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L. 
Libel : Lord Minto moves that the proprietar and printer of the Morn- 
ing Chronicle ſhould ſuffer certain puniſhment for publiſhing a para- 


graph in that paper reflecting on the dignity of the Houſe, 349. 
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M. 


Miniſters : Debate on the Duke of Bedford's motion to wide the King 
to remoye his preſent Miniſters, 355 

Minority, Lift of, on the Earl of Derby's amendment to Lord Minto's 

motion reſpecting the puniſhment of the proprietor and printer of the 


| Morning Chronicle, 355—on the Duke of Bedford's motion for the 
removal of the preſent Miniſtry, 404 | 7 


Morning Chronicle; ſee Libel. 
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Reel on rejecting the Duke of Bed ford's motion for the removal of the 
er 217 404. 


li L + 544. E EF 1 9 


INDEX TO THE FIFTH. VOLUME, v 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


A. 


ACCOUNTS—of the total net produce of the taxes for one year, ended 
January 5, 1798, diſtinguiſhing each quarter; and alſo the duties im- 
poſed in 1793, 4, 5, 6 and 7, 436 of the net produce of the permanent 
taxes which ſubſiſted previous to January 5, 1791, in the years ending 
1oth October 1796 and 1797 reſpectively, &c. 444—of the diſpoſi- 

tion of the money giyen for the ſervice of 1797, diſtinguiſhed under 
the ſeveral heads, until the 16th March 1798, and the parts remaining 
unſatisfied, 445—of the income of and charges upon the conſolidated 

fund for the quarter ended January 5, 1798, 461—of the money ad- 
vanced by the Bank for the public ſervice, and outſtanding December 
31, 1797, 473—of the amount of the old duty. on Britiſh- ſpirits for 
three years, ending 1oth Oct. 1794, and of the ſame for the year end- 
ing OR. 10, 1797, 473—of the ſums paid on account of bounties for 
corn imported in the years ending 10th OR, 1796, and roth Oct. 1797, 
474—of the ſums paid on account of raiſing ſeamen in the years end- 
ing 1oth OR. 1796 and 1797, 474—of penſions granted fince January 
1, 1792, with the names of the perſons to whom, or in truſt for whom, 
the ſame have been granted, 479 4 


Actions of miſdemeanors ; /e Miſdemeanors. 


Aſſeſſed Taxes—Converſation reſpecting them, 34 Report on the "WA 
ordered to be committed, 3 conſidered, 405. 


. C. 
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Defence of the . Secretary Dundas moves for leave to bring 
in a bill more effectually to provide for the defence and ſecurity of the 
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523 | 


Duncan, Viſcount ; Meſſage from the King to grant him an annvity, 29 1 
— Debate on the ſame, 297. 2 
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Finance; /ce Reports 
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. 
\ 


Ling s (The) meſſage to grant an annuity to Viſcount Duncan, 293— 
Ditto to Earl Saint Vincent, 296. 
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Land Tax Debate on Mr. Chancellor Pitt's moving certain reſolutions 
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mittee on it, 596, 612—Report of the reſolutions brought up, 616. 
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Maroons; Co 
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to call out a certain number of the Supplementary Militia, &c. 293— 
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lation reſpecting them, 407 


Miſdemeanors— Mr. Wilberforce moves to bring in a bill to empower 


| certain Courts to order expences of actions of miſdemeanors to be paid 
out of the county ſtock, 330 


N. 5 
New ſpapers Mr. Attorney General moves to bring in a bill for regu- 


| lating the printing and publiſhing of newſpapers, 576. 
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Penſions ; ſee Accounts. 


Pri ſoners of War Mr. Baker moves certain reſolutions reſpecting their 
treatment, 318. 5 5 
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Reports (Twenty-two) of the Select Committee bn Finance, 1—Mr., 
Chancellor Pitt moves certain reſolutions on the ſame, 311—the Com- 
mittee revived, 314 | 


3 
St. Vincent, Earl; Meſſage from the King to grant * an annuity, 296 
— Debate on the ſame, 297 
Scotch Diſtillery Acts; Converſation reſpecting them, 310 
Slave Trade—Debate on Mr. Wilberforce's motion for its abolition, 525 


SveeLy—Mr. Chancellor Pitt moves that 3,000,000l. towards raiſing a 
ſupply, ſhould be iſſued in Exchequer bills, 314. 


W. 
2 | | Watches and Clocks; Mr, Chancellor Pitt moves to repeal the duty on 
ö them, 338. : 

i 

5 
E-: 
d 
* 
ir - e 


Tn 5:117625 * 


* 
- * — 
2 
— — 
s 
% 
* 
Y -9 
ö - 
x 
b 
* 
« 9 
1 
* 
MA 
2 i 
. 
* * 
* ” 
by. 
5 Fo 
P 
j 
-_ * 
* 
— 
* 
.* — 
AM 
, 4 
3 * 
% ot 
\ * * 
Y * 
0 
-P % 
# 
7 
* 
4 
; # $2 : L 
% — 
* 
ww * 
» 
# 
* 
»% j 
{ I ; 
\ 
” * U 
* 
- 
: . 
* 
* 
* 
* 
7 " 
* \ 8 — 
- 
ai. * un * — 
— OY — 8 = . one, es FEST EA Dons oe eee ee GL ů are Rs, I 45 
2 . Soo : Sa ——_—. - 
— — ES 2 0 — - 2 —ßů—jß˖r—5“ã— r— — 2 1 err —— 


[ix] 


E:N: DA 
ro kur 


SPEAKERS NAMES. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


A. 


Armor, Duke of; 327, 41 
Auckland, Lord; 326, 7 Ls J 


B. 


Bedford, Duke of; 1 340, 3 I, 355» 372, 40 
Boringdon, Lord; 370. *. een 


C. 
5 Earl of; ; 
Carliſle, Earl of; * 481 
Chancellor; ſee 3 
D. 


Darnley, Earl of; 381 

Derby, Earl of; 351 

Downſhire, Marquis of; 3775 412 
Durham, Biſhop of; 327, 482, 484. 


Grenville, Lord; 309, 345, 354, 390, 403. 416, 481. 


„„ | R 
Holland, Lord; 345, 372. : 

A # N 8 K. 
Kinnoul, Earl of; 336. 2, 


Vol. V. | FT 4 


® INDEX TO Tu SPEAKERS! NAMES. 


1 


Lanſdown, Marquis of; 3, 382, 402 

Leeds, Duke of; 351 . 

Loughborough, Lord; 327, 328, 329, 332, 334, 336, 33 384, 487, 
* | Sp 


M. 


Minto, Lord; 346, 349, 350, 351, 3 4 
Mira, Earl of; 410, 41 apa 4 f 
Mulgrave, Lord; 388, 483, 484. 


N. | ] 


Norfolk, Duke of; 336, 354. 
Radnor, Earl of; 482 5 8 

Rocheſter, Biſhop of; 432 
money, Loyd; 379- 


Sydney, Viſcount; 352, 482. 


A, 


ARDEN, Sir R. P. (Maſter of the Rolls); 306, 325, 335» 555 
8 General; ; ſee Scott. | | Te 


3 8 Je 


Baker, Mr.; 318, 334 
Barham, Mr.; $73 
Baring, Sir F.; 3 

hn Mr. I. P.; 608 
_ Viſcount; 324, 325 

1 » Honourable Captain; 321 ä 

n — "Te. Wilberforce ; 310, 400, 630, 633 > 
Wk - Bootle, Mr. Wilbraham ; 311 | | 
Bragge, Mr.; 308 

— 72 3 H.; 520, 614 

we * unbury, Sir C.; 340, 341, 

| f Burdon, Mr.; 347 ON 
IJ Burton, Mr.; 429 

[ 3, %. 552» 595. 


P 


I C f f 
! * * \S x k - 
0 * — 1 — NA 
? a 2 „ & 
_ Mr ». * * . — * * —_— — 
5 Canning, r. 7 542 | 25 RELIC | 
y F Tk A * 
* 8 1 * 
1 
. 


EEE 


Carew, Mr. R. T 324 


) 


INDEX TO THE SPEAKERS' NAMES. xi 


: D, 
Belancey, General; 424, 425 

Dent, Mr.; 342, 608 

Dolben, Sir W.; 306, 335 

Dundas, Mr. Secretary; 292, 297, 305, 307, . 317, 318, 333, 349- 
417, 430, 435, 486, 488, 489, 4 490, 491, 632 ; 

Dundas, Mr. Charles; 311 

Dundas, Mr. William; 416. 


Lo 


Edwards, Mr. Bryan's 342, 343, 349» 533, 542» $5 
Ellis, Mr. Charles; 5062. | : , | 


= 5. 
Fox, Mr.; 562. | 
; 8. 
Gaſcoyne, Colonel; 552, 591 
Geary, Sir W.; 490, 606 | | 
Grant, Mr. ; 326. : | 7 : 
| . 


Hammet, Sir B.; 520 

Harriſon, Mr.; 3165 602,616, * = 
Heathcote, Sir G.; 602 8 
Hawkeſbury, Lord; 629 : 
 Hobhouſe, Mr.; 308, 335» 337» Re 430, 489, 552, 587, 612, 619 
Huſkiſſon, Mr.; 319, 320, 416 
Huſſey, Mr.; 347, 348, 405, 491, 612, 613. 


J. 
Jekyll, Mr.; 700 298 | 
Jolliffe, Mr.; 630 „ 
Jones, Mr.; 295, 316, 317, 336, 487» 5977 599, 635: 


L. 
Laſcelles, Honourable H.; 331 
Lawrence, Dr.; 614 
Lefevre, Mr. S.; 614, 615 
Long, Mr.; 631 
Fame. * Alderman; 295, 3225 323, 256603, 


M. $ | % 
£ p 


Macdonall, Mr. ; 310 | | | 4808 
Mainwaring, Mr.; 294, 5255. 331, 335 e 
Major, Mr. Henniker; 562 | | MA a3. 
' Malden; Viſcount ; 319 8 0 h 0a: 


Manning, Mr.; 292, 316 
Maſter Sf the Rolls; /ce Arden. 


| Fo Now John, (Solicitor General) : 319, 323, #7, 49%, 59% „e. } 
7· 935 


Wilberforce, — 314, 321, 330, 337, 342) 42 


ii INDEX TO THE SPEAKERS' NAMES, 
; . N. 
Nicholls, Mr.; 304, 427, 523, 525, 608. 
f . O. 
Onflow, Honourable hos 295. 
F. 


Pitt, Mr. Chancellor; 292, 293, 294, 295 297, 301, 304, 305, 306, 


311, 313, 314, 315, 324, 333, 334» 335» 336, 338, 339, 340, 341, 
342, 343. 344» 346, 347, 348, 405, 406, 407, 408, 410, 431, 486, 
487. 488, 490, 492, 516, 522, 524, 525, 533» 555» 560, 575» 585, 
587, 589, 596, 597: 602, 609, 610, 611, 612, 613, 014, 617, 630, 
634 

—— . Mr.; 305 

Porter, Colonel; 610, 611 

Pulteney, Sir W.; 324. 425) 429, 521, 592, 596, S 627, 625, 639, 
633, 6345 | 


> R. | 
Ridley, Sir M. W.; 344, 630, 631 
Roſe, Mr.; 308, 310, 318, 331, 338, 634 

Ruſſell, Lord W.: 591 

Ryder, Right Honourable Dudley 3 345» 485, 602, 62 5 


8. 
Scott, Sir John . 401, 576, 585, 687, 891 
E fee Windham, * nn 59 
Sewell, Mr.; 408, 51 | 
Sheffield, Lord; 512, 520, 599 © 
Sheridan, Mr.; 584, 585, 586, 588 
Simeon. Mr.; 324, 325, 608 
Sinclair, Sir John ; 297» 396, 307, 313, 315, 316, 323, 333, 334» 341, 


342, 346 
Smith, Mr. W.; 561 


Smollett, Mr.; 631 
Solicitor General; ſee Mitford. 


Speaker, Mr.; 307, 309, 407, 408, , 431. 4 491, 823, 597» „ 


— 631, 633 
— 2 Thomas; 322. 5 
F. 
Tarleton, General; 423, 425, 490 
Temple, Earl; 


Thornton, Mr. . 544 


Thornton, Mr. Robert; 606 


Tierney, Mr.; 311, 324, 333. 334 342, 409, 430, 8 6. 490, $12, 


519, 536, 590, 591, 595, 611, 612. 
W. 23 : . | 
Walpole, Colonel; 297, 307» 333 497> 408, * a 


541.5753609 Nen 487, $65 A 


| Windham, Right 5 8 oo 570, 594 5955 635 be 


5 | : V. 
Young, an V3 560, Se 25 . . 


# 
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HIS TO 


| | OF THE 


PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES 


1, 8 
6, | | 7 OF THE | 

HOUSES or LORDS any COMMONS, 
os. In the SECOND SESSION of the 


* 


Eighteenth Parliament of GREAT BRITAIxNx, 


Appointed to be holden at WESTMINSTER; 


On TvxsDay the 27th of SeyTEMBER, 1796. 


= 


THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to examine and 1 ſlate | 
the total amount of the public debts, and of the intereſt and 
341, : charges attending the ſame, as they ſtood on the 5th of January 
1797 diſtinguiching what part thefeof had ariſen fince the 5th 
of January 1793 : and likewiſe of the amount of the produce, for 
2 each of the four years preceding the 5th of January 1797, of 
608. the permanent taxes which exiſted previous to the 5th of January 
. 1793; and of the produce of the ſeveral taxes provided for de- 
fraying the increaſed charge of the public debt within the ſaid 
period ; and to report their obſervations thereon to the Houſe : 
likewiſe to examine and ſtate the amount of any unfunded debt 
or demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1797 ; and of 
the expected total amount of the public expences for the year 
512, ending the 5th of January 1798, as far as the ſame can now be 
© aſcertained or eſtimated by the ſeveral offices ; together with the 

amount of the ways and means that have been. provided to defray, | 

Try the ſame 

2885. And who were inftruQted to ſtate an account of the progreſs that has 
LY been made in the reduction of the public debt ſinee the 5th: of 
July 1786; of the amount of the ſums now angually applicabla 


Vol. V. B : 
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2 PARLIAMENTARY 


thereto ; and of the farther progreſs witch may be expected to 
be made, as far as the ſame can at preſent be aſcertained, in the 
reduction of the debt now exiſting 

And who were alſo inſtructed to examine and conſider what regula- 
tions and checks have been applied, in order to control the ſeve- 
ral branches of the public expenditure, and how far the ſame have 
been effeQual ? and alſo, what increaſe or diminution has taken 
place, ſince the year 1782, in the number, or in the amount, of 
the ſalaries and emoluments of different public offices, and whe- 
ther any, and what, farther meaſures can be adopted for reducing 

any part of the ſaid expenditure, or for diminiſhing the total 

amount of ſuch ſalaries and emoluments, without detriment to the 
public ſervices ; 


Have proceeded to confider the matters referred to them, in the 
order which the Houſe has preſcribed to them for the courſe of their 
inquiries. | 
And in this their firſt report, they have entered upon the conſide- 
ration of the Public Funded Debt, and Taxes, and the- Unfunded 
Debt; and alſo of the Eſtimates for the ſervice of the current year, 
and of the Ways and Means which have been provided for that ſer- 
vice; and of the progreſs which has been made, and may be ex- 
pected to be made, in the Reduction of the National Debt. 


I. 
The PUBLIC FUNDED DEBT. 


. f THE total amount of the publie debts, as they ſtood _= the 5th 


5 of January 1793, appears to have 
14 been in funded capital 3 238, 231, 248 5 241 8 
1 | | The annual intereſt payable thereon (together with certain annuities 1 
it: for terms, amounting to 1,373,751. 28. 649. in reſpect of 

2 Which no capital is above ſtated) was at the | A 


1 i fame period & © L. 9,205,588 8 84 
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The charges of management thereon, at the 


"EE 


ſame period, were ; f 120,277 15 62 
And the total of the annual intereſt and 

charge of the publie funded debt at | - 

that period, amounted to | £ 9,225,866 4 32 


§ 2. : | 
THE public debts which aroſe between the 5th of January 1793 
and the 5th of January 1797, appear to have been created by 
the raiſing of 59,000,000. ſterling upon loans, and by the 
funding of navy, vicualling, and tranſport bills, to the amount 
of 7,024,89061. 6s. 1d. ſterling ; amounting in the whole to 
the ſum of L. 66,024,896 6 1 


And it appears that in conſequence thereof, the total amount of the 
public debts, created between the 5th 

of January 1793 and the 5th of 
January 1797, was in funded —_ L. 88 840, 122 14 © 


— 


The annual intereſt thereon (together with certain annuities expi- 
ring in 1860, amounting to 227, 374. os. 1 od.; in reſpeR of 
which no capital is above ſtated) was C. 3,139,087 13 5 

The charges of management upon the 
above increaſe of debt were 42,536 o 224 


—— — — 


And the total of the annual intereſt and 
charges upon the above increaſe of 


debt was C. 3,181,623 13 8 


$ 3- | 
THE total funded capital of the public debt was therefore, upon 


h the 5th of January 1797, 327,071,370 19 25 
4 | The total intereſt thereof, together with the annuities for terms, 
: was L. 12,344,070 2 24 
bh The total charges of management at t that 

of period were Op 162,813 15 84 


And the total annual intereſt and * 


3 
y of the public funded debt was 4. $2-507-489 I7. 4 
B 2 


91 
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Your Committee think it neceſſary farther to ſtate, that in order 
to ſhew correctly the complete amount of the annual charge, the 
ſum of 1,000,000l. iſſued to the Commiſſioners for reducing the 
national debt, ſhould be added to the intereſt and charges of the debt 
exiſting on the 5th of January 1793: and that a farther annual 
ſum, in reſpect of the 11. per centum per annum on capital funded 
ſince the 5th of January 1793, payable to the ſaid Commiſſioners, 
amounting to 923,1541 19s. 4d. ſhould be added alſo to the in- 
tereſt and charges of the debt created fince that period. 


Theſe being taken together, vi. . 1,923,154 19 4 
and added to the former ſum, viz. I 2,507,489 17 114 


the total annual charge of the public 
funded debt, including the ſums appli- 
cable to the reduction 18 as it ſtood 


[7 upon the 5th of r 1797, was /. . 644 17 34 


Sh a 


I. 
_ YOUR Committee alſo beg leave to obſerve, that neither the 


amount of the ſtock created by funding certain navy, victualling, 
+tranſport and Exchequer bills, in the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion, 
nor by. the loan of eighteen millions for the ſervice of the year 
1797, are noticed in this ſtatement ; as they neither are, nor, by 
the courſe of the Exchequer, could be, included in the ac:ount 
made up to the period marked out by the inſtructions to your 
Committee. 
It appears however, that the capital ſtock | 
_ created by funding the bills, amounting . | 
to 13,029,399). 8s. was J 
the loan 20, 20,250, 000 0 © 


[ 


Total Fa 47, 225. 774 0 © 


he annual intereſt thercon amounts to P Je 1,7 14,1 v4:---6:; © 
The charges of management upon the 

above additional debt amount to  p$;82ad$5:: © 
The farther annual ſum of 11. per cent. 


on this additional capital ſtock is 418,257 7 © 


- The total of the - annual intereſt and 
charges, and 11. per cent. upon the 
above additional debt, amounts to 


J. 2,151,250 1 © 


432324242 
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5. 

0 

6 YOUR Committee, in concluding this part of their inquiries, 

t think it right to obſerve, upon the total of the capital ſtock fo 

1 created and ſo conſtituting the public funded debt; - Iſt. That 

4 its amount is not to be confidered as if it could only be extinguiſhed , 

L by a redemption at par; inaſmuch as the progreſſive reduction of 

5 the national debt by the preſent ſinking fund conſtantly operates, by 
buying up the debt according to the current price of the ſtocks ; the 
effect of which they have entered into more fully in a I 

1. part of this report; — 

5 2dly. That the funded capital of the public debt includes in it 
the amount of the capital purchaſed by the mmi for redu- 
cing the national debt; — 

And 3dly, That the annual charge upon the public by way of 

1 

> intereſt, and annuities for terms, includes in it the intereſt of the 

5 ſtock purchaſed by the Commiſſioners, and alſo of the annuities 
which have expired. 

1e 5 Rn 

2 | 

n, | 

ar $6 | 17 | 

Wy YOUR Committee think it aiſo.proper to ſtate here, that by 

nt ſtat. 35. G. 3. c. 93. proviſion was made for guaranteeing the pay- 

=: ment of the dividends on a loan of 4,600,0001: on account of the 
Emperor; ; under the authority of which ſtatute there has been 
created in capital ſtock 31. per cents. L. 3.85 3, 333 6 8 

) and in annuities for 25 years from iſt May 1 

, 1794 : : C. 230,000 o o 
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The aQual produce of the taxes for the 
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. 
TAXES. 
$ 1. | 


THE amount of the produce for each of the four years pre- 
ceding the 5th of January 1797, of the permanent taxes which 
exiſted previous to the = of January 1793, appears to have been 
as follows : 


In 1793 L. 13,941, 891 2 44 
17944 £. 13,909,492 6 114 


In 1795, the produce of theſe taxes re- 
ceived at the Exchequer was in 19: 745 
but to this muſt be added 116,935 2 9 


which was paid by the receivers of the 
cuſtoms, out of the produce of that year's 
revenue, in bounties to ſeamen ; the ac- 
tual produce of the taxcs for the year 
1795 was therefore L. 3,455“ 262 70S: 112 


In 1796, the produce of theſe taxes re- 


ceived at the Exchequer was C. 13,187,804 9 1 04 
but to this muſt be added, for payment 

of bounties to ſeamen 52,881 14 6 
and alſo, for payment of bounties on 

corn 2 373,418 4 9 


year 1796 was therefore L. 13, 814, 104 9 14 


Vour Committee think it proper to obſerve, that the ſtoppage of 
the diſtilleries between June 1795 and November 1796, muſt have 
materially affected the amount of that part of the produee which 
ariſes from the duty op Britiſh ſpirits. What the preciſe deficiency 
occaſioned by this circumſtance may be, it is not poſſible to ſtate ; 
but upon comparing the produce of the duties on Britiſh ſpirits in 


1796, with the average produce of the ſame duties of 1793, 1794, 


and 1795, it appears that the deficieney in 
1796 is L. 557.793 


DEBATES. 7 


But as your Committee thought that ſome allowance ought to 
be made for the increaſe of the duty on foreign ſpirits during the 
ſtoppage of the ve g they proceeded to compare the aQual 
produce of the duty © foreign ſpirits in 1796, amounting to 
831, 241l. with the average produce in 1793, 1794, and 1795, 
amounting to 737,8 24l. from which reſults an exceſs of 93, 427l. 
in 1796, which exceſs, ſubtracted from 557,79 31. being the defi- 
ciency upon the duty on Britiſh ſpirits, leaves a ſum, to be added 
to the produce of theſe taxes in 1796, amount- 


ing to L. 464, 366 


Some allowance, however, upon this computed amount of the 
loſs upon the diſtilleries ſhould be made, in conſideration of any 
increaſe of duties upon beer which may have taken place within 


the ſame period, and on that account ; but what the amount of 


that allowance may be, your Committee have not the means of 
aſcertaining. 

Upon the reſult of this examination, your Committee find the 
aQual average produce of the permanent taxes for theſe four years, 


to be about „„ L. 13,780,000 


To which, if there be an addition for the deficiency occaſioned 
by the ſtoppage of the 9 as eſtimated upon the firſt principle, 


it will be £» 13,919,000 | 


” 


4. Ts 3,896, o 


and upon the ſecond 


Your Committee, adverting to the eſtimate of the probable 
produce of the permanent taxes made by the Select Committee of 
1791, upon an average of the three preceding years, find it to 


have been L. 13,472,000 


excluſive of any additional allowance for the taxes impoſed in 
1789, or for any probable increaſe in the produce of the duties on 


tobacco. 


From this ſum muſt be deducted the average Nabe of the 


taxes repealed in 1792, amounting, as appears by papers laid before 
the Houſe of Commons on the 10th and 15th February 1792, to 


about 223, oool. leaving a ſum of . 13,249,000 * 


Your Committee have alſo thought it proper to aſcertain the 
average produce of the permanent taxes during the four years which 
immediately preceded the prefent war; and they find the ſame to 
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have been, after allowing for the deduQion of the ſhop-tax, and the 
duties repealed in 1792, about L. 13,831, 300 
—— 
Your Committee have the ſatisfaction of obſerving, that the 
actual produce of the ſame taxes, on the average of the four years 
of war, (without making any allowance for the ſtoppage of the diſtil- 


5 leries,) exceeds the eſtimate formed in 1791, by 


above | L. 530,000 


and is below their average produce in the four preceding years of 
peace only by L. 50,000 


— 


And making ſuch allowance, on either of the grounds above 


ſtated, it would exceed the faid eſtimate of 1791, 
by about L. 650,000 


and exceed the ſaid average produce by more than FL. 60, ooo 


$ 2. 

YOUR Committee have next proceeded to examine the produce 
of the ſeveral taxes provided for defraying the increaſed. charge of 
the public debt, from the 6th of January 1793 to the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1797; diſtinguiſhing the produce of each year. 

Upon this examination they find, that the duties continued i in 


1793 produced, 
; In 1793 £. 261,615 © 0 
1794 248,8 58 10 6 
1795 202,308 0 
1796 166,813 0 0 


- 


* N.B. Produce in each of the four years: 


1789, deduRting ſhop-tax T. 13,374,006 
1790, not deducting arrears of ſhop-tax 14,072,000 

1791, ditto | 14,239,000 
1792, ditto I 4,412,000 | 


Total L. ee 1 2111 
Deduei ing 31 years of produce of taxes ST | 
pealed 


in 1792 770,000 


4 6 | TIE TIT 
f | Reduced total . 55,325,000 


* 


—— 
. 


Annual average upon four years of peace FL. 13,831,000 


c 


8 3 8 
= * . 2 > 
N f N 
5 2 
4 * I 4 
; Ga , 
* 


- wp £ * * * * 7 ' , or 6 * : p 
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That the duties continued and impoſed i in 1 1794 produced, | 


In 1794 L. 618,040 13 45 
I795 822,122 9 04 
1796. 818,868 4 74 


That the duties impoſed in 1795 produced, 
In 1795 L. 1,373,000 9 2 
1796 1,332,794 19 45 
And they find that the duties impoſed in 1798 had produced, 
on the 5th of January 1797 L. 604,044 9 2+ 


In ſtating the produce of theſe ſeveral taxes, your Committee 
think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the produce of new duties within 


the firſt year of their being impoſed, can ſeldom afford corre& means 
of eſtimating their real productiveneſs. In ſome inſtanees, the firſt 


year has been more productive than ſubſequent years; but, in gene- 
ral, the firſt year has been leſs productive; the collection of moſt 
duties not taking place before a conſiderable part of the current year 
has elapſed, and a conſiderable part of the produce” of the fraction of 


the current year not being paid into the Exchequer fill after the ter- 


mination of that year, and the modes of collection not being 
brought at their beginning to their greateſt degree of efficacy, an/ac- 
eurate eſtimate of it cannot be made from the amount of its produce 
which appears upon the Pxchequer ant.. 

Your Committee were, however, deſirous of examining how far 
the produce of the taxes impoſed in the three firſt years of the war 
(of which alone, at preſent, your Committee have been enabled to 
form any adequate judgement) appears ſufficient to defray the 
charges of ſuch part of the public debt as has been funded during 
the ſame period. For this purpoſe they. have looked ito the year 
moſt diſtant from their commencement, as affording, for the reaſons 


above given, the beſt means to judge of their productiveneſs. 


In 1793, they find, that the annual charge upon the publie, o on 
account of the intereſt, management, and 11. Wig cent. upon the debt 
funded in 1793, was . 252,812 


The produce of the duties anſwerable for this charge was, in the 

year 1790, only ([ 166,813 
a = 

But your Commit think it their dey to obſerve, that this 

duce muſt have been materially affected by the ſtoppage of W. al 

tilleries, which prevailed from June 1795 to November 1796, 6 
If addition were made to the preceeding ſum, calculated upon the 

principles adopted upon the ſame ſubje& under the head of perma- 
Vor. V. C 


7 


nl a Þ 
17 


1 
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nent taxes, according to. the firſt of theſe principles, it would be 


81, 8 20l. and the produce of the duties in 1796 
would be | i £- 248,633 


Or, if made according to the ſecond principle, the addition would 


be 66,147. and the total Le 232, 960 


In either caſe it appears nearly equal to _ the * created 
in the year 1793. a . 

In 1794, the annual charge upon the od. on account of the 
intereſt, management, and 11. per cent. of the debt funded in 1794, 


nn | £ 773-824 


The produce of the duties continued and impoſed i in that year, ap- 
pears to have been, in the year 1796 J. 818,868 


An obſervation fimilar to that made upon the year 179 3, ariſes 
upon the part of theſe duties which was raiſed upon ſpirits, ſo far 
as the ſame was affected by the ſtoppage of the diſtilleries. 


The addition to be made in this reſpect, upon the firſt principle 
of calculation, would be 85,6681. and n make the whole pro- 
duce of theſe duties about E603 N11 L- 904,5 36 

The addition to be * upon the ſecond principle would be 
38,4281. and would make the total produce about /. 859,296 


It appears alſo that the ſum of 66,0001. was received in 1795 
for the inereaſed duty on ſpirit licences, upon which nothing appears 
to have been received in 1796, 

In every view they appear to leave a conſiderable ſurplus, after 
defraying the charges of the debt created in the year 1794. 
In 1795, the anaual charge upon the public, on account of the 


| Intereſt; ee and 11. per cent. upon the debt funded in 


ne L. 1,227,415 
Tus Node of the duties anſwerable for this charge was, in the 
year 1796 6 £- 1332794 


The former obſervations upon the duties impoſed on ſpirits might 
here alſo be applicable ; but as no adequate : judgement can be 
formed from the actual receipt in 1795, it being the firſt year of 
their commencement, your Committee have no grounds for . 

an eſtimate upon the ſame n 
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The new duty upon wine produced, 
In 1795 736,871 © © 
In 1796, only L. 432,689 Q --d 


The difference has probably ariſen partly from the duty having 
been taken in 1795 upon the ſtock in hand, which ſwelled the 
produce of that year, _ partly from the decreaſed importation 


in 1796. 

Eſtimating, however, the produce of theſe duties only by the 
actual receipt in 1796, they appear alſo to exceed, by a conſiderable 
ſum, the charges of the debt created in that year. 


In 1796, the charge upon the public for the intereft, manage- 
ment, and 11. per cent. upon the debt created, 


was 0 | TL. 1, 851, 226 


The actual receipt at the Exchequer of the duties impoſed in 
that year, was, on the 5th of January 1797 L. 604,044 


Your Committee, for many of the reaſons above aſſigned, do 
not think it poſſible for them at preſent to form, upon ſimilar 


grounds, an eſtimate of a whole year's produce of the duties im- 


poſed in 1796 ; neither do they think it adviſeable to delay this 
their firſt report, by entering into any detailed examination of the 
particulars ; they feel it, however, their duty to obſerve, that no 
adequate judgement can be formed of the future produce of theſe 
taxes from the actual receipt at the Exchequer at the above - men- 
tioned period. 

They have ſubjoined to this their firſt report, a ſtatement of 
the dates at which the ſeveral taxes impoſed in the year 1796 com- 
menced, and ſuch other documents as have been laid before them 
upon this ſubject. 


12 PARLIAMENTARY 


| III. 
UNFUNDED DEBT, and DEMANDS 
OUTSTANDING. 


"YOUR Committee have next proceeded to examine and ſtate 
the amount of the unfunded debt, and demands outſtanding on the 
5th of January 1797 ; under the heads of Exchequer, Treaſury, 
Army, Barracks, Ordnance, and Navy, as ſtated by the reſpecti ve 
offices, in the ſeveral accounts annexed ; reſerving to themſelves 
the liberty of ſtating, in any future report, any farther information or 
obſervations thereupon, which a more detailed inveſtigation may 
enable them to lay before the Houſe. They have diſtinguiſhed 
under. each head ;---1ft, What part of the unfunded debt has been 
provided for ;—2d, What part, although provided for by the 
granits of former years, had not been paid on the 5th of January 
1797, by reaſon of the conſolidated fund not having produced the 
ſurplus at which it was eſtimated ;---and 3dly, What part appears 
at preſent to be unprovided for. 


N os tn | 
THE unfunded debt of the Exchequer conſiſts, 1ſt, Of bills 
which may be conſidered as provided for; viz. bills ſtanding out 
undiſcharged for land and malt taxes of the years 1795, 1796, 
and 1797, amounting in the whole to. F 5,082,000 


n 


Upon this matter your Committee obſerve, that although they 


out undiſcharged, and as having the appearance of an unfunded 
debt, yet that it conſiſts principally of an anticipation (in the uſual 
form) of the land and malt taxes already voted by Parliament, 
which will be re-paid by the produce of thoſe taxes in the regular 
courſe of their collection; the only part of it which can with any 
propriety be called an unfunded debt, ariſes from the deficiencies of 

land and malt; theſe deficiencies are conſtituted by the intereſt due 
upon the bills, and by the difference between the amount of the 
ſums advanced by the Bank upon theſe taxes, at a computed amount 
of 2,750,000). per annum, and the actual receipt upon theſe taxes 
in each year at the Exchequer, after the uſual deductions for col- 
lection, payments to militia, &c. ; and they have uniformly made 
a part of the annual charge, under the head of Supply. 


— 


are obliged to ſtate this ſum as part of the Exchequer bills ſtanding 


Ld © ho. 
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2d. The ſecond deſeription of unfunded debt of the Exchequer, 
is compoſed of certain ſums provided for out of funds which, upon 
the 5th of January 1797, were inſufficient for this purpoſe, *. 


Exchequer bills then ſtanding out undiſcharged upon | 
the land tax of 1794 I41,000 
Malt tax of 1794 196,000 


— — — 


L. 337, ooo 


which ſum was the total deficiency of the land and malt taxes of the 
year 1794, at the time of IG the account of that year with the 
Bank. 

Of the ſame ſort is the amount of Exchequer bills iſſued under 


an act of Parliament for raiſing a certain ſum of money towards the 


ſupply anno 1795 | J. 368,000 
And alſo the amount of bills iſſued under an act 
for granting 2,895,000l. out of the conſolidated 


fund anno 1795 _ | * 1,154,000 


— 


And alſo the amount of bills iſſued under an act 
for granting 3, 500, oool. out of the conſolidated 
fund anno 1796 {+ 1,323,000 


— — — — 


3dly. Two articles of the N debt of the Exchequer ap- 
pear at preſent to be unprovided for, viz. 

The amount of Exchequer bills ifſued under an act 
for the relief of the merchants trading to, and planters 
in the iſlands of Grenada and St. Vincent C. 73,000 


— — — 


And under the act for raiſing 2, 500, oool. by a vote 
of eredit anno 1796 | J. 1,110,600 


— 


It appears therefore that the Exchequer unfunded 


debt provided for, is 3.682, oo 


The part which was, on the 5th of January 1797, 


_ inſufficiently provided for 3,182,600 


And the * which is unprovided for ”- 1,183,000 
| — 


Total £- 10, o48, 200 


© R 


— 
* 


N. B. In this ſam is ode the ſum of 1, O23, oool. ſtated by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer (for re- payments to the Bank) as part of the 
ſupply for the e 797. | 


— 
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8 


THE outſtanding demands upon the Treaſury conified, on the 
Sth of January 1 7973 

Of articles voted in 1796, and provided for 
out of funds which, upon the 5th January 1797, 
were inſufficient for this purpoſe L. 102,012 6 1% 

And of other articles, opening at preſent to 


be unprovided for, — to 


| 370,144 16 24 


Total /. 472, 157 2 44 


$ 3- 
THE Treaſury bills paid at the Bank previous to the 5th of 


January I797, £- 1,186,415 
Thoſe accepted before, but paid fince, viz. 547,000 
And the warrants for army ſervice due and unpaid 

on 5th January 1797, appear to be ſeverally unpro- 2 

vided fon, and amount to 355,054 


* 


Total C. 2, o88, 469 


94. 


- THE extraordinary expences of the army incurred, and paid by 
the Paymaſter General from the 25th December 1795 to the 24th 
December 1796, both incluſive, appear to be unprovided for, and 
amount to | F. 3,387, 476 6 6 


Theſe extraordinaries have heretofore been uſually ſtated as part 
of the ſupply for the year ſubſequent to that in which they were in- 
curred and paid. 

But it is neceſſary to obſerve, that this ſum, when voted, will 
afford the means of paying the ſum of 1,583,2451. which ap- 
pears to have been an outſtanding demand for army ſervices on the 
5th of January 1797. 

In like manner the ſum of 150,780ol. being a demand out- 


- ſtanding in part of the ſum of 290,0001. voted by Parliament for 


the erection of permanent barracks, would be re- paid out i of theſe 
army extraordinarics when voted. 


: 
þ[w 


= 


— 7 


O Ur 


theſe 
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8 5. 
IN the barrack ey there is an outſtanding demand un- 


provided for, of L. 288,048 


—— 


$ 6 | 

IN the ordnance there appears to be an outſtanding demand, of - 
which 136,780l. 48. 3d. is ſtated to have been unprovided for, 
the remainder having been already granted in this ſeſſion of Par- 
liament 3 but in the preſent view of this ſubject, the whole may 
be conſidered as IANS for L. 723346 a 


A ———— 


RD 
THE unfunded debt of the navy unpro- : 
vided for, 1 18 5 4,610 12 46 1 4 4 


But your Committee obſerve, that from the delay i in calling for 
payment of many of the charges of which this debt is compoſed, a a 
floating arrear, to a very conſiderable extent, may generally be ex- 
pectedgto ſubſiſt, according to the nature and extent of this ſervice. 


$ 8. | 
TWO farther demands are alſo to be ſtated here as unpro- i 
vided for, viz. 
Hanoverian troops . 83,603 12 7 
Brunſwick ditto 7,570 11 64 


/ | L. 91,174 4 14 


$ 9. | : | p 
TOTALS of the Unfunded Debt. - | 
1ſt. Charged on funds which were inſufficient on the 5th 
January 179979 L. 3,284,012 6 14. 
2d. Unprovided for I 2,730,900 0 35 


— n — 


L. 16,020,912 6 54 


—— 
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Ditto for relief of iſlands of Grenada and St. Vincent Fo 910,000 
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3d. Provided for, being the anticipation, 


in the uſual form, upon the land and malt 
taxes 4. 5,682,000 0/0 


e 


F 10. 
- YOUR Committee have thought proper to compare the un- 


funded debt and demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1 797. 
and the unfunded debt and demands outſtanding on the 5th of Ja- 
nuary 1793, with a view to aſcertain the increaſe of this deſcrip- 


tion of debt during the war, and they find that the unfunded debt 
and demands outſtanding on the 5th of January 1793, conſiſted of 
the following articles : 


1. Exchequer bills J. 5,500,000 o o 

2. Treaſury account 685,936 1 5 

3. Army ſervices unſatisfied 641,176 o 0 l 

4. Ordnanee ditto W 

5- Navy Debt 3.347397 35 
4. 10,252,534 10 6 


For the anticipation, in the uſual fr upon a had and 
malt taxes L. „% © 


"I 


And alſo Exchequer bills, by an act for 
raiſing a certain ſum of money towards de- 
fraying the public expences occaſioned by the 
augmentation of His Majeſty's forces, 
which were provided for by the taxes upon 


the Spaniſh armament | 1 413,889 o © 


— 


. 
YOUR Committee think proper to obſerve in this place, that 


| (befides what may be due to the public upon monies impreſted, 
and balances from ublic accountants) the following ſums have 


been advanced by way of loan, and now remain due to the public: 
Advance by way of loan to the Emperor L. 1,420,000: 


a0 
in 


ye 


md 


Advance paid on bills drawn by the Treaſurers of | 
the ſaid iſlands, for the purchaſe of proviſions, &c. - 4% οο 


Remitted in ſpecie to Ireland | £5 $2,500 


And a farther ſum of 600,000]. is propoſed to be 
advanced to the planters of Grenada and St. Vincent, 
included in the ftatement of the ſupply for the preſent _ 
year £. 600,000 


— ren 


IV. 
ESTIMATES. 


YOUR Committee have next proceeded to examine and ſtate 
the expected total amount of the public expences for the year end- 
ing the 5th January 1798, as far as the ſame can now be aſcer- 
tained or eſtimated by the ſeveral offices, and they find the eſtimates 
are as follow, viz. 


1. Navy C. 12,935,496 0 © 


In this eſtimate no future charge is in- 
cluded for neutral cargoes,. as the value has 
not yet been aſcertained by the aſſeſſors ap- 
pointed by the Admiralty Court. 


2d. Army, L. : | 
Ordinary expences 6 897958 5s. | 
11,034,958 5 © 


Extraordinaries for 
1797 4,137,000 o 
The extraordinaries of the army for the 
eurrent year appear now to be brought for- 
ward, for the firſt time, by way of eſtimate, 
having always conſtituted a part of the charge 
of the ſucceeding year. 
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2d. Barracks x 449,076 o o 
4th. Ordnance 1,321,024 9 2 
th. Miſcellaneous ſervices 1,149,843 17 6 


In this ſum are included OO, oool. pro- 
poſed to be lent to perſons connected with, 
and trading to, the iſlands of Grenada and 
St. Vincent, and alſo a farther ſum of 
464, 9 20l. 17s. 6d. for articles which it has 
been uſual to pay, in the firſt inſtance, out 
of the civil liſt, and to propoſe afterwards to 
Parliament to vote a ſum ſufficient to repay 
what has been ſo advanced. 


6th. A ſum, upon account, for making 
temporary advances by way of loan, for the 
ſervice of the Emperor 500, 00 © © 


The following articles were ſtated by the 

Chancellor of the Exchequer as part of 

the ſupply for the year 1797, viz. 
7th. Deficiency of land and malt 350,000 0 o 
8th. Commiſſioners for national debt 220,000 © © 
Add to theſe a vote of credit, which your 


Committee are informed is intended to be | 
propoſed to Parliament 2,500,000. OO o 


C. 30,440,398 11 8 

The re- payments to the Bank of 1, 0 23, oool., ſtated by the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer as part of the ſupply for 1797, are 
omitted here, as having been included in the ſum of 1,154,000l. 
ſtated to be a part of the unfunded debt of the Exchequer, not ſuf- 
ficiently provided for on the 5th of * 1797. 


0 


Q vw 
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V. 
WAYS and MEANS. 


YOUR Committee find that the Ways and Means already pro- 


poſed for the year 1797, conſiſt of, 


z 


Articles voted, viz: 


Land and malt — — L. 2,750,000 
Loan — — — 18, 000, ooo 
Surplus of grants — — 420,000 


* 


L. 21,170,000 


And of articles eſtimated, viz. 
Growing produce of the conſolidated fund LF. 1,075,000 
Exchequer bills _ — 5,500,000 
Lottery — — — 200, ooo 


* 


Total /. 27, 945, ooo 


* 


VI. 


REDUCTION of PUBLIC DEBT. 


Y 


OUR Committee have farther proceeded to ſtate an account 


of the progreſs that has been made in the reduction of the public 
debt ſince the 5th of July 1786, of the ſums now annually appli- 
able thereto, and of the farther progreſs which may be expected 
o be made, as far as the ſame can be at preſent aſcertained, in the 
eduction of the debt now exiſting. 


BY | 
YOUR Committee have great ſatisfaction upon this ſubjeR, 
In contemplating the large means which are now annually employed 


D 2 | 


— 


, A 0 - * * 
4 — — * 3 — - 13 ; * 7 1 — 
. — » Ao 2 5 8 - 
* 2 * 0 — ph, . 
— „1 „ — „ 232 ͤä ds — p —— g N * Nr * - N — 22 * — 22 1 2 
n . — * 5 82 — — ah — 2 ont 2 — r a= = 
* 9 28 = Pa 2 - ah, — r. — — — r _ —— — — 
— 20 1 * - * . r — $* > wy *. 7 * — r 2 — _—_—— A » 8 C — — — — 
— me te — Y . - ___— — 2 * " a - P po 5 A h —— w _ — -. n 1 
95 — 2 * 2 Les we þ % : wid g 7 r 4 2 — . — „ . w — . 8 EE eee — — rp — 75 ER Y * I — - —— * 4 ” » 
Dre — my gee} 2 * r „ yy - CEE IN * — ] — —— * : n 1 > —— — — Se £ 
> 0 n 0 $4 a [yy . ute 2 - 7 
* — Fe "> . nt 
. - * — * — 
— — NN — og earn. ere S nn — — 22 . — * 5 = Ter nec pe Ce ends ed ON Il | v CU RPA ST 2 bs Ws 8 
” 


TI IT" 


e * * 9 
* — 15 — — 
* a Wn gg ur 1 —”_ 2 — 
3 —— — — 
— rs e. — 
1 « — 


Ih en 9. coat en bet yet 


88322 


„ 


—_— — , ———— „ 4p * - 


20 PARLIAMENTARY 


for the reduction of the public debt, and the conſiderable progreſs 
which has been already made towards that important end. 


The annual ſum now applicable to that purpoſe appears to 
amount to L. 3,359,799 6 2 


Le — — 


Conſiſting of the 3 heads: 


Charged upon the conſolidated fund in 1786 Fe I,000,000 
Annual grant — : 


: 200,000 
Intereſt of capital bought - - 700,026 
Annuities expired or fallen in - - 118,361 


Amount of the 11. per cent created during the war 1,341,411 


— — 


e 
L. 3:359,798 


The capital fiock purchaſed by the application of 
the ſeveral ſums appears to have been, on the 16th 
of March 1797 L. 23,334,200 


$2. 

THE farther progreſs to be made in the reduction of the debt 
has been calculated, by order of the Commiſſioners, according to the 
operation of the annual million, the intereſt of the ſtock redeemed 
by it, the amount of expired and unclaimed annuities, and an an- 
nual ſum of two hundred thouſand pounds in aid of this fund, 
granted by Parliament, as applied to the reduction of the debt which 
exiſted before the war, and conſidered as then amounting to the 
ſum of two hundred and forty millions. 


Theſe calculations, of courſe, depend upon the different prices at 


which the ſeveral ſtocks in which the public debt confiſts may happen 
to be purchaſed. 


The earlieſt date, according to theſe calculations, at which the 
whole of the debt that exiſted prior to 1793, and taken at two 
* hundred and forty millions, would be cancelled, is 33 years, from 


the Iſt February 1797 ; and even the moſt remote date at which 
it would be cancelled does not exceed 5 4 years. 


Your Committee have ſubjoined to this part of their report co- 
pics of theſe ſeveral calculations. 


debt 
to the 
eemed 
in an- 

fund, 
which 
to the 


rices at 


happen 


uch the 
at two 
s, from 
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YOUR Committee obſerve, that the ſaid calculations relate only 
to the progreſs which will be made, upon different data, in the re- 
duction of the debt exiſting before the war, by the application of 
the funds provided for that purpoſe. 


The reduRion of the debt which has been incurred durin th 
wars depends upon different conſiderations. The amount of a 
ſinking fund applicable thereto, including the 11. per cent. on ac 
count of the loan and bills funded in the preſent ſeſſion, mb 


to 
| L. 1,341,411 
The dividend on the ſtock purchaſed thereby is C. 17,068 


— — 


The total amount of the new ſinking fund was L. 1, 418, 479 


— — 


; The capital of the new debt, to the reduction of which this ſum 
is applicable, is fe 130 665 896. 
9 * 


In order to give the Houſe fuller information u 
the ſubject, your Committee have called for on upon this yr of 
but i in the mean time they think ĩt neceſſary to obſerve, that the 1 
ſinking fund appears to bear a much larger proportion to the new 
debt, than the old ſinking fund, with its accumulations, the annual 
grant of two hundred thouſand pounds, and the annuities expired, 
does at the preſent moment to the old debt: and that the old fink. 
ing fund, after reaching the ſum of four millions, is no longer way 
applicable by law to the diſcharge at compound intereſt of what ma 
ya remain. of the old debt ; but the operation of the new finking 
und is to continue at 7 ill | 
„ compound intereſt till the new debt ſhall be 


March 31ſt, 1797. 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


SECOND REPORT. 


Haus, in their firſt report, forborne to enter into a detailed 
examination of the particulars which muſt be taken into confidera- 
tion in forming any eſtimate of the produce of the duties impoſed in 
the year 1796 — They think proper to reſume this head of inquiry, 
before they proceed to the ſubſcquent parts of their inſtructions. 


$ r. 

SINCE the firſt report of your Committee was preſented to the 
Houſe, another quarterly account of the actual produce of the taxes 
impoſed in 1796, has been made up at the Exchequer : and other 
documents alſo have been received, which were not then prepared. 

Your Committee indeed are ſtill of opinion, that no correct eſti- 
mate can be made of the real produQiveneſs of theſe duties from 


the amount of their receipt within the firſt year, and more eſpe- 


cially on account of the very peculiar circumſtances which affect 

the ion of ſome of thefe taxes: but they think, that ſuch ma- 

terials as have been collected upon this occafion, are of ſufficient 

importance to deferve the attention of the Houſe, and that a due 

examination of them will afford the following details and reſults. 
The charge upon the public for intereſt, manage- 

ment, and one per cent. on the debt created in 

1796, was ; ©, $088,226 


The monies ariſing out of the taxes impoſed in 1796, and of a 
nature applicable to defray this charge, are, firſt, monies which 
have been actually received; and, ſecondly, monies which remain 
due upon bond or aſſeſſment: and a reſult, approaching towards 
the amount of a firſt year's produce of moſt of the taxes, may be 
collected from theſe ſeveral ſums. The eireumſtances of each tax 
are as follows : 

1. Horſes: This tax commenced on the 5th of 
April 1796; and there was actually received upon 


it in the Exchequer, on the 5th of April 1797 21,160 
and there was alſo due upon it by aſieſſment 84,682 


2 


Total L. 105,842 : 
| | ro ata GST 


1 


„Den = 


2. The two ſhillings additional duty on horſes £ 
commenced at the ſame date, and it had produced, on 
the 5th of April 5. SR 
and there was due upon it, by aſſeſſment 66,777 


Total 4. 90,772 


3. The ten per cent. on the aſſeſſed taxes com- 
menced at the ſame date, and produced, on the 5th 
of April 56,350 
and there was due upon it by aſſeſſment 80,772 


4 Total 1 
4. Dogs: This commenced on the Sth of July 
1796, and produced, the 5th of April 1797, being 
only three quarters of a vear 6,295 
there was due upon it allo by aſſeſſment & 4 of a year 61,020 


Total Wy 67,915 


5. The wines exciſe commenced on the 17th of | 


April 1796,. and produced, on the 5th of April | | 


1797 100, 720 
and there was due for hh inſtalments of duties 
bonded in England and Wales ; , 287,501 


— 2 


Total L. 388,281 


6. Wine cuſtoms commenced at the ſame date, 
and produced, on the 5th of April r51,382 


and there was due on bond 102, 110 


— 


Total £+ 253,492 


7. Sweets: This commenced on the 1 7 of April 
1796, and produced, on the 5th of April 1797 3,282 


8. Tobacco: This commenced on the 1th of 
December 1 795, and produced, on the 5th of 


January 1797 | 164,01 5 


9. Horſe dealers licences commenced on the 1ſt 
of January 1796, and produced, on the 5th of 3 
January 1797 , 931 
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| 
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A. 
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10, Hats: This commenced on the 5th of Aus 


Ur guſt 1296, and produced, on the 5th of April 1797 £: 15668 
12 | 
ji This appears by adding to the actual ene 16,446 - | 
il alfo received on the old tax 5th January 1797 2272 
. and alſo received thereon, 5th April 1797 : 2 1369, 
14 from which is to be deducted the computed produce 4 
je | ra old tax | 9,479 
| ER net produce of the r new tax for one year, was 
therefore 11,608 
11. Salt: The computed annual ſaving, by re- f 
ducing the allowance for waſte, between the 5th of 19.31% a 
January 1796, and the 5th of January 1797, is 325,0 fi 
12. Sugar: The computed annual ſaving to the 
| public on account of the reduction on the drawback. 
i on the export of ſugar,and taken as ſuch out of the 3 
. conſolidated fund, is 116,676 
if ; 4 23. Legacies: This commenced on the 5th of IT 
uy Auguſt 1796, and had produced, on the 5th of M 
15 4 April 1797, the ſum of fifteen thouſand two hun- 28 di 
16 dred and fifty- one pounds: but this is not to be 6h m 
te placed to the account of the new tax of 1796; it be- ta 
li i ing. ſhort of the produce of the whole tax, which 
id i was. computed at forty-one thouſand and wands ANN 2 Fwy 
ons pounds, ods be 246 * 
. It appears, therefore, that the total of one year's ny = 
WIE —  recciptupentthe taxes impoſed in 1796, excluſive of wo 
141 the produce of the aſſeſſed taxes for Scotland, and | ſut 
I" 4 taking r three 1 17855 of a year _ UB ks Wh ng 
1448 — 8 698, 4 4 K N 
i * 
i It e alſo, that there remains doe ben che Dor qu: 
4 aſſeſſment for England and Wales es, pay 
iS to hich, if there be added, for one quarter of a ear 16" 4 1 gra 
1 | upon the dog tax, according to the ee of the An A vil the 
| former, altert; viz. about 2 id eh dn 0, õ | fro 


Ae, en F* | 


wo 


And there remains due upon bonded duties 389,671 
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the ſame will amount to 4.31 5,851 

and deducting there from the charges of management | 

on the whole of the groſs aſſeſſment; viz. | 10,878 

what may remain due for England and Wales, is 304, 973 
The net aſſeſſment for Scotland upon all theſe taxes, 

may be taken in addition to the above; viz. - 22,2338 


——— — 


T 326, 308 


—— — 


— 


The total, therefore, of the duties impoſed in 
1796, received or outſtanding either upon bond or 
aſſeſſment, for the year 1796, as appears by the ab- 
ſtract ſubjoined to this report, may be conſidered as 
amounting to about J. 1, 404, 393 


— 


3 3. 


YOUR Committee, however, cannot cloſe this ſubje®, with- 
out ſubmitting to the Houſe n if which are imme- 
diately connected with the details \ of this ſtatement, and which 
muſt very materially affect its reſult, in any view which can * 
taken of the probable productiveneſs of theſe taxes. 


Although the Exchequer actount of the receipt upon theſe 
mk is made up to 5th April 1797, yet it is impoſſible that the 
whole of the actual produce of the laſt quarter ſhould appear in that 
account; many ſums of money received in the courſe of collection 
prior to that date, not reaching the Exchequer till a period long 
ſubſequent. They fiod a ſtrong illuſtration of this fact, in remark- 
ing, that no part of the duties of cuſtoms collected in the out ports 
of England within the laſt 36 days preceding the 5th of April, can, 
by the courſe of remittance, appear in the Exchequer account of the 
quarter ending on that day; all thoſe duties being temitted by hills 
Payable at 30 days, to which there muſt*be added three days of 
grace, and (as the Receiver General pays his balances weekly into 
the Exchequer) three days more, upon an average, mult be allowed 


from the time when the bill is paid to the time of droge: into the 
Exchequer. 


Vor. V. E 
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The eſſed taxes appear generally to wean) pro uced a net 
6G nearly equal to the net amount of their affe ment, and 
that part of the probable revenue may therefore be ſtated With rea- 
Fbnabte * certainty ; ; but your Committee obſerve, that aſtholgh! the 
Alleſſed taxes for England and Wales, impoſed i in 1 796, had pro- 
Faced in the Exchequer, upon the 5th of January I 797, the ſom 
of nearly one hundred thouſand pounds, nevertheleſs no part of the 
affeſſed taxes of 1796 for Scotland, had been paid into the hands 
of the Receiver General for Scotland upon the 1 3th of * 
79 

| i The wine exciſe duties bonded for Scotland for 2596 are 
alſo wanting, and are equally to be added to the produce of theſe 
taxes : but your Committee think it their duty to obferve, that the 
amount of the duties impoſed on wine in 1796, and bonded to the 
exciſe office, was levied upon ſtock in hand, and conſequently raiſes 

the revenue for the year 1796, upon that article, beyond what its 
amount would otherwiſe have been. 

4. The laſt and moſt important obſervation which your Com- 
mittee have to ſtate on this ſubject, reſpeCts the duty upon legacies, 
and ſhares of perſonal eſtates ; which hitherto has produced even 
leſs than the former duty upon the ſame ſort of property. 

Many circumſtances, however, incidental to the ſubject matter 

Wilts 8 of this tax, have contributed, and mult {till contribute, to retard its 
| „ operation. | 
4 | The primary and eſſential circumſtance, which of neceſſity ob- 
ſtructs this duty in its commencement, is the time given by the laws 
of England and Scotland to every perſonal repreſentative to make up 
his accounts, before he can be compelled to pay any legacy or diſtri- 
| butive ſhare ; the rules of equity in the Engliſh Courts of Juſtice 
allow a year, and the laws of Scotland allow at leaſt fix months, 
This partly explains the neceſſarily flow progreſs of ſuch a duty in 
its outſet. The complex ſtate of affairs incidental to almoſt every 
great maſs of teſtate or inteſtate property, from whence the largeſt 
duties are payable, is a farther reaſon why the payment of this duty 
muſt not be expected even at the expiration of the delay granted by 
law; and the farther neceſſity of , proceeding to recover ſums due 
upon mortgage, which ſo frequently compoſe the greateſt portion 
of any large reſiduary perfonal eſtate, a proceeding at all times 
dilatory, muſt in the preſent times tend ſtill more confiderably to pro- 
tract the final ſettlement of thoſe accounts, upon which event 105 
alone the full and complete duty can be aſcertained and its pay- 
ment enforced. 
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IN the firſt Report which | your Committee preſented. to 2 


r an ee IT Oe» 


Houſe, they forbore to enter upon a detailed examination of 


of the matters belonging to that part of their i inquiries, and reſe ay 
to themſelves the liberty of reſuming others, in caſe a ſubſequent 
inveſtigation. ſhould enable them to lav before the Houſe any farther 
information or obſervations which might deſerve its attention. 
The examination of the taxes impoſed in 1796, upon which 
your Committee had at firſt forborne to enter, has ſince been 
made the ſubje& of their ſecond Report; and they now praceed 
to ſtate ſuch farther information as they have obtained reſpecting 
the unfunded debt and demands outſtanding on the 5, off Ja- 


nuary 1191: 3-4 
UNDER this head your Committee have been led to re uns | 
the examination of the outſtanding demands relative to the army, 


— 


by their having received from the War- offiee, within a few days 
after the date of their firſt Report, an account of two r in 


which their original ſtatement requires alteration. 

1. In the account made up at the Pay- office, the artiele off off. 
reckonings was there ſtated to amount to 530,548 ; but it ap 
that this ought to be increaſed by a farther ſum of a 26,0901- 
and the difference-has ariſen from the Pay office not having T 
aware of the claims of the off-reckonings: of certain! cope har. 
were not borne on the army eſtimate of 1996, 
g the ſame account it is alſo to be obſerved, that the 5 of 
317,3831. there ſtated to be due for the pay of gene ral and| e. 
officers, exceeds the actual demand for that ſervice, 5 the ſ 


Indies, of which information had not been received at 
the Pay- office account was made up. © 
Theſe two ſums being ſet againſt each * it is obvious tha 


time _ 


there was an over ſtatement upon the amount of army debf, in 
the Pay- office account, pingxed to ; the firſt "ITE by about the ſum 
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- Your, Committee have farther to. obſerve, that. an article. ap- 


18 = 


pears to have been omitted in the accounts, of Treaſury warrants 


due for army, ſervices, reſpeQing which they have alſo received 
particular information ſince the date of their firſt, report; it is a 
demand of the apothecary general to the army, for the balance of 

- liquidated account for the year 1795, for which) he has re- 


| | ary His Majeſty's warrants : this was an outſtanding, demand 
on the 5th. of January 1797, and amounted. at that time to 


54, 4001. And it is to be remarked, that the apothecary ge- 
neral. claims a farther ſum of 75,6001. for the year, 1796; but 
this demand is ſtill unliquidated, and has not been yet paſſed, by 
* phyſician and ſurgeon general. 

3. Your, Committee have uniformly. conceived, that the terms 
in which they were ordered by the Houſe to examine and Mate the 
unfunded. debt or demands outſtanding on, the 5th. of January 
1.797, muſt neceſſarily be underſtood to import a ſtatement, only. of 


ſuch as were ſettled and acknowledged debts, and not to extend o 


any claims which were then pending and unliquidat u. 
Anxious nevertheleſs to give farther ſatisfaction to the Houſe 
upon. the. ſubject, ſo far as their means of inquiry would allow 
them, they have proceeded next to examine into the nature and 
amount of ſuch claims and demands, as it is alledged will appear 
exentually to have been due to the army at the period to which this 
inquiry, is limited, although they have not yet. been reduced into the 
form, of an acknowledged debt. 
On this ſubject your Committee beg leave to ſtate, fiſt, what 


reſpects the amount of the claims made upon the ſame heads of 


ſervice, as are already enumerated in the account, rendered from 
the Pay-office.; and in the next place, what appears to be the 
general ; progreſs... of Al; the regimental, counts, towards a, final 
lexticment.,, io och to one od 1 
_ They bing. that the demands, brought, forward by the regimental 
agents, under ſome of the heads of ſervice ſpecified. in the pay- 
malizr-general's. accounts, exceed the ſums there, enumerated. as 
follows :>-C 
——Marghcs, Se, 5,3 1a . And, that there are other demands.” 
under the head of arrears, viz. for periods prior to the Near 
I 7,992; 51 0 0% 192-Ank for che ar, 3 7265 to 


234-979 * © in to 10 Dale 51 Wa wo 21 JI quo! 
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The ſums, however, dick ew the pe” reſult of the regi- 
mental accounts! under theſe heads, are not admitted by” the War- 
office to be actually due. 1 07 1859 

pon the article of off. doi it is prin! indeed, by 


5 the War- office itfelf, that the exceſs of the ſtatements by the agents 


beyond that of the paymaſter-genera], ariſcs principally from the 
reduction of a number of regiments in 1 79 5, whoſe aſſignment of 
off- reckonings extended to various periods in 1796 ; and that the 
deficiency created in their cloathing fund, by this premature termina- 


tion of eſtabliſhment, remaining to be made good, is a demand of 
which the greater part will probably be found admiſſible, whenever 
| regularly ſtated and vouched. But with regard to the articles of 
_ recruiting, marches, . contingencies, and neceffaries, although the 


agents may have been called upon by the regimental paymaſters and 
officers employed in the recruiting and other ſervices, for advances 
to the full amount ſtated by them, yet it is ſuppoſed that the actual 
expenditure of the agents will be found, upon the whole, to fall con- 
ſiderably ſhort of their drafts : and that as the army wWas as "voted 
upon a very high eſtabliſhment for the years 1995 and 1796, the 
ſaving on theſe years may nearly, if not fully, upon a final ſettle- 
ment, balance the extra expenditure of the agents upon theſe ſeveral 


heads of, Off. reckonings, Recruiting, Marches, Contingencies, and 


Neceffaries. 


Wich refpe& to arrears, it is to be obſerved, that almoſt che 
officer actually employed, being in ſome degree a public accountant, 
the real outſtanding debt upon this head cannot be ktiown; until the 
officers who have drawn money for the public ſervices, Wall have 
ſettled their accounts with the regrmental paymiaſtersgand agents, 
and thoſe again with government. eee 


The demands for tlie years preceding 1796, «Bent, to 


463.194 'will, as it is conceived, be much reduced on Tiquidati6n: | 


The arrears of the officers of the army for the year 1 796, as horde 
upon the Nabliſtiment'of the regular fencibles and militis; Amount 

to about 255, ol. 3 and on this head, the claim' made by the 
agents ambunt to 2 4,9701.; 2 this, it is conceĩ ved, cat. 
not be properly called an Fo emand before Jahvary 1 85 | 
being the earlieſt period at which the deem accounts of 1795 


ate re qured to be Tertled;” Ts ja bock od} 5 


e, 


YOWr Committee, Nadel, _ Sher W RRP the 


though it is only upon the ſettlement of theſe en har the 


arrears of. the officers. become payable, it has been nevertheleſs cuſ- 


017005 5 for the caſe ale of the 15 | wah 650 e n 1005 opinion 
yaur.Gammittee, to fue, ae nf al} Sabaltera, 
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pier By the of6net f che regfttent, ut ah) time 
Mer A denn Tecbdlits hve Yet telfverdd Its" the WE. 
vnde nlefs che accounts themſelves were expedel to be 6 ſpe 
Niet l 78 Wake it Prefefäble to WAI for TYRE) rgülar periöd: and 
4 with regard to Fepiftients abrond, Wiring tHe pretent' War it Has 55 
a bberiamuſualito order a ſum, equal to the arrears bf alł the offiders, 
3 to be iflucd- to che regimental agents, een their accounts 
were not even delivered in:. 2901 055d 2691 31 fo Soi! 
Upon this branch of the ſuibject, your Wande Wire it alſo 
hair duty to tare it as the preſent opinion of the War office, of 
whiclizhey have had repeated teſlimony, that the provifion madeſby 
Parliament for the reſpective years to which all cheſe claims of the 
1 regimental agents belong, are ſufficient to cover all the ſums claimed, 
WM of every deſcription, even if theſe claims ſhould be finally eſtabliſhed 
tatheir full extent. it PBoriib A 
Ae Wich regard to the t renin ___ yrs the final I- 
quigation. gf the regimental accounts of the army, your Committee,: 
ons 30 ghtain the fulleſt information on this ſubjeR, have called. 
for a ſtatement of the number of regimental accounts of the laſt, for 


Years ly Wk „ how many thercof had been ſertled, "how 


2 not le Ned thou delivered i in, and. how Dany ; Are. 175 Jet 
$i 2 4 5 © Oo 
1 8952 in., And they have, ſupjoined to their re port, a detailed. 


Hof ep 8 imental Accounts as are not ſettled, though g dah ins 
125 une . un . 
5 9 appears t] "that of the whole number, i Wy 119 
ert e 2. I 59s 2 there. are 18 1 
| 125 GTA ive, a ud remain, to, e com (cred 17 1 , 


"145-17 


examined, and of which ſeveral ate nearly ny” : and or 07 w 
hXng yet been TalpeQcd' 3"dwing; as it is allèe geh, <1 
riß et preſfure of daily buſineſs, which has en dai 2 
in? every brauch of the accn¹ depäftineft ang 0 The” 
whAIEþeftd of” the delivery of the acchuhts in Heft. 
vieh ies Tan” other. Fbür Committee Rade een b e 
rep, 2 Spell fateient reſptg ii the regie whit Have 
ſerved in Great Britain during the whole of the war, fESFYmhe the” 
dates at which their: annual accounts were delivered Jinzioandorhe 
peridtds h any of them were reſpectively: ſettledʒ andi ſtiniiig alſoq 
ſuchius m. remain opem and unſettled-. h ef eg 
Hpömchefe detail your Committeexthink it nedeſſurcto obſer ve 
thavblhwuph, with reſpect tu regiments abroad, ĩt is ſaĩd to beim 
poſſible for the agents to mak ebup and deli err in thBirdgitnantatiacds 
counts for a very conſiderable time after the period preſcribed 4 
law, yet the ſame reafon does not ſeem to apply to the acegumts 
ſuch. regiments ; as have been conſtantly within the kingdom: * 01 
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DEBAT ES. 33 
thi Ae ene, there are no leſs than 264 accounts; out of 12 


. number, deducting 66 accounts belonging to the year 1796, wh ich 
are not required by lay to be delivered in before the 24th of Jung 
my 15 there remain 198 accounts, whereof only 14 have been 45 
101 ivered within the period preſcribed by a poſitive | law. beg biz 
rs, Vour Committee cannot but remark, that either the 
bY of the law in this reſpect muſt be improper, or that the due execu- | 
{lh tion of it has been neglected. If the former be the real cauſe, they 
105 would recommend a reviſion of the act itſelf, as they conceive that 
of no regulation ſhould continue to be preſcribed by law which is found 
by impracticable in the execution. If the n 2 n 1 
the 


with the act ought to be enforced. | 1. 


18.2 
A diſtinct ſubject of examination has, in the next place, ſug- 
geſted itſelf to your Committee, as falling within this part of their 
inſtructions, namely, the amount of any debt or outſtanding demand 
which was due on the 5th of ee 1797 from the publie to Hi 
ne s civil lift, 


Various have been the ſervices of a public nature, for which ad- 


i vances have been made from the civil liſt within the laſt four years, 
gp. and large has been the amount of thoſe advances. - Your Com- | 
red. mittee have fubjoined to their report a detailed account of the parti- 
gn. culars ; but they have at the ſame time to obſerve, that nearly the 
0 „„ whole amount of each year s advance has been ſucceſſively replaced 
32 out of the ſupply for each ſubſequent year. 
ki 5 Upon the 5th of January 1797, there do not appear to have. 


01590 been any ſuch advances from the civil liſt remaining ,unprovided. . 
4 Mw! for, except two ſums, not exceeding together 8211.. 48. Gd. All. 
che other demands on this head having been included in the ſums ſtated... 
e by your Committee in the firſt report, either as outſtanding demands, 
e or as part of the eſtimates under the head of wee A 
a for the current year. Bad 
he And your Committee cannot forbear to 2 clubs hs 8 
alſolg propoſed of providing for ſuch ſervices by vote upon previous eſti- 
beg mates, is far more expedient than the defraying of them in the firſt: 
ervs;. : I inſtance out of the civil lik, | which muſt neceſſarily occaſion; large 
ur and inconvenient arrears upon ſome of the numerous ſervices for 


viads which the W RW rf rae a ; 2301996 213 16t oon 
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.. : SUCH, upon the whole, has been the iflue of theſe inquiries, 
into which your Committee have entered perhaps more at large 
chan their ſtrict duty required, or their inſtructions may ſeem to 

have authorized: and finding that the reſult even of ſuch an exa- 
mination has furniſhed them with ſo very few inſtances, and thoſe 
of ſo inconſiderable an amount, in which the official ſtatements 
upon this ſubject (preſented by your Committee in their firſt report) 
were incomplete, and having no ſpecific allegation or ſuggeſtion befbre 
them of any defects in any of the other official ſtatements, they now 
think proper .to cloſe their inquiries upon this part of. their in- 
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1 OUR Ouinties; in \ their ics + Pete tg depend Habe en 
deavoured to diſeharge che duty impoſed upon them by the Hofe, 
with regard to all the ſeveral matters referred to their exdtminatich, 
except thoſe which are contained in the concluding inſtructibnn 
This laſt head of inquiry comprehends, indeed, .no.lefs.a compaſs 


than an examination of what regulations and checks have been ap- 


Plied to control all the branches of the public expenditure, and how 
far the ſame have been found effectual; what increaſe or diminution 
has taken place in the ſalaries and emolumety of all public offices 
ſince the year 1782; and what farther meaſures can be adopted, 
either for reducing the public expenditure, or. for diminiſhing the 
total amount of official ſalaries and en without detriment 
to the public ſervice. 8 

In proceeding to obey this inſtruction, your Committee were 
ſtrongly impreſſed with its comprehenfive extent and peculiar diffi- 
culties ; and it was evident, that they could not expect, in the ordi- 
nary courſe of their own parliamentary continuance as a Committee, 
ta complete ſuch a reſearch in all its branches, with the attention 
dur its preſent and future importance. | 53401 

t became neceſſary therefore to begin, by — out of the 
various objects before them, ſuch of the more important depart- 
ments as they could hope to LEED the greateſt diſpatch 
and effect: and as Parliament itſelf had formerly appointed two 
ſueceſſive commiſſions, about the ſame period of time from which 
theſe inquiries were to commence, for the purpoſe of inveſtigating 


public accounts and offices, your Committee conceived, that they 


could not, upon the whole, diſcharge their duty more ſatisfactorily, 
than by purſuing, on the preſent occaſion, ſo far as their own con- 
tinuance might enable them, a courſe ſimilar to that which was 
then adopted In taking this line, they found themſelves aſ- 


| fiſted, as to their ſelection of objects, by the judgement of Parlia- 


ment itſelf, which had ſpecifically directed the attention of the 
Commiſſioners to particular branches and offices of the public ex - 
penditure; and thoſe Commiſſioners, who were authoriſed to ad- 


- miniſter oaths to all perſons whom they found it neceſſary to ex- 


mine (a power greater than what your Committee poſſeſs) having 
„„ 


*. 


den tbemſchwes ſhould be enabled, by the aid of thoſe Zeport 


A 


; — * 
3 FR 
* IF 
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* 1 4 


— 


Agenity empleped more than eight years in their laveſtigations®, 


and produced no Jeſs than twenty-five reports, of approved accuracy 
- *  -intheitdenails; and of the higheft importance in Heir reſults, your 
TIE Committee thought it -moſt adviſeable to ſtand vpofi the vantage 


ground of their labours; conceiving it material in the firſt place to 


3 f | — "aſcertain how far the refaltofaheſs reports appeared to have produced 


practical benefit to the public; and being farther of opinion, that 
85 to 
ſccute their own inquiries ds Meh Seater: --of 
- ty of. rendering them-uſefyl. | . nt hag vg: 

The ſplection being chus made, your Committee provered, ge 


= "29 confider of the maſh; convenient onger.of inquizing.joty. theſe ſeve- 


Al objects z.,{the former reports aſſomding them no uniform. precedent 
in. this xeſpeR3), and they have upon this queſtinn thought it moſt 


HSnvenient co arrange the ſeveral: objects of their inguizy, under the 


diſtinct heads of, 1. Collection ct. the Public Revenue. 20 Ex- 
 praditure: of the:Pablic Money ; and, 3. Audizing * the; Public 


10 12 1 n l Ders zoon 


In. reporting upon each particular office, within — of theſe 


— your Committee have adopted one uniform. mode; 
__ pamely, by. ating, ſt, Ho far the regulations and checks, re- 
mmended bythe; former Commiſſioners, have been ſince earxied 


„inoexecution, and ho far they have been effectual. a2dly, What 


Jas been the actual, increaſe or diminution, in the expence, of each 


Aſpce, and, its ;falarics and, emoluments, ſince 17823 and gdly, 


Ahe farther meaſures. which, in the opinion of your Committee, may 


oed for gegulating or reducing-the-public expenditure,.or eſta- 


— 


Arſe out of the. „preceding ſtatements; with regard to theſe ob- 
Fexyations, howeger, your Committee . heg leave to remark,. that 
enn have conceived it to be their duty principally to, Keep. in 


|  Fiew:the ſame;maxims of political, prudence ,and;,cconomys. which 


$878.46 clearly Hated, and fa conſtantly, urged. by the Commiſſioners 


of, Accounts, and of, Inquiry ; and in other inſtances, ;» re. new 
Sens Mc ee K 4 Jigs: Tanga beers 
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TD of office, without detriment; to the public ſerxice; fub- s 
Fitting. ſuch. obſervations upon this head as appear; tathem 40 
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ur Committee. have only preſumed to wget bon as u- 
"ters, - de ich may wo deſerving of a more deliberate and n 1 4 
tigation, than the advanced ſtate of the preſent ſeſſion. of 
7 0 0 Mats ee eee to en upon them. nim 2 
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ur COLLECTION OF THE REVENUE. = 
Under this general head are comprized the ſeveral duties bf 
Pans Exciſe, and Stamps, the Land Tax, and Aſſeſſed Faxes, 
| 4 thoſe derived from the Poſt Office, Salt, Hawkers and Pedlars, 


= 1 Hackney Coaches and Chairs, and the Penſion Duties, Firſt Früits 
a WM and Tenths: other ſources, caſual in their nature, of ſmall pro- 
oft | duce, and of various deſcriptions,” alſo contribute to the annual 
he revenue; ſuch as ſeizures, profers, the 11 of er or ſup- 
* ur offices, lotteries, &c. Ke. eld, 
ic + Prevtouſly, howeyer, to the detailed inveſligation of As gin 
57 tions and official diſburſements of each particular department, ychr 
le Committee have thought fit to take a preliminary view of the gene- 

> ral rate of expence, incident'to the whole Rem of collection. 'Fhey 
* were defirous of ſtating what were the charges of eblle tion ĩti iche 
ed year 178 2, and of ſhewing their progreſſive amount throtighdar 
pL each ſubſequent year down to the preſent time; but they find that 
ch the accounts of the ſeveral revenue departments were not made dp, 
Ys in the early part of this period, with a ſufficient uniformity of plan, 
ay and minuteneſs of detail, to furniſh the means of exhibititig focht a 
1 ſtatement. The more diſtinct and comprehenfive' ſtatemebits'of the 
b national revenues, which have been framed under the authority of the 
0. Executive Government within a few: years paſt, have enabled | 
b- "Committee, to trace correctly the variations which have taken disce 
at in the charges of management through the laſt eight years. Thiefe 
in comprehend equal periods of peace and war: and your Coroniittte 
th have . therefore proceeded to inquire, in each or the Principal 
i branches of reviſe; what, during theſe periods, Has bern the Fate 
d per centum to which the charges of management have! Arnobntkd 
＋ upon the groſs receipt, and upon the net produce of each brate te- 
2 ſpectively; they have then tated the average rate of -expence-for 
if. which the total groſs receipt, and total net produce,.of-theſe,-pgin- 
ir cipal branches of the public revenues were anmuallx collected dgring 
it the ſame, periods ; and they have endeavoured-'to eorhplets': 


1 iluftration of this fabject, by giving a general view "of t the” Ahle of 
1 che revenues for che year 1796, ee the 805 
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upon each, and the various deductions incident to each in he courſe 
of its paſſage to the Exchequer. y | 
Upon conſidering the component parts of the Biltim revenues, 
with 2 view to the rate of expence at which each part is collected, 
i is obvious that ſome of them are affected by pecular eireum- 
ſtances, which muſt render the proportion of expence materially 
different in different inſtances. 
Thus, the eſtabliſhment of the Board of Cuſtoms is employed, 
not for purpoſes of revenue alone, but alſo for carrying into effect 
the laws of navigation and trade, upon which the ſecurity of the 
empire, and the protection and encouragement of its commerce and 
manufaQures fo eſſentially depend; and yet, in ſtating the ex- 
pences incurred for the management of the cuſtoms, it is impoflible 
to ſeparate the charges applicable to regulations of trade and navi- 
gation; from thoſe which are incurred for the excluſive purpoſes of 
revenue. For the ſame reaſons it muſt alſo be remarked, that it 
has been deemed-expedient to divide the collection of ſome of the 
largeſt duties on imports between the cuſtoms and exciſe, in order 
the. better to ſecure the revenue, by checking the inland tranfit of 
goods which have been clandeftinely brought aſhore ; and by this. 
meaſure, nearly three millions of revenue are transferred to the ex- 
cife,) without any material diminution in the neceffary eftabliſhmenit 
of the'euftoins. It is equally neceſſary to obſerve, that the ex- 
penees attending the execution of the quarantine ſervice, are alſo 
paid out of the cuſtoms, and add confiderably to the general charges 
of management, although they are incurred not for purpoſes of re- 


venue, but for the general ſecurity of health. It is natural there- 


fore to expect, that the rate of expence in this department ſhould be 
bigher.than what is incident to moſt others. | 

The following table will ſhew what has been he aun rate . 
centum un the collection of the groſs and net revenue of the Lene 


duringatho period in queſtion: n 
| © Rate per cent. "+ th per cent. 
Tus Groſs Receipt. ran Net produce. thereon. 


1789 C. 5,417,333 2. 6 8 4,050,003 * 8 
17% © 5,349,478 6 3.975,88 9 
$7911 7 8 . 4,193,837 Fs + 
997 . 6,045,818 8 . . 
6 
7 
6 


9 1 10 
I 5 0 
11 6 
17 6 
5,574,708 4.221,8322 - 4087 
1794 5,84, 840 3,821,218 1 106 8 
1795 5.776, 058 I 3.959. ow 10 3 % 
1796 6,381,992 83 4.5 33,489 8 12 6 
The fluctuation which appears in the proportion that the groſs and net 


produce bear to each other in the different years, ariſes chiefly from an in- 
ereaſe or deercaſe of the amount of drawbacks paid on goods exportede 
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1 Some other branches of the revenue are alſo affected by peculiar 
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circumſtances, which appear to increaſe their expenee of manage» 
ment, only. becauſe they are eſtabliſhments executing other ſervices 
beſides that of merely collecting the public money. The Poſt-office 
falls particularly within this deſcription, and is an eftabliſhment of 


ſo mixed a nature, that it cannot, for the preſent purpoſe, be brought 


fairly into compariſon with any of the revenue departments ; the 


9 profits of the Poſt: office being eſſentially derived from the compen- 


ſation paid by individuals for the performance of a labour undertaken 
by the Government for the public accommodation ; and, beſides the 
ſalaries of the various officers connected with the management, of 
this ſervice, the Poſt-office is ſubject to ſeveral charges of a ſpecial 
kind, ſuch as the expence of horſes, carriages, and packet boats; 
&c. &c. The Salt-office is another eſtabliſhment, in which the 


charges of management are alſo enhanced by cauſes of a peculiar 


nature: for, in order to ſecure the duties upon home conſumptian; 
which alone contributes to the revenue, it is thought neceſſary to 
maintain a guard over the whole quantity of ſalt manufactured, al- 
though nearly four-fifths of it are ultimately exempt from duty, as 
being either applied to our fiſheries, or exported. The Hackney= 
coach office is alſo an eſtabliſhment of a mixed nature, and its prin=. 
cipal functions are thoſe of a court of police in cafes which have no 
connection whatever with the collection of the revenue. Subject 
to theſe remarks, the charges of management upon the ſeveral 


other branches of revenue may be eſtimated from the following 
tables : 


EXCISE. „ 

Years. Groſs Receipt, ihn.. Net Produce, Rate per cent” 

1789 . 8,418,611 . 5 10 if 4. 7.222, F066 385 2 
7790 % sss 5 11. ©: 7,64% , 0 12__3r 
1791 9,808,908 & & 4 8,211,692 5 19 11 
1792 10,113,867 4 19 10 8.456,833 5 19 5 
1793 942,8) 5 5 7 3,009, 4 6 4 1 
1794 9.904,99 5 4 8,489,462 5 17 9 
7795 10,866, 4 13 11 9.378.350 5 816 
96 10,960,425 4 12 1 975557) 5 10635 
| N00 | | Was | 20 
1 a 4 D 0 7 
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= The computations of the rate per centum of the expence of collecting 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes is made on the groſs and net produce, including the 
tax on windows, by the 24th of His Majeſty, there being no expence at- 
tached to the latter article in the cuſtoms or exciſe, into which the net 


produce of it js paid. 
. FIC) 1 | « 2M 
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118 5Tt 2 | . Rate per cent. ; b 2 Rate cent, 6 
Years. Groſs Receipt. thereon, Net Produce. 9 fag 4 
1789 C. 1, 325, 0% L. 5 7 1 . 1229979 L-5 15 4 
1790 1,415,324 6. 4-2 1,310,829 6 18 1 
1791 1,489,871 4 11 8 1,385,774 4 1! rh 
1792 1,530,333 416 8 1, 420, 856 3 
2793 1,462,870 5 x T0 1,367,002 5 9 6 
1794 1,522,073 630 -3 1,411,074 5 410 
1795 1,801,412 4 18 9 1,072,132 5 6 6 
1796 1,904,092 +77 1,772,976 5 410 
LAND TAX, and ASSESSED TAXES. 
ENS Rate per cent. ; Rate per cent, 
Tow Groſs Receipt. ek Net Produce. th Ne . 
1789 L. 3,572,484 L. 3 10 3 L. 3.447,01 L. 3 12 9 
1790 3,741,222 3 3,013,038 3 10 11 
1701 3.743,96 1 39 10 3.613, 123 3180 
2792 3,023,019 $ 2 -$ 3,501,920 e 
1793 3,635, 250 3 9 4 3,509, 1414 3 11 10 
1794 . 30455524 3 9 6 3+519,079 3 12 3 
1795, _ 3,663,501 310 2 3.534976 3 12 9 
1796 4,101,869 312 5 3,953,316 315 1 


4154378 


Vears. Groſs Receipt, * 8 Net Produce. _ 2 ark rr 

4 8 = TE | 
1789 L. 476, 38 1 4.6 5 6 CL. 379.549 £-8 8 2 
1790 495,060 611 7 414,599 3 
17991 493,831 4 16 6 415,683 5 147 1 
1792 497,338 6 111 416,705 7 9 107 
. 1793 $02,341 $6 6 -4 401, 894 7 10 K. 
1794 520, 664 129 9 442,917 1 
1795 552,933 FT is 'Y 405,780 0-13 4 
1-96 7. 4955400 7 
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HACK NET COACHES and CHAIRS. 


Rate per cent. Rate per cent. 


* Fears. Gros oe "thereon, Net Proddod.. thereòp. 
1789 . 26,359 (. 8 510 C. 2 L. * 1 
2 17900 26,315 S 1 54 24,142 8 19 2 
1790 , 29,937 TS +0 27,700 8 0 9 
1792 20,322 88 57 24,093 9 $2\'® 
1 1793 26,336 8 10 0 245097 9 $79 
1794. 244940 9 0 9 22,600 10 a-8 
= 2795 26,09 IF 2 2 3-YOO! * 
1 1796 26,14 8 12 6 23, 890 9 8 10 
3  HAWKERS and PEDLARS. 
= 4 : Years. c Groſs Receipt. thereon, Net Produce, — 
| 1 1789 4. 6,132 £+ 48 17 10 . 3137 £-95 0373 
| 2790! 6,708 7 673 I 
1591 6,482 41 13 O 3,78! 71 8 
1792 6,008 47 9 8 3134 91 13 $ 
1793 6, 42 47 17 7 3-149 92 4 4 
ö ; 1794 6, 104 46 14 9 3,251 87 1. 
8 1795 0,795 2 4,005 69 13 3 
..- | 1796 74017: 35 21 59 5,076 2 88 
ng Having given theſe particular ſtatements of the rate of expence 
the incurred in the ſeparate collection of each of theſe branches of the 
at- revenue, your Committee proceed next to ſtate the average rate of 
net expence incurred in collecting the total groſs receipt end total net 
pt produce of the principal revenues of Great Britain (the Poſt-office 
excepted) during the ſame period, which appears to ſtand thus: 
Years. Rate p. ct. on the Groſs Receipt. Rate p. ct. on the Net Produce, 
8 90 oY] ; . 3 
1 1789, 45 "UL |3 | Mo | ns 
51 1798. | 815 3 6.46 7J-—- 
. 19183 8 5 8 9 6 9) 7 0871 
I 1792 , $,5. 0 516 o op; 
£1 1793 99 1 9 i671 
5 1794 6 58 & . 6 4 7 
. 1795 - 9. 485 8 7 .: s 10 gor. 
A 1796 | | 5 þ 9 . 8 5 1 7 fei! 
8 2 Or 3 
4 In the charges of. management of theſe ſcveraly revenues, the 


ſums paid by the officers on account of the land tax, the one ſhil- 


ling, and the ſix pence in the pound, are included, which neverthe-. 
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leſs, ought properly to be deducted from the management, becauſe 
they paſs into, and are accounted for in another branch of the reve- 
nue. If the amount of theſe latter taxes were deducted from the 
charges of management of the laſt year's revenue, the rate per cen- 
tum on the collection might be ſtated thus 1796, on the groſs re- 
ceipt about 41. 14s. on the net produce about 51. 14s. Iod. 

It is difficult to compare the amount of this expenditure, with the 
expences incurred by other nations for fimilar purpoſes ; but there 
is reaſon to believe, that it does not much exceed half the expence, 
according to the loweſt calculation, which was incurred in collecting 
the revenues of France, about the beginning of the ſame period of 
tie to which the preceding ſtatements relate. Perhaps, indeed, it is 
impoſſible to obtain complete information upon this head, with re- 
ſpect to any foreign ſtates, even thoſe of which the moſt recent and 
accurate accounts have been laid before the public ; whercas, to ule 
the words of the very able and intelligent perſon wheſe afliſtance 
has principally enabled your Committee to lay theſe ſtatements before 
th public, “In Great Britain, every farthing drawn from the ſub- 
ject, on account of the public revenues, and all deductions there- 
from, until the net produce is paid into the Exchequer and brought 
within the view of Parliament, can be aſcertaineg with a mathema- 
tical accuracy. 

In illuſtration of the general ſubject of theſe preliminary remarks, 
your Committee have ſubjoines a ſtatement of the whole of the re- 


venues of Great Pritain for the year 1796; diſtinguiſhing, 1, the 


erofs receipt upon each branch; 2dly, the ſeveral deductions neceſ- 
ſarily incident to each reſpectively, viz. for drawbacks, re-pa: ments, 
allowances and bounties in the nature of drawbacks ; 34! , their 
reſpective charges of management, &c. ; 4thly, the net produce re- 
maining upon cach, after theſe deduQtions are made; Sthly, the 
ayments made gut of that net produce for national purpoſes, ſuch 
S, the ſup;ort of the civil government of Scotland, the encourage- 


ment of fiſheries, the importation of corn, or the raiting of ſeamen, 
&c. &e all of which are to be conſidered as an anticipation of iſſues 
out of the Exchequer ;z and 6thly, the final payments actually made 
into the Exchequer. 
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Note. — The item of „ Sundry ſmall Sums,” is compoſed of || 


profers, produce of allum mines, compoſitions, reiit of 
light houſes, and alienation duty. 


Note.—The act of the 24th of His Majeſty, chap. 38, direAs the 


net produce of the tax arifing from houſes and win- 


dows, to be paid to the Recciver General of the Cuſ- | 
toms, who is empowered to retain fo much thereof as, | 
together with the duty of 5 per cent. on tea, ſhall N 
amount to 348,5471., and to pay over the reſidue to ; 


the Receiver General of Exciſe. 


As the net produce of houſes and windows ftated in the | 
above account, amounting to 529,9761. has been 
applied to, and is included in the groſs and net produce | 


and payments into the Exchequer .of the Cuſtoms and 
Exciſe, it is therefore deducted from the groſs and net 


produce and payments into the Exchequer of the 
Aﬀeſſed Taxes. | 


Note.— The account of the circumfiexed articles, is taken fron 
the Appendix to the firſt Report of this Committee. 

| Note.—The expence of the Lottery of 1796 cannot be cxaQly 
aſcertained, as the charges are not yet all paid; but the 
medium of former years is about 14,000]. 

 Note.—The ſum paid into the Exchequer in the year 1796, on 

account of the fees or allowances of regulated offices in 

the Exchequer, is not to be conſidered as an average 


ſum—it conſiſts of the ſurplus balances of preceding i 


years, and the amount will vary in proportion to the 


increaſe or decreaſe of the Exchequer iſſues at different 
periods. 


1 


— —— 


. Your Committee proceed next to the ſeparate examination of 


each particular department in which the public revenues are 
collected. 


* 


SFO 
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THE Commiſſioners appointed to examine, take, and ſiate the 


public accounts of the kingdom, made three ſuceeſſive reports upon 
this department, in which they fully explained its Conſtitution, t 


duties of its ſeveral officers, and the mode of collecting this part of 
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the revenue, in London and the out ports. 
theſe reports, they pointed out a variety of important regulations for 


viz. 1. Accounts. 
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And in the courſe of 


retrenchment of expence, reduction of eſtabliſhment, and accommo- 
dation of the merchants, moſt of which your Committee have great 


ſatisfaction to find have been fince carried into effect. 


Theſe regulations _ be claſſed under the following heads : j 
Qthces.. 3. Fets. 4 Holidays, and 
Hours of Attendance; = 5. Cruizers. 

1. With regard to the accounts, it was propoſed by the Com- 
miſſioners, that, every collector or receiver in the port of London 
ſhould, on the firſt board day in every week, lay before the Com- 
miſſioners an account of the total ſums received and paid to the 
Receiver General, daring the week preceding, together with the 
balance in his hands at the cloſe of the week ; and that the Re- 
ceiver General ſhould ſtate, at the foot of his weekly certificate to 
the Commiſſioners, the ſum of duties reinaining in his hands, and 
for what reaſun not paid into the Exchequer. Theſe regulations 
have been accordingly carried into effect; and the Receiver Gene- 
ral makes up his account on every Saturday, and his payment into 
the Exchequer every Wedneſday, never retaining any balance in his 
hands beyond the growing produce of the Week. | 

It was alſo recommended, that authority ſhould be given to take 
the balances of duties, and payments therefrom, in the plantations, 
from ſome convenieht period, in order that the Comptroller Gene- 
ral might be enabled to include the groſs receipt and payments at 
the plantations, in the general account of the cuſtoms patled in the 
Exchequer. With reſpect to this point however, although the pro- 
priety of the principle, is conceded, its execution has not been 
adopted; and the reaſon now aſſigned, is the official intricacy and 
difficulty which would attend ſuch a meaſure. 

As a cireumſtance connected with the matter of accounts, it was 
alſo recommended by the Commiſſioners, that the iſſuing of port 
books from the Exchequer ſhould be diſcontinued ; it appearing 
that no leſs than 395 of theſe books were iffuzd annually, at 
the expence of 7511. I1s, 2d. per annum; that not more than 
27 3 returns opon theſe books have been made in ten years, and that 
neither the books nor returns were of any public utility. Your 
Committce finding, however, that this recommendation had not 
been adopted, have inſtituted a freſh inquiry into the ſubject ; and 
it appearing that this expence has been ſtill continued: during the 


laſt 1 2 years, even where the patent oftces for which theſe books 


were originally deſtined no longer exiſt; that not one ſixth of the 
requiſite returns have been made; and that even theſe according 
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to the concurrent, opinions of the Board of Cuſtoms, and of the Ex- 
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cheque are of no practical poſſible, utility to the ꝓublie a your Com- 
mitteg cannot but earneſtly recommend the immediate diſcontinu- 
ance of this needleſs expence, amounting in the, hole, for books, 
fees, and meſſengers Allowances, to che n ſum of 7971. 
38. 2d. 01 40 

The priſpge and butlerage duties on 1 row duty on coals, 


holden under antient grants of the Crown, bought, according to the 


ſuggeſtion of the Commiſſioners of Aceounts, to be re- veſted (if the 
conſent of the grantees could be obtained) in the Crown for the pub- 


lie ſervice, upon a reaſonable compenſation. to be wade to the 
grantees, by a ſum in groſs, or by the annual payment of an equi- 


valent out of the duties ariſing from theſe reſpeQive artieles. Ny 
meaſure of this fort has been adopted; but the Board of Cuſtoms are 
of opinion, that it would be attended with official benefit and con- 
venience 3 and your Committee cannot forbear, upon grounds f 
poliey and economy, moſt ſtrongly to recommend ĩts adoption. 


A general conſolidation of the duties of the eaſtoms was alſo re- 


egmmended by the Commiſſioners of Accounts; and this operation 
Mas accordingly carried into effect by ſtat. 27 Geo. Is c. 13. up 
to that period. 1 881 
At, Was father opaſed, that the 9 of thes acequnts of this 
department ſhould not be tranſacted. by the auditors of the impreſt ;z 
but their office having been aboliſhed, and a new eommiſſion eſta- 
blimed in its place, by fiat 25 Geo. 3. e. 5 2. under which no fees 


are paid, the objection of expence no longer ſubſiſts, and the-ac- 


counts are audited by the new Commiſſioners. pap the ouher 
Tity. of, the ancient auditors. Eni 0 4) 40 
The recommendation of 8 A 5 3 comes 3 


of the groſs and net produce of the cuſtoms, periodically, for the in- 


ſpection of Parliament, has been enforced by a poſitive lav, which. 


requires that there ſhall, be laid before both Houſcs of Parliament, 
within fourteen days after the commencement, of each ſeſſion, an 
account of the total produce of the duties of cuſtoms, exciſe, ſtamps 
and incidents reſpectively, for the fovs nenen next preoding the 
date of ſuch account... 1, 3 elle ome} 5113 16 


——-— — —— — — 


* N. B. The Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their 1 Report, 
ſtate this expence at 751. 118. 2d.; but they. eem to have been unac- 
quainted with the farther ſum mentioned irr t e preſent return from the 
Eoard of Cuftoms, Which is charged for Exchequer fees, viz. 451. 128. ; 
this, added to the former fam, oi es it 797l. 38. 2d. 
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2. With regard to offices, a reform in many branches of the 
cuſtoms was ftrongly urged by the Commiſſioners of accounts ; and 
it has been fince effectually performed in almoſt every inſtance where 
ſubſequent vacancies have happened. 

The propoſed abolition extended in the port ; En, 

of London to - — 61 Total 196 
And in the out ports - 135 

And the total of the propoſed annual ſaving to the public, ac- 

cording to the net produce of thoſe offices in 1784, was 42,0551. 


48. 1 14.“ 

= 1 claſs of offices which the Commiſſioners ca 
ui- to be reduced, comprehends, thoſe whereof they deemed the .dutv 
No do be uſeleſs; and the board of cuſtoms agree in the propriety of 
arc | their ſuppreſſion. Of this claſs there are in the port of London 
mw | ten; but none of them have yet fallen in; a ſtatement of their de- 
of | ſeriptions and emoluments, as they ſtood in the year 1784, is an- 
dn nexed, whereby it appears that their total net annual produee then 
re- amounted to 5, 360l. 168. 64d. 
on | In the out ports, there are one hundred offices of the fame claſs ; 
up the total net annual produce of whoſe appointments amounted, in 
di 1784, to 12,9931. 9s. 14d. Twelve of theſe offices have ſince 
his fallen in, which have not been filled up. Their net annual pro- 
ſt z duce, in 1784, was 3, 5931. 38. 74d. 
ta- The ſecond laſs of which the f uppreſſion was recommended, 
ces comprehends, thoſe where the buſineſs is uſeful, but the officer has 
AC become uſeleſs by 'converting his office into a finecure : and the 
zQ-/ | board of cuſtoms think this reduction alſo to be highly proper. 
| Of this ſecond claſs there were, in the port of London, thirty- 
nt; four; the total net annual produce of whoſe appointments amounted, - 
in- in 1784, to 10,9311. 15s. 4d. Twelve of theſe offices, of the 
ich net yearly produce of 3, 5781. 18. 5d. have fince become vacant, 
nt. which have not been filled up; although, with reſpe& to two of 
an them, it has been thought proper, after aboliſhing the ſinecure part 
PSs. of the office, to appoint an executive officer in the place of each, at 
the. a regulated ſalary. In the out ports, there were thirty-five offices 
3 10 of the ſame claſs, the total net annual produce of whoſe appoint- 

| *. zi Chats £15; 

ou 2d Claſs c —— : 7 
** 5 | 3d Claſs 2,909 11 11 
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ments amounted, in 1784, to 7, 4591. 128. 03d, Eighteen of 
theſe offices have fince fallen in, but none of them have been filled 
VP, Their net annual produce in 1784, was 4,6781. 78. 64d. 
The Commiſſioners of accounts, after propoſing that the öffters 
of cuſtomers ſhould be wholly at an end, and that thoſe of comp- 
troller and ſearcher ſhould ceaſe to be patent offices, adviſed the ap- 
pointment of two officers at every creek where the deputies to patent 
offices were then ſtationed, and that they ſhould hold their offices by 
the ordinary form of the commiſſion of the board of cuſtoms ; and 
carry on the buſineſs of the deputies to the patent offices ;—It ap- 
pears to your Committee that this regulation, ſo far as reſpects the 
new modelling of theſe offices, has not been carried into effect; but 
that when the principal office has in thefe inſtances become vavinit, 
perſons have been appointed to conduct the buſineſs, as well at 
ks as at the ports; and the perſons ſo acting, receive the fees 
heretofore taken for the benefit of the principal ; and after retain- | 
ing a certain allowance for the diſcharge of the duty, they remit the 
remainder to be carried to the public account. The board of cuſ- 
toms repreſent that the regulations propoſed upon this ſubject can- 
not well be accompliſhed, until all theſe offices ſhall have fallen in, 
nor even then without the authority of Parliament. 

The third claſs of offices to be ſuppreſſed, comprehends thoſe of 
which it was . conceived that the duty might be conveniently trans- 
ferred to other departments; and the board of cuſtoms alſo concur 
in the propriety of this reform, not only as a ſuppreſſion of fine- 
Cures, but as promoting a ſyſtematic unity in the treaſury collection 
and control in this department. Seventeen offices were ranked 
within this deſcription, the total net annual produce of whoſe ap- 
pointments was 2, 909 l. 11s. 11d. Of theſe offices four have 
fallen in, to the finecure part of which no ſucceſſors have been 4 
Pointd; their net annual produce, in 1784, was 516. 188. 5 

Some ſpecial conſiderations, however, are ſtated by the board of 
cuſtbms, as requiring attention in the reform of this latter claſs of 
offices. They obſerve, that an extenſive and important duty apper- 
tains to ſome of them ; ſuch as, the inſpector of the out port collec- 
tors accounts and dene and the examiners of out port collectors 
quarter books.; and that the arrangements incident to ſuch a reform 
would alſo require the introduction of many practical directions, 
| both in London and the out ports: they add, that the ſuppreſſion 
of the offices of receivers of fines and forfeitures for London and 
the out ports, and the alignment of the reſpecti ve truſts and buſi- 
neſs to the Receiver General, apd the inſtitution of a proper's con- 


| HOH 


of 
ed 


trol over this additional duty, would alſo require to be pro. 
vided for. 

With regard to the office of accountant of petty receipts, which 
the Commiſſioners of Accounts had recommended to be reduced, it 
appears, that the portion of emoluments formerly received from a 
poundage on entimerated goods was, on a vacancy in 1788, abo- 
liſhed by order of the Lords of the Treaſury ; and in lieu of the 


former ſalary of 13 f. a year, together with a poundage, which, 


in 1784, was reported to have been 1, 634l. 8s. 11d. the office 
was thereupon reduced to a net ſalary of 5ool. a year. : 
The practice of requiring officers to be put under inſtructions for 
a certain time, and of not admitting them into office until they have 
obtained a certificate of qualification, has, in conſequence of the re- 
.commendation of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, been extended to 
the office of collector and comptroller at the out ports, and to other 
ſituations ; but no regulation has been adopted for eſtabliſhing a 
.courſe of gradual riſe to the office of comptroller at the out ports, 
and from thence to that of colleQor.” Your Committee conceive, 
however, that although an invariable adherence to ſuch a rule might 
occaſionally be attended with conſiderable inconvenience, yet the 
principle ought always to be kept in view in the diſpoſal of theſe 


.. offices, as an incentive to diligence, and the moſt likely means of 


placing in theſe offices perſons of approved ability and fidelity. 

Of the total number of officers in theſe three clafſes, which were 
recommended to be ſuppreſſed, amounting to 196, it appears, there- 
fore, that forty-ſix have ſince fallen in, and have not been filled up. 


' Your Committee however find that another of theſe patent offices, 


of which the ſuppreſſion was recommended, alſo became vacant by 
death in the year L794» and was thereupon filled up, as is ſtated to 
your Committee, in conſequence of an engagement of a former 
Adminiſtration; and they find alſo, that in two other ſimilar in- 


ſtances of finecures, a change of the perſons who held them has 
been allowed to be made. In ſtating theſe inſtances, they think 


proper at the ſame time to remark, that amongſt the eight patent 


out port officers, who acted themſelves, and whoſe ſuppreſſion was 
nat ſuggeſted by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, four vacancies have 


happened, none of which have been filled up; that above one hun- 


dred other offices of inferior note have alſo been aboliſhed, and that 


no reverfionary grant whatever has been made of any office in the 
cuſtoms ſince the year 178 2. k 
3. The. abolition of all fees and gratuities, _ the ſubſtitution 
of a fixed ſalary to each officer, were earneſtly recommended by 
the Commiſſioners ; and their plans have been already executed, 
H 2 
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in ſexeral inſtanees, by the direction of the Treaſury, on the recom- fiet 
mendation of the board; but, beſides this limited reform, very ae- up. 
tive meaſures were taken, immediately after the report of the Com- | wt 
miſſioners of accounts, for introducing a general reform, _ _ ſut 
ſame. principle, throughout the whole eſtabliſmment. 

The opinions of the merchants reſident in London, and in 1 wt 
of, the out poris, were colleQed, upon the expediency of aboliſhing juc 
or;regulating the fees, and of providing eompenſations to the officers fiv 
by a tonnage duty. In 1788, the merchants of London declared eſt 
their wiſhes for a total abolition; and the various communications me 
received from the merchants and traders at the out ports, made it the 
evidently impraRticable that any general table of fees could be made po 
to ſuĩt all places. With a view therefore to aſcertain, the amount of | Ct 
the fees, for which compenſation muſt be provided, if the fees them- ac 
ſelves were aboliſhed, a bill was ſubmitted to Parliament, (which nit 
afterwards. paſſed into a law, authorifing the Treaſury to appoint two qu 

miſſioners of the Cuſtoms in England, and one in Scotland, to pr 
inguire on oath into the emoluments of all perſons employed in the pe 
ſervice of the cuſtoms. to 
In January 1790, thoſe e having viſited thidty- eo 
four out ports, made their firſt report, recommending certain mea- a8 
ſures for relief of the coaſting trade; and in the ſame year an act of 
Parliament was paſſed for the relief of that trade, at a conſiderable by 
loſs to the revenue. co 
n March 1791, the e made a ſecond report, by po 
which it appeared that the total of the fees amounted, in the year Ci 
1788, to 133,8051. 68. 3d. In May 1791, they made their te 
third report; in which, after ſtating and diſcuſſing the various opi- ſe: 
nions communicated to them by the merchants convened expreſsly ca 
upon this ſubject, they declared themſelves to be decidedly of opi- be 
niop, that an entire abolition of cuſtom- houſe fees, and the payment pe 
of every perſon. in that department by the Crown, and the Crown fo 
only, would be a meaſure highly beneficial both to the commerce CO 
and, the revenue of the country: and they farther declared-it as as 
their opinion, that if an entire abolition. were deemed inexpedient, w 
great. advantages might nevertheleſs accrue to commerce, and much ar 
ſecurity to che revenue, by aboliſhing the fees paid to the perſons di 
uſually called gut- door officers ; the annual amount of which wWas pr 
about 45,0001. 3 and that this meaſure, though of a more limited in 
. extent, would place the out- door buſineſs at he nee 88 l the =_ 
kingdom pp, an equal footing. dey dan c m 
your, Dommintee, that in -aoiancaiof theſe b of 


was prepared in 1792; but that the apparent dif- 


fieulty of the ſubject, and the expence of providing a cbmpenfarlom 
upon the principle and to the extent ſuggeſted,” were conſiderations! 


1 vhich at that time nn any farther n upon 'this' 


ſubject.” [44 11019 0 219noilit 
4. The holidays ved in the euſtoms are a grievance, opal 


Z which the Commiſſioners of Accounts remonſtrated, as greatly pre- 
judicial to the revenue and to the merchant : they amount to forty- 


five days in every year, beſides Sundays; thirty of this number — 


eſtabliſned by ſtatute,” and the remaining fifteen by uſage! N 


meaſure, however, has been taken to reduee their number, Maden 
the imports of the nation have been nearly doubled, and the ex- 
ports more than doubled fince the date of the former reports. Your 
Committee have therefore called upon the board of euſtoms for an 
account of ſuch regulations reſpecting theſe holidays, as in the opi-' 
nion of the board would be moſt beneficial to the public ſervice, re. 
quiring the reaſons to be ſpecified for ſuch as it might be thought 
proper to keep; and upon the repreſentation of the board, it ap- 
pears, that the holidays might be properly reduced from forty-five 
to eleven, which, in the opinion of your Committee, might alſs, 
confiltently with the reaſons alledged by the boar; be reduced to 
a ſtill ſmaller number. HT 
The hours of attendance in the cuſtoms, were alto acvertec tg 
by the Commiſſioners of Aecounts; and although they did not re- 
commend any ſpecific alteration, yet they ſtated that the hours ap- 
pointed by the rules annexed to the book of rates, were not ſuffi- 
cient ; that four hours in each morning were neceſſary for the ata 
tendance of officers in the long room; and that the abſenee of the 
ſearchers from their office, from one o'clock till half - paſt three, de- 
caſioned an inconvenient ſtoppage in the whole export buſineſs. The 
board of cuſtoms agree, that farther regulation is wanting in theſe 
points; and that the hours, ſettled in conformity to the marmers of 
former times, are at preſent inadequate, and ill adapted to the ac- 
oommodation of buſineſs. But they ftate to your Committee, that 
as the ſubject requires much inveſtigation, and a commumcation 
with the merchants of London, and alſo with thoſe of the' od ports, 
amongſt whom, on a former Fonfideration' of the fubject, à great 
difference of opinion appeared tc prevail, the Board is not at preſent 
prepared to fubmit” Jnr 6 decided ops 28 to wie the'akeration 
toute! beo a o dans FR 
In caſe it odd be Abo pee Feresfiek, either to di- 
miniſh the number of holidays, or increaſe the number of the hours 


of attendanee; owe become a uf qr un it may not be 
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juſt to allow ſome augmentation of ſalary to the een a in A | 


| canſideration of their increaſed duty? 


The cruizers in the ſervice of the euſtoms were x RALLY Y 
Fo ae partly upon ihe eſtabliſhment, and partly by contract. 
The Commiſſioners of Accounts profeſs to leave the queſtion of pre- 
erence between theſe two modes wholly to the Board; and the only 


ſpecific recommendation which they give is, to prohibit all officers bk 
in the ſervice of the cuſtoms from having any ſhare or concern in 
theſe veſſels. This recommendation has been fully adopted, and DV a 
no ſuch union of contending duty and intereſt is now ſuffered to - 


exiſt. The board of cuſtoms, in the year 1787, proceeded alſo to 
Jay aſide the ſyſtem of contract cruizers ; it having appeared that 
frauds had been committed by ſuch veſſels, to the great injury of | 
the revenue; and that upon a comparative view of the ſcizures | 
made, and the expences incurred by the ſeveral veſſels employed in 
the years 1781, 1782, and 1783, thoſe on the eſtabliſhment had | 
produced a much larger net ſum to the revenue than thoſe upon 
contract, notwithſtanding the latter exceeded the former in point 
of tonnage, as well as in the number of mariners. 

At preſent the cruizers upon the eſtabliſhment, as they are gene- | 
rally called, are thirty-ſeven ; ; but a diſtinQion obtains between 
thoſe which are more ſpecially denominated cruizers on the eſta- 
bliſhment, and eruizers paid upon incidents; of which latter ſort 
there are eight : they differ from the other twenty-nine by no other 
circumftance, than that the Commanders of thoſe on the eſtabliſh- 
ment are appointed by the Lords of the Treaſury, and thoſe upon 
incidents by the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms. 


d 2. 

1. IN conſidering the increaſe or diminution which has taken 
place, ſince the year 1782, in the number or in the amount of the 
ſalaries and emoluments of different public offices in the depart- 
ment of the cuſtoms, your Committee beg leave to obſerve, that be- 
fides the reduction of forty-fix offices which has taken place ſince 
1782, in conſequence of the recommendation of the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, one hundred and four other offices have been aboliſhed 


in this department, by authority ef the Lords of the Treaſury, and 


of the Board of Cuſtoms: the diminution therefore amounts al- 
ready to one hundred and fifty offices; and the total amount of ſa- 
laries thus aboliſhed or reduced, is 9,7731. 28. 1d. This fum, 
ver, fo far as it relates to the vacant patent offices, does not 
incl ide the fecy incident to them; and therefore does not expreſs the 
whole gain accruing from their having fallen in, which, according to 
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Total OFFICES to fall in. 
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3 There are alſo one hundred and fifty * more of the offices, 93 


ſuppreſſion was recommended by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, 
Rill to fall in, from whence there will N be another gain to 
the public of at leaſt 30, 2881. 13s. 104. per annum, ſubje& indeed 


=: to ſuch deduCtions as it may be neceſſary to make out of this ſum, 
in favour of tlie efficient officers who may be appointed. to ſucceed 
to the active part of the offices ſuppreſſed; but at the ſame time 
it is alſo to be kept in mind, that the valued produce of theſe offices, 


in 1784, will probably be found hereafter to be much augmented 
by the ſubſequent increaſe of trade, and conſequent increaſe of 
fees. 

The Board of Cuſtoms have farther repreſented to your Com- 
mittee, that it is not only their uniform endeavour and practice, to 


| make any retrenchment in the number or pay of the officers in their 


department, which can be effected without detriment to the pub- 
lic fervice 5 but that there are ſeveral offices in London and the out 
ports, which, under the authority of the Treaſury, or by the reſolu- 


WT tion of the board itfelf, are to be diſcontinued on the firſt vacancy ; 


and others, the propriety of whoſe continuance is to be taken into 
conſideration as they become vacant. Your Committee have fub- 


joined an enumeration of the ſpecifie reductions which are at pre- 


ſent in contemplation. 


Number. Net Produce in 1784. 
iſt Claſs: 
London 10 . 360 16 67 
Out Ports 88 £ 3 5 5 
2d Claſs: | | 
London 22 10,353 13 II 
Out Ports 17 2,781 14 5 
3d Clas 13 0 e >. 10 
| 5 150 L. 30,288 13 103 
e WY 7" W e 
| Fallen i in, I 
| 1 | | VV | 
t Ports 12 I 168" 
24 Claſs: | 5 593 0 7³ — 
London 122 3.8780 112) $76 
Out 1 18 7516 82 
— | AIP Is bd x; OY 
Towl 196 L. 42, 655 4 114 Dirt 
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2. Your Committee have to obſerve, nevertheleſs, that in many i 
inſtances an incteaſe has taken place, both in the number and pay 
of the officers of the Cuſtoms, fince the year 178 2. The num- | 
ber of officers added is 444 ; and the amount of the falaries, 


either newly created or added to former ſalaries, is 27,2141. 
75. 758. 


In thus augmenting ce number of officers, it is repreſented to 5 
your Committee, that the Board of Cuſtoms has always proceeded 
gradually, and with ſo much reſerve in the beginning, as often tio 


require a ſubſequent augmentation ; and that the moſt numerous ad- 
ditions have been made in the claſs of officers who had no fixed falary 
whatever, or ſalaries not exceeding 51. per annum. Upon inſpecting 
the annexed returns, it appears, that not leſs than 200 inſtances, out 
of the 444, fall within this deſcription ; 200 more of theſe new 
offices are limited to ſalaries of different fizes, above 5l., and not 
exceeding 501. per annum; twenty others amount to 80ol. per an- 
num; befides which, there are two at 1ool. per annum each; 
eleven at 2001. per annum; one at 350l. per annum; and one 
at 400l. per annum: and although the increaſed amount of the 
falaries appears to be 27,2141. 7s. 74d. yet upon examining the 
various articles of which this ſum is conſtituted, it will be found, 

that the whole of the additional expence for theſe 4.4.4 new offices, 
is not more than 11, 50ol. ; that the addition to old ſalaries during 
the laſt fourteen years, is little more than 3,500l., and that the 
largeſt article which ſwells the total ſum, ariſes from the compenſa- 
tion made to certain offices in lieu of their fees ; this laſt item is 
not leſs than 12,0001. The ſubſtitution of ſalaries in lieu of fees, 
was a meaſure ſtrongly recommended by the Commiſſioners of Ac- 
counts, and in theſe inſtances has been deemed, by the Board of 
Cuſtoms, to be of indiſpenſable neceſſity. 

Upon comparing the total increaſe of ex- 


Pence, vis L. 275,2 14 7 72 2 

with the total diminution es the ſame heads, 

Vik. $792 2 [1 

the balance thereof will appear to be an in- EE 
creaſe of Le 1 1 3 62 


but this ſum is alſo ſubje to a farther reduction. 


3. The eſtabliſhment of the cruizers in the ſervice of the cuſ- 
toms, beſides the change of ſyſtem already noticed, has alſo under- 
gone ſome fluctuation in number and expence ſince the year 1782. 
Thirteen new cruizers have been appointed, at an annual expence 
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place; where ſalaries have been ſubſtituted in their ſieu, 


A 


of 659931. 2600 3d. = part of Which, arifing from the inereaſed 
compliment of mariners, on account of the war, is of eourſe to be 
regarded as temporary; but fourteen other criiizers have been Al- 
continued, the expence of which was 8,7 27l. Los. 3d. 0 that the 
reſult exhibits a diminution. of one eruizer upon the eftabliſkinent, 
and a reduction of expence amounting to 1,7331. 148. Deducting 
| therefore this latter ſum from the ſum of 17,4471. 58.614, there 
e. remain the ſum of 2 £- 15,767 6 112 
en 

8 It is to he amanda, that beſides the increaſe of officers and 
Llaries, an increaſe has alſo taken place, ſince 1782, in the rate of 


fees payable to the officers of cuſtoms; and your Committee have 


annexed; a ſtatement of theſe particulars, fo far as they have been 
enabled. The Board of Cuſtoms ſtate indeed, that they have no 
cognizance whatever of the fees taken by the efficers in this deprt- 
ment; and, o owing to that cauſe, the account» of fees which they 
have gde, is therefore probably the leſs perfoct. Your Com- 
mittee. are informed, however, by an officer of great experienee 
(and to whoſe ſkill and diligence upon this very ſubject i the Com- 
miſſioners of accounts were formerly much indebted) tł 
the inſtances. of inereaſe in this aceount of fees, have ariſen from 


an increaſe of the ſervice itſelf, for which theſe fees were e meily 


taken. A conſiderable diminution, in fees, however; has 


of courſe, have been . totally aboliſhed /;; and a reduction or diſcon- 


tinuance of fees has alſo taken place in various other inſtanoes, 


where the ſervice. itſelf, for which they were originally paid, has 
either partially or entirely ceaſed: both weld! era ot diminution 
are cxemplified in the accounts annexed. +11 th bog ,2916%07 
5. Upon balancing the eſtabliſhments as they ſtood roſpectivthy in 
the years 1782 and 1 796, it appears upon the whole, thatab in- 
creaſed number of offices is 294, and that the increaſexof expense 
amounts to 15, 70 l. 118. 64d. But in order tos form a juſt 
eſtimate of the neceſſity of this increaſe of expenditure, beſides the 
ſeve nſiderations already ſuggeſted, ſome regard ſhould alſo be 
had to the increaſed produce of the revenue itſelf ; "the grofs arhdtift 
whereof appears to have riſen, between the years 1784 and 1796, 
from 3,965, 2 l. to „38 1,90 . 
1782. "Eogtith Cuſtom * 01 Zoe $1 1 1 
1s 20 991911 ec: 1 L cer b. 
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1796. Engliſh Cuſtoms LF. 6,118,391 
| Scottiſh = = < = wes: ink 


- 6,381,902 


And with the ſame vicw it is alſo proper to ji Ao, that in the 
year 1783, the value of the imports into England amounted to 
I1,651,2811., and the exports from England amounted to 
13,896, 41 5l.; whereas, in the year 1796, the value of the 
imports was 21,024,8061., and the value of the exports 
29,196, 198lʃ. 


d 3- 


IN the courſe of the preceding ſtatements, your Committee have 
thought proper to recommend, in addition to the many beneficial re- 
forms already introduced into the department of the cuftoms, under 
the ſanction of the Reports of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, that 
certain other meaſures, which have alſo the ſame ſanction, ſhould 
be carried into execution, viz. I. That the iſſue of Exchequer port 
books ſhould be immediately ſuppreſſed ; 2. That the priſage and 
butlerage duties and duties on coals ſhould be re- veſted in the 
Crown; 3. That the holidays ſhould be reduced, and the hours of 
attendance regulated. Vour Committee beg leave alſo to offer ſome 
farther obſervations, under the ſeveral heads of 1. Accounts, 
2. Offices, 3. Fees, 4. Laws, and 5. Bonding of Duties. 
I. The accounts of the cuſtoms were much ſimplified by the 
- conſolidation of duties which took place in 1787. Since that 
time, however, eight new. branches of duties have been created, 
which make it necefiary to keep ſo many new and diſtinct ac- 
counts; the ſame principle, therefore, which led to the original 
meaſure, will, in the opinion of the Board of Cuſtoms, require its 
farther extenſion. 

The accumulation of balances in the hands of the receivers, is 2 
conſideration alſo belonging to the head of accounts. With regard 


to the Receiver general of the Cuſtoms in London, it has already 
been ſtated, that the balances upon his accounts are made up every 


Saturday, and paid into the Exchequer on the Wedneſday follow- 
ing; but in the Exciſe, Stamp, and Salt- offices, the interval of 
one day only, takes place between the making up of the weekly 
accounts and the conſequent payment ; as your Committee ſhall 
have occaſion to notice in reporting upon thoſe branches of the 
evenume. 

It appears, however, that the manner in which the Receiver- 
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general of the Cuſtoms of Scotland has been accuſtomed to pay 
over his balances is widely different; and although he repreſents, 
that he lays before the Board at Edinburgh a weekly ſtatement of 
the caſh in his hands, and when the balance appears to admit of it, 
the Commiſſioners direct a remittance to be made thereout to the 
Receiver-general at London, yet by the annexed account it is ma- 
nifeſt that the preſent Receiver-general of the Cuſtoms and Salt 
Duties (both of which are managed in Scotland by the ſame Board) 
retained in his hands, on the 5th of January 1796, a net balance 
of 65,7311. 128. 5d. ; and that upon examining his ſucceſſive 
monthly ſtatements, from 5th January 1796 to 5th April 1797, 
although his balance appears in one inſtance to have been reduced 
to 23,2551., yet its average amount exceeded 47,4001. ; and that 
on the 5th of March 1797, he had a net balance of 54,8951. 
11s. 92d. Your Committee, therefore, obſerving that theſe ba- 


lances are ſo large in themſelves, and bear ſo large a proportion to 


the whole amount of the cuſtom duties, received for Scotland in the 
year 1795, viz. 263,5111. 138. Id., are of opinion, that ſuch 
balances ought not to be ſuffered to accumulate in private hands ; 


and that the compenſation which the Receiver-general may be en- 


titled to for his ſervices, ought io be made by a fixed and adequate 
ſalary, but not by the profit which he may be ſuppoſed to derive 
from the uſe of the public money; a mode of compenſation always 
injurious to the public, and often prejudicial in its confequences to 
the individuals themſelves. It appears alfo, that the ſecurity given 
by the preſent Receiver-general is only 25,000l. ; a ſum very 
inadequate to the average amount of his balances. And your 
Committee have thought it their duty to annex to this Report, a 
return which clearly proves that the office may be reſpeQably filled 
for a compenſation not amounting to half its preſent profits and 
emoluments ; and that a reduction of its profits might prevent the 
means of making thoſe arrangements which appear to exiſt at pre- 
ſent, and which are at all times liable, from their . to become 
injurious to the public intereſt. 

2. The offices belonging to the Board of ce appear to 
have been ſo carefully inveſtigated by the Commiſſioners of Ace- 
counts, and their ſpecific plan for ſuppreſſing the ſeveral clafſes of 
uſeleſs departments and officers, has been ſo generally approved, 
that your Committee think it of great importance to have that 
ſyſtem of reform- placed beyond the reach of future infringements, 
and eftabliſhed by poſitive law. With regard to the effective 


oiftic-1s upon this eſtabliſhment, your Committee would alſo re- 


commend, that beſides a general, though not invariable rule of pro- 
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| motion by ſeniority, a farther reward ſhould be held out to thoſe 


who may continue in this line of the public ſervice, till age or in- 
firmities oblige them to retire, either by the eſtabliſhment of a ſu- 
perannuation fund, or by authorizing the Board of Cuſtoms to 
make provifion in all ſuch caſes. This meaſure is expreſsly re- 
commended by the third Report of the Commiſſtoners of Cuſtoms, 


who acted under the ſtat. 29 Geo. 3. c. 64; and it is conſiſtent -, . 


with the practice of many other branches of the public ſervice, and .: 
was uniformly approved of by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry. It 
has alſo occurred to your Committee, that a fund may be eaſily found 
for this purpoſe in the cuſtoms, if Parliament ſhould think fit to 
appropriate to this uſe the accumulated and growing produce of the 
fees which ſtill continue to be received from the vacant patent 
offices. A large proportion of theſe fees js regularly inveſted in 
31. per cent. conſolidated bank annuities, together with the growing 
intereſt ; and there is now ſtanding, in the names of two of the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms, and of the Receiver-general of the | | 
Cuſtoms, the ſum of 74,0831. 178. 9d. purchaſed by theſe inveſt- 3 
ments, and applicab! e to the public ſervice. 

It is alſo the opinion of your Committee, that if fixed 5 net 
ſalaries could be given to each officer, proportionate to his ſervices, 
the general arrangement would be much improved; inſtead of 
leaving their compenſation to depend upon their having additional 
places or employments in other ſituations, or upon their caſual re- 


ceipt of fees. Your Committee have annexed an account of the 


penſions, places, and employments, holden by the preſent officers 
of the cuſtoms, unconnected with their duties in this department; 
but they forbear to make any remarks upon this ſubject in this 
place, meaning to referve them for future ſtatement, as applicable 
generally to all the departments which have come under their ex- 
amination. 

3. The abolition of fees is a meaſure which, for many reaſons, 
your Committee think it their duty to ſubmit to the conſideration of 
Parliament. The independence of the revenue officers, the relief to 
the trader, and the ſecurity of the revenue, are all involved in this 


queſtion. The merchants of London, and thoſe reſident at ſeveral 


of the out- ports, when conſulted in 1791, approved of this mea- 
ſure; and the opinion of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, that of 
the Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms who viſited the out- ports, and 
that of the preſent Board, all concur in the propriety of the aboli- 
tion. But the main difficulty which has been ſtated conſtantly, as 
obſtructing the execution of the plan, is the neceſſity of providing a 
fund for con penſation to the ſeveral officers whoſe fees are to be 
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aboliſhed ; the total amount of theſe fees, according to the repre- 
ſentation of the Commiſſioners, under ſtat. 29 Geo. 3. e. 64, 
amounted, in 1788, to the annual ſum of 133,805l. 6s. 3d., 
out of which the fees of the out-door officers were about 45,0001. 

Your Committee have upon the preſent occaſion thought fit to 
call for a ſtatement of the fees received in the port of London, in 
two ſeveral periods of peace and war; from which it appears that 
their total amount, in 17845 was 64,0931. Is. od; and in 
1788, 64,364l. 168. o d. — that in 1794, they 3 67,0271. 
28. 9d.; in 1795, 66,3961. os. 23d. ; and in 1796, 79,7821. 
15s. 93d. A detail of the pen parts of theſe ſums is an- 
nexed, . from thence it appears, that ſo much of theſe fees as 
was received by the out- door officers for the port of London, 
amounted, in 1794, to 20,8481. 4s. 43d.; in 1795, to 
21,6351. 18s. 94d.; and in 1796, to 25,3911. 13s. 65d. 
This latter object is the narroweſt point to which any propoſal of 
abolition can be reduced, in order to procure any very material ad- 
vantage to the revenue or the trade. 

No ſpecific plan indeed has been hitherto propoſed for providing 
a compenſation adequate even to the leſſer object; nor is it perhaps 
very eaſy to find an eligible mode. It has been repreſented, how- 
eder, to your Committee, that an adequate proviſion for theſe fees 
might be conveniently and fairly obtained, by laying a ſmall duty 
for this purpoſe on a few of the principal articles of imports ; ap- 
portioning this duty according to the ſhare which the trade of each 
country contributes to the whole trade of Great Britain ; and that 
for this purpoſe it might be expedient to arrange in diſtin& elaſſes 
the ſeveral countries whoſe products are nearly fimilar ; for example, 
1. The Countries on the Baltic. 2. Germany and Holland. 
3 All other Countries in the South of Europe, and to the South- 
ward of it. 4. Africa. 5. The Eaſt Indies. 6. The Britiſh 
Northern Colonies, and the State of America. 7. The Weſt 
Indies; and 8 Ireland. According to this arrangement, if the 
whole ſum wanted were 25,000. per annum, and the Baltic trade, 
for example, be equal to one tenth of the whole trade, the products 
of the Baltic, viz. iron, hemp, timber, &. would have to contri- 
bute about 2,500. : and thus the burden would be rateably divided 


in the way moſt likely to diminiſh its weight upon each part. 


Your Committee, having received this ſtatement upon teſtimony 
the moſt competent to the ſubject, think it their duty to ſubmit it to 
the Houſe for farther diſcuſſion, if the object r ſbould be brought 
under conſideration. 


4. Upon adverting to the laws of the cuſtoms, your Commitee 
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have found them to be voluminous in bulk, intricate in their details, 
and comprehending not leſs than twelve hundred articles upon 
which duties are levied ; about nine hundred of theſe are ſubject 
to rated duties, and the reſt are charged ad valorem. They find 
alſo, that the ſtatutes relative to the cuſtorns alone, fill at preſent 
fix large volumes in folio ; that they are unprovided with any 
printed index ; and that the compilation itſelf, even in this ſtate, 
is not publiſhed, nor can it be commonly obtained by purchaſe. 

Out of the total number of 1,200 articles, upon which the du- 
ties of cuſtoms attach, there are not more than 160 which appear 
upon the annual accounts preſented to Parliament, as yielding the 
ſum of 1, oool. and upwards; the remaining 1,040 fall under the 
general head of © ſundry ſmall articles,” and do not produce, in 
the whole, more than from 85,000]. to 110,000). per annum; 
each of theſe articles, nevertheleſs, has ſome ſpecial regulation be- 
longing to it, and the accumulated niaſs of theſe details has rendered 
the whole ſyſtem much too complex. | 

By the evidence of perſons having long and extenſive experience 
in the commercial and technical details of the laws of the cuſtoms, 
your Committee are warranted in ſtating moſt decidedly, that a con- 
ſolidation and ſimplification of the laws of the cuſtoms, would 
greatly contribute to ſecure and increaſe the colleQion of the re- 
venue. By a fimplification of theſe laws, the revenue officer would 
be enabled to execute his duty with more promptitude and ſafety; 
the merchant would better know how to tranſact his comentrclal 
concerns with the revenue ; and the forcign trader would have the 
means of avoiding thoſe errors which at preſent ſo frequently expoſe 
his property to ſeizure, for the omiſſion of forms which it is almoſt 
impoſſible that he ſhould know to be neceſſary. And it has been 
repreſented to your Committce, that all the laws of the cuſtoms 
might be clearly and correctly arranged under the heads of exporta- 
tion, importativn, and carrying coaſtwiſe or internally: that the 
principles being few, the text of the law might be comprized within 
a narrow compaſs, and the details of enumeration be diſtributed 
into ſeparate ſchedules for each claſs of articles. It appears alſo, 
that the attention of the Executive Government, and of the officers 
of the cuſtoms, has already been directed, in ſome degree, to this 
important object; and its execution, however difficult, has not 
been thought by them to be impracticable. Probably, however, 
the final completion of this work muſt be delayed, until returning 
peace thall have enabled Parliament to conſolidate all the duties 
which have been created ſince the general conſolidation act; and to 
place upon a permanent baſis many of thoſe commercial arrange- 


| | 
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ments with foreign countries, which now depend upon temporary 


on 4 laws, or orders of council ; in ſuch an event it is alfo poſſible, that 

ect 'Y many new commercial relations may ariſe with ather countries, 

ind 7 which will equally require attention in revifing the code of our 

ent 0 commercial juriſprudence. 

ny 5. Vour Committee cannot conelude their report upon this im- 

te, BY portant branch of the revenue, without ſubmitting to the conſidera- 
tion of the Houſe, a meaſure recommended by the higheſt authority 

lu- in matters of commercial policy, and ſupported by ſtrong teſtimony, 

ar derived from an enlightened and extenfive obſervation of practical 

he details. It is conceived that the produce of the cuſtoms might be 

he greatly increaſed (and the charges of management diminiſhed, if not 

in WW poſitively, yet comparatively by the increaſe of income) if means 

n; could be found for adopting the ſyſtem of warehouſing goods im- 

de- ported, and bonding the duties, without actually levying them 

ed til! the goods are taken out for home conſumption. That the 
= application of this principle is juſtified by the preſent uſage in the 

ce | caſe of tobacco ; and that all the moſt important advantages of the 

ds, ff ſame general plan might be obtained, by extending the prac- 

n- tice to a very few of the largeſt articles of importation. The policy 

d of ſuch a meaſure, carried even to a wider extent, has been certainly 

re- long ſince ſanctioned by the ableſt writings; and your Committee 

1d are now warranted, by the official opinion of the preſent inſpector 

&- general of the commerce of the einpire, in recommending its limited 

al execution, as ſafe for the revenue, and as likely to be productive of 

he very great national advantages. 

fe July 19th, 1797. 
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1. IN confidering the Exciſe Board ſimply as an office of collec- 
tion, and independently of its eſtabliſhment, your Committee, be- 
ginning with the Board of Exciſe in England, have referred to the 
Report of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, and obſerve, that at their 
date © each collector of exciſe went his rounds eight times in a 
« year; that he remitted the whole of his net colleQion in every 
„round to the Excife-office, chiefly by bills at twenty-one days 
« after date, in the counties near London, at thirty days in the 


« more remote counties, and at fifty or ſixty in the moſt diftant, for 
t and none at a longer date; that he is conſtantly remitting during tha 
« his round, and within a week after it is finiſhed, ſends up by a 70 
& balance bill all that remains of the duties collected by him in 
44 that round.” mil 
In the fecond Report, your Committee find, that the Re- hav 
<« ceiver-general every week pays into the Exchequer the net pro- this 
cc duce of this revenue, unleſs ſome foreſeen demands in the follow- gul 
« ing week make a reſervation of any part of it neceſſary.” thei 
In the ſame Report your Committee find, that the Commiſſioners | 
ſtate, ** that the punctuality and expedition with which the duties 
e collected in certain offices (the exciſe being among the number) , 
« paſs from the pocket of the ſubject into the Exchequer, leaves us "6 
« no room to ſuggeſt any alteration in the time « Or Manner of PAY; ſtate 
« ing in the ſame. quir 
Your Committee beg to notice an effect of this EINE and the 
expedition apparent at that time, namely, that it is ſtated in an Ap- 8 
pendix to the firſt Report of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, that licer 
on the 29th September 1780, there were no arrears ar defaulters up a 
of the officers of exciſe for twenty years preceding 1777, incluſive, mitt. 


nor to that date, except for 3,6001..; the collector at Oxford ſpe 
having made his remittance by a bill, the drawer and acceptor v 


ters 
five, 


xford 
eptox 
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of which became bankrupts, but which remained in ſuit err 5 


the parties. 

Your Committee having aſcertained, by means of the Commit. 
ſioners of Accounts, what was the practice of the exciſe at the date 
of their reports (1780-81) have proceeded to examine what is the 
practice of the office at the preſent moment, and find from their re- 
turn, © that ſince the year 1787, none of the collectors of the 
« exciſe have been permitted to take or ſend up bills for the caſh 
« of the revenue, which have more than thirty days to run, and 
« thoſe near London have been confined to twenty-one days; 
« from the year 1788 alſo, under a general order of the Board, 
« they ſend up accounts of their receipts and payments, and re- 
« mit their caſh at the end of every week; in other reſpects 
« there is no difference between the practice of 1780 and che 
5 preſent time.” 

Your Committee inter i end, that « every Monday, after two 
ce o'clock, the Receiver-general makes up his accounts for the week 
c ended that day, and makes his payments into the Exchequer for 
ce the ſame week on the Wedneſday following ; ; if not an holiday, if 
an holiday, on the ſucceeding day.“ 

Your Committee having called for the account of defaulters 
for twenty years preceding 1797, have the fatisfaQion to ſtate, 


that this account, on the 1ſt of June 1797, did not exceed 


7ol. 78. 75d. 
Upon the exeiſe board, as an office of collection, your Com- 
mittee have only to add, that during the ſeventeen years which 


have elapſed ſince the reports of the Commiſſioners of ene "Þ. 


this department appears to have been conducted with the ſame re- 
gularity and vigilance, as then received from the Commiſſioners 
their unqualified commendation. 


BOARD OF EXCISE IN SCOTLAND. 


2. YOUR Committee find from a return from the Commiſ- 
ſioners of exciſe in Scotland, that this revenue is collected in eight 
Kated rounds or periods annually, the ſeveral collectors being re- 
quired to tranſmit the net produce of their receipts in each round to 
the Receiver-general or Caſhier at Edinburgh, before they ſet out 


on a ſecond collection. The amount of duties charged by way of 


licences, and all the duties on goods and liquors imported, are made 
up and returned only once every quarter, but the net produce is re- 
mitted within fix weeks after the termination of cach quarter re- 
ſpectively. PER; 

Vor. V. | KX. 


— eee +I Xx * 8 7 1 IT 72 
rc ARE Gu . . ARE. 
r — tant Pa * . 1 Ve ts ae * — 2 


* D r 
. ³˙·ÜRA es IT on 
CCC 4 ITALIA IE. CORE ILCNPAs n 


& err 


66 | PARLIAMENTARY 


It appears alſo from the ſame return, that the balances in 8 
hands of the caſhier at Edinburgh were, during the year 1796, as 
follows : . 

4 To 4 
Lady Pay 1796 96,743 16 4 
Midſummer 1796 $84,186 9 8 
Michaelmas 1796 75,148 4 11 
Chriſtmas 1796 106, 398 15 4 


The Board in explanation ſtate, that in general more than one- 
third of this apparent balance has been actually laid out or advanced 
on the general benefit of the revenue, &c. &c. the vouchers for 
which not being completely made up and checked before the termi- 
nation of the quarter, cannot of courſe be properly ſtated to the 
caſhier's credit in the public authenticated accounts of that period. 
They alſo ſtate, that another confiderable proportion of the ſaid 
balances (fometimes to the amount of 20,0001.) falls to be 
paid over immediately after the termination of each quarter, 
for the ſupporting the civil eſtabliſhment of the country, and 
other purpoſes, under the authority of the Court of cava in 
Scotiand. 

Your Committee 36 not obſerve, that the above return gives any 
explanation why nearly a certain proportion (viz. one-third) of an 
uncertain balance ſhould have been in general actually laid out pre- 
vious to the ſettlement of each quarter for the general buſineſs of 
the revenue; but admitting this fact, and deducting in conſequence 
one-third from the foregoing balances, and alſo 20,000l. ſtated 
to be ſometimes called for immediately after the expiration of the 
quarter for civil purpoſes, &c. &e. the ſaid balance will ſtand as 


follows: 
| 4. 


Lady Day 1796 44,495 17 
Midſummer 1796 36, 124 6 
Michaelmas 1796 30, 98 16 
Chriſtmas 1796 $50,932 10 


The above balances (as ſtated by your Committee) are ſaid in the 
return to be divided into no leſs than forty different branches, each 
making the ſubje& of a different account, and are ſtated to be in 
general no more than ſufficient for anſwering the various contingent 
charges, drawbacks, and bounties, which may occur to be claimed 
out of the ſeveral branches reſpectively. 

Your Committee are not prepared to admit, that this eſtimate of 
* charges is correct, as it will appear that the above ba- 
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| lances (taking them for argument to be true) vary ſo materially 


from each other, namely, in the extreme caſe upwards of 2p, oool. 
that the ſame general obſervation cannot apply to each of the ſeveral 
periods ſtated. 

The remittances from Edinburgh to London are made weekly, 
and by bills payable ſixty days after date, being, as the return _ 
ec the ſhorteſt that the courſe of exchange can well allow in tranſ- 
Theſe weekly remittances 
but occaſionally exceed that 
amount when circumſtances admit—the total of theſe remittances 
for a year, ending Lady-day 1797, being 415, oool. 

Your Committee, defirous of giving farther information to the 
Houſe on the ſubject of the balances remaining in the bands of the 
Receiver-general or caſhier at Edinburgh, have obtained an account 
from thence, ſigned by the Accountant-general and Deputy-comp- 
1 from which they collect the following facts: 


« acting ſuch conſiderable ſums.” 


£4 

That the ſaid balance was 0 Jan. 1796 35,431 12 6 
5th Feb. ditto 90, 238 15 5 

zth Mar. | ditto SHIT 2 3 

5th April ditto 96,743 16 4 

5th May ditto 95,508 18 11 

th June ditto 93,4860 o 4 

5th July ditto 84,186 9 5 

5th Aug. ditto 90,279 3 7 

5th Sept. | dies 94 8 

5th Oct. ditto 84,117 © 10 

5th Nov. ditto 78,277 14 4 

5th Dec. ditto 108,242 1 5 

Sh Jan. 179 l 143 4 

5th Feb. ditto 103,234 18 7 

5th Mar. ditto 160,033 19 2 

5th April ditto 98,597 13 4 


In à note to this paper, it is ſtated by the Commiſſioners of the 


Exciſe, wn hat ĩt may be proper to obſerve, that more than one third 
of the ſums thus appearing as balances in the hands of the Re- 


« ceiver-general or Caſhier at Edinburgh, are always actually paid 


or advanced by him, by way of impreſt for carrying on the gene- 


«© ral buſineſs of the revenue, the maintenance of the exciſe yachts, 


Ke. &c., which come afterwards in courſe to be ſtated to 
his eredit only, when the accounts and vouchers are duly 
made up. | 
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Your Committee remark, that this account, annexed in the ap- 
pendix, ftates, in the firſt inſtance, a balance in the hands of the re- 
ceiver of 85,4311. ; that it contains, in one column, the amount 
of „ caſh received,” and in the other the amount, not only of the 
remittances, but alſo of the payments made each month; that the 
firſt balance was reduced in its amount only twice during the whole 
period, viz. on the 5th of October and 5th November, 1796, be- 
ing reſpectively at thoſe periods 84,1171. and 78,2771.; and that, 
at the cloſe of the account, it was 98,5971., being an increaſe of 
13,1661. during the whole period. | 

In concluſion, your Committee conceive themſelves to be war- 
ranted in ſtating, that in their judgement there has remained in 
the hands of the Receiver-general or Caſhier of the Exciſe in Scot- 
land, a larger balance than was neceſſary to anſwer the demands on 
it for the public ſervice, as during a period of fifteen months the 
current receipt has exceeded the amount of all remittances and pay- 
ments; and therefore, relying on the authority of the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, and on the practice lately adopted in England as to 
balances in various departments, both of receipt and expenditure, 
and on its being notorious that the public have ſuſtained repeated 
and heavy loſſes from the contrary praQtice, they recommend, that 
effectual meaſures may be taken for preventing the future accumu- 


lation of theſe balances beyond the amount neceſſary for carrying 
on the public ſervice. 


$ 2. 

YOUR Committee proceeded to examine the eſtabliſhment of 
the exciſc board, with.a view to ſtate particularly what increaſe has 
taken place ſince 1782, in the number or in the amount of the ſa- 
laries and emoluments belonging thereto, and whether any, and 
what, farther meaſures can be adopted for diminiſhing the total 
amount of ſuch ſalaries and emoluments, without detriment to the 
public ſervice. 

Your Committee have received from the Board a return, con- 
taining in detail an account of the ſeveral departments belonging to 
the principal office, the Port of London, the Cry Eſtabliſhment, 

and the Out Ports. 
| The above return ſtates diſtinctly the number at officers in each 
department, their employment, the groſs amount of their emolu- 
ments, diſtinguiſhing what part thereof ariſes from ſalaries, or fixed 
allowance or of fees, or other emoluments ; it ſtates alſo the de- 
ductions therefrom, whether ariſing from taxes, or on any other ac- 
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has 
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total 
the 


con- 
g to 
ent, 


each 
olu- 
fixed 
de- 
r ac- 


count; 
1 pointed, the duration of his intereſt therein, with the increaſe or 
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it notices alſo the authority by which each officer is ap- 


diminution which has taken place in their ſalaries or fixed allow- 


ances fince 1782.— The above is followed by ſuch obſervations, 


under either of the above-mentioned heads, as ariſe from the caſe of 
each reſpective officer. 

The account of each department is conduded by an explanation 
of the general duty belonging to it, ſtating when the caſe requires the 


" ; | particular duty of each officer, with obſervations on the cauſes of the 


increaſe or diminution of the number of the ſalaries or fixed allow- 
ances annexed to it, with an opinion in each caſe as to the praQi- 
cability of making a reduction thereof, without detriment to the 
public ſervice. 

Your Committee have only farther to ſtate, that the ſame return 
ſpecifies the perſons who hold any other employment in addition to 
their ſituation under the exciſe, with the net amount of the emolu- 
ment annexed to ſuch additional office. 

Your Committee have given the above general deferipelion of 
this very perſpicuous and ſatisfactory return, to which they very 
particularly refer the Houſe, as containing moſt ample and minute 
information; and they have inſerted the following abſtra& of the 
whole, prepared * the Commiſſioners mn. 8 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


Your Committee find, that in 1796 the groſs revenue of the 
exciſe in England was (. 10,401,058 


Ditto, in 1782, 7,0 2053145 


74 


Being an increaſe of 4 3,381,513 
The increaſed charge of collection appears, from the foregoing 


paper, to be 38, 139l., or 11. 2s. 6d. per cent. on the increaſed 
revenue. 


Your Committee alſo report, that it 1 from an account 
laid before them by Mr. Irving, the Inſpector-gencral of Exports 
and Imports, that in 178 2 the charge of collecting the above groſs 
ſum of 7, 20, 1451. was at the rate of 51. 8s. 10d. per cent. on 
that ſum; but that the charge of colledion in 1796 was only 
41. 3s. 4d. on 10, 40 15658l., being a decreaſe of 11. 58. 6d. per 
cent. in compariſon with the rate of collection in 1782. 

Your Committee have annexed a lift of the holidays kept at the 
head office of the exciſe, with the authority under which they are 
obſerved, and the opinion of the commiſſioners of the exciſe, as to 
the propriety of reducing their number, which amounts to fifty-ſix, 
excluſive of Sundays.—No holidays whatever are kept by the ſur- 


veying officers, either in town or country; and the officers within 


the port of London follow the rules obſerved at the Cuſiom-houſe, 
and the warehouſe-keepers and lockers at the tea and coffee ware- 
houſes are enjoined to attend on afternoons and holidays when it is 
requiſite. 


Your Committee find, that no offices have been granted j in re- 


verſion ſince 1782, within this department. 


It appears to your Committee, that no collection of the Jaws re- 
lative to the exciſe is printed and ſold for the public uſe ; but that 
there is a collection from all the ſtatutes paſſed previous to 
33d Geo. III., printed for the uſe of the office, with a complete 
analyſis of their contents. By the uſage of the Exciſe- office, this 
collection has been confined to the officers ; but your Committee 


ſee no reaſon for impoſing any reſtriction or diſcouragement upon 
its unreſerved publication. 


July 19th, 1797. 
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DEBATES. 


SIXTH REPORT. 


STAMP-OFFICE. 


- 


$ 1. 


; | HIS office does not appear to have fallen under the exami- 


nation either of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, or of the Commiſ- 
fioners of Inquiry ; it is incidentally mentioned in the fecond Re- 
port of the former, and being then conſidered as an office, the buſi- 


E neſs of which did not require a ſeparate board, its conſolidation with 


ſome other boards of revenue was recommended. Nothing was 


done in conſequence of that recommendation; and your Committee 
think it unneceſſary now to inquire whether it ought or ought not to 


have been adopted at that time, as the variety of new ſtamp duties, 
and the conſequent increaſe of buſineſs, have entirely removed the 


Srounds upon which that ſuggeſtion was made. 


3. 


IN forming a compariſon between the ſtate of this office and 


its ſubordinate branches in 1782 and in 1796, your Committee 


have found it moſt convenient to take the year from Auguſt to 
Auguſt, being the period adopted for making up the annual ac- 


| eounts heres | 


They find that the eſtabliſhment of the head office in 
1782, of 101 perſons; in 1796 it conſiſted of 123 perſons, 
whoſe reſpective duties and falaries are detailed in the annexed ac- 
count, being an addition, in point of number, of 22 perſons. 

The groſs ſalaries in 1782, ſubject to taxes, amounted to 
11,120: in 1796, to 12, 940l., being an addition in point of 
expence of 1 $201: 

It is Rated by the Board, that moſt of the ſalaries being upon an 
old eftabliſhment, they have thought it juſt and reaſonable, during 
the preflare of buſineſs occaſioned by the many new and additional 
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76 PARLIAMENTARY ; 


duties that have taken place in this revenue of late years, to make 
the officers immediately concerned in the collection thereof ſmall 
and temporary allowances for extraordinary labour and attendance, 
according to circumſtances, and which are always included in their 
incidcat bill, which is annually tranſmitted to the Lords of the 'Trea- 
ury for their approbation and allowance. 

It appears alſo from the incident bill, that there are ſalaries paid 
to a conſiderable amount to officers appointed by the Commiſſioners, 
which are not included in the account of ſalaries paid upon the 
eſtabliſhment. | j ; 


With theſe additions, the compariſon will ſtand as follows: 


From Auguſt 1781, From Avguſt 1795, 


to Augult 1782. to Auguſt 1796. 
L . . 4. 4. 
Salaries paid upon the „ 
eſtablinhment - 5 10,953 . ee 3 


Salaries and allowances 
not upon the eſtabliſh- > 3,442 0 7 819 3 


. 


To ſundries for * : 


25 
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N 


occaſional ſervice 


L. 155539 9 L. 23,004 3 4 


The increaſe of expence at the head office appears to be 
7,5261. 14s. 4d. 

The date and particulars of each addition are detailed in the 
annexed account, which being made up to a different period, and 
with a different view from thoſe above referred to, neceſſarily gives 
in ſome degree a different reſult. 

The number of head diſtributors in the country, who are paid by 
a poundage of 51. per cent. on the amount of their remittances, was 
fifty-two in 1782, and ſixty-ſeven in 1796, being an increaſe of 
fifteen, the addition made to their number, in 1 783 „ Was nineteen ; 
but four have been ſince diſcontinued, 


Ss 


— 
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From Auguſt 1781, From Auguſt 1795, 
to Auguſt 1782. to Auguſt 1796. 


1 £5 DOD 


The groſs produce 3 651,028 16 5 1,899,051 9 9 


the ſtamp duties, was 


1 : 0 | 
The net payments _ $86,628 4 1,766,188 14 x 


the Exchequer - — 


Total dedudions /. 64,400 9 x L.132,862 15 8 


—— —— ͥ — — 


by which it appears, that while the net revenue has been more than 
tripled, the deductions from the groſs produce have been little more 
than doubled. | 

The deduQions in each period were as follows: 


Stationer's bill for parchment 


and paper, which is re- 


turned to the revenue by . 5. d. F © Se. 4 
remittances from the | 
country diſtributors = 
Incidents at the head office, 
including falaries not upon 
the eſtabliſhment, ſundries 
for occaſional ſervice, re- 
payment of taxes to certain 
officers under 1ool. per 
annum, ſtationary, proſe- 
cutions, &, — — 13,150 5 9 
Salarics to commiſſioners and 
officers — — 10,955 15 2 
Pifcounts allowed by acts of 
Parliament at the head 


office — — 8 17 4 23,771 5 10 


29,182 14 10 


12800 „„ 
| A 


Sundry other allowances 1773 14 17 6,901 12 4 
Expences of management in 
the country poundage 12,906 2 75. 34,330 9 3 
Incidents — — — 7,328 3 94 5,178 6 © 
5 97 8,347 2 1 


Expences in Scotland 4,878 


L. 64,400 9 1 £.132,862 15 8 


It is alſo ſtated by the Board, that none of the offices in that 
revenue, whether granted by letters patent or treaſury warrants, are 
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8 PARLIAMENTARY 


for life; but that nevertheleſs they have been always underſtood fo 
to be held, unleſs in cafes of miſennduct.; that the office is alwavs 
open, except on holidays, from half an hour after eight o'clock in 
the morning till two, and oeeationally 
public buſineſs requires it; 
molt of the departments; and were that is not neceffarv from the 
nature of the employment, the oifiecrs attend twice, thrice, or as 
often in the week as occation demands. 

The amount of fees is ſtated to be very inconſiderable; in-ge- 
neral they are not allowed to be taken by the otlicers of this de- 
partment. 


alſo on holidavs, hen the 


that the otheial attendance is daily in 


83. 


Although it appears by the above ſtatement, that the increaſe in 
the expence of collection has been but a ſmall proportion to the 
increaſe of revenue ; and though the addition made to the number 
of perſons employed, and in hve inſtances to their ſalaries, may 
well have been juſtified by the great accumulation of buſineſs, 
which has been thrown upon this office, your Committee have 
thought it their duty to inquire what farther reduction might be 
made, conſiſtently with the public fervice, and to offer ſuch obſer- 
vations as appeared to them conducive to the better management 
of a branch of the public revenue, which is become ſo important in 
its extent, even exclulive of the taxes impoſed. in the preſent 
ſeſnion. | 

They find that the offices of receiver, of comptroller, and of re- 
giſter and comptroller of the apprentice duty, are entirely exeeuted 
by their reſpective clerks ; that the office of correſpondent is exe- 
cuted by the Secretary's clerks; thoſe of regiſter of warrants for 
ſtamping, and of warchouſe-keeper of ſtamped goods, by their re- 
ſpective aſſiſtants; that the aſſiſtant to the examiner and accoun- 
tant clerk, the clerk of the ſecurities, the regiſter of hat licences and 
labels, and the regiſter of horſe dealers and pawnbrokers' licences, 
and thirty-two inferior officcrs, moſt of which are employed in me- 
chanical] duties, act only by deputy 0 
is fiated by the board, that in purſuance of a treaſury minute, 
d Jeg th, 1782, all ſuch perſons in the ſtamp office as ſhall 
obtain leave of abſence, are directed to pay their reſpeQive deputies ; 
V. pany regulation has ever fince been punctually obſerved. 

Your * 6 ittce arc i Nes thoſe offiecs, the duty of 


may not require conſtant attendance ; that the aQual ee 
offthe ſs muſt reſt in the ſubordinate officers, and particularly 
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that, in offices of receipt, the ſalaries given to the chief perſons 
in each department are in conſideration of their pecuniary reſponſi- 


« 'Y bility, and of the influence they ought to poſſeſs from their ſuperior 
bo Ration : but they conceive that theſe obſervations apply to few of 
: 3 the inſtances in which offices in this department appear to have been 
- = converted into ſinecures; nor are they aware of any reaſons for al- 
lou ing ſo many perſons in inferior ſituations to aA by deputy. 
go Z Theſe practices may have been ſanctioned by uſage, but they are ſo 
liable to abuſe, and fo likely to produce a negligent or a corrupt 
8 = | diſcharge of duty, that your Committee are of opinion they ought, 
” except in very ſpecial caſes, to be diſcontinued. 
3 Your Committee beg leave alſo to ſuggeſt the propriety of ſettling 
XZ the eſtabliſhment of this office upon a permanent footing, fo that all 
#4 ® regular ſalaries may appear thercin, inſtead of being in part inſerted 
ne E in the bill for incidental charges. Such annual allowances as are 
err the proper reward for extraordinary trouble might till be left to the 
a = diſcretion of the Commiſſioners under the control of the Treaſury. 
s, With reſpect to the paſſage of this re venue from the ſubject to 
ve the Exchequer, your Committee find that the Receiver- general pays 
be into the Exchequer, on Wedneſday in each week, the balance of 
5 I the account made up on the preceding Monday ; the country dif- 
nt 3 tributors make their remittances by bills payable to the Receiver- 
in general, uſually at a month's date, and the accumulation. of ba- 
5 3 lances in their hands is guarded againſt, by the inſtructions given 
them on entering into office, by frequent reference to their accounts, 
5 as kept by the comptroller, by application by letter from time to 
od time to reduce their balances, by occaſionally withholding ftamps 
from ſuch as are remiſs in their payments, by the inſpection and re- 
"XP port of proper officers ſent to examine the ſtock of the head and 
8 under diſtributors in the different diſtricts, and from their own ge- 
1 neral accounts, debtor and creditor, annually exhibited upon oath 
4 to the Commiſſioners, 
es, It appears allo, that the head diftributors give ſecurity to a large 
"0 amount, varying acecording to the average value of ſtamps in their 
hands, 
te. Your Committee are not aware of any improvement to be made 
alt under this head, unleſs it ſhould be found practicable to fix a pre- 
- ciſe period, very frequently recurring, at which remittances ſhould 
be made; or the preciſe amount of the balance, which each diſtri- 
of | butor ſhould not be allowed to exceed. As he pays in the firſt in- 
rs, ſtance all incidental expences, it ſeems neceſſary that a Gl ance to a 


nce ſmall amount would be allowed to romalts 
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PARLIAMENTARY 


The head diſtributor of ſtamps for Scotland makes his remit- 
tances monthly to the Receiver-general in London; and the ac- 


"counts ſo made up, in which all the money received at Edin- 


burgh, and the remittances from his deputics in the courſe of 
the month, are entered, are ſtated to be regularly tranſmitted to 
the Board. 

Your Committee find that the balance in the hands of the head 
diſtributor at Edinburgh, on the 5th of April 1797, was 8, 994l. 
and that the average amount of the balance in his hands on the ſe- 
cond of each Month, from January 1796 to January 1797, was 
about 11, Oocl, It is ſtated by the board as ons of the reaſons why 
this diſtributor ſhould be allowed to keep a larger balance than can 
be wanted elſewhere, that the ofhce at Edinburgh is the general 
place both of receipt and diſburſement for that part of the kingdom. 
But your Committee conceive, that as the monthly balance above- 
mentioned is the ſum remaining in his hands, after making not only 
all monthly remittances, but alſo all monthly payments (the amount 
of which in fifteen months was only 10,2521.) the current receipt 
of each month muſt be more than adequate to anſwer the demands. 
upon it, and the greater part, if not the whole, of the ſaid balance 


is detained, without any ſufficient reaſon, in the hands of the 


diſtriburor. This practice has been ſanctioned by long uſage i in 
this, as well as in other branches of the revenue collected in Scot- 
land, but your Committee ſee no ground for forming a different 
opinion in this inſtance, from that which they have thought it their 
duty to expreſs in ſimilar cafes. 

Your Committee find that the diſtributors in the country are 
paid by a poundage of 51. per cent. upon the amount of their remit- 


tances, which they vir allowed to charge in their annual accounts ; 


and that they allow 24 per cent. to the ſub-diſtributors, whom they 
appoint, and for whom they are anſwerable. The poundage to the 
head diſtributors appears to have been fixed at firſt at 18d. in the 
pound; : at which rate it continued till 175 8, when it was reduced 
to 51. per cent. ; but in the courſe of that year raiſed to 6l. per 
cent. In 1795, the Commiſſioners were required to confider of 
a farther reduction of poundage, in conſequence of the ſeveral ad- 
ditional duties; and upon their report, it was reduced to 5 l. per 


L441 
cent., with an exception in favour of thoſe whoſe collections did not 


exceed Sol, per annum. The amount of the poundage paid to the 


$ 5 * $ 


2 b from the iſt of Auguſt 1764, to the it of 


. 3d. : in the next year it Was reduced to 558 zol., bots 
51 75 ic $151 
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ing the additional duties which had been impoſed. In the. year 
ending the firſt of Auguſt 1782, it amounted to 12 2,906]. 2877 74d. 


It is ſtated by the Board, that in the year 1783, on the 
proſpeR of a very great increaſe of revenue, from the various 
new duties impoſed about that time, many of the diſtricts, and 
ſome not the moſt extenſive, were divided, and additional diftri- 
butors were appointed thereto by the Treaſury, by which increaſe of 
numbers the advantage of the office was very confidertbly leſ- 
ſened to individuals. And it is farther ſiated, that as ſome of the 
duties did not turn out well, and others were transferred within a 
year to another management, the diſtributors were, in fact, put in a 
fill worſe ſituation. | 
The number of diſtributors then added was nincteen, of which 
four. have been ſince diſcontinued, ſo that the preſent increaſe is 


fifteen ; the whole number is now, excluſve of one at Dublin, 


ſixty ſix. The ſam divided between them and the ſub-diſtribu- 
tors, in the year ending the firſt of Auguſt 1796, was 34.5 30l. 
9s. 3d. ; and to this ſum a farther addition will be made in con- 
ſequence of the ſtamp duties impoſed in the prefent ſeſſion. An 
increaſe of pecuniary reſponſibility is, indeed, thrown upon the 
head diſtributors, and ſome additional trouble muſt be created by 
the great addition to the number of articles which furniſh this re- 
venue; but neither the one nor the other appear to bear an ade- 
quate proportion to the increaſe of emolument ; and your Com- 
mittee are decidedly of opinion (in concurrence with what is ſtated 
by the Board, in anſwer to a queſtion tranſmitted to them) that pro- 
ceeding upon the ſame principle of an extended ſale, upon which 
this ſort of allowance has been reviſed and modified from time to 
time, there can be no reaſon why the ah thereon ſhould not ſuffer 
ſome abatement, with a due attention ts the circumftances above 
mentioned, and with the exception of ſuch perſons whoſe collections 
do not exceed a certain ſum. 

The poundage to the ſub-diftributors in Scotland is not, as in 


England, a deduction from the emoluments of the head diſtributor 


(at the rate of 2 l. per cent. out of the 51. per cent. allowed 


them by Government) ; but as the head diſtributor at Edinburgh 


is allowed nd poundage, it is paid by him to them, and charged 


as one of the diſburſements in . account. It is ſtated by 


the Board to be 1ol. per cent.; and your Committee concur 
in opinion with them, that then does not ſeem to be a ſuf- 
ficient reaſon for continuing this rate of allowance at a time 


when the ſtate of the country and the amount of the duties 


Vor. > # M 


. 2 N 8 2 : l — Sm Iy 7 — 
P's 5 by IRE n 7 a” 4 n . x 
* od * ” a rn ev HE 8 n MEE rr S Ve n 
by Gs . 5 [1 S ne $4 Gr 2 gt ern — RIS SE — — mY by —— as, 
RIFE # * * * PDT. LI NEW > . 
Py. m—_—— as 


Wo 


4 
7 
1 

5 1 

4 


- 22 — 
„ 8 * ne r I 4 
— — bor ian nts , —*. 7 1446 <4 on - 
Ig 72 « — — 7 * — 
* re re 25 1 
od „ e * = = 1 
A A ; wax — = 


8 — — 


1 


* by = 
* —— 
* 
— 8 
— He 


=_ PARLIAMENTARY 


is ſo materially changed from what it was when that rate was 
firſt ſettled. 

Your Committee have annexed to this Report an account of 
the number of holidays (amounting to fifty-two) kept at the 
Stamp-office, together with the reaſons for the ſame, as ſtated by 
the Board ; and alſo an account of the emoluments received by 
each officer in that department from penſions, places, or other em. 
ployments under Government. 


July 19th, 1797. 
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POST-OFFICE. 


——_— 


Your Committee, in reporting upon the regulations and checks 
which have been applied to control this branch of the public expen- 
diture, and how far they have been effectual, proceed to ſtate, that 
the report of the Commiſfioners of Inquiry, made the 3oth June 
1788, upon the Poſt-office, was by an order in Council, dated 
ORober 14th, 1789, referred to a Committee of the Lords of 
His Majeſty's Privy Council. From thence it paſſed, January 
12th, 1792, to the Lords of the "Treaſury, who, having thought 
it expedient to refer the ſame to His Majeſty's Poſtmaſter-general 
for their opinion and report upon the regulations therein ſuggeſted, 
and having received their obſervations, together with a propoſed 
eſtabliſhment of the General Poſt-office, both in England and Scot- 


| land, reported the ſame, with their approbation, to the Lords of the 


Committee, at whoſe recommendation His Majeſty was graciouſly 
pleaſed, with the advice of his Privy Council, to order the regula- 
tions and eſtabliſhments ſo propoſed and approved to be carried into 
execution under the directions of the Lords of the Treaſury. 


§ 1. 


Your Committee, therefore, without following the detailed re- 
marks of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, but elaſſing the regulations 
recommended by them under three heads, viz. 

1. Regulations reſpecting fees and emoluments ; 

2. Regulations reſpecting the abolition of offices, or addi- 
tion of officers and clerks; and 

3. Regulations of the buſineſs of the office; 

| Obſerve, 1ſt, That all the regulations recommended by the Com- 
once reſpecting fees and emoluments, appear to have been 
adopted under the new eſtabliſhment of 1793, except in four in- 
ſtances, viz. 1. With regard to the franking of newſpapers by 
ſome of the officers in the inland office. The reſident ſurveyor in 
this office is paid entirely by their ſale, guaranteed to him by the 
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public at ol. per annum; and the fix clerks of the roads have 
alſo this privilege continued, for reaſons ſtated by the Poſtmaſter- 
2. As to fees on regiſtering. packets of value, beeauſe the Poſt- 


maſter· general obſerve, that thoſe fees, being optional, would not 


be paid at all as matter of revenue. 

3. As to the emoluments of the officers of the Poſt. offite at 
Edinburgh, where the Poſtmaſter-general has thought it proper that 
the fame Chriltmas gratuiries, and privilege of franking newſpapers, 
ſhould take place as in eee | | 


4. Alſo, as to the 24 per cent. claimed by the late Comptroller- . 


general, which the Commiſſioners of Inquiry recommend to com- 
menoe, according to the tenor of his warrant of appointment, when 
the net revenue of the Poſt- office ſhall exceed 300,000l. a 
year. 

This the Poſtmaſter- general treat as a general propoſition, that 
the Comptroller-general ſhould be intereſled in _the- productiveneſs 
of the whole of the Poſt-office revenue, which, they remark, de- 
pends upon many circumſtances unconnected with the exertions of 
ſuch an officer, and may generally be expected to increaſe in propor- 
tion to the wealth and commerce” of the country. | 

On this ſubje& your Committee forbear to dwell, the queſtion 
relative to the mode of compenſating the ſervices of the late Comp- 
re being — the conſideration of your honourable 
Houſe: | 
2: Reſpetling the abolition of unneceſſary offices, or the addi- 
tidn, in bthet inſtances, of clerks for the increaſed buſineſs of the re- 
ſpeRive- offices" the greater part of the regulations recommended by 
the Commiffioners of Inquiry have been complied with, either in 
the ſpecific adoption of their plans, or in the virtual adaption of 
then, by transferring the buſineſs of ſome of the offices to other 
offtees; but your Committee can pronounce no opinion as to the 
proportion which the number of new officers and clerks bears to the 

inereaſe in the buſineſs of the Poſt- office. 

In ſome Laſes the penſions and ſalaries recommended by the 

Commiſſioners of Inquiry have been exceeded. 

Under this head, your Committee muſt obſerve upon the ent 
given to the Secretary of the Poſt- office in the new eſtabliſhment. 


The Commiſſioners report ſtates his ſalary and ageney for the 


packets to have amounted, in 1784, to 1,7 381. 3s. 4d. ; the 


ageney that year being 1,169], 118. 44; (but in à year of war 
it has a mounted to ron 2,604)" He had only tefigned the 


Scerotaryſhip uf the fore oreign in the July preceding their report, 
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and was part owner of ſeveral of the, packet boats in the ſervice of 


r W thc Poſt- office on the Falmouth ſtation. Of the ſerious abuſes in 

| . the packet department the Commiſſioners ſpcak in the ſtrongeſt 
be terms, and much at length, ſtating 68,0001. to have been unne- 
of ceeſſaxily expended, between April Sth, 1775, and April Sth, 1788, 


«© which ſum might, and ought to have been ſaved. An account 
laid before them ſhews, the total expence, from 5th April 1770, to 
5th April 1787, of the packets to have been 1,038, 13 31. 48. gd. 
Upon e this account the Commiſſioners ſay, That the ex- 
« pence of captures, repairs, and hire, naturally attracted their atten- 
« tion, eſpecially, as thy found many of the officers of the Poſt-office - 
« were owners of ſuch packets, even down to the chamber keeper ; 
« and that the principal officer in this department (the Seeretary) 
« was not only intereited as an owner in ſeveral, but had an emolu- 
% ment of 24 per cent. as agency upon the amount of the whole 
«« expenditure, which agency upon the ſum above mentioned muſt 
* have amounted to near 26,0001; add to this, the annual gain 
« as part owner of ſundry packets, and the emoluments' to his office 
« from the packet ſervice alone, for the above period, could be 
„little leſs than 50,0001.” 

So conſiderable an advantage 4 (they * 1 a 
ſervice over which it was, in part, his duty to ſuperintend, and 
to check every improvident expence, needs no comment; it ia 
only ſurpriſing the continuance of it ſhould have been permitted 
ce even to this day.” Notwithſtanding this and other paſſages: ef 
ſevere reprehenſion in the Commiſſioners report, this Secretary, 
though the Commiſſioners report was made in June 17:88, remained 
unnoticed as to his ſhares in the packets till March 6th, 1793, 
and, after all, is ftill proprietor in one of the remaining old; packets, 
beſides which he has a net ſalary of 1,000l. a year, and, 400). 
annuity annexed to his office, and inſtead of his retiring from his 
ſituation upon his becoming unable to perform his office, the prin- 
cipal reſident ſurveyor 1s, within theſe five months, appointed joint 
Secretary with him. No alteration whatſoever. takes place, how. 
ever, on this occaſion, in the firſt Secretary's ſalary, but the joint 
Secretary retains the emoluments of his former office that office 
being aboliſhed) ; and he ſtates. it to be ſettled, in eaſe f the. firſt 
Secretary's demiſe, that he is to become ſole Secretary,- with a; ſa-- 
lary of 5 00 a year, in addition to the guarantee of Ypella year, 
which he now receives. . It is meant that theſe two ſums, in future, 
ſhall become the total amount of the annual income, of the Segre- 
tary of the Poſt- offiee. This indulgence towards the fixſt Secretary | 
is certainly not calculated to encgurage, in the other ofticers gf the! 


cc 


cc 


B 


+ 
„ 


ccc 


= — ä 12 — 
: *% , q * 4 
- —_— — — + yn - * * 4 A bf nth 
= * 5 - 3 1 * oh a wo 
— * 7 , 5 
* — - * — 4 Ps -— ” — 32 — — 
* i * — * Der 8 — — — = . — — 3 — = PM - — - a. Lava wax ves * 2 
5 . n = * * * * — a K > D . 2 - = * _- - * · To a . 3 ad 1 49% rr " ** n 
- * LA * 1 a * _—— yy” 2 * 1 * M4 — . 22 : = > = _ * — = ” - - — 8 Pee. C — = e A root — — — eee 
2 — an * * \ 1 + * 222 712 * — * * * - * 2 1 — — — * — 1 4 * 4 ef — * + af a * 0 — — — *n & — — — 2 — ” — - E — — * 4 * 
1 —— r N = IN * - "A r 2 I ie 7 pt” = << ; _r — f E — . . - 14 <> x * - 8 PA — — A * 2 . +; _ 
3 wy IS 2 Wo ³ rs a 2 — — rr men — 0 b — . * n. A MEH 4 PEE 3 — 7 Y 44 2 — — 
Ns - 7 1 — e 4 - & ».,& or B's, 4 * 7 . . * * 2 24 — - £1 es arm 2 — D 2e : Md - 
g 8 5 * A by - — * 4 we: * . * 2 Roh; . — — 2 2 net — — — — 2 bs — PS $6345 2 5X 70 
- \ - ; 8 re * 2 - 2 2 FI, 8 — 7 — . 5 n neren 2 > + le ey — = e 8 4 44 g . * 1 3 * * © . « 
. — «> a mn Lb * . * — . Ia I tt emen, I BT EI — . Ls 5 — wes re r PL : a; e F 1 — 2 — . 55 i ——— —-—-— — 
* 2 * 5 — 4 P * — 5 3 N * - =4 8 * * "» 7 " 8 4 - * 
* - + — * ns 999 0 48 — —— 2 * 4 * 5 * 7 e * * 9 x3 + 3x23 * 7h Kats bs - 8 8 — 4 = * 8 EY * & * 7 7 * << +. * os thaw : 4 
72 3 ra - N > Ay * — 7 5 erer 8 14s. Z id * * N 2 « 2 2K * — * * ” — Vgd rr - . 7 * us n * 5 De. +» nd „ — — -- Les 1 p — . 
— *. „ l = 9 * OY N 1 Yes Yawt2 5 _ 2 $50 % - ant. 7 — n * A ST Af" b r — 2 4 4 * 5 * © 4 Sr * 2 = — 22 
N. F n e N NN 7 de Gods . nn 75 = my Gy nf 4 L * a > + i 
* * 5 3 ed Rt 888 $ wry 1 24 : n 8 2 . 1 r * 2 anne I = _ 8 _ + o — 2 a 62 2 = + 
* P* the r p : * id: as 7 * 2 ot +. 0 nw * moe — \ * 4 2 } & * * a — 
- - v 4 4 — wo _ 1 n 22 * 8 2 bet Tug 8 . ** 
* N W r © 1 a 4 - 42 ** - n > $ cvs nem * *$A N ö , * PAS rr ? 7 
0 "a * b _ 2 2 — £5 > 8 5 —— 5 5 
— — vt at bs Fe * * . 
ö ö - x A i 1 e F Of 
. 2 * 0 


7 


PARLIAMENTARY 


Poſt-office, a ſtrict attention to the duties of economy in their: ſeve- 


ral departments, or rather it is not calculated to diſcourage the re- 
verſe; a prineiple much to be attended to in nene che fervices 
of public Officers. . 

„Of Mr. John Stanton, the late Comptraliet of the bye _ croſs 
roads, the Commiſſioners of Inquiry ſay, *< That being then but 
«c_ lately appointed, and having another office in the department pro- 
40 ducing upwards of 200l. a year, which he executes by deputy, 
« they are doubtful whether any compenſation ſhould be made to 
« him for the loſs of the office; but that the collector, having 
4 been long an efficient and able officer, ought to have a proper 


_ «proviſion for life.” Your Committee, finding that the Comp- 


troller had retired under the new eſtabliſhment with a penſion of 
Gool. a year, which is more than his pay and emoluments are ſtated 
in the general account of ſalaries, &c. to have been in 1782, 
whilſt the collector has alſo retired upon 200L a year, thought it 
right to inquire what office Mr. John Stanton, the late Comptroller 
of bye and croſs roads, continues to hold, with its falary and emolu- 
ments; and whether executed by deputy ; alſo the reaſons upon 
which Mr. Stanton's penſion of 6001. was granted. 


To this a return has been made, that Mr. John Stanton was 


appointed. Poſtmaſter of Iſleworth in June 1780, the duty of which 
office is, and was done by his predeceſſor, by deputy, though he 
has at times retided on the ſpot, and attended to it himſelf ; the 


ſalary of this office is 751. 8s. ; and the emoluments, which vary 
_ canſiderably from accidental circumſtances, were, from the 1oth of 
October 17:95, to the gth of OQober following, 2221. gs. 6d. 


amounting in the whole yo 2971. 178. 6d. 
„Mr. Stanton was appointed Comptroller and Reſident Surveyor 


of the bye and croſs-road letter office, on the 21ſt of September 
L785, with a yearly falarv and emaluments amounting to 6871. 
Ios. which is the ſame as was received by his predeceſſor. The 


duty of . theſe. offices were: executed by Mr. Stanton till the 5th of 
January 179 3, when, from an arrangement of the Privy Council, 


in.conſequence of the report of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, thoſe 
ts were aboliſned, and a penſion of 6ool. #7 annum was 
granted to Mr. Stanton in lieu thereof. gt won of 
Mx. Stanton, it appears, is forty years of a8 Abreden 


and the Joint Seeretary of the Poſt- office ſtates, by command of the 


Poſtmaſter general, as the reaſons upon which the penſion of Mr. 
Stanton was granted; that his office was declared unneceſſary hyſthe 
report of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry en this office, and that his 


penſſom: pas ſatled in conformity to tim prinripteclaid dom m bythe 


re Oo mw 
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«In the 1 of this i thoquiey: we WY 1 ſome vibes fine- 

«© cures, others rendered unneceſſary by the arrangements in conſe= 
« quence of Mr. Palmer's plan, and others we have recommended. 
« to be aboliſhed ;: we are, however, of opinion that the preſent 
“ poſſeſſors of ſuch offices ought not to ſuffer in their income from 
&« regulations made for the public benefit, but that they ſhould be 
c compenſated-for the loſs of office by an annuity 2 their 

“& lives, unleſs otherwiſe provided for in the ee 1 'Go- 
« vernment.“ 

On this your Conmnittes obſerve, that the amount of Mr. 
Stanton's ſalary and emoluments, in the general account of the 
Poſt - office eſtabliſhment, does not agree with that ſtated in the par- 
ticular return; it being ſtated in the general account to have been, 
in 1782, 5 Jol. 18. 8d. whillt the particular return to the inquiry 
of your Committee ſtates him to have been appointed the 21M 
of September 178 5, with a yearly ſalary and emoluments amount- 
ing to 6871. 10s. ; but this difference ariſes, as it appears by the 
examination of Mr. Freeling, joint Secretary of the Poſt-offier, 
from Mr. Stanton's lhe of houſe rent, which was 100. a 
year, nor having been ſtated in the fees and emoluments of tlie 
office for 1782. This, though it reconciles the accounts, does not 
juſtify the amount of the penſion granted to Mr. Stanton; and the! 
general opinion of the Commiſſioners, which is quoted as a juſtifl- 
cation of this penſion, appears to your Committee to be ſuperſeded 
by their particular opinion upon this caſe, as ſtated in the opening” 
of this ſubject. At all events your Committee muſt obſerve, that 
the amount of this penſion largely exceeds the rate of compenſation 
ſtated to be allowed even to officers retiring after long ſervice, and 
at an advanced age, being uſually calculated at as of how 
former income. e 

Mr. Potts, late Comptroller of thy [land office, has retired 01 
penſion of 7ool. a year, and is now in America. He is about 
wag years of age. His office is ſtated to have produced in falary; 

3361: 68. 8d., beſides emoluments from the privilege of ſend- 
ing 8 and periodical papers, &c. to the Weſt Indies and 
America, ſtated, in 1791, to have made his income amount to 
7811. 68. 8d., but in 1793 ſuppoſed to have been 'more'confideri£ 5 
ble, as one of the officers recollects to have ſeen Mr. Potts“ books; 
by-which it appeared that the profits upon new ſpapers alone ſoms- 
What exceeded gool. for that year. © c.. FOE 


The office of Secretary to the Foreign Department, ſay the 
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| Confmiſſioncts* 6f Inquiry, 4s' not rieceſfary ; the duty has been 

1 performed (until July preceding their report) 'by fs Seere- 
ry of the Poſimiſter-generat,” to whom! it oagHt to revert; 

1 "Th Secretary, Mr. Maddifon, . wo to Mr. Todd, has retired 

on a, penfion of 2001. a yeeer. 

k The Solicitor Has a falary of 4881 a year, and an adarional | 
1001. in lieu of fees, whereas the Commiſſioners recommended a | 
falary 2001. net, and without fees. mY ; 

An obſervation of the ſame nature, reſpecting the eldeſs of ſala- 
ries beyond thoſe recommended by the Commiſſioners, applies with 
reſpe& to the Receiver-general and his clerks, the Accountant to 

the bye and croſs roads and his clerks, and the Deputy Ac- 
countant general. Theſe additions may, however, have been 
rendered proper by the accumulation of buſineſs in their different 
deportments. 
An Architect has been * in this office, ſinee 1784, 
' with i ſalary of 1501. a year, who aQts as ſurveyor with regard 
to all their buildirics, and examines, certifies, and reports on all 
bills for the information of the Poſtmaſter general, previous to 
the granting Warrants for their payment. He is ſtated to have 
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ns commiliion on account '6f buildings at he Poſt-office under his 
dircftion. 5 
"The Penny Poſt- office is fo much altered "Pt its eftabliſh- 
*ment, as it food previous to 1794, that the regulations of the 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry, reſpecting its officers and their ſala- 
ries, ae by no mcanis applicable, except fo far as relates to 
abbliſhing 2 and ehohiments, which are not permitted on the 
new plan. 
3d: Some regulations in tranſaQing the buſineſs of the office, 
yeeommenticd by the Commiſſipners, have been objected to by 
the Poſtmaſter-general, ſome only adopred in part, and others 
not noticed in their obſervations. Your Committee will briefly 
ſtate, upon the whole of this ſubject, what appears to them the 
moſt important. 
The Commiſſioners ſtate, © That the office of the Accountant- 

ti general ought to form a check upon that of the Receiver-general 4 
« that officer ought to have knowledge of all his receipts and pay- 
© ments, for which purpoſe not only the bills remitted by the depu- 
* ties ſhould be entered by him, but the caſh remittance alſo, 
4% daily, as it is made; and the Letter-bill Clerk in the Inland- 
« office, and Deputy Comptroller in the Foreign, ought to tranſmit 
« to this office the amount of the payments made from time to ti e 
by the letter-carriers and window men; this will not only enable 
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« from the, Deputies, which at preſent are chiefly taken, from the 
cc | Receiver-general 8 books. a This,” they remark, «is a very diſ- 
10 orderly mode of proceeding.” 

All warrants from the Poſtmaſter-general they recommend to be 
— in this office | previous, to payment, which will eſtabliſh a 
check upon the credits of the GN Oy lugar: This officer 18 


ma but ſuch examination only extends to the ſame 
being right caſt, for he is not empowered to call for the autho- 
rity "for the expenditure, nor for the vouchers of its being duly 


made. 1 
As the expenditure in the various departments of this office 


amounts to a very conſiderable ſum annually, they are of opinion 


that it ſhould be ſubjected to a very ſtrict control, and that there 
ought to be a power veſted in the Accountant- general, for the ſpecial 
purpoſe of examining, certifying, and reporting upon all bills be- 
fore warrants are granted for payment thereof ; he ſhould haye 
power to call for the authority, and to judge of the reaſonableneſs 
of the charge made, and of the vouchers exhibited to fupport it; 
upon all which he ſhould report his opinion to the Poſtmaſter- 
general for their information, previous to their granting warrants 
for the amount. We deem, ſay they, © ſuch a control abſo- 


cc lutely neceſſary, and we conceive that the Accountant-general i is 


“ the proper perſon to perform this duty; we are, however, of 
«« opinion, that'this officer ſhould be independent of the Poſt-office, 
« and his appoingment, originate from the Commiſſioners of your 
2. Majeſty's Treaſury.” | 

To this the Poſtmaſter-general have objected as to the i indepen- 


dence. of the Accountant-general, becauſe, they being reſponſible 


< for the whole, if their officers are to be exempted from obedience 
to them, perpetual confuſion muſt enſue.” They alſo tay, 
that the Accountant- general ought not to have a power of ſuſ- 


pending, if the Secretary, Comptroller of the Foreign Office, and 


Receiver-general , and Comptroller of the Bye and Croſs-road- 


office, have it not ; 2 if he reports to the Poſtmaſter-general the 


miſconduc̃t of any of his officers, he is ſure of being properly 
ſupported.” . . As to the. Accou ntant-general checking the Re- 
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ceiver- general's accounts, it is ſaid by the Poſtmaſter. general, that 
they have frequently defired him to do ſo; it is done in part, and 
when the new eſtabliſhment | takes Place, it ſhould | be : conſidered, as 
N 
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the office to, check the Receiver-general's weekly, receipts, but ; 
de the means of more regularly ſubſtantiating, the. remittances 
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go PARLIAMENTARY * 
his conſtant duty to point out to the Poſtmaſter- general any impropes 
articles, of which the Poſtmaſter-general will judge. 


The eſtabliſnment at preſent belonging to the Accountant- 
general's s office, detailed in a ſubſequent part of this report, would 


not be equal, it is ſaid, to the various duties recommended by the 


Commiſſioners. His control over the general receipt of the revenue 
of the Poſt-office is complete at preſent, and independent of the 
Poſtmaſter. general, as regular returns are made to him from the 
different departments of the Poſt-office, of all ſums paid to the 
Receiver-general, whoſe accounts muſt ultimately correſpond with 
the aggregate of thoſe returned to the Accountant-general from the 
different offices. The expenditure of the General Poſt-office is 
under'the diſcretion of the Poſtmaſter-general as to its reaſonableneſs 

and expediency, but ſubject to the examination and ſignature of the 
Accountant-general as to its correctneſs and calculation, prior to 
the payment of the warrants. The bills which are remitted from 
the country Poſtmaſters to the Secretary of the Poſt office cannot be 
carried to their credit with the Receiver-general, as caſh, till they 
are actually paid, and are in the office at the riſk of the country 


| Poſtinaſter tit that period, the check, therefore as to that part of the 


revenue, is held upon the Receiver-general's' caſh account. The 
Accountant- general is the proper officer of the Poſt- office, under the 
Poſtmaſter- general; the Receiver is a patent office under the Trea- 
ſury, not reſponſible to the Poſtmaſter-general, but to the Treaſury. 
It ſeems, therefore; leſs neceſſary to erect the Accountant- general 


into an officer independent of the Poſtmaſter-general, which could 


only be done by à conſiderable addition to the eſtabliſhment of the 
office of the former. It may not, however, we conceive, be im- 
proper, by ſome regulation of office from the Poſtmaſter-general, to 
furnifhthis-officer with farther powers, and to increaſe his duties, 
by Viteang and enabling him to check the receipts of the Receiver- 
general weckly, according to the firſt part of the Commiſſioners 
ſtatement. 9 
51! ReſpeRting the power tecommended to be veſted in the West- 
r- geteril, for the of examining, certifying; and reporting 
pol An bil; this} is Has been already ſtated, is Staiiitiea by the 
ere, whoſe duties, as Architect and Surveyor, and the tnode of 
are detailed by himſelf in a letter to the Poſtmaſter- 


Se st 10 h, 1793 0 whoſe orders of Ruguſt 2 2d, 


F399} „e alf refer on the ſubject of "the regular audit and checks 
,s, e 8 


W oa! have fers mmended. that, 52 publie, money 


in the name of the ecciver-general 
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who ſhould ſpecify in his drafts the ſervices for which it is drawn, 
in like manner as the Paymaſter-general of the Foros and Trea- 
ſurer of the Navy now do. 

On this the Poſtmaſter-general refer to a letter of Mr. Mort 


lock's to their Lordſhips, dated January 18th, 1793, in which 


objections are ſtated to this meaſure, and the balances now remain 
in the Receiver=general's hands, with this difference, however, 
that he pays the money into the Exchequer as it ariſes in each 
quarter, under ſuch circumſtances as your Committee ſhall have 
occaſion to notice more particularly in their ſubſequent obſer- 
vations. 

The Commiſſioners are of opinion, that the Poſtmaſter- general 
at Edinburgh ought not to retain balances in his hand, but re- 
mit them weekly, and tranſmit at the ſame time a weekly ſtate 
of his receipts and en, examined and cerffficd by the Ac- 
countant. 

To this it is objected by the Poſtmaſter general, that as this 
could be only for the Edinburgh collection, and not for the Deputies 
all over Scotland, it would be very troubleſome to him, and of no 
uſe to the Poſt. office: he had not a ſhilling in his hands for the 
quarter ending 1 oth October 1792, which year immediately pre- 
ceded the date of the Poſtmaſter-general's obſervations. 

The Commiſſioners had ſtated, that they found from the accountd 
tranſmitted by the Deputy Poſtmaſter at Edinburgh, that he con- 
ſtantly retained a balance of upwards of 10, oool., although the 
amount of his quarterly diſburſements never exceeded 3, oool., 
which his current receipts would always have ſupplied. At preſent 
his quarterly diſburſements ſomewhat exceed 3, 5 ool., and he re- 


mits the ſpecific ſum of 8, oool. about the middle of each quarter, 
without the 21, per centage, which was heretofore charged upon the 


7,000l. which the Deputy Poſtmaſter of Edinburgh uſed, accord- 
ing to the report of the ——_—_ to remit at the end of each 
quarter. 

It appears from the account of the balance remaining in the 
Receiver-general's hands at Edinburgh, on 5th January 1796, and 


on the 5th of each ſubſequent month to 5th April 1797, with the 


different receipts, diſburſements, .and.remittances during that period, 
that the balances in the Receiver-general's hands at Edinburgh have 
always exceeded 5, oool., and that they have fluctuated from that 
point to 11, oool. and upwards*, It feems defirable that the re- 


ü 


N. B. It is ſtated TY the head of Emoluments, in the Edinburgh 
Poſt- office, that the Deputy Poſtmaſter- general has no — Emolument 
ö or 
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mittances from the Deputies in Scotland to the Receiver-general at 
Edinburgh fhould be haſtened, as they do not commence till a month 
after the expiration of each quarter, and continue to be made till the 
end of the ſubſequent quarter in bills of various Gates) which poſſibly 
might be ſhortened. 

Your Committee, however, have the fatisfaRion to learn from a 
letter, dated March 26th, 1 792, written by order of the Poſtmaſter- 
general, that the Poſtmaſter-general have not been altogether inat- 
tentive to the ſtate of the balances in the Deputy Poſtmaſter of 
Edinburgh's hands; but that finding that a real balance of $,6471. 
168. 4d. remained on his account for the quarter ending 1 oth of 
October of the preceding year, and conceiving that the ſum of 6 5ol. 
would be fufficient, with the current receipts, to enable him to carry 
on the buſineſs of the office, they directed him to remit immediately 
$8,000]. to the General Poft-office. And your Committee obſerve, 
that the remittances of the Deputy Poſtmaſter of Edinburgh to the 
Receiver-general, for the four quarters ending Chriſtmas 1796, the 
laſt of which were made on the 4th of April 1797, amount to 
54,2651. 58. 6d., a ſum rather exceeding the net revenue of that 
year, for deduQing 15,5541. os. 4d., being the amount of monies 
expended and returned letters, from 69, 3381. 5s. the groſs re- 
venue, the remainder will be 53,7841. 4s. 8d. for the net re- 
venue of 1796. 

The „. recommend, that the per centage on the 
' remittances to Paris, Amſterdam, and Bruffels, ſhould TY and 
the fees paid on the penfions of the Duke of Grafton, and the 
heirs of the Duke of Schomberg, ſhould go in aid of the ge- 
neral fund, which is afterwards propoſed by the Commun oners of 
Inquiry. / 

The Poſtmaſter-general obſerve on this, that all dt is now paid 
to the Receiver general and his elerks is in future to be paid to the 
revenue, viz. the allowance paid by the Dutch of 1 I. per cent. 
af one half per cent. on 8,7001. parliamentary penſions; and the 
revenue will ceaſe to pay, and will CH — N. 2 7 cent. on 
the Patris and Bruſſels remitranceces. | 
Tze Commuſtioners recommend, that a Board ſhould be held 

once a week” at 1 IE ay pgs 1 eee A ebe 
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the management of this great branch of the revenue, and of check- 
ing its expenditure. 

This recommendation not having been noticed by the Poſtmaſter- 
general in their obſervations, your Committee required to know 
whether any, and what, regulations had been made on this ſubject, 
when they were informed, by command of the Poſtmaſter-general, 
that they do not hold a board weekly, but as often as any particular 
and urgent bufinefs may require it ; and that all official papers are 
laid before the Poſtmaſter-general daily, ſo that prompt and imme- 
diate attention is paid to the wiſhes of the public, and the exigencies 
of the ſervice. It is added, “that if the ſuperintendances of the 
duties of this department was to ſtand over for a weekly board, 
« much inconvenience would ariſe from it.” In explanation of 
this, it has been ſtated by one of the noble Lords who fill the office 
of Poſtmaſter-general, that a board conſiſts of the Poſtmaſter- general 


and their Secretary, with the ſolicitor in all matters of a legal nature, 


and all the other officers attending in their ſeveral departments, to 
be ready if called upon by the Poſtmaſter-general. Boards are held 
leſs frequently now than formerly, as the daily buſineſs of the office 
is communicated to the Poſtmaſter-general by minutes. and letters, 
on the back of which the Poſtmaſter-general give directions of what 
is to be done. Boards are now held upon the complaints againſt 
officers or the country poſtmaſters, who are often ſummoned to 
London for that purpoſe. 


mails arrival and departure, that of the foreign mails, &c. ,remaxks 
of the Preſident on duty as to the conduct of any of the officers, and 
ſuch official papers and occurrences as may ariſe in the courſe of the 
day. The daily report is always ſent by the letter- carrier of the 


diſtrict with the poſt letters, and are immediately forwarded to the 


other Po&maſter-general, or returned to the office early next morn- 
ing, from whence they are forwarded to him. A book is kept for 
the purpoſe of copying the Poſimaſter-general's obſeryations, made 
on the back of the minutes, &c., and they become a record of the 
office. The ſignature of both Poſtmaſters- general i is requifite to 
complete an order; but in cafes of particular exigeney, one; Poſt- 


maſter general has taken it upon himſelf to give an order, which is 


ſubſequently ſigned by the other Poſtmaſter- general. 

The Commiſſioners recommend, that the ſecond clerk of the Re- 
celver- general ſhould pay all contingencies of the office not now 
paid by warrant on the Receiver-general. 
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'The daily buſineſs conſiſts, of the return 
of the number of letters inwards and outwards, the time of the 
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called contingencies, and of having two paymaſters in the ſame 
office, would create trouble, confuſion, and delay. 

The Commiſſioners recommend, that fees ſhould continue to be 
paid on certain inſtruments ifſuing from the Poſt- office, and buſi- 
neſs. done therein, according to a table annexed to their report. 
The produce to be carried to the credit of the revenue. 

The Poſtmaſter-general, however, propoſe that all fees in that 
table ſhould be aboliſhed, except for an expreſs 2s. 6d. when ſent, 
and 2s. 6d, when received; alſo except the fees on the Parliamen- 
tary penſions ®, which will go to the revenue; and alſo except the | 
fees for regiſtering foreign packets of value, inwards and outwards, 
which will continue to be received and applied as at preſent; and 


alſo cxcept the fees for embarking on board His Majeſty's packets, 


which will continue to be received and applicd as at preſent. 
In order to-promote the circulation of newſpapers, the accommo- 


dation of the public, and increaſe of revenue, the Commiſſioners 


recommend a regular newſpaper office to be eſtabliſhed in the Ge- 


neral Poſt offiee, and they give a plan for ſuch an eſtabliſhment. 


On this the Poſtmaſter-general refer to the objections which are 
detailed in two papers ſubjoined to their obſervations, ſigned by the 
clerks of the roads, where they ſtate at length the bad effects which 
this regulation would produce, by diminution of the ftamp and other 
duties, ſupported by inſtaneing the effects of the penny poſtage to 
Ireland, which reduced the number of newſpapers ſent thither from 
a weekly average of 8,000l. to 1,380l. ; they alſo ſtatcy divers 
frauds and abuſes which would follow upon its ee ee 

The regulations recommended by the Commiſſioners of 1 nquiry, 
in the management of the packets, ſeem to have been thought leſs 
capable of execution, though the object of them appears, from the 
ſtatement of the Commiſſioners, to have been an unbounded ſource 


of expence and peculation. 


It was conſidered by the Commiſſioners, that the agents of the 


packets at Dover and at Harwich were unneceſſary, and that their 


duty might very well be performed by the deputy Poſtmaſters at 
thoſe places, with a trifling addition to their preſent ſalary. To 
this the Poſtmaſter-general reply, that where there are packets 


there -muſt be agents-to control the captains, to fee that the packets 


are kept in repair and muſtered, ſail at their time, report their paſ- 


2 hs. * 1 „* * ts. A. * * — 
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— 


N. B. Theſe penſions amount to 13, 700l., and are paid by the Re- 


eeiver- general out of the net revenue of the Poſt- office, oonſequently ® 
not apprar in thr accounts of this office. 
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£4 ſengers and Freight; Ke. account for the money received, and alſo 


to take charge of the diſpatches, forward the King's meſſen- 
gers, &c. 
The hire of the packets, according to the Commiſſioners, ſhould 


ve ſtopped when they are under repair, or under ſeizure for ſmug- 


gling, until the agent grants a certificate that they are again ready 
for fea. According to the Poſtmaſter- general, it ſhould not be ſtop- 


| ped, if the owner finds another packet in her ſtead, until the cauſe 


be decided : as this obſervation, however, does not apply to the 


caſe of a packet under repair, your Committee are of opinion, that 


the hire ſhould always be ſtopped during repair, unleſs another be 
found in her ſtead, as the Commiſſioners have reported ſome very 
grave abuſes under that head. 


The Commiſſioners ſay, that the burden of the Falmouth packets 


| ſhould be 150 tons, and their complement eighteen men; veſſels 


of this deſeription being fit to go to any part of the world, and na- 
vigated at a ſmall expence. Every idea of defence ſhould be re- 
linquiſhed, and they ſhould owe their ſafety to faſt ſailing, for which 
they ought to be particularly fitted. 

The Poſtmaſter- general ſtate theſe packets to be 170 tons bur- 


den, twenty being added in conſequence of the captains' repreſenta- 


tion, “ that the builders concurred with them in opinion, that by 
« adding three feet to the length of the keel, and one foot to the 
« breadth, the ſhip would fail much faſter, be a better ſea boat, and 
« enable them to ſlow their ſtores and proviſion for the uſual length 
„e of their voyage.” The Navy Board were alſo of opinion, that 
veſſels of 169 tons burden might be proper, &c. 

The Poſtmaſter-general ſtate farther, that in the opinion of 
many profeſſional men, and of themſelves, it will be proper to 
make the experiment of not arming the packets againſt an enemy 
in force, but only againſt row boats and ſmall privateers. . 

The ſhare of freight money at preſent allowed ſhould be con- 
tinued, according to the opinion of the Commiſſioners, but the pro- 
portion of freight for paſſengers, which the Poſt-office now takes 
from the owners of the packets, ſhould be relinquiſhed to them, 


and of 'coutſe the allowance for victualling the paſſengers ſhould 
ceaft, the rate of aſſage money being fixed, and proper reſerva- 


tions made for Britin ViIbjeas © in diſtreſs abroad, who may require 
a paſſage home gratis. 1 

To. this the —— reply, as to the proportion of 
freight, far paſſengers that the office ouglit not to give up 1, o. 
a year without an equivalent; and that the terms are already ſüffi- 
ciently good for the owners. As to the allowance for victualling 
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paſlengers, they ſay, that it might certainly ceaſe, as they pay ale 

« ready for their own victualling, if the officer paid one ſhilling 
« a day per man for viQualling the crew, but as the Poſt- office 
* now pays only nine pence a day per man for victualling the crew, 
*« and is in future to pay ten pence (until it may be neceſſary to 
* pay a ſhilling in the event of a war) therefore until one chilling 
* is paid, this allowance for victualling the paſſengers may con- 
6 tinue to be received.” | 

The Commiſſioners propoſe, « that the owners of packets 
* ſhould be obliged, in order to prevent abuſe, to take upon them- 
« ſelves the riſk of capture in time of war;“ but the Poſtmaſter- 
general are of opinion, that no inſurer would undertake to inſure a 
packet i in the event of a war, without knowing with whom the war 
is to be carried on, or the ſtate of the King's or the encmy's fleet. 

The Commiſſioners obſerve, that contracts for the packets ſhould 
be made by public advertiſemement, and ſufficient ſecurity required 
for the due performance thereof ; the agents ought to attend, that 
the contractors for the packet ſervice comply duly with their con- 
tract, for which purpoſe he ſhould frequently muſter the men on 
board each packet, and always, immediately on their arrival from 
ſea, he ſhould examine the veſſels from time to time, that they be 
| fitted according to contract, ſee the mariners receive their wages, 
and attend to their complaints; he ought to keep a regular journal 
of every tranſaction and occurrenee, which ſhould be tranſmitted 
weekly to the Poſtmaſter-ceneral. 

Many of theſe regulations are, according to the Poſtmaſter-gene- 
ral, complicd with ; but they ſtate in their obſervations, That 
« they have more than once ſent round to various perſons to inquire 

the price of the hire of a packet ; every one of them has been 

much dearer than thoſe of the Polt-office ; and the Poſtmaſter- 
general are ſure none can be better than their new ones would 
be, as they would be all built under their own eye, as the three 
laſt have been.” | 
The payment of wages in preſence of the agent would diferedit 
the commanding officer, and deltroy his authority, as, it firongly i im- 
plies, if it t does not expreſs, a doubt of his honeſty. 
Finally, the Commiſſioners think that the packets belonging to 


the Public ſhould be fold, and every perſon employed in the de- 


partment of t e Poſt office Ariel prohibited from being concerned, 
directly or r indirectly, in the 11 or as agents for the owners 
thergof. 5 
"This regulation was ordered by the Poftmaſter-general for the fu- 
ture, but not as to the preſent, owners ; and upon your Committee re- 
L 


9 FT” — 2 ws ,, „ My — — 


Lam) 


Ci 


ould 
red 
that 
COR- 
1 on 
rom 
y be 
iges, 
Irnal 
itted 


Mark 
That 
zuire 
been 
\ſter- 
rould 
three 


zredit 
im- 


ng to 
e de- 


rned, 
ners 


he fu- 


EC le- 


DEBATES. 97 


quiring to be informed from the General Poſt- office, how far this 
regulation had actually been adopted, they have received a copy of 
the Poſtmaſter-general's minute, of 6th March 1793, to the agent 
at Falmouth (of which copies were ſent to the agents at Dover, 
Harwich, and Holyhead), declaring, ** 'T hat as the Secretary to the 
« Poſt-office was not in future to be agent to, or have any ſhare in, 
6 any of the packets, ſo neither ſhould any of the agents at any of 
«© the ports be ſharers or owners in whole or in part, or ſell or 
« ſupply any articles for packets.” — Your Committee are farther 
acquainted, that the agents at thoſe ſtations have been required to 
make out a ſtatement in anſwer to your Committee's Inquiry on this 
ſubject: and your Committee are aſſured by Mr. Freeling, that 
neither. they, nor any of the officers in the General Poſt- office, are 
now concerned, either as owners or agents for any of the packets 


employed in the ſervice of the Poſt- office, excepting the firft Secre- 


tary of the Poſt-office, Mr. Todd, who ſtill retains a ſhare in the 
Grantham packet. | | 
The Commiſſioners in their Report recommended, “ That the 


* penſion and allowances payable to worn-out ſeamen, their widows 


« and relatives, ſhould'be regulated, ſo that thoſe only duly enti- 
<« tled be benefited thereby.” The alteration in the ſyſtem of 
e the packets,” ſay they, “ will very ſoon occaſion a deficiency in the 
fund appropriated for the payment of ſuch penſions, which ought 
* to be made good out of the revenue during the lives of the pre- 
* ſent annuitants ; after their deceaſe the pony expence on this 
c head ſhould ceaſe.” . | 

From the Poſtmaſter-general's obſervations on this head it ap- 


pears, there were two funds, one for ſuperannuated captains, 
paid by themſelves, but from which ſome are exempt, and others 


not ; this fund is to be diſcontinued for the future, and it is intended 
to apply to the Treaſury to give a captain worn out in the fervice 
I ool. a year, upon a ſtatement being made of his ſervices, age, or 
illneſs. A letter of the 20th of January 1796, from the Secretary 
of the Poſt-office to the Agent at Falmouth, ſhews the exhauſted 
ſtate of this fund, and directs the future payments of penſions to 
be made and entered in the account of incidents. This will 
produce a probable increaſe of 3 or 4001. a year to the incidental 
expences. | 

The other fund for ſeamen (which alone the Commiſſioners 
ſeem to have noticed) is ſtated by the Poſtmaſter-general ** to have 
*© been paid by one ſhilling per man per month upon eighteen 
** packets upon the Falmouth eftabliſhment, and by ſtoppages from 


© the wages and victualling of every man abſent without leave ;” 
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andi is farther made up by Treaſury warrant. The amount of thoſe 
penſions may be about 8 ol. per annum. | OT 
The Poſtmaſter-general ſtate farther, * That the mates have 
alſo a claim on the widows? fund, and give their opinion, that 
«| there ſhould always be ſuch a fund for the worn-out ſeamen in 
*« this moſt important branch of the King's ſervice, but that 
« it will uy no means be ſufficient to ſupport the widows and 
& chijdren.” 

It appears that the ſeamen's fund now no longer exiſts, but the 
penſions, amounting to 7 ol. a year, are paid out of the revenue, 
which, at preſent, may be conſidered to be indemnified by the one 
ſhilling per man per month, and the mulats, &. Theſe, how- 
ever, will not probably exiſt in time of peace, as the one ſhilling per 


6 


man per month in peace will, for eighteen packets and twenty-one 


men each, be oflly 2451. 14s., leaving 450l., or thereabouts, to be 
provided from the account of incidents. 


$ 2. 

Having thus ſtated the regulations and checks propoſed by the 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry in the Poſt-office department, as far as 
the ſame appeared important to your Committee, and were either 
objecd to by the Poſtmaſter-general, or only carried partially into 
effect, or not noticed at all in their obſervations, your Committee 
next proceed to inquire into the increaſe or diminution of the ſala- 
ries and emoluments of the officers in this department fince the 
year 1782, which will lead to an inquiry alſo into the in- 
creafe or diminution of the revenue of the Poſt-office during the 
ſame period, as far as it can be aſcertained by returns from the 
Poſt-office, 

On the ſubject of the Sas, or diminution of the expenditure 
of this office, in ſalaries or otherwiſe, ſince 1782, your Committee, 
in conſequence of the important alterations which have taken place 
in the mode of conducting the buſineſs of the office, by the intro- 
duction of the uſe of mail coaches, in 1784, and the interior re- 
gulations which have ſubſequently been adopted, think it ſufficient 
to ſtate, in a conciſe manner, the new eſtabliſhment formed under 
the order of His Majeſty in Council, already mentioned in the 
opening of their report, together with a brief account of the Penny 


Ci 


Poſt-office, as new modelled in 1794; of the Edinburgh Poſt- 


office, as regulated in 1793; of the Deputy Poſtmaſters both at 
home and abroad; and of the packet boats, noticing progreſſively, 


in Obedience to their inſtructions, which refer them back to the year 


amoul 
clerks 


Their 
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1782, the ſtate of the offices, their ſalaries, fees, and emoluments, 
at that period. 

Stating alſo the incidental expences of the different departs 
ments, as far as an account of them can be obtained, at the cloſe 
of the laſt year, 1799, and that of 1782, or ſome one of the ſub- 
ſequent years, as they happen to be ſtated by the Commiſſioners of 
Inquiry. 

The office of Poſtmaſter-general has now a net ſalary annexed to 
it of 5, oool. a year; his ſalary and perguilites were 5,1771. 198. 
7d. in I782. | 

The Sceretary has 1,000). ſalary, and an annuity of 40ol. per 
annum; his reccipis, in 1782, were 2,824l. 118. 3d. 

The ogyice of Cierk to the Poſtmaſter- general was aboliſhed in 
1793, the duties being performed by the Secretary's chief clerk. 
The ſalary and emoluments, in 1782, were 5621. 178. 8d, 

There are five clerks * in the Secretary's office at fixed ſalaries, 
amounting together to 7 201. a year. —In 1722, there were ſeven 
clerks, two of whom are transferred to the Dead Letter-office. 
Their ſalaries and emoluments, in 1782, were 8651. 3s. 3d.; 
but fince 1784, three clerks of the 1 have been created, TE 
fixed ſalaries amount in the total to 179]. 4s. ; the buſineſs there- 
fore of the Secretary's office is conduQted at the expence of 2,2991, 
48., which, in 1782, was 4,252l. 178. 2d. 


Out of the Secretary's office has ſprung the Dead Letter- office, | 


eſtabliſhed ſince 1784, which conſiſts of an InſpeQor (appointed on 
that occafion from the clerks at the Secretary's office) with a ſalary 
of zool. and annuity of 5ol. a year. He has ſix clerks, one of 
whom was inſpector of bye and croſs-road letters, now conſolidated 
with this office, and another was ſeventh clerk in the Secretary's 
office. The other four are new clerks. Their fix ſalaries amount 


to 4901. a year, and the total expence of the office is 8401. ; be — 


ſides which, the late inſpector of dead letters has a penſion of gol. 
per annum. 

The Receiver-general's f ſalary is made 8o0l. net. In 1 782, his 
ſalary and emoluments were rated at 4591. 28. Ed., independent of 
the oecaſional advantages derived from the uſe of the public money 
in his hands, as he then only paid 7o0ol. weekly into the Exchequer, 
with one additional payment at the end of each quarter ; ; inſtead. of 


which, it i is ſtated by the We that he now pays che 
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money into the Exchequer as it ariſes in each quarter, receiving ba- 
lances for the payment of the current expences. It muſt, however, 
be obſerved, in comparing the quarterly balances (retained in the 
hands of the Receiver-general for the purpoſe, as is flated, of paying 
the current expences of the office), that the ſums retained quarterly 
in 1796 exceed thoſe retained quarterly in 1783 in a much 
greater proportion than the average expences of the office are ſtated 
to bear to each other at thoſe periods ; and it does appear. probable, 
that the Receiver-general may ſtill derive conſiderable advantage from 
the uſe of the public money reſting in his hands, although his ſalary 
is made 800l. per annum, inſtead of 600l. per annum, as recom- 
mended by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry. He has three clerks, 
one of whom has been appointed fince 1784 ; their falaries amount 
to 6301. ; and the total expence of the office is 1,43ol. In 1782 
it is Gated to have bcen 8521. 4s. 4d. 

The Accountant-general has a net falarv of 7ool. His falary 
and etmoluments, in 1782, are rated at 4441. 16s. 8d. He is 
allowed a deputy, with a net falary of 4ool. a year, which, in 
1782, was rated at 1711. 3s. 4d. ; alſo five clerks, one of whom 
has been appointed ſince 1784; their ſalaries amount to 490l.; 
and the total expence of the office is 1,5gol. In 1782 it is 
ſtated to have been 9081. gs. 6d. 

In the bye letter office, the Comptroller and Reſident Surveyor- 
ſhip is aboliſhed, and a penſion of 600l. a year given to the per- 
fon who filled that office. The colleQorſhip is alſo thrown into 
the Receiver-general's, and a penſion of zool. given to the perſon 
who filled it. The inſpectorſhip of dead letters has naturally fallen 
into the office erected for the care of that branch of the buſineſs, a 
penſion of $0l. a year being beſtowed on the late inſpector. 

The office now conſiſts of an Accountant with a ſalary of 40ol. 
a year; five clerks, one of whom has been appointed fince 1784; 
and a ftorekeeper and meſſenger, with his ſervant. The amount of 
their falaries is 5661. making the total expence of the office to be 
966l. a year. In 1782 it was rated at 1,4791. 1s. 4d. 


The Solicitor of the Poſt- office has now a fixed ſalary of 3ool. 


with fees of 1 os. on bonds given by perſons appointed in the office. 
Formerly there were renewals of thoſe bonds every three years, and 
his office is ſtated to have produced 3941. os. 8d. in 1782. 

An architect, who is alſo ſurveyor, and checks the bills of the 
office, has been appointed fince 1784, with a net falary of 1501. 
a year. 

In the foreign office, the Compurciler i is now paid by the profits 
on the ſale of newſpapers, guaranteed to him at 7ool a year. His 
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ſalary and emoluments, in 1782, were 1,0481. 4s. 57d. He has 
a deputy with a net ſalary of 200l. whoſe ſalary and nnn. 
in 1782, were rated at 180l. Los. 11d, 

| The clerks, which were fix in number, in 178 2, are augmented 
fince 1784 to twelve, having falaries graduated from 1 20l. down 
to Gol. a year; and theſe, from the Deputy Comptroller down to 
the junior clerk, have alſo graduated allowances for Sunday dutics 
—the deputy, 5 4l. 1 28., the clerks, from 131. 1 38. to 6]. 10s. 
according to their rank. There is alſo a doorkeeper with 50l. a 
year, and 51. 4s. for Sundays' duty: but the Secretaryſhip for this 
office has been aboliſhed ſince 1784, and a penſion of 200l. a 
year given to the perſon who filled it. His ſalary and emoluments, 
in-1782, were 2051. 12s. 8d. The fix firſt clerks of this office 
continue to have profits on the ſale of newſpapers, but the falaries 


now paid amount to 1,3291. 88. whilſt, in 1782, the ſalaries and 


emoluments of this office are ſtated at 2,1971. 7s. 8d. 

The letter-carriers of this office are nineteen in number, at 14s. 
each per week, and one at 20s. to take care of unknown letters; a 
ſupernumerary at 8s. per weck. The amount of all their ſalaries 
is 7641. 88. Their number, in 1782. was only ten, and two as 
above deſcribed, the total of whoſe ſalaries was 4061. 18s. 

In the inland-office your Committee find both the comptrollerſhip 
and deputy aboliſhed, the duties being performed by the preſiding 
clerks, and the perſons who held thoſe offices having retired.on. pen- 
ſions of 7ool. and 280ol. a year. The duties alto of clerk of the 
bye nights are performed by the preſiding clerks. There are fix 
clerks of the road, with each 3o0ol. a year net ſalary, and the profits 
on the ſale of newſpapers. Theſe have alſo fix aſſiſtants, two with 
each 3001, a year, and four with 200]. a year each. There are be- 
ſides forty-ſix clerks, with ſalaries graduated from 200l. to 50l. a 
year. The two junior clerks have been created ſince 1784. 
Twelve ſub-ſorters, at 18s. each per week, and fix ſub- ſorters, at 


1 28. have been added to this office ſince. 1784; and they have 


ſupplanted the windowman, who appears to have had, in 1782, a 
ſalary and emoluments amounting to 1341. 9s. 6d., and alſo his 
deputy, and the inſpector of blind letters, who, having been created 
fince 1784, had only exiſted for a few years before the ſub-ſorters 
are ſtated to have ſucceeded to their duties. | 

Other new officers alſo have been created from among. the clerks 
in this office ſince 1784, viz. three preſiding clerks, with an extra 
allowance of 80l. a year each; four clerks in the Weſt-India- 
office, at 3ol. a year extra; two inſpectors of franks, at 40l. a 
year each extra; two deputies at 1ol.; and two aſſiſtants at 5. a 
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year each extra. The total of the falaries of this office is 8,938. 
16s. In 1782 they amounted to 7,0321. 12s. 8d. 

There belong to this office Ahr meſſengers; four ſeniors at 
218. a week, and four juniors at 1 58. The hier nave a fee of 
6d. on each letter taken in after ſeven o'clock ; and the juniors 
have cach 3s. per week out of that recoi5t. Ia 1782, the meſ- 
ſengers were paid 7 25. each per weck, and the ſeniors had ſome 
emoluments, ſtated at 131. 18s. The ſub-ſorters have been. ap- 
pointed ſince 1784, with falaries of 21s. per week each. So that 
the-expence of this part of the office is now 9211. a year ; and in 
1582 the meſſengers received 2641. 10s. 

The letter carriers have an inſpector with a ſalary of fool. a 
year, beſides the profits of a letter- carrier's walk; alſo a deputy i in- 
ſpector with a ſalary of 8ol. The number of ſetter⸗ carriers is now 
one hundred and ten, paid each 1 4s. per week, and fixtecn ſuper- 
numeraries, paid 8s. per week. In 1782 their number was cighty- 
three, and their pay 11s. per week, with ſixteen ſupernumerarics at. 
Ss. per week. This branch of the inland-office coſts 4,5 161. 1 1658. 
which in 1782 coſt 2,9 1 2l. 6s. 

The letter. bringers are now fifteen in number; the pay of four- 
teen of them is 8s. a week; but one from the recciving-nouſes has 
a net ſalary of 461. 16s., inchiiific cart hire when the bags are 
heavy. This man has alſo a penſion of 10). a year. In 1782, 
he, in conjunction with another bringer from Pall Mall, performed 
this branch of the buſineſs for ſalaries and emoluments ee 
to 5 21. 1 38. 8d.; it now coſts 3381. 

The Comprroller-zeneral's office, inſtituted in 1784, for the 
purpoſe of | introducing this branch of the public buſineſs, is abo- 
liſhed. Mr. Palmer has a penfion of 2,000. a year allotted to 
him, and Mr. Bonnor, late Surveyor and Comptroller of the inland 
office, has alſo a penſion of 460). a year, the duties of this office 
devolving upon the Reſident Surveyor and preſiding clerks of the 
inland office. There ſtill remains, however, in this office, a ſu- 
perintendant of letter-bill "clerks, with a falary of 200l. a year, 
having three letter-bill clerks inwards and three outwards under 
him, with ſalaries graduated from 801. to 3ol. The total expence 


of this office is now 7 401., the other clerkſhips being either aboliſhed 5 


or turned over to the reſident ay 95 8 office, or employ edi in the 
inland office. 

The principal and reſident Surveyor is paid by profits of ce lade 

of newſpapers guaranteed to him at 7ool. a year. His falary "ag. 

emoluments, in 1782, were 3691. 16s. 8d. Four clerks and a 

meſſenger are placed in this office ſince 1784, with ſalarics gra- 
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duated from 1051. to 3ol. a year, which amount in their total to 
3341. 48. | * 
There are now eight Surveyors under this office; two from the 
old eſtabliſhment, at 400l. and 35ol. a year, with chaiſe hire al- 
lowed one; alfo, a riding Surveyor from the old eſtabliſhment, who 


now has 1ool. a year, and Il. Is. a day when travelling; and five ö Tall 
Surveyors eſtabliſhed ſince 1784, two with 150l. a year each, two 1 
with 1ool., and one with 8ol.; they alſo have each II. 1s. a day WH 
when travelling. Three out of the eight Surveyors have country | 31 
poſt· offices under their management. The preſent ſalaries of theſe 1 id 
Surveyors amount to 1,43ol. In 1782, the falaries of the three 1 
Surveyors, with emoluments, were 1, 094l. Los. | 15 
The ſuperintendant of mail coaches is a new. officer fince 1784, 1 
with two aſſiſtants and two clerks under him, whoſe ſalaries are i if 
progreſſive from 50l. to 8ol. a year. His falary is 70ol. a year "Mi | 
including travelling expences, but his aſſiſtants are allowed 8s. a day 1 
when travelling. The total expence of this office is 960l. 3 
Under the head of ſundries we find conſiderable alterations fince by 
784. There is a watchman who receives 311. 4s. a year; a 1 


chamber keeper with a ſalary of 1261. including allowances for a 14200 


(#2308 
ſervant ; four ſervants ﬆ 261. each ; and a chairwoman at 131. a 1 
year; a ſtorekeeper of candles has 50l. a year. Under this head 1 | 
is elaſſed an agent at the Brille, whoſe ſalary is 1 1 ol. a year, making „ 
the whole amount of ſundries 4341. 4s. In 1782, they are [+ | 
ſtated to have been 1,0351. 15s, 8d. but the ſtamper and letter 1 1 
bringer's place is aboliſhed, and a penſion of 60l. a year given to 12388 


the perſon who held it. Four inſpectors of higlers and carriers are 
aboliſhed, and penſions given, during life, of 521. a year, one of 


2 2 


which has lapſed? The mail-maker and bag-makers places are | : +01 
- aboliſhed ; the place alſo of houſekeeper has ceaſed to exiſt 31 and mw 


the Committee muſt remark, that the perſon who held it is allowed 
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an annuity of 1 ool. a year, and 60l. for rent, in lieu of former ſa- ö Bp f | 

lary and emoluments, amounting, according to the return of the "1 
eſtabliſhment, only to 781. 9s. 7d. | n 1928 

The total aggregate amount of the ſalaries of the 1 

General Poſt- office at this time is L. 33, 282 O 1 4 

In 1782, the pay and emoluments were 28,431 f 1 

E Making an increaſed expenditure of CJ. 4.850 JF; kr 1 
— N 

e Beſides which it may be obſerved, that the whole expences of the 1 
ge eſtabliſhment are now paid out of the revenues of the office, whereas, 1 
"3 before the regulations of 1793, the fees and gratuities paid by in- 1+ 
1 
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dividuals, amounting according to the report of the Commiſ- 


ſioners of Inquiry to 8, o fol. 68. 2d. annually, and according 
to the preſent abſtract to 8, 5 1 öl. 138. 8d. were ineluded i in the 
pay and emoluments of office. 
The Penny Poſt- office new maddefad« in 1794, and fix 
regular deliveries per day eſtabliſhed, inſtead of three uncertain 
ones. 
The Comptroller has net 400l. a year Ins 850 of a 1 and 
emoluments, ſtated to have been 2621. 168. in 1 782. A deputy 
has been created for him, with 3ool. a year ſalary. The Account- 
ant general and Collectorſhip are conſolidated, with a falary of 
Zool. a year. The falary and emoluments of the two places were 
3481. 85. Three new clerks are placed under him, two with 8ol., 
and one with 7ol. falary. There are four windowmen and twelve 
ſorteis, of which three are created under the new eſtabliſhment ; 
their ſalaries are graduated from gol. to 6ol. a year, whereas be- 
fore, their pay, with coals and candles, did not amount to more 
than half as much. Three office-men, of whom one is new under 
the preſent" plan, are paid each 541. 12s. a year, nearly double the 
pay of the former office-men. But the greateſt inereaſe of eftabliſh- 
ment in this office is in the inferior department, viz. Two run- 
ners at 1 68. per week on the new plan; 130 town letter-carriers, 
paid 5, 08 fl. 1 28. inſtead of 44 on the old plan, who were paid 
1, 293. 5s. 69. ; ninety-one country letter cxfriers, paid 3,7 1 2l. 
16s. inſtead of thirteen on the old plan, who were paid 11 fl. 7s. 
4d. ; thirty ſupernumeraries, paid 6241., inſtead of twelve on the 
old plan, paid 1831. 128. The expences of the eſtabliſhment of 
the Penny Poſt- office have increaſed four- fold under the new plan 
of 1794, being now We 8s. whereas, in rd ann they were 
3,070l::15s. 6d. 

But it appears that this plan is ſtill before the Lords of the 
Treaſury for their approbation ; and that in the year ending 5th 
April 1796, the falaries were .4,3811. 4s. 8d. and the weekly 
wages 9,6241. 145. 11d. fo that ſome additional officers or ſer- 
vants muſt have been employed during that year. This detail 
ing taken from the table furniſhed by the General Poſt- office, . 
Committee will conſider the exceſs as contingent, and ſtate it when 
they come to ineidents, the rather becauſe the Collector and Ac- 
countant in his return conceives that the whole of the Penny Poſt 
may be conſidered as contingent, it being impoſſible to diſtinguiſh 
clearly. The advantage, however, to the public, from the fre- 
quency and regularity of communication throughout the metropolis 
and its environs, is evidently very great ; and your Committee find 


year oy 
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Vo 


DEBATES. | 105 
from the accounts returned of the net income of the Penny Poſt- 
office in the years 1782 and 1796, and of the intermediate year 
ending 5th April 1794, which immediately preceded the , new 


eſtabliſhment, that the progreſſive improvement of the revenue of | 5 
this office does not appear to be checked, but on the contrary con- 1 
ſiderably accelerated, the advance from 1 782 to 1794 being from 1 


4,9 10l. 75. 2d. to 6,0861. 38. 8d. or 1, 175l. 168. 6d. increaſe W 
in twelve years ; whereas, in 1796, the eſtimated net income is 
7,6581. 68. 11d. of which 6,500l. has been actually paid to the 


g Recciver-general, making an eſtimated increaſe of 1,5721. 38. 3d. | 4 

in two years; and conſidering the payments already made, this | 9 

| eſtimate cannot be {ſuppoſed to be very inaccurate. | HAI 
f The. office at Edinburgh has a Deputy Poſtmaſter. general, whoſe | i 
ſalary in 178 2 was 400l. a year, with 21. per cent. on monies re- _ 
: mitted. to the Receiver-general; in 1793, when this, perquiſite = 
ceaſed, 8 50l. additional ſalary was given as an equivalent to the j Ell 

| perſon, then holding the place; and upon his death, two. years after, { 
5 the ſalary was made net 8 ool. a year. he Secretary, in 1782, WE: : 
1 had 1 o0l., which, in 1785, was augmented to 200l. a year, there 1 
2 having been an almoſt general advance of the ſalaries of the officers 1 
in the preceding year; and in 1793, when the emoluments of the if 1 i 
circulation of newſpapers in Scotland was taken away (the Edin- * H 

burgh printers having refuſed to continue to pay it, not being al- bl ; 

lowed the ſame diſcount as the London printers at the Stamp- office) 1 

the Secretary's ſalary was again augmented to 400l. a year, which «8 
continues to be paid him, with a falary of 401: to his, clerk, A 1 
ſurveyor and aſſiſtant have now each 1 Fl. a year. In 1782, the 1 
ſurveyar's ſalary was the ſame, but the aſſiſtant had only 5 olga year. 1 

An accountant has 1 60l. a year, with a clerk at 40l. In 1782, 1 

he had 951. a year, and no clerk. A ſolicitor receives now Tool. 1 
a year, who, in 1782, was paid 50l. An inſpeQor of dead letters, | 
created in 1784, with 40l. ſalary, has now 6ol. a year. A prin- 1 

cipal clerk has 150l. a year, and an aſſiſtant at 60l. In 1782; * nt l 

he had 751. a year and no aſſiſtant. A clerk of the north road-and 1 

aſſiſtant, who, in 1782, had 311. 108. and 271. 10s. à year ſalary, „ 1 

have now 1 34l. and 60l. a year reſpeQively. A ſimilar augmen- 4 x 

tation; has taken Joh with reſpect to the clerk of the weſt road 5 


and his aſſiſtant. The clerk of the Engliſh road had 37. 108. 
th and his aſſiſtant See in 1782; they have now 1 gol. and n 
fre- year reſpectively. A letter ſorter, Who had 1 51. in 178, has 40. 

; A letter ſtamper and aſſiſtant have 3ol. and 20l. a Jear, who, in 


1782, was paid aol, and had no aſſiſtant. The letter carriers, 
. P 
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who, in 1782, had 2.71. 6s. each, and were fix in number, have 


now 311. 48. a year, and are ten in number. A meſſenger and 
houſekeeper, who had alſo 271. 6s. receives an augmented ſalary of 


zl. a year, the new regulations of 1793 having deprived him of 
incidents to the amount of 201. as houſekeeper, and ſome other 


allowances. 

The total amount of the expences of this office in ſalaries is now 
3,1781., in which is included an annuity of 251. a year to Peter 
Williamſon for his life, ſettled in 1793, in conſequence of the 
eſtabliſhment of a Penny Poſt-office at Edinburgh, he having ori- 
ginally inſtituted a private n Poſt. In 1782, the total amount 
of ſalaries was 1, 400 l. 28. 

The incidental expences of the General Poſt-office were, in 

1784, including ſtationary, 12,0841. 18s. 2d. The bye and 
croſs roads for the year ending 5th April 1784, were 8771. 28. 7d. 

making together 13,5621. os. 9d. In the year ending 5th April 
11796, the incident bills of the General Poſt-office amounted to 
36,3101. 15s. 7d. and thoſe of the bye and crofs roads to 77 21. 
1 28. 5d. making together 37,0831. 8s. The incidental expences 
of the Penny Poſt, in the year ending 5th April 1784, were 
T,4351. 2s. 11d.; at preſent, deducting the amount of falaries 
from the groſs expence, ending 5th April 1796, there will be left 
for incidents 8,6111. os. 6d. The amount of incidents, including 
ſtationary, at the Edinburgh Poſt-office, were, in 1786, 2,110l. 

8s. 10d. and the ſalaries of the Deputy Poſtmaſters in North 
Britain were 6,239. 4s. 11d. 

At preſent, deduQing the amount of ſalaries from the money ex- 
pended in the year ending Chriſtmas 1796, there will be left for 


the incidents and the ſalaries of the Deputy Poſtmaſters of North 


Britain, 11,1681. 7s. 5d. 
The ſalaries and allowances of the Deputy Poſtmaſters in Eng- 

land, for a year ending 5th April 1796, 

amounted to — — — 
The riding work was — — 


15,881 5 
7 


| Makin e * ſum of — 4. 36,492 © 8 


In 1784, the fk paid to the Deputy Poſtmaſters for ſalaries 
and riding work, was 41,8961. 38. 4d. but under the new eftabliſh- 
ment your Committee have to ſtate the expenditure of a farther ſum 
for the conveyance of mails by coaches, which, it is preſumed, the 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry have comprehended in the general ac- 


CO! 
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count of ſalaries and riding work. It amounted for one year, to 
5th April 1796, to the ſum of — FL. 18,078 17 7 


The wages of guards — — Nene 20 82 | 
The total amount of which is _ . „22, 521 fence: 


Your Committee have had an abſtract of the mileage warrants 
Jaid before them for the quarter ending 5th April 1797, contain- 
ing 42 contracts for the carriage of the mails by coaches, the greater 
part of which is performed 2 a mile, and a deduction of 11. 
per cent. on the groſs amount ; Tome few, however, are as high as 
2d. and above. They alſo ke the mileage by horſes or carts, 
hoping to be enabled to form ſome judgement of the comparative 
advantage of the extenſion of the mail coach ſyſtem. The riding 
work is ſtated to amount to 4,833 miles, and the general price per 
mile for the conveyance of every day's mails by horſe or cart, may 


be ſaid to be 41. 13s. 4d. for a year, or about 3d. per mile per day, 


which includes both going and returning. In ſome inſtances the 
rides are done for leſs; in many it requires a price greatly beyond 
41. 13s, 4d. per mile. Theſe allowances are ſettled according to 
the nature and exigency of the caſe, upon the report of the diſtrict 
ſurveyors to the Poſtmaſter-general. 

The agent's ſalary and allowance at Liſbon i is 2741. be. 8d. a 
year, ſtated by the Commiſſioners to have been 6ol., and 21. per 
cent. on his remittances. 

The agent at Falmouth has 490l. a year. The Commiſſioners 
ſtate his net income, co of various emoluments, to have been, 
in 1787, 3851. 7s. There is an agent at Yarmouth inſtead of 
thoſe which uſed to be at Harwich and Dover before the war. His 
ſalary and emoluments are ſtated at 1,270l. a year. The Dover 
agent is reported by the Commiſſioners to have received, in 1787, 
a net income of 1, 270l -s, 4d. a year, and the agent at Har- 
wich a net income of 1911. a year. There is alſo now an agent 
at Weymouth, whoſe ſalary is not ſettled according to the ſtatement, 
but is ſaid to be Bol. Your Committee have ſtated the ſalaries 
and emoluments of theſe agents curſorily, as the war has varied the 
place of their eſtabliſhment, which will probably undergo alteration 
when peace returns. The Deputy Poſtmaſter at Halifax, in Nova 
Scotia, has 1 50l. a year ſalary, and 100l. for a clerk, and houſe 
rent, Ke. The Deputy Poſtmaſter- general at Quebec has 45 0l. a 
year. In the Commiſſioners Report they are ſtated to have had 
20l. per gent. on the net revenue. In Jamaica, the ſalary and al- 


lowance out of the revenue is 5981., the reſt paid by individuals. 
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The Deputy Poſtmaſters of the Weſt Indies have alſo ſalaries 
amounting: to 85 5l. 5s. 8d. The Commiſſioners ſtate the Ja- 
maica. Deputy Poſtmaſter-general to bave received for himſelf and 
clerks 2641. 6s. and the deputies of the other iſlands 5 ol. each, if 


the inteznal-poſtage amounted to ſo much. For the conveyance of 
the mails to Ireland the General Poſt-office pays annually 4, oool. 


to che Iriſh Poſt- office. At the time of the Commiſſioners' report, 


the Irifh packet boats made a part of the eftabliſhment, and were 
included in the account of the annual expence. 

The expences of packets for the year ending 5th April 1796, 
amount to 78,4391. 18s. 8d. in which your Committee find 
ro,8031. 9s. 9d. for capture by the enemy; they find alſo 2,0031. 
x8s. 7d. for arming packets, which ſhews that defence in a ſmall 
degree is contemplated. 
pences of the packets, at the time they reported, to have. been 
45,9271. bs. 4d. ; but your Committee find the expences of this 
branch of the eſtabliſhment to have fluctuated moſt from 1771 to 
1787 incluſive, by the table annexed to the Commiſſtoners' report. 
In time of war it was very high, as was naturally to be expected, 


amounting, in the year 1782, to 122, 2921. 178. of which 


15,8011. 118. is for capture; and upon the whole it appears to 
your Committee, that conſiderable attention has been paid to dimi- 
niſn the expences of the packets; for notwithſtanding the great in- 
ereaſe in the price of every naval ftore, the advance of wages, pro- 
viſions, &c. the preſent eſtabliſhment of a Falmouth packet (the 
expences of which were, in the opinion of the Commiſſioners, moſt 
to be attended to, as they amounted to above three quarters of the 
whole) is very materially leſs than it is ſtated to have been by the 
account in the appendix to the Commiſſioners' report. There the 
eſtabliſhment of a packet on the Falmouth ſtation, about 200 tons 
and 30 men, value 4, oool. was, in 1788, a time of peace 2,129]. 
88. 6d. It now ſtands thus: the three Grit packets on the new 
plan coſt 3,400. each; burden 179 tons and 28 men; of each 
of theſe the war eſtabliſnment is 2,1121. 6s. 8d. ; the peace eſta- 
bliſhment is 1, 68 1. 118. gd. 

The packets fince built in the Thames coſt 3, 200l. (which the 
Poſtmaſter- general have directed © to be abided by in future.“) 
Their eſtabliſnment is in war 2, 0581. 6s. 8d. in peace 1,6311. 
11s. 9d. There remain, however, four on the old eſtabliſhment, 
two of which were reduced, as to the per centage, from 4, oool. 
value to 3,600l., by the Poſtmaſter-general's order; one of theſe 
will be out of the ſervice in 1798. 
engaged in bui.ding another in her room. The other three are 


J 


The Commiſſioners ftate the annual ex- 
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intended to be put out of the ſervice the firſt opportunity. The 
eſtabliſhment of an Harwich packet, 1788, burden 70 tons and 11 


men, was 4691, 15s. 4d, ; it is now, in war, with 17 men and 70 


tons burden, 8621. 1s. 4d. and in peace, 536l. 19s. 9d. An 
agency of 2+ per cent. on the hire, wear, and tear of theſe packets 
was paid by the captain, which they will now neither pay nor re- 
ceive. All the preſent contracts for packets are ſtated to be deter- 
minable at the expiration of ſeven, fourteen, or twenty-one years, 
as the parties may agree, by giving fix months notice. In a contract 
for a packet of 179 tons burden, of which a copy is laid before your 
Committee, the whole term is ſeven years, determinable at the end 
of the third or any ſubſequent year of the term, on ſix months no- 
tice. The eſtimate made, under the direction of the Commiſſioners 
of Inquiry, of the eſtabliſhment of a packet of 150 tons burden 
and 18 men, valued at 2,500l., in peace, was I,215l. 1 18. 6d. ; 
in war, unarmed, and valued at 3, oool., was 1, 8351. Los. 

Your Committee have thought it their duty to ſtate briefly the 
expence of this plan, propoſed by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, 
that the difference may be ſeen between it and that which has been 


ſince adopted. They have ſtated the reaſons upon which the Poſt- 


maſter-general have preferred the more expenſive plan. 
The whole check, therefore, that prudence can venture to apply 


(to this important and neceflary branch of the public expenditure, 


ſeems to be, to prevent rigorouſly all its officers and agents from 


having any pecuniary connection with it, and to endeavour in ſome 


degree to render it leſs fluctuating, not by attempting to throw the 
riſk of capture upon individual owners (who might not be induced 
to undertake it without an extravagant compenſation, and who might 
eaſily injure this important ſervice by their endeavours to avoid in- 
dividual riſk) but by conſtantly inſuring the packets with the under- 
writers, unleſs, indeed (which were much to be deſired) it were 
found practicable to contract publicly, and under conditions fimilar 
to thoſe recommended by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, for the 
conveyance of mails by packets, with ſuch individuals or companies 
as would undertake it at the loweſt prices, for a term of years, upon 
the different ſtations, ſo as to open this lucrative department to pub- 
lic competition *. 


_— 


— — 


* On this ſubject the inſpector of packets, Mr. Bennett, gives ſtrong 
reaſons againſt letting be public contract, tae experiment having failed, 
according to him, in two inſtances, 
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One branch more of the expenditure of the Poſt-office remains to 
be ſtated, arifing from the practice of allowing certain penſions and 
compenſations to officers on their ſuperannuation, . or upon any 
change of eftabliſhment, by which they may have been deprived of 
any perquiſites of office. Previous to the new eftabliſhment of 
1793, thefe amounted to 1,500. ; on that eſtabliſhment taking 
place, there were farther grants to the extent of 6,10o11. ; and 
fince that time others have taken place, amounting to 1, 475l. 


The total of theſe, 9,0761., will be ſaved to the Public as the par- 


ties to whom they have been granted die, or are promoted, and 
your Committee find accordingly, that 6481. 10s. has fallen in 


ſince 1793 on four promotions, and 3681. ros. on five deaths. 


It were to be withed that the number and amount of ſuch future 
faving were increaſed, by its being made an eſtabliſhed praQice to 
promote to efficient fituations thoſe officers, who, at the time of their 


retiring, are yet capable of performing active duties, inſtead of 


giving them penſions, which, as your Committee have had occaſion 


ro notice in this report, appear to be almoſt equal, in ſome inſtances, 


to, their ſalaries and emoluments during their actual attendance 
upon their official duties. Your Committee, however, learn with 
ſatisfaction, that there is no office or ſituation whatever under the 
Poſtmaſter-general granted in reverſion. 


In their endeavours to exhibit a juſt compariſon of the chi 


increaſe and expenditure of the Poſt-office, as oppoſed to thoſe of a 
former period, your Committee muſt obſerve, that the Commiſ- 
foners of Inquiry, as this object was not particularly in their view, 
have not ſtated in their report the expences of the Poſt- office in any 
one year throughout its different departments. Their account of 
the ſalaries, allowances, fees, &c. of both the London and Edin- 
burzh * poſt-office (including thoſe of the deputy poſtmaſters of 
Great Britain, with their riding work, for the year 1784,) 
amounts to 8 5, 9941. 18s. 2d. The expenees of the packets for 
the year 1787 is ſtated at 45,9271.” 6s. 4d. The amount of in- 
cidental expences for the General Poſt. offices, including ſtationary, 
is for 1784; for the bye and croſs roads and penny poſt, it is for 
a'year ending 5th April 1784; and for the Edinburgh office, it is 
for the year 1786; the three together making 17,1071. 128. 6d. 
The Commiſhoners therefore, from theſe ſeveral documents ſo col- 


lected, ſtate the annual expenditure of the Poſt-office to be at that 


period, 149,029]. 17s., of which it appears that 141, 0 19l. Los. 
10d. was paid by the Public, and that 8,o10l. 6s. 2d. was paid 
by individuals. This expenditure, however, when applied to the 
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table (Which was returned them, of the groſs and net produce of 
the Poſt-office from the 5th April 1757, to 5th April 1 787) ſo far 


from adapting itſelf to any one year. throughout the whole ſeries, 1 
will hardly amount in many inſtances, to more than half the real RY 
expenditure. Thus, if the year 1784 be taken, and the net pro- % 
duce, 196, 5 131. 168. 74. be deducted from the groſs produce, 1 


45 2, 404l. 6s. 10d., the expences of management and packets will 
be found to have been 25 5, 890l. Los. 3d. This year is taken, 
becauſe the Commiſſioners have reported the incidental charges of 
the General Poſt-office, and alſo the riding work of this year, in 
their eſtimate. If the year 1787 be taken, in which the packet 
expen'*s are ſtated by the Commiſſioners, the groſs produce ap- 
pears to have been eſtimated at 510,2411., and the net at 
275,80681., which leaves 234, 37 31. for expences of management 
and packets ; a ſum very diſcordant with that ſtated by the Com- 
miſſioners of Inquiry. 

Your Committee having before them the table of groſs and net 
| produce of the Poſt-office for thirty years, from 5th April 1757 
to 5th April 1787, beg leave to remark, though it is beyond the 
ſtrict limits of their inſtructions, that whilſt the groſs produce ap- 1 
[HE pears to have been uniformly progreſſive both in war and in peace, rm 
| the net produce has been ſtationary, and even retrogade, for ſeveral | 

- | years previous to 1783, which, probably, was in a great degree | 

_ occaſioned by the effects of the American war. In the ſubſequent | 
year 1784, an act was paſſed for granting additional rates of 1 
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poſtage, &c. in which the liberty of franking letters was reſtrained, 


n 


by requiring the whole ſuperſeription of the letter to be written by the 
p member or other authorized perſon tranking the ſame. The con- 
: veyance of the mails by coaches was alſo adopted in the ſame year. 'F 
c From that period to 1787 the increaſe of the net produce appears if 
| to have been uniform and progreſſive. | - 1 
4 Your Committee have ſelected three years from the ſaid table 14 
(viz. 1783, 1784, 1785,) with a view to compare the average of 1 
| thoſe three years with that of the laſt three years of which the ac- 1 


N counts have been ſtated to Parliament. Y 
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1 PARLIAMENTARY 
They ſtand thus: 

SGroſs Produce. 

1783 434,050 17 10 


1784 452,404 610 255, 890 1073 
2705 490-747 19 9 23% 7 


Managements 
and Packets, 


Net Produce, 
274,425 169 159,628 11 


196,513 16 7 
261,409 * 2 


a „ SA I — 


— 


3) 3) 3) 
1,383,197 4 5 65,648 8 7 617,548 15 10 
Average of E | | i 
1783, 1784, f 461,065 14 9 8855210 2 10 205,849 1111 
and 1785 | 
| 3) ) 
Total of . | 1 


tere JC 
and 1795 . 
Average of ; 

1793-1796 þ 674,727 © 6 264,170 18 7 401,556 1 11 
and 1795 N | | 


— — — _ — * — 
— — 


| 


_— 


Surplus of 
average of 
1793» 1794» 
and 1795— 
over 1783, 
1784, and 
$385 -- J 


204,706 10 o 


213,661 5 9 8,964 15 9 


q s 
8 


i 

Thus it appears that the increaſe of the average expenditure in 
1793, 1794, 1795, being years of war, is only 8,9641. 1 58. 9d. 
in fo large a ſum as 264, 170l. 188. 7d., whilſt the net produce has 
been doubled. The alteration of the eſtabliſhments of the London 
General and Penny Poſt- offices, and of the Edinburgh office, took 
place in 1793 and 1794, and has been detailed by your Com- 
mittee. In 1795, an act paſſed for farther regulating letters free 
from poſtage, by which Members of Parliament, &c. are reſtricted 
as to the number and weight of franks; and in the preſent ſeſſion, 
an act paſſed for increaſing the poſtage of letters, &c., ſo that the 
revenue of this office muſt be in a very improved ſituation ſince the 
years on which the latter average is taken. 

The following table is ſubjoined, to ſhew at one view the lateſt 


ſtatement of the expenditure, ending 5th April 1796, oppoſed to 


that of an earlier period, as ſtated by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, 
or as appears by other documents before your Committee, and de- 
tailed in their report. [ 


? 
£ 
4 


„ 


( 
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Management, &c, from 5th April, 


1795» — 5th, 1796. 


Salaries for General 
Poſt- office L. 33,282 0 © 
Ditto Penny-poſt . 12,569 8 o 
Ditto Edinburgh office 
Ditto deputies in Eng- 
land, and _—_ work 36,492 0 0 


Mails and Guards 22,521 17 1 


Incidents, General 
Poſt- office — — 36,310 15 7 


Ditto bye and croſs roads 772 12 f 


Ditto Penny-poſt — 8.611 06 


Ditto Edinburgh office, 

and Deputy Poſtmaſters | 

ſalaries — — 11,168 7 5 
Deputies in plantations, 
Weſt-India n and 
foreign parts 

Packets from April 15th 
1795s to April 5th 


1796 _ VF 


Ditto allowed to Ireland“ 4,000 © 0 


* 


Agents of packets 
Penſions to officers 


1,840 0 o 
8.427 10 0 


3,178 © @ , 


2,427 124 


— 


4. 259,201 0 5 


Ditto for 1782. 


* —_— 


28,431 2 IT 


3,070 I; 6 
1, 406 2 Loos 


41,896 oy 4 in 1784 
not eſtabliſh. 
ed till 1784, 
4 and not ſtated 
by the Com- 
miſſioners in 
their report. 


12,684 18 2 in 1784. 

in year end 
ing 5th April 
1784. 

in year end- 


077 2 7 


1435 2 11 


W 


5 8.349 13 9 min 1786. 


in 1787, and 
944 6 04 includesNew 
| York, &. 


45.927 6 I in- O 


packets, and 

amounted, 

in 1787, to 
| 2,400l, 

1,846 17 4 i | 

1, 500 o © ring 40 


148,369 10 10 


| The gn roduce from April 5th, 1795, to 
April 5th, 1796, being eſtimated 
8 management, packets, &c, being 


The eſtimated net produce will be 


* This allowance to Ireland is 


Vet, Is 


id in lieu of the 
— excluſively to the Engli Poſt- office. The 
| packers are paid by the Dublin —_— and allowed j 


— & 787,482 
1 


— — —— 


— 528,281 


ing 5th April 


cket poſtage, which 
expences of the 
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The laſt part of the inſtructions of your Committee lag fo to re- 
port whether any, and what, farther meaſures can be adopted for re- 
| ducing any part of the expenditure of the public revenue, or for 
diminiſhing the total amount of the ſalaries and emoluments, with- 
out detriment to the public ſervice, they think it their duty to pre- 
| miſe ; that in an executive office of the nature of the General Poſt- 
office, where ſucceſs dedends upon a conſtant and unwearied attention 
to every department, it 1s not enough to introduce regulations of 
diſpatch, ſecurity, and economy ; in order to maintain them, their 


execution muſt be frequently examined and reviſed, and every part 


af the complicated movement muſt be regulated by ſuperintendants 


well informed i in the mechaniſm of the whole, and regularly atten- 


tive to all the parts. 


All meaſures for conduRing the buſineſs of this department with | 


ſafety and diſpatch acquire an importance proportionate to the in- 
creaſing commerce of the country ; and the ready means of aug- 
menting the revenue, which the Poſt- office affords to the Public, 
without operating as any very conſiderable burden upon individuals, 
make every ſuggeſtion uſeful which may produce additional regula- 
pity and economy. 

It may be worthy of conſideration, whether a Board of Com- 
miſſiovers, upon the plan on which other revenue departments are 
conducted, would not ſecure the moſt effeQual attention to the 


rapid and complicated buſineſs of this office, being a revenue de- 


partment of extenſive tranſactions, and much depending for its 
ſucceſs upon the ſkill exerciſed in making its various and numerous 
contracts. 

The patronage of the Pol office is of a moſt extenſive nature, 
obviouſly requiring great diſcretion in its exerciſe, much knowledge 
of the duties to be performed, and conſidexable attention to the cha- 
racters of the individuals who are to be promoted, 

This patronage, as to the individuals to be appointed, is e 00 
ſolely by the Poſtmaſter- general, under the control, however, of the 
Lords of the Treaſury, as to the increaſe or diminution of ſalaries, 
&c. to whom are referred, alſo, any alterations which may be pro- 


poſed in the various departments of the office. There appar to be 


* 


— 


3 2 


as Laglits Polt-olice, of which e largely in fa- 
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fa the different offices in London and at Edinburgh, of principal 


officers and their deputies, under the Poſtmaſter- general, about fifty, 
whoſe ſalaries are ſome of them 7ool. and even 1,0001. per ans 
num, and none are leſs than rool. a year. The clerks, window- 
men, and officers of a deſcription to be paid from 3ool. a year 
down to 60l., are one hundred and thirty-ſeven in number; and 


the letter-carriers, ſorters, &c. who receive from 5 ol. to about 30ol. 


a yezr, are not fewer than four hundred and ſeventy, beſides the 
agents for packets, and the different Deputy Poſtmaſters throughout 
the kingdom and in the plantations. Ir is highly defirable that the 
officers of ſo important a branch of the public ſervice ſtiould be 
liberally rewarded, and in every inſtance where they have performed 
their duty with fidelity for a ſeries of years, and have been ren- 
dered, by age or infirmity, unable to continue their ſervices, that 
they ſhould be allowed to retire upon penſions provided out of the 
revenue of the office. It is alſo juſt, where the fair emolu- 
ments of a meritorious officer are materially curtailed by the regu- 
lation of his department, that ſome compenſation ſhould be made, 
either by promotion or addition, to his ſalary ; but your Committee 
ſee reaſon, in the amount and magnitude of the penſion lift of this 
office, to apprehend that this principle has been carried too far. It 
appears to have been applied, where example ought not to be held 
out to the imitation of ſucceſſors in office, and has exceeded the re- 
commendations contained in the Report of the Commiſſioners of 
Inquiry, of which your Committee have noticed ſome inſtances in a 
former part of their report. This may ariſe in ſome degree from 
the ſyſtem of allowing deputies in the different departments, which 
is apt to increaſe unneceſſarily the number of officers, from the very 
nature of a deputy. As ſome ſecurity againſt any abuſe of this na- 
ture, it may become the more neceſſary that each principal ſhould 
diſcharge the duties of his own office perſonally. The appointment 
of deputies has generally grown out of the circumſtance of too much 
falary having been paid to their principals; and where they have 
become the real conductors of the bufineſs they ſhould be made 
principals, and the higher officers, with their ſalaries ſhould be 
aboliſhed. Your Committee think, that they cannot too ſtrongly 
repreſent the propriety of apportioning the ſalaries of all the officers, 
ſo as to give proper encouragement to addreſs and vigilance, without 
inducing them to relax frotn their exertions. Your Committee, in 


the earlier parts of their report, have noticed the large balances re- | 
maining in the Receiver. general's hands at the termination of cath | 
quarter; and they coincide in opinion with the Commiſſioners of 
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116 | PARLIAMENTARY \ 
Inquiry, “ that the public money ſhould, be lodged in the Bank 
« of England, in the name of the Receiver-general, who ſhould 
« ſpecify, in his drafts the ſervice for which it is drawn, in like 
& manner as the Paymaſter-general of the Forces and Treaſurer 
cc of the Navy now do.” The reaſons urged by Mr. Mortlock, in 
his letter to the Poſtmaſter-general on this ſubject, appear to your 
Committee to be inconcluſive, as the bills to which acceptances 
are to be procured (and which he fates it to be contrary to 
the uſage of the Bank to ſend out for acceptance) may be re- 
tained in the Receiver-general's office, and ſent out from thence 
for acceptance, without involving the account at the Bank in any 
difficulty *. | TR. 8 85 

On the ſubject of the balances whieh remain in the Deputy Poſt- 
maſter's hand in Edinburgh, your Committee have already obſerved, 
when they ſtated their account in a former part of their report. 
They have alſo adverted to the check upon the Receiver-general's 


accounts, propoſed by the Commiſſioners to be placed in the hands | 


of the Accountant-general. FR | 

The labours of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry were great, and 
their inveſtigations were not unattended with ſalutary conſequences. 
From the tardy manner, however, in which their vſcful ſuggeſtions 
were entertained, from the obſtacles which were thrown in the way 
of ſeveral improvements in this department, previous to the time of 
their inquiry, by thoſe who were intereſted in the continuance of 
the abuſes attendant upon the management of the packet boats, &c. 
and from the partial adoption of the meaſures adviſed by them, their 


recommendations having been frequently exceeded in the amount of 


falarics and eftabliſhment, your Committee has reaſon to think that 
ſome parts of the eſtabliſhment have till need of reviſion and im- 
provement. The extenfion of the mode of conveyance by mail 
coaches is deſirable on the principle of producing ſafety, even 
where diſpatch and economy cannot be materially improved ; but 
your Committee have found it impoſſible to form a judgement 
upon that ſubject from any documents they could obtain, as ſo 
much muſt depend upon the nature of the roads in the different 
parts of the iſland, and the degree of intercourſe they afford, to 
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* The Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their ſecond report, page 7, no- 
tice a ſimilar exceſs of balance in the Receiver-general's — 4 1780, 
and ſtate as their opinion, that he ought to pay every week the net ba- 
lance of his receipt into the Exchequer, reſerving in his hands no more 


Yan js neceſſary to pay the current expences of the office, 
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encourage ano to undertake the conveyance of the mile 


| by coaches. 


On the ſubje& of the parliamentary penſions, which your Con- 


mittee have only adverted to by a note in the former part of tis 
report, they being paid at the Treaſury out of the net revenues of 
the Poſt-office, your Committee beg leave to ſuggeſt, that it woud 
be defirable to rid the revenue of all ſuch grants, by purchafug 
them from the individuals who poſſeſs them, as often as the me- 
ſure can be made convenient to the parties. | 

On the ſubje& of the packets, which is a moſt important ons 
on the penſions to officers of thE eſtabliſhment, and upon ſom: 
other matters of leſs moment, your Committee have been inducel 
to offer ſeveral obſervations as they occurred at the time of detail 
ing the preſent ſtate of the -office. They have rather thought i 
their duty to obſerve upon the general ſtate and management of th 
Poſt-office, than to enter into thoſe minutiz of the interior regula 
tions of the various departments, to which their opportunity of in 
quiring, and their power of propoſing ſuitable regulations, appear t. 
them to be leſs adapted. Among other things it has been ſuggeſftec 
that all letters to individuals from India ſhould paſs through th 
Poſt-office, which would give ſecurity and celerity to the communi 
cation, and improve the revenue conſiderably. It has alſo bee: 
ſuggeſted, that if the proportionate charge on letters by weight wa 
more gradual, many things, which now paſs as parcels by the mail: 


and augment the profit of the proprietors, would be ſent by the Pa 


on account of the ſuperior ſafety, in the ſhape of letters. Wit 
regard to the firſt ſuggeſtion, a correſpondence had taken place b. 
tween the Secretary of the Poſt-office, by command of the Pot. 
maſter-general, the Solicitor of the Poſt- office, and the Eaſt-Ina 
Company's Secretary, from which it app&rs, that the letters fro 


India do not come within the provifions of the 5th Geo. III. 


ſpecting ſhip letters; but that the Directors are diſpoſed to comp 
with the propoſition of the Poſt- office, and after ſelecting their on 
letters, to ſend the others to the Poſt- office. On the ſecond ſu- 
geſtion, your Committee have no means of pronouncing an opinic. 
It is certain that great numbers of ſmall parcels, weighing to 
ounces and upwards, are ſent by the mail coaches at an inferior r= 
of carriage, which, conſidering this eftabliſhment as a ſpecies of & 
eluſive carrying trade, muſt ſubtract conſiderably from its revem. 
If your Committee are juſtified by their documents in the obſer 
tions they have already ſubmitted to your confideration, an afte 
and vigilant ſ uperintendance would produce retrenchment, and p:- 
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ſerre the ſalutary regulations already adopted; without it, the bufi 
nes of this important and extenfive branch of the public revenue 
an! expenditure will always have a tendency to profuſion ; with it, 
refularity and economy will ſpread their influence through the dif- 
feent departments, and will juſtify your Committee, even at this 
| priod, in repeating what is ſtated by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry 
i their report, that though much has been done, much remains 
© ſill to be effected. 


Fuß 191, 1797. 


DEBATES. 19 


EIGHTH REPORT. 


TAX-OFFICE. 


Your Committee, purſuing the ſame courſe of examination 
in reſpe& to this office, which they have adopted as to the other de- 
partments under their conſideration, have begun by referring, in the 
firſt inſtance, to the report made thereon by the Commiſſioners 
Public Accounts in the years 1780 and 1781. But for reaſons 
which will appear in the courſe of this report, as well as for the ſake 
of greater perſpicuity, they have thought it right to take a ſeparate 
view of the eſtabliſhment and conduct of this office in England 
and Scotland, and of the modes purſued by the colleQors, receivers- 
general, and other officers, in tranſmitting to the Exchequer the 
taxes ſeverally entruſted to their care. 

There is one point on which the Commiſſioners of Public Ae- 
counts have ſuggeſted an improvement, which, however ſuited to | 
ſome of the boards of inferior receipt, is now (if ever intended to 1 
have been applied to the office for the affairs of taxes) far leſs ap- UE 
plicable to that eftabliſhment than at the time of making thoſe 1 

reports. Your Committee allude to a propoſition for conſolidating 1 
ſeveral of the publie offices into one; and they are inclined to 1 
think, that, conſidering the great inereaſe of revenue, ariſing from +288 
the aſſeſſed taxes (the groſs produce of which, including land- tax, 138 
amounted in the year 1778, to no more than 2, 603, 1 3l., and in [Fi | 
the year 1796 was advanced to the ſum of 4, 101, 869l. 68. 74d.) i 
it might be attended with ſome inconvenience to have this office in- iÞ 
cluded in any ſuch plan of conſolidation ; at the fame time your th 
Committee think it right to obſerve, that, conſidering the moderate | N 
attendance of the Commiſſioners of Taxes, who are ſeven in num- 
ber, and that, by the practice of the Board, three only are neceſſary +201 
to conſtitute a quorum, the buſineſs of this office, executed as at 8: 
preſent on the part of the Commiſſioners, might allow time for at- f 
tention to other duties. + 

With theſe fow preliminary obſervations, your Committee pro- | 
cced to the Engliſh branch of this — 
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$ r. 
* 

THE objekte of collection are, firſt, the Land Tax ; ſecondly, 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes. 

The general obſervations and reaſoning which apply to both are 
the ſame. 

The latter are divided under the ſeveral heads of windows ; 
houſes (by the 19 Geo. III.) ; houſes (by the 24 Geo. III. uſually 
called the commutation tax) ; male ſervants (with the additional 
duty by an act of the preſent ſeſſion) ; horſes (with the additional 
duties, by the acts of the preſent and former ſeſſions) ; horſes and 
mules (with the additional duty, by an act of the preſent ſeſſion) ; 
dogs ; four-wheeled carriages (with the additional duty thereon) ; 
two-wheeled carriages, and the ſeveral duties of ten per cent. from 


time to time impoſed on ſome or other of theſe taxes, and now : 


conſolidated and extended to all. All theſe articles, under the 
common head of aſſeſſed taxes, are charged, in the firft inſtance, 
by the parties themſclves, who are ſeverally to pay them, on the 
call of the parochial aſſeſſors, and are checked afterwards by the 
ſurveyors, who have the power of ſurcharge ; and queſtions arifing 
upon appeal againſt either are heard and decided by the Commiſ. 
fioners of land - tax, ſubje& in the laſt reſort to a reference to the 
Judges, whenever the party charged with the duty, or the ſurveyor, 
ſhall expreſs himſelf diſſatisfied with ſuch deciſion, and ſhall re- 
quire a ſpecial caſe to be ſtated for that purpoſe. 'The appointment 
of the aſſeſſors, as well as of the collectors, is in the Commiſſioners 
of Land-tax ; and that bf the Surveyors and Reccivers-general in 
the Lords of the Treaſury. The taxes thus aſſeſſed paſs from the 


Collectors to the Receiver-general, and are by them, at ſtated pe- 


riods, paid into the Exchequer, agreeably to an arrangement made 
by the Beard of Taxes in the year 1783, the amount of the com- 
mutation tax being paid over, in the firſt inſtance, to the cuſtoms, 
and afterwards being divided, in certain proportions, between that 
department and the exciſe, purſuant to the proviſions of the act of 
the 24 Geo. III. c. 38. This arrangement took its rife from the 
circumſtances attending the original impoſition of the tax itſelf ; but 
as it was calculated upon the ſame principles with the window tax, 
and is now, in common with the aſſeſſed taxes, ſtrictly ſo called, 
made ſubje& to the two charges of ten per cent, (now conſolidated) 
there appears to your Committee no ſound reaſan for keeping up 4 
diftinQtion, which creates unneceſſary trouble to the officers of the 
-—Tevenue : and when, in addition to theſe conſiderations, it is recol- 
lected that the only reaſon for introducing this diſtinction originally 
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(viz. the neceſſity of giving to the public creditor a ſeparate ſecurity 
out of the new duties for thoſe on tea which had been repealed) has 
ceaſed, from the moment when the conſolidation act of the 
27 Geo. III. took place, your Committee conceive, that it will 
hardly admit of a doubt, whether this duty may not in future, with 
more propriety, be retained among the aſſeſſed taxes, than paid over, 
in the manner now practiſed, to the cuſtoms and exciſe. | 
It is a ſatisfaction, however, to your Committee, here to obſerve, 
that as, both in the original aſcertaining of theſe taxes, the eaſe and 
convenience of the ſubject is conſulted as much as is praQicable, 
conſiſtently with the public ſervice, ſo the collection of this part of 
the revenue is conducted, upon the whole, at a rate conſiderably 
cheaper than any other. This will appear from a particular and 
elaborate ſtatement, in the form of tables, made by a very intelligent 
and experienced officer of the public revenue, as well as from other 
papers referred to in the Appendix to the Report, and this, notwith- 
ſtanding it has been thought neceſſary of late years, in conſequence 
of the increaſed collection in this department, to enlarge the eſta- 
bliſhment, and to add to the number of officers in ſome inſtances, 
and to the ſalaries received in others, In this eſtimate of charges 


of management your Committee underſtand to be included, not 


only the ſeveral rates of poundage to the collectors, Ito the clerks 
acting under the Commiſſioners of Land- tax, and to the Receivers- 
general, but alſo the expences of the eſtabliſnment upon its preſent 
extended plan, the quarterly bills under the denomination of inci- 
dents, and, in ſhort, every ſpecies of charge which can be fairly 
brought to account, and applied to this part of the revenue, 

The comparatively cheap rate at which this part of the public 
revenue is managed, may be aſcribed to the circumſtance of its 
being ſubject to none of thoſe intricacies and croſs payments in the 
nature of drawbacks, allowances, or bounties, which take place in 
ſome of the other branches of the revenue; to its paſſing through fo 
few hands in its way to the Exchequer ; to the nature of the objects 
taxed ; and to the large ſhare which the Commiſſioners of Land- 
tax take, gratuitouſly, in the local adminiſtration of the laws by 
whichſtheſe taxes are impoſed. . 

It is no leſs ſatisfactory to your Committee to remark, that, not- 
withſtanding the very large increaſe in the receipt of the aſſeſſed 
taxes of late years, the balances in the hands of the Recęivers- 
general have been conſiderably leſs than heretofore. This may be 
attributed, in part, to the ſalutary regulation of obliging the Re- 
ceivers- general to tranſmit, upon oath, quarterly, the account of 
balances remaining in their hands ; and in confidering this part of 
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the ſubject, it ought not to eſcape notice, that on a compariſon of 
the arrears which had accrued in the hands of defaulting Receivers- 
general, within twenty years preceding the year 1777, with thoſe 
which have accrued during a period of the like extent to the year 
1797, it will appear that the amount of the ſums returned againſt 
ſuch defaulters is leſs by one-half in this latter period than in the 
former. This may fairly be conſidered as the effect of the ſame 
regulation. The balances which had accrued in the one inſtance, 
amounted to the ſum of 113,1611. 7s. 25d., and in the other to 
no more than 52,4891. 18s. od. It appear farther, that, in 
reduction of the former ſtatement of balances, the ſum of 57,0221. 
I 45. 45d. had been paid to the 5th of July 1797, and conſe- 
quently that, at fo late a period as the preſent, there ſtill remains 
the ſum of 56,1581. 125. Lod. ; of the recovery of which, at this 
diſtance of time, very faint hopes can be entertained. . 


It alſo appears, that of the ſum of 52,4891. 18s. od. which 


had accrued as the amount of balances in the hands of de- 
faulting Receivers-general within this latter period, the account 
ſtands thus : 
Received by compoſition with the defaulters . hots: 5 © 
By various payments on account, and not by 
compoſition _ — 35607 9 3 
Buy ſums wholly loſt to the public, on com- | 
poſition with the defaulters, beſides intereſt, 12,908 7 © 
By ſums outſtanding on the 1ft January 1797, 
for the recovery of which legal procecdings 
had been inſtituted, or other ſteps had been 
taken, and of which ſanguine hopes are 
entertained —— — — 29,184 16 84 


7.5 2,489 18 04 


— 


Your Committee have conceived it to be their duty to draw the 
attention of Parliament to this comparative ſtatement of arrears 


and defaulters in England and Wales, no leſs with the view of 
ſhewing that, notwithſtanding the complicated ſyſtem of our finances, 
as it is ſuppoſed, and the large additions which have been made of 
late years to the public burdens, and conſequently to the receipts of 
money in the hands of revenue officers of various deſcriptions (both 
creating a greater degree of jealouſy in the public mind, and of re- 
ſponſibility in thoſe to whom the details and management of theſe 
parts of the public ſervice are confided) the accumulation of arrears 
in the hands of theſe officers has been conſiderably leſs of late years 


* 
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than formerly, within a ſimilar period of time, notwithſtanding 
the increaſed receipt: the proſpect of recovering what ſtill re- 


mains in arrear is alſo more favourable, and conſequently the 


riſque of eventual Joſs to the public, is diminiſhed in the ſame 
proportion. 
On the ſubje& of balances now allowed to remain in the hands 


of the Receivers-general, your Committee obſerve, that there has 
been of late a limitation preſcribed, founded in good ſenſe, and 


which, if ſtrictly adhered to, cannot fail to produce beneficial con- 
ſequences. But upon a principle of general reaſoning, your Com- 
mittee can never loſe fight of thoſe unanſwerable arguments in the 
Reports of the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, with a view to 


the keeping thoſe balances even lower, if poſſible, than their preſent _ 


permitted amount. At a time when the public ſervice has called 
for ſupplies greater than at any former period of our hiſtory, the 
Government has a right, and it is their duty, to avail themſelves, 
without delay, of every farthing which is taken out of the purſe of 
the ſubjeR, liable to ſuch deductions only as are neceſſarily incurred 
in bringing forward the ſums ſo raiſed, and lodging them in the 
public Exchequer ; and if by the extenſion of the militia eſtabliſn- 
ment the actual charge incurred in cloathing the ſupplementary 
men under the act of the preſent ſeſſion, the neceſſity of holding more 


frequent, general, and ſub- diviſion meetings of deputy lieutenants, 


and the eventual expence to be incurred in cafe the ſupplementary 
militia ſhould be ordered out into aQual ſervice ; and if, by the 
regulations of a ſimilar nature under the act for raiſing a proviſional 
cavalry, the demands on the Receivers-generals of the ſeveral 
counties have been, or are likely to be, greater than heretofore, 
your Committee are of opinion, that ſuch increaſed demands, in- 
aſmuch as they may have tended to diminiſh, from time to time, 
the balances which might otherwiſe have reſted in the hands of 
ſuch receivers, have been more than compenſated by the advantage 


which they have derived for ſome years antecedent to any ſuch new 


demands, and which they till continue to derive (with a proſpect 


of till farther increaſe) from the poundage on the various new | 
taxes which have fallen within their receipt, their trouble, as your 


Committee conceive, not having augmented any thing like in the 
ſame proportion. And conſidering the increafing facility with 
which the commercial intercourſe of the country, internally, has 
been carried on of late years, the plea of difficulty in procuring bills 
tor remittance :(if it ever exiſted at all in any great degree, and if 
the ſame had not been ſufficiently obviated by the evidence adduced 
before the Commiſſioners of Public Accounts, on the part of the 
. R 2 | 
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principal officers of exciſe, as ſtated in the reports above referred 
to) is now the leſs deſerving notice, and therefore by no means 
to be admitted as a reaſon for delay in tranſmitting the collections 
to the public exchequer. Your Committee conceive alſo, that 
| this reaſoning will be found to apply with greater force in the 
eaſe of the collectors, to whom the increaſe of income, from the 
increaſed amount of poundage, is abſolutely greater, and ſubject to 
no deduQions whatever. 

Upon the whole, your Committee think it proper to obſerve, 


that againſt every praQtice by which payments can be delayed, 


and temptations to default can be created, it becomes the Ex- 
ecutive Government to exert itſelf with the moſt 6 and un- 
remitting attention. 


Before your Committee quit this part of the ſubjeRt, they think 


it right to advert to the peculiar terms on which Mr. Wilſon con- 


ducts the receipt of aſſeſſed taxes for the city of London and county 
of Middleſex, by which the uſual poundage is ſaved to the public. 
And there is another circumſtance alſo ſtated to your Committee, to 
which it may be proper to attend, namely, that an allowance of 
poundage, under. the title of Conduct money, is made to the re- 
ceivers of certain counties to a larger amount than is paid to the 
others, and this ** on account of their great expences in travelling, 
& and the ſmall amount of their receipts ;”* and a return has been 


made to your Committee from the board of taxes, confirming this” 


ſtatement, and ſpecifying the counties in favour of which this prac- 
tice prevails. It may perhaps be worth inquiring, whether a change 
of circumſtances may not hawwwwendered the ſuperior advantage 
given to theſe counties leſs neceſſary now than in former times. 

In order to obtain a more complete view of the ſubject, your 
Committee were defirous of knowing the amount of balances in 
arrear with the ſeveral collectors; but as upon inquiry they found 
that this would be attended with infinite difficulty, and there is 
reaſon to believe, from the evidence adduced before them, that a very 
large proportion of the colleRors keep no balances in their hands at 
all, your Committee have not thought it neceflary to preſs this part 
of their i inquiry, eſpecially as it appears that there is a power in the 
Commiſſioners of Land tax to compel the collectors to a ready ac- 
count; and that the board of taxes have been by no means negli- 
gent in repreſenting to them, through the Receivers general, the 
ſtate of arrears in ache hands of the collectors, with a view to this 
dun "fx." | | 
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HAVING already adverted to the increaſe of the eſtabliſhment 
of the tax-office, as a conſequence of the greater receipt of taxes, 
your Committee refer to the ſeveral articles of which that increaſe 


conſiſts, as given in an official return made to an order of your Com- 


mittee. The total increaſe in the number of officers upon the eſta- 
bliſhment is twelve, and the total increaſe in the ſalaries, fees, and 
emoluments of the officers in this department, is 4, 806l. 10s. 
The explanations which accompany this return, in moſt cafes point 
out the ground, if not the propriety, of theſe arrangements, in which 
credit is taken for ſome diminution of expence, as a part of the ge- 


neral regulation. 


No holidays are kept in the office for the affairs of taxes ; and 


fince the year 1752, no —_ in that department have been granted 
in reverſion. : 


SCOTLAND. 


THE general reaſoning which your Committee have adopted in 


their obſervations on the conduct of this office, in the Southern part 
of the kingdom, applies without diſtinction to Scotland in all the 


caſes where ſimilar circumſtances prevail: where theſe are different 
ſome latitude may be claimed, and reaſonably allowed, in the way 


of explanation, as long as thoſe principles are ſacredly maintained, 
which cannot be departed from without great and imminent loſs to 


the public revenue. The conſiderations which have chiefly at- 
tracted the notice of your Committee in this part of their inquiry 
are, Iſt. the rate of expence at which theſe taxes are collected in 
Scotland; and 2dly, the balances and arrears of the Receivers- 
general. 

I. With reference to what your Committee have ated, re- 
ſpecting the cheap rate at which the land tax and aſſeſſed taxes in 


the two kingdoms collectively are brought to the public account, 


your Committee think it right to remark, that the rate at which 
the collection is conduRed in Scotland is much higher than in Eng- 
land, as it appears that the charges of management on the groſs pro- 


duce of theſe taxes in England are rather leſs than 3I. 1 28. per 


cent. while the charges of management in Scotland amount to 
61. 138. per cent. and this, notwithſtanding the land- tax in Seot- 
land is not ſubject to any charge of management at all, but is paid 
into the Exchequer, according to its full amount, without any de- 
duction whatever. This diſproportion of charge is more particu- 
larly ſtriking in the article of the duty on windows, by the act of the 


* 


- SIA —— —— —ͤ .. ̃ œ— ] ͤ ö0˙0ͥ-l“Rh;a!; 92é44. 


— 


— — — . 


wn, 


— CANCER 4 
3 8 2 _ 
2 green 
a3 ox, 6 4: 4953) = 
RSS = 
2 8 - 


I N 
1 r 3 
* A & * * 


8 — 2 — ” 


"4 — PO HR 
Re 3% * 
N 


— F i . 
A IE poyar I fr SAI eee 
xr xe SANS; Ne 
- 2 


1 
3 


Dr 


* * — 
—— n n r D * = 7 
Ped LN EGG SDN STIL SF n — 

2 * S ä 2 ok 1 "WIS — ä 


PN ann bb . 
er 2 * E 71 pi Ii 5 Wag 27 
8 >, 2 * oy ** 
<= 5 88 


— —_ — — — rata _ * 
$4.7 AR 4 5 2 R 2 N r 2 
. 9 . - | SY FE 
4 2 n — 5 n 5 r « 1 88 2 " 
r ß e AER YNS FRN 0 — 2 
8 Fay 5 : 
. 


A — 


— — 4 + oo 
W. go — Pd.” 


x 
ws 


F war. os 


— — — 
— — — 


8 


5 
; + * n 

2 a * . 83 
P—ůĩ MOT: r 


1 177 
PRs So e 


” — 


126 PARLIAMENTARY | 


19th Geo. III. the groſs produce of which in England, for the 
year ending the 5th January 1797, amounts to 379,1961, os. 44d. 
and the charges of management are ſtated to be 44,5821. 7s. 844 
which is at the rate of 1 II. 15s. per cent.; and that in Scotland 
the groſs produce of the fame duty, for the ſame year, is 12,9781. 
28. 4d. and the charges of management 3,85 11. gs. 9d. which is 


at the rate nearly of 3ol. per cent. This diſproportion your Com- 


mittee are ſenſible may ariſe in part from the preſent local circum- 
ſtances of Scotland, and from the neceſlity of making larger allow- 
ances on that account to the officers employed in the collection and 
receipt of theſe taxes, upon the ſame principle of the allowance long 
fince made, and ſtill continued, to certain diſtant counties in Eng- 
land. It may reaſonably be hoped, that the improving ſtate of 
Scotland, and the attention of the Executive Government to check 
unneceſſary charges, whenever any ſuch ſhall appear, will tend by 
degrees to do away this diſproportion. 

2. The two chief circumſtances in which the eſtabliſhment for 


the collection and remittance of the Taxes of Scotland, under the 


control of the tax-office, differs from\that in England, are, that the 
collectors are paid by a ſalary, under the regulation of the Commiſ- 


fioners of Supply, for their trouble in collecting the land tax, al- 


though they are paid by a poundage of zd. as in England, on the 
aſſeſſed taxes; and that the Receiver-general has no poundage on 
his remittance of the land tax ; but no circumſtances which have 
come to the knowledge of your Committee have explained, to their 
ſatisfaction, how it has happened, that, without any exception, for 
thirty years paſt, the Recæivers- general in Scotland, upon their death 
or quitting of the office, have conſtantly been in arrear to a very 


large amount, and in two particular inſtances far beyond the ſums 


which the Receiver-general profeſſes to keep in his hands, as neceſ- 
fary, according to his ſtatement, to reimburſe him for the charge of 
exccuting the office, and in lieu of that poundage which in England 


is received on the land tax as well as on the aſſeſſed taxes, but which 


in Scotland is confined to the aſſeſſed taxes alone. This fact is fo 
ſtriking, that your Committee have no ſeruple to ſay, there appears 
to them to be ſome radical defect i in the ſyſtem, which n to be 
corrected. 

Mr. Fordyce filled the office of Receiver- general for Scotland 


from the year j, 66 to the year 1783, when he was removed on 


account ,of th 
that time to the ſum of 90, 4731. 17s. 6d 


arrears outſtanding againſt him, which amounted at 


from the time of his removal to the preſent moment, a debt due 


* 


* 


The whole of this 
arrear (except COOl. paid in on the 5th July\r797) has remained: 
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from him to the public, for which no intereſt whatever has been 
hitherto received, though in the inſtance of another receiver it has 


been recently demanded ; and notwithſtanding that large ſecurities, 
according to the practice of the tax office, were originally taken, 


and that Mr. Fordyce, at the time of his removal, aſſigned the 
whole of the property, of which he was then poſſeſſed, to truſtees 
approved by the Lords of the Treaſury, and that he has ſince made 
over a farther ſecurity to a large amount, which has accrued to him 
in the Eaſt Indies, to anſwer the public demand, yet the final liqui- 
dation of this large debt appears ſtill diſtant. 

On the removal of Mr. Fordyce, Mr. Keith Stewart ſucceeded, 
and, having held the office for twelve years, died in 1795, with 
a balance in his hands, amounting to the ſum of 75,5941. 11s. 
104d. over and above the ſum of 23,8351., which was in charge 
againſt him on another account, as ſtated in the report of the preſent 
Receiver-general of the 16th June 1797. Of the former of theſe 
ſums, it appears, that 34,133l. 10s. 10d. has been diſcharged, 


leaving a balance ſtill due from the executors to the public, on the 


firſt account, of 41,4611. 18. Od. The arrangements which 
have taken place with the view of liquidating this balance will ap- 
pear in the obſervations made by the tax- office, in their return to 
the order of this Committee. 

On the death of Mr. Stewart, and before the pleaſure of the 


Board of Treaſury was known with reſpect to a ſueceſſor, the Barons 
of the Exchequer appointed Meſſrs. Alexander and John Gordon 


Receivers-general ad interim. Theſe gentlemen had been employed 
as the agents of the preceding Receiver-general, and between the 
months of February and September 1795, when the preſent Re- 
ceiver- general ſuccceded to the office, had received the ſum of 


49,01ol.-19s. 5d. of which 19,7741. 18s. 9d. remains ſtill un- 


ſatisfied ; and for the recovery of this ſum it is underſtood that pro- 


ſecutions are going on in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland ; but 


there is reaſon to hope that the whole of this balance will be fatis- 
fied in the courſe of the Month of July 1797, according to an aſ- 
ſurance given by theſe gentlemen, and an order on their bankers for 
that purpoſe, on which the Commiſſioners of taxes think they h ave 
every reaſon to rely. 

Upon this plain ſtatement of facts, your Committee are war- 
ranted in ſaying, that it becomes the Executive Government, by an 
immediate attention to this important ſubject, to provide a radical 
cure for ſo great an evil. For this purpoſe your Committee are of 


opinion, that it will be adviſeable to aſſimilate the collection and re- 
ccipt of theſe taxes in Scotland as much as poſſible to the mode pur- 
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ſued in England; that in this regulation ſhould be included, if the 
ſame is praQicable, the making real eſtates in Scotland ſubject, as in 
England, to the payment of debts due to the Crown ; and that in 
caſes of default, proſecutions againſt the ſecurities, as well as againſt 
the immediate defauljers, ſhould be inſtituted without delay; and 
that, above all, the accumulation of balances in the hands of the 
officer himſelf, or of thoſe acting under him, ſhould be ſtrictly 
guarded againſt. 

W hat your Committee have ated above, deſcribes only a part 
of the evil. The example of the receiver, by retaining balances 
in his hands, produces a fimilar conduct in the colleQor, and arrears 
in every ſtage of the receipt become the unavoidable conſequence, 
or, for want of due exertion, the taxes remain uncollected. Of this 
your Committee have a proof in the report made from the preſent 
Receiver-general, by which it appears, that on the 5th of April laſt 
there was an arrear of aſſeſſed taxes and land tax due from Scot- 
land, amounting under the former head to J. 132,797 1 4 


and under the latter 12 
and making together the ſum of 1. 198.8 56 14 8 


a ſim excecding the annual amount of the aſſeſſed taxes and land 
tax due from Scotland, by more than 50,0001. What proportion 
of this ſum was uncollected, or, being collected, remained in the 
hands of the collectors, does not appear to your Committee; but it 
is ſtated, in explanation of this part of the report, that of this arrear 
the ſum of 50,000]. had paſſed into the hands of the Receiver- ge- 
neral before the time of making the report itſelf, on the 16th of 
June laſt. This payment over, as it is a diſcharge of the collec- 
tors to that amount, increaſes the charge againſt the receiver in the 
ſame proportion, and accordingly this temporary increaſe of the ba- 
lance in the receiver's hands is to be taken into the account in addi- 
tion to the ſum ſtated by Mr. Hamilton, in his report. The prac- 
tice appears to be, to retain a conſtant and permanent balance in the 
hands of the receiver, at the end of each quarter, equal to about 


30,000]., without taking into the account the increaſe, frequently, 


and in Ge inſtances, a large one, which that balance receives, during 
the currency of each quarter, from the continual remittances of the 
cofletors. It muſt be obvious, that the advantages thus derived to 
the recciver cannot have been inconſiderable, and that they muſt 
have increaſed in proportion to the public exigency, and the general 
demand for money. Your Committee conceive, that if the office 


of Receiver. general is put on the footing before ſuggeſted, he would 
| 1 
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be ſufficiently paid for his trouble in the exeeution of it, eſpecially 
when it is conſidered, that the poundage on the aſſeſſed taxes alone, 
as at preſent reccived, amounts to near 7o0l. per annum; and the 
preſent Receiver- general, in like manner as his predeceſſors, holds 
the office of receiver of crown rents and caſualties * When all 
this is fairly conſidered, and that the Engliſh receivers, having their 
balances reſtrained within moderate bounds, do not in general re- 
ceive the advantage of other beneficial places, and that, under theſe 
circumſtances, the inſtances of default have been leſs frequent than 
in Scotland, your Committee conceive that ſufficient reaſons will 
appear for putting the Receivers-general of both countries on the 
ſame footing. In doing this, however, your Committee conceive 
it will be equally neceſſary to provide, by the moſt unremitting at- 
tention on the part of the Treaſury and of the Tax- office, againſt 1 
the evil of balances remaining in the hands of the collectors, and =_ 
for expediting the collection itſelf, keeping a watchful eye over the 1 
receivers, leſt, at the ſame time that they are deriving the additional 
advantage intended for them by poundage on the land- tax, the 
balances ſhould be ſuffered to increaſe beyond the amount to which 
3t may be thought proper to limit them. 


Fuly 19th, 1797. 


| 
| be 
| 
| 


* In the ſecond report made to your Committee by Mr. Hamilton, the 
preſent Receiver-general tor Scotland, your Committee obſerve, that Mr. 
Hamilton ſtates the ſum of 650l. per annum as a ſalary accruing to him 
from the office of Recciver-general ; whereas, from his former report, 
your Committee collect, that this ſalary ariſes from the office of receiver 
of Crown rents and caſualties. And your Committee, referring alſo to 
the ſaid ſecond report of Mr. Hamilton, find the amount of his ſecurities, 
given to the Ten as Receiver-general, is to the extent of 144,500]. 
Ihe ſecurities given by him to the Tax-office in England includes only 
197,500l, 
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NINTH REPORT. 


SALT-OFFICE. 


—_— 
— 


Tur management of the duties upon ſalt was originally under 
the direction of the Board of Excife, and continued fo till the year 
1702, ob f it was formed into a diſtinct eiabliſhment by ſtat. 
1 Ann. ſec. e. 21, and the Crown was enabled to appoint 
particular © WR oners, during pleaſure,” for the cxpreſs pur- 
poſe of tranſatting the buſineſs of that branch of tlie revenue 
with the ſame powers as wer? excrciſcd by the Commiſſioners of 
Exciſe when it was under their direction, 


A $ I. 

The preſent eſabliſu ment of the Salt-office in London conſiſts of 
five commiſſioners, a ſeerctary, an aſſiſtant ſcerętary, a ſolicitor, a 
comptroller, a caſhier, an accountant-general and one elerk, a chief 
accountant and clerk of the ſecurities, two accountants with two 
aſſiſtant clerks, a clerk to the correſpondent and elerk to the aſſiſtant 
ſecretary, a houſekeeper, a ſiorckcepe r, doorkecper, meſſenger, 
porter, and two watchmen. 


There are alſo, for the port of London, a colledibr and aſſiſtant; 


ſearcher, with two ſurveyors, two aſſiſtant ſurveyors, and two boat- 
men; a clerk at Dublin; fixteen officers for Wales; and three 
hundred and fifty- ſeven offiecrs diſtributed throughout the twenty- 
two diſtri into which the collection for England | is divided, beſides 
fifty aſſiſtant ſearchers and boatmen appointed to attend the importa- 
tion and exportation of foreign ſalt at twenty-nine different ports in 
England; making in the whole four hundred and fifty- nine officers 
employed in this department. 


The annual expence of this eſtabliſhment 
confiſts of ſalaries to the officers in Lon- 


don, amounting to — —— L. 5,349 5 8+ 
Incidental charges paid in ditto —— 2,057 6 45 
Taxes re-paid to inferior officers | in ditto [930--.0:; © 
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Salaries to the officers in the country 120 9 74 
Incidental charges to ditto, — _* — 4,673 7 72 
Taxes re-paid to inferior officers in the ee 13 74 


Making the total charge of management LJ. 26,942 12 115 


In order, however, to eſtimate correctly the total charge of this 
eſtabliſhment to the public, it would be neceſſary to deduct from this 
ſum the amount of the taxes and duties charged upon ſuch of the 
officers as do not afterwards reccive a re- payment of them, as in 
ſome of the preceding inſtances. | 

No ſees are allowed to be taken by any of the officers” - This 
other emoluments received by them from penſions, places, or other 
employments under Government, will appear by an account ſub- 
Joined to this report. 

The groſs amount of the duty Gon the 5th of April 1795, to 
the 5th or April 17906, was _ C. 2,202,795 8 104 
which, after deducting the drawbacks, diſcount on prompt pay ment, 
and for waſte ſalt carried coaſtways, bounty on cured fiſh exported 
and charges of management, was reduced to 429,57 bl. os. 22d. 
being the whole net produce paid into the Exchequer; which, it is 
to be obſerved, is not one- fifth part of the grofs amount of the 
duty that comes under the management of the office. The na- 
ture and reaſon of theſe deductions is explaincd in the evidence re- 
ferred to. 


The groſs reecipt of the ſalt duty of Scotland, for the year ending 


5th E 1797, appears to have been 22, 300l. os. 104d., of 
which, after deducting for ſalaries, incidents, buunties, 5 diſ- 
count, the ſum of 8,85 21. I 28. 24d „ there was paid in MAY and, 
upon warrants from the Barons of the Exchequer, 1 2 6941. 1 6s. 85d 
towards payment of the equivalent, and great and privy ſeals; 5 
no remittance whatever, for the ſalt revenue in that year, has been 
made to the Exchequer in England. 

Upon inquiring into the appointment aud duties of the principal 


officers of this p N and the manner in which thoſe duties are 
executed, your Comniittec find, that fix of the principal officers 


are appointed by patent, during plcaſure; four by Treaſury war- 
rant; and the remaining four hundred and forty- nine by the Board 
itelf, uſually upon the recommendations of the Lerds of the 
Treaſury. The duties of the principal officers are deſcribed in the 
annexed account, There are no reverſionary grants of any office 
on this eſtabliſhment. 

They farther find, that the Comal hold two boards re- 
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gularly every week, and an extra board about once in three or four 
weeks: that the Accountant general never attends the office in per- 
ſon, the whole of his buſineſs being performed by his clerks ; and 


that the comptroller and caſhier do not attend regularly, the duty of 


their office being chiefly performed by their deputies and clerks, 

who are paid by their principals. The holidays kept in this office 
are fifty-nine, in the dourſe of each year, which, in the opinion of the 

preſent Commiſſioners would admit of reduction. 0 


§ 2. 

The Nl) alteration which has been made in the eſtabliſhment 
fince 1782, conſiſts in a difference of arrangement among ſome of 
the inferior officers, occaſioning an increaſed charge to the public of 
1001. per annum. 


A : 


3. 

Amongſt the farther meaſures which, in the bpinion of your 
Committee, it may be expedient to adopt for the regulation of this 
office, they beg leave to remark in the firſt place, that if it is 
thought adviſable to continue the eſtabliſhment itſelf, the ſinecure 
part of it . a very material reform. It appears however 
to your Committee, that there is very ſtrong reaſon for recommend- 
ing meaſures which are not limited mercly to a reform of the in- 
terior conſtitution of the office, but ſuch as may tend intirely to 
aboliſh it. 

The expence of the eſtabliſhment in London al#ne, amounts, 
for ſalaries to 5,9491. and for incidents to 1,9931. The buſineſs 
of the office is diſcharged by the holding of a board only twice a 


week, and ſeveral of its chief officers do not execute their duties in 


perſon; and the number of country officers, viz. four hundred and 
twenty-four, is above one-fourth of the number of thoſe upon the 
eſtabliſhment of the exciſe, which yields a net revenue nearly twenty 
times larger in itz amount. 

Under theſe circumſtances, it has occurred to your Committee, 
that it may well deſerve conſideration, whether the ſalt duties 
| ſhould not be placed under the management of the exciſe- office, as 


they were originally in England, or of the Board of Cuſtoms, as they 


now are in Scotland ; or whether it might not be more convenient 
to divide the management of theſe duties between the two Boards, 
than to make a total transfer to either of theſe boards excluſively. 
The inland part would more naturally fall under the exciſe ; and 


the ſuperintendance of the exportation of fiſh, and the importation 


and exportation of foreign ſalt (which already exiſts as a diſitn&t 
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eſtabliſhment) might be transferred to the cuſtoms, Kind your 
Committee are led to K this latter meaſure the more practicable, 


as they obſerve that, amongſt thoſe officers of the cuftoms at the 


out- ports, who hold other employments under Government, more 
than half are at preſent employed as ſalt officers. The reſult of 
this meaſure, in point of economy, would be the ſaving of a conſi- 
derable part of the London <ſtabliſhment, even ſuppoſing that the 
whole of the country eſtabliſhment muſt till ſubſiſt; but it is not 
— that a farther ſaving might ariſe by transferring the duty 
of the. Mntry officers to thoſe employed by the exciſe and cuſtoms, 
allowing at the ſame time an increaſe of income to thoſe officers re- 
ſpeAively in conſideration of their increaſed employment. 

The laws relative to the falt duties lie within a narrow compaſs, 
and they appear to your Committee to have been carefully compiled, 
and conveniently abſtracted and indexed for the uſe of the revenue 
officer. This compilation, however, being publiſhed at the ex- 
pence of the revenue board, and for the uſe of the revenue officer 
only, is not allowed to be (ld ; and the ſame principles of juſtice 
and policy, which in other inſtances have induced your Committee 
to diſapprove of any reſtriction upon the unreſerved publication of 
the revenue laws, in the moſt convenient form, muſt equally apply 
to the preſent. 


July 19th, 1797. 
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TENTH REPORT. 
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 HAWKERS' AND PEDLARS' OFFICE. 


3 


2 Tur buſineſs of this office appears merely to conſiſt in grant: 


ing licences, receiving the duty thereupon, and delivering them out 
to perſons applying for them. 
ſuch perſons within the liberties of London and Weſtminſter, and 
a diſtrict of ten miles round the ſame; and every perſon who applies 
for a licence at the head office is required to obtain a certificate of 
his good behaviour from the clergyman and two houſeholders in the 
pariſh. where he uſually refides. 
the, names of the perſons to whom they may be granted, are alſo 

tranſmitted. The ſurveyors in the country, who are empowered 
to grant the ſame, are directed to demand certificates in the form 
already deſcribed ; but as it is not required that ſuch certificates 
ſhould be 13 to the office in London, they appear to be of 
little uſe; nor & there any certainty of their being required by 
the diſtributing officers in the country. 


1 1. 


1. The office conſiſts of three commiſſioners, a comptroller, a 
caſhier appointed by Treaſury warrant, a ſolicitor, three clerks in 
the office, four ſurveyors, an office-keeper, two extra town ſur- 
veyors, one meſſenger, one ſtorekeeper, one ſtamper of licences, 
and twelve perſons, called riding ſurvevcrs, in the country, whoſe 
duty conſiſts in delivering out licences and receiving the money for 
the ſame, for which they have an allowance of 2d in the pound. 


The official attendance of the commiſſioners is very inconſiderable. 
The holidays kept in the office are fifty- two. 


2. The expence to the public in ſalaries and incidental ex- 
pences, in the year ending 5th of January 1797, was 2, 805. 14s. 
11d. There are no fees received in the office. 

3. The groſs produce of the duty in the ſame year, was 7,88 21. 
9s-, which, after deducting the charge of management, leaves a net 
payment of 5,0761. r4s. 1d. into the Exchequer. 


The head office iſſues them to all 


"Signed licences, with blanks for 
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$ 2. | 
There has been-an increaſe in this eſtabliſhment, ſince 1782, of 
fix officers, at an additional charge to the public of 180l. ; there 


does not exiſt any reverſionary grants upon this eſtabliſhment. 
Seven of the officers hold other employments under Government. 


+ : 


This office does not appear to have any control over the perſons 
following the buſineſs of 2 hawker and pedlar, after they. have ob- 
tained their licences ; and if perſons are charged with purſuing that 
avocation without a licence, on the information of any perſon whom- 
ſoever, the proceedings are carried before a Juſtice of the Peace, 
without any reference to the office, except that half the fine, if any 
be impoſed, is tranſmitted to the Board in London, the other half 
being given by law to the informer. This ſhare of the fine, it is 
conceived, may operate as a ſufficient inducement to the country 
officers of other revenue eſtabliſhments to enforce the laws relative 
to hawkers and pedlars ; and if ſqch country officers were ſpecially 
inſtructed for this purpoſe, it would wholly ſuperſede the neceſſity of 
the preſent eſtabliſhment of riding ſurveyors. It alſo appears to 
your Committee, that the whole of the buſineſs of the preſent office 
might be tranſacted by the commiſſioners of ſtamps, with only the 
addition of one or two clerks; and the licences in the count 
might be deli ered out by the diſtributors of ſtamps, with the ſame 
allowance of poundage as is made to thoſe difiributors in other 
caſes ; and thus the whole expence of this office might be ſaved, 
without any detriment to the public ſervice. 


July 19th, 1797, 
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| HE haekney-coach- .office A both of the nature 5 A re- 

Vepue. office and an office of police; firſt, in granting licences and 
receiving the duties thereupon; and ſecondly, j in regulating the con- 
duct of the hackney- -coachmen and chairmen, and in hearing and 
determining any complaint that may be made. 


Pad 2>Mo aich rent og mat onal 

Ich The office confiſts of five commiſſioners ang a OPEN appointed 

Dy Warrant from the Lords of the "Treaſury, a regiſtrar, ſolicitor, 
+hivſqkeeper,: three meſſengers, two fireet-keepers, a ſurveyor or mea- 
ſurer, &c. at an annual charge, in falaries, of 1,5 151: adding 
| thereto the incidental charges, which, in 1796, were 7411. 198. 


45d. The total expence amounted ia chat Fear to 2,2 561. 
5 . 0 5 eh enen 

fete tit no YEverfionary -o2cttirkithnid in this epa. 
ich Yor Committee have alſo annexed an account of other places 
An endtuments holden under Government by any of the officers i in 
Anis dbpärtmnent. mo 
Ts Cothmifficriers repreſent their duty to be, wia they, or three 
of nz attend one or two Boards in a week to licence and regulate 
Rack geh Cachles and chairs, and alſo to hear and determine com- 
Paths, and” on other occaſional days to examine accounts, and ſet- 
tle other bufi neſs of the offce. They ſtate it to be their practice, 
whetityer' licences are granted, to inquire into the character and 
fituarion of life of the perſons applying for them; and tha | they are 
Frartet Ghly to ſactr as have been cent to be eien as 
coachmen, or to be the keepers of ſtables. Bia da 
k perbn Who Holds the office of receiver and in 10 "attends 
Tay at nge offt on all days except Holida ps, and the e on 
eVety Board” day, When he cbndüéts the roccedings' 8. opt "© Come 
dite Ittade, Jap on other days enters tlie conbicti jos” a 1 ac 4 is quit- 
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$1 10 110996 Delite £ bay: #21461 oem moe 140 
5 9 10 


* 


8287 


gls 8 for wil 2 amountfo bout U Sal. 
per unnum ; and 


it. is tated that he has no other AM “ment fru 
his offiech (ff Gt V casa atiſe/ fcbn ipaymecnts-ay - 
laekney3caach-owhers; and; Arier for warranti.geantcd-by this Com- 
miſſtoners to enforce payment of ron, and oh. en andiam- 
my unpaid. err rin r Hr N ot Þogiido une yd ous 
The angual greſs receipt of this vense appears 40:tbh; far one 
year ændiog the g january, 4:79 ab, 209} <53:070ther feds. ate 
paid in: die offiee, except one killing for te regiſwriag the m]“ 
and place of abode of the maſter of every cart, car, or dray, within 
the bills of mortality, as directed by the 18th Geo. II. whichis diſ- 
tributed' equally between the commiſſioners and tie! kddger Nd re- 
giſtrar of ſuch entries, and, on an average, is about equal to what 


each eommiſſioner pays for taxes, making his ry! a net 2001. 


a year. 


| 8 2. 

There has dern no increaſe or diminution in this office ſinee 
1782, exeept 20l. per annum added to the receiver's ſalary, for the 
extra trouble occaſioned, by the new duty of 1 gl. on each hack- 
ney-coach, by the act of the twenty- fourth year of his preſent 
eur | 5 „ | | 7. „0. 

$ 3. S A 


It has appeared to your Committee to deſerve conſideration, iſ, 
whether this office might not be eaſily conſolidated with that of the 
hawkers and pedlars, if it ſhould be thought proper to cantinue that 
eſtabliſhment, in which caſe it might alſo be, perhaps, ſufficient to 
employ three commiſſioners for managing both ſorts of duties, or, 
2dly, whether ( in caſe the buſineſs of the hawkers' and pedlars -office 
ſhould be transferred to the ſtamp office) the licences might not in 
that caſe be granted without inconvenience by the ſtamp office, eſpe- 
cially as the nuniber granted annually i is not very conſiderable, there 


having been only ninety-one granted in the year 1796. 


'The neceſſity of making bye laws does not appear to have ex- 
iſted for many years paſt, the lateſt bearing date in I 77 1; and if a 
neceflity ſhould arife for making any ſuch in future, it may be eaſily 
made the ſubje& of a ſpecial ſtatute. for the purpoſe... 8 ä 

With regard to the juriſdiction which the preſent commiſſianers 
exerciſe, the powers originally given them have been gradually (3G 
tended by ſucceſſive ſtatutes to the Aldermen of London, the Juſ: - 
tices for Middleſex and Surrey, and afterwards to thoſe of Kent and 
Eſſex. Your Committee have annexed a detailed account of F the 
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adjudirations made by the Commiſſioners in #796; but they alſo 
find upon in iry, that the ſeveral public offices recently 13 
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1 duties are © of two ſorts, namely, de ut clib free 
in the pound, impoſed by ſtat. 7 Geo. I. cap. 27. ſec. 19. ena» 
bling His Majeſty to cauſe ſuch a deduction to be made from pen- 
ſions, and alfo from ſalaries, fees, and wages payable for, or in re- 
ſpeR of offices of profit, granted or derived from the Crown; and 

the duty impoſed by ſtat. 31 Geo. II. cap. 22. of one fhilling in 
the pound upon the yearly value or amount of all falaries, fees, and 
perquiſites, incident unto, or received for or in reſpe& of all offices 
and employments of profit in Great Britain ; and the like upon all 
penſions and other gratuities exceeding che value of tool. per | 
annum, payable out of any revenue belonging to His Majeſty, in 
Great Britain, computing the profits of offices as they were rated 

to the laſt land-tax. f 
The Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their inquiries into this 
branch of the ee proceeded with a view to the balances of 
public money, which might appear to be in the hands of public 
accountants, and adviſed, that the payment of all revenues into 
the Exchequer ſhould be accelerated. The following ſtatements 
will ſnew in what particulars the collection of theſe duties has 
undergone. any alteration ſince the period when thoſe inquiries 
were made. * 


©” 
5 » 
— * 1 


5 I. 

1 Jr hs ſecond report of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, : Þ 
appears, that the receiver of the fix-penny duty had in his hands 
a balance of 6,8811. 7s. 11d. when he returned his accounts upon 
the 8th of December 1780; in which accounts the receipt of 
that year between the 5th of January and 16th of December was 
ſtated to be 45,6461. 4s. 11d. groſs produce, ſubject to a deduc- 
tion of three · pence per pound for his ſalary, which for that year 
amounted to 5711. 18. 6d. and 100l. by a warrant for the inci- 
dental charges * the execution of his office; and of 50. 
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er 
for fees to the auditor of the Impreſts; z and of the farther ſum 
of 331. fergother- ſmallex ſues far quietus.on;his annual aconts. 
The reeei vur of this dus hach then no.Rxted.tinda $ of pan nt into 


the Exchequer, except that in March-or April every year 1 en 6 
the balance then in his hands of his laſt years collection. eo 


e the return made to your: Committee _ the preſet 3 nog q 


„ „ 4-4 


to *£ p73 118. 21 ; and that he raid the nat part of 
that revenue, into the Exchequer by monthly payments, betw n 


the 25th of Januar q and the 14th « of December x 7905 F "and 


that the balance of bis | account, amounting, o 1,53 915 4 Was paid 
* the hequer on che 20 of F fanvary falk; 700 "that « on the 


e of the ; ACCQUNt « on the < ch of f January, there app zeared to be 

ITY Him From the p ke the form of 11. 1 188. 2d. After this 

a rior 40 the gth of "Apr prit.faft, his. receipt was 1 2.41 11. 

bh) 1 5 e 00. Has : beep paid j nito the Exchequer by. 

ee farther fates, that te exccutes his "office" in 

perion ,. th he i allowed. by a Treafury” warrant 100l.. 1 
| # . 8 a clerk, ſtationary, and incidental” q 

587 1 ſides J s_th I Iree-pence ber pound on alt money. oy 

to "he Exc equer \ and that he has no other fee or allowance 

| Ns "nor arc re i} there any other expences incident to the receipt 

Sfp Veer. 7 


E [D 10 


m the | f ame report o of the Commiſtot oners of Ac. 


4171 


bi t "7 eceiver © of. che one ſhilling, duty had a balance of 
f 7 775 his hands on the 20th of OQober | 1780, ; 


3 


20 88 5th of. | April, his accounts were re- 

2 — } 2 iii fRIS VI 19131 

8 | roſs produce was ſtated to be, I 4,7 7341. 

198. ol „out. 150 eh 4 705 be deducted tree. pence per pound 

ſalary, and a fee of. 50l. to the auditor of the impreſts,” The re-, 
ceiver of this Ay made his a every quarter, into the Ex- 
0 ; | paic J. in his balance TY £ 8 year. A 1 TI "I } 115 

| preſent n [ the, c one- hilling, Auty ſtates, bis 
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It appelrs:thetcfore to your Committee, that trie only! effect pro 
duced: by the obfervations-of the Comtniſſibners of Accounts is tis, 
that the Receiver. general of the ſix· penny duty has regularly paid 
the product of 1 his-receipt, by monthly inſtead of irregular-infthÞ- 
ments, intd the Exchequer ; but that the ſyſtem of holding che- 
public moriey, in the hands of the receivers of both forts 0 W 
withitr certain limits of nene continues to exiſt. | 
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our mitt have annexed. lits of the offices, cc. our 160 
1555 each 72 theſe duties i is collected | : 
If t the Colle tion of theſe dutics ht to. be confi” to which 
the. Commiſſioners of Inquiry, ſtrongly object, your Comtmittes 
| think. that it would be proper, in this, as in every, other inſtance of” 
the receipt of public money where it is praQticable, that, i it mould 
either be paid weekly into the Exchequer, or that an 3 7 
fkould be kept by theſe receivers at the Bank of England. 
though the temporary balances of theſe accounts may be C 
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tively ſmall, yet the aggregate of ſuch balances is of ſufficierit m 1 
nitude to deſerve attention; and it is defirable that one {tri a1 4 I 138 
x 11383 

uniform principle of economy and ſecurity ſhould pervade the whole 1 g | 
colledion of the revenue. There are, however, ſome circurpſtances* "301 
4 11 1 

peculiar to each of theſe dutics, which require to be , ely 1 
ticed. The ſix- penny duty is not impoſed” abſolutely, but he” 1 
ſtatute Fa it NN only is ha 34 65 His Maje el ty to = ; 3 


85 3418) 
0 


pendix. There appear to 1 fix different ſets of 11 a - 
able at the 11 of which the total amount, at July 17 7955 
E N nt SM Wap f 

- 12 ntment of the Receiver-general « of the ith i Kip 
alſo ſtands i in ſome. reſpects upon a ground peculiar to ite; for 
his office was eſtabliſhed under the ſtat. 32 Geo. II. C. 33. chiefly 
to avoid the expences of 1 a muftip licity of accounts befyre © 
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the auditors of the impre and as the Fees taken by't the auditors” 

on ſuch accounts babe. bee fince aboliſhed by ſtat. 23 Geo. III.“ 

e, 82. it app 0 .to. your ehe, that the eauſe of the Up-< | 
point ent © feces having ſo far ceaſed, the office irſelf nent 5 
0 be a d hereafter, wichout detriment to he Þ ven fer” 

vice ; ck it that che amount öf the duty dedudted iche be e fie e r | 


17 
3 


wal Tannen 


paid into the Exchequer, in the firſt inſtanee, according to the ori- 


or W L.. HFT MI 


levied upon offices paid by the public, your Committee entirely 
concur in opinion with the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, © That they 
« are very little calculated to anſwer the purpoſe of revenue for 
«« which they were intended ; for in thoſe caſes, where the ſalaries 
« are too high, the obvioas) and fimple mode of deriving an aid 
_ .«« from them to the revenue muſt be by their reduction; but the 
= « common mode of ng them ſerves unneceſſarily to multipl 
1 50 Wdber, of keceipts and payments, by taking back: with oN 
s 4 whos hag Juſt deen given. with the. other,, diminiſhed n to: in its 
=_ \. « progreſs by the charge of collection. In other caſes, wherg 
; * gs are avowedly no more than. ſufficient, ſuch reductions 


upon the public, by creating new claims to conſidera- 
a muſt in Juſtice be fatisfied.” ee acl a — 
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To firſt fruits is at appropriated revetiue: for the augtientution 1 

cf ab litings, nder ak. 2 and 3 Ann. c. 11. And 1 Kd. f. "8 
| es. lee echo n1 - Nog, iy EN oil3 yd trganq ?Þ? 1 
. eοννjjp! falt ASL as n „ boevονα 91h 2E 9 1 
i. pe 'tbithient coniſts” of, che jemembrancer- the 1 
ö 3 the receiver, and two Nn n 1 
The remembrancer and comptroller hold their, offices, Hu grant 8 
i from the crown: and the receiver is appointed by the I. Hey = 
upon the nomination of the Archbiſhops and Biſhops. The-re- "9 
membrancer has no falary, but derives his profits from ancient RR 
fees, Ke. The comptroller, who acts by deputy, has a ſalary of 28 
150l. per annum; and the receiver 1001. for himſelf, and 20l. 38 


oo 
oy 
ng 


for a clerk. 1 
This revenue for 1795 and 1796 amounted in 5 whole to "ih 
9,0451. 148. out of which ſalaries, amounting for the two years 1 
to 1, 440l., were paid; and it is repreſented to your Committee, 
that the reſidue of each year's receipt was annually paid by the re- 1 
ceiver into the Exchequer, at the diſpoſal of their Lordſhips the 1 
Biſhops, and the truſtees under the act, for * purpoſes of Queen 
Anne's bounty. 5 | 


8 2. 

No inereaſę or diminution has taken place, fince 1782, in the 
number or amount of falaries, fees, and emoluments in this office, 
excepting a grant of 1 fol. a year to the receivers, payable, by vir- 
tue of a warrant under the. fign manual, July zoth 1791, over and 
above his ſalary of 1 ool. per annum, and in addition to the ſum of 
I50l. per annum granted to e fame officer in 1782, a as a reward 
for the publication of Liber Regis 5 


Wh Gon: 5 | ve | 
Your Committee obſerving that upon this eſtabliſhment there is 
ane patent finecyre office, viz. that of Comptroller ; are of opinion, 
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as | PARLIAMENTARY 
; that upon a future vacancy, ſuch an office upon ſuch an eſtabliſli- 
ment TE to be aboliſhed. 


FI Bris: han] £1.47 184 


THE 7 produce of the tenths, after the annual payment of 
a ſum of 1 fl. 468, 3d. to the Dean and < St. Paul's, 


uſually amounts to about 97901 
AH a1: G 
The eſtabliſhment for the collection of the tenths, conſiſts of the 
receiver, appointed during His Majeſty's pleaſure, with a fal 
g09l- .per,anaum,'by. patent; beſides bd. fort vary dente as 
.direged by adi of Parliament, amounting to about x2 per anti 
A farther ſum, amounting upon an average to 2051: per anugw;'is 
Allowed for office, clerks, and eee making the total charge 
ae ads F me. 6 50 Nr. wy are. 
was 2. Lier d M En 
47 len 
G inereafe or eee has on 1 9 5 n che nuargher rt 


=, of the Fates Joes, or emiotuments. belonging to this' 2 
nt, "Except that the receiver, who was forerſp permixed o 
ö dite Paares ntfs Bands fot  conljderable time, after he, Had 
2 0 W "Wis dire d, in or about | che year 1788 6 of 
pay his H114he& ints/ the” Eichequer 6n or before che 
THT ” Geiober, jp each year. But ever fince the appoin at 
of eſt? rece] 2 1 December #793, it iti. amount 01 1155 
fine, ich! are ape received berw&h , Ae middle. of April 
Ff de Ja day TK May, has been, paid i into- the Lxeprguer on ar 


Bat che Toth 4 "th of Jus : in each ear, elke ver 9, 
85 er N 100 ee is e th rd - 


| i Your cherte obſerving, tis the expence of collecting TY 
the; les not much exceed one twen . 00 of the annual; it; 
whereas the expences of collecting 15 ir & Fruits, beſides, he 
Fees of officers, amount. oearly..to.one fixth, of the whole. receipt. wr” 
pf<piyion, "that dont bounty, directed, 60 10 important, ap x 166 
Ho nn of,,4qial! vines, might. be more economically 
AR the eſtabliſhment. of the office of Alt 
ts; or perh: 5 5 with fill. better eſtect, hy4 unit) in oye. pfiice 


the management of both theſe funds, which are of a ſimilar nature, 
and are appropriated to the ſan oben ꝛt the diſpolalof the me 
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Ta n * mah e under which the d 
diture of the public revenue is adminiſtered, are numerous ' and 
various. But your Committee have profeſſed to begin theit in- 
quiries with ſuch only as have been previouſly examined or tforfeed 
by the Commiſſioners of accounts, or of inquiry. And of this de- 
ſcription, the duration of their powers as a Committee has only 
enabled them to report upon the following: — f. The Bank of 
England, and South-Sea Company, ſo far as they have the manage- 
ment of the public debt; 2. The Treaſury ; 3. The offices 
the three Secretaries of State; 4. The Admiralty, Nav Lv) 58. 
Navy Pay Office, and Marine Pay Office; 5. The 18 rt 
Board; 6. The War Office, the Pay Office, and the Offer of 
Comptroller of Army Accounts; 7. The Barrack Office ; 3. 8. The 
Ordnante: — In this liſt they have ineluded the departments for 
batracks and tranſports, as habing recently branched off from forn 
of the others which have tome under their confideration But 
time has been —_— to enable them to extend their in 9 5 to 
the dock-yards the office of fick and wounded feamen—the Vie- 
A tualling — and victualling departmehts eſtäblithedd in 
Ok foreign and diſtant parts; — Or to enter upon the examination of 
w_ many other public departments, nat reported upon hy the) Commiſ- 
the ſioners of Accounts, or of Inquiry; 1 namely he. Privy Council 
ft; Office—the Stationary office —tbe Mint — the Croun Lands, 

Woods, and Foreſts— Chelſea and Greenwich Hoſpitals— the 
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246 | PARLIAMENTARY 


The Bank bf England and the South-Sea Company conduct the 
whole of this buſineſs.” Their functions, and courſe of proceeding 
in ex&cittifig this duty, underwent the examination of the Com- 
miſſioniers of Accounts in 1783. And your Committee have, in 
their accuſtomed manner, proceeded to inquite; 1. How far the re- 
gulations propoſed by the Commiſſioners hive been ſince adopted; 


2dly. Whether any increaſe or diminution has taken place fince the 


year 1782, in either of theſe branches of expenditure; Z3dly. 


What farther meaſures can be adopted for reducing this part of the 


n without detriment to the warn ſervice. ft 
8 ot 10 ib 
idw 2333s | | if El 39.301 my 
"THE Commiſſioners of accounts propoſed en oa upon 
this ſubject, all of which have fince been carried i into ex with 


great᷑ benefit to the public. 


They recommended, in the firſt place, that the accounts 66 'the 


cathiers of the Bank and South-Sea Company ſhould no longer be 


exatnitied in the office of the auditors of the impreſt, conceiving it 
0 be 4 needleſs expence. And this regulation has heen ſubſtan- 
tially adopted; the office of the auditors of the-impreſt having boen 
net aböliſhed, and no fees being paid to the Commiſſioners for 
auditing «the: public accounts, who now . diſcharge the ſame duty. 
The fees pald to the auditors of the impreſt in 1781, for paſſing 


the Bank account only, amounted to 19, 68 21. 3s. 8d.; and in 


1784, to 26, 360ʃ. 28. IId. ; an article of charge whe 'unleſs 
it Rad bern reformed, would at N time baue amounted) « to the 
double of that ſum. 9251 
* e Oomttfffiöhets of 1 alſo 1 „that the 
cafhicer of cachi company ſhould tranſmit annually to the. Treaſury, 


an acedunt of the receipts and payments of all annuitics under their 


management, and of the balance of unclaimed ſtock. and dividends. 
Atid*this meaſure has been alſo carried into execution, > with great 
practical advaftage to the public. Thee tate of theſe balances was 
repreſented to the Treaſury in 1786, by the Commiſſioners: for 
auditing the Public accounts: and a loan of half a million Rerling, 
without Intereſt, was advanced to the public out eee 


ſtock and dividends appearing upon theſe annual aceounts -/': 


"'The' Cominiffroners/of accounts farther [ recommended — 
tion. of ſore effectual-plan for the reduction of the national debt 


Y itſelf ;..and, 7 aſures have been taken acford) n ly towards 
1 WOT vl if 


impotent purpoſe : 4 wt] 
7 the Bat plea faking fund.of one mila, p at. the 
Exchequer qugrterly in every year, was created'in the year 1786; 
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to which certain annuities were directed to be added, upon the ex- 
piration of the terms for which they were reſpectively granted, and 
the whole was veſted in Commiſſioners for reduction of the na- 


tional debt: - theſe ſums were afterwards directed to be paid gut of 


the conſolidated fund, and ſuch annuities for lives, as ſhould. re- 
main 'unclaimed-for three years, were added to the ſame finking 
fund, which was nevertheleſs to operate no longer as a ſinking fynd, 

at compound. intereſt, whenever the monies annually placed to the 
account of the Commiſſioners, including the original million, ſhould 
amount to the ſum of four millions. From this period, the annual 
ſum of four millions was ſtill to be applied to the ſame purpoſe ; ; but 
the intereſt of the debt purchaſed thereby, and the annuities which 
might afterwards n. were to remain at the. fliſpoigos; prays 
liament. 


7 pil 7 


In the year 1792, a farther croviien.ch was made by. law, that 
when the intereſt of any redeemable ſtock is reduced, or the capital 
paid off by money raiſed at a lower intereſt, a ſum, equal to the in- 
tereſt ſo ſaved, ſhould be iſſued quarterly from the conſolidated 


fund, and placed to the account of the Commiſſioners,; the opera- 

tion of this fund at compound intereſt is to ceaſe, | whenever the 
monies annually paid to the Commiſſioners on this acegunt, as well 
as on thoſe above ſtated, ſhall amount to three 1 excluſive 
of the original million, or of any additions which arliament may 
direct to be made thereto, or of any ſinking fund which may be 
ereated in conſequence of new loans. From this period the annual 
ſum of four millions, ſo conſtituted, is alſo ta be applied as before 
directed. By the ſame law it was alſo enacted, © for, the more effec- 


% tually preventing the inconvenient and dangerous accumulation 


< of debt hereafter, in conſequence of any farther, loans, That an 
annual ſum, equal to one hundredth part of the capital dock created 
by ſuch loans, ſhould be paid to the Bank, and placed-to.the.accqunt 

of the Commiſhoners for the reduction of the national debt, without 


any limits to its Mo ſhort of en the. whole of. the 
hi debt *. 


59114 Pal; 


> 4a a< 


ment rom additionally; 4 in every year ſince. I 792, 5 — 2 
the ſum of 200, 000). ; purſuing the; principle. laid. down an times 
of peace even e a period of war, notwithſtanding che peceſ- 
NN 2 als D103 b l 1:53 — nellen 


wo A Kttar plan has beep Jos nce 11 22 Jupak une full cOtiüderation, by t che 
epor 


United States of America. Ager tlie f:the Secret AH rea- 
ſury of the United States of America ——— —— all Con- 
reis, 3d March 1993. [2 2&8 'V W129 i Vim n va, 5 fr 
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ſary increaſe a publie burden ; and the practical effect which has 
from theſe various meaſures, . has been wer d by 
your Ciimmmitte at the: cloſe of their firſt report. 

In order; however, that the public may have a Shi 80 view of 
the ſtatt of the national debt, and alſo of its progreſſive reduction, 
Patliament Has farther provided that an account-of each ſhall be 
laid befor both Houſes annually. It has directed, that there ſhall 
be preſented, within fourteen days after the commencement of every 
ſeſſton, zn gecount of all additions which ſhall have been made to 
the annual charge of the public debt, by the intereſt or annuities for 
or on account of any loan made after the paſſing of that ſtatute, and 
within ten years next preceding the date of ſuch account, together 
With an aceount of the produce, within the year next preceding, of 
any duties which ſhall have been impoſed, or of any additions which 
ſhall have hren made to the revenue for the purpoſe of defraying the 
inareaſed charge occaſioned” by every ſuch loan reſpectively; and for 
the purpoſe of ſhewing the progreſſive reduction of the public: debt, 
an account mutt alſo be preſented on the 1 5th. of February in every 
year, ox if Parliament be not then fitting, within fourteen days after 
the eommeneement of the then next ſeſſion, ſtating the ſums applied 
by the Bank td the purchafe of ſtoek for the Commiſſioners, and the 

amount of the ſtock thereby purchaſed, and of the intereſt thereon ; 
and flating alſo the amount of annuities which have expited within 
the year; and farther ſhewing the time of ſuch purchaſes, and of 
the prices paid, and of the whole expence wrending: the execution of 
the powers veſted in the Commiſſioners. 

Such were the ſeveral meaſutes rocommedded upon this fabjedt 
by the Commiſſioness of Accounts, and ſuch is the made 1 in which 
thoſe meaſures bave die nm, 163 10 


N 


5 98147 « | $ 2. 


TEE increaſe ar ation; which. has 1 place in this 


branch of expenditure ſinee the year 178 2, requires to be ſtated 


under diſtin heads, ſo far as it _ the — concerns a. 


theſg two companies. 
: _ I: 


BANK. OF: ENGLAND. ./ . J nig 


In the yer © 1783, the Bank of England 1 received for managing 
the public debt, after the rate of 5521. 10s. per million, 
$82,252 48. 4d. PT os wy 

die year 4786, when this duch amoynteg fe to. I 145,699 l. 6s. 
614 2 queſtion aſe, upon. the rate of this allowance ; ; Nin con- 


of 
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ſequence, of a, report Made by the Commiſſioners for auditing the 
public aceountsr an agreement was made with the Bank, for reducing: 
the allowance from 5621. x08. per million, to 45ol. per million on 


all the annuities, except the one million 31. per cent, anno 1746, 
and a part of the conſolidated. 31. per cent. annuities, on which it 
was increaſed from..360l. to 4501. per million. The annual 
ſaving made by that tranſaction upon the amount of the publie debt, 
as it then ſteood, was, 24,8 531. 48. 82d. : and the total ſaving 
which the public has made by this meaſure, between th January 
1780 and th July 1795, (being the laſt period to which this a 
count has been made up and n amounts to no leſs than” 
23Þ454b „% nie 
"The. allowance to the Bank, _ the e ö 
debt, for the year 1786, when thus reduced, 8 
amounted to the ſum of — C. 100, 845 2 
beſides, for Houſe expences, the farther ſum of 4, o0 0 
and for the management of four millions pur- . Aft. 
chaſed from the South-Sea Company, che fin 1016998 g. 
| - farther ſumo a — * | 3 3 8 
| CES | 5 


Total 1 106,744.) 3 1 
In the year 1 796, the diibarſements of the = public 6 to the Bank 
of England, were coripoſed of various articles: ITE! 


. For the management of the public ae | bas, itq 290710 5 
alone, at 45 ol. per million, (computing 
the annuities for years, whether long aer 
ſhort, at 25 years purchaſe,” in order to 
ſtate a ſuppoſed capital, upon which tbe 216, 
charges for their eee are to be | 
eſtimated) - - £ 137,189 43 1 

"I —2, Add to this, the Canthey ſum. iſſued ann 

d nually from the Exchequer, and ſtated || „A digg 

. by the Bank to be towards the ex, i Hailat © 

0 88 pences of the Houſe” - 4,00 O O 

23. For the management of four millions ca- 


( 


=. pal, purchaſed by the Bank from the | 
54th Sout Sea Company A” 4 
5 e ſervices i in the year 17963 den Fon . 


viz. I | FIN 
0 LEH r F 8 
m An n allowance * receiving contributes 


8. 20 WE 3377 


a 0a © the a 0 eighteen. millions, at, aL ack 
- A0 Might 8 72 54 | Lai ft $0; 
; | 90 5l. f. 5. Tod. per million 14,502 16 2 


Pons 
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— And upon à loan of ſeven millions and a A 
® Y half, af the like rate jw 6,003 15 2 ſu 
— a for the lottery _ - > BOATS, 1 0 0 A 
the total iſſue, from the Babe 1 
the Bank of England, in the year 1796, for 
| - managing the public debt and receiving con- 
”  Hibutions © Wolis 9 ich i 164,594 * +. 
| ee ſal 
a va which will ue be much h increaſed 3 the operations of for 
Ms preſent year. all 
Your Committee have received from the Bank a return, as to the the 
number of clerks added to their eſtabliſhment ſince 1786; by the 
which it appears, that they have been increaſed from 243 to 313 on] 
but the ſame return ſhews, that it is not poſſible to aſcertain how <1 
many of this number have been added for the management of the the 
public funds; as the return itſelf ſtates, that - ſome of thefe clerks pla 
ic have occupations not immediately connected with the funds.“ 
Vour Committee have alſo received a return of the holidays obſerved ace 
at che Bank, with the reaſons for keeping the Bank ſhut at ſtated tha 
periods of the year. Both of theſe returns ay have annexed to ties 
this report. 35 | ; che 
$03 ani | ; nia 
8  SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. put 
7 IN the your 178 36"the Choke Sep Company abate ths; ma- pan 
naging their ſhare of the public debt, an allowance which, being dur 
compounded of ſums granted by different aQs, 
and computed at different rates, cannot be eſti- 
mated at any one given rate, viz. = L. 1,02 3 2 \ 
And for management on the then remaining ca- can 
12capital of 1,919, 60 0l. 31. per cent. annui- of | 
tits 17 51, being .at the rate of 5 6 21. 1088. tion 
per million - - - r, 89 1 p 6 of ! 
. I $1 11 18 8 
1 
as reduction took Place | in 17 786 wich regard w hs ra rat of 4 
1 OWancé. 2 3 my. 3 ie your 
7 a 1796, the South-Sea Company RIS. i; i bo a 
for charges of management on the old capital, 1 LR 


conſiſting 15 South Sea Stock, Old South. Sen 1513 10 51 cour! 
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Annuities, a and New South. Sea ame. the 0% bK 

ſum of: 4 * * * 8 . 34 3 2 
And on e capital af 31. per eant<i1 1 A, - 
annuities 1751 - - 802 14 4 10% 
Making-ig the whole ww. T4824 18. 0 


Upon this latter 3 there are ** Ne fu way 500 
falary to the caſhier, for his trouble in paſſing the accounts, and 
for ſundry fees paid at the proper offices; an account of which 
allowances is made up triennially. For the three years ending 
the 5th of January 1781, it amounts to 9841. gs. 4d.; but for 
the three years ending the 5th of January 1796, it amounted 
only to 360l. 188. 

FT bis reduction was occaſioned by the abolition of the office of 
the auditors of the impreſt, and the regulations which have taken 
place reſpeQing the fees in the Exchequer. 4 

An alteration has alſo taken place in the manner of pb the 
accounts of the chief caſhier of the South-Sea Company, namely, 
that his account of receipts and payments reſpeQing theſe annui- 
ties is atteſted annually before one of the Barons of the Ex- 
chequer ; but the account of fees and diſburſements is only trien- 
nially tranſmitted by the "ner, to the office for auditing the 
public accounts. 

Your Committee 1 Ag 1 1 the South-Sea Com- 


pany, a return of the holidays, and ſtated the periods of the year 


during which _ * are ſhut, wth wana reaſons" for this — 
0 CIDAYAQE 07 
AY 7 117111 D231qt702 Dis 
WITH "a view to the conſideration of what fir meaſures 
can be adopted, to reduet the public expenditure upon this head 
of ſervice, your Committee have directed their principal atten- 
tion to the ſums arinbally iſſued from the . to the- Bank. 
of England: *I 1 


3 


OY. | BANK OF ENGLAND. 


1. WITHOUT. dyclling upon the rate of allowance for re- 
ceiving contributions to loans, or for the payments upon lotteries, 


your Committee have looked chiefly to the rate of compenfation 


allowed for the management of the public debt, as being the largeſt 


in its total amourt,; and the moſt permanent in its nature. In the 
courſe of their inquity, they have endeavoured to trace the principle. 
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; which theſe allowances have been ſucceſſively granted, und the 
Hipulations "by which the public is at preſent bound; aſter which, it 
will be for the wiſdom of Parliament, upon a full conſideration of 
the ſervices performed, and the compenſations giden, to Gem yon 
the expediency of any farther reduction. . 

The allowance for management of the pudlie debt appears to 
hays varied conſiderably, at different periods of tim: 


bay: ic | of ge 

s 2827 115.4 1514, it was at the rate of 490 10 25 

4297. and on one fum 1,183 8 41 
In-the eas 1726 — 360 o © per million 
pars <> 1731 — „„ > eo 

| 1742 — 562 10 © 


And in 1786, as your Committee have already ſtated, it was re- 
duced to 450 per million. In fixing upon tlieſe rates, it appears 
that the rate of 3601. per million was choſen, in 17 26, upon the 
_ expreſs ground of its being a reaſonable compenſation far the 


charges of management. In the inſtances of 1714 and 1742, the 


ſtatute gives the compenſation, not upon any ſuch profeſſed xeafon, 
but in the form of a fixed ſalary to the caſhier and accountant of the 
Bank for their perſonal ſervice... And when the commiſſioners for 
auditing the public accounts inveſtigated this matter in 1786, they 
were, upon full deliberation, of opinion, that 3601. per million; even 
acgotding.to the then amount of the public debt, was à very ſuf- 
ficient compenſation. : The arrangement, however; was made, in 
1786, at the rate of 450l. per million; and this ſtipulation was 
afterwards confirmed in the year 1791, by a ſtatute, eſtabliſhing 
not only the rate of management at 4501. per million, but alſo the 
pragice;of eſtimating annuities for terms at twenty-five years pur- 
chaſe, upon tbe; footing of the debt as it then ſtood. Since the year 


£79 tbe caſe is different, and no ſuch ſtipulations exiſt ;- all the 


ſubſequent loan acts, and thoſe for funding Exchequer, Navy, and 
ViRualling Bills, have left the contract open, uniformly reſerving 
a power to the Treaſury to make any ſuch OR A NEE as nn 
be juſt and reaſonable. 

In comparing the extent of the ſervices performed; and this com- 
penſation given, it will certainly be proper ts advert to the growing 
ampuntiaf the public debt: but at the ſame time it tuft al ways be 
kept in view, that upon an cftabliſhment already formed, there is no 
reaſon ſor ſuppoſing that the actual diſburſemenis will * always in- 
creaſe.in exact proportion with the ĩnereaſed amoumt of the transfer- 


able 1 and ĩt muſt be alſo remembered, that the commiſſioners 
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for auditing the public accounts have Rated it as their © _ that 
the Siſineſs"Mipht be tranſacted at the Exchec dauer- ze it d ras ire 
merly, b deen by d parate office eftabliſhed for the' 1 810 Fol, 
ſurn leſs than a of the preſent. charge; chat 115 59010 a 

ar aS the- preſert charges of management, "Ire * 1 


" IT 


receive allowances from the public, at the Tate f Yo; i * 1355 MY 2. ; 
per ion; for tecti ug contributions for "loans ; 1,000 af 
ſometimes more; for eenitribations to the lottery; And that e 
have the benefit of holding the amount of all the monies übel 
tor half-yearly dividends, during ſuch. portion of each half year as 
they may nat happen to be demanded ; beſides having the cuftody 
of.caſh for the navy and army ſervices, in conſequence of the ſeverdl 
laws made for regulating the offices of Tris of * N and 
Paymaſter-general of the forces. 

Your Committee, therefore, upon reviewing theſe. ciroum- 
ſtances in the preſent times, and without queſtioning the propriety 
of the arrangement made in 1786, when the public debt .was ſo 
much inferior in amount, cannot forbear to ſtate” it as 2. queſlign 
ſtill deferving the attention of Parliament, Whether a farther. 3 re- 
duction of cexpence cannot and onght not to be wade, ROD: this 
branch of the public expenditure 7 SES Ong 


; i 44 


1277 
2. 134 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. WE 7 8 


IT. wilt alſo 50 for the wiſdom of Parliament to decide, bene 
any farther reduction can or ought to be made in the rate of al- 


lowance to this company, upon the ſmall portion of the public . 


debt whieh is under its management. The ahnexed return Will 
explain the conſtitut ion of this companys and the a of 
its property. 5 | I? 

The Commiſſioners 55 auditing the outs veevalits} e 
have conſidered the allowance of 5621. 108, per million in this 
caſe to ſtand upon ihe fame footing as chat of the n which das 
been ſince reduced. 1111 ; 6601 1n3Uphdat 

And in the: e of the Select Contains ain thoiipubti 

income and: expenditure in 1786, a fimilar expeRQation ſeems o 
have been held out. e 

It may alſo deſerve eonſideratidn, at et period, whether 
a farther ſaving, might not be. procured. for the public, if the Sduth- 
oy Company could, by the.conſent of the proprietors, be diſſolved; 

as happened in the recent inſtanee of the million bank; in Which 
cafe the management of that part of the publie debt which conſiſts in 
South Sea annuitics, Might. be transferred to the Exchequer, e 
Vor. þ ' { i +6711 X 
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the Bank of England, in the fame manner as Parliament has re- . 
cently transferred to the Bank the management of that part of the MW 
public debt which was r . the management of the 


Eaſt- Ind e 5 45 1 
It 2 o become a Vella of wear HALLS = the public 
intereſt, if the South-Sea Company ſhould prefer the continuance 


of its preſent corporate capacity, whether it may not be enabled, 
under its preſent charter, to leſſen the public burdens, by taking 
under its management any future augmentations of the public debt, 
and tranſacting the neceſſary transfers and payments of dividends, at 
a lower rate of allowance than the Tank: of FN may at- * 
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[| HIS office underwent very material regulation in literate 
1782, with reſpect to the arrangement of the bufineſs, and 
the amount of the ſalaries; and the Commiſſioners of Ihquiry \ con- 


eluded their report in June 1786, by obſerving, that little was then 


wanted for its completion and improvement. All the reports of 
theſe Commiſſioners were referred, by order of His Majeſty in 
Council, in October 1789, to a Committee of Privy Council, and 
the conſideration of the meaſures recommended in this depart- 
ment was referred by that Committee to the Lords of the Trea- 
ſury in January 1792; and in purſuance of a report from that 
Board on the 1 8th of June 1793, certain regulations were eſta- 
bliſhed on the 21ſt of the ſame month, by order of His Majeſty 
in Council, 

It appears by that document, that moſt of the ſuggeſtions of the 
Commiſſioners were directed to be carried into execution, and 
particularly that the receipt of ſuch fees as, fince the regulations of 
1782, had continued to be received by certain inferior officers, for 
their own uſe, was aboliſhed ; the mode of accounting for them im- 
proved; the fee fund charged with the contingent expences as well 
as the ſalaries of the office, the civil liſt being to ſupply the defi- 
ciency, or to receive the ſurplus ; the few ſituations which were 
either ſinecures, or executed by deputy, were directed to be abo- 
liſhed, or rendered efficient, upon the demiſe of the preſent poſ- 
ſeſſors, and the ſalaries of others directed to be reduced upon the 
ſame contingency. 

'The Board of Treaſury objected to the propoſed regulation of 
making one of the ſecretaries permanent, with a reduced ſalary, and 
excluding him from Parliament ; to that for obliging the officers 
of the Treaſury to take an oath of fidelity, and to enter into a 
bond for their true and faithful demeanour in office; and to the 


ſuggeſtion that the fees ſhould not be remitted, except by order of 
the Buard, and that only, in compaſſionate eaſes, " Your Committee 
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berlain, the 


the ſame conſiderations. 


licitor, ande of the amount of the * 
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think it proper to expreſs their concurrenee. in theſe objections, and 
in, the. reaſons upon which they are grounded. 
continuing the allowances for extraordinary [ſervices to Mr, Cham- 


s gifts, not aboliſhed, 


The propriety of 


then (olicitorg is no longer a ſubjeR ior diſcuſſion, that 
gentleman being now removed to another offiee; but your Com- 
mittee approve of the arrangement made upon the appointment of 
his ſucceſſor, and are of opinion, that the increaſe of his ſalary is no 
more than an adequate compenſation for his being prohibited from 
making any charge for extraordinary ſervices, and from engaging! in 
any private buſineſs as a ſolicitor. Of the propriety of reducing the 
number of chief clerks from four to three, your Committee are un- 
able to judge, as it muſt depend upon the ſtate of buſineſs in the 
office, which appears of late to have been confiderably-increafed ; 

but they ſtrongly recommend, in future, an adherence to the plan 
laid down by the Commiſſioners, of ſuperannuating, upon a part of 
their falary, ſuch officers as have, through age or infirmity, be- 
come inefficient. The appointment of four extra meſſengers to 
diſcharge a part of the duty formerly performed by the Exchequer 
meſſengers, i is alſo a meaſure, the propriety of which depends upon 


The eſtabliſhment, as ſettled by the Oeder in Council in Jaw 
17931 exceeded that propoſed by the Commiſſioners as follows : 


Seeretary to continue at 3, oool. per annum, in- J. s. 4. 
ſtead of 2, oocl. as propoſcd - I,000 oO o 

Principal elerk of the revenue, not conſulidated 
with fourth chicf clerk — Ws 09 

Increaſed allowance to ſenior clerk eee 5 
viſion on account of increaſe of buſineſs == "> Zo 
Ditto, . =. - to clerk of minutes 58 "oo 
Aſſiſtant to keeper of papers - we 8 
Additional ſervant to houſekeeper 30 © o 
Supernumerary clerk '- - „ 
Increaſe to principal revenue clerk - rg e 0 
Four extra meſſengers = - 21 8 : 8 0 
IC) 2,268 | . 2 

Deduct tedboäen of allowances i ri e « UDDB alls. 
— Cominiiaters 4 ai Bong i Als 0 0 
Eem 219% hin e 120 bas aff — 
— i 3 „ "Total eee 1 . 2, 1198 1-07 
Bach, c of the Aden arrangement of ; elne of the 1foe- 
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A part of this difference ariſes from reduQions not agreed to, on 
which your Committee have already ſtated the grounds for forming 
an opinion; and a ſmall part only from an increaſe of the eſta- 
bliſhment, or of the eſtabliſhed ſalaries. All other reductions pro- 


poſed by the! Commiſſioners were, as has already been n 
directed to be carried into exeeution. [6 | 13 110 


1 5 Be airy 
The account of this office, given in detail by the Commiſſiohire 


of Inquiry, relates to the year 1784. As the regulations of 1782 
only took place in November 1782, no complete account for that 
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: year could be procured ; and as it appears that no addition was' N 
; made to the eſtabliſhment, except an augmentation of the allow-' ö 
ances of two clerks, to the amount of 2001. per annum, between 1 4 
; that period and the year 1784, your Committee have thought | 1 
proper to take that account, in order to compare it with the prefent "at 
ſtate of the office. The eſtabliſhment of the Treaſury appears ts” , 1 
r have conſiſted, in 1784, of five Lords Commiſſioners,” two Joint "1 
} ſceretaries, four chief clerks, ſix ſenior clerks, fix junior clerks, a nd 
minute clerk, two copying clerks, one principal clerk with fü 1 
e | afliſtants for the revenue department, one receiver of fees, ' one „ 
: keeper of papers, two ſolicitors, one aſſiſtant ſolicitor, one cham- 410 
ber- keeper, four Exchequer meſſengers, one Cuſtom-houſe meſ- il F | 
FX ſenger, one ranger of books and bag-bearer, one houſckeeper, one 9 
houſekeeper to levee rooms, one doorkeeper; beſides which there == 
ax were five extra clerks and three extra meſſengers employed, d three 


elerks ſuperannuated upon part of their beine „„ 


In January 1797, the eftabliſhment. of the PR had 1 
creaſed in point of number, as follows ; 


| *: T: - Ont ( 
3 Clerks for the care of bills of exchange. 4 ot tn 
1 Clerk as deputy-kceper of the papers. bb f 


1 Aſſiſtant to the cluk of the minute. 

1 Extra clerk, | 5 1 4183199 

4 Meſſengers. | S were a7 

And in en of five extra clerks, | Ep, 

5 Additional clerks had been put upon the eſtabliſhment. | j | 
Various additions had alſo; been made to the ſalaries of different 1 
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N officers, which are ſpecified in the annexed paper, together with-the 1 
8 reaſons of ſuch additions, and of the reductions which were made in | 
7 other inſtances. As the great increaſe of buſineſs is ſtated to have 
— been the reaſon of moſt of thoſe additions, your Commitiee called for 

| the T reaſur minute of the | 7th of 1200 1797, by which the 
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the number of papers regiſtered for the conſideration of the Board 
from 4582" fo 1796, both incluſive, in order to judge in ſome 


degree of the validity of that reaſon, both at the date of that wits, | $ 
afid iq the antecedent period. ed DOB e 16 


It will appear from the latter document, that the nucnber of 
papers regiſtered, which had varied before the war from 2283 to 


3-012 per annum, roſe in 1794 to 3, 478, in 1795 to 4.764, C 
and in 1796 to 4,830; a circumſtance from which it may be 
preſumed, that fo great an increaſe of buſineſs may have jufti ified an T 
_ Increaſe of ſalary in proportion to the addition of labour, and f may 
have required ſome addition to. the number of perſons employed i in 
e, 3 
| Nie den 1796. 
The whole expence of be C. 5. 4. 15 © or 0 
"office in the two years $ Rep. Com. Inq. Appendix (C). 8 
855 compared was } 39,139 11 55 40,764 14 8; 0 
From which ſhould be! 
„ d8duRcd ſuch part of | 5 To 
he takes as are paid Rep. Com. Inq. 5 thi 
vy the oſßcers, and Appendix, No. 47. Appendix (C). : | the 
not repard't6 them, as | | W in 
it forms, under ſome 7 2.243 6 8 2,212 0 O 
other deſcription, a ——— 
part of the public re- 9, 
„ | 
| © © 1 45 
Of the groſs ſum above 
fiated, chere was ( Rep. Com. Inq. .. Appendix.) | 
charged —» - - {| 21,837 4. % 7.019 wh 45 i 
On the civil iſt. - - 
On the fee fugd - 13,289 180 18,54% 2 1 A 
On the cuſtoms - 2,200 16 $2 "ors: 0 : 
On New-year's gifts and - 8 
perquiſites 1,701 8 2 „191 3 0 
DU 5 * * bs 
. * 3971 9.11 LE — 754. . 85 8 
ode >d og err nt Ser EE : 
N. B. The a — of the fee fund, in . was only 11,563. 38. a 
5 —I9n om Br; 5, 79 l. 198. 23d. became therefore a Cont) © 
cava lift; the yhols ſum paid'thereby- 24,991; il, naly 
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, The diſtribution of the ac 20 was as. follows: 
— 45 Rep. Com. Ing. Appendix (C). 
nge temen 33,412 16 8 34,268 18 . 
New-year' sgifts and perquiſites 1,70 1! 8 2 1,191 5. 0. 
Salaries and allowances paid 5 6 
out o contingent bil! GOL 0 42 343. 2 V. 
| Coals and candles, included : L 
? in 1784 in the allowance | To „ 
ö to the chamber. Keeper — — 199 4 4 
4 Taxes re- paid to the officers | | 
out of the fee fund and 
: civil liſt in 1 784, out of | 
the fee fund only in 1796 1,355 9 4 308 0 
Other incidents - - 613 10:3, *1,0a4 © aw 
: Stationary © = - 1,355 0-9 1531 18 
1 £- - 39-139 LI 55 40, 764 14 1 
Your Committee think it proper to remark, that the whole, of 
this expence is not to be conſidered as permanent. In purluanes of 
the Order in Council in 1793, and of the minutes of appointment 
ſince that time, the following deduQions ought to be made: 
| © 71 | | . 6. 4, 
= Increaſe to ſenior clerk on account of the war 10 0 
Ditto to clerk of department of cuſtoms on W 1 
To elerks of bills of exchange during war I50 Anwar 
Temporary allowance to Mr. Winter 100 0 © 
Ditto Mr. Royer 200 8 TY _ 
ö Keeper of papers ſalary, to be reduced 300 O 8 
45 Deputy keeper of papers 60 6- Ee: 
Sinecure ſolicitor - — — 200 N do 
1 Bagkeeper, to be reduced” ede 40 
bk Chamberkeeper, ditto |. 4. ,, — 86 0 2010 
Houſckceper, ditto — — 39 ⏑ 1© 
0 (01. C. ad IM 
ap To this ſhould be added the rediftien i in the 
* wn price of ſtationary, which at 40l. per cent. 
on the « Expence i in 1797 would be 939 © © 
. 10 AD J 2 
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The allowances to ſuperannuated clocks and meſſengers, to the 
amount of 7191. 15s. 6d, will alſo fall in; but as they will pro- 
bably be __ by ſimilar allowances, as occaſion may require, no 
notice is; of them amongſt Fa reductions. 

Your Committee are farther opio ion, that Alfindifments re- 
ceived under the name of New year's gifts, which are paid by other 
offices to different perſons in the. I reafury, and are therefore ulti- 
mately a burden upon the public revenue, ought to be diſcontinued, 
but that reaſonable compenſation ſhould be given to all perſons in- 
tereſted in the receipt of the fame, whoſe fituation in the office, or 
the amount of whoſe ſalaries may require it ; and alſo, that if the 
buſineſs of the office ſhould in future experience any material or per- 
manent decreaſe, ſuch additions as have been made to the number 
or {alaries of the officers, in confideration of the increaſe of bufineſs, 
ought to be diſcontinued ; and that care ought to be taken to reduce 
the incidental expences (particularly that of meſſengers' journies, 
Which appears increafed in a very large proportion) within as narrow 
Jimits-as the exigency of the public fervice will admit. 
© Mie total amoum of what the officers on this eſtabliſhment re- 
deived from fituations in other departments, in 1584, is ſtated to 
Have been 7, 439 l. 168. 3d.; to which ſhould have been added 
far the year 1784, 1,89%. 158. 1d. ; being the income of the 
Firſt Lord of the Treaſury as Chancellor of the Exchequer, which 
is not included in the above ſum; making together 9,335. 11s. 
ck Ia the year 1796, the total received” by the ſoveral officers of 
theo Treaſury from their ſituations in other departments, was 
16,0881. 198. 7d.; being an increaſe of 6,75 l. 8s. 3d: the 
greater part of which ariſes from the offices of Warden of the 
Einque Ports; and Clerk of the Houſe of Peers, now reſpectively 
holden by the firſt Commiſſioner, and by one of the Seoretaries. 
But your Committee forbear making any obſervations upon this cir- 
cumſtaree, with reſpe to this particular department, as they intend 
to ſubmit to the Houſe, at the cloſe of their Reports, ſome general 
remarks which have occurred to them, upon the ſubje& of allowing 
the ſume perſon to hold ſeveral offices, a practice which has long 
prevailed in all the * to which their attention has Jn 
directed. 5 
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: SECRETARIES: OF STATE. I 
0 EE 9 
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er in i * $ 1. 14 
5 Is praceeding to inquire into the offices of His Majeſty's Prineipal {50 
es, Secretaries of State, your Committee have thought it their duty to 15 
WW examine, in the firſt place, what regulations had been recommended 1 | 
by the Commiſſioners appointed by 25 Geo. III. c. 19, and what 4 ä 
re- meaſures had been taken in conſequence of their recommendations. 7 
to They find that theſe Commiſſioners fo appointed, did, on the I th 1 
ied WE of April 1786, conclude a report on“ theſe offices ; and that the b # 
he regulations, propoſed: by them for the better conduct 0 _— in 
ich ment thereof were : 1 
IS. . That of the two under Fs 3 of 3 in 1 Ai 1 
of ment, one ſhould: be permanent in the office, the other nominated bo 
vas by the prineipal Secretary of State for the time ogy to ea 1 
the dentially under him. 29,01 1 
the 2. That every officer and; gerks in + theſe. Lenin ſhould:take i "vi 
ely an oath. of Secrecy and fidelity, and give ſecurity, to the amount: of [ 1 ö 
ies. thrice: his annual ſalary, for his faithful 'demeanor. . 14 
eir- 3. That no deputies ſhould be allowed in the menial offiges. 
end 4. That the offices of the two Seeretaries of State and: the paper 
ral office ſhould be brought under one roof, and that there ſhould; be 
ing apartments therein for the conſtant reſidence of one of the clerks, 
ong and of the chamber -keeper; and that the Secretaries of State and 
ern their under ſecretaries ſhould have the means of acceſs thereto-at 
all times, 


5. That all payments, fees, perguiſites, and gratuities ſhould 
form a common fund, in the hands of the chief clerk. of each de- 
partment, out of which all falaries, and every other attendant expence, 

; ſhould be paid quarterly ; that any deficiency ſhould be made good 
» out of the civil liſt, and that the chief clerk ſhould make up his * 
"i account annually, on oath. | 3B! 

Vol. V. T LL | 
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6. That the ſupply of fationary ſhould be regulated and re- 
trenched.. _ 

WK That the meſſengers bills for the home department ſhould be 
examined and comptrolled by the clerk of the cheque, and, upon his 
certificate, paid by the Chamberlain regularly, and lttiout de- 
ductions. 

8. That the clerks ſhould not be agents for miniſters and con- 
ſuls abroad, as by ſuch means the agency and control of ſuch ac- 
counts, from the avocations of the: Sseretary of State, might fre- 
quently center in one perſon. 

9. That no officer on theſe eſtabliſhments ſhould execute any 
buſineſs for the public on commiſſton. 

10. That the clerks in each department ſhould be reduced to 
nine, including the chief clerks, inſtead of eleven in the home and 
ten in the foreign department, and excluſive of an under ſecretary 
and three clerks in the plantation branch of the home de- 
partment. 

11. That one of the two chamber-keepers ſhould be aboliſhed 
in, the home department. That the offices of keeper of ſtate papers, 
collector and tranſmitter of ditto, and ſecretary of the Latin language, 
ſhould be aboliſhed, as ſinecures; continuing, however, the incomes 
to the preſent poſſeſſors during their lives. That the offices of the 
Gazette writer and his deputy ſhould alſo be aboliſhed, and the duty 
be performed by the chief clerk in each department. 

12. That meaſures ſhould be taken for compelling military 
cer to take up their commiſſions, on penalty of double fees aſter 
three months notice, and avoidance of the commiſſion on neglect for 
three months after ſecond notice. 

13. That the principal Secretaries of State, under ſecretaries, 


chief elerks, and chamber-keepers, and all other perſons employed 
in.thoſe offices, ſhould have fixed ſalaries in lieu of every ſpecies of 


emolument, except the perquiſite of franking IPs in Great 
Britain. 


14. That the under ſecretary for the plantation department 
ſhquld have no allowance for attending the Committee of Privy 


Council. 


17 2 That all taxes ſhould be taken off, by law, from al ſalaries, 
and till then, be paid out of the general fund. That the eſtabliſh- | 
ment ſhould be paid by falaries ' proportionate” to the ſeveral 
offices, and adequate to the duties; and that all additional fine- 


cures, penſions, and other emoluments, ſhould be aboliſhed. 


16. That a known and certain proviſion ſhould te allotted w' 


officers relying, noe age or infirmities. 
_ 1 
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17. "That all penſions ted upon retiring from any public | 
office, ſhould be ſuſpended during the re- appoiniment o fuch office, 
or n to one of equal value. 

That the ſalaries of vacant offices ſhould be a ſaving to 
the 1 and not an increaſe of eee to any individual in 
the office. 

19. And laſlly, they propoſed a ſcheme of eſtabliſhment for A 
two offices, according to the principles and ſuggeſtions above ſtated, 
to the payment of which they propoſe to appropriate, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, all the fees and gratuities received in theſe offices, together 
with the profits from the London Gazette, the allowances from the 
Poſt-office revenue, from the Iriſh concordatum fund, and from the 
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Eaſt-India Company; and that the remainder ſhould be made good 

out of the civil lift, in aid of which they propoſed that the balance | 
. of the fund ſhould be carried, if in any year it ſnould exceed the 1 
= expence of the office. > 1 
4 The Report of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry bai been re- 9 
T ferred to the Sceretaries of State, by the Committee of the Lords £ 
e, of the Pri vy Council, the three principal Secretaries of State {the F3 
52 office of Secretary of State for the war department having been i 
5 | created on the 11th July 1794) did, en the 23d of February, 
ty 1795, report their opinion thereon, as may be ſeen at large in the | 

Appendix to this report. 
ry For the purpoſe, however, of bringing the whole of this ſubject 


1 more immediately under the view of the Houſe, your Committee 
think -it convenient to notice ſhortly ſuch of the regulations pro- 
poſed as were approved, and ſuch alſo as were diſapproved by the Se- 
cretarics of State. _ 

1. The Seeretaries of State deemed it inexpedient that any alter: 
ation ſhould be made as to the permanency of one of the under 
ſecretaries of ſtate in each _ as recommended by the Commiſ- : 
ſioners of Inquiry. | 

2. They were of opinion that no oath of ſecrecy or fidelity 
ſhauld be taken by the - ſeveral officers, as being ſuperfluous for 
otiices held during pleaſure, and likely to attach criminality upon 
the maſt, innocent converſations. That any pecuniary ſecurity. was 
wholly unneceſſary; none of the ' clerks, except the dune clerks” 5 
having any concern with the public money. ; 

3. ' They;agreed with the Commiſſioners in the ichprdgriety # g 
allowing ſtipends to be received out of the ſalaries of the menial 
offieers, and permitting their buſineſs to be done by de put. 

9 55 4. They concurred in the propriety of bringing under one roof 
Fr >f the two offices of Secretaries of State and the Paper-office, and in 
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the inconvenience which reſults from the Teparation, and from the 
wantof ſome perſon of that department being contiantly reſident in 
the paper-office. arg 
Ei. e agreed in the propriety of appropriating the fees a 
gratuities taken in the office, towards the diſcharge of the expence 
vf the eſtabliſhments; that all deficiencies ſhould be ſupplied by 
quarterly iſſues from the Treaſury : and that the chief clerk in 
each department, being conſtituted receiver and paymaſter, could 
make out hi account annually on oath. 
6. They ftated, that the patent “ for ſupplying the home and 
ar, departments with ſtationary, wauld expire in 1796, and 
would then be deſirable to adopt a more economical plan. 
7. They ſtated, that the bills of the meſſengers for the home 
Gepartetent are checked by one of the under Secretaries, who beſt 
tan judge of the propriety of the charges, and that they are ulti- 
mately approved by the Secretaries of State. They propoſed that 
they ſhould continue to be ſo checked, and be paid quarterly by the 
chief clerk in each department, out of monies impreſted for the pur- 
Te, or out of the general fund. 
8. They did not admit that any inconvenience is likely to reſult 
to che public, from clerks acting as agents to foreign miniſters or 
conſuls. 
9. But they agreed in the propricty of orokibiting any officer on 
theſe eſtabliſhments, from purchafing articles for Government on 
com mmiffion. | 
2 To!” They thought that the buſineſs of theſe reſpective offices, 
' Woog not affbrdiiig at all times conſtant employment for the clerks 
on the eſtabliſhment, yet frequently requiring additional aſſiſtance, 
: demanded, from motives of official prudence, rather increaſe than 
2>Mmihution of the reſpective eſtabliſhments. They tated, that at 
the Cloſe of the war it will of courſe happen, that ſome part of the 
war department will ceaſe, and that in the home and foreign de- 
Rn two clerks leſs in each might poſſibly be ſufficient, and 


propoſed to leave in that caſe vacancies open as they ſhould ariſe, 
y [cl eireumſtances ſhayld require addition. 


in the home as well as in the foreign department. That the office 
0f keeper of ſtate papers had been rendered an efficient and uſeful 
office; but that the collector and tranſmitter of ſtate papers, and 
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11. They ſtated the abſolute neceſſity of two chamber-keepers 
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ſeeretary to the Latin language, ſhould be cond as. affording, 
with the writer of the Gazette, the only means which the: Secte- 
taries of State have of rewarding officers for diligence and long ſer- 
vices. That che regulation of the Gazette was inconſiſtent with 
the duty of the chief clerks, and muſt therefore be left to ſame other 
perſon. , That on the demiſe of the preſent Gazette writer, his 
ſueceſſor ſhould execute the duty in perſon, and that the. deputy 
ſhould take no fee not demandable by the principal. They pro- 
poſed that the office of tranſlator ,of the German language, which 
had been omitted by the Commiſſioners, ſhould, at the demiſe of 
the preſent poſſeſſor, be ſuppreſſed. 

12. They ſtated, that arrangements had been 1 which, had 
ſecured the payment, of fees on military commiſſions, and rendered 
the penalties propoſed unneceſſary. They ſuggeſted the propriety of 
giving a ſum not exceeding 241, per cent. on the groſs amount, to 
the officer charged with the colleQion, for his trouble. 


1 3. They agreed in the propriety of giving fixed ſalaries to. all 


the officers on theſe eſtabliſhments ;. but refrained from giving any 


opinion as to the extent of ſalary proper for the Secretarics of State, 
requeſting only, that, at whatever rate it ſhould be fixed, it ſhould, 


on account of the increaſed amount of fees during the war, have a 


retroſpect with regard to them. 
14. They ſtated, that the office for plantation affairs 2 
aboliſhed, rendered any obſervation upon that head unneceſſary. 
15. They approve of making the ſalaries free of all duties and 
taxes: but obſerved that, as the ſalaries which they propoſed to give 
to the different officers were calculated to compenſate for ordinary 


duties, it would. be hard that other places, not inconfiftent. with the 
official attendance of meritorious officers, might not. be given them 


as rewards for ſuperior abilities or diligence, ſuch as men in, other 
ſituations might acquire, for che ſupport aud benefit of their 
families. | _ 180 
16. They approved of giving a decent Me to by re- 
tiring from age or infirmities; but thought that the extent ſhould be 


determined by conſideration of merit and nnen, ah not by any 
fixed rule. 


17. They hawks that the incl of (oli penſions · given 
on retirement, or re- appointment to the ſame, or; ſimilar offices, was 
generally right, but that it might be inconvenient to lay it dam as 


an in variable law. 


18. Fhey agreed thar the fatary of vacant officer on- be a 


| bung to the office fund. 
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19. Finally, they propoſed a ſcheme of eſtablifhment for the 
three offices, and to appropriate to the payment of them, in the firſt 
inſtance, all the fees and gratuities received in the office, including 
Poft-office allowances and profits of the Gatette and that the re- 
mainder ſhould be ſupplied from the Treaſury. 

On the 27th of February 1795, the Lords of the Committee 
of Council recommended to His Majeſty to confirm ſuch of the re- 
gulations propoſed by the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, as appeared to 
be concurred in by the Secretaries of State, and likewiſe ſuch farther 
regulations as were propoſed by them ; except as to what related to 
the vacancy of one of the under ſecretaries of ſtate. 

The Lords of the Committee propoſed that the ſalaries of the 
principal Secretaries ſhould be 6,0001. per annum clear, from the 
1 2th January 1792, with regard to the right honourable ' Lord 
Grenville and the right honourable Henry Dundas ; and with re- 
gard to the Duke of Portland, from the date of his Grace's ap- 
pointment. . 

That the under ſecretaries ſhould have 1,5001. per annum clear, 
from 5th January 1795; and that on the vacancy of one of them, 
the Secretaries of State ſhould have the power of giving one third 


of his ſalary to the remaining under ſecretary, on account of the ad- 
ditional load of buſineſs. 


And finally, that on the demiſe of the German tranſlator, the 


office ſhould not remain a ſinecure; but that the Secretary of State 
for che foreign department ſhould have the power of appointing a 
tranſlator of foreign papers whenever he ſhall deem it expedient, 
and with ſuch falary as he ſhall think proper. 

On the ſame day His Majeſty in Council confirmed the report of 
the Committee of Council, and ordered it to be carried into exe- 
cution. 

On the 15th of n 1795, the office of law clerk was, by 
order in Council, inſerted in the eſtabliſhment of the office of Seere- 
tary of State for the home department; and on the 21ſt of October 
1795, the office of collector and tranſmitter of ſtate papers was, by 
a ſimilar order in council, inſerted in the office of Secretary of State 
for the foreign me ow having dran, as it is | fates, by 
* miſtake omitted. | 


In conſequence of theſe 1 in Council, 1 abilbment of 

the offices of the three Secretaries of State was n, as rr ; 

The office of the home department to confiſt id 10 wol 
A. principal ſecretary, N eee & 
Two under ſecretaries, 1819121 bn 0 
Twelve clerks, 155 


- of | 


An 


The 


Heſides the Gazette writer, his deputy, and 


DEBAT ES. 
A law clerk, 


A private ſecretary, 


A precis writer, 

Two office-keepers, 

A houſekeeper ; 

with falaries amounting in the whole to J. 13,640 


The office for the foreign department to conſiſt of 


A principal ſecretary, 

T wo under ſecretaries, 

Twelve clerks, 

A collector and tranſmitter of ſtate papers, 
A private ſecretary, 

A precis writer, 


T wo office-keepers, 


A houſekeeper ; 
with falaries amounting in the whole to J. 13,870 o @- 


'There were alſo borne on the contingent fund 
of the home department, 


An Arabic interpreter, at J. Bo 
A librarian, at - 200 
A regiſter of felons I20 

and extra clerk ; 80 


187 


amounting in the whole to- - 480 0 „ 


And there exiſted offices annexed to theſe two 
offices, 


A keeper of ſtate papers L. 160 

Three commiſſioners of ditto, with 
clerks, houſekeeper, ſtationary, &c. 650 

Secretary of Latin language 280 


Tranſlator of German ditto 300 
Two decipherers SF 


1,200 


Amounting in the whole to- £ 


printer, who are paid out of the profits of 


5 
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C. 30, 580 o © 51 
The office . 3 war 1 to oonſiſt of, * Dr Off 4 
A principal ſecretary, z5t Hi 
One under ſeeretary, ION 
Six Clerks, | 
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A private ſecretary, 

Two office-keepers, 

A houſekeeper ; 
with ſalaries amounting in the whale to 10,850 o o 


Ce —— | 


4. 41,436 © 0 


And thirty meſſengers were attached generally to the three 
offices, with ſalaries of Gol. per annum each, and board wages 
when in waiting, or on journies in Great Britain or Ireland, at 

the rate of 21. 1 28. 6d. per week. | 


§ 2. 

Such being the refult of the meaſures adopted for the regulation 
of theſe offices, in conſequence of the Report of the Commiſſioners 
of Inquiry, your Committee proceed, in the next place, to ſtate the OS 
increaſe or diminution of expence which has taken place upon theſe El 


_ eſtabliſhments ſince the year 1782 ; noting the particulars of each ws 
variation, as they exiſted in 1784 and 1795. Ss 

| In 1782, the office of the home ne confiſted of, : 
? The principal ſecretary; | EY 
_ HB Two under ſecretaries, ny 
Eleven clerks, | 23 

Two chamber-keepers, : 885 

One neceſſary woman; 1 5 Mn 

Befides an under | 

ſecretary and þ for Rm affairs. | 1 

three clerks meſ 

whoſe ſalaries and emoluments amounted to C. 13,680 © © amo 

In 1782, the office for the foreign department boar 

conſiſted of, 1 

A principal ſecretary, T 

Two under ſecretaries, the þ 

Ten clerks, theo 

Two chamber. keepers, nd £ 

A neceſſary woman; have 

whoſe ſalaries and emoluments are ſtated BY 

to have amounted to [. 13, 68e © © duced 
There was beſides an Arabic interpreter, Secret 
Paid out of the contingent fund of the depart 
home department, at - - 80 © „ An 


And in 1782, the offices annexed to both de- 
partments were, 


3 DEBAT ESU. 


A keeper of ſtate papers © - 425 

Three commiſfioners of ditto, with 
clerks and ſtationary —ͤ ͤ 

A ſeeretary of the Latin language 280 

A tranſlator of German - 300 

Two decipherers - - | 1,200 

A colleQor and tranſmitter of ſtate 
papers - _ 


Amounting in the whole to = _ 2,940 
Beſides the Gazette writer, his deputy, and 
the printer, who are all paid out of the 


O 


O 


profits of the Gazette — 


C. 30, 380 


To theſe ſhould be added the law clerk, an 
office which, though not then filled, was con- 
fidered as an exiſting . payable out of the _ 
civil lift . 300 
To theſe ſums ſhould alſo be ade for the 
privilege of franking newſpapers to Ireland, then 
enjoyed by the clerks, but fince taken away by 
25 Geo. 3. and compenſated to both offices by 


an annual ſum of 9 f 7 I009 © ©. 


pc INS 


O 


9 


and the receipt of the two offices will have been £.31.680 


O 


83 


There were alſo attached to the two offices then exiſting, ſixteen 
meſſengers, whoſe groſs ſalaries, and allowances for a horſe, 
amounted to 7ol. 8s. reduced by deductions to 6ol. 8s. and whoſe 
board wages, while in Great Pritain or Ireland, was, as at preſent, 


21. 128. 6d. per week. 


The amount of the falaries, according to the eſtabliſhment of 
the home and foreign departments in 1795, together with thoſe of 


the officers borne on the contingent fund of the home departments 


and thoſe of the annexed offices, was, as we . 
have ſeen - 30,580 
But, in point of fact, this ſum was re- 

duced by a part of ſalary given up by the 

Secretary of State for the foreign L. 

department, amounting to 2,600 
And by the vacancy of one of | 


the- Under Secretaries of State J. 1,000 * 
14 Ai UG < DS FJ 
| 23,800 
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So that the ſum actually paid by the public, as the 
amount of falaries in theſe W in 1795, | 
was - L. 26,780 @ 

The groſs amount of the ae and 
emoluments of the ſeveral offices was 

in 1782 - - 4. 31,680 6; 
But from this groſs ſum ſhould be taken, | 

1ſt, A ſum equal to twice the amount 
of ſuch tradeſmen's bills, for coals, can- 
dles, turnery, &c. as became due in the 
home department in 1795, and which 
were formerly paid by the Secretaries of 
State, being „ 

For the home department 616 o 
For the foreign department 616 © 
2dly, The amount of ſuch 
ſums as were before paid by the 
Seeretaries of State and under 
ſecretaries for fees and taxes on 
their ſalaries, and which were 
therefore available to the public, 
either as increaſing the revenue 
of the year, or as making part of 
the emoluments of other officers 
employed by the public. The 
amount of theſe, as ſtated by the 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry in 
their firſt Report, page 13, your 
Committee are informed may be 
confidered as the amount in 
1782, being - - „ 

3dly, The amount of the 
falary of the law clerk, an 
office not then actually filled — ©) 


Deducting therefore the amount of 
theſe ſums - — 4. ir 


And we have the net receipt of theſe offices in 178 2 26,515 9 
Being leſs than the ſalaries in 1795. by n 
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The ſums here ſtated are independent, in both inſtances, of cer- 
5 tain new. year's gifts and perquitites to the menial officers, which 
: ſtill continue to be received. | 
The year 1784 is that of which the Commiſſioners of Inquiry 
have given a ſtatement in detail; and if the compariſon be made 
between that year and 1795, it will ſtand thus : 
Amount of falaries according to the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the home and foreign departments in 
1795, together with thoſe of officers borne on the FL. fs &; 
8 contingent fund and thoſe of the annexed offices, 
2 as before, - - + 10 3206-550 - 0-4 


5 * * 2 * 9 

F . N - 2 3 

n Bo $ N NOIR 2 . 2 
> OE ad a 


T New-year's gifts and perquiſites received in 
3 1795, and which are comprized in the account of 
8 I 784, a as fated by the Commiſſioners of nn, 1 19 1 


L. 31,047 19 1 
Net income of the perſons borne on the eſta- 
bliſhment of the home department in 1784, as 


ſtated by the Commiſſioners LF. 10,216 19 3 


Pluntation,- office — 800 © © 
] aw clerk, omitted _ 300 © o 
Arabic interpreter, on contin- 

cent fund — — 80 © o 
Foreign department 10,059 12 8 


Annexed offices, excluſive of 
Gazette writer, his de— 
puty, and the printer 2,540 o o 

German tranſlator, omitted 30% „ 
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Total {. 25,206 14 © 
Difference of the falaries and emoluments in 
1795, compared with thoſe of 1 7845 according 
to the eſtabliſhments — 6,451 7 2 
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But from the ſalaries and emoluments of 1795, 
amounting, according to the eſtabliſhment, to 31,047 19-8 
Muſt be taken for ſalaries not received, as be- | 
fore ſtated - 8 3,800 © o 


„ 


— Deen 
n 
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leaving the actual payments in 1795 27,847 19 1 
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Of this ſum only 3821. 108. 6d. can be conſidered as rmanent, the 
remainder, being 6851. 8s. 7d. is caſual, and of very trifling amount in 
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In like manner from the ſala- 
ries and emoluments in 1784, J. s. d. 


amounting to - 255,196 It 
muſt be taken for the vacancy of 

the office of law clerk 300 „ Oo 
leaving the actual payment in 1784 = = 24,896 11 11 


And the exceſs of payments in 1795 over thoſe 
of 1784 will have been - - „„ 


It may be convenient to notice here, that the only increaſe which 
has taken place in the annexcd ohecs will be found in the State- 
paper- office; that increaſe has been made in conſequence of the 
reduction of another office, held by the fame Commiſſioners, for 
methodizing the papers in the offices of the Exchequer, which ceaſed 
in 1789. 

The increaſe is taken into the account as above ſtated ; the di- 
minution which gave occaſion to it, and which is to a larger amount, 
ſhould have been found in the account of the Exchequer - offices. 
But it appearing that no return of this diminution has been made 
from the offices of the Exchequer, it becomes neceſſary to ſtate 
ſhortly here, referring to the Appendix for the particulars, that in 
the offices of the Commiſſioners for methodizing ſtate papers, 
including thoſe of the Exchequer-offices, a reduction has taken 
place, amounting, if the compariſon is made between the years 1782 
and 1795, to 350l. per annum; if between 1784 and 1795, 
amounting to 150l. per annum. 


Inſtead therefore of an exceeding in comparing . 5. d. 


1795 with 1784, of — L982 7 2 
after making this reduction of - 0 © 


we find the total exceſs of payments on account | 
of all theſe offices in 1795 over thoſe of 


I 794, amount to — 1 
And making allowance for a reduction in 
1795, when compared with 1782, of £330 ©: 9 
we find that, inſtead of the ycar 1795 ex- 
ceeding 1782 by nnn © 


6 — 


the payments on account of theſe offices in 1 795, 
fall ſhort of thoſe made in 1782, by a ſum of J. 85 9 © 


] 
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The whole expence of the war eſtabliſhment, . 5. d. 


as framed in 1795, we have before ſeen, 
amounted to - - 10, 83% 8 
But in point of fact that ſum was reduced, in 1795, 

By the renunciation of the ſalary of the princi- 


pal Secretary of State L. 4,000 
By the renunciation of the ſalary of 
the private Secretary - 300 


4,300 © © 


_— 


leaving the actual expence of the war eſtabliſhment 6,559 © = 


Add the exceſs of the home and foreign eſta- 
bliſhment in the year 1795 when compared with 
1784 — — — 2550 „ $ 


and the whole expence of the three eſtabliſhments, 
with the offices annexed, in 1795, will exceed 
the expence of the two eſtabliſhments and annexed 


offices, in 1784, by a ſum of — £- 9262 3 8 


In like manner the expence of the war eſta- 
bliſhment being _ _ 06,5586 a © 
and deducting therefrom the ſum by which the 
payment, on account of all theſe offices, in 1782, 


excceded the payments in 1795, as aboye ſtated 85 9 o 
and the whole expence of the three eſtabliſhments, 
with the annexed offices, in 1795, exceeds the 
expence of the two eſtabliſhments, with the an- 
nexed offices, in 1782, by a ſum of . 6,464 17 © 


„„ 


The office of Secretary of State for the war department was firſt 
eſtabliſhed on the 11th July 1794; the whole bufineſs of the war 
department having, from the commencement of the war in 1793 
down to that period, been tranſacted by Mr. Dundas, in addition to 
the ordinary buſineſs of the home department. | 

The Accumulation of affairs occaſioned by the war had, how- 
ever, as it is ſtated, rendered it neceſſary to add four clerks to the 
ordinary eſtabliſhment, and to employ two others, belonging to par- 
ticular branches, almoſt conſtantly and excluſively, and had in ſuch 
manner overloaded every individual then exiſting in the office, that 
the neceſſity of a ſeparate eſtabliſhment for managing the affairs of 


- 
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war exclufivdy, was ſoon felt, and produced the preſent additional 
office of Secretary of State for the war department, 

In the home department, the additional officers eſtabliſhed 108 
the year 1782 are the precis writer and the private ſecretary to the 
principal Secretary of State. "The duty of the latter is ſufficiently 
defcribed by his title. That of the former is to abridge all diſpatches 
of importance, whether ſent or received, entering them in a book 
for the purpoſe of facilitating an immediate reference thereto, either 
when the originals are occaſionally ſent out of the office, or when it 
is deemed unneceffary to conſult the more voluminous diſpatches 
themſelves. 

The oihe* of law clerk, though vacant in 1782, is not an office 
of new creation; it was before that period laſt held by Mr. Lovel 
Stanhope, who quitted it upon being elected for Wincheſter in No- 
vember 1774, and it remained vacant till the iſt of * 1791, 
when the preſent law clerk was appointed. 

The buſineſs of the Sec cretary of State's office for the home de- 


partment, conſiſting not only in receiving intelligence, conducting 
correſpondence, and managing tranſactions relative to the Executive 


Government throughout the Britiſh dominion, (with the exception 
of thoſe in India ;) but alſo in preparing and ifluing warrants for all 
chmiſſions, grants, patents, creations, and appointments under the 
Crown, (thoſe of the revenue and admiralty, and thoſe in the diſpo- 
ſal of the Lord Chancellor excepted) the duty of the law clerk is to 
prepare the drafts of ſuch warrants, and of all letters of reference 
to the judges, and His Majeſty's law ſervants, on thofe points of law 
on which the Secretary of State may require their opinion for His 
Majeſty's information. 

The office for plantation affairs has been entirely ſuppreſſed, and 
the bufineſs of that branch is now executed in the office of the 


home department generally, by the two under ſecretaries and twelve 


Clerks, inſtead of three under ſecretaries and thirteen clerks. 

The Arabic interpreter is ftill kept on the contingent fund ; and 
there have been added a librarian and a regiiter of felons in New- 
gate, who occaſionally ſerves as an extra clerk in the department. 


It is ſtated, that a great accumulation, and conſequent confuſion 


of the-papers of this office, which could not with any convenience 
be transferred to the State-paper-office, had rendered the firſt of theſe 
offices a neceſſary addition; and that the increaſed number of felons, 
but more eſpecially the progreſſively increaſing practice of ſolici- 
ting pardons for the convicted, had rendered the other extremely 
uſeful. 

The addition, on the whole, in point of number of perſons 
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employed in the home department, is very inconſiderable, and conſiſts 
rather in a different arrangement of the buſineſs, than in an inereaſe 
of the officers; ſince two under ſecretaries, twelve clerks, a precis 
writer, a private ſecretary, a librarian, a regiſter of felons, a law 
clerk, and an Arabic interpreter, in all twenty perſons, are now ſub- 
ſtituted inftead of nineteen perſons, under the deſcription of three 
under ſecretaries, fourteen clerks, an Arabic interpreter, and a law 
clerk, which latter, as was before noticed, made a part of the eſta- 
bliſhment, though the office was not actually filled, in the year 
1782. 

5 the le office, two clerks, a precis writer, and a private 
ſecretary have been added; and the collector and tranſmitter of 
ſtate papers, which was before conſidered as an annexed office, and 
paid out of the civil lift as ſuch, was, by the order of Council of 
the 21ſt of October 1795, put upon the eſtabliſhment : this how- 
ever is not an addition. 

The other annexed offices remain the fame in point of number 
as in 1782, excepting that an houſe-keeper has been added in the 


office for methodizing and digeſting the ſtate papers. 


The meflengers attached to the offices of Secretaries of State, 
who were ſixteen in number, have been increaſed to thirty, who are 
now excluſively appointed by, and employed, controled, and paid in 
the offices of the Secretaries of State. 

2. Having ſtated the comparative expence of theſe eſtabliſhments, 
as Exiſting in the years 1782, 1784, and 1795, your Committee 
proceed to conſider what has been the effect of the arrangement by 
which the fees and gratuities received in the ſeveral offices, together 
with the allowances from the Poſt-office, and the profits of the 
Gazette, have been applied to the diſcharge of the ſalaries and other 
expenccs incurred by theſe offices in the year 1795. 


The eſtabliſhment of the home department in 


1795 was £. 13,040 0 © 
to which ſhould be added, for 5 s bills, 

before paid by the Secretary of State 616 © © 
The eſtabliſhment of the foreign department 

was in that year - FF 


add for tradeſmen's bills a fimilar ſum 616 o © 
Officers borne on the contingent fund or the 
home department = 480 a 0 
The eſtabliſhment of the war department was 10, 850 o 0 
to which, if added for incident bills, their actual 
amount in 1795 5 441 w 


8 


p - a 6 Cn ——_— —ů "> <-> to& FL > 7 ” ] 
* S ͤ = ro OT, 0 ö to Ad TE 
e . .. 
Io — eee n ** — 
* 5 res, 


Lins ON nas 
2 — - 
Es 9 I aan 
— 5 1 2 
„ 1 G ED) 


—— "Cx 5th 
I y_—_— 


93 
654 


Oe 


1 


r n 
N 
4 * COR WIT 
— 


2 SEA 


= rg EI 
* 


. 8 
n 


- — — 


1 
— 0 OS. 


. 
mo 
14 
/ K 
1 
1 

7 vv 

al. 

- $T3F 

0 . t 
n 1 * 

1 

1 
x "1 73 
: kf 7 

41 
4 14 

„ 

K 3 

* © 
me. | 
5 

"TY 

a! 7 

9 L 

15 h 
„ 

4 7 
4 
4 
3: 
435 
1 i 
5 
A - 
REN 
WE 
"288 
f: it 
R g 
ie 

BE 

"08 

i., 

bo ' 

4 1 

N * 0 

Ls + 

: 5 Jl 

7 9 
+ 5 
. Kos 

? 23S 1 
1 : 
0577-70 
7 * 

* 

1 
: ky 
113 

17 

T1388 
"9810 
f 5 mw 

* · 

C + 5 

FF if 

| 

e 
+ 3 5 

: 7 

1 ; 

„ 

1 

1 

1 

KY 
TE 

e 
e 
* 198-6 
n 

. 
n 

2 

1 
. or 
BE) 

3248 
X27 .- 
TAE 

; 4 

189 
'# 4 8 
„ LE” 
$4 iS 
pac. 

2 
3 
a7 17 
t 36 

"a". 

_— 
WH: ? 
48 3 
LO. 
ww ; 
| i 
<4 34 
bs + 34 1 
*- {nl 
Tt 
4 

1 
* 

8 
7 1 
1 
1 
N * 
"0 8 
: * 
4 
3 28 
p 33% 
* 
4 "* 5 
. 2 * 
r 
, | *g i 
1 115 * 
14. 
8 4 bt 
K. 4 
N . 
33 a 
1 
3 

wn. 

*. 94 
5 * 1 * 
1 
© RS 
o 2 

j i 
2 4 + 4 
N +2508 
ö . +4 

* 
* 1% 
ov 4 
9 

: CE 
* 7 
1 
N 
7 . 
54 a0 
$a * L 
[5 
5 
BR 
14 
70 

Fl 


— — — 


— 


176 | PARLIAMENTARY 


ing officers-borne on the contingent fund, nag 
ſuch bills as were uſually paid by the Secreta- ' 

ries of State, will be — | Le 405523 * 
But to this ſum ſhould, perhaps, be added the 

fums before paid for fees or taxes on ſalaries in 

the home and foreign departments, being ſums by 

which either the public revenue was inereaſed, or 71 

other public officers were paid, amounting to 3-632 11-0: 


* 


. 443155 1 11 


From this total ſhould, how ever, be ſubtracted 
in that year, 
A ſaving on the falary of one 
of the under Secretaries of 
the home department /. 1,000 o 0 
A ſaving on the ſalary of the 
Secretary of State for the 
forcign department 2,800 0 0 
A ſaving on the ſalary of the 
5 Secretary of the war de- 
partment - 4, 00 o o 
5 . ſaving on the ſalary of the 
"© private. Secretary of ditto 300 0.0 


| _ 8, 100 0 CY 
leaving the ſum to be provided for on the three 1 30] f 
cſtabliſhments „ 8 eee rt. 0 


— 


It appears, that the fees and gratuities received 
in the three offices in 1795, amounted to /. 29,517 17 O 
"That the allowances received from the Poſt- 


office in the ſaid year, were”  _ - 2 
And that the profits of the RO received in 

that period, were — - N IX 697 18 

amounting in the e .- | | £ 32,2 54 18 ö 7 


But it muſt be obſerved, that the ſum due on 
account- of Poſt- office allowances, was 2, 5 0o0l., 
thpugh only 2, 079 l. 3s. 4d. was actually received 
within that year; add therefore on this account 420 16 8 
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e wal hs ee 
expence of the year, amount to 
and leaving a ſum, to be provided for our of the 5 


civil liſt, amounting to as 3,379 1 5 10 
W 4.36,88 TH 


Bur the fame eee of the civil 8 oy 
lit for the home departmerit, including the law | 
clerk, and the Arabic interpreter, were FL. 7, 60 o o 


For the foreign department, including the col- 
lector and N 6 ABI papers = 7,180 0 © 


fo 14,240 -. & 
To this ſhould be added the actual expence of 
the war eſtabliſhment, including the © incident 


bills, as above tat J., oo © 0 


a 4 * 


I MEE 


Le „ 


The ſaving to the civil lit will therefore have 
deen, in the year 1795, the ſum of 


7 60 
1 


3.379 18 10 
C. 175867 4 14 


It appears, that a ſtill more favourable reſult may be exp Qed 


with regard to the yeir-1796. 


The actual expences of the home eſtabliſhment ; 
for that year, including eertain officers borne on tie 
contingent fund, as before ſtated, were £- . 00 
Add, for bills before _ by, the Secretary 


of State = Sede : 
Actual expetice of the "Ib Apache 1 17, 0 0 | 
Add, for bills zefore = by the r £ Dr 
Actual expence of the war department 6,559. © © 
Incident bills of ditto - 494 © © 
Add for fees and taxes before paid out of : 
Salaries f - se i * 11 0 


32.508 28 8 14 ; 
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had at no time any cogniz o and dependir n in 2 
ſure of the parties voluntarily giving them, Ah 10 im N 0 
received, have been ſuffered to remain upon their Mie 00 
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That there was laved to the —— 88 by Mr. 


Dundas s voluntary fenuhelatiom uf ſalary, betwerd A. iT 


the 1 2th January 1792 and 10th Au 179 s 0 Al 
By ditto, between the 1 oth of J 0 170% a Had 5 


1 January 3 2, ooo 3 
And by the n remanciitlon” of Lad 
Grenville | 3 12,006 {5 $124. 
W in the whole the hum of. ok 75 60,266 13 1+ 


8 | — — 
Such pared of theſe ſavings as hat a Dinas ts 
renuyciatian;of e. principal Secxetaries of State, have been made 


at the expence of the under ſecretaries, the chief clerks, and the 


menial officers in the two departments, amongſt. whom the . | 
| diſtributed, in the proportions which may be ſeen. ig a return of the 


ſees receigedin ſeven years, from 1785 to 1791 inclafive, 


Applying theſe 12 to the larger ſums received on . 
of fees and N in 1795 and 1796, fee: he eſtabliſhment 
of the fee fund; ufd comparing, at the ſame times thepreſen and 
fornier ſalarles received by theſe ſeveral officers will bed ata effect 
Phich en has had upon the — — of each officer 
who wa er in, theſe advanta jous to th 17955 

The. II of franking ns and 416 that are 4 
_ gazettes, is till preſerved. to the clerks, AS. 1 Bae] 


fixed ſums in the nature of A Sc 18 I*r 


and chief clerks, and. menial afficers, in the home an 1 
partments. The.  houſckeeper,: i in t e hug bas: a ial pfrqvi- 


ſite; and the chamber keepers in ld home'and reign 
alſo receive. from military agents a ſmall voluntary donation on each 
Commiſſion; which, though it appears to have ee ke the 
year 1796, to à conſiderable ſum, is ſtated, i in ordinary tin St 0 Zn 
very inſignificant, . Theſe latter, being ft fums of which tl 


* {13 pon d ee 


ting. 
No allowances, -perquifites, or -New-year's- gifts, are taken in the 


war department, excepting, by, the three menial officers, and thoſe 


are very inconſiderable. 


Before your Committee quit the ſubjeR, it may not be 1 improper | 
to confider how far the plan adopted for defraying the expenee of 


- theſe eſtabliſhments, is likely i in future to be attended with "elſes £ 
| ee or diſadvantageous t to the public in point of economy, 


F os 


> * 
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vt Ake aRx 
when compare Vi the Wi eee been e 


neceſſary t to greate. | 
It appears Wer, her ine ls er of the es offices,” in- 
cluding ſuch bills, fees, and Wld, as were formerly paid by the 
Secretaries of State, or by other officers in theſe departments, exelu- 
five of the ftitionaryy, and other oontingent expenees, atnount, ac- 
92 to the preſent eſtabliſnment; to © £. 44,155 | 
That ce unnexed offices, including the ſta- es 
r the State-papctioffiee, drt - ole 


F - — 2,590 0 0 
Viac lane W al: PY 0 be. oO ” AH I Rad- n ty : 2 tx 322 8 N XI 
5 5 _ WKS ze" 2 51 1 30187 mmer — 0 * 
From liche bedealng the amount of ſalaries nit thi od eu fs 
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| Jak appeas-alſo that the ſalaries We paid —_—__ the civil itt 
on account of theſe offiecs, including the German tranſlator, law 
* clerk, and. Arabic interpreters: and ſtating the offices, of the 99 
miſſioners for methodizing rhe ſtate papers, ineluding thoſe. of the 
Exebequer, as they exited in 1 78 4, the period, of: their, bel 
enen gt v . 16,80 101 
1 Phat the. Poſt· office allowances, apd 9528-161 9g HOSOT TR 25017!) 
. average profits from the. Javgue, arc. dae ulsi 6% Hunt. 
Fhat the average amount of fees and T1250 And 13 
ae upon nine Nenn; 10 39 ice 1 
©! peace and four, years War (taking ho W- * su rod I; 
erer the three me of 47900 A) 1511.00 nN 
eg N fil be 5 * 14.475. „it BNA 
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1 SiH ot J. ne ey 4 b DX ee gi TS 1 it 
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ver, to be provided for, a farther ſum 0 4.79 to ma e Sgopd 
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7 We ei ett inns c ofBekrs Faith 
Tieh- Contingent bills, fees, and taxes, as Were beſbrt paid by uny 
ber on the two eſtablimments; with the anfexed-offices, Hy the) 
veſdre ite g. The average hunt tf Tees in nine yearstef peace 
8 6,68 e average of four years Wat) reekefling the latte 
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ip the eren the funds: will eee th ehh e, by an 
en n n DS ent n Hot 8,233. 
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07 Haring thus compared the. eſabliſhments, af the offiecs of 

| eee of f State, and. offices annexed, as they exiſted in the years 
1782, 1784, and 1795; having alſo compared the Expence of 

theſe. eſtapliſhments, with the funds appropriated. to the payment 

thereof. in 459.5 and 1796, and alſo with the funds appropriated 
1 in 45 $24;3-having-ſhewn- the amount of ſavings which have been 
derived tothe publie from various ſources ſince 1792, and alſo 

vbat may be the future expected demands on the public for: theſe 

. eſtabliſhments. according to the average produce of fees in ptarr 
and war your Committe come now, in the next place, to conſider 
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is the other expences incurred by theſe offices reſpectively, * the | 
7 heads of ſtationary, contingencies, and-meMengers. -- iti 
ſt pon theſe-ſeveral heads your Committee have to e 'that 6: 
* bee e the foreign office being wholly deficient, and thoſe 1 | 
* of the home department extremely impetfect for the year 1782, * 
be . they have preferred reſorting to the aceounts of the year 1784 as ; "fy 
oft given upon oath before, Commiſſioners. of Inquiry, in'order-to'draw 1 
b A ſort of compariſon with the year 1795 or 1796 Vaceording to the ll 
7 dates of the ſeveral accounts furniſhed: though, in fact, little'ad- by 9 
ſantage can reſult ĩn theſe enen pace a 4 — 5 1 
f war with a year of peace. | 
It appears however, that in the year. 1784, this r TH i 
3 tle home department-amounted to 1,543 18. 2d andin" the F 
6 foeign 1, 1961. 38. ; in the whole to 2, 39J. 46. r 1 
| in 1796 the expenee for the ſtationary in the home. department 1 
* wa. 2, 70 fl. 6s. 3d.; in the foreign, 2,06 31. 28. 53% ; ; and in bl 
110 the war department, 7291, 16s. 29.3 amounting in the whole iff 
95 to 54951. 48. 102d., rather more chan double the Amun in 1 
ice Wen it is conſidered that the militery oommiſſions, which are 9 
14 printe on parchment; and whoſe inereaſed number occaſions a very if 
with - confidrable;proportion-of the increaſed amount of the ſees received | 
uny in theſcoffices, in the gears 1793, 1794» 1795, and 1796, ar 9 
they . INONg, de articles. of ſtationary, it will not probably appear that this 
ence ie a \erpxtraondinary increaſe om \this bead, enn A ear 
fee af war wh ar yeari f Peace. * uno. Io So A680, _ 
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after deduQting *5 81. I 98. 48, Haid to che Arabic 778 pe egtes; 
Interpreter, being part of his ſalary &ol,, which de 
is already brought forward x in fon. e Sf Jhe, cnt 


eſtabliſhment, to _ 3 11 21 


and in he foreign agu, OY FORT I 6 


ITE! 


Pts Mike of the ſums ſtated la lis acai: 1 u 1905 
Enn account for the home department, in in 1795, is 4,321 17 2 
7 | nn 


Ua 0 In or t üs n 
But from this ſum are — the falaies of 5d private 
Lecretary, the librarian, the Arabic- interpreter, 'tht-extra/elerk, and 


 'vegifter of feions in Newgate, the law clerk, ard - previs writer.y. 25 


Being "eſther arrears of "ſalary: due for other years, or: as beivg 
ready brought forward in the actount ef the. eſtabliſhment. 
I neſd deductions being made, leave what may -be oonſideded. as an 
annual expence of e cond iht 1G! of 
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droufht forward in the Goin Ginparatve'View of 2201s»! 
dhe 8 : II e FATDIC ADS 615 CIO 


EP ; me 8111 20 25463 dathin} $4 * — 
mounting the belt 8 Ga ee ee ! £-< Hzd27\'7 2 


and e. mn annual en Nu: x nia! 118 


2723 


| ee OS n „ 80 
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| Salaries dye on this" enn the! de be joſe 
Fth of January 1795 #9 1,5 % e en gt 
rn expences of officers 264 go — doe 
xtfa meſſengers 2 TG 612 9 4 „ ene 
Incident bills for 1794 196 1 8 2 fig! 810d 2 beit 
1 —2,058 8 630 the fur 
ich would remain as an annual I . 
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— Wich e ny 3 &f urn al riſe of n — F. an 
under ſtatement, and taking in aid the contingent account of the 
year 1796, of which the total is 1,2461. 3s. 82 d., and deducting 


alone fromthente the purchaſe of the leaſe of the houſe: uſed for an 


office, which eannot be an annual charge, and which amounts to 


55 Sl. the remainder will be 6911, 3s. 84d. as the poſſible annual 


charge for contingencies in the war department, independent of 
the ſum for incidents already brought forward in the account of 
the eftabliſhment ; making in the whole an annual expence in the 


three departments, which may be, confidered as 
permanent, „ - L. 6,325 14 * 


a —— FEET 


The increaſe. in the home 8 has chiefly, ; ariſen 7 6A 
payments to-four officers of police attendant at the palaces, Amount - 
ing to 6751. 1 38., and from falaries to reduced clerks (a meine 
ſtrongly recommended by the Commiſſioners of J nqpiry,, and 
adopted , with, modifications before ſtated) amount- 


EO 108 


ing to - - Ae 16 14 
In the foreign Acpartment the permanent in- N 4 1 
ereaſe ariſes chiefly from falaries in like manner = 
given to reduced clerks, to the amount oß 1,05 o o 
Rent“ and taxes of the offien 675 12 2 
Lace to the Turkiſh Ambaſſador, 200 0.0 
amounting in the Whole to. Zo lei? alded Le —.— bs 2 


. Y? FX £ 


And leaving the, frm of . 61. 128. 111d. for the contingent 

expences.of. the: three offices, to be ſet againſt the ſum of 1, 628l. 

75s. 54d. incurngdnin 3784 fr. fimilar SRL ee 4 
ee ei 1nomtiagah 16 νẽỹ 4! 1190958 1052 © 

31926) 24 qui) 1 on math 2d D Seas. | 

* N n e 2d wg ers t "hav e been? Wicke 1. tte. 15 

port of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry" 697 oy 540 JON 10 % 
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went — Ee I. 0 

chat che abs: of the 1 department are 1 876 CY 0 
chat the ſalaries borne on the contingent fund, of ales ns 

dme home department are 480 55 0 
chat the falarics, &c. of the annexcd offices, are 2,590 0 0 
Aut the ſalaries of the war department are 10,8 50 0. 0 


bier dle igekdent bills of the home department e 616 0 
At the incident bills of the foreign , ren ; 
may be eſtimated at a like 9 616 8 0 
det the incident bills of the war department are $ 74 6 o 
dat the ſtationary, which in a year of war e en. 
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*** "amounts to 5,495). for the three offices, ae ee 

ee 4 e 

j oi i eſtimated as not likely to exceed i in a 98589 
[8 2 5 1 upon t the improved plan, on 38 5 
| 1 2 Feen that à faving of only 20. 

| per cent. is made thereby, inſtead of ou. 

Per cent. as ſtated dee e YL, 7 "hs 

1 2,50 M 0 
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te printer, who are all; paid aus of. the) profits: of me Gazette. 


che eſtabliſhments, as they have gviſted at Aifferent 
:petiods, again,introduced here; the object of your . — 
give „and at ot view, a ſketch, of ſuch, 12 

ane iet 40 them, pon us lupption tha 2 me 0. 
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Nor are the ſees and taxes, which were formerly paid out of the 
valaries of theſe. offices, and vhich ha ve heen brought forward: in the 
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tended to 3 aach * ang taxes e au Fe to the 
recommendation of the Commillioners of Inquiry.” | 
Your. ommittee have not thoüght i it necefſary t to make any par- 
"ticular 7 mention of the ſuperintendent of Aliens, and his two clerks, 
"though this office, may. be confi dered as coming property under the 
direction of the Secretary of State for the home department, becauſe 
athe falarlgs' are paicl out of tlie conſolidated fond; . the appointments 
_have growp out of the .Exigency 0 of the preſent! moment, and, are 
"eſtabliſhed by act of Parliament. ne 
It maybe ſufficient. alſo briefly to notice here, that the act for 
more effeQually preſerving. money or effects in the hands of His 
Majeſty's: fobjects, belonging to or diſpoſable by perions refident 
In Franee, for the benefit of the individual owners thereof; by 
which His Majeſty. is empowered to appoint five commiſſioners, 
with a ſecretary, clerks, &c. has. been wholly carried. on in the 
office of Secretary of State for the home department, without 
any additional inen and without any e chargs to the 
pubs..." 4 
5. Attached to * dependent on the offices of His Kajety > 
Secretaries of State, are a part of that body of. mefſerigers ori- 
ginally known by the deſcription of meſſengers, of His N 
Great Chamber: 
3 theſ , -who were fatty in nume, and who. were indi- 
 :criminately' employed by the Secretaries of State, or in tlie ſervice 
of the houſchotd, ſixteen were, in 1772, exclufively attached to the 
-offiees of the Sceretaries of State. In the year 178 2 the remairi- 
ing twenty-four, appointed by the Lord Chamberlain, were reduced 
to eighteen. Bas +, Fe By 4140 hvicteo ly He aries þ 257 i 
The number, however, of chirewoltGeelyrinmgeludloncl offices 
of Secretaries of State, having been found inadequate to their. de- 
| mands, it becanie-Ronſtantly: neceffary to bave;recourſe-49-the re- 
0 | maining eigbteen; it was therefore thought proper, on «the new 
— of the offices of Secretaries of State in 1795, to increaſe 
0 the number to be attached to thoſe offices to thirty, for2the'reafons 
4M Tated more at large in the report of the Secretaries of State: and 
and they were appôinſßd to attend ir rotation” at thie' tliree bfficeb re- 
tte. maining a fortnight on attendance'at ac. 4g fs 
the Their dC — emolurmefits, and board v remain} as be- 
the fore ſtated, nearly on the fame footing,” in point” anne ünt, 2x8" they 
were upon their antiert eſtudlimment; wit the ect 
ous of their former allowance Wis to eriable”th&th'"& 
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I PARLIAMENTARY : 
Win Lis 7 Neis is 040 Lon dnn 
7s. 6d. per day when, in \ Great Britai in or Ireland, . e 
- Ployed or, unemployed, W hether on- journies or not, they being 1 
ways. ſuppoſed. to be in waiting at one or other of the offices, when 
not employed om any particular journey. vb 
(1391 'Lbe meſſengers attached to the offices af the Secretaries of State, 
as well as the other meſſengers of His Majeſty s Great Chamber, 
were ultimately paid by the Treaſurer of the Chamber, till the abo 
eee the 1ſt of July 1782. 15201-£. 90 B nin 
Ibeir bills for foreign j journies, AS well a8 the bills, of the. x Te: 
ee twenty-four for home journies, were preyiouſly examined | 
hy the clerk of the cheque. But the bills of the ſixteen for home 
ſervice were examined and paid in the firſt inflance by the firſt clerk 1 
in the home department, out of monies advanced by and accounted 1 
for to the Treaſurer of the Chamber, for whom the. firſt Ark, acted þ 
er ox nch 21.554 F 
Upon the abolition of the office of Treaſprer of the Ro FX 
[theſe fixtcen meſſengers were for a time paid. by the firſt 1 
clerks in the offices, afterwards by a perſon ſpeciall appointed by 6 
the Lord Chamberlain, and finally, from the 5th of July WEEN by ? 
b 
b 
p 
fe 


/ 


the firſt:clerks in the ſeveral departments, But no account, what- 
ever relative to the meſſengers exiſting. in the Foreign. office ge for the 
year 17 $25; and none in the Home-office preyious to the me 
in that. year, when the preſent firſt. Clerk. came. into office;;. your 
Committee are obliged to have. recourſe to the Report, of the. Com- 


miſſionera of e and to make. He. oompariſon with, the, year jo 
n. I — 4 þ ©5153, EEE $455 2 IS 4): 2 As 6,7 9 * N 
The total amount of the ot bills paid 0 d 
PRI RE eee in that year 1 10 bu al 
ag os Vi — 13,78 8 ts 
Bitch e 1450 1 that Wife ulkigen bills in the weg 15 
m nts, of which” e amount Was > not known... 91¹¹ a; gane. 25 . an 
nag bor 1796, which is dhe firſt, I IL. an 
complete ꝓcar ſinęe the new arrangement 13,58 5 „89 0 — pr. 
5 cok place, the amount of the bills. deli. 7 r 16 Wah pa 
vered i in, in the three departments, in- ene not wk dy 
<indingiebo end e mage; was e. 5,637 1h % 0 | 
bagpode 515e2ihiugy, cit 4 at inven i oc ier TNT EAT 22014 dar 
li Being an iduereaſe ene ima YEAr, of Wa EVI 993 Yo by 
beyond thei known demands. of the eee be Sie are 
a Fears of peace, amounting to e it Ho 
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To this ſum ſhould, however, be added any expence which may 
have been incurred for extra meſſengers, and which may make Fart 
of the contingencies of the ſeveral offices in the year 1796: ö 
From the 5th of July 1 795, the contro of che clerk of: the 
cheque over any part of the meſſengers employed by the'Secretarics 
of State, has been _—_ Aer ts and an nn cheek hen been 
eſtabliſhed. bn 2 viNÞ{ 3 e 1197, oh 
Ide names of ole in ating at each wars Ge: Bom Reeves, 
are written on a ſheet of paper, and put into a glaſs'caſe, which'is 
Hung up in the office-keeper's room, and of which the office: keeper 
has the key. When any meſſenger is ſent on a journey, a minute 
is immediately made of it, ſtating the time of departure, the place 
whither, and the mode of going, and the day of return is alſo noted. 


ati kepe by the office-keeper. At the end of every fortnight; this 
paper is withdrawn by, or tranſmitted to, Mr. Ancell, firſt clerk in 
the State-paper-office, who is the private agent for the meſſengers, 
to aſſiſt him in making out the bills. Theſe are made out quar- 


r. Ancell has derived the knowledge from his father, who had 
— forty-five years in the fame ſituation) reckoning a certain num- 
ber bf horſes, according to the nature of the journey, a certain price 
per mile, according to the country in which the journey is per- 


Jr Forced; and allowing a certain number of miles per da yx 
N- No foreign bill is allowed, unleſs the meſſenger performing the 

ar journey, prodtices'/x voncher from the Minifter to whom he is ſent. 

5 Nor is any extra charge allowed, unleſs a particular voucher is pro- 
1 duced ; as in thelcaſe of ſoreign journies, a third horſe is ſometii mes 
d. allowed on the voucher of the foreign miniſter to whom a meſſenger 
A is ſcnt; that the ſtate of the roads, or the expedition uſed, required. is. 


Vouchers are in a ſimilar manner ſometimes given for loſs of money in 
exchange, &e. The bills ſo made out, with the vouchers antiexed, 
are ſent to the firſt clerk 1 in each department, and are by tHent' mY 
amihed, ant compated with the-office-keeyer's' books, abd are then 
preſented to the Secretary of State for ſignature, previous tu their 

payment, which dee, _ the ehief clerks; without anyſdis- 


duction Hevert. nic 240 i at ber 
. Of theſe thirty ade be is by euſtom conftantly in atten- 
nb dance upon the firlt Lord of the Treafury ; his journies are checked 
19 by tue private ſeerttaty to che firſt Bord On his vwoucherg the bills 
als are ade out b eee and paid hy the firſt! cbenk in the 
wo | bons"achiaenk * n Ing 299 20 10 189 L | 
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Pheſe entries are alſo made in a book correſponding to the paper, 


wy; according to old eſtabliſhed prices and allowances, (of which 
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HAVING ſhewn what regulations and checks have, 7 pro- 


poſed; and adopted or rejected in theſe ſeveral offices, and alſo what 


increaſe or diminution has taken place in them in conſequence of 
thoſe regulations; your Committee proceed, in the laſt place, to the 
moſt important but the moſt difficult part of their duty; namely, 
to ſuggeſt ſuch farther meaſures as our to them either for diminiſh- 
ing the-expence; controling the expenditure, or regulating the eſta- 
bliſhments of theſe ſeveral offices. 7657 

1. The firſt ſubject of importance which: e itſelf 5 con- 


en is, the queſtion whether it may be defirable for the pub- 


lie ſervice that the office of Secretary of State for the war depart- 
ment ſhould be aboliſhed or retained. As the neceſſity of continu- 
ing the whole or any. part of this office muſt depend upon the con- 


tinuance of war, and in ſome degree upon the ſtate in Which the 


country may be left upon the coneluſion of peace, your Committee 
refrain from expreſſing any decided opinion upon this point, except 
chat it ĩs extremely deſirable that an opportunity ſhould be taken of 
redueing the public expence of this as well as the other branches of 
this department, whenever it can be done conſiſtently with the pub- 
lie ſerviee. But they have no heſitation of applying to this office, in 
common with that of the home and of the foreign department, and 
adopting as their own, the ſuggeſtion. thrown out in the report of the 
'Secretaries of State, that the beſt mode of reducing them in time 
of peace, will be by avoiding to fill up the places which may become 
-vacant of clerks no longer wanted, under a reduced ſtate of the bu- 


-fineſs-of:the ſeveral offices. And they think that it would be de- 


ſirahle that this reduction ſhould; be accelerated as opportunities 


mould occur, by giving permanent fituations in other departments 


to ſuch; meritorious n as nn no en be found wanting 
ein cheſtt i ne bf 
2. Vour eee are * of. opinion, that ; A Gier mode of 
reduction might be applied, in time of peace, to the corps of meſ- 
ſengers, as vacancies ſhould ariſe; but of the extent to which ſuch 
reduction may be conveniently carried, they cannot take upon them- 
ſel ves to determine. Experience has proved, that the preſent number 
is not 100 great in time of war, and preofs will be ſeen, in the con- 
tingent expences of the foreign and war departments, that it has 


2been-occationally:necefſaty to employ extra meſſengers, and ſums on 


amt acchunt, amounting to 8 591.1 56, 10d. in the foreign, and 


2:6 ra s- Id. in the war department, were ineurred for, this 
Deep the year 17953 * and a ſum of, 127. - 10g. in 
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the year 1796, in the War department, beſides ſuch ſums as may 
have been e on this head on His Majeny's 8 Are reſi- 
dent abroad. * N HM 12 28 


Connected with this fabjea In point . . as well as 5 
f of ION convenierice and ſecurity, is the idea fuggeſted by the [i 
Commiſſioners, of bringing under one roof the offices! of the two 1 
, Secretaties of State, and the State-paper-office.” '' Your Committee, 9 
: however, do not find that any ſteps have hitherto been taken to earry "0 
5 this idea into effect, though it has met with the concurrence of, His * 
| Majeſty's Secretaries of State, and the approbation of His Majeſty 1 | 
g in Council. They think that the purpoſes of economy and great 1 | 
4 official convenience would be till farther obtained, by providing in 1 1 
8 ſuch a building proper accommodation for the India Board, and for Nt 
g the war department, whether it may be determined to continue the 4 
4 latter during peace or not. They are of opinion alſo,» that the bt 
E lower part of ſuch a building might be well appropriated - not only 1 
F for keeping ſeparately the papers and books belonging to theſe ſeveral 
y departments, but as a ſafe and proper depoſit for all maps, plans, 
f | charts, and defigns, which is very mueh wanted, and for all of which 
of the neceffary and ordinary inen e fre or wy injury. 
4 ſnould be provided. nat sil 
1 Your Committee are the more urgent upon this ſubject; from 
2 having obſerved that none of theſe proviſions do obtain, or can 
he eaſily be applied, for the preſervation of the moſt valuable and moſt 
N important of our national archives, in the antient feeble and 
Ve ruinous, though ſpacious building in which they are now depoſited. 
2 The arrangement of them is perfect, but, placed in caſes of wood, 
e- they are not ſecure againſt fire, and ſcarcely againſt the common a- 
1 cidents of weather. Nor can the protection or condenienee which 
ys the conſtant reſidence of a clerk would give, and which'is-ſuggeſigd 
Ds by the Commiſſioners, and acknowledged as moſt: deſirable by the 

Secretaries of State, be obtained, unleſs the building itſelf,» by-its 
of ſtate of repair, was rendered more fit for the purpoſes of habitation. 
ef- Indeed, unleſs the papers | themſelves could be placed in ftone\ re- 
ach ceſſes, with ſuch precautions as are uſually taken by inviduals for 
we” the preſervation” of what they deem valuable, even the protection 
. which would be given by the conſtant reſidence vf one of the 


officers in the Houſe? yy > Attcrided ' with additiong] danger of 
has another ſoft. TL TR(QG3 13 TEM 8 f * 1¹³0 "© #5 IfN9C * egit 
Four Committee have obſerved with ſome -regret;-that-theroffite 

| of Secretary of State for foreign affairs has been in three uifferent 
tÞ1s fituations* Within tfle laſt fifteen years, and that both thiscoffiee; s 


ven a that od "the war a are ſtill in Pei tr houſus, and 
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EA TATA 
| ſubjeR therefore to the will and caprice of the qyners. t is s neither 
Rfitting on convenient Se FE of the principal wget or ane 
eee e eee ud 
„The ſaving Which abt geerue” from e 2 Melee 
lee or all theſe : offices; ſituate on land belonging to the 
Crown, are, in the firſt place, the rents now paid, or which' right 
be obtained fur the two offices of Seeretaries of State, ſor the foreign 
and war department, and the State: paper office, and' which may 
he, eſtimated, at leaſt, at gol. per zunum; next, the ſuppreſſian 5 
of the ofthe: of librarian in the home department, with à falary of 
gol. per annum, which would then become unneceſſary; and 
laſtly, a redudtion in the number of the menial officers now attached 
dd cheſe ſeparate departments, and which naw confiſt of two offioe- 


\ keepers, and a houſekeeper, in each of the offices of the Secretaries = 


of State, à houſekeeper and chamber-keeper in the office of the 
Board of Control, and a houſckeeper in the State: paper offer; + in 
A twelve | perſons, ſome of whom would probably become un- 
negeſſary i in this approximation of the offices. The expence of 
attaining this object might, perhaps, be diminiſhed, by taking ad- 
vantage of any vacancies which may take place in public build- 
ings, at . applied to other purpoſes, for which they may 
be leſs neceſſary 


4. The plan adopted * ſecuring the payment of fees upon chili. 


— — appears to your Committee to depend rather on 
the perſonal exertions and influence of an individual with the rcgi- 
meytal agents, than upon any official arrangement, which ſhould be 
effectual to its own purpoſe at all times, and in any ha nds, and not 
aus its ſucceſs to accidental connection or communication.” 

It appears to your Committee, that it cannot bi difficult to form 
ſuch. an offieial plan, by a proper concert either between the Seere- 
tary, of State's office, and that of the War · office, or of the Paymaſter- 

general, by which: the fees on commiſſions might at all times be ſe- 
cured) by a ſtoppage of the pay, without having recourſe to the 
. ſeverity. of penalties propoſed by the Commiſſioners, to the expence 
now incurred, of two and half per cent. on tlie collection of theſe 

— to the danger of relapſing again under other management 
into the abuſe which before obtained. The principal reaſon of the 

delay which; has: taken place in the payment of theſe fers, atid'which 

is not wholly.done away, appears to be, that the regimental agents, 
though charging; the amount of theſe fees to their principals, with- 

hold the payment of them from Government” to ke paint” other 

charges, which-they either have, or claims to have/4againſt Govern- 
en een, aig the ee which they are evticeyned.. 
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gelect; but as the commiſſions are derived from the grace of the 
Crown, a accorded to . perſons who are in the pay of the Public, f it 
ought not, to be difficult, ow ſuch- a . ſanctton, t 


SS +4 &* 


pay ald, in the rſt * be ebend, as Would make goed 


the, amount of the fees due on every commiſſion. 


5. On inſpecting the aceounts of the offices for thb home and 
foreign, departments, it will appear that the. foreign office is ſtated 
fo have received, in the year 1795, 11,8211. 28. 104d. as its third 
part of the fee fund of that year, while the home department ap- 


— " — 


pears to have received only 11, 180l. 13s. od. The reaſon of this 
difference is explained in the appendix. It bis ariſen from a dif- 
ferent mode not only of keeping the accounts, but of diſpoſing of the 
ſurplus, after. paying the eſtabliſhment of the particular office. 'The 
home and the war departments, after paying their ſeveral eſtabſiſh- 
ments for the year, have added this ſurplus to the fee fund of the 
following year, and taken their diviſion upon the whole ſo a- 
mented ; in the foreign office it has been deemed expedient to re- 
ſerve Any, ſuch ſurplus. to meet any occafional ann in the 


office. . 


Lor the ſake however of tg and perſpicuity in this account, 


your Committee cannot belp thinking that it would be defirable chat : 


one uniform mode were adopted. There does in fact appear to Be 


ſome fort of perplexĩty, and much unneceſſary trouble rann | 


of this triple diviſion which has been eftabliſhed. 
Your Committee obſerving that the whole of. the fees reve ived 
in the home department, in the moſt productive year of war, 


ſcarcely excecds the whole of the expence incurred by the office in 


that ear, under the ſeveral heads of eſtabliſhment, incidents, ſta 
tionary,, meſſengers, and contingencies, and that it falls even hort 
of the whole ex pence, if in it be, included the amount of wle kee. 
ſervice money expended in that department within that peris 
confidering alſo that the fees in time of peace muſt in each" 6f le 
departments fall very ſhort of the expence of their eſtabliſnments; 
and that the Poſt· office allowances and profits of the Gatette would, 


together with. the fees uſually; received in the foreign office in Wii 
by PEACE, be ag nearly as poſſible adequate to the third portion of 


fees and allowances, to which that office is by the preſent arranges" 


ment entitled; they cannot on all theſe conſiderations! forbear” fo 


kunden as an expedient that would ſave much -unntcetlity trouble; 

to. appropriate the, whole of the Poſt - office allowances and profits ef 
the S to the ; 1 of the eſtablihment of the foreign öffice 
2 


Some, tegillative.proviſion may [poſſibly wo e ener to remedy this 
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hes Ons here. gers but « one u ect more rllathve to theſe offices, 
upon which, your ommittee think it neceſſary to make at- Preſent any 
gblervarign; 1 and tl that is the labject d f the weſſengere: "A'wr nfiderable 
e has, f in t. opinion of of your Committee bee made by 
"detachi th e meſſengers | to be employed by the SES, of « State 
"from, the 784 of the Lord Chamberlain, and p putting them exelu- 
Kvely, under, the appointment, control, and payment of thoſe who 
are to ; employ. them. But ſi milar rea ons to thoſe which” induced 


425 e Secretarics of State to propoſe that ſeparation fr from the office of 


,to induce. them to go lil farther, and to attach particularly to each 
80 ice ſuch a number. of thele. meſſengers 3 AS "may b be neceffary' for 
"their ore nary.  occafion ions z reſervin however, a power '8' each ' e- 

; Eretary, of State to comm ng ANY, 'of. Wi attached t to the's ther offices, 
Moon's a deficiency of their own.” . .. Hs 5 

4 The Ws however, of eich, though” checked” by ine 0 IF 25 
J. th 10 d An dee a 
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of the foreign office ſhould always be made matter of promotion 
from the other offices, at the alternate recommendation of the Se- 
eretaries of State, and that every meſſenger ſhould have given proofs 
of his diligence, and acquired ſome experience in the home fervice 
before he ſhould be employed in the foreign. A return to the home 
ſervice might ſtill be reſerved as a reſource for thoſe whoſe inereaſ- 
ing age and decreaſing aQivity might render ſuch a retreat deſirable : z 
and finally, the places of chamber. keeper might conſtitute the laſt 


quiet reward for faithful ſervice previous to entire fi uperannuation. 


Your Committee agree with the Secretaries of State, that no 
perſons, from their ſituation, can be more fit or competent to judge 
of the propriety of the charges brought forward by the meſſengers, 
than the under ſecretaries or chief clerks in the offices by which they 
are employed, and they think that the examination and R of 
their accounts cannot be in better hands. 


Much attention appears to have been given by the chief clerks 


in each of theſe departments, to eſtabliſh regularity in this particu- 


lar; but your Committee do not find tha: either of the offices of 


the Secretaries of State are in poſſeſſion of any official document or 
regulation, ſufficiently comprehenſive to ſerve as their guide, in the 
control of the bills which are offered. to them for payment, in All 
the caſes which may occur. 

The offices themſelves, as well as the public, ſeem to be much 
indebted to the integrity and ſcrupulous accuracy of the perfons who 
have ſucceſſively aGed as private agents to the meſſengers, (and who 


have continued to make out thoſe bills according to ancient eſta- 
bliſhed prices, furniſhing thereby models and ſtandards of control 


for the offices) that much abuſe has not crept in on the demolition 
of the antient ſyſtem of control which obtained under the clerk of 
the cheque and the treaſurer of the great chamber, before time has 
been given to perfect and complete the new ſyſtem. The ſubject 
however appears to your Committee to, require ſome farther official 
inveſtigation and regulation. Perhaps if all agents aAd captains of 
packets, and all foreign miniſters, to whom in the progreſs of their 
journies a meſſenger ſhould be particularly directed, were inftrufted 
to furniſh him with a certificate on the ſame ſheet of paper of the 
tme of arrival and departure, i it might aſſiſt the general object of 
control; and to aid a general regulation upon the ſubjeck, all the 
King's miniſters abroad might be called. upon to furniſh the foreign 
office with the actual rates and uſual modes of travelling 1 in the leve- 
ral countries in which they refide. But in making any "fuch gene- 
ral egulation, it would be neceſſary always t to Keeps in view, © at as 
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the truſt which is repoſed in them is conſiderable, and the duty 
which they execute is important, the payment ſhould be liberal. 

Vour Committee eannot quit this ſubje& without obſerving, with 
regret, that the ſituation of public affairs has prevented the regula- 
tion laid down by the Secretaries of State for the quarterly payment 
of theſe officers from being carried into effect. Before the abolition 
of the office of the treaſurer of the great chamber, it is ſtated, that 
they were regularly paid every fortnight. From the nature of the 
charge and their ſituation in life, it is highly expedient that ſteps 
ſhould be taken to prevent their being expoſed to the inconveniences 
which reſult from long arrears, and for which the public muſt and 
ought always to expect finally to pay. No circumſtance contri. 
butes more eſſentially to eaſe of ſervice, economy of expenditure, 
and efficacy of control, than the prompt, n and frequent pay. 
ment of juſt demands. 


-Fuly 19th, 1797 · 
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| SEVENTEENTH REPORT. 


ADMIRALTY BOARD, NAVY BOARD, NAVY PAY- 
OFFICE, and MARINE PAY-OFFICE. 


—_—_—— a * 


Wok Committee having proceeded to examine the A 
under the departments of the Admiralty Board, the Navy Board, 
the Navy Pay-office, and the Marine Pay-office, with a view to 
aſcertain, 1ſt, Whether any, and what, permanent ſyſtem of regula- 
tions has been adopted, in conſequence of the ſuggeſtions of the 
Commiſſioners of Inquiry on the ſubject of theſe branches of the 
public ſervice ; 2dly, Whether any, and what, increaſe or diminu- 
tion of ſalaries and other expences of eſtabliſhment has taken place 
fince the year 1782; and 3dly, What farther meaſures can be 
adopted for reducing the public expenditure in theſe departments, 
without detriment to the public ſervice ; are enabled to report— 


$ 1. f 
1. That it does not appear that any ſyſtem of regulations has 
taken place in conſequence of the ſuggeſtions of the Commiſſioners 
of Inquiry, by order of Council or otherwiſe, as far as reſpects 
the departments of the Admiralty Board and Marine Pay-office, or 
that any reports upon them, with that view, have hitherto been 


made by the Board of Admiralty to the Privy Council, although the 


order of reference to them for that purpoſe bears date fo long ago as 


January the 12th, 1792; a circumſtance, of which the following 


explanation Is given in a letter from the Secretary of the Admiralty 


to your Committee, dated June the 29th, 179%, which ſtates, 

That their Lordſhips conceived the eſtabliſhment propoſed by 
the Commiſſioners to be inadequate to the execution of the 
duties of that important and extenſive department ; and that the 
ſalaries propoſed to be allowed to the ſecretaries and clerks were 
by no means ſufficient to compenſate them for their conſtant and 

e laborious ſervices.” - . ; 
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Ach ſeveral regulations. Which have, taken plage in 


10 PARLIAMENTARY 
" How far this n may be deemed a fatisfaQory rene your 


Committee ſubmit to the Jjudgernent of the Houſe! © 


8 2 With reſpect” to the Naey Board,” however, it appears; that 3 in 
nfequence of a a report from the Board of Admiralty; bearing: date 
Va 2d, 1796, His Majeſty in Council has been pleafed to eſta- 
bliſh a new ſyſtem for the office of Commiſſioners of the Navv and 


their department, founded upon, and in all material parts conform: 


able to the ſuggeſtions of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry; and as 
far as your Committee can judge, the regulations ſo adopted are 
likely to be conducive to the public ſervice. According to the lead- 
ing principle of this new ſyſtem, the Commiſſioners, inſtead of pre- 
ſiding over diſtin departments, are formed into Committees, and 
the buſineſs is ſo divided as to admit of competent officers in each 
branch,” poſſeſſing time and opportunity to examine, digeſt,- and 
conduct the parts allotted to them, {ubjea ultimately, however, to 
the opinion of the Board at large. The moſt important papers 


on this ſubje are inſerted in the Appendix, from whence the de- 


tails. of the preſent plan and arrangement of the Navy Board will 
de eaſily underſtood. 
3. With reſpect to the Navy Pay: office, it appears from a letter 
7 the preſent Treaſurer of the Navy to the Board of Admiralty, 
dated May 1 ach, 1797, and inſerted in the Appendix, that no 
regulations were adopted in that office, in purſuance of the fourth 
Report? of the Commiſſioncrs of Inquiry; but ſeveral were made 
in conſequence of the ſaid Treaſurer's judging, it neceffary to alter 
and extend the mode of executing the buſineſs of his department, 
from the great accumulation of buſineſs which, had been thrown 
into it by tho ſeveral acts of Parliament © for the better regulating 
.-$-the payment of wages to the officers and ſcamen of the Royal 
% Navy. And it is particularly repreſented to your Committee, 
that à very material object of the regulations, made in the year 
186, was tv: bring up the accounts in arrear of ex. treaſurers 


of the Navy, and at the ſame time to prevent any ſuch arrears. 


Winde the accounts from again taking. place; that this Was the 
ie ground of eſtabliſhing that branch in the office diſtinguiſhed by 
the name of the accountant's branch; in conſequence of which, 


e ata very moderate annual expence, à perfect regularity and 
1158; promptitude in aceounting is eſtabliſned, and. large contingent | 


Tate ft=. 


- 16: ſums;:accuſtomed to be paid by the public on.t the completion of 
21i$% each j aof i ac nom rendered, unneceſſary ; and that the 
the” of abliſhment 


cen f this offer have wende ewe l Fareyjng, thoſe, bene 
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« ßeial aQts into full effect, and have _ advanced the 
« execution of the. public, ſervice j in this department,” 8 T. be fal 
extent and nature of theſe regulations, in this important and 
extenſive. office, will be beſt ſeen by referring. to .His _ Majeſty's 
orders in Council of the 9th of, Auguſt 17,85, and of the Toth 
of June 1795, by the former of which che Navy Pay- office was 
placed on its preſent eſtabliſnment, and by the latter, a new pay 
branch for ſeamen's tickets, in compliance wich an act of Par- 


liament (for that amel. was created. h „ 


28 Fol 


"Yoo Committee farther report, 1. That on the tiewd | abi in- 
ereaſe or diminution of ſalaries, &. fince the year 1782, with-re- 
ſpect to the Admiralty-office, there has been an increaſe of ſalarics 
or emoluments'to the amount of 5761 51. per annum, and a dimi- 
nution within the ſame period, amounting to 290l. per annum, 
making a total increaſe of 5,3251. per annum. This inereaſed 
expence ariſes, partly from an augmentation in the number of clerks, 
and partly from an increaſe of ſalary to ſome of thoſe clerks who 
were formerly on the eſtabliſhment, originating in the great increaſe 
of buſineſs during the war, but which is likely to admit of ſome | Te- 


duction on the reſtoration of peace: the increaſed expence, however, 
is principally owing to the creation of three new offices in tie Ad- 


miralty department; I. that of hydtographer, amounting to 658l. 
per annum ; 2. that of inſpector of telegraphs, amounting to 30ol. 
per annum; by that of inſpector general of naval eee 
aſſiſtants, amounting to 2,700. per annum ig aff} mon? 

2. On the head of inereaſe or diminution of fades; ba. fine 
the year 1782, in the department of the Navy Board, zit appears, 


that there has been an inereaſe of office expenee, amounting to 


18 87 71. per annum, and a diminution within the ſame period 
amounting to 5, 19 21. per annum, leaving a total augmnemation of 
charge equal to 12,6851. per annum; for the particulars of this 
ſtatement, as well as for a complete account of the eſtabliſhment of 


this office | in the years 1782, 1795, 1796, and 179, your Com- 


mittee be; ene to refer to the papers annexed to this report. On 


theſe documents it may be obſctved, that che principal diminution 


took place in the year 1 785 ande 1 787, being years of prace,] when 


F properly taken to reduce two extræ CUhmiſ- 


* 1935 


vacancy of one ſurveyor, Which then occurred, as well as to make 


ſome other lefg material Tetretichttients' in the offioc eſtahliſhment. 
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In 1788, it was thought neceflary to re-appoint one extra Com- 
miſſioner, and ſince the breaking out of the preſent war, and eſpe- 
cially ſince the new ſyſtem took place in 1796, under His Ma- 
jeſty's orders in Council, the conſiderable annual expence above- 
mentioned has been incurred, the whole of which is now borne 
upon the ordinary of the navy; all fees taken in the office 
being carried to a general fund on account of the public, inſtead 
of being applied, as before, to the profit of particular officers of 
the Board. 

. On the head of increaſe or 3 of unde &c. Cc 
the year 1782, in the Navy Pay- office, it appears, from the papers 
inſerted i in the appendix, that there has been an increaſe of office 
expence, amounting to 5,070l. 1 28. per annum, and a diminu- 
tion, within the ſame period, of 4561. 11s. gd. leaving a total 
augmentation of charge equal to 5, 21 4l. os. 3d. per annum. The 
particulars and reaſons of this increaſed expence are ſtated in the 
paper referred to. On this your Committee obſerve, that the 


principal additional charge aroſe from the new eſtabliſhment of pro- 


er officers, with competent ſalaries, to carry into execution two acts 
of the 35th of his preſent Majeſty, enabling ſeamen to allot a part 
of their wages for their families, and for the more ſpeedy and punc- 
tual payment of the officers, & c.; proviſions of the Legiſlature 
equally uſeful and beneficent ; and your Committee beg leave to 
ſubjoin the copy of the examination taken before them, containing 
more detailed information on this ſubject, and evincing the utility of 
thoſe meaſures. It likewife appears that none of the officers ſubor- 
dinate to the Treaſurer of the Navy are in the receipt of any emolu- 
ments arifing from places, penſions, or other employments under Go- 
vernment ; and that ſome diminution in the number of clerks em- 
ployed (which mult vary according to the nature and extent of buſi- 
Fn to Ay tranſacted) may be expected to take place on the return 
of 
4. With reſpect to the Marine Pay- office, the heads of which 
ebene appear in the general return of the eſtabliſhment of 
the Admiralty ; and the particulars of any increaſe / or diminution. 
in the expence of which, ſince 178 2, are ſtated in another docu · 
meat inſerted in the appendix ; your Committee obſerve, that this 
office ſeems 50 have remained nearly upon the ſame footing as for- 
merly, the principal increaſe of expence fg time to time arifing, 
2 augmentation of the pay maſter's 
Which has hitherto been again reduced in the return, of peace. 


Vopr r Committee, cannot but take notice, that, the obſer xations and, 


ob o bobadt 


lary in time; of war, 
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. ſuggeſtions of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry relating to this office, 
. appear to be of conſiderable weight, and welt worthy Oe attention 
p of the Boafd of a | 
: $ 3- 
e Vour Comm 3 having proceeded to examine into the preſent 
1 ablifhractie of the Board of Admiralty, with a view to confider, 
f as their duty pointed out to them, whether any retrenchment or 

reduction of office expence whatever can be made in the fame, 
e conſiſtently with the public ſervice, have thought proper to annex 
8 to this report the papers from which may be ſeen what were the 
e eſtabliſhed and incidental expences of the Admiralty- office for one 
— year, un Decotnber 31ſt, 1796, viz. 
= #5 „ 
e Eftablithment - 28,343 18 0 
= 0.1 ee eee 2 
je Igsncidents 2 „ 


together with the various ſalaries and emoluments appertaining to 
the ſame, and what proſpect there is of any farther reduction. On 
theſe papers, your Committee think it their duty to obſerve, that 
the number of the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty (exclufive of the 
firſt Commiſſioner) is ſtated to be fix, and that no reduQion is 
mentioned as likely to take place : but your Committee think it 
worthy of conſideration, whether, if upon the reſtoration of peace 
ſuch a conſiderable reduction of the actual force of the Navy ſhall. 
have been made, as very materially to diminiſh the buſineſs of this 
Board, ſome reduction, both in the number of Commiſſioners and 
perſons employed in this department, may not take place confiltently 
with the public ſervice. | | 
On the inereaſed 'expence of office eſtabliſhment, your Com- 
mittee think it their duty to obſerve; 1ſt, That the appointment 
of an hydrograper to the Board of Admiralty, inveſted with the 
charge of all eharts, plans, maps, &c? and endowed: with a compe- 
tent ſalary, appears to have been highly proper, and likely to con- 
duce to the public ſervice. | | 
2dly, That the appointment of an inſpector of telegraphs; 
whoſe' ſalary,” it is ſuppoſed,” can form but a ſmall part of the 
whole expence of that ingenious and, in time of war, highly” 
- uſeful * eftablifſhmenr, "(the amount of which your" Committe; 
however, hade had no meatis of aſcertaining) appears to have been 
benefieial to the publie ſervice as a temporary office, to "ceaſe" in 


time of peace, as it is ſtated to your Committee” mat N 15 an 
tended to do. 
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ez dlz Wich regard . an iaſpector of naval 


works; the authority. creating, it. and the reaſons. for its ereatiqn, 
are, to. be ound in the. Appepdix to this Report: and. your Com- 
mittec canngt Hut obſerve, that, in a maritime. country, which re- 

es: for its public force and defence. principally « on its Navy , ſome 
Folk, of this kind may be highly expedient, and even 
neceflary ;z, and particu] ly. far the control and ſuperintendanee 


« of the conſtruction ot. docks, lips, baſons, jetties, and other 


44 works, ſubſervient to the conſtruction and equipment of ſhips 
« of war, as of all buildings of different deſeriptions necetfary 
. for the convenient reception and preſervation of the public 


4 ſſores; * for which important objects heretofore nd peculiar, 


ſyſtematic, and ſcientific mode of inſpection and management ap- 
pears to have been provided. Your Committee do not feel 
themſelves competent to form a decided opinion reſpecting the 
benefit which may be expected from the other duties of this office ; 
but the object propoſed by it is ſo eſſential to the intereſts of this 


country, that though the experiments to be made with that view 


ought to be carried on, and their reſults adopted with all the 
caution due to its importance and extent, they think every mea- 
ſure for the improvement of naval architecture is deſerving of the 
greateſt encouragement. 

With deere to the incidental expenees of the Admiralty- 
office, though they appear very large (amounting in the laſt year 
to about 20, cool.), yet as ſeveral of them are caſual, and 


ariſing out of a ſtate of war, it may be reaſonably expected, that 


on the return of peace a very conſiderable reduction uy take place 
on this head. 

Your Committee think they cannot conclude he ſubject of 
the Admiralty-office, without lating it 'to be their opinion, that 
the ſuggeſtions of the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, in their third 
Report, as far as relates to the fees of office being received, ac- 
counted for, and applied in- aid of the general expence of this 
office (as is done. in ſeveral other departments of the State) are well 
worthy of attention, and ought to be carried into execution. 

Your Committce have already ſtated it as their opinion, that the 
alterations recommended in the Navy-office by the Commiſſioners 
of Inquiry, approved of in genera] by the Admiralty Board, and 


| finally adopted and ratified by His Majeſty in Council, were wife 


and proper; and it farther appears to them, that the“ additional 
expence to the public cannot be conſidered as uſeleſs or un- 


neceſſary, being applied to completing an arrangement likely to 


Err, 


be ſerviceable” to the public: the fees received in the office, and 
which are now carried to the credit of the public, will probably in 
a conſiderable degree (in time of war at leaſt) counterbalance this 
increaſed charge on the eftabliſhment.” And your Committee ob- 
ſerve, from a letter tranſmitted to their Chairman from'the Navy 
Board, dated June 26, 1797, and inſerted in the Appendix, that 
ſome material retrenchment in this office may be expected to take 
place on the reſtoration of peace, amounting to about 5, oool. per 
annum, by diſcontinuing ſome of the extri Commiſſioners of the 
Navy, together with the temporary naval eſtabliſhments abroad, and 
by 1 ſuch temporary clerks as may have been a 
during the War. 


| Fahy 1 wn 1797. 
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 TRANSPORT-OFFICE. 


Ll F 4 -* 


I HE Tranſport-office is a newly-created Board, and was inſti- 
tuted in July 1794, at firſt for the ſupcrintendance, of the tranſport 
ſervice only; but to that employment has ſince been added the 


manaecment of the omen of war, in health, at home and 
abruad. 


3 


The eſtabliſhment conſiſts at preſent of five commiſſioners, a 
ſeeretary, fix clerks, a ſurveying officer, an inſpecting officer, two 
ſtorekeepers, fix meſſengers and porters, and a houſckeeper, with 
eleven clerks in the department of prifoners of war. Your Com- 


mittee have annexed a detailed account of the ſpecific duty of each. 


of the offices ; and a ſtatement of the other employments, places, or 
penſions which the ſeveral officers upon this eſtabliſhment hold under 
Government: / | 
The 1 duty of this office, ſo far as relates tothe tranſ- 
port ſervice, uſed to be performed by the Commiſſioners of the 
Navy; except in ſome inſtances, where the Ordnance or other de- 
|  partments hired the tranſports wanted for their own immediate ſer- 
_ vice: and the preſent Tranſport Board ſtate to your Committee, 
that they have purſued the modes of engaging tranſports which were 
practiſed by the Navy Beard when the tranſport ſerviee Was under 
dis directions; but, from the very great extent to which the tranſ- 
port ſervice has been carried during the preſent war, it was thought 
expedient to conſtitute a diſtinct Board, to tranſact the buſineſs of 
that extenfive branch of the naval ſervice ; and from the unpa- 
ralleled extent to which that ſervice has been carried during mme pre- 


ſent war, it appears highly proper that every poſſible eliceb and eon- 
trol; chould be put over ſo vaſt an expenditure of the public money. 


It appears to your OO, N dude the'inftieutivns of this 
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Board, which took place in July 1794, to 22d June 1797, the 
tonnage of veſſels, hired as regular tranſports for four or fix months 
certain, amounting to 99, 656 tons; that the tonnage of the veſſels 
hired on freight for ſerviee amounted to 1 284566 tons; making 
the whole tonnage 278, 216; and that the total expenditure for 
this ſervice, this peri, has amounted to 4,088,5241. 

38. 5d. * — ihe 


1 


The total expence of this eſtabliſhment, for the year 1796, is 
ſtated to have been as follows : : 


Salaries and allowances _ — L. 8,838 12 0+ 
Travelling charges and extra pay to officers „ HH OL 
| _— 1 — 18 bo 583 TH 6 


x 1 2 


Total paid by the public C. 13,329 19 8 


The fees which were received from individuals 
amounted, in the tranſport department, to (. 2,1 28 * 6 
Ditto priſoners of war, to — " 4 Ws 85 1 


making together 2, 242. 158.; out of which 
ſum there has been paid to clerks 1,6gol., —_ 1999: 


for taxes on ſalaries 3341. 7s. 6d., which is ans . | 4 1670 : 
ried forward to the account of the year 1797. * 511 to 
Deducting therefrom the ſum of £-4% 1329, es 8 9 


The taxes paid to Govern- 3% $613 45 1 $1 


and the . carried 3 


80 8 ** 
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This expence to the ankle, for the year ny TTY 5 xd 
en to have been 4 12350 * 14 


. 8 3. : g 5 þ a 2 N 10 by 
How far this Bone has t eos to lefſen the mats this 


expenditure: in this article, or to forward the due execution of the 
ervice, beyond what the Commiſſioners of the Navy might have 
done, if it had continued under their direction, is a point vpon 
wehtun Committee have not the means of forming. any. opi- 
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' nion; but as tie Board was conſtituted for the expreſs purpbſe of 0 


f —_— che trenſport ſervice, ancd of care and cuſ- 2 
Fa the-prif priſonets, during the war, it is preſumed. that the dura- 5 
15 tion of the eſtabliſnment will not be longer than the continuance of 20 

Wl the war; at the termination--of which, no. reaſon appears to your 1 
* Committee, why the tranſport ſervice may not be put wholly under ow 
vg the direction of the Commiſſioners of the Navy, as recommended Elo 

0 by the Commiſfioners of Inquiry in their Report on tht office; and $] 
15 the expence of a ſeparate Board for: the tranſport fervice be ſaved, 5 
12 without any detriment to the — 
is Tu \ off 1797. p 
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SECRETARY AT WAR, COMPTROLIERS OF ARMY 
-- * ACCOUNTS, and PAYMASTER-GENERAL. . 


— 


Your COMMITTEE, in proceeding to examine the offices 

of Secretary of War, Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, and Pay- 

maſter-general of the Forces, conceive that they ſhall be enabled 

to diſcharge their duty with more perſpicuity by including them in 

one view, than if each had been made the ſubject of a diftina 

report. | | | 
; 81. 

Reſpecting the regulations and checks which have been applied, 
in order to control the publie expenditure in theſe departments, and 
how far the ſame have been effectual, your Committee think it 
moſt convenient to ſtate diſtinctly, 1. What have been the regula- 
tions and checks; and, 2. How far they appear to have been 
effectual. | | | 

1. On entering into the firſt queſtion, they obſerve, that the 
examination of accounts, both in the office of the Secretary at War, 
and in that of the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, is, gene- 
rally“ ſpeaking, previous to the iſſue or payment of money; the 
examination of all accounts ſubſequent to payment, if the perſons 
receiving - money become thereby public accountants, comes under 
the Commiſſioners for auditing the public accounts, and belongs to 
another head of Inquiry. "= 


SECRETARY AT WAR. 


Your Committee beginning with the office of the Secretary at 


War, have obtained a general deſcription of the nature of the ac- 


% | 


— * ? | * ITO 
— 


The Comptrollers in certain caſes audit finally, as appears in the 22d 
Report of this Committee, The Examine. of the Army Accounts alſo 


decides tinally on the allowance or diſallowance of charges in the contin- 


gent accounts of regiments, 
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| counts which come into his office, and the form of the examination 
they undergo there. The firſt head confifts of the annual accounts 
cf the ardinaty and incidental charg es of eſtabliſhed. regiments ;. the 
ſecond may not naccurately be dened to be regimental extraordi- 
naties, or incidental expenees more properly belonging to eſtabliſhed 
corps than to the army in general, which latter are known by the 
term ( Extraordinaries of the Army.” All claims made by the 
regimental agents come under the inſpection of the © Examiner, of 
the Army Accounts,” to whoſe office they are tranſmitted of. courſe, 
in virtue of a general delegation of that duty to him by the Secre= 
tary at War; after his examination and report, the Secretary at 
War, in many inſtances, orders partial ifſues of money by letter to 
the Paymaſter-general. No final payment is made, except under 
the authority * à warrant counterfi igned by the *Secretary at - War, 
and in thoſt inftances by three Lords of the Treaſury. The regi· 


conducted, have inferted the following papers in their Appendix: - 
1. The eſtabliſhment of a regiment. 
2d. The warrant from the War-office to make out debentures, 
with the ftate of charges annexed. 
The debenture made up at the Pay- office. 
Kik. The final or clearing warrant. 1 
"th: "The Fay. office ſtate. | 8 


Treats, and which thy have annexed to 10 report. 5 


ino yl {$JO19 113g +45 id 


-COMPYROPL.ERS Or ARMY KECOUNTS. | 


Jour Committee, in proceeding to the examination of the duty 
of the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, as tending to regulate” 


aſcertained that they are a Board, to which accounts relating to the 
Extraordinaxies of the Army are referred previous to payment, have 
called. for. information on this ſubje both from the Oommiſſioners 
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explanatipne. and ac they, mutually tend to clucidate/eactr-other; they 
haygyghoughtalt Avichcr-afcleſa:or--unneceffary 40- amex 


24 20007 12 2111 inst Av, 


*, 


— 


mental agents account finally to the Secretary at ER... Io 
Your Committee, defirous of giving a clear deſcription, of the, 
forms under which all payments derived from the eſtabliſhment. are 


»>»S2334 


. 5 { 
OP 7 | wH3 7 ” - . 


. 
of 5 1.4 34 1 


and check. the. expenditure under the head of Army Services, having 


of the Treaſury and the Comptrollers. They find, on un eami- 
 natign.from, the returns of theſe officers, that they neteſfariy cotiin 
a repetition, of the ſame facts and-remarks, yet as bach is clear in its 
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A very confiderable proportion 1 the extraprdinaries, of the 
amy, namely, upwards gf 1,000,000. in the laſt year, appearing 
to have been paid, as it is, termed, © without Account.“ Your 
Committee | have, thought | it their duty to call for a, diſtin explana- 
tion of the meaning of pay ments made witbout Account, a8 
diftiriguiſhed from money paid ſubje& to Account.“ They find 
by the Treaſury return, that the claims of perſons for ſervices to be 
paid without account are ſubject to a ſtrict examination, by every 
means which can elucidate: the caſe, before the Comptrollers of 
Army Accounts, in ſuch queſtions as come under their cognizance.. 
Specific ſervices, which require no ſubſequent examination, are ſo 
paid; VIZ. I. Services or pay at rates authorized by ſome previous 
inſtrument; 2. Subſidies and pay of foreign troops; 3. Putehaſes 
or ſervices which undergo a competent examination before payment; 
4. Balances of ſettled accounts. The perſons ſo receiving, do not 
become public. accountants, i. e. are not liable to account a ſecond 


ume, and finally, before the Commiſſioners for auditing the public 


accounts. Perſons receiving money on account are, public military 
officers, commifſaries and contraRors at home and abroad, who, in 


addition to an examination of their claims before advances are 


made, account finally alſo as public accountants before. the: Com, 


miſſioners. 


With regard to the regulations and checks applied to ond the 
expences known by the term extraordinaries of the army, your Com- 


mittee have thought it adviſeable to diſtinguiſh thoſe which origi- 


nate at Home, from thoſe which are wholly, incurred Abroad, as 


being paid in a different manner, and being ſubject to regulations 1 
and checks nor only different in their form, but probably in ſome 


degree in, Aber, - Fthcacy, from, thoſe applied to foreign expen- 
dure. 

The, particular expences, under the head of Ertrsordinaries of 
the, Army ineyrted at Home, are 1ſt. On accoutit of (proviſions 
aud ſtores purchaſed at home for the uſe of troops ſerving at home 


or abroad. When theſe articles are ſupplied by! cbntraels bn ad- 


vertiſements from the Freaſury, the tenders ate referred to the 
Comptrollers, and the doweſt bidder being aſcertaĩ ned, the terms of * 
the, contra} axe ſettled by them, in the doing which every care is 
taken to enſuxe the due execution of the ſervice, and prevetit frauds” 
and abuſgs;- 2A. On account uf bread, wood, ſtraw, and' forage, 
which are. ho ſupplied for the uſe of the camps in Great Britain 


by faaall;loeal nB made, by commiſſaries appcinted for this > 


—_ and acting under inſtructions prepared by the Comptrollets 
of the Army Accounts, one condition whereof has been, that the 
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e article. contratted for hould wem In the contrac- 
tox till the ſame is. delivered to the troops. 3d. On account of 
bread. for troops in barracks, which is ſupplied on a commiſſion of 
two andi a half per cent. on the value, the perſon ſupplying being 
obliged, before he can obtain any payment, to make oath that he 
has not, directly or indirectly, received any profit ariſing from the 
price of the article: Ath. A farther head of this ſpecies of expen- 
diture ariſes. from the bills of the Apothecary-general for medicines 
and ſurgeons' inſtruments ſupplied by him for the uſe of every corps 
. ſerving at home or abroad: 5th, The remaining article (indepen- 
dent of all caſual claims for ſupplies furniſhed, or ſervices performed 
for His Majeſty's armies ſerving abroad or at home, which are re- 
ferred to the Comptrolters of Army Accounts) ariſes from the * 

ply of the invalid eloathing. 

All and every voucher proving the validity of alt for the ſup- 


ply of the above articles, namely, the certificates of quality, of price, 


from the proper officers, the receipts of the parties to whom they are 
officially delivered, with every ſpecies of proof connected with the 
eaſe, muſt be produced to the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, 
and is catefully examined by them before they adviſe any advance to 
be made on account; or any final payment to be directed for per- 
formance, of any of the above ſervices. The inſtrument directing 
any ſuch payment is a warrant addreſſed to the 5 ann 

and ſigned by three Commiſſioners of the Treaſurr. 
The Extraordi naries of the Army incurred Abroad are; firſt, 

the contingent and extraordinary expences of His Majeſty's Govern- 
ments, the charges of fortifications;' pay of Militia, &c. abroad. 
Theſe ſeveral expences are defrayed by the means of bills drawn by 
the Governors (to whom, as will appear hereafter, inſtructions for 
their condu are duly given) on the Treaſury, accompanied by 
4 ſpecification of the nature and particulars of the expenditure. 
Theſe bills with their explanation are referred, before their accep- 
tance; to the office of the Secretary of State, of the office having re- 
gular cognizatice of the nature and neceſſity of the ſervice for which 
the expenet was incurred; The quarterly accounts of the Governors 
ate referred to, and examined by the Comptrollers of the Army Ac- 
counts, who report their remarks thereon to the Board of Treafury. 
| Fheſc accounts undergo a ſecond examination, and n ene 
dy the Commiſſioners for auditing the public accounts. 


A ſecond ſpecies of expenditure, under this head, arifes from 


eaſual elaiens for foreign troops under treaties, and for extraordinary 
ſervices petfatmed. 'Fheſe treaties are — in the office'of the 
* of the EE an rand all claims depending 


thereo 
this c: 
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thereon are referred to them for their report by the Treafury. In 
this eaſe the: Cprrol lers compare the claim with} the bternis of the 
treaty; witli the ſchodule f the: perſons compoſiug each cbrps; 
with the rate of pay annencd to icheh rank; and with tlie möſter 
rolls certified by the Pritiſh vomſhiſſary of muſters. The ſurns 
from time to time due are e to the I n before amin 
ee nis 300 ni n= Dei line 1150 
The third: and laſt _—_ of * army: ſeivices cotifiſts: of the ex. 
a and \mlukiforjous any an of active; armies. 
ave tu of 401 mid 7 unit 
Four Cvmminie) have, in this inftdnee; conceived it to be ad. 
viſeable to refer to the: ſeventh report of the Commiſſioners ap- 
pointed by act of Parliament to ſtate the public aceounts, and find, 
that in the oourſe of their examination of this very extenſive queſ- 
tion, they recommended; 1ſt. That no military officer ſhould 
himſelf have à property or intereſt in any article which his duty 
obliged him to provide for the public ſervice; 2dly. that no pay- 
ment ſhould be made by the military officer belonging to any de- 
partment (ſueli as quarter, or barrack- maſter-· general, infpeQor of 
hoſpitals, commanding engineers, &c. &c.) but that every experice 
thould be paid by the Deputy Piymaſters-general, in purſuance of a 
warrant from the Commander/in Chief; Zdly. 'Þ hat-ali vouchers; 
proving any payment, ſhould be. ſubject to a'careful and ſpeedy 
examination by perſons * r Purpoſes vn the pot where 
the expence was incurred. 2 id boamgtt ba- 
Vour Committee have to utes Pre fink me e 
of the preſenit ht, 2the whole ſyſtem of conducting theſe ęxtraordi- 
nary expends. of drives ſerving abroad has vhdergonea careful re. 
viſſon, arid =llas, im many rtſpects, been materially alteren, and, as 
mae ee eee e of Idenngage to the 
publid iq,, Vb T of no (deni via 21% Hubnod 11943 
During Horner as, exeryzperſon at che heat bf _— 
ſugh as qudrtescand barrack: mafteregeneral, inſpector of- Hioſpit 
| commiſſuits and eummanding enginters, were alle ſeparatt NG 
tants be fore the aidditbrs;- money: being impreſted to each om gecomit, 
the,examinatibnicot! which: was neceſſarily delayed till a lor period 
after the ſerv ia was: performed. In the fees war, the whole: ef. 
the extra diaary portes of an army ſerving abroad are cbꝗuſted- 
byathe mheans of an Commiffarꝝ general; who: tecei ves α,, has 
charge of all proviſions and ſtures fegt for the uſe: of th trags from? 
thisceduntrys; bio! pudchaſes or provides, under? the direttion Af, 
or mdahnoureeaghtich, the: Commander in Chief! (without! whaſk; 3 
autiio iy aer HE ean-Hegperformed: or expence iticurned) fuah:arys} 
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| ticles as may be more conveniently obtained on the ſpot, and who is 
reſponſible for all monies, proviſions, or ſtores, whether aQually 
uſed, damaged, loſt, deſtroyed, or plundered, with the condition of 
procuring proper certificates to prove every mode of their conſump. 
tion before he can be difcharged therefrom. 

A Commiſſary of Aecounts alſo attends each army, where the 
numbers are of ſufficient importance, with a proper eſtabliſſiment, 
for the purpoſe of examining and controlling acccunts on the ſpot, 
both acting under inſtructions which will be hereaſter more particu- 
larly detailed. All monies for the ordinary ſervices of the army are 
obtained by the. means of bills drawn by the Deputy Paymaſter 
abroad on the Paymaſter-general, which bills are negotiated by the 
Commitlary-general, who is obliged to note the rate of exchange on 
the bill. All monies for extraordinaries are obtained by drafts of 
the Commiſſary- general on the Treaſury, which, on their arrival, 
are accepted, if drawn conformably to the rules laid down, as being 


in payment for ſervices ordered by the Commander in Chief, and 


the value of which have been previouſly examined and aſcertained 
by the Commiſſaries of Accounts on the ſpot. 

The Commiſſaries- general are. directed, from time to time, to 
make returns of the proviſions and ftores received by them from 
this country, and of ſuch as have been purchaſed by them, ſtating 
the numbers victualled. The Commiſſaries of Accounts alſo make 
returns of. their examination, and on theſe documents the Comp- 
trollers of the Army Accounts found the beſt inquiry into the ex- 
penditure which the nature of the ſubject admits of. 

The Commiſſaries- general and the Commiſſaries of Accounts are 


| appointed by. warrant under the King's ſigh manual, directing them 


to obey all inſtructions given them for the execution of their duty 
by the, Lords Commiſſioners of the Treaſury; which inſtructions, 
ſince the commencement of this war, have been prepared by the 
Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, under the orders, and ſubjected 
to the ſubſequent inſpection of the Treaſury. It appears that in- 
ſtructions are alſo 5 given by the Secretary of State for the war de- 
partment to all commanding officers abroad, to conduct the ſervice 
on which they are employed with the utmoſt regard to public 


economy. and punctuality in their accounts, and that a due attention 


to theſe points is generally enjoined on every ſuch occaſion. 

No extracts from theſe general inſtructions have been laid be- 
fore your Committee, the reaſons for which are ſtated in the papers 
annexed to this report; but the return to the order of your Com- 
- mittce has been confined to thoſe particular inſtances Where it be 


been juuged neceſſary to direct the general recommend v4” * 
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economy to ſome ſpecific object, or to notice ſome deviation 
from it. 

The papers relating to the above mating occaſionally applied 
to check the expenditure of the public money, under the direction 
of military officers and governors, and the inſtructions from the 
Treaſury to Commiſſaries- general and of Accounts, with the cor- 
reſpondence reſulting therefrom, and certain introductory obſerva- 
tions, are ſubjoined to this report, arranged according to the places 
where the ſervices occurred to which they ſeverally refer. 


CoN TIN ENT OF EUROPE. 


The expenditure of this branch of military ſervice has been con- 
ducted by Mr. Brook Watſon as Commiſſary-general, or, as he is 
deſcribed in the King's warrant, dated March 1ſt, 1793, ſuperin- 
tendant and director of forage, proviſions, neceffaries, and extraordi- 
naries of the army on the Continent : his inſtructions are dated the 
gth of the ſame month, and direct him to repair forthwith to the 
Continent, and take upon himſelf the ſuperintendance of the ſeveral 
departments, and confider himſelf as reſponſible for the expenditure ' 
of all money, proviſions, and ſtores ; to negotiate all bills drawn by 
himſelf for extraordinaries, and thoſe drawn by the Deputy Pay- 
maſter for the ordinary ſervice, at the moſt favourable rate, and 
lodge the value received by him, on account of both ſpecies of 
bills, with the ſaid Paymaſter; to obtain the authority of the 
Commander in Chief for all expences incurred, and to take writ- 
ten vouchers of the payment for each article purchaſed, and pro- 
cure a certificate from two reſpectable merchants on the ſpot, that 
the purchaſe was completed at the market price; all receipts to be 
ſigned by at leaſt one witneſs ; and to ſubmit the whole, on the 
ſpot, to the inſpection of ſuch perſons as may be appointed for that 
purpoſe ; to make up and tranſmit a copy of his caſh- account to 
the Treaſury every two months, with vouchers ; to keep an account 
of all proviſions and ſtores received and iſſued, to be examined and 
certified by the perſon appointed as above, ſubje& to the ſubſequent 
inſpection of the Commander in Chief; to obtain ſpecial certificates 
of all ſtores damaged, loſt, &c. before credit can be given for them 
in his account; to take ſpecial care of all ſtores, and give ſtrict di- 
rections to deputies, and to the ſame effect, as being himſelf — 
reſponſible for the whole; to obey. all farther inſtructions from the” 
Treaſury, or the Commander in Chief. 1 

It appears alſo to your Committee, that Charles Maſon, Ek 
was appointed Lommiltary of Accounts. to the army on as: Conti-+ 
Ee 2 
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nent, by warrant dated 21ft June 17933 and that on the gth of 
July following, inſtructions were given him by the Treaſury, to 
examine all accounts of the expenditure of the extraordinaries of 
the army; ; to ſee that every expence was authorized by the Com- 
mander in Chief, or, if not, to notify the ſame to the Commiſſary- 
general, and report ſuch unauthoriſed artiele to the Treaſury; 
to note the prices charged, the rate of exchange, and current value 
of each ſpecies of money in uſe ; and to obtain, when circumſtances 
admit, certificates of price, rate of exchange, and value of ſuch 
money, from two reſpectable merchants or magiſtrates on the ſpot ; 
to examine computations and caſtings, entering copies of account in 
a book, noting ſuch obſervations as may occur;* to examine, correct, 
and ſtate all accounts of the commiſſariate for the Commiſlary- 
general; to call on the Deputy Paymaſter-general every two months 
for an account of payments made for the extraordinaries of the 
army, with their vouchers, viz. the authority of the Commiſſary- 
general and the receipts of the parties, atteſted by at leaſt one cre- 
dible witneſs; to ſee that the Paymaſter has given credit for all ſtop- 
Pages ordered, or for the value of old, damaged, or captured ſtores, 
fold ; to certify and enter the ſame in books, and to tranſmit a copy 
to the Treaſury, with ſuch obſervations as may occur; to obey 
future inſtructions, &c. 
"Your Committee having noticed, with ſome degree of detail, the 
inſtructions given to the Commiſſaries- general and of Accounts, 


proceed to ſtate the leading points contained in the letters from the 


Secretary ' of State for the war department to military officers in 
command, which have a reference to certain incidental caſes of the 
public expenditure on the Continent, and which were before ex- 
Plained to be independent of the general inſtructions given them, to 
purſue every means of economy in conducting the public ſervice. 
The three firſt letters on this ſubject are from Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das to Sir James Murray, dated 23d April, 12th and 19th July 
1793 ; they reſpectively contain ſuggeſtions and inquiries with a 

ew to economy in the expenditure arifing from purchaſes of horſes 
for ſervice, from the charge of meſſengers ſent with diſpatches to 
the army, and remarks on ſome repreſentations of Count Stahren- 
berg's to Lord Grenville, reſpecting the procuring green forage. 
The fourth, dated 31ſt October 1794, from Mr. Secretary Dun- 
das to the Duke of York, agrees to a propoſal made by his Royal 
Highneſs for appointing an inſpector of foreign corps, adding, that it 
will be neceſſary that a regular ſyſtem ſhould be eſtabliſhed for the 


pay of theſe corps, and of every contingent expence relating to them. 


in order that the accounts may be checked in the uſual manner, and 
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tranſmitted, with the proper vouchers, to the Lords Commiſſioners 


of the Treaſury; and * it will therefore be neceſſary, that what- 
« ever regulations of the eſtabliſhment relate to the expenditure 
« ſhould be concerted with the Commiſſary- general. pe The fifth 
letter, of 18th November 1794, ſtates an apparent inaccuracy.in 
the returns, as compared with the diſpoſition of the troops, and 
preſſes the neceſſity of inſiſting on correct returns from the different 
commanding officers, adding, that . it is impoſſible that this coun- 
« try can acquieſce in the payment of troops they are unable to ac- 
« count for.” The fixth, dated 1ſt January 1795, contains the 
appointment and inſtructions to Colonel Neſbitt, as inſpector of 
foreign corps, who is thereby empowered and directed to muſter and 
make return of ſuch corps; to provide clothing, arms, and appoint- 
ments for them ; to call for returns and all accounts from their com- 
manding officers ; to appoint deputies and aſſiſtants; to act on extra- 
ordinary caſes at diſcretion, in e 0 with the Commander in 
Chief, for the purpoſe of procuring exactneſs in the muſters, regu- 
larity and economy in the payments, iſſues, and deliveries to the 
troops within his inſpection, taking care duly to adviſe one of the 
principal Secretaries of State of all acts done in eonſequence of ſuch 
difcretionary powers veſted in him. 

The remaining numbers, from ſeven to ſeventeen, from Mr. 
Secretary Dundas, of different dates, to his Royal Highneſs the 
Duke of York, General David Dundas, and Colonel Neſhitt 
(numbers 15 and 17 excepted) are wholly on the ſubject of foreign 
corps ; their general object is to deviſe and enforce the execution of 
meaſures, with a view to conducting the expences connected with 
their eſtabliſhment with the utmoſt economy, and at the ſame time 
to carry on the ſervice in the moſt effectual manner for the public 


intereſt, The points principally inſiſted on are thoſe of compelling 


the parties contracting to furniſh troops punctually to perform the 
artieles contained in their capitulations ; to make contracts with 
the Colonels of the corps for the ſupply of clothing, proviſions, fo- 
rage, and appointments ; to reduce the weaker corps, and draft the 
men who belong to them, with a view of completing thoſe whoſe 


numbers amount more nearly to their full eſtabliſhment. The re- 


maining letters, numbers 1 5 and 17, are from Mr. Secretary Dun- 


das to Colonel Dow, and relate to the final diſtribution and ſettle- 


ment of certain allowances made to Dutch officers under the com- 
mand of General . | 2 
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Sr. Domrnco and JAMAICA.” 


Your Committee next proceed to the conſideration of ſuch 
papers as they have obtained reſpecting the regulations and checks 
applied from time to time to control the expenditure in Jamaica, not 
borne by the ifland itſelf, and alſo the more important head, of ſer- 
vice in St. Domingo. 

In che firſt place, they deem it neceſſary to ſtate, that by the 
terms of the capitulation of the latter iſland, dated the 18th of 
Auguſt 1793, it was ſtipulated, that the local taxes deſtined to ac- 
quit the expences of garriſons, and the adminiſtration of the colony, 
ſhould be aſſeſſed in the ſame manner as in 1789, (“ except the 
*. alleviations and remittances which ſhall be granted to the inha- 
«<<; bitants whoſe property has ſuffered by fire, till their poſſeſſions 
«are repaired ;”) and that. © an, account ſhall be kept by the ſaid 
*« colony, of all the ſums advanced by Great Britain for ſupplying 
« the deficiency of the ſaid taxes, which deficiency, as well as all 
« the expences of the ſaid colony (“ except thofe of His Majeſty's 
c naval forces deſtined for its protection“) ſhall always be de- 
4 frayed by the faid colony.” Your Committee have annexed to 
this report a letter from the Duke of Portland to General William- 


fon, dated '6th October 1794, directing him, in conformity wich 


the above capitulation, as ſoon as he is able ſo to do, to tranſmit in- 


formation relating to the revenue, the Crown and Church lands of 


every deſcription, including thoſe appropriated to religious eſtabliſh- 
ments, and the eſtates of Rath perſons killed in arms againſt His 
Majeſty, where there appear no lawful heirs, or ſuch only as are 
lving in the enemy's country, with all particulars relating to_them, 
that aſcertain the courſe of deſcent according to the law of the 
colony; alſo ſuch information as may be requiſite for receiving His 
Majeſty's pleaſure on the eſtabliſhment of ſuch civil offices as the 
preſent Government abſolutely requires; ſtating the amount of all 
ſalaries, fers, and perquifites, previous to 1789; giving alſo a 
power to make proviſional appointments, with ſuch ſalaries as may 


be neceſſary, with directions to tranſmit regular accounts of all par- 


ticutars of every and all fees and emoluments annexed thereto. In- 


ſtructions from His Majeſty were alſo ſent, in October 1794, to | 


Generat-Wifiamfon, requiring him to cauſe the revenues deſcribed 


in the above capitulation, and alſo the ſurplus of all eſtates belong- 


ing to religious houſes, after reſerving a ſufficient alimentary penſion 
for the perſons ſubſiſted therefrom, to be levied and, paid to the Re- 
ceĩver- general, who ſhould be appointed for that purpo poſe by the 
| Commiſſioners of the Treasure ſubject to ſuch directions as might 
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be given by them reſpecting the diſpoſal thereof, in obedience to the 
commands of His Majeſty. In the ſame inſtructions were con- 
tained directions concerning the diſpoſal of property belonging to 
perſons then reſiding under the government of thoſe who exerciſed 
the powers of government in France, agreeably to the act paſſed in 
that behalf. 

Your Committee in the next place obſerve, from the correſpon- 
dence on the part of the Duke of Portland and Mr. Roſe, that far- 
ther meaſures were taken on the departure of Mr. Wiggleſworth, 
as Commiſſary- general, to St. Domingo, &c. to obtain, through his 
means, every poſſible information reſpecting the revenues of the 
iſland, and to enforce the due collection thereof for the public ſer- 
vice. It appears farther, that a very ſtrong and pointed reproof was 
given by the Duke of Portland to the officer commanding at St. 
Domingo, dated September 30, 1795, reſpecting certain articles 
of the civil expenditure in the iſland, namely, the appointment of 
two perſons, with the title of Deputies from the Supreme Council 
there to His Majeſty and the Government, with a falary to each of 
36, ooo livres per annum; and the increaſed cſtabliſhment of Gs 
Courts of Juſtice with augmented ſalaries. 

Your Committee have already obſerved, in a former part of this 


report, that in caſes which require it, bills drawn on the ITreaſury by 
military governors, officers, &c. are in due courſe referred to the Se- 
cretary of State, with ſuch vouchers as explain them, or to ſuch de- 
partment as has regular cognizance of the expence which they are 
In the preſent caſe, it / 


meant to defray, before they are accepted. 
appears from a letter written by the direction of Mr. Secretary 
Dundas to Mr. Long, dated 1oth of April 1795, that previous to 
that time, letters at different periods had been written by his di- 
rection to the Treaſury, on the ſubject of the bills drawn by 


General Williamſon, ſuggeſting the expedieney of ſubmitting the 


charges for which they were drawn to the inſpedion of ſuch de- 


pariments reſpectively as might be moſt competent to form an 


opinion upon them. { 


There have been laid before your Cum three letters (in- 


cluding the one alluded to) written by the direction of Mr. Secretary 


Dundas to the Treafury, on the ſubject of bills adviſed by General 


Williamfon to be drawn for ſervices in the iſland of Jamaica, and 


in St. Domingo; the ſums referred to in theſe letters amount to 
upwards of 1, 230, oool.; in the firſt of which, after making 
ſome remarks on the particulars of the account, he coneludes by 


taing, Is that the very great amount of the publie expenditure, on 
acebunt of military ſervices in the iſland of St. Domingo, under 
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te the preſent 1 ns hs impoſſibility . of. forming a 
ne judgement here with reſpe&t to the accounts as at preſent 
4 dan from thence, hnave ſuggeſted to Mr. Dundas the pro- 


N e piety of recommending to their Lordſhips to take into their ear- 


4 Teſt conſideration the abſolute neceſſity, which appears to him to 
0 exiſt; of their adopting ſuch meaſures, and making ſuch appoint- 
ments as may be neceſſary for eſtabliſhing a ſyſtem of regulation 


- 4« and control, with reſpec to the expenditure in queſtion, ſimilar 


ce to that which cxifis in the other branches of expenditure now 
«! jneurring on account of military ſervice, &c. in order that the 
1 ſums for which bills may be drawn on their Lordſhips, for car- 
"« rying on the public ſervice in the iſlands of Jamaica and St. Do- 
% mingo, may be accounted for in ſuch manner as they may think 
© proper to require. A ſubſequent letter of the 17th of July 
1795, refers to and repeats the fame advice. In a third, dated 
- the 12th of May 1796, on the fame ſubje&, wherein bills are ad- 
viſed by Governor Williamſon, amounting to 863, 7 1 6ʃ., being 
part of the afore- mentioned ſum of 1, 230, oool., Mr. Secretary 
Dundas recommends, that they ſhould be paid on account, ſtating, 
That he has obſerved, with much regret and ſurprize, that ſo im- 
e menſe a ſum ſhould be called for on account of ſervices performed 
„ in St. Domingo during a period in which a large amount has 
been already diſcharged ; but as Sir Adam Williamſon is now in 
England, he is of opinion it would be right, that a complete cx- 
4 pfanation ſhould be immediately had with him upon that ſubjeR; 
. and that a minute inveſtigation ſhould inſtantly be entered upon 
«© by the reſpective departments connected with the ſervices for 
<«:hieh' Sir Adam Williamfon's bills were drawn.” S. 

"Your Committee find, that on the 2d of June 1795, Mr. 
 WVigatetworts, a principal officer under the Commiſſioners for 
auditing the Publie Accounts, was appointed Commilfary. general, 
&. to the army ſerving in St. Domingo, and on account of ſuch 
charges as occurred in Jamaica, not borne by the iſland ; ; and Mr. 


Alexander Crawfurd was appointed Commitfary of Accounts. . 


both" of theſe gentlemen, inſtructions were given for their condud, 
fimilar in many reſpects to thoſe already detailed reſpectingt the cx- 
penditure on the Continent, with ſuch variations and additions as the 
nature and extent of the ſervice rendered: expedient. The eſtabliſh- 
ment of the eommiſſariate appears by à letter from Mr. Roſe to 
Mr. Wiggleſworth, in which, among other parti iCulars, ſpecial i in 
ſructlons ars given to all perſons cncerfied thereity,*: to . derive, no, 


profit. from] their ſituation beyond the fixrd am ant f "the if. falaries 
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out a poſſibility of being afterwards employed in any fituation in 
His Majeſty's ſervice. Mr. Roſe's letter to General Williamſon, of 
the 1 5th Auguſt 1795, gives him notice of the above appoint- 
ment, and informs him that his account with the Agent-general-of 
Jamaica, though inſpected by the Council of the iſland, cannot be 


ſatisfactory, but muſt be ſubmitted to the examination. of the Com- 
mĩſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts, which your Committee 
find actually took place on the 1ſt of December 1795. 


It ap- 
pears that Mr. Crawfurd, the Commiſſary of Accounts, died ſoon 


after his arrival at St. Domingo, and that the Commander in Chief 


there immediately appointed a ſucceffor, from whom, however, no 


accounts were received on the 21ſt of April 1797. 


There have been laid before your Committee a variety of letters 


in addition to thoſe above Os on the ſubject of the expendi- 


ture at St. Domingo, viz. from Colonel Brownrigg to Major Net- 
tles, reſpecting the moſt economical mode of ſupplying horſes for 
the ſervice ; from Mr. Secretary Dundas to the Duke of Vork, re- 
ſpecting the reducing and drafting foreign corps to complete the 
eſtabliſhment of a limited number of regiments. Alſo from Mr. 
Secretary Dundas to General Forbes, reſpecting an economical levy 


of the Black regiments for colonial ſervice ; from the Treaſury to 


Mr. Wiggleſworth, on the, ſubje& of drawing bills at.a favourable 
rate of exchange; concerning the tranſmitting every ſpecies of in- 
formation, and of accounts concerning colonial revenue or general 


expenditure ; concerning boat-hire ; the purchaſe, cynſumption, 


and delivery of every, ſpecies of ſtore, proviſion, and forage; and 
alſo noticing an attempt to bribe an agent of the Commiſſary- 
general; giving ſtrict and ſtrong directions that every exertion 
ſhould be made for the detection and puniſhment of the perſons 
concerned in that, or in any other fraudulent tranſaction. 

Your Committee, ſenſible that the expenditure at St. Domingo 
has excited the moſt earneſt attention, have felt themſelves called 
upon to notice with minute detail every mode of regulation or check 


adopted to control the ſame by the Executive Government, which 


has been ſubmitted to their conſideration. And they now conclude 
this ſubject by laying before the Houſe a paper containing the in- 
ſtructions given to General Simcoe, being an extract from a letter 
addreſſed to him jointly by the Duke of Portland and Mr. Scere- 
tary Dundas. They feel a conſiderable difficulty in offering any 
ſtatement, which they can conſider, as a corre& abſtract, of all che 
leading points, in theſe. inſtructions, and therefore very particularly 
refer the Houſe to the original, obſerving only, that it fixes the limit 


of pecuniary affiſtance to be derived from this n at e 
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annually, to be paid at the rate of 25, oool. monthly, with the 

- benefit of three months payment in advance, if abſolutely neceflary ; ; 
it alſo expreſſes a wiſh that the remittance may be made in part, in 
caſe circumſtances ſhould admit of it, by the export of the manufac- 
_ tures or produce of this country ; it alſo eſpecially directs the atten- 
tion of General Simcoe to a ſtrict eollection of the ordinary and ex- 
traordinary revenues of the ifland, to be applied in aid of the money 
or value to be remitted from this country for the civil and military 
expences of the iſland, with every attention to economy, con- 
fiſtent with the public ſervice ; it alſo particularly enforces a re- 
gular and early communication with the Executive Government of 
this cou ry on all points of information and of account, connected 
either w'th the vevenues of the iſland, or any ſpecies of expendi- 
ture there. 


OTHER PARTS OF THE WST INPIEs. 
0 

"Your Committee have next directed their inquiries to the regu- 
lations and checks which have been applied to control the æxpendi- 
ture in other parts of the Weſt Indies, and find that Mr. John 
Jaffray was appointed Commiſſary-general to the Army ſerving 
there on the 1ſt of November 1793, acting under inſtructions 
(varied in ſome reſpects according to local circumſtances) but 
-fimilar in general to thoſe which your Committee have before fully 
detailed to the Houſe ; accompanied alſo by a letter from the Trea- 
ſury, fixing the ſalary of the commiſſariate, and reſtraining every 
perſon concerned therein from deriving any profit thereby beyond 
the amount of his fixed ſalary. 
_figned his office on account of his ſtate of health, and that Mr. 
Valentine Jones was appointed as his ſucceflor, September ff, 
1795, with Mr. Joſiah Dornford, as Commiſſary of Accounts. 
The inſtructions and letters to theſe gentlemen being preciſely the 
ſame as thoſe addreſſed to Mr. Wiggleſworth and Mr. Crawfurd 
ſerving in St. Domingo, your Committee forbear to trouble the 
Houſe with any remarks thereon. : 
-... Your Committee having received from the Treafory a commu- 
. nication of their letters to Mr. Valentine Jones, feel it their duty to 


p eall the attention of the Houſe very particularly to their contents, as 
exhibiting a very full deſcription of the difficulties which have de- 


eurred in ren the expenditure in the iſlands within reaſonable 
4 bounds, and of the continued exertions of the Executive Govern- 
Ent ment to effect this very deſirable object. Upon theſt letters, whith, 
| in in fact, principally contain repryofs and 3 vn retour 


It appears that Mr. Jaftray re. 
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the conduct of Mr. Commiſſary Jones, your Committee decline 
making any remarks, obſerving, from Mr. Roſe's concluding letter 
of the toth of May 1797, that certain accounts relating to the 
expences conducted by Mr. Jones had been received at the Trea- 
ſury, and were by them referred for examination to the Comptrol- 
lers of the Army Accounts, in whoſe office your Committee do not 
doubt but they will undergo that ſtrict inquiry, which the import- 
"ance of the ſums expended, and the circumſtances of the cafe, ſeem 
very particularly to require. | 

Your Committee cannot, however, conclude this ſubject, win 
notieing certain letters relating to the ſubject of Weſt India expen- 
diture from Mr. Secretary Dundas to Sir Ralph Abereromby, con- 
cerning the eſtabliſhment of the foreign corps deſtined for the Weſt- 
India ſervice; alſo reſpecting the Black corps to be raiſed there; 
and alſo ſuggeſting, that the Colonial troops at St. Domingo could 
be victualled at a more economical rate by the Commiſſary- general 
than by the Governor of the ifland. | 

They have alſo thought it their duty to notice certain regulations, 
as belonging to the general queſtion of expenditure, contained in a 
letter from Lord Sydney, dated Auguſt 1785, reſpecting the re- 
ducing within fixed limits, as far as was practicable, certain contin- 
gent expences. of the Governors of the Weſt. India iſlands, and com- 
municated by his orders to the Governors of St. Vincent's, Do-“ 
minica, Barbadoes, the Leeward Iſlands, and Grenada; they have 
alſo received, in purſuance of their general orders, certain letters 
from the Duke of Portland to Governor Hamilton and Mr. Prefi- 
dent Matſon, at Dominica, and the Earl of Dunmore and Governor 
Forbes, at the Bahamas; tending to explain ſuch ſteps as have been 
adopted to control ſuch part of the expenditure, during the war in 
the Weſt Indies, as has taken place, and been conducted by the 
Governors of thoſe iſlands, independently of ſuch as have been i in- 
curred under the ſuperintendance of the military Commanders, the 
Commiſſaries general and of Accounts. 
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Tovzon AND CORSICA. jo 
Four c obſerve, that the expenditure at Toulon and 

Corſica was conduQed, ſubject to the inſtructions given, by the 

Treafury, by, Mr. John Frikine as Commilſary-geteral, and' Mr. 

Martin Petrie as Commiftary of Accdunts. anidigre 

| Theſe 10 to the Commilfary- general Mffer bit Kitle 

from thoſe already laid, before the "Houſe, and are, as Uſbal, Aecm-. 


panied ly. a Ketter, ing ch the effabliſhment of the Combiantte, 
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and. reſtraining. . all perſons concerned therein from deriving a 
profit from their office i in addition to their ſalkry. The inftruc- 
tions to. the Haren eee of Accounts are i in precifely the fame terms 


Sf IZ 4% 4 


It appears from a return to the order of this Committee, dated 
20th of April 1997, that the periodical tranſmiſſions from Cor- 
fica, directed by theſe inſtructions, have not been regularly made; 


N for which the Commiſſary: general aſſigned his reaſons in à letter 


which your Committee have annexed to their report. It appears 
alſo from the ſame return, that all the accounts for the extraor- 
dinaries of the army in Corſica and the Mediterranean, properly 
examined and certified by the Commiſſary of Accounts on the 


ſpot, were at that time before the Commiſſioners for auditing 
Public Accounts. 


bo ' PoxrTuGaL. 


Your Committee find, from a letter written to Major-general 
Stuart, by order of the Treaſury, December 1oth, 1796, that 
ſuch part of the Commiſſariate which ſerved at Toulon and in the 
Mediterranean, as might be neceffary, had received orders to attend 
the army ſerving or to ſerve in Portugal: the ſame letter alſo con- 
tained inſtructions to General Stuart, as commanding officer, for re- 
ging, and as the expences to be incurred there, 


5 "Tx Carr or Goop Hors. 


© Your Committee have laſtly to mention the meaſures taken by 
the Executive Government to regulate and check the expenditure at 
the Cape; and they find, that a Commiſſary- general (Mr. J. 


Pringle) was appointed, acting under inſtructions ſimilar to thoſe 


already detailed,” to attend His Majeſty's army on an expedition 
under Major- general Alured Clarke. No Commiſſary of Accounts 
x W to have been named for this army. They farther report, 
that inſtructions were given to Lord Macartney, as Governor at the 
Cape, dated the Zoth of December 1996, which ſtate the op- 
© preſſive ſyſtem of finance prevailing there, and girect him to ſubſti- 
tute in its place a mode of taxation calculated to ſecure the conve- 
— and promote the proſperity of the inhabitants, tranſmitting 
full information as to every act done to the Commiſſioners of the 
Freaſury, with accounts, every ſix months, of all ſreceipts and pay- 
ments, and of all particulars neceſſary to explain the ſtate of the re- 
rußende, the amount of the civil appointments, fees of office, and the 
general commercial fate of the colony. Your Committee farther 
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procure, have thought it adviſcable to refer to the Reports f the 1 
Commiſſioners 3 by act of Parliament to examine the 
public accounts of the kingdom, with a view of aſcertaining how 
far the ſeveral prineiples therein recommended with reſpect to army 
accounts, and the office of Paymaſter- general, have been acted upon, 
and whether the . ep ad viſed by them have or have not been 
carried i into effect. 20 
The Cömmhiſſioners, in ther; 3 e 6 chat. large 
balances of the public money had, during a long period/ of time, 
remained in the hands of the Pay maſters. general out; of office, 
without any adequate advantage or convenience to the Publie, and 
recommend that theſe balances ſhould be called in; and that there 
exiſted an improper delay in the ſettlement of their accounts, partly 
arifing in the Pay- office, where the accounts were made up, and 1 
partly in the office of the r of "ages Where-they;are 4 
Anally ſettlc , 38emotns ul 
In their fifth Report, 1 Ao: various, go minute; inquiry, 
aſcertain) that a larger balance of the publie money conti nually re- 


_ mained'ſi\the Hands of the DAN in aan e was necefjary 
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remark, that Mr. Secretary Dundas, in his letter to Lord Macart- h 
ney, dated the 7th of January 1797, direQs the eftabliſhinent"of 4 LI 
general fee fund, to be applied for the ſupport of fixed ſalaries in all Nt | 

the offices of the colony, and nearly according to the principles” re⸗ Bt! | 
peatedly recommended and enforced by the Commiſſioners appointed WEL! 
—— of Parliament to report the ſtate of the Poe offices of this lil: 9 . 
Sous Committee are ſenſible, cat in giving to thi! Houſe the e 
reſult of their i inquiries into the regulations and checks applied to ii 10 11 
control this large head of expenditure, they have been led into a very WIEN; 
extenſive detail, and in ſome caſes they fear into a certain degree of 9 10 
repetition; 20 has been their opinion however, that they could” not di i Nt 
diſcharge their duty with ſatisfaQion to th emſelves, or with juſtice to 8 1 jt 
the Houſe, or the parties concerned immediately i in the conducting e 
or controlling the expenditure, if they did not either ſtate ſpecially Wit 
in their Report, or by reference to their Appendix, every paper ſub- | ls + 1 
mitted to them by the different offices, in purſuance of their general 'f 1 
orders, which tended to throw light on a e in which the ! 1 101 i 
are ſo peculiarly and deeply intereſted, = 1 15 
PAYMASTER- GENERAL OF THE. FORCES-..\/ FIR 

Witt | 

"Yn Committee being anxious alſo to give as fall and as 5 ö bil 1 
tin& information on this important ſubject, as it is in their power to 9 . . 
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t anſwer the 8 of the public ſervice ; and, after ſuggeſting 


various forms of improvement, on the ſuppoſition that the preſent 
ſyſtem might continue, conclude by ſtating, that the whole evil 
would be removed © by taking away from the Paymaſter-general 
« of the Forces the cuſtody of the public caſh, and placing it in 
*« the Bank of England, by which means (they add) this Treaſury. 
< will be converted into an office of mere account, and the Pay- 
* maſter- general, inftead of being the banker of the army, will be the 
“ inſtrument only through whom the army ſervices are paid, with- 
4 out having the power of applying the public money to any other 
% purpoſes whatever.” They alſo obſerve, that . the official books 
4 and papers are, and ſhould be conſidered as, the property of the 

c Public, and as ſuch left and depoſited in the Pay-office, for the 
«© uſe and information of poſterity.” 

The Commiſſioners, in their fifth Report, having ,incidentally 
mentioned the intricate and perplexed form of the Army accounts, 
in their ninth enter more fully into that queſtion, as being the 
cauſe of great delay and difficulty, both in the office which keeps the 
accounts, and in that which paſſes them. Your Committee feel 
themſclves under the neceſlity of ſubmitting to the Houſe this queſ- 
tion in detail, being apprehenſive that they eduld not otherwiſe ex- 


plain, in an intelligible manner, either the nature and object of the 


regulations propoſed by the Commiſſioners, or thoſe ons. by the 


| I | 
The Commiſſioners Aae, that the eſtabliſhment, with the 


King s regulations and warrants, is the inſtrument that regulates the 
pay of the Army ; that at the period of their inquiry, the pay of a 


_ regiment was divided in the eſtabliſhment into five parts: 1ft, Full 


pay of officers and-men. 2d, Allowance to widows, being the 


pay of two men. 3d, Ditto to the Colonel, being the pay of one 


man, and the off reckoning of four. 4th, Ditto to Captains, 
being the pay of two men for recruiting, and which ſum was carried 
tothe non effective fund *. th, Ditto to the Agent, being the pay 


of one man. Theſe were called warrant- men. The Captains had 


an allowance of the pay of a certain number of men called contin- 
gent · men, for the purpoſe of _—_— he” arms, Ark for w 


1 the pay of their eompanies. | etc 


In the Pay- office, this ſum, mum the fon pay, &c. of a 


5 regiment, was tere into ſix pou mme to ie eſtabliſhment, 
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the King's warrants and regulations : JE 25 Subſiſtence. 2 Widows' 
allowance. 3. Poundage. 4. Hoſpital. Theſe two laſt being 
deductions from the pay of one ſhilling in the pound, and one day's 
pay for miſcellaneous ſervices and Chelſea Hoſpital. 5. Off reck- 


_ onings, being the fund allotted to the Colonel for cloathing, from 


- 


(„ 


cc 


the pay of the non-commiſſioned officers and privates 6. Clearings, 
being the arrears of officers, and whatever may remain due to the 
regiment. . 

The . after pointedly oa that they did 
not propoſe to alter in any caſe the quantum of actual emolument 
received for military ſervice, but that it was their intention, when- 
ever they adviſed the abolition of any fund, to ſuggeſt the eſtabliſh- 
ment of another, equal in value, and in form more convenient for 
the public, recommend the adoption of this general principle, viz. 
that the eſtabliſhment ſhould contain the real full pay of every per- 
ſon deſcribed therein, and nothing more: and that five ſeparate 
funds, independent of the eſtabliſhment, ſhould be created, viz. 
1. Cloathing, 2. Recruiting. 3. Widows, 4. Chelfea, and 5. Miſ- 
cellaneous Services; in lieu of thoſe then exiſting; to be balanced 
annually. at the Pay-office, as ſoon as poſlible after the expiration 
of the, year, and before the ſupply for the ſubſequent one was voted, 
as a guide to the Secretary at War, in forming his eſtimates. 
They recommended alſo,” that the regimental paymaſter and ſur- 
geon, inſtead of being paid by a deduction from the ſubſiſtence of 
the non- commiſſioned officers and privates, ſhould be provided for 
in ſome more convenient form, on the eſtabliſhment ; that ſub- 


ſiſtence ſhould be .ifſued to effectives only, and according to muſter; 


that one fund ſhould be formed for. clothing the whole army, to be 
managed by the clothing board, and not by the Colonels of regi- 
ments, ſuch board conſiſting of a certain number of general officers 
choſen annually by the board of general officers. © Upon a certain 
&« day appointed by the Board, the clothiers produce to them patterns 
of the ſeveral ſpecies of clothing. After examination, thoſe that 
© are approved of are ſealed with the ſeals of three of the Board, 
“ and with the office ſeal, and delivered to the clothiers ; after the 
cloathing is made up, it is reviewed by one of the Board ap- 
pointed for that purpoſe, taking care that no one reviews the 


«c 


cc 


viewing general, that he has found the cloathing agreeable to the 
“ patterns, the cloathing Board join to the Colonel's aſſignment 
© their certificate to the Pay maſter general, that the coathing has 
© been viewed and approved, and deſiring him to pay to the allignee 
« the ſum mentioned in the alignment.” The Commilſioners 
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cloathing of his own regiment. Upon the certificate of the re- 
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recommend Worpover, as an eſfential part of. lug Pag that the 
Colonel. ſhould receive. a. liberal equiyalent for.any,cmolument he. 
had derived from this ſource, by an g lg ee, or to 
his arxcars, or to both, - -. leon 
„Un the tenth Report of, the a e they adviſe, that. 15 
fore any money is advanced to a public accountant, an examina- 
tion, ſhould be made of the balance then in his hands, and the. iſſue 
__ accordingly. There are many uſeful: obſervations in this. 
eport; but on conſideration it appears, that maſt of them apply. 
more: directiy to another branch of i inquiry. It muſt, however, be 
noted, that the Commiſſioners, with a view of ſaving expence, and 
preventing unneceſſary labour, adviſe, that hereafter the accounts of 
the Paymaſter- general ſhould be finally paſſed in the office of the 
Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, and not in that 9 the Auen 
of the Impreſt. | 
After this ſtatement, your Committee next pale t to 7 = 

the Houſe ſuch meaſures as have been actually taken in purſuance 
of the above ſeveral recommendations. And firſt, + with. reſpect to 
belances in the hands of Paymaſters out of office, they obſerve, that; 
an act paſſes ſhortly. after the date of the fourth, Report, directing 
that.37:7,7881. 55. 7d., the then balance in the hands of the late. 
Paymaſter- general, or their repreſentatives, ſhould be forthwith paid 
into the Exchequer, and that upon ſuch payment the ſaid Paywaſters 
and their repreſentatives ſhould be diſcharged, fon. a ban 
reſpect of ſuch balances. 19105 | | 

With reſpect to balances in the hands of 8 in allen: 
yaur. Committee, on referring to the act commonly called. the Pay- 
office Act, obſerve, that the Paymaſter is therein direQcd.i dane 
his. memorials, to the Treaſury, praying that money may | 
lodged for army ſervices (ſpecifying the fame), in the Bank of Eng- 
land, to be placed there to. the, account of the, Paymaſter: general 
7 of His Majeſty's borces; ; ſuch money fo.be, liable, in Me! * 


vices, duly e b 1 othermiſe....: fi UNIV: 19} Ki! 
The Paymaſter is alſo. directed, in the, A Frere 1 = 


| Treaſury, to ſtate the balances, remaining: due to him at the Bank: 


am the; preceding month's: account, oftener, if required ſo 10 do, 
together, with an account of all the demands with achichifueh. bar; 
lanes. is. chargeable ; ſuch balances; on, death, txafignations or ter 
mapa} oh any, Paymaſtes,, to veſt in hig ſucocliofy god be: liahle con 
che ame demands. 
6 be, Faymaſter is; alſo. therrig.djredicd) Sam fle enth. 
ae n aRouns, enabliog.the fich ) mage d Kemplete be 
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tt herei naſter · mentioned aceounts ſhall be reetived; to make up, or 

« cauſe to de made up, an annual acobunt of the brdlnsry and may 
« traordinary fervices of the army, intituled; An Accbunt of the 
„ Paymaſter-general of His Majeſty” s Forces, from the 2 th of 
December in each year to the 24th of December following: the 
account of the ſaid Paymaſter to be tranſmitted, with" che proper 
vouchers, to the office of the Auditors of the Impteſt: but tl 
by ſtat. 25 Geo. III. c. 22. to the Commiſſioners for auditi 

the Public Aceounts, two of whom muſt be Comptrollers of 118 
Army Accounts. The official books and papers are alſo declared 


to delong to the office of the Paymaſter-general, and as ſuch to be 


publie property. The ſame ſtatute, with a view of rendering the 
pay of the Army ſimple, expeditious, and intelligible, directs that 


all eſtimates, debentures, warrants, and aceounts, belonging to the 


Army, ſhould be made out from the 25th Decemder in each year; 
and enacts, that the eſtabliſhment ſhould be divided under their 
ſeveral heads of ſervice; and that the Secretary at War ſhould 


form eſtimates of the charge of penſions to officers' widows, eloath- 


ing, ageney, and the allowance to agents, by the ſubſiſtence of non- 
effeQives, called warrant-· men, the adual pay of commiſſion, non. 
commiſſioned officers, and privates, allowances to captains, ' pay⸗ 
maſters, and ſurgeons, and of all expences defrayed by poundage 
and one day's pay; the Paymaſter i is alſo directed to form his me- 
morials to the Treaſury for cloathing, and iſſue his drafts on the 
Bank in reſpect thereof, in equal payments, on the 24th of June 
and the 24th of December in each year, in favour of che perſons 
baving regular dene, from the CNN. * Ke. command. 
ing regiments.” 1iD - An £9 oy *, Bo 
Tune fame ſcatute, for rerehtigg the iſſue from the Eachegubr 
of more money than may be wanted for the purpoſes of the act, 
directs the Sceretary at War, from time to time, to tranſmit to tlie 
office of the Paymaſter- general an account of the effeclive, commif- 
lioned; toh- commiſioned officers, and privates, regular atid embo- 
died militia, ſerving in Great Britain, diſtinguiſhing each corps, 
for which Piifpole the Commiſſaries are directed to muſter the fad 
troops agretably'to''terms directed in the act; and the Paymaſter 
is directed e form his memorials decordingly. Wich a vier t 
prevent dbſeuiity aid confufidn if the accounts, the Secretay at 
War is allo ted c make eſtimates for reerulting, v0 de tram. 
mitte 70 the Pay. ohe for thiir ibfertnatiosz in lied of providing 
for this ſervice by the ſubſiſtence of non - effectives. The ſtatute 
allo" frilik es pre viſion for the regular ſettlement of MF Sccourits be- 
longing d Nerve Fhei Scbfetary at War is ald erreced | 
Ver. V. Gg 
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St AR df the expences of 1 re-paying e pouindige geduckel, 
Tt 4 21 Aineily of the feverat ſervices under the title of ein. 
"formerly defrayed from tlie fubliſtence iſſued to nom - effec- 
8 wet, 210 5 tranſmit Ne fame to the Paymaſter- general. The 
m. ſtatute alſo provides alſowarices/ for the agents, colonels of re. 
Des, ; captains. of foot ang of invalids, to paymaſters and ſutgeons 
"pf for t, to f paymaſters, ſurgeons, riding-maſters, and rough-riders of 
Aragoons, in Men of the allowances derived from warrant men, 
"contingent men, the flopyages from the pay of privates for paymiaſ- 
ters and ſurgeons, and from what is "termed. grals money... Th 
| oxder | to (9 for the more regular ſettlement of | regimental ac- 
Fourits, the paymaſters of « every regiment, either regular, or embo- 
"died milie, are re rected } in he ſaid a& to tranſmit to the agent, 
* | two months, an account of ſubſiſtence actually iſſued by thei 
es; and alſo within three months, after the 24th of June 
250 the 24th of December in each year, a ſpecific account. of the 
eral contingent regimental expences therein ſpecificd, duly ex- 
Ainined and certified by the commanding officer of each corps, under 
"the penalty, on default, of being liable to the ſentenoe of a general 
-Court N Martial. Tune tegimental agents, on their part, are alſo di- 
redled 1 to make up and tranſmit the annual accounts of all regi- 
ments, as well regular as embodied militia, completed and dul 
voüchted, to the Secretary at War, and copies of the fame to the 
Paymaſtef e eral, in the following manner, viz. the accounts of all 
"regithents fe ving in ' Great Britain, within fix * months after «ic 
bo 24th bf December in cach year, and the accounts of regiments: fer- 
Ving Abroad within two months after che receipt of the materials 
Heceſſaty, under the penalty of 100l. for negled in each particular 
Laſe; and the Secretary at War is direQed to ſettle and tranſmit the 
lame to the ann. within three months after they: have 
dome to His Hands. 
0 ' Your Committee, with a a 71 more dine explainingite 
"regulafions*of dis act, Rabe annexed to their Appendix «« the eſta- 
« bliſhment of a regiment of foot for 355 days, to the 24th of 
« December 1782,” previous to the act i in queſtion, and beg fo 


2 tif-a fegiment of foot in the. year 179.1, ſuhſequent 
n Alſo ſubſoin, with the ſame; view; an act of 
roes of 1 Colößef, feld officers, Sc. Rc. And privates, as 
EIN upon the eſtabliſhment of a regiment” of Fobt, oft ne 2 ck 'of 
December 178 2, and the 24th of December 1796; alſo a lit 


of the ſeveral allowances to the &dlene), field e Ke. Kee. and 


I 
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pri vates, on the 26 of December I 1782, 25 ab a4 of December 


77965 reſpeRively,: e>)ginifts „act 

Upon the whole matter it appears. to your: Commis. that the 
ſeveral plans propoſed-by the Commiſſianers, roſpecting balances. in 
the hands of Paymaſters-general, both im and out of affice,. and the 
meaſures recommended for producing a ſpeedy and regular ſettis· 
ment of army-accounts, by. introdueing a greater, ſimplicity, in their 
form, and alſoithe regulations and cheeks. propoſed by them, with, a 
view to control the expenditure, under the head df Extraprdipazies 
of the Army, haue in many inſtances been n me e in 
Amoſt all virtually, and i in ſubſtanee. 

Vour Committee however wiſh to nate one exception. to this: = 
neral obſervation ; it relates to the whole cloathing af the army, 
which is ſtill managed by the reſpective Colonels of ; regiments 
(both regular and militia) and not by the means of a ſingle fund 
under the management of the cloathing board, accompanied by a 
liberal indemnĩty to the Colonels, as adviſed by the Commiſſioners, 
And your Committee feel it the more neceſſary to make this remark, 
finding by the evidenee of Mr. Greenwood, an army agent, and alſo 
by a return from the War- office, that the money for cloathing both 
regular and militia regiments, is iſſued nut to effeglves only, and 
vcording to muſter, but for the numbers on the eſtabliſnment of 
the regiment. 

Vour Committee farther report, FI the cloathing for the mill 
tia regiments is not ſubjedt to the inſpection of the eloatling board, 
or of any board whatever, before the ſame is delivered to the x regi- 
ments; and they venture to ſuggeſt, that no reaſon has occurred. to 
them why this part of the public expenditure ſhould not. be liable 


to the fame inſpeRion and control as is applied tao a e which - 


"Appears to (my at left whilſt the wa is 5er wodied, to  nearly® 
mila. e 

2. Your Commis now og to layb before the Houſe ſuch opi- 
nions as they have been enabled to form on the farther, queſtion ſub- 
mitted to their confideration, [a Now: far N ora 
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Under d this h ead, 1 no "reaſons. occur to your  Cominittee 'why the 
Tegulations and. checks applied to control the public expenditure, 
way. not be "conſidered as being finally effectual for this purpoſe : : 
t e authortry which originally directs and limits a conſiderable part 
thereof, namely, the eſtabliſhment of the ſeveral regiments, is clear 
and. ee ; and the incidental charges connected with the eſta⸗ 
| hliſhment (making a ſecond general hgad of the expences controlled 
in tbis office) are of daily occurrence, and capable of being eaſily 
checked by the Secretary at War, aſſiſted by the Examiner of the 
Aray, Accounts. 

_ Your. Committee, however, think themſelves jufüifted in ſtating, 
Wks it appears (as will be particularly detailed hereafter) that the 
ſoveral regimental accounts are delivered into this office at irregular 
periods, and in ſome eaſes very remote from the time when the ex- 

were incurred, and that it is poſſible that the 15 0 may _ 
aid ſome riſk from this circumſtance. | 


*  COMPTROLLERS OF THE ARMY ACCOUNTS. 


_ Your Committee next proceed 10: offer ſome remarks on the FI 


cacy of the meaſures adopted, by the means of theſe officers, to check - 


the public expeaditure ; ; and in explanation thereof they beg to refer 
A 5 he official communication which they have received 
wo this fubjeRt, . It appears from thence, that in the judgement of 
.the preſent, -ymptrollers, the mode of check and regulation applied 
140 ge e <xtraordinaries of the army, incurred at home, 4 ind thoſe 
Ai ng fr n l the bills of Governors for ordinary and contingent ex- 
penecs a road, and the pay on ſubſidies of foreign troops, Are in certain 
* _ cafes fully | effeQual, and i in others as much ſo as the nature of the 

PE | cafes admit * with the. two following poſſible exceptions ; 


as 155 5 expenditure arifng from the-delive 2 forage to non-effec- 
tive horſes, or paying money in Ii lieu thereof, which (they ſtare) not- 
,,»thſtanding the moſt careful regulations hitherto eſtabliſhed by the 
mptrollers, and the. utmoſt vigilance 'of the” ſuperintending 

\ officers, have poſſibly | not been completely effectual. 2dly, On the 
"hi ils of the Apothecary. general, the Comptrollets remark, that the 
el ations to check this ex penditi ture ſeem to be cron, "unleſs it 
W be be thought. neceffary to require, as a farther” voucher, the ap- 
tus xeceipt of the ſeveral articles. the erſons, and for the uſe of 
\ ther regiments and, Fu Tpitals for 1 the . K were ordered, and to 


No they were addrefled; as the certifi cates 4nd? 10 "tie bill 


ſent i 
herea! 
that r 
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only aſcertain chat the Secretary at War is ſatisfied * the arti- 
cles had been forwarded” to! their reſpective deſtinations, according 
to, the directions from time to time given to te. Apotherary- 
general. 
* On the remaining head of expenditure, ariſing from the felt dt 
active armies abroad, your: Committee are by no means prepared te to 
fay, that the Tegulations and checks applied to control the ſame have 
been effeQual ; nor do they think themſelves juſtified i in reporting 
the contrary ; eſpecially as many of the accounts relating thereto 
either are at preſent, or in future muſt be in due courſe ſubmitted 
to the examination of the proper officers : they cannot avoid, 'how- 
ever, remarking that it will be the peculiar duty of the Executive 
Government to uſe every poſſible exertion to enſure a ſtrict and vi- 
gllant examination into the accounts of the whole expenditure, into 
the conduct of the perſons concerned therein, and into all tranfie- 
tions connected therewith : ſuch an examination may furniſh the 
means of correQing and reducing the amount of the preſent ex- 
pences, by procuring re-payments in caſes where they may appear 
to be due; and the exertion of due attention and vigour in the pre- 
ſent inſtance may in itſelf produce the. moſt falutary conſequences 


hereafter, in caſe any neceſſity ſhould involve us in n 


W 


that may lead to de organ of the ſame nature. 


PAYMASTER-GENERAL OF THE FORCES. It 


It does not appear to your Committee, that the Payinaſter: general 
has any active control over the public expenditure ; it being his duty 
to make payments miniſterially, and without diſcretion, in putlu- 
ance of the warrants directed to him by the Secretary at War, or 
the Treaſury, or by both, as the caſe may be, or in payment of the 
drafts of the Deputy Paymaſters abroad, for the ordinary ſervices of 
the army. The Pay- office muſt therefore be looked upon as 5 
office of mere account ; and as affecting the public expenditure on 
ſo far as it performs its duty, as an office of account, wien expe 
and regularity... 3 
Galt Nor Committee, confi idering the preceding meaſures with a view 
merely to their effect, in producing a regular and expeditious belle 
ment of the army accounts, feel themſelves obliged to declare 18 
they have not been effectual. Ia the firſt place, they refer 
Houſe to a paper received by them from the Pay- office, which ſtates, 
; * that there have been four accounts of the Paymaſter-general de- 
.* livered at the office for auditing the public accounts,' from 24h 


165 * April, 1782 2.to 24th | December 1785, but it does not a 2 
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44 that theſe, accounts are- ſettled by. che commiſſioners Tor ci 
„ the public accounts“. 5 n eee 
L it is not the object of this particular report to make inquiries 
reſpeQing any office beyond thoſe already mentioned, your Com- 
mittee forbear' to make any remark on this return, other than that 
ir appears by direct inference, that no accounts have been delivered 
by the Pay-office to the Commiſſioners for auditing the public ac. 
chats. Gince the 24th of December 1785, being a period of up- 
wards of eleven years; and as the whole of the ordinary and extra. 
grdinary expences of the army are paid either directly by the Pay- 
maſter, or indirectly through his ſub- accountants, it is obvious that 
the' tum not finally accounted for by the Pay-office muſt be of an 
enormous extent. Your Committee muſt however remark, that ir 
appears from the whole of the foregoing part of this" report, that 
every article contained in this large ſum muſt, in the ordinary courſe 
of buſineſs, and by the various means detailed, have undergone an 
examination before the warrants could be granted directing it its pay. 
ment, namely, either by the examiner of the army accounts, or 'by 
the Comptrol lers, or by the Commiſſaries of Accounts abroad; of 
when defrayed by bills drawn on the Treaſury, it muſt have been 
examined in the office of the Sceretary of State, or in the depart- 
ment having cognizance of the particular CXPENCE a 
It muſt alſo be obſerved, that the delay in bringing forward the 
accounts of the Paymaſter- general does not retard the final exami- 
nation of the accounts of all perſons, (who, by receiving money from 
Him, become his ſub-accountants} before the Commiſſioners for au- 
Hung the public accounts, as your Committee find it etucted, 
. "That the Paymaſter- general, &. &c. who ſhalt hereafter pay into 
& he hands of any perſon or perfons whomſoever, money for public 
*" ſervices by way of impreft or on account, ſhalt, within thirty days 
of the it of December in every year, tranſmit an aecoumt 
* 'of all fürns of money iffued or paid by him to any perſon or per- 
ons for the public fervice, within the preceding year, to the 
«@ Commilioners to be appoimed under the authority of this act, 
„ who ſhall, and they are hereby required forthwith to-tranſniſt 
Aduplteates or me ſame to His Majefty's' Remembrancer in the 
* ed of Exchequer, ho- thall immediately on receipt af fuch 
"accounts, = the ſins fo feet" in 1 agaitift the parties, in 
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1 Ike Ike as is ; now practiſed with reſpect to perſons who re- 
e ceive money by way of impreſt and on account at the Kane of 
« His Majeſty's Exchequer.” 


Your Committee obſerve, that the fum paid for army. ferviews | by 


perſons who become liable to account, under the above ſtatute, for 


money received to defray army ſervices, muſt bear a eonſiderable 
proportion to the whole ſum contained in the accounts: of the Pay- 
mater · general, as the ſeveral inſtructions given to the Commiſ- 
ſaries- general ſerving with the armies abroad prove, that all the 
ſums paid on account of the ordinary and extraordinary ſervices of 
the army paſs through the hands of the Deputy e 
n. | 

It will appear to the Houſe, on referring to the regulations con- 
tained 3 in the Pay-office aQ, that the materials and documents, which 


compoſe a conſiderable part of the account of the Paymaſter-general, | 
driginate from perſons over whoſe conduct he has no control, and 


that there is a. regular line of ſucceſſion in preparing them from the 
tegimental Paymaſter to the agent, and from the agent to the Secre- 
tary at War, who finally delivers them at the Pay- office. Theſe 
ſeveral aceounts and documents, being directed by the act to be de- 
livered in ſucceſſion at certain periods, your Committee have con- 
ceived it to be apart of their duty to inquire how far the directions 
of the act have been complied with. 
1. The regimental pay maſters, being directed by the faid 200 to 
tranſmit their accounts of the ſubſiſtence, &c. paid by them to 
elfectives, every two months to the agent, and of certain contingent 
axpences within three months after the 24th of June and. the t 
of December in each year, your Committee have examined Mr. 
Greenwood, an army agent; from whoſe evidence it appears, that 
within his experience, the regimental paymaſters, whether ſerving 


abroad or at home, have not, generally ſpeaking, tranſmitted their 


accounts within the periods fixed by the Pay. office act. Your 
Committee will have oceaſion to notiee this part of the ſu 
more fully at a ſubſequent part of their report. 18 A 
2dly, The next deſcription of perſons in the n "maſs 
eoaduct is regulated by the Pay-office act, are the regimental 
2gents,, who are therein directed to tranſmit their accounts 
of all regular regiments ſerving in Great Britain, and of the em- 
bodied militia, to the Seeretary at War, within fix months after 
the 2 4th of December in each year; your Committee, in this in- 
Ando (withonrnorchig' che scedutes of regiments ſerving "abfoad, 
which are alſo ſubjoct to poſitive regulation, Khen 'the gent Have 
received the neceſſary documents relating to them) repeat the obſer- 
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vntion contained in their third report, . that: at the period- therein 
alluded to, out of one hundred and nĩnety: eight accounts of this 
40 deſerĩption, only fourteen had been . within the 4 
<<. preſtribed by a poſitive law. 

{:2dly; The remaining. office thacugh: oth, the regimental ac- 
enunts paſa, on their way to the Paymaſter- general, is that of the 
Secretary: at, War, who by the Pay-office act is directed “ to exa- 
mine and ſettle, or cauſe: to be examined and ſettled, the afore- 


4 ſaid annual accounts, and to tranſmit the ſame, - together with 


. © E* certificates of the ſeveral charges allowed in the ſame accounts, 
© and the balance of the ſame, within three months after the re- 
« receipt of the ſaid accounts reſpectively, to the office of the Pay- 
cc maſter- general of His Majeſtys land forces. 
> Your. Committee, - again referring to a paper 3 to their 
third report, and confining themſelves, as in the former inſtance, 
to the caſe of regiments who have ſerved in Great Britain during 
the hole war, obſerve, that out of 149 accounts received by the 
| Secretary at War, 89 have been, and 60 have not been examined 
r by the act, viz. - x 
1 aecounts of the year E 


* 
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NS ia 1795 5 30 
n 0 o bara. K 5 60 
201 93: I 2 | . | —— 


» Your eue having eviidedes ſo far in their Macy i into bite 
preſent ſtate of the army accounts, have felt it impoſſible not to 
ehiter into à farther examination of the queſtion; and have called 
on the Pay-office to inform them, what are the particular accounts 
wanting, and which are deſcribed in the Pay- office act, as enabling 
ide Paymaſter· general to make up the annual accounts,” directed to 
de trantmitted by him to the auditors; and they find that if the 
««- regimental accounts were ſettled, and the clearing warrants de- 


«© \ivered; tis accounts would” bon Totardes "bf no other ir- 


2 Tt 


« cnmſtange:”” 
our Goimaiitice Jas obtained two o papers Babi the Pay- offer 
on this ſubject; and they obſerve,” that in the firſt Iiſt the number of 


accounts not made up (debenture warrants not being re- 
ae th Tay after) is, ir tlie years” 178 2 and 1 783; rrenty- 
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the ſedond iſt) are ———— . 4. >the _— warrants are not 
men Payr offe. o „n babulle 

In the years 1790, word hn 703. 79.45 hs navibet 
of regiments whoſe annual accounts are not made up debemure 
warrants not being received-at the Pay- office, is ſixty fout, to which 
number muſt be added the annual accounts of all regular and fen- 
eible regiments in pay during the years 1793, 1794, and T795, 
with the exception of thirty -vegolas 4 fix n. nn 
whoſe” aceounts are made up. 

It farther appears to your 8 chat in „ ſremnd nt, the 
namber of regiments, from 1782 to 1795, both incluſive, whoſe 
accounts are made up (debenture warrants having been received at 
the Pay- office) but not ſettled by the reſpective agents (i. et the 
clearing wartants not being n at the Pay-ofhoeyi is * hun. 
dred aud eight. 1 17 

Vour Committee, deſirous of giving the Houſe all me akin 


tian im their power on the effect of the above evidence; as applied 


tothe preſerit queſtion, and which can only appear by an explana- 
tion of the forms in which this buſineſs is officially conducted, tefen 
to certain papers already alluded to, and annexed to their appendix; 
from which it appears, that after the account of a regiment is made 


up by the agents, and examined | at the War- olive. the debenture 


warrant is. addreſſed by the Secretary at War to the Paymaſter-ge- 
neral, which ſtates the amount of the charges allowed to be due to 


the regiment, and directs him to make out a debenture complete for 


the regiment, being an account of what is due to, it,” bath ander che 
authority of the eſtabliſiment and for contiggent ſervices. allgwed.. 
This debenture warrant is accompanied by a ſtate of charges, which. 
an account in four. columns, the two firſt of which, ſtate ſeyerally.. 
« the ſums. expended, or due,” and the < ſums received... the:twa. 
lauer ſtate what, is. * received over,”. or, «« reccived.ſhoxt,”, — 
each head of ſer vice. The account being balanced, the, ſtatement. 
of the ſums expended or due is certified and ſigned. byf the Jegte· 
tary at War. On the receipt of this warrant at the er ne 
debenture is made out, founded on the ſtatement delivers 
and being tranſmitted by the Pay- office to the Secretarꝝ· ac War, The 
eee under the King's ſign, manual, is iſſuedgopynters., 
bene by ghe,, Sceretary, at War- and, three, Lords af the. T's 
which direQs_ the, final payment of the account: bye the Paygaſiers, 


general (where money is due to the regiment) and is among his 


"ouchers. before; the, Commiſſioners for auditing, the publie, ac- 
cant) n >mot zud {2115597 gag anfgrtk's 24u33G9bj qu Shem 218 
t appears, therefore, that the regimental accounts contained i in 
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ſo ys as 1 enable the Sede at War to frame the ſtate of 
charges, and iffue the debenture warrant; and that in the ſecond 
lic, this examination and ſettlement has taken place; but that the 
clearing accounts, if delivered to the perſons entitled to receive 
them, haye not been tranſmitred by the perſon in whoſe poſſeſſion 
they ate to the Paymaſter. general. 

It is, however, from both caſes perfectly clear, that the Pay. 
maſter-general has not, from the year 1782 to the year 1795, 
both inefuſive, received the complete accounts, enabling him to 
make up his annual accounts, as directed by the Pay: office act. 

It is ſtated to your Committee, that the Paymaſter-general's 
t accounts are never delivered to the auditors in a complete ſtate, 
4 nor with all the neceſſary vouchers. The accounts are made up 
« as nearly complete as they will at the time of delivery admit of; 
« and the auditor's office receives them in that ſtate.“ But your 
Committee think it their duty to obſerve, that it is alſo repreſbiiet, 

that the accounts for the year 1783 have not been yet cloſed by 
ee the auditors; and that, it being their practice not to begin a 
. ſubſequent ) year before they had concluded the antecedent one, 
even if the accounts for years ſubſequent to 178 5 had been 
4. delivered from the Pay- office, no farther progreſs would have 
«© been made towards their final ſettlement than has been made at 
= preſent.“ . 

Your Committee have received certain betete from 
the War-office on both liſts of the regimental accounts above de. 
tailed, which are contained in the Apreodix, and to | which they 
refer the Houſe. © 

Your Committee being deſirous, of iceitdiaon whether any, or 
what, part of the delay in bringing forward the regimental accounts 
Bas ariſen from the regulations of the Pay- office act, have propoſed 
"certain queſtions to Mr. Greenwood, who is agent to a very con- 
Fama proportion of the Army; and from his evidence it ap- 

5 That the Paymaſters of regiments ſerving abroad have, in 

— Ame inſtances, tranſmitted their accounts regularly, within the 
Hmited periods, to the regimental agents; but that, generally ſpeak- 
Ing, the fact has been otherwiſe. | In ſome inſtances, no accounts 
"have k been received ſince 1793. That there are ſeveral cauſes for 

*this" irregularity « Iſt, The regimental” pay mayſters are generally 
commiſſioned officers," and conſequently have other daties ; 2dly, 
Parts of regiments are frequently detached ; and, 3dly, The na- 
ture of the particular ſervice of ale regiment may occaſionally pro- 
duce irregularity. Mr. Greenwood, however, thinks the period 


| 3 , 


allot 
two 
i 
firſt 
but: 
the 
alloy 
WOOL 
by tt 
—Þ 
Accor 
niſhe 


by th 
ſettle: 

Ye 
is a n 
taken 


ment 


irregi 
can b. 
the c: 
with 
Comr 
till th 
ſettled 
can b 
ſtated, 
return 
be got 


ſtated, not only be diſtant, but uncertain. 


DEBRATE S. 235 


* 


allotted by the act to regimental „ ſuffcient, except the 
two latter cauſes of delay ſhould occur. _ 

As to paymaſters at home, Mr. Greenwood Hake. that in \ the 
firſt inſtance, the accounts are in moſt caſes tranſmitted. regularly, 
but are frequently returned on account. of inaccuracies ariſing. from 
the perplexed. nature of the account, occaſioned by the ſeveral late 
allowances. Subject to this obſervation, it appears, that Mr. Green- 

wood thinks that the period given to OPIN paymaſters at home, 
by the aQ, 1s ſufficient. 

With reſpect to the time given to agents for the making up their 
accounts, Mr. Greenwood thinks it ſufficient, provided they are fur- 
niſhed with their materials by the regimental paymaſters | in .due 
ſeaſon. He makes, however, one exception to this opinion, in the 
caſe of regiments ſerving abroad. | 

It farther appears, 8 the return of the War-office UL 5 
this Report, that, ſuppoſing the accounts duly and regularly, made up 
by the agents, the time allotted by the act for their examination and 
ſettlement at the War- office is ſufficient. | 

Your Committee, in concluſion, wiſh to notice one effect, 8 
is a neceſſary conſequence of the delay and irregularity which has 
taken place in the examination and ſettlement of the ſeveral regi- 


mental accounts, viz. That it produces a correſpondent delay, and 


irregularity as to the time when the arrears of military officers 
can be paid, At preſent, indeed, this obſervation applies. only to. 
the cafe of officers holding a rank ſuperior to that of a ſubaltern ; ; 
with ref pect to whom it appears, from the evidence ſtated by your 
Committee i in their third Report, that their arrears cannot be paig 
till the accounts of the year to which. they belong are examined and 
ſettled. And it is elear, therefore, that the time when ſych arxears 
can be received muſt, under the practice which has been aboye 
It is ſtated indeed, by A 
return from the War- office, that the preſent 2 arrear of buineſs will 
be got rid of by extraordinary exertion. ; 7 a 


Four Committee, on a conſideration of the whole cir xm 
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236 PARLIAMENTARY 

Lacton 10 Heisst nt stesrozb E ots 2 
| Your Committee proceed to their tiexf general bend of inquiry, 
namely, what increaſe or diminution has taken place ſince the ꝓcar 
1782, in the hümber or amount of the falaries and emoluments of 


the offices of the Secretary at War, the Comptrollers of the Army 
Accounts, and the Paymaſter general of His Majeſty's Forces. 


SECRETARY AT WAR. 


The eſtabliſhment of the War- office, at Chrifimas 1 782, con- 
ſiſted of the Secretary and Deputy Secretary at War, a firſt clerk, 
and two principal clerks, with five other clerks or officers preſiding 
over certain departments in the office. The ſalaries of the above 
officers, independent of emoluments, in 1782, amounted to 


4,903]. 14s. The eftabliſhment at Chriſtmas 1796, conſiſted of 


the Secretary and Deputy Secretary at War, a firft clerk, and three 


principal clerks, and eight perſons, or their aſſiſtants, placed at the 


head of different departments of the office, whoſe ſeveral duties are 
deſeribed in a paper annexed to this Report. It appears, there- 
fore, that in point of the number of perſons receiving ſalaries, 
there has been an-increaſe of four, being one principal clerk, two 
aſſiſtants to the Examiner of the Army Accounts, and the 
« Examiner of Army Muſter Rolls,“ being a new department, 
and ariſing from the regulations contained in the Pay: office ct. 
_» The amount of the falaries of theſe officers T3 
(independant of emoluments) at Chriſtmas 1796, | 
was — — — £- 5.991 12 O 
the amoum ſtated at Chriſtmas 1782 4003 14 © 


7 ie total of increaſe of ſalaries was therefore - 1,9 27 18 0 
On * to the x returns made upon this ſubje, the pages 
Lars of this increaſe appear to be as follows.: 
- Increaſe of falary to deputy ſecretary. . 500. 0 © 
Ditto to examiner of army accounts „ „ 300 . © 
Salary of an aſſiſtant e J. 400 0:0}. 72⁰ s 2 
af Ditto to another 320 0i:0.' 1405 
Inereaſe to the n aa the entry of commiſſions. 218 12 © 
0 
o 
0 


Ditiomto the clerk for the eee 49 


Ditto to the clerk for widows penfions- + © 114 8 
nin wg to eee army-roſer rolls 200 O9 
Sens aol eee 22K 2 2 *y 55 . 2,00 0 0 


ö 


ries, 6191. 78. 


and their ſalaries 45 §l. 2s. ; making the increaſe in nuimnber 


40 


* ” — . * * 
— 1 8 , @ 44 


Deduct à decreaſe in  falaries/ of Ap” 
: clerks, viz. | i — , 2 "Yo 


— W 


The toral of che adus! ieteaſe is therefore 45 1,9 27. 78 —— 


Bef NU this increaſe, it appears hae the aunt of Scher PEA 


at the War- office, in 1782, was twelve; that the total of their .. 


ſalaries then was 1,190l. 13s. But that the number of other 
clerks, in 1796, was twenty one; and that the total of their 


ſalarles was 1,8 10l. The increaſe therefore ot perfons'vf this de- 


ſeription, ſince 178 2, has been nine, and in the total a thefr Tala 


The number of retired clerks, in 1582, 4 was wo, and che 
ſalaries 400 l. The number of retired clerks, in 1 796, was four, 


of retired clerks two, and the total of the increafe of their Tafa- 
ries 5 51. 28. 

Your Committee having remarked, that in the paper — 
an account of the ſeveral duties of the elerks and officers dt he 


War- office, there is a diſtinct column, entitled “ Emoluments, 


and finding by a note at the end of that paper, that certain perſbnis 


belonging to the office are paid both by a ſalary and by an eſtahfHε.. 


proportion of the fees paid to the office: and that the fum ſet op- 
polite the name of each officer ſtates the amoumt fected by Him 
under the head of ſalary and fees taken together, and ig caleulateil 


on an average of fifteen years; they proceeded to eall for 4 ftate- 


ment of the authority by which the ſaid” fees have been demanted, 


and a ſchedule, aſcertaining the ſum puid on each in Hturnent br oc- 


cafion, and an account of the application thereof. Upon this ſub- 
jc it appears, « that no document is to be found: at the War- 
office, authorizing the ſeveral and reſpective fees which may be 
demanded therein; nor does any officer hw belonging W the 
department, or retired therefrom, know of ay orders havitig 
59 been given on the ſubject: that che: fees have been conftaritly the 

ſame, within the recollection of the perſons whoſe duty it has 
been to collect them ; and they ſpeak from tłieir dn experience 


and uniformly adhered to the ſame rules in demanding them, 
as they underſtood to have deen obſerved by the officers who 
*« preceded them in the collection. 

A ſchedule of the fees paid at he Werft, 10 M paßer de- 
eribing the application thereof, are anne xed to this Report; from 
which it appears, that (with the exception of an occalional arrange- 
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ment made in favour of two retired principal clerks).they have been 
excluſively paid i in certain proportions to the following clerks and 
officers : 1. Deputy Secretary at War. 2. Firſt Clerk. 3. Prin- 
cipal Clerk. 4. Ditto. 5. Ditto. 6. Clerk for Entry, of 
Commiſſions. 7. Clerk for Accounts of Deſerters. 8. Clerk 
for Buſineſs of Widows' Penſions. 9. Examiner of Army Ac- 
counts. 10. Aſſiſtant to the Examiner of Army Accounts. And, 
with a view of collecting more accurate information on this queſtion, 
your Committee alſo required an account of all fees received at the 
War-office, during the years 1792 and 1796 (being reſpeQively 
periods of peace and war) with the diſtribution thereof; whereby 
it appears, that the amount received and diſtributed, was, in the 
year 1792, 49971. 3s. 4d.; in the year 1796, 42,7311, 11s. 
11d, The total of the ſalaries in the year 1796, was 8, 5 50l. 4s. 
which, together with the fees above ſtated, makes the ſum of 
51,2901. I5s. I1d., of which there was paid by the Public, 
46,1271. 7s. 3d., and by individuals 5, 1631. 8s. 8d., ſubject to 
deduQtions of 521. for taxes, leaving the total net tree, anno 
1796, 51,238. 158. 11d. 

The above facts having particularly excited the attention of your 
Committee, they have annexed to their Report a table, ſtating the 
| receipt of the above-mentioned officers -and clerks, on an average, 


from 1782 to 1796, both incluſive, conſiſting of ſalaries and fees 


blended together, and alſo containing an account of the ſalaries and 


fees / (diſtinguiſhing each) reccived by the ſame officers and clerks, 


anno 1796, including alſo the ſalaries and fees allotted to two re- 


tired principal clerks. With reſpect to the emoluments which ap- 
pear to have been received by the retired. clerks, your Committee 
beg leave to refer the houſe to a letter from Mr. Lewis, the Under 
Seeretary at War, in which the elaims of theſe gentlemen, to public 
| IE; are ſtated. And they have annexed to this Report, 


& > > ww 


office, but mie ey by officers —_ to this department, 
amounting in the whole to 4,6111. 6s., and the pay of Nathaniel 
Brunton; Eſq; as Captain in the Navy, and Geo. V. Hart, Eſq. 
as ſecond eutenant-colonel I in the 7 Sth en of foot. 
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of falatics and emoluments, including 20l. per annum paid to one 
ſuperannuated officer, was |... — 3 4,331 2 8 

The ſalaries being £ 186309 
The emoluments 4 — 17 


sz 2 8 


All the emoluments belonging to the office, akiding of cer= 
tain fees and. gratuities paid to the ſeveral clerks and officers, 
were aboliſhed in the year 1783, and fixed falaries were ſub- 
ſtituted in liey of the payments made by ſalaries and emoluments 
jointly. 

The number of diſtinct alaries, in 1797, appears to be ink, 
being an increaſe of four, 
in 1797 is 4,470l., being an increaſe beyond the former eſta- 
blifhment, conſiſting of falaries and emoluments, of 1381. 178. 
4d. ; or if the allowance to the ſuperannuated officer of 201. per 
annum be not conſidered as belonging to the eſtabliſhment, of 
1581. 178. 4d. : 
Jour Committee farther report, that by ſtat. 38 Geo. 3 I 
e. 52. the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts have been, in 


virtue of that office, named among the number of the Com- 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts ; in virtue of which 


appointment they receive each a falary of 5 Ool. per annum, in 


addition to the ſum of 1,0001, per annum they are entitled to as 
Comptrollers. They are alſo, in virtue of their office, Members 


of the Board for the management of the affairs of Chelſea Hoſ- 


pital; 


for their ſervices, pains, and labour, in which department 
they receive no ſalary or cmolument whatever. 


The Secretary. 


to the Board attends the General Officers who compoſe. the 


eloathing Board, in capacity of Secretary to that Board likewiſe, 
but for this ſervice he reccives no additional falary or emalument 
whatever. 
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Your Committee find, from a return made to their * by 
the Pay- office, that the eſtabliſhment, previous to the act of the 
twenty-third/of; his preſent "Majeſty, conſiſted! of the! Paymaſter 
and Deputy Paymaſter-general, caſhier, and other clerks and 
officers, making, in, the whole eight; that there were alſo eight 
junior clerks. employed, with an e two meſſen 


And the amount of the ſalaries paid 
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that there were nine Deputy. Paymaſters. abroad, ſix of whom 


were emplo ed on A ſalar of os. diem, and three at J. T 
Wk. 3 1 * 27 A Whe 
The net receipt of the whole eſtabliſhment of. the Paymaſier . 
general, his officers and clerks {excluſive of the ; falari 
falary paid to the Deputy Paymaſters abroad) . 4. d. publi 
was — — 16,973 LY | 
1 to Deputy Pay- 23,561 1 8 
Waſters abroad — 6,588 0 © 2551 | y, 
of which 11,5731. 198. 1d. conliſted of fees and MOTT! paid to the f 
certain officers excluſively. TE ps War. 
_ Your Committee have called for a return, ſtating what a Com 
tions took place in purſuance of the Pay- office act, and find, that any 
at preſent no fees, perquiſites, or gratuities, are taken in the Pay- might 
office of the army; and that the eſtabliſhment made immediately of Ac 
on the paſſing the act, conſiſted of the Paymaſter and Deputy « W 
Faymaſter- general, and ſix principal clerks and officers, making in C an 
the whole eight; and alſo of eight junior clerks, a ſtorekeeper, two &« off 
meſſengers, and a houſekeeper, the net ſalaries of whom amounted « pai 
to 11, oool. Since that period there has been an addition of two &« dui 
clerks, and increaſe of ſalary to two others as aſſiſtauts in the « fer 
departments of the accountant and caſhier ; the increafe in point of « lift 
ſalary being 340l. The total thereof, independently. of the ſala- « wh 
ries of the Deputy Paymaſters abroad, is 1 1, 340ͤ., being a de- Th 
ereaſe in the whole emoluments of the office, in compariſon with the off 
the receipt before the Pay- office act, of 5,6331- 1s. 8d. Your « the 
Committee alſo beg leave to remind the Houle, that by the Pay- © ſho 
office act, the Paymaſter-general was deprived of OF: puſs that « of e 
might accrue from the cuſtody of the public money. « tha 
The pteſent annual amount of the ſalaries to © tog 
Deputy Paymaſters (excluſive of. thoſe named in 50 « qua 
the return, and-whoſe: appointments have ceaſed) ' . 8. d. In 
is 5, 20 fl., being a decreaſe in ſalaries to Deputy ſinee e 
e : RY — — — 8 5 191! that th 


- Deereaſe-on the eſtabliſhment - - — 5. 633 24 8. 


—__ 


Total of the deercaſe i in this office 5. 9 7,016 1 * 


A 


The total amount 23 wy os jo ry on this: *ſtabliſhwent 


renn 
receive from. other departments of. Government; i 18, 24536 38. 8d. N 
the. F. iculars of which are contained. in A! paper.'nnncxed, to the! lity to 
oh rom . 25 42 210 £ 2 Hood) 31 i264 10 40h ach lo of the © 
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The laſt queſtion for the, _ conſideration of your "Commits? is; 
Whether any, and what farther meaſures can be adopted for 
redueing the expenditure, or diminiſhing the total amount of 
ſalaries. and emoluments in theſe offices, without detriment 0 the 
public ſervioe. TS.” 1 0h 


- 


SECRETARY AT WAR. 


6 Vour Committee having received a confiderable impreſſion from 
the ſtatement laid before them; reſpecting the fees received in the 
War- office, have thought it adviſable to refer to the reports of the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, and of Inquiry, to aſcertain whether 
any principle has been recommended by their authority, which 
might apply to the preſent caſe. They find, that the Commiſſioners 
of Accounts, ſpeaking of certain offices in the Exchequer, declare, 
« We are of opinion, that in the place of all theſe ſalaries, fees, 4 

| © and gratuities, there ſhould be ſubſtituted and annexed to theſe : iy! 

„ offices, of whatever rank or denomination, one certain ſalary, ; 

« paid to the officer by the public, quarterly, and free of all de- 18 
« ductions; this fglary ſhould be an ample compenſation for the 
i ſervice required, and the quantum. eſtimated by the various qua- 

&« lifications and circumſtances neceflary for the execution, mw 
« which together furm the title to the reward.” ine 
The Commiſſioners of Inquiry, in their firſt report concerning 
the offices of the Secretaries of State, ſay, We are of opinion, that 

« the whole fees and gratuities - received in theſe offices, &c. &. 
«© ſhould conſtitute one general fund in the hangs of the chief clerł 
« of each office, ' towards defraying the expence of the office, and 
that the ſalaries of the under ſecretaries, clerks, and other officers; 
together with every other attendant expence, be paid, deem 

« quarterly, as far as the ſaid fund will produce.“ 

In thoſe and in other offices, the plan ſo recommended has beet 
ſince carried into execution; and it appears to your Committee, 
that the. eſtabliſhment of fixed and certain. ſalaries, to' be. defrayed 
out of a general fee fund, as far as the ſaid fun will produce, is | 
particularly deſirable in the preſent inſtance ; and they do, „ | 
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conſideration, recommend the adoption of ſuch a meaſure, on- ſuch 
a ſcale as may afford liberal and ample reward to the under ſecre= || 
tary, clerks, and officers of the War- office, proportioned to the trut 
ſeverally repoſed in them; to their perſonal labour; and their abi- 
lity to promote the public ſervice, by a faithful and active Der J 
of the duties of their reſpeQive offices. : | 145 
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--. Your Committee having made this genetal remark on the amount 
of: che ſulaties and emoluments which have- bam received at the 
War- office, beg to obſerve; that, conſiderimg the heavy preſſure of 
the public buſmeſs there (and, they may add, its great arrear) they 
eannot recommend any diminution at preſent of the number 
of - — * ee. without detriment to the publie 

: Your Gabe farther wiſh to cle theirs t in the 
general principle of giving perſons, who have retired: through age 
or infirmities, a liberal compenſation for their paſt ſervices ; but 
they are of opinion that this compenſation ought to be limited in its 
extent, and given in conformity with thoſe regulations which they 
have thought it their duty to propoſe reſpeQing the future en 
tion of the: fees paid at the War- affioe. | 


COMPTROLLERS OF ARMY ACCOUNTS, 


Your Committee have already ſuggeſted, that pofſibly farther 
meaſures may be neceſſary for reducing the expenditure arifing from 
the delivery of forage to non- effective horſes ; and for checking the 
| Expenditure in the department of the Apothecary-general ; and moſt 
eſpecially, that a ſtrict and vigilant examination ſhould be made 

no the accounts and conduct of all perſons connected with the ex- 
penditure ariſing from the ſervice of active armies abroad. They 
have only to add, with reſpect to the particular eſtabliſhrthent of this 
office, that in their opinion, no © meaſures can at preſent be adopted 
« for diminiſhing the total amount of the ſalaries belonging to the 
<« office of the Comptrollers of the Army Accounts, without de- 
* "Cirnent to the public ſervice. 


PAYMASTER- GENERAL OF THE FORCES. 


Voor Committee have already noticed, that the -recommenda- 
tion of the Commiſſioners of Accounts, relative to the cloathing of 
the army, has not been adopted; that there is great delay and irre- 
gularity-as & the time when the arrears of military officers can'be 
paid; and great delay alſo in the final ſettlement of the accounts of 


the Paymaſter· general. Under the preſent head, they have only to 


add, having conſidered the tate of the preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
Pay- office (independently of the Deputy Paymaſters abroad) and aſ- 
certained in various parts af their report, that there is a conſiderable 
| preſſure of buſineſs now at the office, and that the total amount of 
the ſalaries and emoluments have undergone :a:donfiderable reduc- 
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tion in ee of the Payr office act, are of opinion, that no 
meaſures can be adopted for reduping the total amount of ſuch Bala 
ries, Without detriment to the public ſervie. THE 

With reſpect to the Deputy Paymaſters abroad, r Cd ite 
n that, with the exception of Mr. Alexander Johnſon, the 
Deputy Paymaſter at St. Domingo, and poſſibly of Colonel Hart, 
the Deputy Paymaſter at Madras, all the Deputy Pay maſters exe- 
cute their office by deputy ; they think themſelves called upon to 
repeat the ſame obſervation which was made upon this ſubject by the 
Commiſſioners of Accounts, namely; Though deputies them- 
<« ſelves, they execute their office by deputies, being themſelves en- 
« gaged in very different employments under Government; a 
practice which they think ought to be diſcontinued in all caſes where 
ſufficient ſecurity can be obtained from perſons qualified, and wile 
ling to execute the office in Perſon. 


Fuly 19th, 1755. 25 1495 | 
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Far . ORE Jepartment is s fo new an inftitytion, | that your 
Mmittce, cannot, by any comparative view of the \circumftances 
90 y other official department, aſſiſt their judgement in forming 
an = on the ſcale of this eſtabliſhment, as compared, with, the 
duty which it is meant to diſcharge. | 
The reſult of the | inquiries which your Commilbies has made i in 
this, 1 WA may be ſtated under the heads of, 1. Eſtabliſh. 
ment 5 75 . Buildings 3 ; and, 3. Annual Expence. _ 

, The Barrack department ſtands at preſent upon a very large 
and, extenũ ve eſtabliſhment. It was originally formed in May 
1733, ang gradually increaſed, until i it was erected. into an eſtabliſh. 
1155 complete! ly diſtingt from all others, by a warrant from His 
N u, dated the 24th March 1794 ſince that period it has alfo 
been farther efflarged, owing to the additional number of temporary 
barracks, and priſons, which were, ordered in the Autumn of 1796. 

elta liſhment now conſiſts of, a Barrack-maſter-general, with 
tog. clerks under him; deputy Barrack-maſter-general ; i aſſiſtant 
| Barrack- maſſer general {3 ſupplies, with two clerks ; Accountant 
with five clerks ; aſſiſtant Barrack · maſter· general for inſpection of 


2 


barracks, and — other aſſiſtant Batrack-maſters. general for ſuper- . 


intending” and inſpecting barracks i in different diſtricts; the ſeventh 
d have n appointed on the 16th February 1797, in 

e rocuring and furniſhing the regimental hoſpi- 
and of, 1 a general hoſpitals, b eing placed under the di. 
ect on of the Barrack . ; there are alſo ſix clerks for che 


| e of the office; for the building, branch ; 3 an afſifiant 
| 


0 2 


r alte general, checking clerk, and fix other clerks ; 'P two 
ited -and ſurveyors, | two affiſtants to ditto, with three lex, 


722 


0 r fervants, i in the office an affifiant Barrack- Nee wig in 


9 9150 


8 Britain, with two aſſiſtants to ditto, and two cler a7 


1 BON 
43:98 tor the general Jener and three oth aſant Bar gk 


11510 


| Barrack ſervice, and thereby occaſion a greater number of ' officers 
upon the eftabliſhment, and an increaſe of expence to, the public 


beyond what might otherwiſe be neceſſary. No officer f in the Bar- | 


Tait 


nk deparyment i is allowed to receive any fee or emolument on the 


receipt or iſſue of the publie money, or ww advant ita e whatever 0 on | 0 1 
the purchaſe o or ifſue of ſtores. Ne Rr En | 4108 

Tri is re reſented to your Committee, by the Rail m⸗ alfer- Seite UTR 
ral, that the expence of keep ing troops in e e than "ul In 5 
keeping them in quarters; in proof of which" he has Ed before 1 


your Committee certain caleulations, according. to which f it appears 
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ters general, for the general ſervice of the department, to aſſiſt in 1480 
viſiting and inſpecting 3 : with 3 one reſident Bar- „ 
rack- maſter forty-ſeve phys 6 Tr 1 
<ſtablihdd 2h Gr t BfRain, nds | 0 
Jerſey. Bt 
The Barrack-maſter-gengral and the Deputy Barrack-maſiex. FOUR 
general are appointed, with fixed Talaries, by warrant from the We'd 
King. The ſalaries of all the other officers have, in the firſt in- e 
ſtance, been fixed by the Sceretary at War, but they are appointed i 
and their numbers increaſed by the ſole authority of the Barrack- 1 pp 
maſter-general, who appears alſo to have a diſeretionary power of Bt. 
making ſuch extra allowance to any of the officers of the depart- 1390 135 ; 
ment, beyond their fixed ſalaries, as he ſhall think proper; with a ee 
control over the whole department with regard to the appointments, {180 170 
28 well as expenditure, in the Secretary at War. The pay of the "HA 
- tefident Barrack-maſters was fixed by the Secretary at War, from 1 
* 1 

whom all ſuch appointments originate; but ſeveral of the perſons 1 
balding active ſtations in the general department, have other appoint- {1 TH 
ments and avocations, which, as it appears to your Committee, | 1 
muſt neceſſarily call them from the diſcharge of theĩr duty in the i ft 
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that there 1 is a faving, of 38. 029,” er annum on EAC man, and A 
41. 78. 1 129. on each horſe, "which, calculating on 1 „85 2 n0 no! 

commiſſioned officers and private men, and 7, 87 ho! es now it in 
bartacks, amounts to 40,5911, 58. 6d. which he ,repreſents to be 
fully ſufficient” to cover the expence incurred on account of the Bar- 
rack- Mafters, the wear and tear of bedding, &c. e repairs. of 
building. And as the« expenice of the Barrack-office elf is defrayed 
by funds arifing ng from certain arrangements made by | the arrack- T8 
maſter” gener 4, which could not ocherwiſe be brought be the rea. 1 408 
of the Nane he "thinks himſelf juſtified 1 in ſtatintz, that, „ta King the he 
hole © f the Ex of the department, it is full as ches to ket 24 
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ta your Comwmatice, that there were forty: three. nan s 
reception of troops previous to 1792, which conſiſted partly gf. forts 
_ and caſtles, and partly of buildings ercRed at different periods for 
che xeceptioh of troops in different] parts, of Great Britain, capable of 
containing 20,847 men; theſe uſed formerly to be under the di- 
roctian of perſons appaintcd by the Ordnance for the care of their 
- branch of the ſervice, of others appointed by the War office to take 
charge af che part under its own immediate direRion, and of the 
| governors of garriſons, who alſo had allowances on fixed eſtabliſn- 
" ments, out of which they found the ſoldiers with certain barrack 
horſes; there were in 1792 twenty-five reſident Barrack- maſters 
and fourteen: aſſiſtants, whoſe ſalaries amounted together to 4, 5 5 21. 
1d. Since 1792 there have been erected thirty. eight perma- 
nent barracks, capable of containing 10, 197 men, with an ap- 
pointment of thirty-five reſident Barrack-maſters, whoſ: ſalaries 
amount together to 5, 475. : and your Committee are informed 
fromthe Barrack-office, that the King's Houſe at Wincheſter, ca- 
pable of receiving 3,000 men, is alſo to be fitted up and continued 
$2 permanent barrack: it appears alſo, that there are forty · nine 
temporary harracks, erected or hired, and fitted up ſor the purpoſes 
of the war, capable of containing 58, 431 men, having eleven re- 
fident- Barrack-maſters and thirty-three aſſiſtants, whoſe ſalaries 
amount" gether to 4,909]. 55.:' making the total ſalaries of all 
mo reßdem Barrack-maſters and their aſſiſtants 14,9 36l. 78. 6d. 
an:fabliſhment-of great expence, cxcluſive of that which muſt 
aceruo to the publie for furniture, neceſſaries, and ann a 
of ſuch large and extenſive buildings. PLE 
Several of theſe barracks, in every claſs, a at Fe FR 
unfiniſhed ſtate, your Committee have annexed an account. of all 
that are fo circumſtanced. And as the military hoſpitals, which 
have been erected and are now erecting are conſidered to be within 
the Barrack department, your Committee have alſo annexed an ac- 
count of ſuch of them as are now erecting in Great Britain. The 
Barrack maſter farther ſtates, that the buildings are erected accord- 
ing to ſettled plans made by the ſurveyors of the office, and that the 
| buildings are paid for by meaſure of fair valuation, according to the 
rates uſually given for ſuch work at or in the vicinity of the places 
. where the ſame is executed. It is farther repreſented to your Com- 


- - mittee, that the money for carrying on and completing all theſe 
þuildi ngs, has been already provided by Parliament. 
3. he annual 4 of the whole barrack department, for 
the * 1796, may be 
1 


i into, ſalaries upon the 


eee 


eſtabliſhment, extra. Pays travelling 1 90 and n con- 

ti neie:: 25 bo. | : 

uV us BE, 3% f 21 N 3; 5 1 tag. 4 4. 

Total of the ſalaries on the  abliſhment 4.821 % 2:2 
Extra pay "8" = — — , 10g 1 
Travelling expenees sss 2,740 SI I'T 
Contingeneies for the office in London — 790 5 
Reſident Barrack-maſters- ., ns e 7 6 


a | n 0 22.992 16 6 
TT 

5 to any reduction of the . in this e your 
Committee beg leave to obſerve, that this muſt neceſſarily depend on 
the extent to which the Barrack ſervice may be carried upon a peace 
eſtabliſhment; your Committee have alſo to obſerve upon this 
head, that a conſiderable part of the preſent. eſtabliſhment appears 
to have been created for the expreſs purpoſe of direQing the exceu- 
tion and checking the expenditure in carrying on theſe extenfive 
works, which it has been thought expedient to erect in different 
parts of the kingdom; a branch of expence which muſt neceſſarily 
be: only of a temporary nature: and the Barrack· maſter- general 
himſelf ſtates to your Committee, that it has been his invariable 
practice to oppoſe the idea, that the Barrack- office, as it now ſtanda, 
was to be conſidered as a ſettled eſtabliſnment; as, in his opinion 
the: forming it into an eſtabliſhment, as well as che extent to which 
that eſtabliſhment may in future be carried, muſt depend pon the 


circumſtances of the country, and the future en ee and 
regulation | of the zur” 
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TIWENTY-FIRST REPORT. 


OFFICE OF ORDNANCE. 


I, belongs to, che office of Ordnance, to ſupply all military hows 

for the Army and Navy, to defray the expence of the corps of Ar- 
tillery, corps of Engineers, and other military corps attached to the 
Ordnance ſervice ; ; and alſo the charge of repairing and building 
fortifications, at home and abroad; excepting field works abroad, 
and excepting alſo thoſe fortifications which Commanders in Chief 
may deem it expedient to ere without previous inſtructions from 
home; in which two caſes the bills are paid by the Treaſury, and 
placed to account in the Extraordinaries of the Army, All con- 
tingent expences attending Ordnance ſtores, as well as camp 
equipage for the artillery, and tbe article of tents for the privates of 
' the whole army, are included in the payments of the Ordnance. 


The hire of veſſels for the tranſportation of ordnance for foreign 


tende, has, fince the eſtabliſhment of the tranſport board, been 
| transferred to that office ; and the building of barracks belongs 


now.to the Barrack department, eXcept when barracks are ordered 


to be built within a fortification. The total expence incurred under 
the Ordnance department in the preſent war, has been very conſi- 
derable, the ſums voted in the years 1794, 1795, 1796, and 
1797, amounting to about , 234, oool.; from which, if on ac- 
count of a ſuppoſed peace cſtabliſkment for thoſe years, the ſums 
of 375,0001. per annum (being the ſum eſtimated by the finance 
Committee of 1 786) and of 50,0001. per annum on account of 
the ſam voted annually in peace for the Ordnance uſe, under the 
head of naval ſervice, and alſo of 1 oo, oool. per annum for extra- 
ordinary ſervices, not included in the eſtimate, are deducted, the war 
Expences of the Ordnance already voted will be about 6 709060l. 
The total war 'expences of the Ordnance in the American wat, 
from 1776 to 1785, each incluſive, will be found to have amounted 


duftcd "for the peace eftabliſhment, from the ſums voted in Parlia- 
e A r ordnance expence of 'ths fix years of 
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about 8,054,000. „ ſfuppofing 310, oool. per annum to be de · 
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pus preceding) and ſuppoſing 50,0001. per _— to be alſo de- 
I ſe pf ſ FS 

e ws Ker hex. s! Aareal 2 VT. 

ſervice, and alſo of the Barrack ſerviee (the latter of which was in 
the former war very ineonſiderable) has been recently transferred to 
other departments, the annual expence of the Ordnance could not 
fail in this war very greatly to inereaſe, both on,account of the more 
enlarged ſcale of the ,general military operations, (not to mention 
the increaſed pries of almoſt all kinds-- of articles) and alſo through 
the peculiar demands for ſtores, which have been made in the pre- 


{ent war on the Board of Ordnance, and the very conſiderable en- 


hrgement which has taken place in its own military eſtabliſhment.” 


Your Committee are informed, that the greateſt number of arti | 


lery men in Britiſh ſervice during the American war, paid by the 
Ordnance, was 5, 356 ; and that the preſent number is 6,464 
befides a horſe brigade, conſiſting of 1,199 men, an Iriſh corps of 
See, a French corps of about 500, anda LI Gm 95 339 
men. | g 

An Saess de; YO on the Board of Ordnen has, in this 
war, ariſen from the acquiſition of new foreign eſtabliſkytents ; And 
the value alſo of the Ordnance ſtores captured in theſe; has, by vir. 
tue of a recent act of Parliament, been paid to the army and navy, 
whenever they have been jointly the captors. The fums voted in 
the Ordnance eſtimates on this account, amount to about 15 0 od. 
A new expence has alſo been incurred by fnpplying our ſuHDa 
troops with atiminition and ordnance ſtores, mel In the For fner 


4 


war was no part of our engagement. Viz ach of 


' Your Committee have thought it proper to wake ew prefinſit 


naty * 6bſervations; becaufe they have conceived” that the unprecte 
dented magnitude e of the prefent annual ſcaſe of ordnance" expenf 
ture, and the recent extenſion” Which® they ſhall have to Rate im tht 
cicil eſtabliſñwent of the office, might otherwiſe poffibly ctcate 2 
preſumption of 4 4 want of Vighldnce and cconom itt" Uns de- 
partment: | SH nn 55; 10, vs byov mn oy 
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11 "The Maſter-general and Board of Ordnance, 1 


The Maſter-general, who, in his military character, i is Com- 
mander in Chief over the Artillery and Engineers, has, in his 
civil capacity, the entire control over the whole Ordnance depart. 
ment: He can alone do any act, which can otherwiſe, if he does 
«not. interpoſe, be done by the Board; he can order the iſſue of 
money, but that order muſt be cad in uſual mode, by 
0 three Board officers.” 

The Lieutenant. general. who is ſecond in eommand over the 
Artillery and Engineers, is, in his civil eapacity, the firſt in rank 
among the Members of the Board; which comprehends four other 
principal officers, the Surveyor-general, the Clerk of the Ordnance, 
the Storekeeper, and the Clerk of Deliveries. During the abſence 


of the Maſter- general, or the vacancy of the office, the whole Execu- 


tive Power de vol ves on the Board, and it belongs to them, though 
they are ſubject to the interpoſition of the Maftcr-general, to make 
contracts for ſtores, and for performance of ſervices, and to direct 
the iſſue of ſtores and of money. The ſignatures of three Members 
of the Board, of whom the Clerk of the Ordnance muſt be one, 
are neceſlary 1 for the payment of money. 


0 af Contracts. 


nder this head, your Committee have adverted to the ds of 


contracting, and the terms upon which horſes, ordnance, and 
powder, have been provided. 

I. The Commiſſioners of Accounts have reported, < that they 
er conſider the principle of advertiſing for the different articles wanted 
„ in every branch of this ſervice, which had been adopted by the 
er Board of Orgriance a ſhort time before the date of their Report, 
t as having produced advantage to the Public; and the Bard of 


"Ordnance have informed your Committee, that, “ from the year- 


Li 56 1782, the period alluded to by the Commiſſioners, to the be- 
& ginning of the year 1795, the rule of advertiſing has been gene- 

8 Wiz: attended to in caſes where it could be adopted with adyant- 
e age to the public ſervice ; and that, fince 1795, it has been (as 
Wy the expreſs it). invariably purſued; the Maſter- general and 
"It Board being perſuaded, that the plan of obtaining the ſupplies of 
4 5 ordnance ſtöres through the channel of advertiſements, i is-the moſt 


x. Nechelkipp, the deputy clerk of the Ordnance?” ' that; in ſome 

7 |: es, ten or twelve incipal Gealets in the article wanted, have 
beet Feed by cer, to Teh ln propotals 3" unt bone off 
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The 1 at which the contracts of the Ordnance are taken, 
though not ſtudiouſſy concealed, appear not to be made publiely 
known. Your Committee have thought proper, to call for a ſpeci- 
fication of the terms on which ſeveral of the principal contracts of 
the Board of Ordnance have been lately made. | 

2dly, It appears that in Fa ordnance horſes in this war 
have not been hired as in former wars, but purchaſed ; ; and that 
the price has been limited to eighteen guineas for bat Horſes, twenty- 
three guineas for train horſes, and twenty-ſix guineas for horſes for 
the horſe artillery ; the commiſſion paid on the purchaſe being two- 
pence in the pound. The mode of obtaining them by purchaſe is 
likely, in the early part of the war, to have anſwered much better 
than that of hiring ; ; the purchaſe money of each horſe having been 
equal to not quite two years hire, and the forage having been paid 
by Government equally in both caſes. This will appear from the 
rate of hire for horſes for the train of artillery, agreed to by a con- 
tract dated the 25th of January 1793, of which the general terms 
were the following: : © For horſes on full pay, the Ordnance was to 
% pay 5s. per week, for thoſe on half pay 78.” the Contractor en- 
gaging to find forage for the horſes on full pay, and the Ordnance 
for thoſe on half pay. The price for the conductors. om full pay 
was 3s. per day, on half pay 1s. 6d. per day. 
3 Pay 1s. 3d. per day, on half pay 74d. per day. For every horſe 
| Killed in action, taken or hurt in the ſervice, the contractor was to 
be allowed 151. 158. 2 

By a later contract, dated April Sth, 179 55 made N twenty- 
ſeven months, the manner of contracting for horſes. was in ſome 
degree varied: the rate for them when at picket being ſettled at 
i 17s. 6d. per week; not at picket I 48. aſſuming them in both 
f caſes to be on full pay, and if on half pay, at 75. per \ week as 
13 before. , The contractor agreed by this“ contract, to find, in every 
, caſe, rations of forage, the ſame as is allowed to the King's horſes ; 3 
; the conſideration paid for * appears therefore to have been 9s. 
b per week. 

8 The ee TER for horſes paid in this war, very ma- 
j ; terially exceeds that in the Amerjcan war. The Commiſſioners of 
f Accounts ſtate, in 1782, the full pay for an ordnance horſe, was 

reduced 18. 63d; per day, or 78. 534d. per week, the contractor 


. 


* 2 


ſt 
f (ſupplying, the return at the peace) paid by Government. They 


e Alſo ſtate the terms of a contract made in an earlier part, of, the 
e 0 Ametican war, which was not quite ſo favourable to the Publie; - 
x the full pay fo eonduQors Waben that contract 35 der day, and to 
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of; dly, Tron ordiiahce was contracted for in the Afrierican war at 
15 Bf ton; in the preſent, at 1 61. All brafs args and is wa- 
nufactured b the Board of Ordnanee itfelf. 
The price of mufquets appears, during the preſent! ite to \bing 
been gradually riſing; and though the quantity now in ſtore is very 
confiderable, the difficulty of obtaining them is ſtated to have been 
extremely great. In the preſent year, advantages in point of 
prompt payment, as well as in price, have been, in ſome 'caſes, 
given to the gun-makers. Muſquets ſomewhat” inferior to thoſe 
commonly bought by the Ordnance, have alſo been purchaſed both 
from the India Company and from abroad. The price paid for 
the beſt Shortland muſquets has riſen from II. 1 28. 8d. to about 
11. 168. 6d. The loweſt price paid for Ae muſquets has 
been 11. 28. 
. 4thly, The price paid in this war to the powder-makers for the 
manufacturing of powder, has been 40s. per barrel; in the Ame- 
rican war it was 3os. The quality, however, is now greatly ſu- 
Perior, the proof required being much more ſtrict than formerly. 
It appears by the votes of the Houſe in the year 1788, that the 
; ſum of about 10,0001. was then directed to be applied to the pur- 


_chaſe of additional powder mills at Waltham Abbey; and your 


Committee have had the ſatisfaction of learning, that the manu- 
facturing of powder by Government, which is now carried on to a 
conſiderable extent, both at that place and at F everſham, is found 
to anſwer; 3. ſince it is ſtated to your Committee, that not only the 
powder made by Government coſts leſs by about one-fifth pat of 
the manufacturing expences, than that which has been juſt ſtated 
to be contracted for; but the experiments made by the Ordnance 
have alſo led to a general improvement in the manufacture of this 
article. The farther advantage of having always a ſtock of powder 
in poſſeſſion, ariſes from having a manufacture of it in the hands 
| _— 4859-4: oped 


41 Old Stores. 


- When old ſtores are ſent home on account of their being deemed 
ae by the officers who return them, an inſpection of them 
by the officers of the Board of Ordnance takes place at home; and 

if. they are again, pronounced unfit for ſervice, they are ordered to be 
fold, by 8 auction ſo ſoon as a ſufficient quantity has been col- 
ected. Very few ordnance ſtores are diſpoſed of abroad as unſer- 
„ igeable, thoſe of any magnitude being uſually ſent home, and 'the 
Tower is the place where in general they accumulate, . The 
public ſales for unſerviccable ordnance ores arc "nþmerouſly at- 


%E 
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tended, and by many bona Fol 3 though a eden 
among them has been ſometimes ſuſpected, and a part of the fale 
poſtponed in conſequence. Ihe Treaſurer of the Ordnance. receives 
the. value of-the:ſtores-ſold, and accounts. for. them to the rale 
by what is termed his voluntary charge. E Bi the bs 
44. Debentüre e \ orion eg 


The payments of the Board of Ordnance for the larger Neis 


(199 7 


at home, are made by debentures : : and the known and accuſtomed 


practice for ſome late years has been to make thoſe payments which 
are ſaid to be in courſe of office, at a period which is always ſome- 
hat more than three months after the date of each debenture, and 
which can never exceed ſix; to pay, for inſtance, at once, for the 
three months of January, February, and March, as early as poſible 
after the 3oth of June. 

The Maſter- general and Board were able to follow this ne from 
the iſt of July 1785, to the 1ſt of March 1795; but fince that 
time the pay ments of debentures has not been effected until about 
ſeyen to ten months after their date; which irregularity i is ſtated not 
to be owing to any inſufficiency of the funds voted by Parliament 
to defray the whole current demands of the Ordnance with pune- 
tuality, but to have ariſen from the ſupplies of money aQually 
obtained from the Exchequer having been inſufficient. The 
periods of the payments of debentures had, in ſome cafes, been 
ſettled by agreement, in others not; and an intereſt of 51. per cent. 
has been allowed in ſome caſes on the failure of payment at the 
accuſtomed period. 1 


5. Checks on the Receipt of we ebend od 01 


The receipt of ſtores is certified by the receiving officers; 'who 
are ſometimes two, and ſometimes three. ' The great receipt ĩs at 
the Tower, where three certify the Ordnance. © The Ordnance- 
receiving-officers are, in many caſes, the judges of the quality as 
well as quantity of ſtores received; but whenever technical know- 
ledge is required, a competent perſon is called in to judge of the 
article, and the certifying clerks then certify their own receipt and 
his opinion, The perſon called in is not always the ſame, and the 
ſeller is ſuppoſed to be not likely to know for a certainty who will 
be the individual called. It is ſtated, that either the reteleing or 
demanding of a fee by an officer of the Board of Ordnanoe, 
in all the cafes in which fees are prohibited, be followed by "aig. 
miſſion ; 3 and an inſtance is mentioned of « one perſon ' LA * 
< . 41 4.44 6 T: 
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6. Storekeepers. . 1 
The principal ſtorekeeper at the Toner, hat is ; bw a Dn 


officer, has the cuſtody of che ſtores delivered in there; and the 


ſtorekeepers at the outports and garriſons have in like manner the 
charge of the ſtores iſſued to them. In general, a ſtorekeeper and 
his ſeeurities are confidered as perſonally liable to pay for any de- 


ficiency in their ſtores. At the appointment of every new ſtore. 


keeper, at the outport, it is the practice of office. to take an account 
(or a remain, as it is termed) of the ſtores left. by the predeceſſor. 
The quantity reported by the officer employed in taking the remains 
to be actually delivered over, is compared by the ledger-keepet \ with 


the quantity which it appears by the ledgers of articles formed from 


the journals of receipts and iflues, that the predeceſſor ought tö 
have had in his poſſeſſion; and in caſe a deficiency ariſts, which 
cannot\be ſatisfactorily accounted for, it is ordered by the Board ts 
be made good by the predeceſſor or his repreſctitatives. | Remains 


of ſtores are ordered to be taken in like manner at all places at 
home, « once in ſeven years, as alſo at the expiration of a war. In 


foreign, parts, a remain is taken only on the appointment of a new 


orekeeper. | The ſtorekeepers abroad ſend home annual accounts 


of their receipts and.. iſſues. . When an expedition takes place, 4 


commiſſary is ſpecially appointed to take the charge of ordnanee 
ſtores, who is liable himſelf, or by his ſecurities, to make good any 


deficiency in the ſame manner as a ſtorekeeper. In the event of 


the capture of ordnance ſtores by the enemy, the commanding 
officer's; certificate of the quantity captured, is thie voucher, on the 
faith of which: alone the Board of Cp are Ivan to Bios 
eredit to the commiſſarr. 

With reſpect to the principal ee it — that no re- 
gular remain of the ſtores committed to him, was taken at the time 
of his entering into office, which was a few: years ſince. This 
omiſſion is ſtated to have happened partly through the difficulty of 
taking, at the Great depoſitory at the Tower, any regular remain at 
all, and more eſpecially at the period in queſtion, which was a 
period of war ; and partly through another difficulty which is faid 
to exiſt, that of making up the ledger accurately, and of Rating 
with eertainty the remains of all the rivinctdus balances upon it. 
Some 2 however, has been made by the hy ſtorekeepet, 


ſervice; 1 if at a buchen period, a deficiency ſhould appear on 
the taking of a remain, it would probably be impoſſible to know 
whether the ſtorekeeper who is come into office, or his predeceſſor, 
ought to be charged with it. The lateſt remain taken at the 
Tower, was taken fome years fince, and it appears to have been 
done incorrealy, as were alſo the preceding ones; for Mr. Nettle- 


ſhipp has ſtated, that there has not been, ever in his memory, any 
inſtance of a ledger ſo accurately ſtated, and of a remain fo exactly 


taken at the Tower, as to authorize a demand on the principal 
ſtorekeeper, ſuppoling a deficiency to appear; and alſo that he never 
knew of any demand on the principal ſtorekeeper for a deficien 
taking place. There is another occaſion, in which there is reaſ6y 
to ſuppoſe that-the taking of a remain has, through the difficulty of 


the caſe, been ſometimes omitted, and that is, where the Commilſ- 


ſary of ordnance ſtoxes attending an expedition has died. 

Your Committee think it proper under this head to notice, that 
a robbery, to no very inconſiderable extent, happened not long ſince, 
at one of the ſtores of the Tower. It appears to have been not 


unuſual, antecedently to this time, to let the ſtore be open when 


no clerk was preſent ; but ſtrict orders have fince been given, that 
whenever any buſineſs, either of receipt or iſſue, is going forward, 
the clerk ſhall perſonally attend, and that he ſhall be preſent at the 
opening of the ſtore early in the morning. 


7. Treaſurer. 


N Committee do not think it mia to detail the mode of | 


making, up and paſſing the accounts of the Treaſurer of the Ord- 
nance, ſince it is fully explained by the Commiſſioners of Accounts 
in the beginning of the twelfth report. His caſh is now kept at 
the Bank, Neither do they judge it neceflary to deſeribe the man- 
ner of ſettling the accounts of the military corps attached to the 
Board of Ordnanee; the practice in this reſpect e to be 
mueh the ſame as that adopted in the army. 


33 Fortifications and Services. 


 Fortifications are erected by the commanding engineer, geh 
to an order from the Mafter-general, for carrying a project into 
execution, according to, an approved plan and eſtimate. The eſti- 
mate is uſually. formed i in the. firſt place by. the engineer, who mis 
afterwards, to execute the work; and its accuracy is examined into 
by a committee of engineers at home, the expediency, of the mea- 
ſure being ſubmitted to the Maſter; general. All tortißcations, 
works, and gepars, have en earried on, fince the date of the 
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-ewelfth report of the Commifioners of accounts, in the manner re. 
commended by them; namely, by meaſurement, and by contract, 
except where the ſoldiers of the corps of royal military arüifcers 
"Have. been employed, and even in ſuch caſes the materials worked 
vp by the ſoldiers have been ſupplied by contract. 

It betongs to the ſtorekeeper at the place where the fortification 
is carried on, to make the payments. Money is impreſted to him 


for this purpoſe on account, in confequence of a' letter from the en- 


gincer to the Board, in which he mentions the particular ſervice, 
The ſtorekeeper having been made debtor for the ſums impreſted, 
is afterwards diſcharged by producing vouchers for his diſburſements, 
which conſiſt of the receipt of the perſon receiving the money, to- 
gether with the ſignature of either one or two witneſſes, who are 
-ufually perſons in the ordnance ſervice. The ſtorekeeper's own 
affidavit of the payment is alſo required. In reſpe& to the pay- 
ment of thoſe ſervices which are not under the direction of the en- 
gineer, but under that of the ſtorekeeper, the clerk of the ſurvey, 
and the clerk of the cheque of the place, who are called * the re- 
0 enen officers,” a joint application is made by them to the 
Board. It appears that money is not uſually advanced or impreſted 
on aeeount for the larger payments, and that the practice of doing 
tkus has been of late years much limited. In the caſe of the works 
or ſervices abroad, the payment is made by the means of bills drawn 
on the Board of Ordnance by the ſtorekecpers of the regular eſta- 
bliſhments, and by the Commiſſary and Paymaſter (who are uſyally 
the fame” perſon) attending the detachment of artillery, which is 


with His Majeſty's forces. Thoſe who draw are made debtors for 


their drafts, and account afterwards in the fame manner, and are 
ſubject to the ſame checks as a ſtorekeeper at home. It is farther 
required of every accountant abroad who draws bills, that he ſhould 
take an oath that he has made public advertiſements of his inten- 
tion to draw the fum which he had in contemplation, and that he 
has accepted the loweſt propoſal offered to him, and that he has 
not, either directly or indirectiy, rece received 190 fee or nr for 
drawing the bills. 

It does not appear that the largeneſs of the Latif ibs drafts 
from any place above the eſtimated ſum for that place, is conſidered 
by the Board as a ſufficient ground for refuſing acceptance of the 
rafts, provided they are clearly drawn in the proſecution of a ſer- 
vice which the Board has given authority to undertake ; neither is it 
vſual for the ſtorekeeper and other reſpective officers abroad, ever 


to refuſe a ſupply of money to the engineer, becauſe the fums which 


theyamuſt draw in order to furniſh the fupply is known to be a large 
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exceeding of the eſtimate. - It is therefore on the engineer alone 
that the limitation. of the expences ſeems to depend; though for the 
proofs of the pa payment of the money the. dependence. is on other 
perſons. The engineer having himſelf, in the firſt inſtance, made 
the eſtimate, and being alſo ordered by his general inſtructions not 
to exceed it, undoubtedly may conſider both his reputation and his 
duty to require, that he thould. not extravagantly or unneceſſarily do 
ſo. An explanation is afterwards required if the eſtimate has 
been much exceeded; and engineers have been eenſured on this 
account in more than one inſtance. | 185 

Vour Committee are informed, that in the regular works at 
home, the excecdings of the eſtimates in late years have been very 
ſmall ; and ip particular that the eſtimates of the expence of for- 
tifying Portſmouth and Plymouth, laid beiore Parliament and agreed 
to in 1780, are either not likely to be exceeded at all, or only in 
a very {mall degree. 

When any bill drawn from abroad is evidently, improper,. the 
acceptance is refuſed ; but the bill is accepted on the [credit of the 
drawer, in order, as it is obvious, to fave the charges attending its 
return. The drawer on entering his office, having given ſecurity 
for the faithful diſcharge of it, it is aſſumed, that if a bill accepted 
on his credit ſhould be afterwards difallowed on account of the ſer- 
vice being on inveſtigation deemed 1mproper, the NY bo 
recovered from him or his ſecurities. 

| Your Committee have diſcovered, in the 3 of. hal in- 
quiries, that ſome years ſince very ſtrong ſuſpicions aroſe of the 
Commiſſion of Frauds on the Board of Ordnance by their ſervaants 
in the Weſt Indies; and that a Commiſſion, at the head of which 
was the . Surveyor-general of the Ordnance, was ſent to the Weſt 
Indies for the inveſtigation of this ſubject. Mr. Crew, Secretary 
to the Board of Ordnance, has ſtated, that there was found to have 
been a diſobedience to the inſtructions of the Board, among their 
ſervants, in two, if not in three of the iſlands, in moſt branches of 
duty; that alſo a great variety of frauds was diſcovered, in the 
hire of artificers, in the converſion of materials to private; purpoſes, 
and in charging them at a higher rate than that at which they 
might have been purehaſed, and in charging articles under a ficti- 
tious head, which it was thought would be diſputed if ſtated under 
the real head. Frauds of all theſe deſcriptions. were detected at 
Grenada and St. Chriſtopher's ; in which all che three reſpeQive 
officers, of the S araber with the engineer hinelf, and 
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but it could not be eſtabliſhed by living proof. At Barbadoes, 
the utmoſt regularity was found to have prevailed ;_ and at Domi- 
nica and St. Vincent's, nothing more was diſcovered than ſome 
trifling irregularities in keeping the accounts. The principal frauds 
were: brought to light through a private quarrel among ſome ot the 
reſpecti ve officers, by which one of them was induced to inform 
againſt the reſt. The meaſures which the Board of Ordnance took 
to prevent the return of the ſame evils, were, to diſmiſs all the 
officers; to inttitute proſecutions in England againſt ſome of them; 
and to renew the injunctions to hey ſtrictly the general inſtruQions 
previouſly given. 

. Your Committee having ablerved that ſums to a conſiderable 
amount were voted in the years 1788, 1789, and 1790, for the 
execution of a plan which, with the concurrence of His Majeſty, 
had been propoſed by the Committee of Engineers at the Tower, as 
a permanent defence of the W clit-India Iflands, have thought it 
their duty to inquire into the preſent ſtate of the projected works. 
They underſtand, that only a part of that intended ſum was ex- 
pended in the direct purſuance of the plan; but that the works 
which were begun, were finiſhed as far as was practicable. That 
the fame gentlemen who went out to inveſtigate the frauds in the 
Weſt Indies, were charged with the duty of examining into the ſtate 
of fortifications. alſo, and of propoſing plans for the future defence of 
thoſe, iſlands. _ That they formed, in coniequence of theſe inſtrue- 
tions, a plan, the whole expence of the execution of which, was 


computed at ſome hat more than 300, oool. excluſive of the ſum | 


which had been already ſpent. It appears, however, that at the 
commencement of the war, Colonel Pringle was ſent out with au- 
thority to execute immediately a more limited plan for the tempo- 
rar defence of the Weſt-India Iſlands, which was to. coſt about 
go, oool., and which, as is ſtated in the inſtructions to Colonel 
Pringle, was to correſpond, as far as cireumſtances would permit, 
with the permanent works propoſed by the board af officers, and to 
tend ultimately to facilitate the completion of their plans. Several 
parts of this ſum of 8, oo0l., as far as your Committee have col- 
lected, were voted from ycar to year, under the head of Services 
% unprovided for, as the expence was incurred, and not as the 
ä part of any regular plan of defence. , Your Committee underſtand, 
that it is not in the contemplation of the preſent Maſter- general and 
Buard of Ordnance, to propoſe: to Parliament the expenditure even 
hat remains of the 80,0001. ; but that if any freſh works are 
ee it will be after a new ounderen of the ſubject.. 
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9. Eſtimates. 


The mode of forming the eſtimates of the Ordnance, is ſtated, 
by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, to have been, at the time of 
making their report, ©* fundamentally defeQive.” They obſerve, 
« that the defign of an eſtimate is to inform the Houſe of Com- 
© mons what ſum will probably be required for any ſervice in the 
« enſuing year, in order that the Legiſlature may, out of the public 
revenue, provide and appropriate a portion adequate to that ſer- 
“ vice; that every eſtimate ought, therefore, to be as complete and 
« comprehenſive as poſſible ; but that nevertheleſs, ever ſince the 
« year 1780, every annual eſtimate for the Ordnance ſervice had 
been Adee with an account of ſervices performed, and not 
provided for, and ſometimes to an amount exceeding the eſtimate; 
that moſt of the ſervices in theſe accounts alſo were ſuch as might 
have been, and many ſuch as actually had been foreſeen, but 
that the uſage of office warranted the omiſſion of them.” It 

appears that the Duke of Richmond had, about two years before 

the date of theſe obſervations of the Commiſſioners {namely, in the 
beginning of the year 1783) drawn up and preſented to Parliament 
; 2 report on this ſubject, to which was annexed the plan of a new 
eſtimate, and this plan has been adhered to in every. ſucceeding 
year. Although in many reſpects the plan ſuggeſted by the Duke 
of Richmond was undoubtedly a material improvement on the old 
one, yet the evil principally complained of, both by the Commiſ- 
ſioners and by the Duke of Richmond himſelf, namely, the prac- 
tice of applying to Parliament for ſums to be voted under the head 
of Services unprovided for, and often to a conſiderable extent, 
has not been by any means effectually prevented. 

The period antecedent to the date of the Duke of Richmond's re- 
port, had been a period of war, and in ſeveral of thoſe years the ſums 
voted under the head of © Unprovid=d,” had been (as was ſtated by his 
Grace) even greater than thofe voted on eſtimate. The period in 
which the report was formed, together with the accompanying efti- 
mate,. was that of the commencement of peace, in which, judging 
even from the practice antecedent to the American war, it might be 
expected that the ſum aſked for under the head of © Unprovided;” 
would bear a comparatively ſmall proportion to the ſums voted on 
eſtimate, to what it would bear in time of war. The time of propo- 
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undoubtedly be taken to include all probatle expences within the 

eſtimate. Accbrdingly it happened in the year 1786, 178), 1788, 

no ſum was voted in Parliament under the bead of « 'Unfrovided 
L. 1 2 


fing a new eftimate was alſo one #t which confiderable care would 
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Ordnance Services.” Certain ſums, however, were voted in the 
two former of thoſe years, for ſpecial works and ſervices, and for a 
ſmall armament. In the year 1789, a very ſmall ſum was voted 
under the ſame head, which had accrued for the ſervice of 1788, 
and which was much more conſiderable, being chieflv on account 
of excecdings in works in the Weſt Indies, and the blowing up of 
a powder magazine in Jamaica. In 1791, 1792, and 1793, 
though theſe were years of peace, the ſums of about 62, oool., 
44,0001., and 54, oool., were voted under the head of © Services 
*« unprovided for,” which are even larger ſums than thoſe which 
had been annually voted under the ſame head in the ſix years of 
peace preceding the war with America. A very fmall part only 
of the three ſums laſt mentioned was occaſioned by the preparation 
for war in 170%; the chief part having been for the execedings 
in the expence of fortifications in the Weſt Indies, projected in 
time of peace; and moſt of the remainder tor other aecidental calls 
belonging to a time of peace, bur not meant to he inciuded in the 
Duke ot Richmond's plan of regular eſtimate. During the preſent 
war, the whole ſum voted under the head of ** Orda:ince ſervices 
& unprovided for, appears to be about 3.349, oool., excluſive of 
what has been voted under the ſame head to ſapply the deficiency 
of the ſums appropriated to ordnance uſe from the naval ſcrvice. 
And the whole ordnance war expences of this war have been about 
6,709, oool. In the whole of the American war, the ſums voted 
under the ſame head, with the ſame exception, amounted to about 
4,300,000)., excluſive of about 957, oool. of ordnance debt 
funded at the end of the war, which ought, in this view of thg ſub- 
Je, to be added to it, making about 5,257,0001:, and the whole 
ordnance war expences were about 8,054,000l. The ſums voted 
as unprovided for, were therefore, under the old eſtimate, rather more 
than five-cighths, and under the new they have been juſt about one- 
half of the war expences in this department. 

Vour Committee obſerving how ſtrongly the duty of endeavour- 


ing to reduce, as much as poſſible, the ſums to be voted under the 


head of Services unprovided for,” has been urged on various oc- 
caſions, and knowing alſo how much the general ſubject of the 
manner of forming eſtimates has occaſionally attracted the attention 
of Parliament, have thought it proper to beſtow a conſiderable de- 
gree of attention to it in the preſent inſtance. They have there- 
fore very fully examined Mr. Nettleſhipp, to whom the immediate 
duty of forming the Ordnance eſtimates belongs, and ** has been 
dir ke years in office. 

The ſums voted for the "Ordnance . a; pears by his evidence) 
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DEBATES. * 
conſiſts of the three following heads: Iſt, The ordinary, which 


comprehends the proviſion for the ordinary eſtabliſhment, civil and 
military, for the year enſuing, Secondly, The extraordinary, which 
comprehends every ſervice, a beforchand, of a temporary and 
contingent nature, being a proviſion for the enſuing year alſo ; and 
Thirdly, The ſervices aber for, conliſting of Services which 
either have been actually paid in the paſt year (as is generally 
the caſe) or which are ſuppoſed to have been paid, but which 
were not foreſeen when the eſtimate for the paſt year was made up. 
Among theſe unforeſeen expences are included various exceedings, 
which have happened in the individual ſerviegs voted in the paſt 
year's ordnance eſtimates; to which are added, ſuch ſums as may 
be neceſſary to make up the deficiency of the ſum directed to the 
ordnance uſe from the naval ſervice. 

Your Committee, before they proceed farther to inveſtigate this 
ſubject, have, in the firſt place, to remark, that it appears from Mr. 
Nettleſhipp's evidence, that the ſums voted annually in Parliament, 
according to the preſent plan of voting them, have of late inva- 
riably proved, in point of fact, fully adequate to the current wants 
of the Ordnance, for he has expreſsly Rated, that although in the 
American war the Ordnance was not able to pay punctually their 
debts, through the inſufficiency of the funds voted for their. uſe in 
Parliament; yet, in the preſent war, the ſums alloited to the Ord- 
nance would have been in all cafes ſufficient, if the iſſues from the 
Exchequer could have been duiy made to them. And he has even 
added, that it the balance due to the Ordnance at the end of 1795, 
had been paid to them early in 1796, they might, in his opinion, 
(ſuppoſing the grants of 1796 to have been itlued regularly alſo) 
have avoided all that regularity which in the year 1796, firſt 
happened in their payments. 

This point having been thus clearly eſtabliſhed, your Committne 
thought it proper, in the next place, ta inquire from what particu- 
lar cauſe it has happened, that the Ordnance have ſo conſtantly 
found themtelves able to advance thoſe large ſums, for which, they 
are continually called upon on Accuunt of ſervices unprovided in 
the year before they receive the ſame from Parliament. It is ob- 
vious indecd at firſt view, from this ability.of the Ordnance to. diſ- 
charge by prompt payments very conſiderable claims, apparently 
unprovided for, and without failing in their. punctuality in other 
quarters, that the ſums voted in Parliament on eſtimate, muſt be 
conſiderably more than ſufficient for their propoſed object. TY 

It is plain, that they are in fact a proviſion, and it may ** pre- 

ſuuned, that they are even intended as ſuch by the Board of Ord- 
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nance, not only for the ſervices which are eſtimated and voted, but 
for all others which are expected to occur in the coming year, and 
which are not yet either voted, or xeduced: to eſtimates. - 

The- cauſes of this over calculation of the ſums voted on eſti. 
mate, appear, from the fame evidence, chiefly to be the following: 
it is uſual for the Ordnance in forming their eſtimate, to calculate 
rather the debts likely to be incurred in the coming year under the 
ſeveral heads of ſervice, than the ſums expected. actually to be paid 
within the twelvemonth. If for inſtance, under the head of extra- 
ordinaries, the expence of a projected expedition, requiring a great 
quantity of ordnance ſtores, is eſtimated, the whole expence of the 
ſtores is inſerted in the eſtimate ; but the Ordnance purchaſe part 
of them poſſibly on ſuch a credit, that the payment does not take 
place till the ſucceeding year; or they ſupply the ſtores (which is a 
ſtill more common caſe) from their own exiſting ſtock, and after- 
. wards replace them at ſome little diſtance of time; the period of 
paying for them being prolonged to a ſtill greater diſtance. In the 
ſame manner it often happens, that the expence of ſervices abroad, 
though incurred in the year, is not actually paid by the falling due 
of the bills in England till the year after. It appears from a paper 
laid before Parliament in 1794, ſpecifying the manner of appro- 


priating the ſums: voted for ordnance uſe, that of the ſums which _ 


had been voted for ſtores, there was in that year about 200,000]. 
unexpended; and that in all about 600,00cl. which had been 
voted, - remained unexpended ; the balance due to the Ordnance 
from the Exchequer, was then about 160,000. ; the difference 
therefore being about 440, oool., was of courſe the ſum, or nearly 
the ſum, which the Ordnance had applied to unprovided ſervices, to 
be voted in a future year by Parliament. It may be proper to ſtate 
here, a farther circumſtance, which ſeems neceſſary to be known in 
order to poſſeſs a juſt idea of the real nature of ordnance eſtimates. 
It is obvious, that no eftimate of the Ordnance which conſiſts, as 
the preſerit eſtimates always do, of many individual items, is likely 
to be very accurate in each item. In order to produce tolerable 
accuracy, on the whole, the exceeding of fome ſervices muſt be al- 


lowed to be fet _m the errors of a comrary kind which occur in, 


others. 

It is be 3 3 of the on not altogether to 
proceed on this principle. If for inſtance, an individual ſum voted 
on eſtimate for a ſervice in 1786, ſhould have proved inadequate, 
and another ſum, voted in like manner on eſtimate for the fame 
year, ſhould have proved exactly in the fame degree too great, it i 


the cuſtom, ſo far as the form of keeping and preſenting accounts 1 
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concerned, not to let the one ſum always cancel the other, and to 
conſider the eſtimate of 1786, as having been ſo correct, and there- 
fore to introduce neither the deficiency nor the excefs any more to 
Parliament; but on the contrary, it is the cuſtom to carry forward, 
in various caſes, the two ſums into the next year, that is, to deduct 
the one from what would otherwiſe have been the eftimate of 1787, 
and to add the other to what would otherwiſe have been the un- 
provided, voted in 1787 ; a mode of proceeding which may poſ- 
fibly be very proper as well as convenient to office, but which evi- 
dently tends unduly to ſwell the ſums which are voted as unpro- 
vided, and as unduly to leſſen thoſe voted on eſtimate, and thus to 
give an appearance of permitting larger ſums to be paid without 
authority of Parliament, than is permitted in fact. This cuſtom 
of deduQting the cxceedings from the next year's eſtimate, and of 
adding the fums deficient in items of the fame claſs with the ex- 
ceedings to the next year's unprovided, does not extend to all caſes; 
indeed if it did, it would preclude all probability of ever avoiding 
entirely a vote under the head of Unprovided. It appears, that 
when a ſervice, part of the ſum voted for which has been unex- 
pended, happens to be one which in the next year is difcontinued, 
which. there is no occafion therefore to mention to Parliament, and 
of which the account is no longer to be kept open in the office, the 
unexpended fum is in that caſe, and in that caſe only, applied to 
the reduction of the deficiencies in other items; and it was in ſome 
degree by applying unexpended ſums of this claſs to the extinction 
of the various deficiencies which aroſe, that a vote for unprovided 


fervices was prevented in the three years ſucceeding the inſtitution of 


the new mode of eftimate by the Duke of Richmond. A farther 
cauſe of the largeneſs of the ſums voted under the head Unpro- 
vided, is (as has been already intimated) that the ſum of 51: per cent. 
on the vote for the pay of feamen, which it is the euſtom to direct to 
the Ordnance ſervice, is inſufficient for the intended object of pro- 
viding Ordnance for the Navy, eſpecially in time of war. In the 
year 1793, the excecdings on this head were 55,707l.; in 1794, 


100, 3871.; in 1795, 177,2511.; and in 1796, although no 


proviſion for them has been made in eſtimate, it is known that they 
are likely to be conſiderable. This general purſe of the Ordnance 


is, for the reaſons Ay ſtated, yg: to be able ſs. to 


pay this charge. 

On the whole of this ſubjeQ@,. your Committee think proper to 
ſtate, that the preſent cuſtom of annually voting ſums under the 
n of «4 e unprovided for, ” and to a large extent in time 
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of war, is; a conſequence which neceſſarily reſults. from the . preſent 
96m of forming Ordnance eſtimates. -. : . 

The moſt correct mode of voting ſums for FR AE, ah. 1 far 
as Parliament is concerned, would obviquſly be to vote on eſtimate 
ſor the next year the ſums which are eſtimated to be likely to be 
paid within the next-year, and not the debts likely to be incurred in 
it, as is now done; ſince the eftunatc laid before Parliament pro- 
ſeſſes to be an n of pay ments expected to be made, and not 
of expenecs to be ineurred; and in that caſe alſo to vote profeiſedly 
for- ſervcies not capable of being foreſeen, ſuch general ſums as may 
be thought ſufficient for them, on the beſt calculation that ean be 
formed, and with all the ſpecification of particulars that is poſſible. 
This laſt- mentioned ſum would amount, in time of war, to a large 
proportion of the ſum now voted for Services unprovided for,” 
but by no means to the whole of it; in particular, the ſum now 
voted: for the naval fervice of the Ordnance, under the head of 
Services unprovided for, might, as far as it can be eſtimated, be 
transferred to the regular eſtimate, and there aſked on aceount ; a 
point which your Committee, even in the preſent plan, ſubmit the 
propriety of doing. Perhaps, indeed, it may be adviſcable to leave, 
altogether, to the Navy, this allowance to the Ordnance, of $1. per 
eent. on the ſum voted for ſeamen, ſince it would render the ſums 
voted on eſti mate, in the Naval ſervice, leſs inadequate to the wants 
of the Navy than they are known now to be; and it might be a 
meaſure more particularly proper and convenient, at a time when 
the pay of ſaamen has been, increaſed. In ſuch caſe, the whole 
-probable expence of the naval ſervice of the Ordnance, would be 
to be voted in ordnance eftimates, and would appear plainly to Par- 

-Jiament, and under its proper head, The mode which your Com- 
mittee have ſuggeſted, of eſtimating the ſums likely to be actually 
paid in the year of the known ſervices, and of alſo eſtimating, as 
nearly as poſſible, in the ſame, manner, the ſum likely td be wanted 
for ſervices not foreſeen, and of voting them on ſuch eſtimates, be- 
ſides being in appearance the moſt natural and ſimple mode, and by 
much the moſt intelligible to Parliament, is alſo one which ſeems 
more like to provide ſuitably for the wants of the Ordnance in the 
dowine year, than the mode now in uſe; for, by the prefent plan, 
it is aſſumed as a general principle, that the general exceſs of the 
*provifion for the eſti mated ſervices (an exceſs arifing from the eauſes 
which have been for the moſt part detailed) is preciſely that proviſion 
which ought, in all periods, to be made for unf6reſeers/ſervices of 
the e — Feat The _— — as is ſtated in dhe eritenee are 
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not at all calculated with a view to meet thoſe unforeſeen ſervices, 
and yet they ſeem to be expected to be juſt the proper proviſion for 


them, both in peace and in war, and equally proper whether the 


war be more naval or more military, and whether it be of A more 
limited or more extended nature 
Your Committee, however, being aware of the difficulties which 


may attend any alteration in the eſtabliſhed ſyſtem, which they un- 


derſtand to be one which is confidered as very convenient to the 
office, merely ſubmit to the Houſe what they have ſtated on this 
ſubjeR, as ſeeming to deſerve farther conſideration. 

They cannot, however, avoid obſerving, that ſuppoſing the pre- 


ſent plan to continue, they conceive it may become neceſſary in ſome 


caſes that may ariſe, in order to prevent the miſchief of poſtponing 
the Ordnance payments, to vote a ſum beforehand for «+ OrFance 
unprovided Services.” The only means of counteraQiing effectu- 
ally, and in all caſes, the peculiar irregularity which arifes out of the 
preſent ſyſtem, appears to be, on the one hand, often to forbear from 
calling for the whole ſum at the Exchequer which has been voted 
for the Ordnance uſe, and on the other, to make ſometimes an ad- 


ditional proviſion for extraordinary caſes. A vote of credit was 


taken, at the deſire of the Ordnance itſelf, once in the American 
war; and this mode alſo was adopted in order to provide for part of 
the expence of the Spaniſh armament ; and it ſeems obvious, that 
either a vote of credit, or a vote on account of ſervices not fully ſpe- 
cified, or a departure of ſome fort from the preſent euſtom of oiice, 


muſt be reſorted to, whenever the nature and circumſtances of the 


ſervice appear to be ſuch as tp be likely to call for peculiarly large 
ready-money payments; and perhaps alſo, whenever the eſtimates 
are preſented before Chriſtmas, fince in that caſe the eſtimate 
uſually includes fewer heads of ſervice, and alfo in other reſpects 
provides leſs amply for the following year, than when it is preſented 
in the Spring, and fince in that caſe alſo it may prove to be a ſupply 
for ſome months more than a year, the Parliament poſſibly not 
again meeting till after the Chriſtmas following. 


* 

In order to mex more diſtinctiy the nature of the inereaſe or 
diminution which has taken place ſince the year 178 2, in the eſta- 
bliſhment of this office, your Committee proceed next to ſtate the 
details of which the preſent eſtabliſhment conſiſts. _ _ Th 

The ſalaries of the Maſter-general and Board are as follow ; The 


Maſter-general, in bis civil capacity, receives 1,500l. per annum, 
Vor. V. Mm 
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befides a ſum for patent ſalary about 1801. a year, and a military 
pay of 26s. a day as Captain-general of the Company of Gentle- 
men Cadets. The Lieutenant- general, including I ool. for houſe- 
rent, receives 8 ool., beſides a ſmall ſum, in like manner, for patent 
ſalary. The 8 general, including 1 00l. for rent, receives 
$ool. The Clerk of the Ordnance, including 100l. for rent, 
receives 600l., and for fees in 1796, 6091. 3s. 6d., making the 
whole profits of his appointment amount to 1,2091. 3s. 6d., his 


fees in 1792 amounted only to 1851. 3s. 6d. The Storckeeper, | 


including tool. for houſe-rent, receives 500l., and in 1796, for 
fees, 4381. 19s. 9d., making in whole 938l. 198. 9d. The 
Clerk of the Deliveries, including 1001. for houſe- rent, receives 
zock, and in 1796, for fees, 4431. 1 28., making together 
9331. 128. The fees of the Clerk of Deliveries amounted, in 
1792, to 791. 14s. It appears, from Mr. Nettleſhipp's evidence, 
that the ſalary of the Board Officers has been eſtabliſhed at their 
preſent rate for a very conſiderable number of years, with the ex- 
ception of rool. a year, which has been added to the office of 
Surveyor-general, of 1o0ol. a year to the Storekeeper, and 60l. to 
the Clerk of Deliveries. 

The Board commonly meet about three times a week in 
Winter, and in Summer twice, at the Ordnance- office in Weſt- 
minſter. Three officers conſtitute a Board. The Maſter- general 
and Lieutenant-general ſeldom fail to attend, except when abſent 
on military duty. Some of the other officers take alternate months 
of attendance, and there is no one of them who is not frequent in 
his attendance at the Board. The Board officers have no 
regular hours and places of attendance on the duties of their 
own ingividual office, but interfere at their option, and as far 
as each of them may judge neceſſary, in the regulation of their 


refpeAive departments at the Tower, where their chief clerks 


reſide. 
The Treaſurer receives, including 601. for houſe- rent, 560l. ; 
the Secretary to the Maſter-general receives, including 10ol. for 
houſe-rent, 3ool., and in 1796, for fees, 4531. 1 58., making to- 
gether 75 3l. 15s. His fees in 1792, amounted only to 136l. 
The Secretary of the Board receives 510l. ; the Solicitor, in lieu 
of his attendance, and for conduQing cauſes, 300l. Your Com- 
- mittee refer to the Appendix for the detail of the ſalaries of all the 
other various offices. The general hours of attendance of 
Clerks in the Ordnance offices are from-ten to four, befides other 
hours if neceflary. They are promoted uſually by rotation, enter- 
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ing, for the moſt part, as junior clerks at 7ol. per annum. All 
ſalaries of Clerks in the Ordnance, of above 100l. per annum, are 
ſubject to a deduction of 1s. 6d. in the pound, and all from Fol. 
to fool. to a deduction of 6d. The land- tax duty, to which 
theſe ſalaries would otherwiſe be liable, is defrayed, by parti- 
cular order, at the expence of the Public; which order is ſaid to 
have been made many years ago, in confideration of the lowneſs of 
the ſalaries. 

All fees are expreſsly prohibited; * thoſe taken by the Clerk 
of the Ordnance, the principal Storekeeper, and the Clerk of Deli- 
veries, already mentioned. Officers of the Ordnance are prohibited 
from holding a ſhare in Ordnance contracts or agencies, with the 
exception of agencies to any officer of Artillery or Engineers. There 
are no ſinecure places under the Board of Ordnance ; nor is it con- 


ccived that there are any perſons in the Ordnance ſervice who hold 


other offices under Government. 

There is no regular fund for ſuperannuated officers under this 
eſtabliſhment ; but the expence of that head of fervice is annually 
provided for by Parliament in the ordinary of the Ordnance, under 
the heads of Superannuated and Diſabled Men, Half Pay of Re- 
duced Officers, Widows' Penſions, and, Allowances to Officers for 
good ſervices; the whole of which amounted, in 1799, to 
19,610). 13s. 2d. * The greateſt rate of allowance lately given 
to the civil ſervants, for the greateſt lengths of ſervice, has been two- 
thirds of the amount of the ſalary ; a rate which appears to be nas 
generally ana in other departments. 


” 


3 4 * 


— 


® The charge on account of ſuperannuated civil L. 7. 4. 1 


officers, amounted to — — JO KF 7 
Penſions to ditto — — — 580 7 6 
On account of offices 1 — 351 38 
Half pey n 

Tk . 3 — 
Total 1 to civil officers 06 3.779 410 

On account of military officers retired — 2,964 6 8 
Ditto for good ſervices — — 2914 570" 
Half pay | — 670 13 9 
Penſions to widows, &. — — 6e F D © 

Superannuated and diſabled non- .commiſſioned . 

officers and privates — — 8,71 5 17 11 
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Four Committee obſerve, that a ſum of 2,3241: 1 28. 24. ts 
ſtated in the annexed account of the eſtabliſhment to be paid in the 
ſhape of gratuities to ſundry officers at London and the out-ports, in 
confideration 6f their length of ſervice for 1796, by order of the 
Maſter-general and Board, dated 24th January and 23d February 
1797. This ſum, though with certain variations, is to be conſidered 


as an annual charge on the eſtabliſhment. It was a temporary addi. 


tion made to the annual emoluments of the officers, in conſe- 


quence of petitions, ſtating the difficulty of ſubſiſting on their 


former incomes, through the increaſed price of the neceſſaries of 
life; no permanent regulations on the ſubjeR of ſalaries appear to 
be intended. 

The whole amount of the eſtabliſhment of the office of Ord- 
nance as it ſtood at Chriſtmas 1796, was 5 1,6181. ros. 2d.; 
befides certain allowances for houſe-rent, coals, and candles ; be- 
ſides alfo a per centage on the remittance of money to ſtorekeepers 
bf 258. per cent., in ſome caſes 20s., and 10s. in others, but in 
general of 2d. in the” pound. 

The whole eſtabliſhment in 1782 bunte to 38,0841. 48. 

The additions conſiſt, 1ſt, Of new offices in London, and 
ul ſo at Guernſey, Jerſey, New Brunſwick, and the Weſt- India 
Tflands, and fone other places, of which the ſalaries amount to 

12,5661. 10s. A ſum of about 7o0l. appears to be on account 
of a new appointment of officers at the powder mills ; 2dly, Of an 


Increaſe of the exiſting ſalaries and of allowances, amounting to 


5,5311. 118. 2d., making together 18,4981. 1s. 2d. From which, 
however, is to be deducted, on account of diminutions in the eſta- 
bliſhment fince 1782, the ſum of 4,2931. 2s. 6d., making the 
actual inereaſe, on a compariſon of the two eſtabliſhments to be 


| 14,204], 188. 8d. 


1 5 


With regard to any farther meaſures to be adopted for reducing 
the expenditure of this department, your Committee having already 
ſtated what occurred to them on the ſubject of an alteration in the 
mode of forming Ordnance eſtimates, will in like manner ſuggeſt to 
the conſideration of the Houſe, ſome other points N ne 
3 from the information already given. 

1. The difficulty which is ſaid to exiſt in taking A mann of the 
Bithierous Ordnance ſtores at the Tower, appears to your Com- 
mitte to claĩm ſerious attention. The principal ſtorekeeper is ren- 


5 dered, by this nr, in a ee degree, irreſſ ponſible, | 


2 cc 
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and his deputy alſo. An inſtance, of apparent negligence in the 


ſorekeeper's office, and of the conſequent pillage of ſornc public ſtores, 
has recently occurred at the Tower ; and if inſtances of this ſort 
ſhould occur again, either from ſimilar or from new cauſes, and 
to ever ſo large an extent, there will be no method of ever ar- 
riving at a certain knowledge of the exiſtence of a deficiency, ex- 
cept that of taking a remain, and comparing it with books accu- 


rately made up. 


It appears to your Committee, that it ſhould be more chu 
underſtood that the principal ſtorekeeper is anſwerable for the ſtores 
committed to him, on the ſame general principle as thoſe at the out- 
ports; that a remain ſhould, as ſoon as it is practicable, be very 
carefully taken, and that after that period, in the event of any future 


deficiency being diſcovered, by taking a remain, the queſtion whether 


the principal ſtorckecper ſhould be charged with it, or not, ſhould 
come before the Board to be determined by them, though certainly 
not without due conſideration of all the circumſtances of the caſe of 
a principal ſtorekceper. 

Your Committee are much ſtrengthened in this opinion, by ob- 


| ſerving, that the Commiſſioners of Inquiry have, in their report on 


Dock yard ſtores, entered fully into a queſtion very ſimilar to the 


preſent, have replied to the objections commonly made to the taking 


of remains of an extenſive nature; and have propoſed, as a. model, 
a plan which they have found to W been for ſome time ſuccefs- 
fully put in practice in the dock yards at Portſmouth. They 
cloſe their report on this ſubje& by ſaying, that the method which 
they recommend * will afford at leaſt tolerably fatisfaQory. evi- 
« dence of the remains of all the principal articles, which»at pre- 
e ſent is taken on truſt, They remark, that every officer and 
« clerk will be more exact, every ſtorekeeper more vigilant, 
* when they know ſuch a ſurvey is to be taken, and that from 
« the preſent arrangement of the ſtorehouſes and ſtores, they do 
* not foreſee the inſurmountable difficulties which have Beeny re- 
« preſcnted ; and that they have the ſanQion of two very intelli- 
“gent and diligent officers, namely, the ſtorckeepers both at 
Woolwich and Portſmouth, for this their opinion, who have 
* both informed them of their having: purſued. this mode for 
their own ſatisfaction, and generally found the remains pretty 


cc 


correct. They add, that they are the more earneſt on this 
“ ſ{ubjea, having very early perceived the defects, felt the conſe- 
ce 


quence, and determined, by perſonal mung an Wann on 
9 the ſpot, to endeavour at a-remedy.” oy orb 
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2. Another point to which your Committee think it may 
become them to draw the attention of the Houſe, is, the ſubject 
of fortifications and works abroad, and eſpecially in the Weſt. 
Indies. 


It has already been ſhewn, that the eſtimates for works abroad 


have been much oftener excceded than thoſe at home; that the 
frauds are more numerous; that the difficulties of Proſecuting 
there are conſidered as greater; that additional precautions to pre- 
vent impoſition in the drawing of bills are neceſſary; and that che 
taking of a periodical remain, as is done at home, is there omitted. 
The enormous frauds practiſed by ſo many ſervants, in various 
Weſt- India Iſlands, while the vouchers ſent home continued to be 
fair and regular, create a reaſonable jealouſy and ſuſpicion, in reſpect 
to the manner of conducting this branch of the public ſervice in 


thoſe poſſeſſions in general which are diſtant : and the money 


aſked for extraordinary ſervices in thoſe parts, ſhould obviouſly, 
therefore, be voted only after having given due conſideration to the 


_ cafe in queſtion, and after full explanation of the extent of the pro- 


jected ſervice. 
3- On the ſubject of the eſtabliſhment of the office of Ord- 
Nance, and of the ſalaries as well as duties of its ſervants, your 


Committee can offer little elſe than general obſervation. It ap- 


. pears obvious, from many things which have been ſtated, that 
it is not ſo much on any general regulations or inſtructions, how- 
ever ſtrict and prudently framed, that Parliament muſt depend 
for the proper application of the money voted for Ordnance 
fervice, as on the diſpoſition ſtrictly to execute thoſe orders; 
on the proper choice of the inferior ſervants, and the careful 
ſuperintendance of them ; on the integrity, vigilance, and know- 
ledge of buſineſs of the principal officers of the Board of Ord- 


nance ; and more particularly of the Maſter-general, in whoſe | 


hands almoſt all the patronage, and ultimately all the power are 
placed. 


The ſalaries of the inferior officers appear to your Committee, 
on the general view of them, to be not too great; and they think 


there is a reaſonable preſumption, that the increaſe of the eſtabliſn- 
ment, the greater part of which took place either at the beginning 
of the war, or during the progreſs of it, may have been warranted by 
the increaſe of buſineſs which has reſulted from the war, and from 
the peculiar demands on the Board of Ordnance, which were 
ſtated in the opening of this Report. Much the greater part of 
that portion of the increaſe which took place before the war, ap- 
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pears to have conſiſted in new eſtabliſhments in ſeveral Weſt-India 
Iſlands, where, your Committee preſume, that new fortifications 
were carrying on. | 

Your Committee, on account of the ſhortneſs of the time 
allotted to them for the inveſtigation of the various offices which have 
come under their conſideration, are precluded from entering into 
any farther details upon this particular department; and they are 
under the neceſſity of leaving the Houſe to form its own judge- 
ment on many topics of conſiderable moment, ariſing out of the 
facts which they have ſtated, and the evidence which they have 
annexed. 


July 19th, 1797. 1 
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TWENTY-SECOND REPORT. 


AUDITING THE ACCOUNTS OF THE PUBLIC 
RECEIPT AND EXPENDITURE. 


Tur accounts of the receipt and expenditure of public monies 
are audited under various authorities, and in various departments. 
The principal department eſtabliſhed for this purpoſe is the 

Ling s Exchequer ; and the officers intruſted with the diſcharge of 
its moſt important duties are, I. The Auditors of England and 
Wales, II. The Auditor of the Receipt, and, III. The Commil- 
fioners for Auditing the Public Accounts: which latter officers exe- 
eute the duties of the antient Auditors of the Impreſt: connected 
with theſe offices are many others of ſubordinate rank, but of great 
_ antiquity, and variety of employment, in the different branches of the 
Exehequer : and beſides theſe, there exiſt alſo for fimilar purpoſes 
many officers of more modern inftitution, who audit the accounts of 
particular departments; thus, the accounts of the exciſe are audited 
dy an officer belonging to its own eſtabliſhmept, and ſubject to the 
"control of no other juriſdiction; and the Comptrollers of the Ac- 
counts of the Army have the final auditing of ſome accounts inci- 
dent to particular branches of military ſervice. 

Almoſt every deſcription and degree of office employed in audi- 
ting the public accounts appears to have been ſucceffively examined 
by Parliamentary authority, and in moſt inſtances to have under- 
gone very important reforms —_ the laſt ſixteen years. 


THE EXCHEQUER. 


| Of the ſeven Courts which the Exchequer ann only 
two are connected with the public revenue; namely, The Court 
ot Account, and the Court of Reccipt. 

The Court of Account conſiſts of the Treaſurer and Barons, 
W are ſtiled the Sovereign Auditors of the Kingdom; and their 
duty is, to audit the accounts of ſuch miniſterial officers as the 
+ Sheriffs, Eſchcators, &c. The A of {LM 1 Wales, 
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who now audit the accounts of the lind revenue, land tax, and 
aſſeſſed taxes, are alſo anders belonging to this 55 yi the” 8 
ehequer.. 

The Court of Wk however, has the moſt important ire 
tion, and ſuperintends the daily receipts and iſſues: it is imme- 
diately ſubject to the Lord High Treaſurer, or thoſe who by Royal 
Commiſſion execute that office. The Chancellor and Under 
Treaſurer are alſo ranked at the head of this Court. Upon enter- 
ing into the details of the conſtitution of this Court, the officers 
who firſt preſent themſelves are the remembrancers : they record all 
proffers of payment, and make proceſs for recovery of the King's 
debts. In the Pipe-office, are thoſe who colle& the account of 
debts owing to the King, and give the ſubject his quietus. In 
the Tellers office, all monies, paid into the Exchequer are received: 
the teller thereupon charges himſelf with the ſum received, by 
throwing a bill into the Tally Court; the Tally Court thereupon 
prepares and delivers the Tally to the Accountant, and preſerves 
the counterpart or foil. In the Tellers'-office, the treaſure i is kept, 
and from thence conſequently iſſued. The Pell- office examines 
the ſtate of the treaſure, and records the receipts and iſſues. Va- 
rious other officers, ſuch as Paymaſter of Exchequer bills, &c. are 
_ alſo dependent upon theſe principal departments ; but the whole 
ſyſtem i is ranked under the auditor of the receipt, whoſe duty 1 is 
to take care that no money is iſſued without proper authority; '£ 
iſſue the proper order for that purpoſe to the Pell-office ; to [0 
daily accounts of all receipts and iflues ; to tranſmit weekly ac- 
counts to the Treaſury, and half yearly to declare the balances. 

The office of Auditors of the Impreſts is equally ſubject to the 
Lord High Treaſurer, &c.; but the functions of this office are 


materially different from the rſt, and have been aher e to dif 


tinct regulation by Parliament. f 
we FEE 08 


I. 


AUDITORS OF ENGLAND AND WALES, FOR THE 


LAND REVENUE, LAND TAX, AND ASSESSED 
TAXEkS. | 0s 
, ” Lu 
Theſe Auditors, who were As inflituted/1 to ſaperititend 
the roval revenues ariſing from the Abbey Lands, and 'who were 
many in number; are in modern times reduced to three; of theſe, 
one is, Auditor of all the Counties of England, except thote f 
Cheſter, Derby, Lincoln, and Nottingham; the ſecond i is, Auditor 
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of the four counties excepted out of the juriſdiction of the preced- 


ing Auditor; and, the third is, Auditor of Wales. 
The Commiſſioners of Accounts have, in the documents an- 
nexed to their firſt report, incidentally noticed theſe as offices of the TE 


revenue, but by their particular courſe of inquiry they were not 
called upon to gn the a or eſtabliſhment of theſe 


ent ines. 


* 


offices. 6 
: 3 De 
* The-eftabliſhment and duties of theſe ſeveral Auditors are ſimi- Fir 
Jar in form ; and they differ only in the tenure by which the Au- See. 
ditors hold their reſpective appointments, and in the extent of diſ- W. 
trict belonging to their reſpective Juriſdictions. ( 
In each office, there is an Auditor and a Deputy Auditor ; the . 
Auditor for England (except the four excepted counties) having fix 
clerks on his eſtabliſhment, beſides a meſſenger, and office-keeper ; Th 
each of the other Auditors having only one clerk under his I. 
_ deputy. H 
The principal dutics of each Auditor, ſo far as nds the land Th 
revenue, are to keep rentals, to make up the accounts of the Re- D 
ceivers- general, and hold annual audits for ſwearing Sheriffs and 'S: 
Bailiffs to account; and as to the land tax and aſſeſſed taxes, in 
like manner to make up the accounts of cach Receiver-general; . 
alſo to examine, engroſs, and prepare the accounts of His Majeſty $ the 
houſehold ; and to enter Treaſury warrants reſpecting the revenue of , 
within their ſeveral departments. fail, 
The office of Auditor for England (except the four counties) is offic 
a patent office for life, and at preſent holden by two patentees ; the hou 
other two Auditors are patent officers during pleaſure ; and each of 
the three offices may be executed by deputy. ] 
The depaty is the efficient officer, and tranſacts the aha buſi of / 
neſs of each office : and the deputies and. clerks: attend daily, ex- the 
cept on the holidays commonly obterved throughout the * neit 
chequer. nor 
The officers upon each eſtabliſhment are paid partly by dare year 
from the Crown, and partly by fees and emoluments, which are in cide 
Toine inſtances paid by the public, and in others by individuals. cou 
The right to theſe profits depends upon the terms of each _ Cor 
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In 1782 In 1796. 


The net receipt of the Au- . . 4% 3 
ditor for England (ex- S 
cept the four counties) 


was - - 2,058 0 0 2,243 2 7 
Deputy - „ Hill + £ 1,536 10 62 
Firſt Clerk — „„ & 4 526 4 35 
Second Clerk - „ 97-6 © 43% T2 
With four inferior clerks, 
| (whoſe receipt in 1782 

cannot now be aſcer- 

tained) - - SS. 32 i 0 
The Auditor of the four 5 | 

counties 874 5 34 649 4 24 

His Deputy and Cleik - 260 © 10 207 1% 
The Auditor of Wales 705 3 o 18188. 610 
Deputy - 8 249 18 8 4 
Clerk” - -- -.- 35 a9 1848 


An explanation is given of the caſual circumſtances which raifed 
the profits of the Auditor of the four counties, in 1782, above thoſe 


of 1796: and your Committee have annexed a ſtatement, in de- 


tail, of the increaſe which has taken place in the fees of each 
office, fince 1782, ariſing from the additional duties on e aa: 
houſes. 8 
ia $ 3- | 

It having appeared to your Committee, that theſe three offices 
of Auditors for England and Wales are holden under patents from 
the Crown, by perſons who execute them wholly by deputy ; that 
neither the preſent Auditors for England, (except the four counties) 
nor their immediate predeceſſor, during a period of twenty-nine 
years, have done any official act whatever in the annual duties in- 


cident to their office; and that/ the Auditors for the four excepted 


counties, and for Wales, do not in general interfere therein ; Jour 
Committee think it ingumbent upon them to ſtate their opinion, 
that upon any future vacaney theſe patent offices ought ta be ſup- 


preliied, inaſmuch as they fall within the ſame deſcription as thoſe 


noticed by the Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their reports upon the 
cu.toms, as * Offices where the buſineſs is uſeful, but the officer 
5 becomes uſeleſs, by converting his office into a ſinecure.“ 
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3 Committee are the more confirmed in their opinion of the 
propriety of this meaſure, by obſerving, that the deputy who now 
ſubſtantially exccutes each office, enjoys ſuch an income, as may 
reaſonably be deemed adequate to the rank and ſtation which apper- 
tains to the principal office. And as the ſame officer, who is de- 
puty in two of theſe offices, now diſcharges the duties for all Eng. 
land, it is obvioufly practicable to keep theſe offices united for the 
future ; by which means the deputy, becoming chief officer, and re- 
taining only his -preſent rate of income, would enjoy, according to 
the account of 1796, in right of the firſt office, 1,5361. 1 os. 6d ; 
and in right of the ſecond office, 2971. 15s. 4d. ; making together 
a net income of 1,8341. 5s. 104d. : and, conſiſtently with this ar- 
rangement, ample ſalaries would ſtill remain for the ſubordinate 
clerks. Theſe two otfices indeed are already fo far aſſimilated and 
united in duty, that they take it in rotation to audit the annual ac- 
counts of His Majeſty's houſehold. And if it were thought neceſ- 
ſary to augment the appointments of this ſation ſtill more largely, it 
is farther practicable to confolidate the auditorſhip of Wales with 
that of England, adding thereby to the ſame appointment the farther 
ſum of 4631. 158. 1d. and making the total annual net income of 
the perſon who would become the ſole Auditor for England and 
Wales 2,2981. os. 1 12d. The very limited compaſs of each of 
the two leſſer eſtabliſhments plainly indicates the . of this 
conſolidation. 

It would only remain, if this meaſure were adopted, to conſider 
how the income of the principal Auditors ſhould be diſpoſed of. 
In the firſt place, their three patent ſalaries ; viz. 100l., Zool., 
and 4ool. ; making together 8ool. per annum, would be a re- 
trenchment of the publie expenditure to that amount: and in the 
next place, their net income from fees, &c. which amounted, in the 
year 1796, to the farther ſum of 32491. 198. 35d. might be ill 
received, and paid into the Exchequer, with an appropriation to the 
civil lift and conſolidated fund, ſimilar to that which took place on 
the former regulation. of Exchequer offices, 

The total profit of this reform would therefore, aocordng to the 
rate of 1796, ſtands thus: 

By ſuppreſſion of the firſt office „ K 3, 

of the ſecond office - 649: 4 44 
of the third office - 1,157 11 10 


Total annual value . 4,049 39 3% 35 
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And as the aſſefſed taxes are one ſource of the fees incident to theſe 


offices, it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe that their annual amount is 
more likely to increaſe than to decreaſe in future. 


II. 


THE AUDITOR OF THE RECEIPT, AND OTHER 
OFFICERS OF THE COURT OF RECEIPT. 


Under this head your Committee propoſe to ſtate, 1ſt, The re- 


oulations made by Parliament in purſuance of the recommendations- 


of the Commiſſioners of Accounts; 2dly, The increaſe or diminu- 
tion of ſalaries or emoluments which has taken place fince thoſe re- 
gulations were introduced; 3dly, The farther meaſures which pre- 


ſent themſelves for conſideration, as ariſing out of the preceding 
ſtatements. 


$ I. 

The Commiſſioners of Accounts, in their ſixth report, recom- 
mended; 1. The ſuppreſſion or reduction of certain offices; 
2. The abolition of fees and gratuities in other offices, which they 
propoſed ſhould be paid by net and fixed ſalaries; 3. The abolition 


of certain forms of proceedings, which they cbm to be uſeleſs 


and expenſive. 


1. With reſpect to offices, the Commiſſioners having aſcertained 


that the total of the emoluments accruing in that year to the inef- 


fective officers of the Exchequer amounted to 45, 332, propoſed to 
aboliſh the offices of the Tally Court, to reduce the number or 
profits of the tellers, and to aboliſh their ſecond clerks. 


To effeQuate this, and the other reforms propoſed by the Com- 


miſſioners, an act was paſſed in the year 1783, upon the expreſs 


foundation of their report; and all the offices compoſing the Tally 


Court, viz. thoſe of the Chamberlains, Tally-cutter, and Uſher, . 


were directed, from and after the death, ſurrender, forfeiture, or 


removal of the preſent poſſeſſors of ſuch offices reſpeQively, and 


& after the death, ſurrender, forfeiture, or removal of the perſons 
« reſpeQtively entitled thereto, after the death, ſurrender, forfeiture, 
t or removal of the preſent poſſeſſor, to be aboliſhed. 

It was enacted alſo, that after the determination of the intereſts 


of each of the four tellers, the office of ſecond clerk to each reſpec- 


tive teller ſhould be aboliſhed. - The net profits of the four ſecond 
clerks, taken nogether for 1780, amounted to 4,5551. 78. 10d. 


It was enacted alſo, that after the death, ſurrender, forfeiture, or 


Jemoval of any or either of the then four tellers, the ſalaries, fees, 


U 


, b 
Mate 
Wy. 
1148 
Wy 
1 
[1 
Wilt 
l | 
1 
$6.1 | 
1 
J. 
N 
40 
ms 
qv 
1 
9 1 
25 
Y 
i = 
: 
$ 
+&\þ 
* 
12 
* tj 
4. 
1 
* 
8 1 
11 
1 
17 
a 
2 
% 
$ 
Il | 
9 
f u 
KF 
ir 
M 
"ih 
Wh 
R 
= 
i i 
1 
145 
N 
A 
* 
"4 
„ 
js 
10 
. 
* 
144 
44 
10 


"7 . +. 
4 wy 
: OY 
. 
i 
= 
\""__ l 
ſ' 9 
* i 
1 
Mt "$4 
: 1 EN 
PM KEY 
e 
b. sf 
6 
1. > hl * 
W 
. 2 
„ 
os 4 
"1's 
by Uh: : 
* fab a 
1 
.* U 1 
. 
1 1 
0 
1 
138 
3 
i 
: 
1 
T4 
1. . 
4 f 
$3 
4 
e 
142 
KA 
14 
U 1. 
1 Wes 
n 7 
9 
ut! 
12-44 
} 15 
J 
1 
4 
0 
4/3 .. 
1 
16 
Ys 
4s 2 
+ 
x; 
1:0 
3 
4 
4 
us" {1 
14 
a. 
LT 
Aw 
»4 
975 
17555 
| 0 


2 —— 
— 


n 
25 2 - 4 


DUEL Genres AF 4 e 
" — 0p <= . 2 
- * ey : * — by _ — 
2 — AY = q — — — — — 9 — — 9 — —_— > > << at 2” ** 12 r Tu * 
—ͤg—— 2 K — g — mom 4 =. — . - 
— ” 1 b 8 > 


„„ KKK 


— 
Xhes. 


— - — 
3 


83 
S 
2 * = 
—— 2 . 
— >. 


2 —ͤ— 


—— — — A 


1 8 — 
75 _ 3 
1 r 
— ——— 
S 


2 — 


— 


2 


* 
Fond — — 


— 
— 
8 
+. x 
. — 


— 


— 
ä 


m ESD EARS 


Se Lao iy 


Th. DAE 
2% 8 
8 

— 


4 2 — 2 — tov" 
r Ws 37, He er I OA 
- — — 


— 


35 
1 
> Lat = 

. 7 
1 
1 

85 
1 
* 1 
1 1, 
: 45 — 90 
2 1 
Y wy Y 75 
10 Lan: 

* 0 4 
1 88 
1 = 48 
i 1 
55 
11 Wy > 
2 {OR 
V 8:48 a 
9992 | ö ” 
760 72 
f ER 
we) hs 
F 4 

7 


8 2 
3 — 
* S Da 
. A od 
22 


Wy, 


273 PARLIAMENTARY 


allowances, perquiſites, gratuities, and emoluments, incident to their 

reſpective offices, ſhould ceaſe; and that in lieu thereof, each teller 

ſhould receive a net ſalary of 2,700l. per annum, and his firſt 

clerk 1,000l. The profits of the four tellcrſhips, taken together, 

had amounted, in 1780, to 29,2651. 48. 5 4d.; and thoſe of the 
firſt clerks to about 6,2211. 10s. 3d. 


It is to be obſerved, however, that Parliament upon this occa- 


fion, not content with executing the particular reforms propoſed by 
the Commiſſioners, proceeded to reduce other offices, of which the 
reduction had not been ſpecifically recommended, holding the fame 
line of conduct which the Commiſſioners had ' purſued, and re- 
ſtrained the exceſſive emoluments of thoſe offices without aboliſhing 
the offices themfelves. Upon this principle, therefore, it proceeded to 


reduce the income of the Auditor of the Receipt of the Exchequer, | 


which, in the year 1780, had amounted to the net ſum of 1 4,0 1 61. 
+ 48. 1d. to 4,o000l. per annum, and that of his chief clerk from 
2,7521. 3s. 6d. to 1,000l. 

It alſo reduced the income of the Clerk of the Pells from 
2.5971. 1 28. Od. to 3,000. ; fixing at the ſame time that of his 
firſtclerk, — had been 6811. 6s. 1d. at 8ool. per annum, with 
the addition of 209]. per annum, as receiver of the moncy arifing 
from. the fees of theſe regulated offices. 

2, The ſecond general meaſure of reform in the Exchequer, 
which the Commiſſioners recommended, was, to abolich the mode 


af paying each officer by fees and gratuities, and to ſubſtitute, in 


lieu, thereof, a compenſation by fixed and net ſalarics. 

„This reform was alſo adopted by Parliament, and carried into 
execution, by eſtablithing one common fund, to which all the fees of 
the reformed offices ſhauld be carried in the firſt. place; and di- 
reQing the reduced ſalaries to be defrayed out of that fund; the 

ſurplus of it (after paying the taxes chargeable upon theſe ſalaries) 
to be paid over in the proportion of one-third to the civil liſt, and 
of two-thirds to the ſinking fund, which, fince the ag, 27 G. III. 
0. 13. , makes part of the conſolidated fund. 

The ſeveral official, houſes of the Auditor, T Frank and Ulſher, 

were alſo veſted in His Majeſty by the ſame law. 
3. Many of the forms of proceeding, which the Commiſſioners 
adviſed to be aboliſhed, as uſeleſs and expenſive, were alſo by the 
fame authority directed to be laid aſide, as ſoon as the reſt of theſe 
reforms ſhould be ſufficiently executed to render it practicable. 


wy, 


8 25 2 8 


The variations which have taken place in theſe ſeveral Ex- 
chequer offices, ſince the year 1782, are very inconſiderable, either 
by diminution or increaſe of ſalaries of emoluments, except- in 
thoſe inſtances where the preceding reforms directed by Parliament 
have taken effect upon vacancies in WES ſubjected to re- 
gulation. 

The Auditor's office was placed upon its reduced eſtablifhment 
in 1794. The duties and emoluments of the Auditor and of 
his ſubordinate offices are folly detailed in the ſtatement annexed ; 
and the total annual expence of this eſtabliſhment is at preſent 
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11,010]: 1 


Of the Tellers, whoſe offices are holden by grants ſubſiſting at 
the time of the ſtatute, two remain nearly upon their antient foot- 


ing; but the other two having been appointed reſpectively in the 


years 1786 and 1790, the falaries of themſelves and their firſt 
clerks are ſubjeR to the regulation of the ſtatute ; and under” the 
proviſions of the ſame law, ſalaries bave been provided for four 
clerks under each of theſe Tellers, amounting in the wes to 
1,000l. in each office. 

The office of Clerk of the Pells became cabjeR to thi epd 
tions of the ſtatute in 1784. The whole of the eſtabliſhment of 
the ſalaries of the Clerk of the Pells, his deputy, and twenty —_— 
now amounts to 6,8 401. per annum. 

The offices of Chamberlain and Tally-cutter have not fallen 
vacant ſince the year 1783, and no variation has taken place in 
the emoluments of the Chamberlain, either on the Reccipt fide, 
or on the Court fide, or of the Tally -cutter, except by compen- 
ſation to them for the loſs of certain fees occaſioned by the acts 
which have been an for conſolidating certain branches of the 
revenue. 

The offices of the Chancellor of the Exthaguch the Clerk of 
the Pipe, and of the Paymaſter of Exchequer Bills, have under- 


_ agen 
z 


gone ſome flight variations in their profits fince 1782; and your 


Committee have annexed the evra by which the er- of 
each will appear. h 


Your Committee having called for an account of the produce of 


the fees received under the directions of the act, in reſpect of the 


ſuppreſſed offices for the laſt fix years, they find, that the clear 


produce of theſe fees, applicable to the uſe of the civil liſt and 
conſolidated fund, WAS, 
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1 . W fu 
Far 1481. _- ..— — 13 to 
1792 — _ — 1355 2 9 one 

1793 8 — — 8, 702 10 2 real 

DIS -- — _— — 27,381 9 2 miſ 
1795 — — — 55,421 6 3 effe 

For the year 1796, the total ſum was 79,554 6 11 3 
The deductions from thence were, for ſalaries che 
and taxes — — 27 783 +. 11 has 
And the net ſurplus — — L-5 $1,761 #9 2 


| Of this ſum, 15,0001. was paid into the Exchequer, in Ja- 
nuary 1797, by direction of the Treaſury, on account of the 
civil liſt, and the reſt of the balance was paid upon the 17th 


July inſtant, to the reſpective accounts of the civil lift and conſoli- cont 
dated fund. ther 
Since the year 1782, there have been only four reverſionaty to ! 
grants of Exchequer offices, and thoſe were of the Tellerſhips; very 
three of them are at preſent veſted in poſſeſſion. 
$ 3- 
The preceding offices of the Exchequer of Receipt having within : 
a few years paſt undergone a complete inveſtigation by the Commiſ- CC 
: fioners of Accounts, and an extenſive reform by ſpecial ſtatute, $1 
your Committee do not preſume to propoſe any farther meaſures U 
upon a ſubject ſo recently examined, and ſettled by the authority of Tn 
Parliament. 3 
Your Committee, however, finding that the Commilfibner of Kon 


Accounts had thought proper to recommend, that the accounts of the 
' Treaſurer of the Navy ſhould no longer be entered in the office of 
the Lord Treaſurer's Remembrancer, and in the Pipe-office, think NG 
it their duty to take notice, ,that this practice nevertheleſs has not T 


been diſcontinued ; and they have annexed a ſtatement of the of w} 
grounds, upon which it 1s repreſented to be a neceſſary form, unat- only 
tended by delay or expence. | as the 

_ Your Committee having alſo obſerved, that the Commiſſioners of 1, 
of Accounts recommended, that the ſtat. 4 Geo, II. c. 26. for two 
putting all law proceedings into Engliſh, ſhould be extended to the The 1 
Receipt of the Exchequer, but that no alteration had been made in pears 
that reſpect, think it their duty to take notice of this cireum- "Te £ 


2 
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ſtanee; but at the ſame time they muſt obſerve, that, according 
to the repreſentations made by an officer of great experience in 
one of the moſt important branches of that department, there is 
reaſon to believe no benefit whatever, and much poſſible future 
miſchief, would enſue, if this recommendation were carried into 
effect. 8 a > 
It is with ſatisfaction alſo they obſerve, that, according to the 
ſame teſtimony, the preſent regulations and checks of the Ex- 
chequer are ſo effectual, that no inſtance of forgery or error 
has occurred within living memory; and even tradition does not 
relate, that any attempt at forgery in this department was ever 


ſucceſsful. © 


The holidays | in the Exchequer appear to be numerous, and the 
hours of public - attendance are few; but it is the concurrent 
opinion of the officers in all branches of the Exchequer of Reccipts, 
that no benefit to the public ſervice can poſſibly ariſe from à dif- 
continuance of any of the holidays obſerved therein; and it is fars | 
ther repreſented to your Committee, that any change, which tended 


to keop the offices open to a later hour, might occafionally nn 


very important inconveniences to the pus ſervice: |”? F 
III. 
COMMISSIONERS FOR AUDITING THE PUBLIC. 
2" W ACCOUNTS. n 


Upon the ſuppreſſion of the office of Auditors of the Impreſt 
in 1785, this commiſſion was created by Parliament to. ſupply. 
their place, and diſcharge their duties, in a manner more dal 
voys and leſs burdenſome to the Public. | 


- 1 8 1. | J 
The pub . conſiſts of five Dia 0 a 
of whom, being Comptrollers of the Accounts of the Army, have 
enly 5001. per annum each, although they execute the ſame duties 
3s the other three Commiſſioners, each of whom has an annual falary -: 
of 1,000, There are alſo two inſpeRors-general, twenty-two elerks, 
tuo extra clerks, a ſolicitor, office-keeper, and two meſſengers. :- 
The total expence of this eſtabliſhment, in the year 1797, ap- 


pears to be 8 sel.; and no fees or N nn 5 | 
are allowed. i Dit 76h 


Vol. V. N e 155 1 8 
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The general duties executed by this Board are the ſame as thoſe 
of the late Auditors; and the Commiſſioners of Accounts having 
explained at large their courſe of proceeding, it is only neceſſary to 
refer to the ſtatute for ſuch variations of detail as were introduced 
by Parliament, in conſequence of the particular recommendations 


contained in the reports which led to this reform. 


Your Committee, however, in order to furniſh a more ready 
view of the extenſive cognizance which this office now exerciſes 
over public accountants, has annexed two-liſts ; one, ſpecifying the 
officers and departments whoſe accounts are audited by the Com- 
miſſioners; and-the other, enumerating the ſeveral perſons account- 
able before them for money impreſted on account for extraordinary 
ſervices. And as all extraordinary accounts muſt be. ſtated to the 
Treaſury, before they are declared, your Committee, in explanation 


of that proceeding, have annexed the forms of four ſorts of warrants 


in uſe upon maki ng up theſe accounts for declaration, according to 
the ſeveral modes in which the Lords of the Treaſury may think fit 
to fignify their allowance or diſallowance. 

The reſult and effect of the regulations eſtabliſhed for a 


and comptrolling the publie expenditure in this moſt important de- 


partment, ſince its creation in 1785, will beſt appear by reference 
to the four accounts hereunto annexed, which are reſpectively en- 


titled : 1. A liſt of ordinary and extraordinary accounts depending in 
| the offices of the late Auditors of the Impreſt, and transferred to the 


Commiſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts. 2. An account 
of the balances due to the Public, on ſuch extraordinary accounts 
as are now depending before the Commiſſioners for auditing the 
Public Accounts, and as have not been ſtated to the Treaſury. 
3. An account of all balanees appearing due to the Public upon 
accounts which have been ſtared to, and are depending at, the 


Treaſury. 4. An account of all balances certified by the Com- 


miſſioners for auditing the Public Accounts to the Treaſury, upon 
accounts delivered into their office ſince 5th July 1785, previous 
to the examination of ſuch accounts; as alſo of the ſums received or 
recovered previous to the ſaid accounts being ſtated to the 'T reaſury, 
or deelared, together with the balances due to the Public upon ſuch 
declared accounts. 

In order to exhibit more diſtinctly the material points reſulting 
from theſe accounts, your Committee have called for ſuch a detailed 


explanation of their contents, as might tend to ſnew the probable 


zamount of the balances now due to the Public. This explana- 

tion they have annexed to their Report; and from theſe documents 

ſo explained, it appears to your Committee, that ſubject to 40 
| 1 ER: 


— 


fc 


e — a kk #2 | % 


bliſnment, for the year 1797 = > 
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deductions ariſing by payments made ſubſequent to the date of theſe 


accounts (of which payments nevertheleſs your Committee have 


not been able to obtain any ſtatement) the Public are entitled to the 


following ſums : 


1. For acknowledged balances, upon ac- 


counts certified to the Treaſury 507,878 13 103 


2. For balances, upon accounts ſtated to the 
Treaſury, and depending there, and 
ſubject to allowance or diſallowance 


by that Board — — "on 870 17 2 


— 


3. For balances, due upon declared ac- 
counts — — 


383,558 11 14 


— — 


Upon  inſpeQion of theſe accounts, your Committee obſerve, 
that the largeſt balances apparently due to the Pulie are thoſe upon 


accounts ſtated to, and depending at, the Treaſury; and chat the 


progreſs of theſe accounts is interrupted, until the Treaſury proceeds 
to allow or difallow the balances, and iflues the neceſſary warrants 
to enable the Commiſſioners to proceed. 

In ſuch caſes, it is obvious to remark, that not only the principal 
debt may be put in hazard by the delay, but that the accountant has 
alſo the means of deriving a profit to himſelf, at the public ex- 
pence, by the intereſt which he may make during the interval. 


5 $ 2. 3 

The groſs receipt in the office of the Auditors . 5. d. 

of the Impreſt, for one year, ending Chriſtmas | 
1782, amounted to — — 


33.687 6 7 
The preſent office was eſtabliſhed in the year 

1785, to execute the ſame duties, for the annual 

expence of 8, 410l.; and the only increaſe 

which has taken place, fince its firſt inſtitution, 

has proceeded from a change in the number of | 

clerks, and a variation in their ſalaries, which 1 5 

have cauſed an additional annual, expence of 

240l., making the total expence of this eſta- 3 

8,050 © © 


In 


an hf. 5 ; Oo 2 


— 


— — —ͤ— 
n r=. 
— — I" _ 


un 
nw 
[ 
| 4 
19 
"Nt 
35 
1 A 
2# 
I 8 
"8 


In SC.” & 
i" , 
16 4 F 
2738 
— 1 
1 $ 
[1-18 is 
# [ 
K 
'8 
" a 
TY 
12 1 
7 
1 
1 
25 4 
g UW 
; b 
1 
— * 
b on 
4 # 
J p 


— — 2 AS 
= 5” 
HEE LT SST on 


— — " 1 —_ = . 
*s. Ee — - 


— —_ — 
=> — — — : — — — * 
— — 22 — 3 — — — — 
5 - . = TIT IE ＋ _ — — — 
— 2 — 22 3 CI — = — —— a * =_ — 
— — - — — 2 3 — = — —— 2 — 2 — 2 — — 8 
— . — — ——— = — 15 — pon Ws TS RENE In ca. — —— —— 8 3 - 8 - L —< * 
2 rs ; Sooo ST R SS 3 pt 5 3, i ork 27 6} SE — 8 - —— 
3 wr 2 . 3 % „ . 2 2 $65... — = Sn 5 : 72 e n oy che r - 
FTC ä Sy SS ee Do — — r EE — . 
0 — N * 22 2 r. i * OY 3 „ — ry — ISWRA 5 — I. r 2 E 
" — h ws 4 2 - — 7. 9 — £ — — -. - — oY Cat 2 8 
: —— _ — - = ” 1 1 1 4 2 — — — — 2 — 
< _ 1 — — > —— —ͤ— <a S.-<S .-v ">= x8 won 8 r 
— — — 4 - - = — . 
- : — * = — 4 a ci _ 
> - > a . 7 


— — — ͤ — 2 — — 


. — 

— — . — OO I IE 
— 5 — — — 
4 — A 


n 
—_ 


I ECCRETIESTTIRNSTYTSSIOT e. 
Se Re tone — 7 - We ah te. 
g — _—_——— dS. 8 
I P n Fe F 
* r 
0 — 


nn yore ww wag 
% 5 


* — ot ako 
— 2 ==> 
- bv i * - 
—— ng 
2 — AE 
ns *— 


284 | PARLIAMENTARY 
8 3. 


The oonſtitution of this e office appears to have been 
framed with ſo much economy, and the duties of it appear to 
have been executed with ſo muck attention to the ſame principle, 
that your Committee have no farther meaſures of reduction to pro- 
poſe-in this department. 

Conceiving, however, that the Public might derive eſſential ad- 
vantages from the obſervation and experience of perſons holding 
a ſtation, which enables them to take ſo extenſive a ſurvey of the 
various branches of public expenditure, your Committee have 
thought it their duty to call upon theſe Commiſſioners for an ac- 
count of ſuch regulations as appeared to them to be expedient, either 
for the more effectual execution of the duty of their own depart- 
ment, or for the better regulating the accounts which are brought 
into their office. To this requiſition the following return has 
been made: 


« 1ſt. In order to the more effectual execution of the duty of 


« their own department, the Commiſſioners ſubmit, that the an- 
c nual ſum of 6, cool., granted by the act of the 25 Geo. III. 
« e. 52.* for the better auditing the public accounts, for the 
1 ** officers, clerks, and other perſons, in lieu of all fees and gra- 
% tuitics whatſoever, and for ſtationary, coals, candles, and other 
. 44 incidental charges to be incurred in the office, is adequate to 
« the payment of the preſent eſtabliſhed number of ſuch officers 
* and clerks, according to the ſalaries now allotted to each of 
% them; and that the number of perſons ſo employed is ſut- 
« ficient for the ordinary duties of the office, -in the examina- 
4 tion of the uſual periodical accounts; but they take leave to 
& repreſent their opinion, that the ſalaries of ſome of their clerks 
«* are not adequate to their labour, and to the truft repoſed in 
* them, when compared with the neceſſary expence of living in 
« this town.“ 

% 2d. They alſo repreſent, that the extraordinary accounts 
ariſing from ſervices in the laſt war obliged them to ſolicit the 
appointment of temporary clerks, the expence of which ſo far 
4 exceeded the ſtipulated annual Tum granted by Parliament, that 


4 a 2 1 8 8 Ad. i. 4.4. + — 


5 — T 4 * 


Waun 226, For Commiſſioners annually 4 1 
* The Gatute allows J For Officers and Incidents, Ke. ,000. 


Total 4. 10,000 
: — 
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ce they were under the neceſſity of reſorting to the Treaſury for 
„ pecuniary aſſiſtanee in two ſeveral inſtances ; and the extraor- 


8 « dinary accounts in conſequenee of the preſent war, which have 
P &« been already brought into this office, require not only the labour 
5 ce of a greater number of perſons than can: be ſupplied from the 
1 60 


preſent eſtabliſhment, to forward the examination of them with 
« that diſpatch which is eſſential both for the Public and the Ae- 
. countant; but demand alſo that ſuch perſons fhould be able and 
8 « efficient, and ſome of them at leaſt converſant in the knowledge 


7 « of foreign languages, coins, exchanges, weights, and meaſures ; 
” « which extraordinary aſſiſtanee cannot be furniſhed from the pre- 
1 6 ſent annual allowance.“ 
A „% 3d. The Commiſſioners ſubmit, that it would-be defirable 
A ce for all deſperate and obſolete debts to the Crown to be removed 
ht « from the ſeveral accounts upon which they now remain as inſu- 
oy <« pers, and carried into an ex- annual roll, in the manner which 
« this Board took leave to ſubmit tothe conſideration of the Lords 
4 « Commiſſioners of His Majeſty's Treaſury, by their repreſenta- 
1 « tions, dated the 2oth of May 1789, and the 28th of January 
' 1790, copies of which are hereunto annexed.” 
% 4th. The Commiſſioners ſubmit, that it would likewiſe be 
80 te defirable, that the voluminous ſchedules at preſent annexed by 
oY « the King's Remembrancer to the writ of diſtringas ad computan- 
- « dum, ſhould be carefully reviſed by that officer, to the end that 
jo « all perſons' names might be firuck out of thoſe ſchedules, 
. « whoſe accounts have been already declared, or are depending in 
| « this office, in order to prevent ifſues being levied on accountants 
5 e under both theſe deſcriptions, which hath of late ſometimes hap- 


hos « pened, notwithſtanding the Board tranſmit every fix months to 
the King's Remembrancer a general certificate of all accounts 


« accounts which have been declared, by their paſſing through his 
* office in their way to the Clerk of the Pipe. This meaſure 
c has already been recommended in the Eighth Report of the 


" x ** Commiſſioners for examining, taking, and ftating the public 
hs 7 accounts of the kingdom. At the ſame time it ſeems proper to 

* remark, that the uſe of the writ of diſtringas ad computandum is 
— in ſome meaſure ſuperſeded by the 19th ſection of the act for 


better auditing the public aceounts, which gives to the Com- 
miſſioners me ried of compelling accountants to _ forward 
their accounts.” 


depending before them, and notwithftanding he is informed of the 


=” 5th. ' The Commiſſioners N that delay having in 
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ſome caſes occurred in the atteſtations of accounts upon oath, 
upon allegations from the Accountants, that they were unable 
to find a Baron of the Exchequer in town during the circuits, 
or in the law vacations, it may be expedient to empower 


this Board to adminiſter to Accountants the oath of atteſta- 


tion, in like manner as they are now authorized to examine 
Accountants and others upon oath, for the better inveſtigation of 
accounts depending.” 

« 6th. In reſpeQ to the better 338 the accounts which 
are brought into this office, the Commiſſioners repreſent, that 
by the act, of the twenty-third of His Majeſty, for the better 
regulation of the office of Paymaſter- general of His Majeſty's 
forces, the accounts of that office are directed to be made up 
annually, and to be ſigned and atteſted by every Paymaſtes- 
general, who ſhall have paid or diſcharged any part of the 
faid accounts; that the Commiſſioners having experienced 
great dithculties in obtaining the atteſtations required by the 
ſaid act, by which the Pay maſter's account has been very in- 
conveniently retarded, they ſubmit the expediency of an altera- 


tion of the law in this reſpect, and that the Paymaſter- 
general be exonerated from this duty of atteſting the aceount upon 


oath ; and that the Accountant- general of the Pay- office, whoſe 
duty it is to make up the fame, be required to atteſt it upon 
oath, in the uſual form of ſuch atteſtations, but without re- 
lie ving the Paymaſter-general in uy reſpect from his nr 
reſponſibility.” 


* 2th. The Commiſſioners repreſent, that in the annual! ac- 


count of the Receiver of the Firſt Fruits and Tenths of the 


Clergy, the Accountant is charged with the tenths of ſundry 
livings, hoſpitals, chantries, &c., which are exempted from 


payment of tenths, and with the tenths of others, which cannot 
now be found ; they therefore ſubmit, whether the Archbiſhops 
and Biſhops of each dioceſe ſhould not be required to reviſe and 
correct the Roll, which forms the charge on the Receiver of 


the Firſt Fruits and Tenths of the Clergy, by ſtriking out all 


ſuch hoſpitals, chantries, &c. as have through inadvertence been 
inſerted in that roll, though exempted by the act for the ſup- 
preſſion of religious houſes; and alſo all thoſe livings, which 
ſinee that time have been exonerated by order of the Court of 


* Exchequer, or which remain without incumbents, becauſe they 


arg not worth the expence of paying the Firſt Fruits and Tenths 


ar them. Surh a regulation would greatly tend to ſimplify this 
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aecount, and would prevent the — labour of clerks in 


this office. 


„ Sth. As the periodical accounts of the ſeveral branches of the 
revenue, and the annual accounts of expenditure, are made up 


to different periods of the year, the Commiſſioners ſubmit, whe- 
ther uniformity in this reſpe& would not be beneficial, by faci- 
litating the preparation and comparifon- of accounts of different 
offices for particular periods. At the ſame time, this is a regu- 
lation which they mention with great dithdence, being ſenſible 
that it may poſſibly be attended with inconveniences, which they 
do not in all cafes pretend to foreſee. In caſe ſuch a meaſure 
were to he adopted, the four quarterly days, according to the new 
ſtile, or the laſt days of the four quarterly months of March, 
June, September, and December, might be fixed upon, as ſhould 
be found moſt expedient.” 

« gth. The Commiſſioners repreſent, that the ancient proceſs by 
ſcire facias from the Pipe-office, to recover. balances due from 
Accountants on declared accounts, having much fallen into diſ- 
uſe, and being attended with great delay, it may perhaps be ex- 
pedient that a ſummary proceſs, to be ſettled by His Majeſty's 
law officers, ſhould be eſtabliſhed by act of Parliament, in order 
to facilitate the recovery of ſuch balances, as for want of ſome 
ſuch ſummary proceſs, Accountants with large balances in their 
hands are induced to reſiſt the payment thereof, with very 
undue advantage to — and with great detriment to the 
public.“ 

« reth The Wee repreſent, that in coſe any public 
Accountant ſhall chuſe to reſide in Ireland, the Board, as the law 
now ſtands, are not able to enforce obedience to their precepts in 
that kingdom. They therefore ſubmit, whether it may not be 
expedient to recommend to the Lord Lieutenant, and the Admi- 
niftration of that kingdom, to promote the paſſing. of an act of 
Parliament there, authoriſing His Majeſty's Attorney-general of 


Ireland, and the Courts of Juſtice there, to proceed againſt public 


Accountants refident in that kingdom, who may refuſe to account 
for public money in their hands, upon the ſpecial certificate of 
this Board, in like manner as may he now done in Scotland and 
the colonies, by the 1 9th ſection of the act for, better auditing the 
public accounts; whereby Accountants, who are wilful defaulters, 
will no longer be able to ſhelter themſelves in _ ly of His 
Majeſty's dominions.” A 


Theſe meaſures your Committee recommend to the evcifideration 


of the Houſe : and they think it farther incumbent upon thim to 
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recommend, that the large accounts which have been ſtated to the 
Treaſury, and are there ſtill depending, ſhould be proceeded upon 
without delay; and alfo, that the payment of balances upon ac- 
counts declared, fo far as the ſame have not been ſitm liquidated, 
Mould be ſpeedily inforeed ; the honour and intereſt of the Execu- 
tive Government, and the juſtice due to individuals, being equally 
concerned in the final ſettlement of accounts, ſo various in their 
nature, and fo i * by their een 


- CONCLUDING REMARKS. 


THUS. far your Committee have proceeded ; when they find 
themſelves obliged, by the cloſe of the ſeſſion, to terminate their 
inquiries. - 

They by no means preſume to think, that the ſtatements upon 
each ſubject might not have been more ample, and the obſervations 
more correct, if circumſtances had allowed them to purſue a longer 
courle of inveſtigation. 

They have nevertheleſs thought it incumbent upon them to lay 
behore the Houſe ſuch materials as they have collected, arranged 
under ſuch heads as appeared to them to afford the moſt diſtin view 
of the manner in whicti they have endeavoured to fulfil the con- 
cluding inſtruQion given to them by the Houſe ; and they have 
been anxious, throughout theſe reports, to make no ſtatement, un- 
, defs it is ſupported by ſome document or teſtimony referred to in the 
_ and in almoſt every inſtance inferted at length in the ap- 

This will enable the Houſe to aſcertain the preciſe grounds 


upon Fe their repreſentations reſt, and give the ready means of 


correcting what may be erroneous. 

Some general remarks have occurred to your Canmmitten in the 
eourſe of their inquiries, of which they have expreſsly reſerved the 
ſlatement for the concluſion of theſe reports. 

1. They beg leave to obſerve, that the juſtice and liberality of 
be Executive Government will be called upon, in all inſtances 
where the meaſures propoſed by your Committee, if adopted, may 
okcifion the Removal of Individuals from their preſent Offices, to 


make ſuitable Compenſation to all ſuch perſons, until opportuni- 
#166 thall*occur of placing them in other official ſituations, of duties 


in ſome a 1 and of profit proportionate to the fair and 
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ordinaty emoluments of their former offices, ſo far as it may be 
practieable; ; a due attention to public economy requiring that the 
earlieſt means ſhould be taken for making ſuch arrangements. 

II. Th it may. very materially conduce to the ends of public 
economy, 1 Parliament ſhould think fit to require Annual Accounts 
of every Increaſe and Diminution which may have taken place in 
the courſe of each preceding year, in the ſalaries, emoluments, and 
expences of all Public offices. | 

III. It appearing to your Committee, that a practice has long 
prevailed (though checked of late in many important inſtances) of 
perſons employed in the public ſervice holding finecure offices, and 
that caſes have occurred of perſons holding ſeveral offices at the 
ſame time ; your Committee think it their duty to ſubmit ſome ob- 
ſervations on Sinecures and Efficient Places, either as holden ſepa- 
rately, or as combined in the ſame perſon, 


1. A ſinecure, in the opinion of your Committee, is to be eonſi- 


dered only as a penſion with an oſtenſible office annexed to it ; and 
- whether a finecure be ſuch from the nature of the office, or whe- 


ther it be rendered ſuch by the principal officer of an efficient depart- 
ment employing an allowed deputy, there is no material difference 
in the propriety or impropriety of uniting it with other offices, 
It appears, to your Committee, that ſinecure offices of high rank 
in ſome of the antient eſtabliſhments of the State, may be uſefully 
employed, in particular inſtances, as, either to accompany a. Peerage, 
given for the reward of perſonal ſervices, or, to ſecure an honourable. 
retreat to perſons who are entitled to marks of public favour by 
the long and meritorious diſcharge of the duties of high office, or 
who have facrificed lucrative profeſſional ſituations on engaging in 
the public ſervice; by veſting ſuch offices in the perſons themſelves, 
or in their immediate deſcendants, 


the Exchequer, ſeems to have recognized the general principle, by 


preſerving ſome of the higheſt and moſt honourable offices in that 


department, as the means of enabling the Crown to make proviſions 
of this nature. 


But your Committee conceive, as to ſinecures leſs connected 7 | 


circumſtances of honour or diſtinction, that if they are deſigned ; as 
proviſions for perſons, who may deſervedly be the object of royal, 
bounty, a proviſion of equal value, in the direct form of a penſion, 
is more ſtrictly charaQteriſtic of its purpoſe, and therefore more likely, 
to be watched in its amount and application. All the patent offices, 
in the cuſtoms, of which the Commiſſioners of Accounts recom. 


mended the abolition, were ſinecures of this deſeription, 
Voi N 


And Parliament, in reforming, 
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It has alſo not eſcaped the notice of your Committee, that ſine- 
eure offices are liable to an evil, which is the juft object of public 
jealouſy, inaſmuch as perſons who would not avowedly hold penfions 
in their own name, and could not eafily prevail upon others to -hold 
them in their names, may find it leſs difficult to profit clandef. 
tinely, or even illegally, by appointments of this deſcription, under 
the cover of a truſt veſted in ſome other perſon, who is repreſented 
to the public as the real holder of the office. And your Committee 
beg leave to obſerve, that Parliament has repeatedly marked its ſenſe 
of the poſſibility of the evil conſequences of this abuſe in either caſe, 
by prohibiting perſons from fitting in the Houſe of Commons for 
whom penſions or diſqualifying offices are holden in truſt, 


2. The union of ſeveral finecures in the ſame perſon, according 
to the view which your Committee have taken of this ſubject, will 
differ from the caſe of a ſingle ſinecure only in the degree of profit 
or honour, annexed to them, and not in the propriety with which 


they may be beſtowed : But the union of inferior finecures to effi- 


cient places, can only be proper, as a mode of giving an adequate 
compenſation to an officer whoſe ſalary is inadequate : and your 
Committee are of opinion with the Commiſſioners of Inquiry, that 
the neceſſity of reſorting to ſuch modes of compenſation ſhould be 
done away, by giving adequate ſalaries in all cafes, and by the eſta- 
bliſhment of ſome proper mode of ſuperannuation. 

3. It is the union of more than one efficient office-in the ſame 
perſon which is liable to become in many inſtances ſtill more preju- 
dicial to the public ſervice. 

If the duties of each require to be performed at the ſame time, 
and at places remote from each other, the plurality is miſchievous 
in its effect and example: it throws the duty of ſome of theſe 
offices into the hands of perſons, who were not originally ſelected 


for them, and who do not receive the rewards annexed by the pub- 


lic to ſuch ſervices. Your Committee fee with concern and diſap- 
probation, that a practice has long prevailed in ſome of the de- 


- partments which they have inveſtigated, of allowing individuals tao 


hold ſeveral efficient offices, which appear to your Committee to be 
in their nature incompatible. _ _ 

But it is equally clear, that if the duties incident to each employ- 
ment can be performed without either of them interfering with the 
other, the public may derive very eſſential advantages from ſuch 
arrangements. Even as a meaſure of economy, it may become 
prudent to unite offices of this claſs together, whenever the duties 
are neceſſary, but not frequent; becauſe it will enable the public ts 


1 
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obtain the performance of each at leſs charge than if the perſon ap- 


pointed to it was prohibited from holding other employments, as 
he muſt, in ſuch caſe, have a ſalary, or ſome other proviſion ſuffi- 
cient. to maintain him even when unoccupied. . The public may 
alſo derive advantages of much higher importance from ſuch an 
union of offices, if their duties are confiftent, by avalling itſelf to 
the utmoſt of the talents of individuals; and if the reſpective du- 


ties of ſuch offices be faithfully diſcharged, juſtice. and policy will 


concur in ſanctioning an accumulated reward for AT 
ſervices. 


Fuly 20th, 1797. | ; 
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.- -..- HOUSE OF COMMONS. 
; eee 


Thurſday, February 8, 1798. 


; . petitions were preſented againſt the tax on watches 
and clocks ; which being read, were ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT gave notice, that on Monday ſe'nnight 
he would move, that the ſeveral reports of the Committee of 
Finance ſhould be referred to a Committee of the whole Houſe on 
that day. 

Mr. MANNING gave notice, that, on the firſt open day in the 
enſuing week, he would move, that the very reſpeRable liſt of the 
names of the noblemen and gentlemen, inſerted in the books of the 
Bank of England, for ſubſcribing towards defraying the future ex- 
pences of the war, ſhould be laid before the Houſe, in order that the 
example might be followed up as generally as poſſible, conceiving 
that the publicity of ſuch a matter, accompanied by ſuch great and 


illuſtrious characters, could not fail moſt materially to promote the 


univerſality of the meaſure. 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS obſerved, that, as ſeveral doubts were 
. entertained concerning the powers veſted in His Majeſty by the act 
of the preſent ſeſſion, relative to calling out and embodying the Sup- 
plementary Militia, he judged it expedient to remove ſuch doubts, 
and for that purpoſe had framed a bill, which he ſhould have the 
© honour of preſenting to that Houſe. He obſerved, that having the 
honour, with others, to be an adviſer to His Majeſty, he confidered 
himſelf but fulfilling a neceffary part of his duty when he recom- 
mended this meaſure ; for, whatever might be the real intention of 
"the enemy, ſtill, in proportion as they made exertions to attack, it 


was ours to make the like efforts to reſiſt. Security he deemed our 


| Prineipal object, and to attain it qur chief end. He wiſhed it, 
however, to be underſtgod, that he was not apprehenſive of any 
fatal conſequences ariſing from their menaces, notwithſtanding there 
were fome perſons who, in that Houſe, and in the country, mag- 
"ified their achievements, and extolled their proweſs, for purpoſes 
the moſt miſchievous. He acknowledged that he felt ſomewhat warm 
on this occaſion ; bu: he truſted, that, as the very reverſe of ſuch per- 
ons“ expectations would be the reſult of the enemy's attempt on "Wi 
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country, ſo that reſult would hurl them into ruin * confuſion. He 
then preſented a bill, empowering His Majeſty to call out a cer- 
« tain number of the Supplementary Militia, and to provide for 
ce augmenting the companies of militia regiments ;” which was 
read a firſt time, and ordered to be read a fecond time to-morrow. 


Friday, February 9. | 
The Sheriffs of London preſented a petition from the city againſt 


the propoſed plan of the merchants' wet docks, and praying to be # 


heard by their Counſel againſt the paſſing of the ſaid bill i into 
a law. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON ſaid, that the body of mer- 
chants to which he had the honour to belong, ſo far from being 
inimical to the propoſed improvements for the better accommoda- 
tion ef the ſhipping in the port of London, that they were now en- 
gaged in digeſting and preparing a plan to the ſame effect, which, if 
it did not prove acceptable to the public, he would be the firſt to 
have ſome more preferable plan propoſed and adopted, as he was 
far from wiſhing that the port of London ſhould be left i in its pre- 
ſent defective condition. 

The petition was then ordered to lie on the table, and Couneil 
to be heard on the ſecond reading of the bill. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT delivered the following meſſage from 
His Majeſty : 


A 


GEORGE R. 5 


His Majeſty having taken into his royal 2 78 the * 
and ſignal ſervice performed by Adam Viſcount Duncan, ane of the Ad- 


mirals of the Blue, on the coaſt of Helland, in an engagement in be 


month of Otter laſi with a Dutch fleet under the command f Admiral 
De Winter, not auly. highly hawurable to himſelf, but g- eatly benefictal 


to His Majeſty's kingdoms ; and being deſirous ta, beſtoto upon the ſaid 


Adam V ſcaunt Duncan ſome canſiderable and laſting mark of, his royal 
favour, as a leſtimony of His Majeſiy s approbation of the ſaid ſervice, 
and for this purpoſe te give and grant unto the ſaid Adam Viſcount; Dun- 


can, and to the two next ſucceeding heirs male of the Body of the ſaid 


Adam Viſcount Duncan, ta wham, the title. of Viſcount Duncan ſhall, de- 
ſcend, for and during their lives, a net annuity of 2,90001,, her annum. 

But His Miajefty nat having it in his power is grant an annuity ty that 
ameunt, or to extend the efect of the ſaid grant beyond the term. of bis 


own life, recommends it to his faithful Commans to conf ider of « a proper 
method. . enabling , His Aaron to grant the fame ; ; and of extending, : 
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ſecuring, and filling ſuch annuity to the ſaid Adam Viſcount Duncan, 
and 10 the two next ferſms on whom the title of Viſcount Duncan ſhal? 
deſcend, in ſuch manner as ſhall be thought maſt eſfectual for the benefit 
of the ſaid Adam Viſcount Duxcan and his Jones 

F. K. 


After the meſſage had been read from the Chair, 

Mr. Chancellor PITT moved, That it be referred to the con. 
ſideration of a Committee of the whole Houſe on Monday next. 

Mr. MAIN WARING roſe, in order, he ſaid, to bring to the 
recolleQion of the Houſe the ſeveral petitions that had been preſented 
before the receſs againſt the tax impoſed on thoſe who uſe clocks, 
watches, &c. Theſe petitions came from great bodies of dealers 


and workmen in thoſe articles, and many more of a fimilar ten- 


dency had, he underſtood, been alſo preſented fince the receſs. The 
object of his intended motion was, that the whole of theſe petitions 
ſhould be referred to the conſideration of a Committee ; nor did he 
think it neceſſary to enter at large inte any arguments to ſupport 
his motion, as he underſtood that it was not the intention of the 
right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) to oppoſe it. He would 
therefore content himſelf with ſimply moving that the ſeveral peti- 
tions, praying for a repeal of the duty impoſed laſt ſeſſion on clocks, 
watches, &c. be referred to a Select Committee. —Ordered, and the 
Committe was accordingly appointed. 

The order of the day being read for the ſecond reading of the 
bill, enabling His Majeſty to call out a certain proportion of the Sup- 
plementary Militia, and to provide for the neceſſary augmentation 
of men in ſeveral companies of militia by incorporating therein the 


Supplementary Militia, and the bill being then read a ſecond | 


time, 0 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that he did not conceive there 
could be any objection urged againſt the preſent meaſure, as it was 


evidently neceſſary to the public ſervice, and fo urgently called for 


by, the preſent - poſture of affairs. That the bill, however, might 


be generally underſtood and more maturely confidered, it was his 


wiſh that it ſhould be printed, and committed on Monday. 


Monday, February 12. 


| The order of che day being read for taking into conſideration 
His Majeſty's meſſage, reſpeQing the penſion to be granted to Viſ- 
count Duncan, 
Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that circumſtances having come to 
his knowledge concerning another noble commander, fince the meſ- 
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ſage was 4 whoſe ſignal ſervices merited the attention of 
His Majeſty, and the nation at large, in a fimilar way, it made it 
neceſſary for him to remark, that the Houſe would have an oppor- 
tunity of confidering both on the ſame day. He would therefore 

move, that the preſent order be diſcharged, and the meſſage be taken 
into confideration on Wedneſday next. 

Mr. JEKYLL aſked if the right honourable gentleman did not 

allude to Earl St. Vincent? To which the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer ſignified he certainly did. 

Mr. JONES hoped, that, when the meritorious ſervices of de- 
ſerving officers were thus to be regarded by the country, thoſe 
achieved by that gallant Admiral, Sir Richard Onflow, would not 
paſs over neglected or forgotten. He merely ſuggeſted this from 
a conſciouſneſs that the ſervices performed by that diſtinguiſhed pow 
ſon were of the moſt ſignal benefit to the country. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that no perſon whatever more 
highly valued the gallant officer mentioned by the honourable gen- 


tleman than he did; but he muſt remark, that favours, ſuch as 


thoſe which were the ſubject of His Majefty's meſſage, applied only 
in ſuch caſes to Commanders in Chief, a thing which may always 
_ without depreciation to the merits of other officers. 


Mr. JONES hegged it to be underſtood that he was urged to the 


feveftion he made concerning the gallant Admiral, upon the reflec- 
tion of the wonderful exploits performed by him on that ever me- 
morable day, fo momentous and glorious to this country, not con- 


ſcious that he was interfering with His Majeſty's meſſage, or with | 


the order of that Houſe. 
Mr. ONSLOW requeſted the Houſe would do him the juftice' 
to believe, that, previous to the moment when the honourable gen- 


tleman made mention of his gallant relative, he had no converſation 


with him on the ſubject, and was totally ignorant of the ſame. He 


truſted, his motive for e this declaration was e to che | 


Houſe. 


The order of the * was accordingly pony to | Wedneſiay" 
next, 
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pw; 6 eckt brought two meſſages [for 
| copies of which, ſee the Proceedings of the Houſe of Commons] 
from His Maichty, defiring the concurrence of the Houſe to enable 
His Majeſty to grant the ſum of 2, oool. per annum reſpeQively to 
Lords Duncan and St. Vincent, and their two ſueceſſive heirs _ 
as rewards for their late ſignal ſervices, 


HOUSE OF COMMON 8. 


2 13 Februaty 13. ä 
Mr. Chancellor PITT delivered the following e from His 
Majeſty : 


nod GEDRCE-R. 


Hi, Majefly having taken into his = confideration the eminent t and 
 figual ſervice performed by Fohn Earl Saint Vincent, one of the Admirals 
of the Blue, off Cape Saint Vincent, on the coaſt of Portugal, in an en- 
gagement, in the month of February laſt, with a Spaniſh fleet under the 
command of Don Fo oſeph de Cordova, not only highly honourable to himſelf, 
but greatly beneficial to His Majeſty's kingdoms ; and being defirous to 
beflew upon the ſaid John Earl Saint Vincent ſome conſiderable and laſt- 
ing 1 mark of his royal favour, as a teſtimony of His Majeſty s appraba- 
tion of the ſaid ſervice, and for this purpoſe to give and grant unto the 
Said John Earl Saint Vincent, and to the two next ſucceeding heirs malt 
of the body of the ſaid Jolm Earl Saint Vincent, ts whom the title of 
Ear] Saint Vincent ſhall deſcend, for and during their lives, a net an- 


nuity of br thouſand pounds per annum : but His Majeſty not having, 


it in his power to grant an annuity ts that amount, or to extend the effect 
of the ſaid grant beyond- the term of his own life, recommends 10 bis 
eee Commons to conſider of a proper methed of enabling His Majefl 
| ant the ſame, and of extending, ſecurmg, and ſettling, ſuch: an- 
— to the ſaid Fehn Earl Saint Vincent, and to the tibe next perſaus 


on , whom the title, of Earl. Saint Vincent ſhall, defend, tn ſuch- munner. 


all be thought meſt rt . the Leneſi, & the Jajdfobu, Earl 
W Vincent and his Lanig. ch ar wane 
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It was then ordered, that His Majeſty's ſaid moſt gracious meſ- 


| ſage be referred to the confideration of the Committee of the whole 


Houſe, to whom it is referred to confider of His Majeſty's moſt 


gracious meſſage of Friday laſt, relating to His Majeſty's recom- 


mendation for granting an annuity of two thouſand pounds per an- 
num to Adam Vſcount Duncan, and his two next ſucceeding heirs 
male, to whom the title of Viſcount Duncan ſhall deſcend. | 


IVedneſday, February 14. 


Colonel WALPOLE adverted to what had paſſed in the laſt 
ſeſſion of Parliament upon the ſubje& of the Maroons ; he had for- 
borne preſſing any thing upon that matter laſt ſeſſion, upon the ſug- 
geſtion of a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Secretary Dundas) 
ſignifying that information would be laid before the Houſe this 
ſeſſion without any delay. He wiſhed'now to learn what ſteps had 


been taken upon that ſubje& ? 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that he could not give a com- 
plete anſwer to the queſtion put to him. The documents to.which 
it referred made no part of the correſpondence of his office, at thè 
ſame time he hoped to be foon, that was, in a day or two, in a con- 
dition to give to the Houſe the information deſired by the honour- 
able gentleman. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT moved the order of the day, for the 
Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houſe, to 
conſider of His Majeſty's meſſage; which being read, he moved, g 


that the Speaker do now leave the chair. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR obſerved, that the meſſage referred 


to Earl St. Vincent only. He wiſhed to know, whether the 


meſfage relative to Lord Duncan was to be conſidered alſo i in this 


Committee? 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the meſſage relative to Lord 
St. Vincent preceded that of Lord Duncan, becauſe the ſubje& 


matter to which it referred was prior in point of date to the 
other, but they were both ordered to be conſidered by the ſame 
Committee, and therefore would now be both ſubmitted to con- 
ſideration. 

The meſſage being read, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT reed he could bardly aiſinguith be- 


tween the two gallant officers who were recommended to the atten- 
tion of the Committee, nor did he wiſh to do ſo. It was unneceſ- 


ſary for tem to fay any thing in praiſe of either. He could not, 
however, forbear obſerving, that this was an an appropriate day to cale= 


Var. V. 
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brate the triumph of Earl St. Vincent; for this very 1 4th of Fe- 
bruary was the usern! of the period, of that memorable ſervice, 

e therefore moyed, That it is the opinion of this Committeę, that 
tl 0 annual ſum of 2,909). be ifſucd out of the conſolidated. fund, 
to commence on, the L4th of. February, 1797, and be ſettled, in 
the moſt beneficia} manner, on, Earl St. Vincent, and the next two 
heirs male of his body, to whom. the title of Earl St, Vincent 
ſhall deſcend. 

The queſtion being put, : 

Mr. JEKYLL ſaid, that it would be more in order, perhaps, 
that he ſhould wait till. the other motion reſpeQing Lord Duncan 
ſhould be made before he addreſſed the Committee; but under- 
ſanding there was, no objection in that particular, he ſhould pro- 
ceed now. He was obliged to the right honourable gentleman 
who btought forward the queſtion for introducing the word, 
« Anniverſary” upon the buſineſs now before the Committee. It 
certainly was a moſt appropriate term, and it would call to the re- 
collection of the Committee, that it was now twelve months fince 
the name of Earl St. Vincent had been announced to the Houſe, 
He was ſatisfied that the Public mind had felt conſiderable, indigna- 
tion at. the conduct of Miniſters i in the preſent procedure, manifeſt- 
ing ſo marked and groſs a delay and neglect in their treatment of 
the noble Earl in queſiion. He was equally ſatisfied that the Com- 
mittee was as much diſguſted at the miſerable ſcene Miniſters were 
acting (for a miſerable ſcene of acting it was) although he had no 
hopes that they would expreſs themſelves as they felt. If it could 
be ſuppoſed for a moment, that in ſubmitting, to the judgement and 
vote of the Committee the royal meſſage relative, to the Earl of 
St, Vincent, the King's Miniſter was doing an act of voluntary 
juſtice. to that great man's character, he thought it would be as 
obvious, that even a voluntary act of public juſtice and national 
gratitude, was executed in ſo groſs a. ſtyle as to confer rather a diſ- 
grace, than, an honour. But, thoſe, who were every day in the habit 
of.. viewing, the principles. of action which, guided every ſtep of His 

ajeſty” 8 Miniſters, would perceive in the act of this day, not a 
voluntary, but a compulſory meaſure of public juſtice, Why did 

iniſtexs even now, at laſt, come reluctantly forward to ſupport the 
propoſition from the Throne for a pecuniary recompence to Earl 
St. Vingent ?. Becauſe they could not do otherwiſe,, A motion 
had been made r relative to Lord Duncan, and, Earl St. Mincent was 
e, into the wake. of the other noble Admirals It was 
A ly: twelve. months fince the Secretary of State (Mir. Dun» 


apnoungsd to the Houſe the brilliant , 
&- 
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Earl Land in terms not leſs true than energetic, defined it to be a an 
exploit unparalleled in the annals of our naval glory. On that 
memorable occafion, immediately after the uſual addreſs of thanks 
had been voted, two honourable and reſpected Members of this 
Horſe (Mr. "Keene and Sir C. Bunbury), impreſſed with the grate- 
ful and patriotic feelings of the moment, expreſſed a ftrong defire 
to move an addreſs to His Majeſty, and to pray that he would be 
pleaſed-to beſtow ſome ſignal mark of his royal favour on fo diſtin- 
guiſned an officer. How was this motion defeated? The Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer got rid of it by a wretched point of form. 
An Honourable friend of his, now abſent, (Mr. Grey,) cited the 
unanſwerable precedent of the addreſs in the caſe of the great Duke 
of Marlborough, in Queen Anne's time—a precedent not even at- 
tempted to be denied, when; on a late occaſion, an application was 
made on behalf of Admiral Sir Richard Onſlow. But in Lord St. 
Vincent's eaſe the point of form ſucceeded, no addreſs was voted, 
and the honourable Members were compelled- to withdraw the 
motion. | 

Lord St. Vincent was made-an Earl. Mr. Jekyll ſuppoſed. it 
would not be denied by His Majeſty's Miniſters that a Barony was 
to have been the reward of his ſervices in the Mediterranean—but 
he was now advanced to an Earldom, and there it reſted. On the 
11th of liſt October a ſplendid victory was obtained by Lord 
Duncan — The very moment Parliament met, in November, Lord 
Duncan's right honourable relation, the Secretary of State, (Mr. 
Dundas,) announced that victory to the Houſe—how ſoon the 
Petrage follsWed, he need not ſtate. He did not like to make 
compariſons between great and fignal actions, becauſe they might 
appear invidious ; but the conduct of Miniſtry, with reſpe& to 
theſe two Commanders, did lead him to obſerve the ſuperior bril- 
| Haney of the exploit achieved by the noble Earl. The noble 
Viſcount had, at leaſt, a force not inferior to that of the enemy. 


The noble Earl had only fifteen fail of the Britiſh line to contend - 


with twenty-ſeven of the enemy. Mr. Jekyll obſerved, that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer was, as uſual, ſmiling, «© But 4 man 
may ſmile, and ſmile, and be a“ —Miniſter. He would repeat, 


that there was not the ſame inequality in the forces of both theſe 


actions, though he ſhould have ſcorned to remark it if the conduct 


of Miniſtry had not rendered the obſervation neceſſary—[A cry of 


» la Hear!“ -from' tlie other fide of the Houſe]. 
Mr. .Jekyll proceeded — The Peerage was thus rapidly colifeived 


on the noble Viſcount, and © ere thoſe ſhoes were old,” with which. | 
be Waiked"inth the Houſe of Lords, down comes laſt week to this 
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Houſe His Majeſty's. meſſage relative to a pecuniary recompence. 
On Monday laſt, the day appointed for taking that meſſage into 
oonſideratien; the Chancellor of the Exchequer enters the Houſe, 
and twelve *months after the fact, with a ſort of cold- blooded re- 
collection of it; poſtpones the Committee to this day, that he might 
refer, as he fad, a fimilar motion relative to Earl St. Vincent; 
and, with ſomewhat more than his uſual circuitous ambiguity of 
expreſſion, uttered a few words reſpecting ** ſome recent commu- 
nieations that rendered ſuch a meaſure adviſcable.” 

What recent communications? What more was to be known 
relative to the noble Earl that was not equally well known to His 
"Majeſty's Minifters a twelvemonth ago * But it was couched in 
ambiguous and dark terms, as if there was lurking under the ex- 
preſſion" ſome dirty and baſe infinuation that Lord St. Vincent, or 
His. friends, were applying to Minifters for this pecuniary aſſiſtance. 
It had long been thought politic to obſcure the ſplendor of Lord 
St. Vincent's name—a mift was to be ſpread round it, and no 
matter from what country it came. No man was more diſpoſed 
than himſelf to honour the gallant exploit of Lord Viſcount Dun- 
can; | but if it equalled that of the noble Earl, ſtill he contended 
that the rewatds' were unequal by the very propoſitions before the 
Committee: The Chancellor of the Exchequer and the noble 
Viſcount's own relation (Mir. Dundas) muſt both be lawyers enough 
to adtiit the inequality. The titles and pecuniary recompences 
were, indeed; given to both the noble perſons, and upon the face of 
the ral meſfage the value appeared the ſame - but it was not ſo 
Lord Dupcan had children; Lord St. Vincent had not — there was 
a ſtudied ſimilarity in the chrafing of both meſſages, but they did 
not meet the ear and the underſtanding alike. 

But let the Committee confider the ſerious e of all this 
ren eonduct on the part of Miniſters, how far ſuch mean 
and ſhabby party- work may injure and offend the favourite ſervice 
of the country. What will gallant officers ſay when they put the 
natural eorſtruction on a proceeding like the preſent? It tends to 


ſow'diflenſion and produce miſchief in the Navy, and excite, from 


rem imjuſtice, a ſpirit of diſtruſt, jealouſy, and diſcontent. 
Such was the munner in which the whole buſineſs had been con- 
p auge erf the Committee next reflect on the period which has 
been chioſem for making the application to the Public—a period of 
more pecuniary-diftreſs than this countyy ever knew period of 
national poverty,” when the Miniſter of Finance and his friends 
al moſt confeſſtd that they maſt abandon the funding ſyſtemvhen 


iheynx ere tranpi ng out a begging box at the corner of every ſtroet, 
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and were ſcraping up and buddling together guineas and halfpence 
from the hands of the menial ſervants and petty clerks in office, to 
ſupport their war, and themſelves in the continuance. of office. 
He knew that ſome gentlemen. would care nothing for truths like 
theſe, and were even gratified in hearing them, as it teſtified, that, 
in ſpite. of detection and expoſure, they ſtill were enabled to hold 
their places. But if he knew the noble Earl, whoſe intereſts and 
honour he now called the attention of the Committee to, he was 
well ſatisfied he would adopt no means of application to Miniſters 
for a pecuniary recompence at any moment when he felt the general 
diſtreſs of the people; no, not if every right honourable gentleman 


on the oppoſite bench were a relation, and not one of them had 


cauſed or contributed to the public diſtreſs and national preſſure of 
the moment. A Peerage had been conferred, and God grant that 
all future Peerages might be as well deſerved. No man felt higher 
eſtimation of the true dignity of the Peerage than he did :- it was 
the fair reward of heroiſm, and of thoſe who had deſerved well of 
their country, and ſhould in no inſtance be depreciated or proſtituted 
as mere favour to miniſterial ſycophants or borough- jobbers in the 
Houſe, of Commons. Perhaps the right honourable gentleman 
had fo depreciated it, as his own opinion now ſeemed to be, that it 
was a rank that muſt be rendered valuable by the annexation * A 
ame recompence. _ / 
Upon the grounds, therefore, that this matter WAS . 
ward in a cold and ungracious, and even inſulting, manner, at an 
improper period, and with an obvious deſign of caſting; a ſlur on 
the noble and gallant Commander in queſtion, he muſt ꝓronounce, 
that it reflected eternal diſgrace on the King's Miniſters. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he ought, perhaps, to apologize to 

the Committee for taking notice of the ſpeceh- of the learned gen- 
tleman who had juſt ſpoken. What cauſe did the learned gentleman 
plead? If he was pleading the cauſe of Earl St. Vincent he was 
pleading without fee or retaĩner; and although from his great talents 
no doubt his fees were numerous, yet his exertions neither this night 
nor at any other time were likely to bring any thing into that beg 
ging · box which he had ſo much deſpiſed, but which others regarded 
as a box into which the friends of their country depoſited part of 
their wealth to ſhew their patriotiſm. As to what the learned gen- 


tleman had inſinuated concerning the rapidity with which Lord 


Duncan was rewarded in conſequence of his conneGions, he begged 
leave to ſay, that with reſpect to that which, was hw ahaut to he 
ſubmitted -to, the Committee, it did not come until four months 
after) the brilliant victory * ee che cauſe LL It true indeed 
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that he could have wiſhed to bring it forward ſooner, but public by. 
fineſs prevented him from doing ſo. . With reſpe& to Earl St. Vin- 
cent, the circumſtance to which he alluded on a former day, and the 
manner of hinting at which gave ſo much offence to the learned gen- 
tleman, he could only ſay, that thoſe very circumſtances {which he 
would ftate preſently) did not come to his knowledge until within 
four and twenty hours of his communication of them to that Houſe. 
What was the nature of this pecuniary recomperice ? Was it in- 
tended to add any thing to the title of the Earl? Nothing like it; 
but it was to enable that noble Earl to ſupport the dignity of the 
high rank to which His Majeſty had juſtly and wiſely raiſed him. 
As to the idea of the learned gentleman upon the begging- box, 


he knew it was, according to the wiſhes of that learned gentleman, 


a fitter title than any other. But the learned gentleman told the 
Committee another thing, that Peerages ſhould not be depreciated. 
Nothing ſhould be wanting to add grace to a Peerage. He agreed 
in that propofition. He was of opinion that Peerages ſhould not 
be granted in general, unleſs there was confiderable property to 
ſupport their dignity. But when for the moſt ſplendid exertions 
men were brought into that rank, if they had not ſufficient property 
of their own, they ought to be enabled to do fo by the gratitude of 
the public in whoſe fervices they had fo ſucceſsfully toiled, and for 
whoſe benefit they acquired their glory. The rank was given to 


them by the gratitude of their Sovereign and their country, and the 


pecuniary recompence was given to ſupport that rank when their 
own circumſtances were inadequate. With regard to Lord Dun- 
can, he knew the caſe to be ſo. With regard to that of the Eat! 
St. Vincent, he did not know until within a few hours of his ſtating 
the matter to that Houſe. 

The learned gentleman had affected, he be ſay affected, a re- 
gard for the ſervice of the navy, for the purpoſe of traducing the 
conduct of Miniſters, which was the conſtant praQice of that learned 


gentleman and thoſe whom he called his friends; this is the way 


in which they conduct themſelves againſt thoſe who they call their 
enemies, and he affected to ſee a jealouſy, a diſcontent ariſing out 
of this meaſure, and an inſult to Lord St. Vineent, which however 
was viſible to no human being but to the learned gentleman who 
- pleaded the cauſe of the noble Earl. The truth of the matter was, 
that information came to His Majeſty's: Miniſters: that Earl St. 
Vincent's circumſtances were not fully adequate to the high rank 
into which. he had been ſo juſtly called, and the moment they knew 
it they communicated it to the Houſe: Here he entered into the 
biſtory ot the datcs of the Barony and Earldom of the noble Admi - 
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ral, to ſhew that there had been no delay in either. The reaſon 


why an application for the pecuniary eren did not come 


ſooner, he had already ſtated. 

What were the next points infſted upon by the learned gentle. 
man? That this makes an invidious compariſon between the 
two noble Admirals, and that the noble Earl ought to reject the 
meaſure now before the Committee. This was the way the learned 
gentleman. ſupported the cauſe of his friend, and the way he gave 
ſatisfafiion to the navy and aided the cauſe of his country. The 
learned gentleman talked of the merits of Lord Duncan. He did 
not exaggerate them, he could not exaggerate them if his talents 
were greater than they are. He complained of invidious compari- 
ſons ; if any had been made, they were made by himſelf, and him- 
ſelf only. Nothing would provoke him, nor, he believed, provoke 
the Committee, or the public, to make any invidious compariſons be- 
tween, theſe two gallant officers. The period in which they ated 
was the brighteſt in our hiſtory, and they were unrivalled in their 
glory at the period of each achievement. 

The idea that a right honourable friend of his (Mr. Dundas) had 


ſaid, that Lord St. Vincent's conduct was unparalleled, could not 


be conſtrued to mean that it ſhould never be afterwards' acknow- 
ledged that any other perſon had equal merit; indeed the learned 
gentleman need not have laboured that point ſo much; and he be- 
lieved that the learned gentleman would have neither the concur- 

' rence, of the Committee, applauſe from the public, nor thanks 
from Earl St. Vincent, for many parts of his ſpeech this night; nor 
would the learned gentloman be able to raiſe a jealouſy between the 
two noble Admirals, for they were animated with emulation without 
rivalſhip, and felt equality without envy; and all who were the 
ſincere friends of both, and of their country, would diſapprove of the 
ſpeech delivered by the learned gentleman this day, ſo that the 
learned gentleman would not have any reaſon to be proud of the 
inereaſe of his fame from his labours to- night. 

As to the diſtreſs of the country, he could only ſay that ir 
felt we were in a ſituation which called for great and extraordinary 
exertions. He truſted the ſpirit which had been ſet on foot would 
become general; but he was well aware that neither the learned gen- a 
tleman nor any of thoſe whom he generally called his friends would 
out of their: purſes, or by their exertions, contribute a mite to the 
begging-box which he had fo pleaſantly deſeribed. He had now 
only to add, that as this honour was beſtowed ſo wiſely on the —_ 
Earl, there was not one man in this country (except the voluntary 
1 of the noble Aan) whoſe poverty of ſpirit was ſuch as 
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| not to wiſh that his rank may be duly ſupported by that public, for 
whoſe inteteſt bis glory was accjüfre e. 
Mr. NICHOLLS faid,” that the Chancellor Vr te Eicher 
ad reduced the finances of the cbuntry to ſuch a ſtare, that it was 
2 matter of doubt with him whether it was expedient to make any 
pratifications, even where they were moſt merited; but 
gratificatioris were to be made to the two noble Loh, 
as their merits were ſtated to be equal, he thought their rewards 
"ought to be equal. But the rewards given to the two noble Lords 
by the propoſed reſolution would not be equal. Lord Duncan had 
three ſons ; Earl St. Vincent had no children, and was at that 
period of life that it was not probable he would have children; he 
might, however, have other relations whom it might he his with 
and his'duty to provide for, and if the Houſe determined to confer 
' pecuniary rewards, thoſe rewards ought to be equal, not merely in 


words and found, but in ſubſtance. The preſent" reſolution was 


in fact only a grant of an annuity for life to Earl St. Vincent, white 


it was à grant for three ſueceſſive generations to Lord Viſcount. 


Dunean; he therefore propoſed the —_— en der wo 
' Tow the words of limitation in the grant: 
13 And, if the faid John Earl St. Vineent ſhould we no bete 
cc male of his body living at the time of his deceaſe, then the faid 
e gnnuity of two thouſand pounds a year to go and remain to the 
'©®: executors; adminiſtrators, and aſſigns of the ſaid Ihn Earl St. 


t; Vincent for the term of thirty-one years, to be ee b | 


<« the death of the faid John Earl St. Vincent.“ 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he hardly knew whether be YEP 
8 — 6p the proceedings of the Committee any longer. The 
learned gentleman who moved the amendment began by ſtating that 
Ir was improper to give away any money, and eoneluded with a pro- 
pyfition to make the grant of money larger than it was deſired. 
This was money to be granted to ſupports title, and yet tho amend- 
ment of the honourable gentleman tended to prolong the n 

of the money after the title may have beconielenntieg:s 14 159 

Mr. NiCHOLLS poke in explanation 
Sir F. BARING agreed with Mr. Jekyu, that there ad bern 


too mueli delay in bringing forward this pecuniary oompenſation to 
ul St. Vincent, but agreed to the meaſure now before the Com- 


mittee for both the gallant officers, and thought there was no dif. 


tiiction as to their merits their zchievements wert cqually ſervice- 


able to their country, and equally glorious. He thoùght t wiſe = 


Alo a ſum of 2, oool. a year to each of theſe illuſtrious officers; to 
Appott their rang e e e be, 
Algin- O 14 
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Mr. | Secretary DUNDAS anſwered the infinuation that had been 


thrown qut, that Lord Duncan was promoted becauſe. he was a re- 
lation of his. He certainly was that relation, but he challenged 
any man to eee that he was on that account promoted or ho- 


noured. Lord Duncan had married, he ſaid, a near and dear re- 
lation of his, but he was recommended to the Crown by bis own 


conduct, and by that alone. He had known him almaſt as long 


as he had known any body, and he would venture to ſay that a 


more worthy man did not exiſt. This victory was not the only 


ſervice he had rendered his country; he had been long known and 
revered in the ſervice; he was beloved by every body, and yet 
until he went into the. North Seas he never had the command of 
more than one ſhip. He applied to Mr. Dundas after the victory 
was obtained over the Dutch fleet, deſiring he would do every 


thing in his power to diſſuade His Majeſty from calling him into 


a rank to which his fortune was not adequate, for that he had five 
daughters and three ſons, and he did not wiſh to gratify his vanity 
at the expence of his family. But His Majeſty, of his on mere 
motion, had determined to grant to him a Peerage; and as that 
was the caſe, it became neceſſary to grant him this pecuniary recom- 
;pence to ſupport the title. Mr. Dundas then confirmed the ſtate- 
ment of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, relative to the cixcum- 
ſtances of Earl St. Vincent not coming to their knowledge until 
within twenty-four hours of its being laid before Wen ſo that 
there was no delay in that reſpet. 

Mr. PLUMER approved highly of the preſent 08 0 both the 
Admirals, and thought that the public money could not at any time 
be better employed than by giving a reaſonable part of it. to perſons 
of ſuch extraordinary merit. He wiſhed, however, that, ſomething 
of the ſame kind ſhould be granted to Vice Admiral Onſlow, who 
deſerved it as much as any man, for he had been forty yew in tho 
ſervice, and always behaved bravely. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT bore the moſt ample . of the 
merit of Admiral Onflow, but, obſerved, that if any thing was done 
to thoſe who were ſecond in command, the uſual rule in theſe caſes 
would be broken, and the number of perſons, who would have equal 
elaims would be ane ie would be next to alben pro- 
vide ſor them all. | N im 

Mr. pPLUMRR was Ade butoblamed) chat if neſs had 
not prevented him, he would have attended the Houſe on u foriner 


day, and expreſſed hicmſelf to che fame; effect as he had done m.. 


and the anſwer would have prevented the Committee from eating 
kim to-night, 


Vor. V. 
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Sir W-DOEBEN ſaid, that the Houſe could; not go to the ex- 
tent which lie believed His Majeſty wiſhed; and (which he balieved 
was the wiſh of the people. He wiſhed to grant to theſe officers a 
laſting marc of public gratitude, but in the courſe of affairs the 
tires lioes migtit ſoon paſs away, and then there might be a young 
Peer who: had not enough to ſupport his title. He would, there- 
fore, ſuggeſt that inſtead of 2,0 0l. a year tor three lives, jt ſnould 
be g, Ooool. a vear for a given number of years. That only 1, o0 0b, 
a year ſhould be paid to the holder of tac title, and the reſt to aceu- 
mulate at compound intereſt until it came to a ſum ſuflicient of itſelt 
to ſupport the titie. He thought this would be a good plan: i to be 
applied to all nobility out of their own eſtates. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT did ——_ rove of this plan in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, for which he aſſigned forme reaſonss. 

The queſtion upon the amendment being put, was 1 
and the original motion was * and carried, as was . tat re- 
lative't# Lord Duncan. | | 

The Houſe being ame, 3 repore v was entered to a. receive 
to-morrow: © 
oft The MAST ER OF THE ROLLS man that the reverend 
Oharles Moſs; Reſidentiary Prebend of St. Paul's, be requeſied to 
preach / before the Houſe at St. Magaret s Church on the 5th of 
March next, the day ee 1 The e 0 for faſt, ad hu- 
e hd 2119 5 N bavid.g vio 
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= The 880 wy of the Committee on His Majeftv's ws wenge 
ela tive to the Fart St. Vincent and Viſcount Duncan, . 28 fe- 


75 the reſo ations read, and agreed to nem. cen“; and Mr, 


ke or Pitt, Mr. Secretary Dundas, and Mr. Roſe, vete = 


[pointed tc to bring it in bills founded thereon.” Get! chi ne 
_ On the order of the day bf the third reading of the Supptemen. 
LR, 915 bill bei moved 3 | | ” 

OHN *SINCLAIR objedded to particular phtaſes in the 
rr of the bill. The Pit began With ſtating, “ Whiras 
« /t is expedient t to call” out a certain portion of the Mittin," &e. 
. while in former bills the terms always ufed wete „W Reteas it may 

65 be ex edicnt, „Kc. This wight appeat a tritling d Merciice, but 
"it led Him to alk, what authority there was for 35 poſitively that 
W 2 expedient to call out à certain portion? 1 ls MY; really 
exiſted, it would, he thought, be expedient to call out the whole: 
for if it was true that the enemy are * great preparations, ade- 
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quate exertions ought to be made to reſiſt them. He would there- 
fore move, that the preamble of the bill do 5 wan At _— 

* That whereas it ay be expedient.” | 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS- obferved, that che PR 20 only 
| gave a power to call out a particular part, whilſt, by this bill, His 
| Majeſty would 'be'empowered to call out ſuch a portion as might be 
| | neceffary. He did not, however, mean to oppoſe: the amendment 
of the honourable en ad in CR of n it n * deemed 


; neceſſary. 
˖ Mr. SPEAKER bes tant; that no motion 3 Fs 8 
0 until the queſtion before the Houſe was: diſpoſed of. 


The bill being read a third time, Mr. Secretary DUNDAS pro- 
- roſed certain elauſes, which were agreed to. | 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR then moved his amendment, which 


„ was adopted, and the bill was paſſed. 
* General WALPOLE roſe to aſk, whether the right bontertbls 
L Secretary (Dundas) was yet able to give any nnn 1 
= done for tlie relief of the Maroons ? 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS replied, that the beſt r means to cbt 
1 information on this ſubject would be by a motion for extracts of the 
0 correſpondenee between the Governor of Jamaica and tije Secretary 
of of State for the home department. And if the honourable Member 
y- would permit him, he would move. accordingly: Mr. Dundas 


4 here moved for extracts of the correſpondence between Sir John 
Wentworth and the Duke of Portland, in the months of May, 
June, July, and Auguſt, 1797, which-were ordered. 


5 General WALPOLE ſaid, that as he had not heard a certain 
6. paper moved for, (a petition from the Maroons to Government in 
fr. Auguſt, 1797, ) he ſhould beg leave to read part of a letter he had 
ap- | received, whigh « contained the heads of it. The General here read 
a a paper, which ſtated that the Maroons were ready to yield them- 
BY ſelves. ſacrifices ro the laws, if they had offended them; ; and. were 
defirous that ſuch of them as were taken with. arms in their hands 

the might be ſhot, if their wives and children ſhould, be 4 to re- 
eras moye to A climate where they could live. - | 
&e. Mr. Secretary DUN DAs faid, that the paper alluded to by the 
may Honourable Member was among thoſe he had moved = 

but g The. order of the day for taking into conſideration the reports of 
that 1 the Commi tes of # inance,, which, ſtood for Monday, was, on the 
rally l es agel Ir, Chaneeller, Pitt, p BY' off to Wein, FP 4 5 
ole: Nod oi 300 1189 0) 1310 2445 90 ug! 001 59) ,DU0W i iz 
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Dies, Febraary 16. 


Ms ROSE. moved for leave to bring i in a bill to exempt watch- / 
E made of gold and filver, from the duty impoſed by à former 
act on thoſe metals. A 

Mr, BRAGGE moved, that the order of the day for taking 
into conſideration the ſeveral petitions for and againſt the decifion of 
the Committee appointed to examine the petitions complaining of an 
undue election for Tewkeſbury, might be diſcharged ;. and he then 
moved, That thoſe petitions preſented againſt the ſame be taken 
into "a on the ,3d of May, the others on the 19th of 
Apri 

1. ROSE preſented the bills, granting the Earl of St. Wat 
and Viſcount Duncan their reſpective annuities, which were read a 
firſt time, and ordered to be read a ſecond time on Monday. 

"Mr, HOBH OUSE moved for an account of the value of Britiſh 
merchandize exported and. imported from the 5th of January, 
1796, to the 5th of July, 1797, and up to the 5th of January, 
1798; and alſo of the extraordinary expences of the army, from 
the 25th of December, 1796, to the 25th of December, 1797, 
together with the expences not provided by Parliament ; and an 
account ff navy, victualling, and tranſport bills, for the ſame 
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| Monday, February 19. 
The Duke of BEDFORD ſaid, that immediately before the 


late receſs he had given notice of his intention to make a motion 
for an addreſs to His Majeſty, praying him to remove his preſent 
Miniſters; but their Lordſhips did not conſider that motion fo 
preſſing as to induce them to poſtpone the intended adjournment. 
He now roſe to giye notice of his intention to bring forward that 
motion. For his own part, in the diſpoſition which ſeemed at pre- 
ſent to prevail with their Lordſhips, he did not perceive ſuch proba- 
bility of of ſugcels, as would have induced him again, Ls duble them 
ich f it, had he followed only his own judgement, 7 veral of his 
e however, differed from him as to the expedic ency of | brin nging 


81031 


it "WOT ; and it was in conſequence of their defire th that he now 


wiſhed their Lordſhips whe ſon one to take it t int o conlidera 
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Wich reſpect to the day to be appointed for the pepe he had 
been informed by ſome with whom he had conſulted, that it would 
not be convenient for them to attend for ſome time. He therefore 
ſhould propoſe this day three weeks. If any other day, however, 8 
was deemed more convenient by their Lordſhips, he was ready to 
attend upon any other day, and ſtate the reaſons which Induced him . 
to make the motion. 

Lord GRENVILLE aid, it was not for him to decide wha 
day the noble Duke ſhould fix upon to make the motion of which 
he had given notice. He was glad to find, however, from the 
diſtant day which had been propoſed, that even the noble Duke 
himſelf did not conſider it of ſo preſſing a nature as would have 
rendered it at all neceſſary for the Houſe to put off their adjourn- 
ment, the laſt time it had been announced. The Houſe had been 
then fitting fix weeks upon preſſing buſineſs, and the noble Duke 
had not thought proper to attend the Houſe, to bring forward that 
motion which he conſidered fo preſſing, but which he now thought 
might be put off without danger to the country. When the motion 
ſhould be ſubmitted to the Houſe, he was ready to ſtate the morives, _ 
and the only ones, which could induce His Majeſty's Minifters, in 
the preſent momentous eriſis, to retain the ſituations which they 
held, and to ſtate the reaſons which ſhould induce the Houſe, as. : 
far as they could, to exclude from the adminiſtration of public 
affairs men who profeſſed principles, and avowed ſentiments, which, 
if armed with power, could not fail to prove the ruin of the Con- 
ſtitution and proſperity to this Country. 


The Houſe was then ordered to be ſummoned for this day 
three weeks. 


© yousr oF commons. t. 


Monday, February 19. ne gti 
The bills for ſettling and ſeeuring a certain annuity 9 n 15 Fat 


orf 
of St. Vincent and on Viſcount Duncan were read a ſecond time 


ind ordered to be committed to-morrow. ON OO oy gi 
Mir. SPEAKER” acquainted the Houſe, that the "Lords ha Ac 
Paſſed the 5 Ee -militia bill; that they had im | ade ſev veral 


| lil 
5 it, to which the) defired the cont urrence of thi ly. 
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Houſe, and the amendments nde b cir mann, ae Wwe 
put and agreed to. 0 
Nr ROSE moved that dbe Heute do refolve HO into Com- 
mittec/ to confider of the propriety of repealing two acts impoſing a 
certain duty on gold and ſilver plate manufactured into watch- caſes, 
and thought it: proper to obſeroe; that the bill he meant to bring in 
bad no connectien with the petitions before the Houſe for the repeal 
of the duty on elocks and watches. But as the tax produeed but a 
trifling ſum, and was ſtated to be injurious to the gy the repeal of 
0 he expected, would prove beneficial to t. 
Me. WILBERFORCE BIRD would make no objeAion to 
thaxpothjony as it ſeemed to be a voluntary contribution th aid of the 
trade; but had it interfered with the petitions before the Houſe for 
the repeal of the duty on watches and clocks, he Oy > would 
have oppoſed it. | 
After a few words from Mr. ROSE, it was then * . in the 
Committee, that the duty on gold and ſilver plate 8 — 
into nr do ccaſe and determine. | r 
. 1 e February denn Nt, . 
The Houſe i in a Committee on the Scotch Gamer age, t 
Mr. ROSE moved, that it be the opinion of this Esche, 
that Icave-be given to bring in a bill to cominue the preſent duties on ! 
Sootch diſtitteties. He fignified that he ſhould confine himſelf r 
merely to the motion in the ſhape given; at the fame time, 'as 0 
ſerrral papert and petitions were now before a Select Committee, o 
appointed for the purpoſe of conſidering this matter, the” reſult of t 
their inveſtigation ſhould be the ground of any bill ebend e to be f 
boat in, coneerning' the Scotch diſtilleties. 8 
Mt. MDOUALL ſtated, that the bebte wen of Svodlabd BY It 
frond very much with the honourable gemleman (Mt. Roſe) relative f 
to che effect of the Scotch diſtillery acts. In the month of De- b 
- 
f 


cember, no leſs than 19,000 gallons” paſſed the Exciſe books; 
whereas at-preſerit,” there apprars in the ſame books not more than 


5060 gallons: paſſed fince that period; it was not ten days ſince te 
he: dbtaineil this information from the Board of Exciſe in Scotland. . 5 
Aridihe farther fignified, it was the uneertainty of the . o 
ſuing and to be nee concetning the Scotch iſtiNeties, that . 
caufed this deficiency. Od trnoamort ech 3s DN. nimm ; | | le 

(Merl! ROSE replied, PTY inveſtigativri' aboüt to ne WE Mm 
and tb hictv he firſt alluded, /wolld not be delsyel longer that te, Pr 


nairew f the following d it hd the” report” bi6ught%up en the" BY 5 


ubjee, ſhould, be the rule for determining the Houſr t 
clauſes ſhould be introduced in the new bill. 


Ms: WILBRAHAM. BOOTLR moved, that: the Cammbittee 


9 
for, tak ing into conſideration the ay be polenta N 1 
to this day-forinight, 1100 , | li 
| Mr. CHARLES. DUNDAS: bad, that: 28 "nah: 3 1 
| wanld neceſſarily be attending their, duty at the: 1 8 — 80 nt 
| hoped it, would be deferred to a more diſtant day. 9 5 1 | 
{ © Mr, TIERNEY obſerved, that a learned, friend of his find Bk 
lated clauſes to introduce; but, till he judged it prudent only te 1 
ſubmit-theſe clauſes, to baue them prirted, and ſubmitted 10/the 1 
e confideration of gentlemen, previous to the bill being brouglit n. $0 
- | After a ſhort. converſation, it was ſettled, that the Committee 13/9 
4 ould meet for the purpoſe merely of receiving theſe clauſes"this 
| *. i 2 2 
d eesti . alan, Di. 22. 007-5 TOUT. 


The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to take into conſideration the report of the Select Committee 
appointed in the laſt ſeſſion of Parliament to examine into and ſtate 
the total amount af the public debt, c. * 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, that the paper wecſta@od by the 


e, 

FAY Lords Commiſſioners, of the Treaſury be referred to the aid :Com- 

elk mittee which Was agreed to. He then obſerved, that the report 

wy of the Selc&, Committce formed. the ground- work. of- ſeveral im- +W 

86 portant motions. which he intended then to ſubmit ta the conſidera»: Fi 

of tion of the Committee. The matter contained in that report, and 1 

bt the information with which jt abounded, had been of great utility in ? Yi 
5 giving, riſe to meaſures of abolition; retrenchment, and regulation, 1 

nf in the yaziops branches of the [public ſeryice, | and in the! different 1 

c financial offices f the cquntry. - The ſubſtanee and ſpirit of it hd 

Je- been; minutely attended to, and carefully followed-up by the Com- We 

ks; miſioners of His Majeſty's I reatury : and he was enabled ta ſtate, il g 

Ban for the fatisfaction of the Committee, that the regulations prepoſed- } 1 

* ta be adopts. would be productive of the moſt ſalutapy effects t0 the iN 

<0 colleQiory of the revenue, in point of beneficial ſaving and-neceffary' wb 

pore Ciſpatch,, Many important documents had been prepared, andife- | 

RAY "eral printed papers, relative to the ſubjects. inveſtigated: by the Se»! 

) #2 lect Committee, were at that moment before the Houſe 5+ while: 

He! many others gf,no.deſs. moment ver preparing, and would b ſharfly | 

51 preſented. ke ſhauld: therafore, think it neceſſaty to ooniffue di- 

he Abe deere Ke hefpra.ithe blow or Ne wont: 


s 
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e bee iti the fourth" repoit '6f the Sele Edit 
which related to the ſtate of the general fiance öf "the count 
Whew the general finance was mentioned, the caftoms unqueſtion- 
ably offered themſelves to confideration® in à * principal pont of 
view); and with reſpect to that head, the ſuggeſtions afforded . by'the 
Sitte were two in number“ The chief was clearly, a con- 
fitrmnation of the meaſures already carried on by the Executive Go- 
vernment, and related to the extinction of uſeleſs offices. That 
ſyſtem,'ſs juſt and beneficial—juft in its principle, and beneficial in 
its operation had been conſtantiy adhered to, and a greater reduc- 
ton could not take place than that which was already effected or 
propoſed to be carried into execution. But with a view of confirm. 
ing the report, and giving vigour to the meaſures of the Executive 
Government,” he ſhould move, That the Chairman be directed 
to move for leave to bring in a bill to aboliſh certain offices, and to 
regulate certain other offices, and to apply the fees arifing rellen 
towards the ſuperannuated fund.” The abolition of fees in the 
cuſtoms formed, in his mind, a very great and moſt defirable object; 
yet; however advantageous it might appear on the firſt view, it was 
extremely doubtful whether a ſubſtitution would be found, proper 
and agtecable to the merchants. He had not minutely confidered 
that" ſabje,” and was not therefore ſufficiently farisfied_ to propoſe | 
any thing with teſpect to altering the eſtabliſhed mode, not meaning 
at Go" ſame time to have it underſtood that he relinquiſhed it en- 
The other ſuggeſtion was highly important, and related to 
the Taten K it did in fact to every other department of the pub- 
lie rute“ He alluded to the number of holidays, which but too 
often prevented the neceſfary diſpatch of buſineſs, and threw the 
public! fervice in arrear. He ſhould therefore move, © That the Chair- 
mai be directed to move the Houſe, for leade to bring in a bill for 
the'purpoſe'of reducing the number of holidays kept in the Public 
offices, and enforeing the perfonal attendance of perſons holding 
offices in the public ſerv ſervice.” ” Tt would be idle in him | to expa- 
tigte on the vaſt vtility ariſing to the country from the proper con- 
ſolibatiom of Boards appointed to ſuperintend and manage 777 
Vrariches' of the revenue; and is it clearly a peared th t the m: 
r2gement'« of the ſalt revenue could be K ee io 
the ſuperintendance of another Board, he ſhould, in a fimilar man- 
ftr With his other motions, move for eve to pri in Ru, 1. 
taanisfer the | ng of the falt duties to the Si miffion 
Exeiſe. Heatfo begged to direct the attentibn of Com 
A eee An Ti which the effect of Gnftiis e 
ture nien he had A vould be —y, 15 


J eien: 


4 


public revegue. .. That inſtance. reſpeRed the ham ters and podlars, 
but he was not prepared then to bring it forward. He merely de- 
ferred, on the queſtion of policy, any motion on that head, br 
wiſhed to have it underſtood that he did not relinquiſhi ĩt, as he in- 
tended to transfer: them' to another Board. Diſpatch. in collecting 
the land- tax in Scotland had been long conſidered an object highly 
important to effec : and it was unneceſſary for him to remark, that 
che collection of che aſſeſſed taxes roſted upon the fame ground. 
He ſhould therefore move, That the Chairman be directed to 
move the Houſe for leave to bring in a bill to provide for the more 
ſpeedy collection and remittance of the land tax and the — 
taxes in Scotland. 
Sir JOHN SINCLAIR wiſked to know from the. right: — 
NN gentleman, whether the Select Committee . 
1 3 
Mr. Chancellor PITT reptied, that as the Sula og Baronet 
bad not objeQed to any of the motions, if he had alſo-ſuffered he. 
buſineſs to proceed in a regular manner, he would have found chat 
it was his deſigu to have next moved for the revival of the. Selett 
Committee. He ſhould therefore make that motion, and wiſhed. to. 
add, that of many points which would come under diſcuſſion, few. 
of them were ſuch as required parliamentary tęgula · ion. He had 
obſerved, that a great number of them had been carried 
into effe, and that many were under preſent conſidetation, but 
had not deen yet reduced to any preciſe plan. When they , 
de all ſubmitted to the diſcuſſion of the Hauſe, he would be ex-, 
tremely thaukful to any: gentleman that ſhould come forward, with 
any ſuggeſtion which might have eſcaped either the attention of the 
Select Committee, or of thoſe who had inveſtigated the various ſub- 
je which the report embraced. / Bot he ſhould. ſincerely hope, 
that an opportunity would be given to that Committee to ſtate how, 
far the meaſures which they had recommended had been carried 
"Ingo execution. * Sueh a mode bf proceeding wan in his apinion,, 
the beſt and the molt ſatisfactory on which the Houſę could. he, 
enabled to Judge of the nature and | of the buſineſs.:; He 
"thoutd Alle deg leave | to move, That the: Chairman be directed to 
25 the Ro E: Ws hee e Gee, of FOR Hows, 
k e b 
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iis Om che iguettion being put, for reviving, the Select Committee 

- appointed-Jaſt ſeſſion to examine; and Kate the. total amount of the 
public dabt, &. 55 Jun © de, 1ayen e Sn 4; 

deb M. ILBERFORCE obſerved, that the truſt repoſed. i in TM 
-Mcmbets of the Committee, was; of a. moſt important nature ; and 
me perſans had feceded fram, their duties in that Houſe, he 
neoriceived- ie ipproper; that any perſon ſhould be continued a Mem- 
ber of it who did not attend his parliamentary duty, apd was conſe- 
»quently: incapable; of acquitting himſclf. of the taſk, impoſed upen 
im by becoming one of the Select Committee. This obſervation 
aus felt e upon him to bra out for the oonſideration of 
:gentlemen; - 
is Mt, eee PITT. aid, chat ic; A ſufficient number of 

Members did nat attend the Select Committee, i it, would be compe- 
tent ſor the Houſe to appoint others. But to adopt that mode of 
proceeding inowy:;. would be premature. It was, utterly impoſſible 
r 20y; 90; ;copfftercly. with his duty as a-repreſentative of the 
:{jiebple, w uke 2. declaration of his intention to ſeeede from that 
Honſen But if the obſervation applied to any particular. perſon. in 
de Cotmibaittee, he could ſay that no declaration. of ſeceſſion, had 
tbhena made im the; Houſe by that perſon, nor had it been made any 
ebene ſep as he was: led to underſtand. There were ſome gentle- 

men in the Committee, whoſe military avocations might prevent 
omhein Rtendance, but. i would: be always competent ſor che ouſ to 
toappantiothers,: | DHH bed it  ngametinen vids 
bloowBbeauaBion tos reviving the Sele Committee of Finance, a 
a52hedragreed te, with Mr. ee ee voice. 
bad The Houſe went into a Committee of Supply. Mr. Ebi 
av deheirb UO 10 fliti sch 168d of Ke i! 1 4830 
Sunne Changellor FIILI began. with obſerv ings, that, he had 

10 daysrage-given notice. of his intention to move. for & farther aid u 
Pin Mejeſty tam arde ſupplying, the current expe 
Mie had, then; ſüggeſted, thar both. 4 loan and en iſſus of Exchequer 


_ «dis: might be deemed neceſſary for this Purpaſg: but he E 
damen: conſine himſelf 70 the, iſſue af. wer bills. 

. 1: Ohe he ſhould oniy. propoſe the ſaws, ſ 2 mak | 
ad ſeſiongi:;/Dbis/ was three millions. With reſpegt to, he 


2[had 19-xemark, that, it appeared to him therg were 570 circym- | 
aſcertain the beſt mage. af n 
« rohavlys thesefgre, not think — 1 ofipone. 
de meln ane . Au 2 5 
33 — 62 | + Y .49 


baſtapemen the preſent Kate, of the country, which, LEO 55 
Fe 1 
0: Tame ecke, perigaded. as he was, 


— 


— 


Nude a manifeſted itſelf in the eagerneſs waty which al 


dals of meh came forward to provide for its ſecurſtyr by contrihu- ; 


ting t its defence. There never. was a period when more -weal 
characterized A people in the purſuit of a great . Every day 
"abounded in rene wel demonſtrations be an attachment of the peb- 
"ple. to the Conflitütion and the form of their Government. Every 
day ten contribute li "liberally to lighter! the public; burdeti and put 
dhe pation in a condition to defend herſelf.” It was his wiſh-tocaf- 
ford the people an opportunity « of contributing ſtill farther; and he 
vas ſure they would do ſo. And when he was in poſſeſſion of the 
full knowledge of the ſums ſubſcribed, he ſhould be able to judge 
accurately how far it would be neceſſary to change his ſcheme pf 
finance, and to what extent the fupplics of the year would be af- 
feed by their amount. Theſe alſo would be fit topics- for che don- 
fideration of the Committee of Ways and Means. From all theſe 
Views « of the ſubject, therefore, he had no doubt but gentiemen 
Would concur with him in opinion, chat ĩt is atleaſt prudent tu delay 
dhe Joan. For the convenience of individuals, Erchequer bills 


een 


may be iffued at ſhort periods, in ſmall portions, and payments by 


inſtalments of the conſolidated fund or taxes. He concluded th 
„ moving, That it is the opinion of this Committee, that towards 
" nifing A ſupply to His e W, W nnn 
Bong en: mm sc tit gott 
Sir JOHN SIN CLAIR found it difficult — 
Tight honourable gentleman. He had conſidered muen ehe fegt of 
<a ereir, and he thought iffuing le foch quantfeies'bf paper would 
be attended” e ick very ſeridus conſetſueets if any ciehenſtamcet 
" ſh6uld happen to boecafſon a ſcareity of money. Forrhbrly it had 
deen the eſtabliſned cuſtom, that the Miniſter would eine Jown 
0 the Houfe' 'with the ſtatement vf the ineome and enpehditure, 
„ | Fog tile to reafon concerning whit ougbt to be the bene of 
Hnance. Ir was impoſſible in auy-vther way to obtzin Ndiſtinct 
26h of ths Ate of thi finances. The amoum of che epd e 


e 10 never de n, and the revenue proc aeed By tlie taxes dm- 
Polen on Fee was as little to be aſcertainet In ebnſequence 
* W our finances dame into greater Sonfufſbn chan 


* the 120 ever beet In at any one period ſince the Reddlutiono iA he 

% ay. bf 4 few "weeks; as propoſed"byithe' right hohotrable gentle- 

YN a tif Mete enen gel berter the ſtocke y nd 
bt e thi — mee Sbje@tiotherefolitions? cin nisse 

Ka. Bande! 8 ITT ages, at teres över“ had! ibetn a 

0 füt en- 1 dirs Was; ag at preſents! indwfituaten to 

"i 80 too i abeefUbfe to n rr 2/1: artrier * 
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1 15 e ins filtirne® in this ftttetnemt o Ways 
88 ad Deen his Rdby, Arif fe Believed he hid 
Needed ih N. 18 diffmbaträfs wür öl dle Ways and Mens, bur 
ENT pee of age, froin aff techies! difeulties. Ie 
SANA, tar t had been füt to make ſuch a ſtement as that 
Added to By che Honburable Nrbret only once im the oourſe of the 
260 wy 5 it erer Kaden "that the' loan, the growing prbdure 
the <nſolidated fund, the exptnditure, the produce of the taxes 
5 i | Bhe, e\ "thing belonging to the financial operations of 
| r, Were ſtated on the ſame daß; © The freqterey of exp 
Hh foo ih the? Courſe of the ſeffion Mh bern much complained off; 
And Mt. Pitt was led from this to fuppbſe, that it was n ohſequerce 
of the 7 ſyſtem being ſo often and Fully « — that the 
|: at e Birotict did not underſtand it. . ö 
Sir FOHN SINCLAIR obferved, that he ER 
tag 394 oft the Chancellor of the Erchequet, "thin Tn 
e refolution being put and agreed ts, the Houfe was wm, 
eport ord r&b be received t6-inorrow. 9.1 09206 bb f 
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0 hon — ii 10 NA. ur. 7517 . 8285 
Mt. Seeretary DUN DAs moved for leave to eng i in 2, bill ſo 
inc further time to put. into execution an a8 paſſed in the preſent 
ſeſſion, for-enabling His, Majeſty to call aut a certain portion of the 
\Supplemontary:Militia. The object of this bill would be, 10 ex- 
end the dime from the 10th of February, as: it ſtood 1 m e a 
.aleadypriinds to the goth of March. Leave was, given. 
the bilk being aſterwards brought up, was read a firſt and ſecond time, 
emitted, and the report afterwards received. 
Mr. MANNING ſaid, he. would. withdraw, the naticg he had 
{given for te production of a liſt of the names that were entered in 
ahbe boake for receiving voluntary ſubſatiptions at he Bank i be- 
Huſeg om acebunt of cho ſpirit that prevailed. univerſaliy through, all 
parte uf · e country, he conceived:it would, be. invidious la 
RAY" compariſons. between: the exertiong of, one ſet f. people and 
another, to Rohn i to TO NL W WIE EmSY 5nd ny Frick to. tl 
#1 Nr. THOMAS. JONES (Member fox:Denbigh); xo. 
2naciqe-ob the, great danger this. cauptry "Might. cel de, de 
caſti ob Nn ha ſſem o fram the great number o F Mmigrap's 
«that were ſtill ſuſfered to gt ain in it. He, fa) W 80 | 


| by-wiconttqvertible facts iq alerting, that man; 
*Kighly — to our ö with the « 


2 
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ere of ſoms ſem individuals, who Rill. retained the 
peinciples af Old France. of ſeveral of thoſe Pa: 91M * 
were ſtill living under the prore@tian of this Government, he had 
beard stories that would make qne's hair ſtand on end. He wiſhed, 
therefore; to know, whether His Majeſty's. Miniſters bad received 
any information concerning ſuch perſons, and had in conſequence 
determined to ſend all away from the kingdom, except thoſe whom 
they would beanſwerable for themſelves. If no ſuch meaſures had 
been taken, it was his intention to bring forward a motion to that 
effect. He had canverfed with all ranks of people, both rich and 
Pot; and the general voice of the nation was with him in ſay- 
ing, that it wan ne to ſuffer theſe . to continue in the 
Guntry. | 
Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that a motion had becn made 
1 ſeffion concerning emigrants, founded on an idea that there were: 
more of them in the country than was eonſiſtent with its ſecurity. 
An inquiry being conſequently fet on foot by order of Government, 
#.was-found that the number of thoſe perſons was not near ſo great 
as had been ſuppoſed. With reſßect to what had fallen from the 
honourable gentle man, he believed it was the ſentiment of many 
people in this country, who had conceived a degree of alarm at the 
idea of the French emigrants in this country entertaining notions 
Boftile to the Government. But the honourable genfteman-midſt bo 
aware that it was a ſudject on which it was impoſſible for Miniſters 
to ödtain ort chan a general knowledge: If, however, he ks 
Kquainted: with'any facts upon which an inveſtigation eould he fer 
eon foor, if he believed that ſueh things as he ſtated" from rumohr 
did reafly exiſt; fr was his duty to communicate! them to the Exebu- 
ve Oovertititen "whoſe vigilance would be immediately exertedito 
come to à knowledge of the perſons coneerned in them. He did 
not wiſh to hold. the honourable gentleman reſponſible” for proving 
any of His Raternents ;" but let him throw out his ſuggeſtions ro NMi- 
 hiſtets; WhO woille immediately pot them in à proper traim of in- 
_ qulry'; and by emigrant who might become! an chject of ſuſpi- 
con, would be immedistely ſent out of me country under the Alien 
Ack, Ie thaft, Howbver; obſerve, that the Executive Government 
had hitherto been remarkably watchful of the conduct of foreigners, - 
1150 of ede Wait deen ordered out of the Kihtüohb. But the 
2 nout{bte peritieitiati'mitſt (petecive; that to ſend V every man 
„ne, 15 pen to be am ernigrant; would be to Gaerifies unde fſurily 
Rpt ; of huWbers who came hither! for protection 219 ' 180 
A0 foregs io rewe Hi oy . 
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Art ceæt bauch 1. 
Item! 
Ale BAKER fad, he np, to WF ſome, obſervationg 00 3 * 
je, wh which, he would follow up by moving for certain papers,, The 
common enemy! had availed themſelves of the grofleſt miſxeprefenta- 
tions in charging this country with inhamanity i in the Freatment of 
rifoners of war. He was happy to hear theſe reports contradicted 
in A "molt lelpe table quarter. The Mayor of Liyerpool had made 
it his buſineſs to inquire into the ſituation of priſoners in that place; 
-and after the cleareſt inveſtigation, it was found that the groſſeſt 
falſchoods had gone abroad concerning the manner in Which they 
had been treated. It would be highly beneficial to the country, 
and eſſential to its character, to have this matter cleared up, Which. 
he was convinced the papers he intended to move ſor would do effec- 
tually : and he entertained no doubt but that, when, the ſubje& 
- could be ſufficiently inveſtigated, it would appear that the conduct 
of Goyernment towards priſoners, during the preſent war, was hu- 
mane and liberal beyond what it had ever been in former periods, 
and that they were infinitely better treated now than in any, formex 
war. He would therefore move, . That there be laid before the 
Houſe an account of the proceedings of the Board of Agmiralty, of 
the Tranſport Board, and of the Sick and Hurt n in ma to 
Free treatment of priſoners of war. SOT 
r. ROSE faid, it was with particular Nealurd he roſe; to > ſecond 
i Hoon, which, he was. very glad the honourable, gentleman bad 
age 3 becauſe nothing would ſo much contribute to far 
; country, and all Europe, coneerning the groſs miſrepreſen- 
2 made by che e as to have. all. the documents. on the 
lub ject laid be the A "of He 1 ae wo 7700 mation, 
«That, there be laid before. the, Hoy r anraccount-of the cxpences 
+ wig Ae priſoners of war, diſtinguiſhing the. 
each year ; together with an n of the daily Os YAN! 
Jowance to each priſo ge. W *. * "ou 
we Mr Secret DUNDAS. was. ; happy to } 
ALL, | 


\ 
7 1 


mantle dene who deſerved te thapks, of Hoe 15 5 
i the ſubject forward. From what he  himlelf k ne. in the 
= which, he belonged, he could ſay, that, 4hg-aceoupts, cjrcu- 
concerryng, the treatment of French ee . 
et 0 Fe that could be s conccived, ned 17 
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Bar 15 e 1 with e jou _ 
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papers might ave been in their party princi 


have endeavoured to fix upon the people of England 7 40 
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of ee which their moſt inveterate 1 nat at- 
| tribute to them ; nor' that they would have ayailed themſelves of the 


Uberty of the Prefs as the meang of promoti he ſuch foul calumnies. 


He was, however, happy to think, that in confequence of the preſent 
motion, gentlemen would be enabled to ſee the whole. of the cot- 
reſpondence and documents, and by that means learn whether any 
greater ſeverity was uſed towards priſoners in the preſent, than in 
former wars. , And if there was any diffcrence in the treatment 
latterly towards theſe priſoners, it aroſe from the obſtinacy of the 
French Governors in refufing t to fulfil their engagements, notwith- 
ſtanding the repeated remonſttances of our Government. This 
conduct obliged Government to have recourſe to certain retrench- 
ments with regard to the French priſoners ; and it was alſo necel-. 
"fary to do ſo in jufti ice to the Engliſh priſoners of war in Fr: rance, 
and by y way of retaliation for the bad treatment they received. The 
Houſe would be able to fee, from the papers that ſhould be pro- 
Tuced, in what reſpect any ſeverity had been uſed ; and for his part 
he w. ould be perfectly ready to ſtand or fall with any verdict which 
'the Public ſhould think proper to give on this ſubject. | 

'' *Phe motions were agreed to nem. con. 2-16 OR 

Tord MAEDEN roſe to ſtate ſome facts whi ch came e Ks 
'knowledge on the ſubject. At the time his regiment, Was quarts red 
at Briſtol, the Allowance given to the French priſoners + was ho 
* the folders chiefly lives on the ſuperfluous | tet mic 

ey ufel to purchaſe from them! At Apel ike he T W. 
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Mr. ROS brought up bills purſuant to the reſolutions voted 
| "yeſterday in the Committee of the whole Houſe ; one to abolith 
certain places, and another to reduce holidays at the Cuſtom - houſe ; 
which were read a firſt time, and ordered to be ous ann dme on 


* 


Friday, February 23. 


The Sher Sheriffs of London preſented a petition from the Corpo- 
vation of the city of London, ſtating that the price of bread, at 
preſent, was proportionably greater than the price of . which 
they conſidered to be owing to the ſcarcity of mills, and to certain 
obſtruQions to the ſupply of the London markets. The petitioners 


therefore prayed that ſome remedy might be adopted to do away this 


evil. They preſented another petition, praying for a bill to re- 
move the many infurmountable difficulties that exiſted in the city 
'of London, as to the ready colleQion of ſmall debts. A third 
petition was then preſented, ſtating the many inconveniences that 
aroſe to the trade of the city from the circyitous manner of ſhips 


coming round the Iſle of Dogs, and praying that ſome means 


might be adopted for the improvement of the port of London. 
Mr. HUSKISSON - roſe, and ſaid, an honourable gentleman 
had yeſterday moved that a number of papers, relative to the treat- 
ment of French priſoners in this country, ſhould be laid before the 
| Hoo. Although the production of theſe papers would be per- 
feRly ſufficient to confute the ſcandalous calumnics and miſrepre- 
ſentations circylated in France upon the ſubject, and encouraged by 
thoſe here, who, apparently, were leagued with the enemy, in com- 
mon cauſe z yet they might not be ſufficient upon that enlarged ſcale 
of inquiry which the Houſe ſeemed | diſpoſed to adopt. It was, 
therefore, defirable that the Houſe ſhould he poſſeſſed of every in- 


formation, - not only to prove the falſehood of the ſtatements which 


had been propagated, but to elucidate the whole of the circumſtances 
the conduct of the French Government and this Country 
towards their priſoners of war. Very extraordinary tranſaQions, 
indeed, had taken place in France relative m ſome of our priſoners 
.--tanſaQions which muſt excite indignation in every Britiſh mind 
- that conſidered the cireumſtances to which he aHuded, either in 


- 


Ahemſclves, ar as affecting the individual who was. the. object of 


-them. In this Houſe much had been ſaid of the cruel and inhu- 
an gaptivity which M. La Fayette had endured... M. La Fayctie 


&x7tainly.as..not a man who poſſeſſed any peculiar glaime tc the = 


4 05 ho of Britons ; his conduct in 
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whatever might be the nature of that conteſt; was not lt to 
win upon Britiſh minds; yet there were men here who conſidered 
La Fayette's caſe as deſerving the particular interference of Parlia- 
ment. What would theſe men then ſay to the fituation of their 
own countryman, a gallant, meritorious officer, Captain Sir Sydney 
Smith, immured in one of the dungeons of a common priſon in 
Paris, the object of every ſpecies of cruelty, oppreſſion, inſult, and 
contumely ? Had not a Britiſh officer, diſtinguiſhed by the activity 
and enterprize of his ſervice in the cauſe of his country, ſome claim 
to the compaſſionate feelings, ſome claim to the humane interference 
of thoſe who had been ſo forward in exhibiting to deteſtation the 
ſufferings of a man who had no title to Britiſh gratitude? But if 
the merit which he poſſeſſed was not of a kind to intereſt their 
humanity, or to call forth their good offices, it could not fail to in- 
tereſt thoſe, who thought more highly of his ſervices. That the 
whole of the ſubject reſpecting the treatment of French priſoners 
might be laid before the Public, that the world might be enabled to 
judge of the ſcandalous arts to which the French Government was 
obliged to reſort to delude the people of France, and to miſlead their 
paſſions, that the whole of the conduct of the two countries to their 
reſpeQive priſoners might be known, he ſhould now move, That 
there be laid before the Houſe copies of the correſpondence between 
the Tranſport Board and the French Government relative to Captain 
Sir Sydney Smith, and in general relative to the exchange of pri- 
ſoners between the two countries. 
Captain BERKELEY ſaid, he roſe with the greateſt ſatisfaction 
to ſecond the motion. The honourable gentleman had alluded to 


the caſe of M. La Fayette. He regretted very much that certain 


gentlemen, who had thought the caſe of La Fayette worthy to call 
forth their humanity and their good offices, were not now in the 
Houſe, becauſe their abilities could not fail to ſet in the moſt ſtrik- 
ing light the cruel treatment which Sir Sydney Smith endured, if 


their humanity could at all be rouſed by the unworthy treatment 


which a Britiſh officer received. The cruelties which Sir Sydney 
Smith experienced were almoſt beyond endurance. He hoped that 
the abſence of the. gentlemen . to whom he alluded was from the 
ſhame and contrition which they felt at the arguments they had fo 
often uſed in this Houſe, now, when they found that their clients, in 


every inſtance, had failed them, and given the lie direct to every 


thing 'which for theſe five vears they had ſaid in their favour. 
Mr, WILBERFORCE ſaid, he roſe only to expreſs his concur- 


rence in the motion, and his approbation of laying before the Houſe 


the whole of the caſe, in order completely to remove the calumnics 
> Vol... | Tt 
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gour with which he had been treated. 
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which had been circulated againſt this country, and to do juſtice to 
to our national character, which had been afperſed. He had been 
one of thoſe who joined in repretting the treatment which M. La 
Fayette had received, becauſe he conſidered it as one of the hap- 
pieſt circumſtances in the ſtate of modern ſociety that the horrors of 
war were mitigated, and not extended, as formerly, to every part of 
the inhabitants. of the countries that were at war. Now it was 
underſtood that war was to be confined to the armed partizans on 
both fides, and not extended to thoſe who were not engaged in the 
conteſt. . For that reaſon he lamented a contrary example, as it 
might lead to the introduction of thoſe practices which were now 
exploded, or furniſh the bad paſſions of men with juſtification of 
the ſeveritics which they might be diſpoſed to inflict. He did not 
imagine, however, that to any ſueh example was to be imputed the 
cruel treatment which the gallant and meritorious Sir Sidney Smith 
had received. He was deeply concerned that the principles of war, 
as now underſtood, were abandoned in the mode of ſeverity and ri- 
With reſpect to the motion 
he had himſelf intended to make, the neceflity of it was ſuperſeded 
by the motion made by another honourable gentleman yeſterday, 
He was glad that it had been made, becauſe he was confident, from 
what he had been at-pains to Icarn upon the ſubject, that whatever 
might have been the conduct of the enemy, the conduct of this 
country to the priſoners of war had been conſiſtent with that huma- 
nity for which it had ever been diſtinguiſhed, and that no provoca- 
tion. had ever hurried us into an imitation of thoſe unworthy ſeve- 
rities 'whichthe French Government had practiſed. 

Colonel STANLEY ſaid that there were 6,000 French pri- 
foners at Plymouth; and as he had been ſeveral months there, he 


 [Commons, 


| Was able to ſay that there was not the leaſt ſcundation for the ſtate- 


ments circulated concerning the bad treatment of French priſoners. 
They were attended by their oun ſurgeons, and, when neceſſary, by 
ours. They had plenty of money among them, for they had ſeve- 
. rat billiard-tables ; and they ſeemed to be in en wm, for ey 
icy ona play once a week. | 

The motion was then agreed to. 0 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON nt a petition fron: the 
Maſter, Wardens,” and Court of Aſfiſtants of the Worſhipful 
Lompamy of Olock and Watehmakers of the _ of London, 


| ; elookepmndiprapinj for ins repent: h bier 577 Al ” Te 
Ale preſented another Ude Gor the Ship-owners of Landon, 
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in conſequence of. a late decifion upon the extent of their liability 


for loſſes, and praying that a bill may be brought in to relieve 
them. 


$ > February 26. 
The SOLICITOR GENERAL obſerved, that on a former 


day he had given notice of his intention to move for leave to bring 
in a bill for the purpoſe of preventing perſons reſiding in this 
country from advancing money on account of debts owing to the 
United Provinces during the war, without licence. Conſidering 
the change which Holland had experienced in her internal politics, 
and the relations which at one time conneRed her with the reft of 
Europe, it muſt be obvious to gentlemen that ſomething ought to be 
done to prevent her Government from deriving refources from this 
country. Of this meaſure the policy was, he felt, fo apparent, that 
he did not think it neceſſary to detail all the circumſtances con- 
need with it. He ſhould therefore ſimply move, "That leave 
be given to bring in a bill to prevent perſons reſiding in or belong- 
ing to Great Britain from advancing debts or purchaſing bills of 
exchange owing to the United Provinces, or bodies politie or corpo- 
rate, or to any individual within thoſe provinces, during the war, 
without a OG _ the ſame.” 8 70 
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_ Tueſday, February 27. 


Mr. Alderman LUSH INGTON moved the mt of 15 
acts of the 13th and 14th of His Majeſty, relative to turnpike 
roads, waggons, tolls, &c. This being done, he obſerved, that he 
had made a motion laſt year for a new bill upon this ſubject, which 
he conſidered as eſſentially neceſſary for the convenience of perſons 
who paid toll at the turnpikes near London. It was, therefore, his 
intention to renew the ſame proceedings; and he would accordingly 
move for a Committee to conſider of the ſaid acts, ſo far as they re- 
lated to the payment of tolls for weighing- engines at turnpike 
gates, and to the number of Fan uſed in 1 Wagons on 
turnpike” roads. | ; 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR wiſhed that the Committee might not 
be confined to one ſingle object, but be enabled to n its inqui- | 
ries to all roads throughout the kingdom. e bol Sch nals! 

Mr. MAINWARING ſaid, that the men beta 
intended to - accommodate the mettopolis, and to remove certain 
kardſhips which gardeners, and other perſons bringing their. goods £6 
31 2 
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town, laboured | under, on account of the heavy and unequal duty 
they had to pay. 

Mr. R. P. CAREW and Sir W. PULTENEY were for ex. 
tending the inveſtigation of the Committee to every kind of inquiry 
which the bills to be conſidered might give riſe to. 


Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed that nothing elſe might be attended to 


but what concerned the accommodation of the metropolis; en re- 
quired a ſeparate conſideration. 

After ſome converſation, it was agreed that the Committee ſhould 
extend its inquiry to the whole of the acts; and, with that amend- 
ment, the motion was agreed to. 

Viſedunt BELGRAVE moved the order of the day for the 
commitment of the bill for explaining the Election Treating Act. 

Mr. SIMEON faid, it was not then in his power to bring for- 
ward the reſolutions of which he had given notice. 

Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed to know if the honourable gentleman 
intended to bring them forward at all, becauſe if he did not, he 
ins Tierney) would take that buſineſs on himſelf. | 

Mr. SIMEON ſaid, that if the Committee was put off for a 
little time, he ſhould bring forward his reſolutions. 

Viſcount BELGRAVE men agreed to diſcharge the order fe a 
yeek longer. 

Mr. TIERNEY wiſhed that thoſe reſolutions might be intro- 
| duced ſooner, and that the bill might then be recommitted. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT conceived that it was very neceſſary to 
have the laws in queſtion fully explained ; and therefore thought i it 
- would require ſome length of time-to conſider of a bill that went to 
make ſo material an alteration as the preſent. The honourable gen- 
— however, might bring forward his reſolutions as ſoon as he 
pleaſed; and then let the farther mne of the bill ſo amended 
be put off for a longer period. 

The bill then, with Mr. Simeon's W was ordered to 
be committed to-morrow. 


{ & 


Wedneſday, ny 28. 


The Houſe went into a Committee on the bill for amending and 
© e Election Treating Act of William III. 

Mr. S.. SMITH in the chair. 

Mr. SIMEON. Rated the elauſes which he yeſterday had « ex- 
„ preſſed his intention to bring forward. It would for gentlemen 


to adopt or e them, after 1 had conſidered ii tendency, 
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mittee ſhould agree to his bringing them up, he . they would 
be printed. His object was briefly to make the law of elections 
known to the electors, to people engaged in the conducting of elec- 
tions, and to Members of Parliament; and he believed this could 
only be effectually done by declaring what the law ought to be. He 
next brought up ſeveral clauſes, which were as follow: 

That between the time of ifluing an election writ, and the re- 
« turn being made to Parliament, no elector is to receive from any 
«© candidate, or perſons employed by him, either meat or drink; and 
e any carriages, or other conveyances uſed by the cleQors muſt be 
ci paid for, not by the candidate, or any other perſon connected with 
&« the election, but by the voters, who are to receive no money for 
<« -lofs of time; and the fee to enable a perſon to acquire the right 
6 of voting muſt, in all caſes, be paid by the perſon applying for it. 
« Thar the vote of perſons violating the above clauſe in any of its 
&« proviſions, (hall be null and void.“ 9 55 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS here remarked, that as 
he took it for granted the clauſes were merely propoſed to be 
printed and reconſidered, he would not then make any obſervations 
upon them. 

Mr. SIMEON then brought. y up a Clauſe, which ſtated, 

« That candidates who ſhould be proyed guilty of ufing any of 
e the means forbidden in the firſt clauſe, mould be conſidered inca- 
e pable of being elected for the place for which they ſtood, or 
« for any other place in that Parliament, or during hy term of 
“ fix years. 

„That it ſhall be law ful fs candidates to uppen with, meat and 
« drink, and pay the expences of a certain number of the perſons 
e ſerving on Committees, notwithſtanding that they may be voters. 
« The number of voters on a Committee for a As election to 
ebe twelve, and for a borough fix. | ; 

„% That an oath ſhall be adminiſtered to * voter at t the t time 
« of polling, agreeably to the firſt elauſe. 

Viſcount BELGRAVE brought up two clauſe; parti 

« That during the time of an election, no candidate or his 


“agent ſhould give to the cleQors Ler- or 1 other badge of | 


« distinction. on 

44 That 0 election of any Meuider returned 0 Parliament i is 
* liable to be queſtioned on the ground of havin on former 
elections infringed the act of William III. Mbſe * difquatiti- 


r cation is to extend Alke to tlie unſucceſsful” candidate during the 
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The Houſe being reſumed, the report was ordered to be taken 
into conſideration on Tueſday the 27th of March next; in the 
mean time to be printed with the amendments. 


Thurſday, March 1. 


Mr. GRANT preſented a petition from the Farmers Society of 


the county of Banff, in Scotland, ſtating the loſſes ſuſtained by 
farmers in confequence of the low price of corn, which they con- 
ceived to be owing to the importation of foreigh grain. They 
prayed that means might be adopted to prevent the ſame ; and alſo, 
that no additional duties might be laid on diſtilleries. 

Mr. Alderman LUSHINGTON brought up the report of the 
Committee, to whom was referred a petition from certain ſhip- 


owners, praying for relief from n ; and ed leave to 


1 in a bill to that effect. 
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Friday, March 2. 


. On 3 motion for the ſecond reading of the bill for granting A 
diene benen Mr. Eſten and his wife, 

Lord AUCKLAND profeffed himſelf anxious for calling the 
attention of their Lordſhips to the circumſtances under which the 
preſent application was made: they were circumſtances which, in 
his opirtioh, deſerved a very ſerious and minute inquiry, as they car- 
ned with them very ſtrong ſuſpicions of a colluſion between the 
parties. The plaintiff was married in the year 1784. Some years 
after, he fled from the country, in order to elude the purſuit of his 
cretitors, leaving his wife under a dubious kind of protection at the 
Dublin thearre, and under articles of ſeparation between them. 
They continued thus, nor was there any thing heard of his com- 
plaint tilb Hillary Term 1799, when the plaintiff alledged that 
ſhe had been living fix years in a ſtate of adultery. Here was, 
- theirpfores every reaſon to believe the exiſtence of a collufion between 


ture wonldreverwracet with the approbation of che Municipality of 


Paris nf cbp-ofi Hear! Hear!“ This obſervation; he was 


the partios, to vhich the juſtice: of the Houſe would furely lend no 
cuuntetlance Indeed, ſo revolting was the queſtion in its very 
aſpott, that he doubted whether an application of ſo flagramt u na- 
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happy to find, had l the attention of a reverend b (the 
Biſhop of Rocheſter) ; ; and he preſumed to hope it would not be 
coldly liſtened to by the ſincerer friends of Morality. In this queſ- 
tion the cauſe of Morality was very deeply involved; and it highly 
ſavoured of thoſe principles which the French Moralifts were ſq in- 
duſtrious to propagate : and to him the introduction of ſuch princi- 
ples was a ſubje& of much more anxious alarm, than all the dan- 
gers that hung over us from their threatened invaſion; and in his 
mind it was of the moſt ſerious importance that this Houſe ſhould 
reſiſt them, whatſoever ſhape they might aſſume. He was not alto- 
gether certain whether the forms of the Houſe would ao] him to 
oppoſe the introduction of Counſel ; but, ſhould they permit 
Counſel to be heard, it was his intention afterwards to move for the 
rejeQion of the bill. d 

The Duke of ATHOL perfeftly coincided in the ſentiments 
juſt delivered by the noble Lord ; and if he had any thing farther 
to obſerve, it would be to oppoſe the introduction of Counſel, fo 
ſtrongly did his mind revolt at the manner and nature of the appli- 
cation. Such a determination on the part of their Lordſhips would 
ſtrongly mark their opinion of the caſe, and poſe with the ſalutary 
force of a ſtriking example. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR obſerved, that whatever might 
be their Lordſhips' opinion of the caſe, and whatever points of mo- 
rality it was likely to affect, yet it would be in this, as well as in 
every other caſe, the regular courſe of proceeding to hear Counſel 
upon a petition, and it afterwards remained with their Lordſhips to 
adopt ſuch a deciſion as in their wiſdom and Oe ay would 
deem meet. 

The Biſhop of DURHAM ſaid, 1 were it not for the 2 
ence he felt for the high authority of the learned Lord, he would 
have been diſpoſed, in the firſt inſtance, to oppoſe any farther pro- 
cceding in the caſe, and to oppoſe the introduction of Counſel. A 
remark made. by a noble Lord (Auckland), was was undoubtedly of 2 
nature to arreſt the attention of the Houſe, viz. the evil that muſt 
attend the introduction of French ' morality into theſe kingdoms. 
The French rulers, while they deſpaired of making any impreſſion 


on us by the force of arms, attempted a more ſubtle and alarming 
warfare, by endeavouring to enforce the influence of their example, 
in order to taint and undermine the morals of our ingenuous youth. 
They ſent , amongſt us a number of female dancers, who, by the 
allurement of the moſt indecent attitudes, and moſt wanton theatri - 
cal exhibitions, ſueceeded but too effectually in doaſening and cor-. 


rupting the moral feelings of the people 3 and indeed, if common 
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report might be relied upon, the indecency of thoſe. appearances far 
out-ſhamegd any thing of a fimilar nature that had ever been exhi- 


bited—he would not ſay, on any Chriſtian theatre, but even upon 
the more licentious theatres of Athens and of Rome. If their 
Lordfſhips did but ſeriouſly attend to the ſad conſequences that muſt 
reſult from the exhibition of ſuch ſpectacles before the eyes of their 
wives and daughters, while they alſo felt that it was now in their 
power to apply the remedy, they would doubtleſs feel the neceſſity 


of arreſting in limine, not on the progreſs of ſuch ſcandalous immo- 


rality, but alſo of preventing it for the future; and indeed, unleſs 
an immediate ſtop were put to it, the inevitable conſequence muſt 
be, that the malignant influence of ſuch contaminating example 
muſt finally corrupt both ſexes, and their Lordſhips' time and 
fittings would henceforward be wholly engrofled by cafes of divorce. 
Twenty years had now elapſed fince he had made a fruitleſs effort 
to check the growth of divorces. In this Houſe he had indeed been 
ſucceſsful ; his endeavours, however, had been fruſtrated in another 
quarter. But the evil has ſince increaſed to ſuch an alarming de- 
pravity, that, notwithſtanding the influence of the learned Lord who 
efides over that Houſe with ſo much honour to himſelf and fo 
much benefit to his country, and in ſpite of the well-known and 
truly meritorious exertions of another learned Lord (Kenyon) to 
check the growth of this particular ſpecies of immorality, its pro- 
greſs and corrupting influence ſtill appeared to be wholly undimi- 
niſhed. Such, therefore, was his conviction of the neceſſity of 
applying ſome effectual remedy to this evil, that, ſhould no noble 
or learned Lord who was abler in ability, or higher in conſideration 
and autbority, than himſelf, undertake the taſk, however unequal 
he ſhould prove to its performance, he would aſſuredly take the 
* firſt opportunity of moving, That an humble addreſs be preſented 
to His Majeſty, praying that His Majeſty would be graciouſly 
pleaſed to prohibit the exhibition of thoſe indecent ſpectacles, and to 
order thoſe who performed in them to be ſent out of the country. 
Mr. Dallas then appeared as Counſel for Mr. Eſten, and ſtated 
the caſe. 
Evidence was called to prove the marriage, the adultery, &c. 
and the reluctance with which Mr. Eſten had ſubſcribed the articles 
of ſeparation: ; and his letters were produced to prove his intention 
of re· uniting himſelf to his wife on his return from St. Daa 
previous to his knowledge of her miſconduct. | 
The Houſe being reſumed, | | 
The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that before going into the 


Committee, a noble Duke had expreſſed himſalf in ſirong language 
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againſt the preſent caſe, but, from the evidence which had fince ap- 


peared, in terms not of too ſtrong diſapprobation, the articles of 
ſeparation formed an inſuperable bar to any divorce, and the cir- 
cumſtances of collufion which appeared in the cafe rendered it the 
duty of the Houſe to reject the application. On the motion for 
the ſecond reading of the bill, therefore, he moved their Lordſhips 
that it be rejected; when it was accordingly thrown out. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR again rofe and faid, chat he 
was glad a reverend Prelate had exprefled his intention to bring 
forward ſome meaſure to prevent the frequency of applications for 
divorce, and he hoped he would perſevere in his deſign. He 
hoped, too, that what the reverend Prelate had ſaid would certainly 
have its weight. Something, certainly, was neceſſary to be done- 
by their Lordſhips, as guardians of the public manners, to- check 


the number of caſes in which they were called upon to give their 


ſanction to divorces. It was well known that divorce bills were 
now conſidered as little more than mere matters of form. It was 
natorious that caſcs occurred in which the groſſeſt colluſion exifted 
between parties to procure theſe bills ; and though this collufion 
was flagrant to the world, their Lordſhips, from the proof being 
perhaps, from the way the caſe was managed, unattainable, were 
compelled not to ſee what was fo palpable out of the Houſe. This 
groſs and ſcandalous abuſe required to be remedied. Though fome 
more extenſive meaſure might perhaps be neceſſary to go to the root 
of the evil, ſomething might be done by their Lordſhips in the way 
of regulation. It was a difficult matter to ſpecify, with any degree 
of accuracy, in a legiſlative meaſure, how ſuch a body as their Lord- 
ſhips ſhould act in every particular caſe of the kind that came be- 
fore them; but there were ſome general rules which might precede 
the conſideration of every caſe; and with which parties coming be- 
fore them might be 'obliged to comply. He ſhould ſuggeſt, there- 
fore, in the firſt place, that every party preſenting a petition to their 
Lordſhips for a'divorce, ſhould be required to lay on the table, at 
the ſame time, a copy of the proceedings in the other Courts, in 
order that it might in ſome degree be known how the cauſe had been 
conducted, and whether there were any eireumſtances of colluſion. 
It, might likewiſe be proper to call upon the party preſenting a pe- 
tition, to make oath to the truth of the facts ſet forth in it. If a 
man was acting faitly and honeſtly, it could be no hardſhip to call 
upon him to prove the truth of the aſſertion byanoathz and the Houſe 
would be authoriſed to refuſe the bill, unleſs the condition which 


they required was obſerved... "Though he was not at preſent. prepared 


to ſay what effect artieles of 


ation ought to have in an application 
Vol. V. ; 


' ; 
i 
1 o 
Y 
; 
. 
1 
| 

: 

* 
% 
T5 

S 
Fig » 
i q 
"_ 

* 
4 
£31 
9 t 

10 ith 
4 
1 
0 
nh! 
17 
* 
) 
if 5 
. 1 

1 

T3 
iN 

fy "7 
® 7 44 
"4 4 
1-3 
: 1 
4 
i By = 
15.18 4 
{ * 
7 ” 
! . 
v7 
1 
11 
1 
pt 4 
i is 
hi 51 
3 
r 
0 
(ot of 
1 
4 
k 
17 
* 
vw 
d by 
1 £ 
i 

. - 

$4 

1 

61 
1 
v3 
1 
1 
5 
I 
my 


2 


he Bp RE 
Xs ado 
* 
— 
— —_ 


IIS WES 


ä — 
— 1 — 
4 1 


OY 
Fi 
3 


4 
* 
1 
1 
11 
q 
= 


4 
5 
15 


2 


2 


FE 


— 


7 
8 — 
- * 


— 
— 


. 
* . ot. 


— EEY 
r 


r 


— LIES 
— — — 


0 — — 2D — —— 
2 — — — - - 2 
arm marr ay waa 2 wi — 8 * go= — 2 — K = 
2 22 VE a > 22 — 2 —— - 2 — =2 =— — — 
— , 2 — PE 2 a — 2 a din — — — — 
— - : — — ans = - 
2 - * : —— — — —— — = : — — — —— EE — — —— — — ——c — — — : © 
= tens — — 2 2 9 — X * 2 8 G ——— — * A — ———— L? — — — 
* K 2 — a i er ED EEE — — — TIT Inn nn I TO — — 
"I" 2 55 - SE” =) 8 ——X © I n * — 4 ” WE . E FS; he 1 lk 8 == 2 2 — 2 
. 2 * TEN — — ck low pr VI * * . k — = a I: a A — rb BED <a® a * WR — i > — p4 
= — — 2 22 — - — rr - ; — err 5 —— 2 * 2 = r — — <=. er +; 
98 


— — os 
N « 


— 
5 


—— ñ — — 
* 


A 
8 


r F 5 CITE; n 2 _ D eee 
— Wn — LIEN $ . 3 S LO Cw ry WOO n 2 + pat os *e * — 
— ; . ond ode on i bi 485, r 2 2 = Dr 


1 NN 
— 
r 


* — $ 1 
— / 8 — ——ů (ig + naveodn = 
r — —— rRe vr 


330 PARLIAMENTARY [CoMmos, 


for divorce, it certainly was proper that their Lordſhips ſhould 
know, and be able to weigh, the importance they would attach to 
the circumſtance of the adultry being committed in a ſtate of ſepa. 


ration or of cohabitation. He would ſuggeſt, therefore, that parties 


ſhould be called upon to ſtate this point diſtinctly in the petition, 
Theſe obſervations he threw out with a view to remedy, to a cer. 
tain extent, the abuſe complained of. He did not wiſh their Lord- 


| ſhips to proceed to decide upon them with their minds impreſſed by 


the extraordinary circumſtances of ſuch an unfavourable caſe as they 
had juſt heard. He intended to reduce his ſuggeſtions into the 
form of reſolutions, which ſhould be laid on the table, and on ſome 
future day taken into conſideration. The reſolutions ſhould be 
ready by Monday; and in the courſe of eight or ten days their 

Lordſhips would have time to conſider them, and might afterwards 
be ſummoned for their diſcuſſion. 


HOUSE OF COMMIONS: 


: Friday, March 2. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe to make a motion, of which he had 


given notice a few days ago. The object of it he would briefly ex- 
plain. It was, he ſaid, well known, that vices every day acquired do- 


minion over minds unawed by authority, and unchecked by falutary 


reſtraints. The object of his motion was to ſtrengthen the hands 
of Magiſtrates, which, at this period, he thought more than ever 


neceflary. This could only be done by rendering their, power more 


clear, and ſubjecting the counties to the payment of expences of 
actions for miſdemeanors. It would not be inſinuated that any 
danger would ariſe to the community from the power of the Ma- 
iſtrate being increaſed ; and he thought it needleſs to take up the 
time of tie Houſe unneceſſarily, to explain the advantages the coun- 
try derived from the active vigilance of its Magiſtrates, A more 
uſeful body of men he believed, was not to be found: they ſtood 
between the Legiſlature and the execution of the laws— were the 
+ proteftors of perſons and property, and often tended to conciliate the 
>> miids-of the people to laws made by the Legiſlature. He wiſhed 
to bring ima bill-of:as, general-a- nature as poſſible, that honourable 
gertlemen might have an opportunity of making ſuch alterations in 
n as They! might wiſh; and full time would alſo bg afforded them of 
exerciſing their judgements. His honourable col league and himſelf 
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had been able to collect generally the ſentiments of the Magiſtrates 


of the united kingdoms. Having made theſe general obſervations, 


he had no doubt but it was the intention of the Houſe to give ſup- 


port to the Magiſtrates, and would therefore ſimply move, That 
leave be given to bring in a bill to empower certain courts to order 
expences of actions of miſdemeanors to be paid out of the coun- 
ty-ſtock.” 
7 Mr. MAINWARING obſerved the extreme reluctance with 
which he roſe to oppoſe any motion made by the honourable gentle- 
man, who never propoſed any thing but what was evidently intended 
to benefit the community. But he believed the preſent motion was 
not his own. -It muſt have been founded on the repreſentations of 
intereſted individuals. Had the honourable gentleman conlidered 
the ſubjeR of his motion, he would have known that a bil of the 
ſame nature was brought in fome time ago, and had been amply 
diſcuſſed ; but the Houſe had not thought fit to adopt it. He there- 
fore erpecded to find the reaſons ſtated why the Houſe ought not to 
rcject the preſent motion. The gentleman who adviſed the honour- 
able Member to bring this matter forward now, had ſent letters to 
the different counties; and Mr. Mainwaring himſelf, as a perſon 
officially intereſted, received one of theſe letters, the propoſals in 
which, after being very fully conſidered at the quarter ſeſſions, were 


pronounced unneceſſary and improper. This decifion was founded 


on the notorious incapacity of the county to bear any farther aſſeſſ- 
ment, and that the perſons principally liable to the rates were thoſe 
who could leaſt bear them. Under all theſe circumſtances, he 
ſhould deem it his duty to oppoſe the bill whenever it was 
brought in. 

The Honourable HENRY LASCELLES obſerved, that, by A 
late verdict of the Court of King's Bench, Magiſtrates were placed 
in a new ſituation. Formerly their expences were awarded to be 
paid by the county, but now they muſt pay their expences them- 
ſelves. He ſhould therefore ſupport the motion. 

Mr. ROSE concurred in theſe ſentiments.  \ 

Mr. MAINWARING contended, that the act of Parliament 
reſpecting the power of Magiſtrates was clear, and expreſsly prohi- 
ditory of the payment of cxpences out of the county rates. 

Mr. BUXTON ſtated, that Magiſtrates were not ſafe in the 
execution of their office. He was a Magiſtrate ; and though a 


vient mob recently aſſembled in his county, which had endanged 


his !ife, it had fallen to him to pay the expences of proſecuting the 

offenders. Thus, when Magiſtrates, appointed by the law, are 

ci nered for the execution of the laws, they muſt pay the e 
uA 24 \ 
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attending the correction of crimes, and fit down with empty 
purſes. 


The queſtion was put, and leave granted to bring in the bill. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, March 5. 


A petition was preſented to their Lordſhips on behalf of a Mr. 
Gilchriſt, in Scotland, to prevent the ſale of an eſtate, purſuant to an 
interlocutor of the Court of Seſſion, which order was affirmed by 
their Lordſhips. | 
The LORD CHANCELLOR faid, that this petition came 
before their Lordſhips under circumſtances of a peculiar kind. This 
petition was obviouſly for the delay of juſtice ; this was the fifth, if 
not the ſixth appeal that had been preſented upon this very ſubjeR ; 
the eſtate, which was the object of it, was ordered to be ſet up fer 
ſale in the courſe of the next week. Under ſuch circumſtances it 
was impoſſible for their Lordſhips, confiſtently with their love cf 
Juſtice, to continue the order for the reſpondents” anſwer to it; and 
therefore he propoſed, -*© That the order for the reſpondents' anſwer 
ec, be diſcharged, and that it be referred to a Committee of their 
, ordſhips on this day fortnight, to inquire into the propriety of 
<« preferring this petition, without prejudice to the Commiſſioners 
— «© proceeding to the ſale of the eſtate in queſtion ;” which was 

ordered. | 

The Lord Chancellor then ſaid, that this petition was figned 
by two advocates of reſpectability in Scotland, and out of tender- 

neſs to them he would not mention their names ; but he conld not 
\ help/ expreſſing a hope that gentlemen at the bar in Scotland would 
in future abſtain from ſigning petitions which they knew not to be 
for the purpoſes of juſtice, but merely for delay ; for they were 
bound to know the merits of ' what they ſigned. If they paid no 
attention to this ſuggeſtion, their Lordſhips muſt proceed in the 
ſame way towards theſe gentlemen as the courts of law did againſt 
genilemen of the bar when they ſigned improper pleas. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, March 5. . 


General WALPOLE moved an addreſs to His Majeſty, pray- 
ing that the petition from the Maroons, dated in the month of June 
laſt, from Halifax, ſhould be laid before that Houſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that there was no ſuch paper 
in exiſtence, The motion, in his opinion, muſt refer to an in- 
cloſure, dated the 2d of June laſt, which was alrcady before the 
Houſe. | | 

General WALPOLE ſaid, that this was a moſt extraordinary 
aſſertion, as he had himſelf preſented the petition in queſtion to the 
Duke of Portland, to be forwarded to His Mage and he now 
held a copy of the paper in his hand. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the paper in queſtion 
ſhould be identified, by ſtating its preciſe date and purpoſe. 


Mr. TIERNEY replied, that there was no queſtion whatever 
on the ſubject. A petition had certainly been preſented ; and 


whatever confuſion may ariſe from ſplitting the offices of ſecond and 
third Secretary of State, this paper muſt certainly be in the office of 
his Grace of Portland. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that if the preſent motion was car- 
ricd, it mutt reſt ſolely on the perſonal information of the honour- 
able mover; if it ſhould he found that there was no ſuch docu- 
ment to be found, the order muſt, of courſe, be reſcinded. 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS, who had been looking over the 
copy of the petition, obſerved, that it was not addreſſed to His 
. Majeſty, or His Majeſty's Miniſters, but To Major-General 
Walpole.” 

General WALPOLE ſaid, that this miſtake aroſe ſolely from 
the ignorance of thoſe perſons who had framed the petition. 

The motion for the addreſs was then agreed to. 

General WALPOLE moved alſo for copies of the correſpondence 
between Lord Balcarras and Major-General Walpole, on the ſubject 
of the Maroons, and for a copy of the treaty concluded between the 


Maroons and the Government of Jamaica, in the year 1739-40. 


Theſe motions were poſtponed until to-morrow. 
Sir J. SINCLAIR moved, That the petition from the Board 
of Apriculture, and the accounts laid before the Houſe on that 


ſubject, ſhould be referred to the Committee of Supply, which was 
ordered, 
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In the Committee of Supply, Sir JOHN SINCLAIR moved, 
That the ſum of 3,000l. ſhould be voted towards the expences of 
the Board of Agriculture in the year 1798. 

Mr. BAKER ſaid, that, on looking over the accounts preſented 
from the Board, he ſaw nothing to inform the Houls of the expendi- 
ture in 1797. | 

Sir J. SINCLAIR faid, that the accounts of the propoſed ex- 
penditure of this money, granted for the yezr 1797, would be ready 
in lefs than a month. He, for his part, derived no emolument from 
the ſervice, nor would he obje®R to the fulleſt inquiry. 

Mr. Chancellor PUTT ſaid, that as the eſtabliſhment was a 
matter of general utility, he ſhould not object to the grant. If it 
ſhould hereafter appear that the money was not expended with dug 
care, it would be open for any Member of that Houſe to move for 
ſuch checks as may be deemed heceffary. 

Mr. TIERNEY deſired to know what had become of + : 
money. voted laſt year, previouſly to his affenting to rhe pron 

rant. 
F Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that the money had certainly not 


been, miſapplied, becauſe it was not as yet iſſued. 


A ſhort converſation took place between Mr. TIERNEY and 
Mr. Chancellor PITT, on the appearance of this and other ſums 
on what is called the Diſtribution Paper. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT contended that Mr. Tierney was in 
error. 

Mr. TIERNEY replied, that he laboured only under the common 
misfortune of not being able to underſtand the right honourable 

gentleman. | 
The ſum called for was then granted, and the Houſe ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
we "Thurſday, March 8. 


This being the day on which their Lordſhips were to give judge- 
ment concerning the claim of Thomas ls Eſq. to the Barony 
of Beaumont, 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, in the Committee of Privi- 
leges, obſerved, that this was a ſubje& of great importance, and that 
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it was more fit that the ſtatement of the evidence ſhould come 
from ſome other noble Lord, he would therefore move, that the 
farther conſideration of it be poſiponed to Tueſday next. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thurſday, March 8. 


* 

The MASTER OF THE ROLLS moved, That the thanks 
of the Houſe be given to the Reverend Charles Moſs, D. D. 
Canon of St. Paul's, for the excellent Sermon preached by him 
yeſterday before that Houſe, in St. Margaret's Church; and that he 
be requeſted to have the ſame printed. 

Sir WILLIAM DCOLBEN ſeconded the motion, which was 


agreed to unanimouſly. ' 


Monday, March 1 2. 


A perſon from the Tax-office preſented an account of the aſſeſs- 
ments of clocks and watches for three quarters of a year, as far as 
the ſame could be made up. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that from the nature of the report 
of the Committee to hom the petitions for the repeal of the tax 
upon clocks and watches were referred, he was led to think it would 
be wiſe in the Houſe to grant the requeſt expreſſed in the prayer of 
them. [t was his intention to give up the tax; and on Wedneſ- 
day he ſhould do ſo, and propoſe another in its ſtead. He moved, 
That the report of the ſaid Committee be taken into confideration 
on Wedneſday next. . S 
Mr. HOBHOUSE obſerved, that much injury had been done by 
the delay of this buſineſs. Every day the maſters and workmen in 
the ſeveral branches of clock. and watchmaking were expoſed to a 
renewal and increaſe of their ſufferings, and he could not ſee 
why the honourable gentleman had not brought the bufineſs for- 
ward fooner. 

Mr. MAINWARING was conſcious the Committee had not 
delayed their report unneceffarily. He believed the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had acted in this buſineſs from motives of 
for the intereſt of the trade, which, to his (Mr. Maibwadidg's) 
knowledge, had really ſuffered mueh from the opetation of 
me tax. 
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Mr. JONES wiſhed, Fea 8 11 hs it was his in- 
=: Manly moye. on Friday next for a liſt of all the emigrants in the 
country, diſtinguiſhing c certain claſles.of them. 5G 36 | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT thought the liſt ha honourable Mem. 
ber had alluded to, could not accurately be prepared in time to an- 
ſwer any reaſonable object he could have in view from, his motion. 
But as a learned friend of his was then occupied in ſome inquiries 
preparatory to a renewal and amendment of the Alien Bill, he hoped 
the honourable Member would defer his motion. A lift of the 
names of emigrants might, perhaps, be made up generally, with- 
out diſtinguiſhing them; and if ſuch a liſt were deemed of any ſer- 
vice, the honourable gentleman might move for it. 

Mr. }ONES expreſſed himſelf  fatiafied with this explanation, 
and would decline making his motion at preſent. He was in- 
duced to mention the ſubject only from a ſenſe of its very great 


importance. 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 
Tueſday, March 13. as: 1955 


The LORD CHANCELLOR entered into a . view of 
the hiſtory of the Barony of Beaumont. It commenced in the reign 


of Edward II. in the perſon of Henry de Beaumont, and was in- 


terrupted in the courſe of deſcent by the attainder of William, Viſ- 
count Beaumont, in the reign of Henry VI. His Lordſhip con- 
cluded with moving, That the Barony of Beaumont was veſted 


in William, Viſcount Beaumont—that the Barony, is in abeyance 


between the co-hcirs of the ſaid William —that the ene, has 
proved himſelf one of theſe co-heirs.” 


The: Earl of KINNOUL proteſted againſt the doctrine of 
a the deſcendants ſuffer for the crimes of their anceſtors. He 
thought it enough: that the perſon accuſed and found guilty of treaſon 


ſuffered the privations io which be was liable by the laws: the 


crime began in him, and with him its conſequences ought to ceaſe. 
He however agreed generally i in opinion with the ae ang learned 
Log, and would not oppoſe the reſolutionss. , 
Tube Duke of, NORF OLK Was diſpoſed to .cancur. in * fant- | 
nts of the laſt. noble Lord; but he thought certain ohjections had 
been carried 100 far. In all caſes of diſputed right, of ſuceeſſion, 


or claims to titles of honour become extinct by attainder, it had 
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uniformly been the practice of the Houſe to admit the doctrine, that 
the conſequences of treafon ſhall deſeend to the ſucceffors of thoſe 
found guilty of it. Whether this was a juſt or unjuſt doctrine, he 
would not then diſcuſs ; but ſuch was the law and uſage of Parlia- 
ment ; and all he wiſhed immediately was, that every attention 
ſhould be ſhewn to cafes of this nature, in purſuing evidence and 
the arguments of Council. 

The LORD CHANCELLOR, in explanation, confirmed the 
obſervations of his Grace relative to the operation of attainder. It 
was the law, that the deſcendants ſhould ſuffer for the treaſon of 
an anceſtor ; and this it was which muſt always render the crime 
more awful in the contemplation of reflecting minds. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, March 13. 
Mr. WILBERFORCE gave notice, that on Wedneſday 


ſe'nnight he would bring forward a motion on the ſudject of the 


ſlaves imported to the Weſt-India Iſlands. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, he had the honour of moving ſome 
time ago for © an account of the value of Britiſh and foreign mer- 
chandize imported and exported, for the half years ending the 5th 
of January 1797, the 5th of July 1797, and the 5th of January 
I798—diſtinguiſhing the ſeverai articles which exceed in value 
10,0001.” This motion he exactly copied from a ſimilar one 
made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer in October 1796. 
Upon the aſſurance of an honourable gentleman (Mr. Roſe) that 
the papers alluded to ſhould be laid upon the table in a few days, 
he conſented to withdraw his motion. He did not mean to charge 
the honourable gentleman with not having fulfilled his promiſe, 
but he muſt ſay that the papers he had preſented were far different 
from what he expected; they were altogether unſatisfactory. The 
period between July 1796 and January 1997 was entirely 


omitted, ſo that there was a gap between this account, and that pre- 


ſented by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. The half years were 
not diſtinguiſhed, ſo that the proportional value which one half year 


bore to another could not be diſcovered ; neither was any one par- 


ticular article enumerated. All that * cauld learn from this ac- 
count was, the total value of the exports and imports from January 


1797 to January 1798, taken in an undetailed maſs. "Ix it ** 
Vol. V. X — ; 


| DEBATES. 337 


— —— 2 
—— RS Ae A 
2 * 


i 
1 
Wi, g 
IF 1 
PUP „ 
4 B 
+ 4 
eee 
0 I ' | 
. 1 12 
Up . 
kh C2 
14 5 4 
IM. by 21 
Witt 1008 
ARR F 41 5 
n! [1844 * 
: i 9 1 * 8 j 
Mann WT 
MELT Wis. 
| I by "$65 
TR i ky 
LITE Wit $1 
Mine IP 
WE T1 15 1 $5 
1 Men. F 
e 15 
171 | | WF 3 
: 118 IP 
(ties 
1447 # 
"11150112; 
Rein * 
i 11 1 3 4 I: 
041 3h 1 
it 0 FF of 4 
Mie ſis 4 
vt. 491 he & |! 
by } 5 
i 4 9 
i : K* 
9 , "IH 
8 
x i] 
* 
ih Bs 
7 
17 2 
5 X 
1 WI 
5 7 
0 oj 
E + 
« : 
S 5 s * 
4 [= - 
3, 
! 5 i! 
T9 
z 
4 


— — 
na. 3 OT . 


9 


1 
Lo 


n 
XC 


7 * We” © © * 
3 2, 


TN * 8 
* AY yo. > eration: ve” 
2 „ a 


3 - 


1 
* 
8 
1 
1 
* 
uy 
Aa 
{4 i 
W435 
{of 
* 
8 
"5.0 
* 5 
„ 
441 
$4 
<4; 
ST: 
Ml 
iy * 
at | 
— 
* 
14 
5 
4 
. 
15 


5 
1. 
15 
' 


— 


. 


ee 


— 


* 4 a 
e 
— 


Eng 
—— — * — — 
PPP 
0 et WES, and an ed ta 
9 ** 2 * * 
Ten - 
_ ay * NS - "=. K * 


. 


— 
K 


5 — & 
r 
— 6 N 
* 8 * 
2 1 1 
— * 


——— — 29 
— Fa * 
P 


— 


- — — 
— 2 $5 
2 
r 
„ — 
wm In 9 
5 — = 


HAAR 


1 


223 — —_— _ = — = 7 
r 2 . V OT RET LIE 
r 5 n - 
42 IS n 
2 "SN 2 
> y 1 . 
— — * ** 
- NR 8 - 
2 CER. AR. 
- 5 0 
2 2 0 IL 
: — 2 . - : 3 < 
A x" Pe” 5 e . y 
* * RN 7 _— Q — ou . 


N 
e 


338 PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


ſaid, as was obſerved by the - honourable gentleman: when he firſt 
ſubmitted his motion to the Houſe, that the motion of the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer was made under ſpecial circumſtances, and 
therefore ſhould” not be reſorted to as a precedent, he replied, that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer ſtated no fpecial cireumſtances, 
but introduced his motion without a remark : but if the circum- 
ſtances were ſpecial then, ſo were they now. The exports during 
the laſt half year muſt neceſſarily have been affocted by the diſcon- 
tinuance of remittances to the Emperor. 

Upon theſe grounds he felt kimſelf under the ne; of re- 
newing his application to the Houſe. He ny" moved, 
(as above). 

Mr. ROSE faid, that the accounts had bein 0 laid before 
the' Houſe as far as they could be made up ; bur if the honourable 
gentleman had a curioſity, all the others that _ be made out 
ſinee that time ſhould be produced. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE faid, he had a curioſity to for 3 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, he had no objection to the produe- 
tion of any aceounts that the honourable N de to ſce, 
provided they were made out. 

Mr. HOBHOUSE*s motion was then put ark carried. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved, That it be an inſtruction to the 
Committee, on the petitions froni the clock and watch- makers, that 
they do confider of the ſeveral duties on inhabited houſes, window- 
lights, horſes _ in RENTS; and dogs, ant OE their opinion 
to en 20 85 


47 f £ , 4 | | | 
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F Nr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, Nay He to 0 notice "Ih had 
given; ſhould: this day move fur a repcal of the duty upon watches 
.and:claeks,, from a conviction that, it was inſufficient and,uoproduc- 
tine But as the exigencies of the. State required that the defi- 
diene ſhould be made up by other means, he had the ſatisfaclion 
of ſtating to the Houſe, that the ſubſtitute he meant to -propoſe. in 
lieu, of this; tax -would be ſuch as would afford as little diſcontent as 
any he ould; poſſibly ſubmit. He remarked, that the eſtimated 
ee ef the watch and clock doty was calculated at about 


{hoes inſtea thereof ſhould at leaſt orodubs that — ; for this 

- purpoſe he ſhould propoſe an inercaſe of the aſſeſſed taxes, in ſuch 
a way as would nearly accbthpliſh this object. The produce of 
theſe taxes «yy amounted to about 1 aero oltre therefore, 
R 
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the intended inereaſe be taken at a ſeventh of the whole, the ſum 
thus obtained would amount to the ſum required; but if any defi- 
ciency might ariſe upon this calculation, that would be alſo reme- 
died, by an intended ſyſtem of conſolidation of the whole of the 
aſſeſſed taxes. This neceſſarily would obviate the trouble of going 
now into a particular detail of the ſeveral houſe taxes, as windows, 
ſervants, dogs, horſes, &c. &c. but would afford ſufficient. demon- 
ſtration that it would be abundantly productive; beſides, it was in 
contemplation to adopt ſuch regulations in the mode of collecting 
this taxation as would reduce the expence of collection, and eventu- 
ally increaſe the revenues of the country. 

The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the ſove- 
ral petitions againſt the tax upon watches and clocks. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, in this ſtage of the buſineſs it would 
be merely ſufficient for him to propoſe a reſolution for repealing this 
tax; for, however warmly it met both the opinion and approbation 
of gentlemen when it was paſſed into a law, ſtill it was found to 
bear moſt hard upon an ingenious and induſtrious part of the com- 
munity, who could not endure the loſs and hardſhip. it created. 
This could not have been apprehended when it was firſt propoſed, 
but recent and diſpaſſionate inquiries eſtabliſh the facts beyond a 


doubt, and rendered it perfectly certain that the tax was injurious 


and unproductive, either of which circumſtances were- enough to 
juſtify a repeal, but the concurrence of both reduced it to a matter 
of neceſſity, The Houſe was aware that he could not move for a 
repeal of a tax, and alſo introduce another in lieu thereof, on the 
ſame day : but if he could, he conſidered it more correct to intimate 
this day the nature of that tax which he reſolved to propoſe on 
Friday next; deſiting, at the ſame time, it might be fully and per- 
fectly anderſiool that this new tax was entirely apart and diſtinct 
from the aſſeſſment ; this he deſired might be generally known, 
that no aviſiinderignding might prevail by confounding them, or 
uniting them with each other. He ſhould, therefore, for the pre- 
ſent, content himſelf with moving one reſolution, and, when the 
report was brought up, aſk leave foi the Committee to ſit again. 
He then moved, „ That it is the opinion of this Committee, that 


the duty upon Watched and clocks, impoſed by an ac of the laſt 


ſeſſion of Parliament, do ceaſe and determine.“ This reſolution 
being agreed t6; the 2 2 15 was s ordered io be wan up-on Friday 
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"The Duke of BEDFORD roſe, and thanked their Lordſhips 
for permitting him to have his intended motion put off ſo often, 
and now roſe to obſerve, that as he had underſtood from His Ma- 

jeſty's Secretary of State that Thurſday or Friday next would be a 
convenient day, he ſhould move that the preſent order be dif- 
charged, and a new order made for Thurſday. This was a mo- 
tion by which he did not expect to benefit the country ; he had 
given notice of it more in compliance with the wiſhes of his 
friends, than any hopes of his own, that motions of this ſort could 
perſuade Miniſters to quit places they had diſgraced, and a helm 
. which, they had guided only to ſhipwreck the People and over- 
* whelm the Country. As their Lordſhips had been already ſo in- 
dulgent, he hoped, he ſaid, that if, after conſulting with his 
friends, a farther delay ſnould be deemed neceſſary, they would 

ant it. 

The Lord v were then ſummoned for Thurſday next. 


ee HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


DOGS, Fang . Friday, March 16. 
Sir CHARLES. BUNBURY ſaid, he had recently ſignĩfied his 


intention to move for leave to bring in a bill to amend and explain 
the Tax cart Act; 3. and he roſe then to give notice, that on Wed- 
neſday or Friday next he ſhould bring e that motion, if either 
Hf thoſe days were found convenient to the Houſe. 
Mr, Chancellor PITT ſaid, he had underſtood, in the courſe of 
converſation with the honourable Member on this ſubject, that 
the motion juſt alluded to might be conveniently delayed until .the 
, reſolutions reſpeRing an additional impoſt on the Aſſeſſed Taxes 
vere propoſed to the Houſe. If, however, the honourable Baronet 
* would agree to this delay, probably the object of his motion would 
benearly anſw ered by theſe reſolutions; ; and were this not found to 
be the caſe, it would then be i in his power to move | for a bill on more 
| general principles. But one thing he would remark. was, that he 
had no doubt, r the Houſe would be extremely, cautious how they 
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agreed to motions which had for their object arrangements merely 
local. He took this opportunity of acquaifiting the Houſe, that 
difficulties had ariſen out of the preſent ſtate of the window- light 
duties, which rendered it neceſfary to be particularly attentive while 
forming a ſcale of proportion of additiona] aſſeſſment; but this 
ſcale was preparing, and would be ready on Monday with when he 
ſhould ſubmit his promiſed reſolutions to the Houſe ; and as he 
ſhould minutely enter into a detail of the plan of affefiment, he 
did not then imagine that the ſubject could occafion much diſ- 
cuſſion. | 

Sir CHARLES BUNBURY expreſſed himſelf ſatisfied with 

the right honourable gentleman's explanation, and h to delay 
his motion. 

Izhhe report of the Committee on the Public Offices Holiday Bill 
was received. 

Sir JOHN SINCLAIR thought the Houſe ought not to agree 
to this report, He entertained great doubts that the number of 
| holidays being left unſettled, would affect the commercial part of 
the community, which had already ſuffered much injury from their 
frequency : nor could he approve of the Lords of the T reaſury 
having ſo much power given them by this bill; by it they would 
be at liberty to give, in the form of fees, any fog to perins. claim- 
ing on the ſcore of extraordinary attendance. - 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replied, that the ground of WED: the 
report” was the moſt extraordinary he had ever known. The Com- 
mittee had been delayed from day to day, and the honourable Ba- 
ronet had only diſcovered, when the motion for engroſſing came to 
be made, that the Lords of the Treaſury would have too much 


power given them by the bill. Put it was not true that the Lords 


of the Treaſury would be authoriſed to give fees; they woulf only. 
be empowered to recommend, that perſons performing extraorq; nary 
duty thould be paid additionally 1 in proportion. The numbe N of 
holidays had been objected to, and the honourable Baronet feemed 
to think the number aboliſked by the Lill was not the ſame as that 
propoſed by the Committee. He ſhould not then enter into this 
qiſcuſſon; but certain te was, the regulations which were meant to 
be adopted would prove beneficial. On every proper oceafion he 
was ready to give gentlemen renewed opportunities of conſidering 
any meaſure he propoſed ; but when delay could not be a benefit to 
" the country, it was his duty to oppoſe it. What benefit could the 
Houſe expect from the delay now required, when the fact was be- 
fore them that the Committee had been two or three times poſt- 
poned, without the honourable Baronet availing hinfelf of any one 
2 
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opportunity to ſtate his objections? I would (concluded Mr. Pitt) 
© have deferred the engroſſing of this bill, had the honourable Ba- 
% ronet not given his reaſons for delay.” 

Sir JOHN. SINCLAIR explained. 

be report was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be read a 
Rind dine on A | 


[ Commons. 


Monday, March I9. 


MI. BRYAN EDWARDS ſaid, that in conſequence of the no- 

tbe lately given by Mr. Wilberforce of a motion to aboliſh the Slave 
Trade, he thought it incumbent on him to move for * an account 
of the value of the coffee imported from the ifland of Jamaica within 
wy laſt feven years.” 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, he had poſtponed his motion for 
the convenience of ſome gentlemen who could not attend on the 
day propoſed. He could wiſh to bring it forward on Monday next, 
if an honourable General (Walpole) would wave the motion of 
which he had given notice for that day. 

Mr. DENT wiſhed for a farther delay of the motion on the 
Slave Trade. He thought that no inconvenience could ariſe if it 
was' poſtponed to this day three weeks. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE reſiſted this propofition. He faid, 
that if he could not bring forward his motion on Monday next, he 
nn produce it on Friday. 

Mr. TIERNEx, in "the abſence of General Walpole, ac- 
quiefced in the delay of that gentleman's motion reſpecting the Ma- 
roons; and the diſcuſſion on the Slave Trade was in conſequence 
fixed for Monday next. 

The firſt account moved for by Mr. B. Edwards was then 
ordered. He next moved for an account of the quantity and valuc 
of the coffee exported from this country, and particularly to the 
Northern ports, for the laſt five years. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed the honourable gentleman to 
defer this motion for the preſent. There was ſome difficulty i in the 
eaſc, 28 he did not know from what office ſuch an account was to 
a de drawn ” 

Mr. B. EDWARDS ſaid, that i it could be very 23 made up 
uit the price. Current at Lloyd S, and from the returns made by the 
Aae ge eferal.” At was his obj ect to thew that no leſs than ſeven 
millions o dea of coffee had 1 7 0 raiſeg laſt year in the ſingle 
land of Famaic He wiſhed, whilſt a motion for the abolition 


of the" Slave Trade u was pengling, to demonſtrate to this country the 
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relative and abſolute value of our Weſt-India Iſlands. The value 
of the trade in queſtion would in =_ be n to enered alt wy 
culation. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that if its value was Fath às to 
ſurpaſs all calculation, it would be in vain to call for a ſpecifie ac- 
count! —But, ſcriouſly ſpeaking, he did not know of any particular 
office from which ſuch an account could be drawn in a parliamen- 
tary way. He rejoiced, as much as the honourable gentleman could 
do, in the ſucceſs of this branch of traffic. He was known to be 
an enemy to the Slave Trade. It was an argument with thoſe who 
wiſhed for its abolition, that by the cultivation of coffee the number 
of Slaves may be reduced, as this article required leſs attention than 
any other produced in our iſlands. He had, therefore, no motive 
to argue againſt the production of this account but what aroſe. from 
the difficulty of procuring it in an official way. 

Mr. B. EDWARDS faid, that he had been guilty of Gme i inae- 
curacy when he had ſtated the value of this trade to be incaleulable, 
What he meant to ſay was, that it was beyond the common eſtimate, 
or common calculation. 

After ſome farther converſation, it was agreed that the account 
mould be laid before the Houſe according to the returns from the 
office of the InſpeQor- general. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T faid, the Houſe was in ar en * his 
intentions reſpecting the aſſeſſed taxes. His object was, to conſo- 
lidate and to inſert in one table the various duties now exiſting ypon 
houſes and windows. He wiſhed them to be graduated in a _regu- 
lar ſeale, according to the table which he held in his hand, and 
which it was his intention to have printed for the uſe of the Mem- 
bers. It would be ſeen that the duties were diminiſhed in ſome 
inſtances where the riſe was di ſproportioned to the value of the 
| houſe, and where too great a temptation was held out to the ſtoppage 
of windows. The produee of the tax on houſes and windows, as 
.it ſtood at preſent, was 1,259,000]. To this it was. propoſed to 
make an addition of 180,000]. The ſmall additional, duties on 
Servants, Dogs, Horſes, and Carriages, which, in many inſtances, 
went only to the ſimplification of fractions, and to make the ac- 
count leſs complicated, would make the additional preduee ons all 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes amount to 20 5, oool. The additional; duties 
would chicfly attach to houſes of an higher rate, and to. thoſe which 
had been previouſly liable to the tax on clocks and watches, which 
for firong reaſons was now withdrawn. It was his s, intention now 
wank to move his relolutions, age to have the, table printed pre- 
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| vious to the difcuſſion, which he ſhould move to poſtpone to Wed. 
noſday nent. 

The Houſe then refolerd infell into a F when Mr. 
Chancellor PIT T propoſed his firſt reſolution, That the dutics 
impoſed on houſes by the act of tho 19th of Geo. on {hall hence. 
forth ceaſe and determine. 

Sir M. W. RIDLEY faid, ig much- 3 ad obo 
from the ſurcharge of the duties on farmers' horſes. Men were 
taken ſrom their houſes to the diſtance of ten or twelve miles to an. 
ſwer to the moſt frivolous charges. Much diſcontent had ariſen 
from this circumſtance; and it would continue to increaſe; unleſs 
ſome Meaſores were adopted to check this fpecies of r and 
oppreſſion. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that in the 1 which 

he had to lay before the Houſe, no additional duty was laid on 
horſes. of this deſcription. It was impoſſible to do away the buſi- 
neſs of ſurcharges without a complete alteration of the mode of col- 
lecting this part of the revenue. The officer who brought forward 
a ſurcharge had no profit whatever, unleſs where it was completely 
eſtabliſhed. If any vexation were proved, it could only be. done 
away by the removal of the otticer. He faw no other regulation 
which was applicable to the caſe. 
Sir M. W. RIDLEY replied, that the colleQor being entitled 
to half the ſurchage, without being liable to any damages, was led 
to take advantage of the ignorance or the neglect of thoſe whom he 
ſutmnmencd. Theſe charges were ſometimes made after a lapſe of 
eighteen montlis, when it was impoſſible for any man to ſwear what 
horſe he rode on any given day. He knew that a miller had been 
fined ſor having ridden his own horſe to anſwer to one of theſe ſur- 
chages! He thought that a proper remedy would be to enact, that, 
where. ſatisfactury evidence was not given, the officer ſhould be 
charged with the neceſſary expences. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that, from what he could learn on 
this ſuhject, there were mote complaints of inſufficieney in the 
power than of hardſhip in the.maode of collecting the taxes. He had 
it inc contomiplati on, at no diſtant day, to introduce a bill for correct- 
ing the ſtauds in the collection of the revenue; on that ocaſion, if 
the :honowratle-Baronet, or any other gentleman, had any clauſes to 
offer, he il have no objertion:to accept them in the way of re- 
gulation. Ha eo pot agree, however, that any damages ſnould 
bepaidwbpitket officer malcing a ſurcharge. This, if he did it at 
his aiſquics woght be ta take away every motive from the pertorm- = 
ancegf-that wiel was alrcady- -dromed-2n e x 
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The Wen as Weed by Mr. . Pitt » rai then 
read pro forma, received, and ordered to be reported 'to-morrow. 

The Right Honourable DUDLEY RYDER called the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to a ſubject of confiderable importance. ' He ſaid, Mi. 
that for ſome years paſt there had been a conſiderable: ſcarcity of 9 
oak-bark, which was ſo neceſſary in the manufacture of leather. Wit 
During the war, however, in conſequence of the great number of HEM 
trees that were cut down, that ſcarcity was in ſome manner re- | | 
moved; but a diſcovery had been lately made, by which it ap- {ſt 
peared that elm-bark, with certain mixtures, was a very good ſub- 1 
ſtitute for oak- bark. The perſon who made this diſcovery took Hat 
out a patent for his invention. But in order to enable tanners to tit 
derive benefit from this invention, it was neceſſary to repeal ſome 116 
parts of a law paſſed in the reign of James I. Which obliged per- 164 
ſons to uſe certain ſpecific ingredients in the tanning of leather; he 1089 | 
would therefore move for leave to bring in a bill to RI m_ at Wt 
which was ne 4 16 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 1 
Tueſday, March 20. ih | 
Lord HOLLAND moved an addreſs to His Majeſty, the ſab: Lit ' 
fiance of which was, That His Majeſty might be graciouſly pleaſed Ih 
to give directions for laying: befure the Houſe ſueh parts of the cor- |: 
reſpondence between His Majeſty and the Court of Vienna in the 1 


year 1794, as would tend to ſhew whether or not the Court of 
Vienna at that time inſiſted on the Ann of Wann as a N e 
qua non of peace. 

Lord GREN VILLE ſaid, 1 could be happy to aſſent 1 to drip 
motion that could have a tendency to give i: formation to- their 
Lordſhips on any part of the conduct of the Executive Government, 
when that could be done with regularity j but here the Houſe muſt 
ſee it was difficult, indeed he might ſay it was impoſſible, to comply 
with the motion of the noble Lord, becauſe in whatever terms the 
Court of Vienna might have correſponded with His Majeſty c- 
ſpecting the poſſeſſion of Belgium, either in 1994, or at any other 

period, that artiele made only part of, and might refer to Various 
contingencies! in the courſe of correſpondenoes, and might reſer to ſo 
many poſſible events and circumſtanees, that the:whole: cor £ 


dence between the Courts muſt be diſcloſed —— the particular part 
Vol. V. * y 
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which the noble Lord's motion referred to would be intelligible. It 
muſt therefore be obvious to the noble Lord himſelf, that neither 
conſiſtently with the good faith of Sovereign powers towards each 
other, nor under any view of diplomatic propriety, could his motion 
be complied. with. 

_ The queſtion was then put, and the motion was negatived. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tueſday, March 20. 


Sir JOHN SINCLAIR roſe to oppoſe the third reading of 
the Public Offices' Holiday Bill, and reſtated the arguments he had 
urged, on a former evening, againſt the Houſe agreeing to the report 
of the Committee en the bill. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT replicd, that the ſuggeſtions of the Com- 
mittee of Finance had all been moſt carefully attended to in the 
formation of the bill, and he did not doubt but great benefit would 
accrue from its operations. ü 

The bill was read a third time, and paſſed. 

The Houſe went into a Committee on the Cuſtoms Regulation 
Bill; and 
Mr. 'HARRISON thought it would be right, in all cafes of ſu- 
perannuation, to order the perſons appointed to make returns, to 
ſtate the reaſons why officers had been ſuperannuated. This ought 
to be done in as public a manner as poſſible ; for he believed pub- 
lieity would be found to be the beſt ſafeguard againſt abuſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PII T concurred in the propriety of the remark, 
and affured the honourable Member every poſſible atvention would 
be paid to the ſubject alluded to. | 

The report was then ordered to be 0 this ay ſe nnight. 
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Lord MINTO moved, ' that in conſequence 4 a me 
hich appeared in the Morning Chronicle of Monday laſt, the 1 9th 
inſtam, and which: W Lerdibigzas a breach of 

1 


* 


MARCH 21. ] DEBATES. 347 


privilege on that right honourable Houſe, That the Proprietor 
and Printer of the ſaid Paper be brought to the bar of this Houſe 
to-morrow; which was ordered. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wedneſday, March 21. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT having moved the order of the day for 
the farther conſideration of the report of the C on increaſing 
the Aſſeſſed Taxes, 

Mr. HUSSEY faid, he did not wiſh to throw any unneceſſary 
delay i in the way of public buſineſs, by calling for the production of 
papers, which had lately become ſo voluminous in that Houſe, that 
one had ſcarcely time to read them all: but, without ſeeing the 
reſolutions which had paſſed in the Committee of Supply, it was 
impoſſible for him to underſtand, from the printed table laid before 
the Houſe, the nature of the plan propoſed by the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, to which he could neither give his aſſent or a un- 
leſs he ſaw the votes of the Committee. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had no ſort of objeQion to pro- 
duce the votes; but at the ſame time he thought it neceſſary to ob- 
ſerve, that every thing in them was contained in the table which he 
had preſented, and which he had thought a better mode of explain- 
ing his plan than if he had produced each reſolution : but if the 
honourable gentleman had any wiſh to poſtpone the preſent buſineſs 
until theſe reſolutions were laid before the Houſe, he had no objec- 
tion to put it off to another day. He would be glad, however, to 
hear gentlemen then ſtate any doubts they might entertain on 
the ſubject, in order to N him the n of n 

them. 
Mr. BURDON took notice of a part of the table, which ap- 
peared particularly objectionable. It was the four deſeriptions of 
houſes, No. 7, 8, 9, 10, upon which there was to be not only no 
augmentation, but a decreaſe of no leſs than 1 60, oool.; at the ſame 
time a conſiderable increaſe took place on that deſcription of houſes 
which were chiefly occupied by country gentlemen—a claſs of 


perſons the moſt uſeful and VI of which this Ar could 
doaſt. 


Mr. needs PITT ſaid, that, in e to the hands 1 


gentleman's objetction, he would ſtate to the Houſe the principle on 
Yy 2 
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which he Rad bronght forward his plan. In the firſt place, it was 
neceſſary that there ſhould be a ſubſtitute for the Clock and Watch 
Tax; and as that had made a part of the Aſſeſſed Faxes, the faireſt 
way of providing for this ſubſtitute, was that of increafing the 
amount of the aſſeſſments. The juſteſt ratio that could be adopted 
for this purpoſe was that of Jaying an increaſed rate on each houſe, 
in proportion to the number of windows; and when the whole of 
theſe came to be conſolidated, the honourable gentleman would find, 
that in the Propoſed plan there was a fair proportion in the taxes 
from the loweft deſcription of houſes up to the higheſt. This 
made it neceſſary to have that increaſe upon other houſes greater than 
what it had been before, becauſe it was to he progreſſive ; and if, 
inſtead of continuity fo on all deſcriptions of houſes, it came diſpro- 
portionably and abrubtly on houſes of a lower claſs,” it would have 
the effect of eauſing windows to be ſtopped up. It was therefore 
neeeſfary, in ſome of theſe, to have a decreaſe inſtead of an increaſe, 
To uſe an uncommon expreſſion, he would obſerve, that the in- 
tended tax increaſed in a decreafing proportion. As it was impoſ- 
Able to introduce mathematical accuracy into a ſcale of this kind, 
Tome of the proportions were not exactly equal, an it was ne- 
eeffary to avoid fractions. 

Mr. HUSSEY ſaid, it did not appear to him that the Chanel 
lor of the Exchequer had adhered to the plan of increafing by de- 
creaſing... Firſt he increaſed ; and then, in a higher number, he 
fell down to a lower ratio. He ſaw no ſcale for railing 12,000]. 
on inhabited houſes. - As to the reſolutions of the Committee, 
they muſt be ſo voluminous that it would terrify him to read them; 
ſo he did not defire their production, as no other gentleman withed 
to have them laid before the Houle. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT fſaid,- that he, for one, wiſhed to have 
them produced, in order that the honourable gentleman might have 
an opportunity of informing himſelf as fully as poſſible on the ſub- 
ject of them. He did not mean to make the intended increaſe in 
proportion to what the rates upon windows were before; but the 
object of the propoſed conſolidation was to make an uniform ſeale, 
and any other increaſe would omy continue that irregularity which 
_—_ 'exiſted; and caufe, in many inſtances, the ſhutting up 
'of windows. With reſpect to the articles not explained in the table, 
thitofn inhabited houſes aroſe in this manner : there was a duty 
of 6d. upon houſos of 20 windoms; gd. under 30, and Is. under 
446 y chere wüs beſides à duty of 20 per cent.; it was now propoſed 


| to take off imh&'2 &'iperrcents! to increaſe the duties to 81. Is: and 


48693000 This confolidation and increaſe would make POO of 
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12, 8931. ſtated; in the table. That with reſpect to dogs, aroſe 
from making ſome increaſe to prevent fradtions; and: thoſe with re- 
ſpe& to carriages and horſes, aroſe from the ſame: kind of regula- 
tion. He then n that the report be ung which was 
ordere . 

Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS. obſerved, that: 28 4 motion was 
ſhortly to be made on the ſubject of the Slave Trade, he wiſhed 
the Houſe might be in poſſeſſion of the anſwers of the Governors 
of the Weſt-India colonies to an addreſs of that Houſe, which had 
been tranſmitted to them in April laſt, upon the ſubject of the 
Slaves and the Slave Trade. He therefore moved an addreſs to 
His Majeſty, to cauſe the ſame to be laid before the Houſe. 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAs ſaid, he had to lay before the Houſe 
the correſpondence that had been lately moved for, relative to the 


treatment of French priſoners of war. But there were ſome papers 


of a date poſterior to that of the other iſſued by the Houſe, and 
which could not be regularly brought forward without a freſh: order. 
He accordingly. moved for a long firing - of papecs; which were 
afterwards preſented at the bar by perſons from the [Tranſport and 
Sick and Hurt offices. Mr, Dundas then gave notice, that he would 
to- morrow move to have theſe papers referred to a Committee, 
which ſhould make a report upon the ſam. % 


e HOUSE or FOR „ 


. Thurſday, March 2 nd 


i 951} NMUE 


Mr. Bade PRRRVY, the Proprietor, and Mr. 1 a | 


the Printer, of the Morning Chronicle, wrote a letter;t0-RopBRT 
Quarme, Eſquire, Yeoman Uſher of the Black Rod, as ſoon as 


they heard complaint was made of a paragraph inſerted in that 


paper on Monday laſt, the 19th inſtant, ſtating, chat they would 
moſt aſſuredly ſurrender themſelves into his euſtody befote the: ſitting 
of the Houſe this day; and accordingly, at - two. e'clock; the: Gen- 
tleman Uſher,of the Black Rod informed the Houſeg that the ſascd 
parties had ſurrendered themſelves, and were now in cuſtody...» It 
was then ordered that the ſaid James Perry and John Lambert obe 
now called in. And being called: in aecordinghys n nog 10 to 

Lord MINT O moved, that the proceedings of yeſterday be now 


read; which being done, they were informed that tha witneſſes v 15 


had red de the fact of their being the Printer and Froptyray of 
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the Morning Chronicle, Monday, March 19, 1798, and of the 
libel therein contained reflecting on the honour of the Houſe, were 
attending, if they deſired to aſk them any queſtions. They ſeverally 
faid they did not wiſh to put any queſtions to them. 

Then the paper complained of was ſhewn to John Lambert, and 
he was aſked if he was the Printer of it? He ſaid he was. 
Being aſked what he had to ſay in his defence, he faid, © I want 
to expreſs my ſorrow for having unintentionally inſerted a paragraph 
that has offended this Houſe.” And he was then ordered to 
withdraw. 

Then the faid paper was ſhewn to James Perry, and he was 
aſked “if he was the Proprictor of the ſaid Morning Chronicle! 
He faid he was. Being aſked what he had to fay in his defence, he 
faid, ©* I ſubmit myſelf to this moſt honourable Houſe. I am 
ſenſible it is no juſtification, nor even an apolagy for a ſcandalous 
bel, or for a high breach of the privileges of this moſt honourable 
Houſe, that the article complained of was inſerted without the 
knowledge of the Proprietor. 

„ truſt, however, that as it is of the eſſence of a breach of 
privilege that there ſhould be evil intention, that when I declare my 
utter ignorance of the paragraph till complaint was juſtly made of 
it, I may hope for that clemency which is the characteriſtic of the 
dignified and moral juſtice of your Lordſhips.“ 

He was then directed to withdraw. 

Lord MINTO then ſaid, the ſubje& on which he roſe was one 
that muſt ſtrike all their Lordſhips with the ſame horror which he 
felt. The paragraph complained of was an attempt to wound the 
Conſtitution, by deſtroying the dignity of that Houſe. It was an 
attempt by ſquibs and jeſts to render the Houſe ridiculous, to repre- 


ſeat it as uſeleſs, and to ſtrike at the very exiſtence of a Houſe of 


Lords. He might have been the ſubject of many libels and ſneers 
in the newſpapers ; he was not diſpoſed to notice any thing reſpec- 
ting himſelf perſonally ; but fgom whatever motives their Lordſhips 
might paſs over attacks upon them as individuals, they could not 
allow the paragraph now under conſideration to paſs unnoticed. It 
was not a queition upon which they ſhould permit their humanity or 
Uberality to.ipterfere, They were truſtees for the public; as ſuch, 
they were called upon to act, and on this account their humanity was 

at their own diſpoſal. The offence; of the priſoners was not 
confined to this particular paragraph ; upon taking a review of the 
oomluct of the Morning Chronicle, be found it had invariably, for 
a Jong tire, Faiſcd, the, enemies of the country with whom we are 
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at war, and endeavoured to render the friends of the Conſtitution 
contemptible. 

The Duke of LEEDS called Lord Minto to order. His Grace 
ſaid, the Houſe had no right to take a review of the antecedent pa- 
ragraphs in the paper, and to aggravate the preſent offence by that 
which had paſſed unnoticed. The Houſe ſhould confine itſelf 
ſtrictiy to the paragraph before it, and decide upon the fate of the 

iſoners by its tendency alone. 

Lord MINTO proceeded to make his motion. He faid, if the 
Houſe were diſpoſed to look back to very good times, they would 
find examples of great ſeverity, where the Houſe had puniſhed per- 
ſons guilty of a breach of privilege. His intention was not to inflict 
a ſevere pumſhment. 

His Lordſhip then moved, 

« That John Lambert having preſumed to print and publiſh a 
libel on this Houſe in the Morning Chronicle of Menday, March 


19, 1798, is guilty of a high breach of the privileges of this 


Houſe. 

« That James Perry having preſumed to publiſh a libel « on this 
Houſe in the Morning Chronicle of Monday, March 19, 1798, is 
guilty of a high breach of the privileges of this Houſe. 

© That the ſaid John Lambert and James Perry do, for their 
laid offence, pay a fine to His Majeſty of fifty pounds each, and that 
they be committed priſoners to Newgate for the ſpace of three 
months, and until they pay the ſaid fine.“ 

Earl of DERBY expreſſed his ſorrow that any thing ſhould have 
appeared in the newſpapers affecting the dignity. of the Houſe, or 
the ſafety of the Conſtitution, and he more particularly regretted that 
the paragraph in queſtion ſhould have appeared in a paper diſtin- 
guiſhed for its attachment to the Conſtitution, and for avoiding thoſe 


little, dirty, perſonal ſeurrilities contained in the other prints. He 
was proud to ſay he had the honour of Mr. Perry's acquaintance, and . 
he knew that no man was better attached to the Conſtitution, or 


with more zeal laboured in its defence. He objected to the puniſh- 
ment, as being too ſevere, and much beyond what the offence de- 


ſerved. He thought the priſoners ſhould be diſmiſſed, upon re- 
cciving a reprimand at the bar. But as perhaps that would not 
meet the ideas of the majority of their Lordſhips, he would move 
as an amicnEment,! kg the menen be onyx one month inſtead 


| of three,” 1 Þ Siu 


The Duke of BEDFORD choke: ce the Altar this 
Houſe of the 1 4th bf March, 1771, touching a breath of the pri- 


vilege of this Houſe, be now read. The fame was accordingly 
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read by the elerk, and the following reſolutions appear to have been 


adopted: * That William Woogfall, the Printer of the Morning 


Chronicle and London Advertiſer, Friday, March 8, 1 771, having 


preſumped to print paragraphs in the ſaid paper, containing a falſe 
and ſcandalous mifrepreſentation of the judicial proceedings of this 


Houſe, is guilty of a groſs and inſolent breach of the privilege of 
this Houſe ;” and alſo, That the ſaid William Woodfall do, for 
his ſaid offence; pay a fine to His Majeſty of one hundred pounds, 
and'that he be committed priſoner to Newgate for the ſpace of one 


month, and until he pays the ſaid fine.” —[ Vide Journals of the 


Houſe of Lords, vol. 33, folio 114.] 

The Duke of Bedford then moved, that the proceedings of 
this Houſe of May 9, 1770, alſo touching a breach of the pri- 
vilege of this Houſe, be now read. The ſame was accordingly 


read by the clerk, and is as follows: „ That William George 


Edmunds, Printer of the Middleſex Journal, or Chronicle of 
Liberty, from Tueſday, February 6, to Thurſday, February 8, 
1770, having had the inſolence to print an account of the pro- 


ceedings of this Houſe in the ſaid paper, is guilty: of a groſs and 


infolent breach of the privilege of this Houſe :” it was alſo 
« Reſolved, that the ſaid William George Edmunds having with- 
drawn himſelf after notice given him to attend this Houſe, i is guilty 
of an high contempt and of authority of this Houſe :”—and it was 
then: ©© Ordered and adjudged, that the ſaid William George Ed- 
munds do, for his ſaid offences, pay a fine to His Majeſty of one 
hundrgd pounds ſterling ; and that he be committed priſoner to 
_ for the ſpace of one month, and until he pays the ſaid 
——| Vide Lords' Journals, vol. 32, folio 575. 

"His Grace then ſaid, it appeared from their reſolutions that the 
Houſe, for a ſimilar offence, had impriſoned thoſe perſons only one 
month. He argued from thoſe precedents, that the puniſhment in 
the preſent inſtance ſhould not be. more ſevere. He praiſed the 
Morning Chronicle as a conſtitutional paper, as a paper particularly 
anxious to preſerve the due limits of the Conſtitution, and he 
thought it ſhould not be treated with ſeverity, neither did he think 
that ſevere examples were calculated to inſpire eſteem and reſpect 
for the Houſe. He therefore ſeconded the amendment. 

* Viſcount SYDNEY ſaid he ſcarcely could repreſs his feelings on 
the 'occafion. He knew little of newſpapers ;. he never allowed 
any to remain long in his houſe, therefore he had not an opportunity 


of poring over them like others of their Lordſhips ; but he never 
ſaw a pa ragraph of more danger to the Conftitution than the pre- 
ſent. A. this time too it was particularly miſchievous ; ſuch para- 


/ 
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graphs were ade be with no other view. than. to .weaken, the 
attachment of the People to the Conſtitution, by degrading, that 
Houſe: His Lordfhip Fee” the. recent exextions of a, Re- 
verend Prelate in the cauſe of morality; againſ} thoſe, exertians 
this paragraph was, levelled, and he would np rde ths: W | 
motion. 

The Marquis of LAN SDOWN made Come, cho Oy 
the neceſſity of preſerving a due balance in the conduct of their 
Lordſhips, and aſked whether the dignity of the Houſe. would not 
be better ſupported by moderation than by coercion? He well re- 
membered the precedents that had been read. In thoſe; times.con- 
ſiderable animoſity prevailed, and Printers were puniſhed. But an 
increaſed heat of parties, rather than quiet, ſucceeded ; and; their 
Lordſhips finding the error and inefficacy of ſuch , puniſhment, | at 
laſt allowed greater offences to paſs unnoticed. He called the at- 
tention of their Lordſhips to the preſent times, and aſked, whether 
ſeverity was now more likely to repreſs violence than formerly! ? ;In 
his opinion it would only embitter and increaſe. the. ferment. 
Moderation was the moſt prudefſt conduct to purſue. „He. now 
came to the paragraph itſcif. He ſaw no tendency. in it to.cxcite 
notice; it could only derive importance and attract, attention by 
having been made the ſubject of conſideration with. their Lordſhips. 
There was a degree of pertneſs in it certainly, and wit, but not gal- 
culated to do 8 1 275 It made an alluſion to the efforts of a reverend 
Prelate to repreſs immorality. An alarm had been, taken at the 
dangers to the Conſtitution which might be introduced in certain 
ways; but he begged they might recolleR the follies of their young 
days and drop ſeverity. Times had been alluded to when ſevere 
precedents had been ſet : thoſe were bad times, and, he hoped they 
would never be revived. If precedents were wanted in ſuch times, 
it would be found that perſons had been committed three years. for A 
treſpaſs on one of their Lordſhips' manors. He thought, even a 
reprimand would be too ſevere a puniſhment for the paragraph. Ho 
objected to taking any other paragraphs that might have appeared. in 
The Morning Chronicle into conſideration. The ſingle paragraph | 
complained of ſhould be weighed alone i the even ſcales of juſtice. 
He was not acquainted with the Editor Ka any "newſpapers, but he 
occaſionally left his ſtudies to Took into their publications. He took 
The Morning Chronicle, a as well as another on the oppoſite. fide of 
the queſtion ; z and he had always ſcen The Morning bronicle. ſupg 
port the Conſtitution, while he had obſerved a Paper of, ether pole 

tics publiſh groſs libels upon it withi impunity. _ 
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354 PARLIAMENTARY lords. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR felt it his duty to addreſs the 


Houſe on a meaſure of ſo much importance to. the public welfare. 
It depended on that Houſe to juſtify itſelf, and defend the Conſtitu- 
tion. The paragraph had been repreſented as a trifle, as a piece of 
wit. He thought it a very ſerious offence ; the moſt ingenious 
criticiſm would be at a loſs to find any thing in it but flat, inſipid, 


impudent malignity. The Houſe would do well to conſider the 


importance of the attack made upon it, and not allow irs humanity 
to impede its juſtice. He had not the honour 'of knowing Mr. 
Perry, but he knew that the general tendency of his paper was of a 
-miſchievous nature to this country. It muſt be evident to their 
Lordſhips what was the meaning of the paragraph; it did not ſtand 
alone: it was not a ſingular paragraph, unlike thoſe which generally 
appeared in the paper; it was one of a chain of experiment made to 
try what their Lordſhips would bear; and if they paſſed it over in 
ſilence, Mr. Perry might well fay, now let them find fault if they 
dare. His Lordſhip paid many compliments to the Biſhop of 


Durham for his exertions in the cauſe of morality, and coneluded 


by oppoſing the amendment. 

The Duke of NORFOLK ſpoke to the ſame effect as the Duke 
of Bedford and Earl of Derby. 

Lord MINT O replied, and perſiſted in the neceſſity of making 
an Wer er | 

Lord GRENVILLE vindicated the moderation of the Hou: 
on the preſent occaſion. After which the queſtion was put, whether 

three months ſhall ſtand part of the ſaid motion; 


T HH Earl Spencer I Contents 69 
Earl of Derby J Not Contents 11 


| The Houſe then ordered Mr. Perry and Mr. Lambert to be 
committed accordingly, and the following is a copy of the com- 


Wes Dir Fovis, 22 2 Martij, 1798. 


"> Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament 
"0 "{Membled, That John Lambert do, for his ſaid offence, pay 4 
% fine to His Majeſty of 5 0l., and that he be committed priſoner 
to Newgate for the ſpace of three months, and until he pay the 
e aid fine; and that the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod at- 
. renin this Houſe, His Deputy or Deputies, do forthwith convey 


| © tho y of = ou John Lambert to "he yo r of B | 
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« be kept in ſafe cuſtody for the ſpace of three months, and until 
« he pay the faid fine. | 


© GRraRGE Rosx, Cler. Parliament. - 


To Sir ROW" Molyneux, Bart. i181 
“Gentleman Uſher of the Black „„ 
«© Rod attending this Houſe, his | | az ol 
« Deputy or Deputies, and every | 2 
« of them, and to the Keeper of | 3 4 
“% Newgate, his Deputy or De- nh 
“ puties, and every of them. | 1 
| 


ken „Joux King, Keeper of Newgate.” 0 


(The ſame for the commitment of Mr. Perry.) 
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A Lift of the Minority on the above queſtion : 


Duke of Norfolk, Earl of Thanet, j 
— — Leeds, ——- Beſsborough,. j 
——— Bedford, LE ——- T ankerville, f 
Marquis of Lanſdown, —— Egmont, 1 
Earl of Derby, Lord Holland. #8 
——- Suftolk. | 1 | 


The Duke of BEDFORD rofe. It will not, ſaid his Grace, 
require much detail of facts, or a great deal of argument, to prove 
that, in the career which they have purſued, the preſent Miniſters 
have been ſupported by your implicit confidence, and have been un- 
controlled by your interference ; that they have been ſtrengthened 
by every kind of cancurrence which could give energy to their opera- 
tions, and have never, upon any occaſion, been thwarted by an op- 
R poſition on the part of this Houſe, that could obſtruct their ſucceſs 
in the ſyſtem upon which they ated. Whenever you have been called 
upon to inquire, not only into partial meafures, but into the whole 
conduct of Adminiſtration, you have uniformly refuſed that inquiry. 


it They were left at liberty to follow, the. plan which they had em- 
rl braced, and were furniſhed with the moſt ample means to carry it 
er into execution. If, then, in the courſe of what I ſhall ſtate to your 
de Lordſhips, I ſhall be able to ſhow that, notwithſtanding all the 
t- oonfidenoe they enjoyed, notwithſtanding all the means wich which 
ey they were entruſted, much, if not the whole of that galamitous ſtate 
o 


to wkieh: this country is reduced, is owing to the miſeondyR, and to 

th: incapacity of thoſe by whom our affairs have been conducted, 1 

ma have eſtabliſned this point, that, by their exertions, no Dagger 
LT 2 
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can be entertained that we can be reſcued from' our / difficulties, 
and that the motion which I propoſe, is the only remedy for our 
diftrels. 


1 qſhall not at preſent detain you, by i entering into a diſcuſſion of 


the origin and cauſes of the war. It will not, Wer be imper- 
tinent or unreaſonable again to remind you, that prior to the com- 
mencement of the war Miniſters were charged by thoſe who were 
friendly to peace, with purſuing that line of conduct which infallibly 
led to hoſtilities, and that the war was the natural conſequence of 
the policy upon which Miniſters had long acted. My object now 
is, to ſhew you that the only remedy for your calamities is to remove 
the men to whom they are to be aſcribed. So far as regards the 
criminal accufation which the ſubject might ſuggeſt int Minifſ- 
ters, from this for the preſent I ſhall forbear. This ſubject will be 
better ſuited to a moment of calm and of ſafety, when men ſhall be 
able to view their fituation as it really is, and when the abſence 
of danger will orerty us more coolly to enter into the inveitigation 
nal Ty 

With! whatever ſentiments Miniſters may have been ſuppoſed to 
contemplate the proſpect of a war, and whatever means they may 
have employed to prevent it, yet it will be recolleQed that the de- 
claration of war, on the part of the French, was a matter that ex- 


cited the moſt lively joy. They could not conceal their ſatisfaction 


that the French ſeemed to have committed the firſt aggreſſion, and 
farniſhed a pretext for war. It was viewed not as a matter of me- 
Hncholy and regret, but of triumph and exultation. Thoſe, how- 
ever, who thought that greater exertions and a different conduct 
ought to have been employed to prevent a rupture with France, left 
no effort untried to put an end to the evils in which we had been in- 
volved, and as far as poſſible to retard their progreſs. Remonſtrances 
were made againſt the meaſures which Miniſters purſued. © It was 
contended, that by a firm, a manly, and an open conduct, France 
might ſtill be turned to peace, and that the ground of diſpute might 
de removed. Parliament was called upon to declare that this 
country would not interfere in the internal affairs of France; and 
afterwards, when the warlike views of Minifters became more ſyſ- 
ternatic and leſs diſguiſed, Parliament was called upon to addreſs 
His Majeſty tô enter into no treaties with foreign powers, which 
would form ar argument againſt peace, and embarraſs the attain- 
ment of that Object. To this no anſwer was made, but that fince 
we were embarked in the conteſt, it was neceſſary to go on, and that 
every exertion ought to be made to ſtrengthen the coutitry, and ſe- 


cüte ultimate ſucceſs, Again, to remove all „ of 


2 
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the objects and views entertained in the proſecution of the war, 
Parliament was called upon to ſav, that the war was not undertaken 
for the purpoſes of aggrandiſement, but upon the moſt benevolent 
principles of general intereſt, that as the French were then defeated 
and reduced within their own territories, this was the moment to 
come forward with offers of peace. To this it was anſwered, in 
the elation of profperity, that being embarked in the conteſt, we 
ought to perſevere till the exiſting Government af France was re- 
placed by a better ſyſtem, and that the moment of ſueceſs was not 
the moment to ſue for peace. Such was the language with which 
every attempt to oppole the progreſs of the war was reſiſted. Mi- 
niſters, indeed, had not then developed all their ſchemes, and 
avowed all their objects. They had not then mounted their lofty 
war-horſe which they afterwards beſtrode. They did not wiſh to 
alarm the country with too extenſive a plan of warfare, leſt they 
ſhould be diverted from its proſecution, and inclined to peace. They 
withed to lead us on gradually till it was impoſſible to retreat; 
every effort to prevent the progreſs of the warlike ſyſtem was in- 
effectual. At this period the debt incurred was only about ſeven 
millions, and had added an annual charge upon the country of 
250, oool. | 

The next ſeſſion of Parliament opened with a ſpeech from the 
Throne, in which Miniſters (for I take the ſpeech from the Throne 
as the ſpeech of the Miniſter) began to expreſs a different language. 
We were now told that we were engaged in the conteſt not merely 
for the defence of our allies and for repelling aggreſſion, but we were 
embarked in a. conteſt to reſiſt the progreſs of anarehy, impiety, and 
irreligion ; that it was impoſſible to talk of peace till the Monarchy 
of France was reſtored. Now it was that the ſchemes of Miniſ- 
ters were developed now it was that the full extent of their ob- 
jets was avowed — now it was that the moſt frantic projects were 
conceived ; and, in the pride of a momentary ſucceſs, Miniſters 
imagined that they would erect temples and trophies upon the. mu- 
tilated carcaſſes of their enemies. In theſe wild and viſionary ex- 
pectations, however, they were diſappointed.  Buf in the, midſt of 
this deſtructive career, Miniſters were ſupported; by this Houſe. In 
their exterminating projects they were ſupported by your confidence. 
Inflamed with indignation at the atrocities of the enemy, you too 
became unjuſt, and aſſumed the right of that vengeance which. be- 
longs to heaven. A few there were indeed who were not miſled 
by theſe frantic ſchemes, nor blinded, by this miſtaken zeal. Un- 


awed by clamour, undiſturbed by calumny,; they oppoſed the pre- 


ſumptuous boaſts; of the Miniſter. They tried to CHESS rH 
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ment to employ a milder language; to lay aſide that arrogant tone 
which could only ferve to irritate and to inflame animoſity, and to 
declare that no particular form of Government in France would be 


conſidered as an obſtacle to peace. It was contended that, if the 


views of Minifters were directed to the ' conqueſt of France, they 
were fooliſh and chimerical ; and, if intended to ſow internal diſ- 
ſention, they only ſtrengthened the hands and confirmed the power 
of the cxiſting rulers. All theſe exertions, however, were in vain, 
It was ſoon found that new treaties had been formed to extend the 
ſyſtem of war, and to embarraſs the attainment of peace. At the 
clofe of this ſeſſion, the ſame efforts which had been employed to 
put an end to the conteſt were renewed ; reſolutions were propoſed 
in another Houſe to aſcertain what was the real object for which the 
war was purſued. Miniſters, however contended that it was idle, 
and that it was impolitic to ſtate their reaſons at ſuch a moment, 
and afked triumphantly, whether we were to treat in the hour of 
facceſs. Jacobiniſm muſt be deſtroyed, they exclaimed. Never 
can we treat with Jacobins, with thoſe men who have embrued their 
hands in the blood of their Sovereign ; with thoſe men who called 
our King a tyrant, and our Parliament uſurpers. Let us make one 
effort now to deſtroy this monſter ; and if we fail, let us at leaſt die with 
arms in our hands. Here Lord Grenville cried © Hear! hear!”] 
Such was the proud and boaſtful language then employed by Minif- 
ters, and I am glad to find that the noble Secretary ſeems now to re- 
member what on many occaſions he and his colleagues ſeemed to 


have forgotten. In the hour of proſperity indeed their language 
was lofty, and their tone determined. But did they perſevere in 


this temper? Did they diſcover a firmneſs in adverſity correſpond- 


ing to their prefumption in ſucceſs? Look at their conduct the 
next year, and ſee how theſe pretenſions o ere juſtified, The ſeſſion 


then cloſed, and if peace had then been obtained, we ſhould not 
have experienced the financial Gifliculties under which we have 
ſinee laboured, nor have to dread thoſe with which we are threatened. 
The ſum then addeg to the capital of our debt was about 22 mil- 
hons, and the annual amount of taxes one million. 


Next ſeſſion the ſentiments of the people had undergone a conſi- 


derable change. The proſpects held out to them had been diſap- 
pointed. The appearance of a war of extermination now threatened 
them, when it was doubtful which party would be its victim. 
When the French were to be the objects of it, the proſpect ws 
pleafing ; but its aſpect was changed when it turned againſt our- 


ſelves. But not merely out of doors: but in Parliament itſelf this 


change had taken place. It was tleceſſaty therefore to uſe ſome 
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management with thoſe with whom the war was by no means fo 
popular. The diſtraction of the French Republic, the diſorder and 
approaching ruin of her finances, the cauſe of religion and ſocial ' 
order, were inſiſted upon. Still, however, the deſire of peace gained 
ground. In the Houſe of Commons, thoſe who had uniformly 
exerted themſelves for the reſtoration of peace, made new attempts 
to pave the way for that object. Upon this occaſion Miniſters 
moved an amendment, in which it was ſaid that we were „ deter- 
mined to perſevsre in the conteſt till ſuch a government was eſta- 
bliſhed in France as might be able to maintain the accuſtomed rela- 
tions of peace and amity.” Not a word was ſaid to explain when ſuch 
a Government was to be expected, or in what it would be allowed to 
conſiſt, It was contended therefore by thoſe who were friendly to 
peace, that it was necef{ary to abandon that ſyſtem which led to ex- 
termination, and to treat at a time when, if unſucceſsful, we 
were able to continue the war with vigour. Will you treat under 
the difficulties you now ſuffer ? it was ſaid. Will you throw this 
country at the feet of France, and recognize French ſuperiority. !— 
No, it was replied, we will not recognize the ſuperiority of France, 
but we will prove that we diſtruſt the capacity of thoſe who have 
involved us in our preſent difficulties. Will you treat with the 
Republic of France? (it was contended), and acknowledge that 
your King and Parliament are unfit to govern you? Will you 
agree to the ſurrender of thoſe places which it has ever been conſi- 
dered impoſſible for the French to hold with ſafety to this country 
Will you give up your Weſt-India Iſlands, and ſurrender your com- 
mercial advantages? We were told, too, that the finances of France 
were exhauſted, that it was impoſſible ſhe could maintain the 
conteſt, and that our perſeverance would be ultimately ſucceſsful. 
How falſe theſe financial ſpeculations were, we have ſince experi- 
enced. Amidſt all theſe topics, however, the lofty tone of Miniſ- 
ters was ſoftened. They were afraid their places might be endan- 
gered, if they perſiſted in aſſerting the unqualified objections to the 
Government of France, which they had formerly urged. Their 
lofty ſpirit fell as their difficulties increaſed ; their conceſſions ad- 
vanced in proportion as their embarraſſments thickened ;; they were 
willing to concede, but their conceſſion was of no advantage to 
their country. - Their original tone were too high; and in their 
gradually deſcending ſcale they ſtill were too high for the oceaſion 
on which conceſſion was required; they encouraged the demands 
of the enemy, becauſe the enemy knew that Minifters would ulti- 
mately accede to their demand. In this way conceſſion only pro- 
. duced diſgrace, without promoting conciliation. Inrthe, beginning 
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of vert ſalſton, e ware teld in, the Ipcech from the, Throne that 
the: internal-{ituation, of France had at laſt led to à criſis s which 
might lead to events. wh: ich, none could. yet, foreſce, and that His 
Mazeſty, in cafe. the reſult ſhould. be. favourable, would ,mect over- 
tures of peace from France. Thoſe who had uniformly promoted 
pacifie meaſures, now urged the propriety of making an effort with. 
our delay for, the concluſion of peace. Miniſſers renewed their 
former. objeRiqns, and the aſſignats of France afforded. ample. mat. 
ter: of ſpeculation on the ruin of the finances. Miniſters, however, 
did not ait long for that trial of the new order of things i in France, 
which at firſt, they had deemed ſo neceſſary.  , I do not know that 
thoſe. ho had preſſed the neceſſity of peace could claim, any merit 
for tho ſpeedy. reſulution which Miniſters announced of opening the 
way for negotiation. Many have doubted the propriety of the ſteps 
they took fox the purpoſe, and many have ſuſpected that they were 
not ſincere . It vas thought proper to make ſome advances, to nego- 
tiation by a note from Mr. Wickham to Bartheligpi, the F. rench 
Enyoy, at Baſle. I have ever thought that this was, tha coutſe che 
leaſi likely: to be attended with, ſucceſs which could have been em- 
ployed. This opinion I have heard avowed. in, copyerſation, by 
wen of all parties, although I could not prevail, upon them to ex- 
preſs the ſame ſentiments in this Houſe. If they were really fin- 
gere, it ſurely would have been prudent in thoſe, Who, for years bad 
employed the moſt offenſive language againſt the F rench, to have 
been particularly careful not to diſoblige by the very mode which 
they. pretended. to follow. for conciliation. The fate of. that applica- 
tion is well-known, and its true object was strongly ſuſpected to 


have been meraly to ſatisfy the , prevailing - incligation, for peace. 


Lock at the eireumſtances and conduct of the firſt, _negotiat] on of. 
Lord Malmeſbury. I ſhall not go at length ing; a | topic, ſo, often, 
diſeuſſed. If, Miniſters, contrary to every appearance, were, ſin-, 
ceretupon that occaſion, muſt they mot have been the angſt incapable, 

Adminiration, that ever exiſted, . to adopt: the courſe. which they, 
purſued. ? There was nothing, canciliating i in its beginnigg. or in ts, 
pragreſs a,. .Eyery ground of ſuſpiciqn, was given. to the enemy againft. 

the fincority.of Miniſters. A Miniſter, was ſent, with e to con- 
clude and, ngt to. treat, and ta treat: for the. Emperor wich 20ut.. autho-, 
TI Upon this ſuhject it; has been vainly. Pe Li to obtain thoſe, 
degumants:which develope the true, flate of ſome, very important, 
points f.: negotigtion. al 2 theſe documents are Ic 
entitled toi gonelude y Contain ngthing, 10 
the. .demand of. E AS, a, ine qua non 
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ſtanding the original pretences from which the war was ſaid to be 
undertaken, to give protection to the oppreſſed, to check the career 
of mad ambition, and to defend property, what were the terms on 
which we propoſed to conclude a peace? All the great powers were 
to be benefited at the expence of the ſmaller. While Poland was 
allowed to be divided without a remonſtrance, new ſchemes of par- 
tition were deviſed by thoſe who pretended to have interfered for the 
protection of the weak, and for the intereſt of all. France was to 


have retained ſome of her conqueſts. The Emperor was to have 


received compenſations for his loſſes, and the Dutch ſettlements in 


the Eaſt were to be the portion of Great Britain. Upon this ocea- 


ſion Belgium, as a ſine qua non, was not to remain with Franee. 
Upon this point, Lord Mal meſbury's firſt negotiation was broken 
off; while many thought, that conſidering the importance of peace 
to this country, Miniſters ought to have made that ceſſion as the 
means of obtaining peace. How much more neceſſary would it 
have appeared to give up Belgium, had our financial ſituation then 
been aſcertained ; had it been known that the Bank was in danger 
of ſtopping payment; and what can be thought of thoſe, who 
warned of the danger, ſtill perſevered in the meaſures by which 
its ſolidity was ſhaken? The ſine qua nen of Belgium, however, 


was inſiſted upon; and after many millions M ſquandered in ſup- 


port of our pretenſions, i it was at laſt found nn that any nen 


be dropped. 


If ſincere jn the next attempt, ſurely it was not greatly in the 
ſpirit of conciliation, or with probability of ſucceſs, that the noble 
Lord who had falled in the firſt miſſion ſhould again be choſen as 
the negotiator. I do not queſtion the talents of the noble Lord, 


but J cannot help thinking that the circumſtances of his former ne- 


gotiation placed him in a ſituation of prejudice which no other per- 
ſon would have had to encounter. Without going into the eir- 
cumſtances of this negotiation, I ſhall only remind you of the efforts 


which were made laſt ſeſſion to prevail upon you to reſort to attain 


that peace which the preſent Miniſters had in vain endeavoured to 
obtain. The haughty demeanour which they had obſerved, the 
irritating condut they had purſued, diſqualified them for acting the 
part of conciliation with any credit for ſincerity, or any chance of 
ſucceſs. The inſolence which they had diſplayed in'ptoſperity was 

not followed by firmneſs in adverſity ; and their conceſſions, though 

never calculared to procure peace, betrayed them to the enemy as 

weak and wavering ſtateſmen, from whom every coneeſſion might” 
ultimately be obtained. When fuch was the charaQter of — 
and fuch the light in which they were viewed by be ene g; how. 
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could it be expected that _ would be the reſult. 0 their hollow 
negotiations? 


At the end of five years of war 8 let me call the attention of 


the Houſe to the ſituation in which we ſtood at the conteſt, and that 
which we now hold. We began the war in conjundtion with the 
greateſt eonfederaey ever known in Europe, and we are now Without 
à ſingle ally but Portugal ! It was then ſaid what would be our 
ſituation, obliged to wage war alone with France, at peace with the 
other nations of Europe? How favourable a ſituation this, my 
Lords, to that in which we now ſtand! We ſhould have entered 
upon the conteſt with ample reſources, and in the worſt event, ve 
fhould have ſeen at ſome years diſtance that calamity we now expe- 
rience. Notwithſtanding all the expence which the war has heaped 
upon us, we ſee not a ſingle effort exerted in vigorous attack. We 
are reduced to a ſtate of inert ſelf-defence. What hope of ſucceſ 
havSwe in protradted war? What proſpect have we of its termi- 
nation ? What proſpe have we to cheer our gloom, or to compen- 
fate for our ſacrifices? Our exertions, my Lords, under, the au- 
ſpices of the preſent Miniſters, are as hopeleſs as they are incal- 
culable. I know, my Lords, that the ſubject of finance is irk- 
ſome to you. But Jet me intreat you to conſider the magnitude 
of the debt under which this country now labours. T he annual 
charge entailed upon this country in the courſe of a few ycars war, 
is equal to the amount of the debt at the time when the preſent 
Miniſters came into power. Without mentioning. the different 
corps of ſupplementary cavalry, &c. which had been raiſed at a great 


Expence to the country, the permanent debt of the nation was dou- 


bled in the ſhort ſpace of five years. Can you think, then, that no 
blame can attach to the men who have ſquandered ſo profuſely the 
reſourees of the nation without fruit or adyantage? Do you think 
that the review of what we were and what we are now, what we 
have ſpent and what we have gained, or rather loſt, affords no 
proof uf the incapacity of the preſent Miniſters ; and that under 
their auſpices you can have any hope that your affairs will be con- 
ducted: with ability and ſucceſs? 
While ue contemplate from wits a ſituation of affairs (0 


afflicting, there is nothing in our internal Rate to afford us any con- 


ſolation: While our burdens have increaſed, our privileges have 
tbeenabridged:: We are now living under laws which are repug- 
mant to the beſt principles vhich our anceſtors laboured to eſtabliſh. 
But therd is another topic which this review ſuggeſts, on which 
know not hot to ſpeak· Conſider, my Lords, the ſituation of Ire- 
land at che preſent moment. It has been ſaid that vou ought nat 


\ 
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to interfere in the affairs of Ireland. But do not the Miniſters of 
this country interfere in the affairs of Ireland? Do not the Mi- 
niſters of this country, by the ſyſtem which ghey ſpubluc; alienate 
from you the affections of the ſiſter kingdom! "7 Y Lords, were 1 
to enter into a detail of the atrocitics which have been committed in 
Ireland, the picture would appal the ſtouteſt heart. It could be 
proved that the moſt ſtacking atrocities have been perpetrated; but, 
indeed, what could be expected if men, kept in ftria diſcipline, 
were all at once allowed to give looſe to their fury and their paſ- 
ions? To the military, then, I do not impute the blame, but to 
thoſe by whom their exceſſes have been permitted and encouraged. 
Certain it is, that two diftint and oppoſite orders have been iſſued 
for regulating the conduct of the military; one by which they were 
allowed to act without the authority of the civil power; and the 
other, by which they are reſtrained from acting without that autho- 
rity. It is known that regiments have publiſhed: declarations, in 
which they ſtate that certain perſons ſhall find, before they are deli- 
vered into the hands of the civil power, that ſuch a regiment is not 
to be trifled with. Theſe inſulting proceedings, too, are ſanctioned 
by the countenance of Government. What then muſt be the fatal 
conſequences of theſe meaſures, it not checked by the introduction of 
a more conciliating ſyſtem ; and what proſpect is there that con- 
ciliation will ever be employed with ſucceſs by men who have 
looſened by their miſconduct the bonds which unite Great Britain 
and the ſiſter kingdom? | 

] thiak that I have faid enough to fy that you are; now called 
upon to addrefs His Majeſty for the diſmiſſal of his preſent Miniſ- 
ters. I am curious to hear what arguments will be employed to 
prove that the preſent Miniſters are the men in the kingdom the beſt 
qualified for the offices they hold. They have been often warned 
of the miſehiefs with which their meaſures were pregnant. They 
have laughed at all advice, and have perſevered in their own ſyſtem 
with an obſtinacy equalled only by the calamities which it has pra- 
duced, But it may be ſaid their intention was good. Admitting 
that this were the caſe, how has it happened that every act they 
have performed has tended not to raiſe, but to diſgrace the eouhtry ? 
Perhaps, too, it may be contended, that they are theoaty men qua- 
lifted for the ſtatiuns they-ocoupy.. They may arrogantly maintain 
that they are the only men whoſe lovnlty and integrity are beyond 
doubt. I will de bold to aſſert however, that in this and the 
other Fiouſe of Parliament there is a ſufficient! number iofi menu 
Brea talents and fair character to form a Gabinet capable O cn 
dating: theraffairs of this country With nn Wall 
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Vuntſterv deny this to be the caſe ? Perhaps, however, the arrogant 
language which ſome of His Majeſty's Miniſters have field may be 
fippoſed to zmuhe to. thoſe with whom I act; for I feateely think 
that 1 mall“ be Vonffdered as à candidate for offfec; or as holding 
myfelf out as, qualified for High public ſituations- Thoſe perſons, 
then, wich whom it is my honour and pride to act, are they againſt 
Conti" tlieſe fulpicions are infinuated.” I aſk; then, what is there 
in their eohdudt'to juſtify the charge, or to ſupport ſo arrogant a 
Pretenſion? Wbo is the man 'whd may be conſidered a candidate 
for office? Is it not the man of compliant diſpoftion who will de- 
ſcend to every artifice to gain power, who court majorities men 
bold and ptefumptuous in ſucceſs, weak and ſubmiſſive- in danger? 
Have we defetted the principles we have profeſſed; have we by 
every fawning art courted the favour of majorities ;' have we aban- 
doried the uniform line of conduct upon which we have ated ? 
Let the e judge, then, who are the candidates for office and the 
"worſhippers of power. If it be ground of apprehenſion and of 
Jenloußy that we have never abandoned our prineiples and belied 
our profelfiotis, then we may have juſtly incurred ſuch ſuſpicion. 
We have ſuid, and fill maintain, that a Reform in Parliament is 
neceſſary to- infuſe new vigour into the Confſtitution—to control 
 theiover-prown Influence of the 'Crown—to *cheek the power of 
the Ariſtocracy — to check that enormous Influence which the Mi- 
nmiſter has Yerived by the creation of er ben Peers are fent to 
this Houſe'by dozen — non on 


Here the Duke of Bedford was called to order by e 


Faueonbetg. The Duke of Bedford ſaid, that if he was out of 
order, the noble Lord ſhould take down wp _— _ febmit 
them to the Houſe as diſorderly]: 

erhe Duke of Bedford peceded.— was r my Lords, 

that 1 wiſhed for a Reform in Parliament to check the influence 

of the Crown and the power of the Ariſtoeracy. ſay nothing, 
my Lords, injurious to the character of thoſe who are elevated to 

"the Peerage: They are men of talents; of conſideration, and pro- 

| * perty; but if all the men of this deſeription are ſelected by the 

' Name, and ſent up to this Houſe, the independence of the Houſe 

of Commons muſt ultimately be affected. If no country gentle- 

men of wealth and confideration remain, Miniſters will naturally 

10 ure the command of every election, and ſupported as they are 
41 all the influenet which tlie overgrown revenue of this country 

Wmutt every where throw into their hands. I conſefs, my Lords, 

Therefore, at feeing theſe things; I am an advocate for reform, 

and if that be the MIR which is held out again thoſe with 
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vhom I have h as, It is an deres ben * 
ſhall never ſhrink - f 2175s 21H to nd dite ogeuuans 

This ſubjeR; leads me. to aſs — which I ean gnly hope, 
from your indulgence, to be heard for a. few, minutes. When 1 had 
the honour to give notice of this motion the ſecond time, the noble 
Secretary of State/remarked. that the importance, in, which. it ſeemed 
to be held by myſelf, juſti fied the, Houſe. in .rejeQing it when, firſt 
announced, and was plęaſed likewiſe to make ſome remarks upon 
my abſenting myſelf from this Houſe. With regard to the motion, 
I was ſatisfied, from the temper of the Houſe in rejecting the mo- 
tion which I made for delaying the propoſed adjournment, that 
there was very little chance of its ſueceſs; and in making it at all, 
J rather eomplied with the wiſh of ſome of my friends, than ated 
on my on conviction of the utility of ſuch a motion. As to my 
| abſence from this Houſe, I am ſtill of opinion that my. attendance 
here can be of very little advantage; but whenever my exertions 
are likely to be of any ſervice, they ſhall be renewed. Upon the 
aſſeſſed tax I came forward and ſtated my objections, but without 
ſucceſs. - When the expedients to which the Miniſter is, driven 
for raiſing money prove that we are near the end of our reſources, 
ſurely you cannot be fo improvident as to commit their application 
to the ſame hands by which they have been ſo eke Wund- 

dered. 

Aſter the fon 3 which 1 — to-night. heen, Fnflicted 
upon the Proprietor. and Printer of a newſpaper, it may not be un- 
fair to complain of the foul calumnies which are heaped by the un- 
derlings, or, I know not how to call them, of Government, upon 

every man who oppoſes the meaſures. of Adminiſtration. The 
baſeſt aſperſions and the moſt ſeandalous inſinuations are laviſhed 
0” all wh venture to difſent from the meaſures or opinion of 
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as if thoſe — employ it enplalered, 9 too ſcantily paid by 
1 ſuperiors, and endeavoured to make up for it by currying favour 
vith their xeaders by the grofineſs of their falſchoods and, ſeurrili- 
ties. We have been charged with inflaming the people by. our 
ſpeeclies againſt the Government, and with being, hoſtile, to the 
true prineiples of the Conſtitution. & 75 may be. faid, that, we qught 
_— to regard theſe 'calumnies, and, ought, to perſevere... in doing our 

| Y. It. becomes a queſtion, hqwever, what, is our duty, Such 
ae calumnies certainly , ought to, be treated x ich, contempt. 
II, however, inſtead of xefifting, the encroachments,of the, Miniſter, 
our * nceeshe ae other effet but n Gachog, ys Abulns,, and 
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teach the people to believe that they have no alternative but to 
chuſe between the preſent Miniſters and thoſe with whom I act, I 
ſhould | confider that attendance as not only nugatory but  miſ- 
chievous. If, ſuch, however, be the alternative which Miniſters 
chuſe to hold out, it becomes our duty to prove that the calumny is 
1 founded. By withdrawing the attention of the country from us, 
and fixing it upon Miniſters, we are deſirous that they ſhould reflect 


that no evil can be greater than the continugnce of the preſent Mi- 


niſters in office; then they will find men able to conduct their 
affairs, men fitted to conciliate. Ireland, to obtain peace, men in 
whom the, French will have no title to think conceſſion is weak- 
neſs. When we hold a Reform in Parliament to be neceflary, we 
know that this meaſure is very unfavourably received_by the ma- 
jority. We are convinced, however, that without this the country 
can never be placed upon a good footing. We ſtand. pledged to 
take no ſhare in any Adminiſtration, in which this is not a leading 
object. In ſaying this, however, I am ready to confeſs that there arc 
ſome meaſures which appear to me to be more immediately neceſſary 
than Parliamentary Reform—a peace with France, the conciliation 
of Ireland with the queſtion of Catholic emancipation, and Parlia- 
mentary Reform in that country. While I admit this, however, I 
hold a Parliamentary Reform eſſential to the ſalvation of the State. 

With theſe ſentiments I declare, that I ſhall never make one of 
any Adminiſtration with which- Parliamentary Reform 1s not a lead- 
ing object. This I ſay merely in anſwer to the charge of being a 
candidate for. office, for I ſhould be aſhamed to talk of myſelf as fit 
for any office in any other view. Upon this ſubjeR I likewiſe de- 
clare, that the ſpecific plan propoſed laſt year in another place has 
my concurrence, I will ſay farther, that without a peace with 
France, without conciliation with Ireland, Parliamentary Reform 
coyld be of n no. advantage to the country; while the latter is neceſ- 
ſary, to ſecure and to improve the benefits of the former. There 
may be men of talents and integrity perfectly well qualified for the 
firſt offices of the State who would not conſider Parliamentary Re- 
form-as. a neoeſſary ingredient in their ſyſtem. Such men I ſhould 
congratulate upon their boldneſs, , in. undertaking. the conduct of 
public affairs upon ſuch. terms. So long, however, as they acted 
for the public advantage, they ſhould have my ſupport, though L 
ſhould teſerve to myſelf. the right of bringing forward} the queſtion 
oh, Parliamentary Reform whenever the proper moment arrived. 


Hue the calumniator 10 which. I have alluded, not, latisfied with 
theſe e alſo dared to inſinuate that Lam not zwerſe to 


the. ſocceſß * F. PP. in their, defigns - againſt this county. 


DEBATES. 


Much as I deſpiſe the authors of theſe attacks, I think it neceſſary 
to repel calumnies ſo groſs. I cannot help conſidering it as a diſ- 
advantage to this country to hold out to the enemy, that on landing. 
here they would find ſupporters. Yet ſuch are the falſchoods which 
theſe calumniators aſſert, ſuch are the means by which they encou- 
rage the French to make the attempt. After they have by their 
own lies induced the enemy to judge unfavourably of the temper of 
many people here, they turn round and impute the blame of encou- 
ragement to thoſe againſt whom they forge the original calumn-, and 
aſcribe to us thoſe impreſſions of the enemy which they have occa- 
honed. But in caſe of invaſion, who would be the men from 
whom the Directory might flatter themſelves with aſſiſtance ? 
Would it not be from thoſe mean ſycophants of power who follow 


every change, who have alternately been the creatures of eyery one in 
authority, and whoſe loyalty 
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« Is the blind inſtinct that crouches to the rod, 
And licks the ſoot that treads it in the duſt ? 


Every man in the country muſt know, that if the French were to 
ſucceed, we ſhould be the moſt degraded and abſolute ſlaves that 
ever exiſted. No man can believe that thoſe who oppoſe Adminif- 
tration could for a moment abet the deſigns of an invading enemy. 
What then can we think of Miniſters, when we fee them encourag- 
ing theſe baſe calumnies? What ſhall we think, when we ſee 
them holding out a perſon whom no man could ſuſpect of difloy alty 
to his Sovereign, or treachery to his couniry, as unfit to be truſted 
with arms for their defence: Of this ſubject, however, it would 
be irregular to ſay more on the prefent occafion, as it would more 
naturally form a ſeparate conſideration. Yet ſuch calumnies as 
this did the creatures of Miniſters induſtrioufly propagate, and I 
mention them only to ſhew that no man can take any ſhare in op- 
poſition to the meaſures of Adminiſtration, without being in this 
manner ſtigmatized. For my own part, though I never ſhall con- 
tribute to preſerve His Majeſty's preſent Minifters in office, I will 
exert every effort in repelling invaſion from our coaſts. I ſhall 
wait only my Sovereign's command to take arms to defend my 

country, anxious to mingle in the hotteſt of the battle. "Though I 
conceive there can be no more decided enemy to his King and, 
Country than the preſent Miniſter, II. ould ſuſpend all difference 
of opinion till the hoſtile attack was repelled. 
ſhould return wich the ſame abhorrence of his principles and det "i 
tation of his conduct, and vow eternal enmity to his $ ſyſtem. If ever 
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Then, however, 2 


[ contract 1 withany Adfiiniſtration * upon any other 


i 
1 


y 
p.; 


ES — 


—— 
— —— Care Pot tre et 


—— 
3 


— 


— — 
— 2 . — == — 
DS ———_——D©— —ů—— — 
0 — Iv9 — Y #544 


— —— 


5 
N 
90 
bit: 
Ap 
"4 
if 
10 
1 
. 


+ 

þ 
; 
i 
l 
: 
9 
* 


_— 
r 


9 + 2 £256 


— — * 
Gd — 7: 


8 2 
. 
S 
** N — 


3 


wry” nj 


* 


368 PARLI. [Lords 


baſis bir; a which I have Geſeribed; or join any ſet of men v 
3 different ben theſe I have 2 = 


his curſes on my apoſtate head! 

His Grace then Sn 

b *© That an humble addreſs be preſented to His Majeſty, moi | 
humbly to repreſent, that, from the commencement of the war to 
the preſent moment, His Majeſty's Miniſters haye had all the ad- 
vantages which could be derived from the entire confidence and ſup- 
port of Parliament ; that this confidence and ſupport have given 
them the unlimited command and diſpoſal of the power and revenue 
of theſe kingdoms ; that with means profuſely furniſhed to obtain 
ſuoceſs, the Councils which have had the giredian of this power, 
and the application of theſe reſources, have been attended with no 


effect but to exalt France to her preſent formidable greatneſs, and 


in the ſame tion to impair the relative ſituation of Great Bri- 
tain, to expoſe her, with reduced ſtrength and di miniſhed reſources, 
to all thoſe dangers which it was alledged could be averted only by 
an carly: and ſucceſsful combination to reſiſt the principles, as well 
as the power, of the French Government; and after an unavailing 
Expence of blood and treaſure, to compel\His Mijeſty's Miniſters to 
open a negotiation for peace, by a total d elicton of all the princi- 
ples on which the war was faid to be unav idable, and by | ſubmitting 
to abandon thoſe ſafeguards and defences whith, in the early period 
of hoftilities, were inſiſted on as abſolutely indilpenlable to the ſe 
2 of theſe kingdoms. ' | 
That, without looking back to the cauſes of the war, or in- 
quiring whether it might, or might not, have been avoided, and re- 
ſerving for another moment all conſideration of che charges which 
may hereafter be brought againſt thoſe perſons who originally adviſed 
His Majeſty not to acknowledge the Republic of France, nor to 
| liften-to any terms of accommodation, we think it our duty 
humbly to lay before His Majeſty the ſituation i in which we are e now. 
placed. 
We are awed by the reſult of the war iel, and aſtoniſhed at 
the concluſion drawn from it by His Majeſty's Miniſters, who, with 
all che means of vigorous attack, have reduced us to à ſtate of pre- 


fame Councils which have proved fo incompetent in proſperity ' 10 
Ss, advantage the affairs of the nation, the heſt means are to, 
e . 

HET 23 u e 


3 


indignation of my country purſue we, and may 9 pour 


carious defence, yet fill have the confidence to allert, that in the 


y and Aiftrefs, 


Mancn 22. | 
* 


„ That this Heut, . every Member of it, is 
vide for a viggrous defence of the country, and wilt 0 1 got 
any perfonal difficulty or danger that may : attend the Ow, th; 125 8 * 
ANF: "that whatever differencts may exift with d regart 10 t 
principles and policy of our internal "Government, we A are edcierm Tap 
and unanimous in our reſolution to refit all foreign interference. 
But, inſtructed as we are by a long ſeries of events and correQed by 
experience, we arc bound by our duty, and compelled b by neceſſity, 
to ſubmit to His Majeſty our humble opinion, that the ſituation of 
the country is too critical, and the dangers that ſurround it are too 
ſeriotis, to admit of any farther trial Th the ſame Councils which 
have conſtantly failed, or of the ſame perſons for whole e continuance 
in office, notwithſtanding the heavy and unanſwerable charges which 
have been brought againſt them, even themſelves have nothing to 
plead but a feeble unavailing rectitude of i intention conſtantly, over= 
powered by the ſuperior policy and vigour of the enemy, or a pre- 
tended pectin equally falſe and malignant, of tf deſig igns and 
principles of thoſe whom His Majeſty might appoint | to ſucceed them 
in the adminiſtration. of public affairs—as if in che preſent Ca- 
binet were to be found the only efficient perſons, whoſe Toys yalty 
and attachment to the Conſtitution were free from all, fu W 
and doubt 2 
cr That, lamenting as we do, tlie failure of the late negotiations 
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for | ce, we  beſcech His Ma jeſty ſeriouſly to reflect, 9 when } 
con uſted by "his pteſent Miniſters, there could be any, reaſonable f 
hope of their Wesel. We have not forgotten thei haughty and j 


ſupercilious rejection of all offers of accommodation previous, to the 
commencement of hoſtilities ; and we too well remember the terms 
of inveterate, and irreconcileable enimity on which the conteſt was 
placed at the outſet, and on which it has ever fince been condbifted,” 

to hope for 257 conciliatory diſpoſition between the enemy and the 
original adviſers of the war—we cannot be ſurpriſed that any overs, 
ture which 'may now be a made by His Majeſty's Minifters, | alter 
having vilfauy neglecded or ioſolendy refuſed | every favourable. 
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00.91 the foundations of our importance and power in Europe are 
ne ecarious and uncertain. To extricate us from ſuch dif. 


Fe tics, nn, much fortitude and wiſdom; fox theſe: qualities | 


we cannot oo o His Majeſty”: $ preſent Weng ; under them we 
ka hope f for : a ſucceſsful proſecution of the war, ſtill leſs for the 
concluſion of a ſccure and equitable peace. 

We therefore ſubmit this our humble . to His 
Majefty, truſtipg that His Majeſty will ſee,, as we do, the urgent 


and indiſpenſable neceſſity of employing other perſons, and of adopt- 
ing other Councils.” 


Lord BORING DON roſe, he aid, 2 to take me earlieſt oppor- 
funity of entering his proteſt againſt the adoption of a, propoſition 
5 with danger in the preſent, cireumſtances of the country. 

e could not help obſerving, that the noble duke, in his various 
and complicated ſtatements, carefully abſtained from comparing the 
preſent fituation of Great Britain with that of other countries, as 
in that caſe the comparatively proſperous and happy fituation of the 
former muſt be apparent, But the noble Duke was too well aware 
of the effects « of ſuch an impreſſion againſt the general tener of. his 
argument. The people of this country would thenfeel a particular 


ing the dignified fituation in which their country ſtood in the eſtima- 
tion of the civilized world; they muſt then ſee the effects of French 
gar on. ſev cral powers in Europe let them caſt their eyes on 
e tuation of the once independent Spaniſh Monarchy let them 
behold the condition of the Maritime Neutral Powers of ſubju- 


5 Itly—and, above all, of the real ſtate of France itſclf— 


1 ey alſo latterly involved in the general calamity; s let 
XAT of B Britain conſider the ſtate to which all thoſe; powers are 
rec Juce 


d, compare | it with their own, though 164 millions 


Ne Decca be added to their national debt, and vigour and 


frength, unprecedented in the annals of the country. With reſpect 
n of the war, though the noble Duke profeſſed to abſtain/ 

rom it, Te et at was referred to in almoſt EXETY; Int. of. his ſpeech, 
ah ile authors of 1 it pretty plainly inſirivated. , owever, he deemed 


_ that queſtion completely decided (if it had not been determined be- 
fore), by a, publication which not long ſince reached this country, as 


0 work m mult kes, ihe doubt upon the ſupject. The. . | 
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Aigle ſurveying the unrivaled bleſſings they enjoy, and of behold- 
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pervaded all wirs; that advantages mould be taken of « oppof ar- 
ties and opinions in the enemy's country. Did not Lovis 8 

and England and Auftria, act reciprocally on that e in the 
war relative to the fuccefſion to the Spaniſh Monarchy ? What re- 


peated ſuccours did not the French Kings ſend to the adherents of 


James II. and the pretender, in theſe kingdoms ? ? 
That we were not fighting againſt any particular form of Govern- 
mentin France, he would quote the authority of one of the warmeſt 
Republicans i in that country, (Tallien), who, when he was Commiſ- 
fioner in one of the Weſtern diftrits, addreſſed a paper to the 
French nation; wherein, ſpeaking of England, he lacy «Tt is 
«not againft a Republic England is fighting, it is againſt France 5 
« and If France eftabliſhed a Monarchy to- morrow, England would 
fight for a Republic.“ So it was plain, that the principle of the 
war, on the part of this country againſt France, was not againſt an 
particular form of Government ſhe might chooſe to adopt, but 8e 
her over-weening arrogance, and thirſt for univerſal dominion— 
which has produced fuch calamitous effects in Europe already. e 
Reſpecting what had been faid of Ireland, he would aſk, how 
was it certain that a ſyſtem of concillation, as it was called, would 
ſucceed in that country ?* He had his doubts on that poin nt. What 
effect could propofitions from this country Have upon men, who de- 
clared they would liſten to nothing but what came from themſelves? 
The adoption of many of the meafures' ſuggeſted would be attended 
with no effect: befides, the detail of the atrocities, as they were 
called by the noble Duke, he believed, was much exa erated; and 
it plainly apptated, that much of what was ſtated in that li ght by 
t 


„„ 


a noble Lord in that Houfe laſt November, was wifoli unded. 80% 


reſpe& to tlie charze of Miniſters Wicing to deſpoliate the leſſer 
powers of Europe, to aggrandize the greater, it Was unfounded F 


neither Spain nor Holland came under that deſerip ption. But fee 


what tranſpired in the intercourfe between Lord Matihutwury an 7 
M-*de la Croix. The propofal for facrificing the Veetehaftica | 
States of empire on an equivalent for Belgium, 97 Ne 
from the latter. Ho then could Touch a charge "app! ly to 
niſters? union 1999 1 Ds 11 1 nne Ip 

His Lordffüp here went into 4 geben vindication' of FP. con- 
duct of Miniſter doring the interval of pe ack, 3 And expatiated' upon. 
ſeveral points vf their conduct, from Wich much nation nal benefit 
abbwedly 'reftted! "Above all, thitir admirable 9 e finance Tr 
and à plan för the Wquithation of ii hatin debr, on OS + 
praiſe ; und te BUY enebtritulti Wien 7 5 d upon their TH 
dera éonduct wi” the rife of the Finds from £6 4 J. Added 
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d this, the ſneaſure uf removing any Miniſter 8 critical 
late of the oountry was a matter of great moment. The ſuſpend- 
ing of the regubar Government; even for a moment, would be at- 
tende it the moſt ſerious· conſequences; at a time when it 
«might be. faid, à conſpiracy exiſted againſt all the old Governments 
of Europe at a time hen the exiſtence of the Britiſh Conſtitu- 
tion was 6. At leaſt, he believed it would be really endan- 
geredꝭ by plaeing men in power who entertained ſuch ideas of Par- 
:liamentary Reform, and who were, as was ſuppaſed, connected in 
ſome degree with the affiliated focieties— Such a change would, of 
all. things, weaken the defence of the country againſt the common 
enemy Helalluded to thoſe men who, it was generally underſtood, 
were likely to come into power, if the preſent Miniſters were re- 


moved many of whom had advaneed the dangerous poſition, that 


the preſent Houſe! of Commons was nat a repreſentative of the peo- 
ple. A ſpecific plan of reform was talked ot, but out of onę hun- 
dred ho voted for the general queſtion of Reform, he would ven- 
ture to aſſert, that not ive perſons: were agrecd on the ſame plan. 
Hs boped the important queſtion before their Lordſhipg would un- 
Alergd a ſprious and diſpaſſianate diſeuſſion In coneluding, he re- 
Pented his di ſapprobation of the motion, by *pologizing ar ee 
"rg on/fo much of their Lordthips“ time. 

The Duke of BEDFORD obſerved, that the ds of: 74 
LETT could not have the effect ſuppoſed by che noble. Lord. He 
lebe Duke) had trongly, for ally, and diſtingtly tated it was not 
the object of the 4 9000 ; that if the preſent Miniſters were now re- 
moved, they muſt necetfarily be ſucceeded by others, who were de- 
\ termined, upon radical reform in Parliament. What he ſuggeſted 
wass that if there were man of integrity and talents in this Houſe 
and. in the Houſe of Commons, who might not think Parliamen- 

tary; Reform immediately neceſſaty, but who might conceive they 


would: diſeharge-their duty by;endeavouring to procure peace with 


»Eravee, ang chociliating Ireland, he ma be 7 happy 10 give ſuch 
en his ſupport. 4 Ac 1 0 TENT, Ni Lia. 
>, Bod HOLLAN D aid My i if i it were polible for me 


id be {arprized at any thing that comes from thoſe, noble Lords ubo 


heve oſpoyſeththe cauſe; and defgnded the ęonduct of His Majeſtys 


preſeut Mipiſters, I mut be aſtoniſhed at ſome of the aſſertions of 


ee ee has Lt 7 N the men moved 7 my 
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dangers: that menace the country from the preſent war; are of ſuch 
. number and magnitude, 'that I am aſtoniſhed huwnyrone can be 
thoughtleſs or ſanguine enough ta think that there is the ſmalleſt 
hope of a ſueceſsful iſſue, particularly under the Ad miniſtration af 
thoſe whoſe raſhneſs firſt brought the nation into the war, and/whoſe i 
impotence and incapacity. have rendered that war mere than any "| 
\other- ſhameful and diſaſtrous. The noble Lord, though he buaſts | 
of the dignified ſtate of this country as compared with 'others-in 'l 
Europe, admits-nevertheleſs, that the time is pregnant with danger Ni 
Alf, then, we do ſtand in that perilous fituation—af we are, as the i 
noble Lord ſays, threatened by a conſpiracy ; 3 if the enemy ũs at our — 
gates ; are we not in a ſituation which requires the aſſiſtanee of men i 
of talents, fortitude, and vigour ; and calls upon this Houſe to with- | | 
dray their ſupport. from His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, who have 8 
.exhibited through the whole of their Miniſterial-office a total want 
of capacity and vigour; and who, from the nature of their conduct 
in the courſe of this war, have not only involved the country in ea- 
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lamity and danger, but rendered themſelves incapable of ever extri- i} { 
cating it again. It may ſeem. ſtrange, my Lords, that 1pwho mu 1 
be conſcious of my own inexperience and deficieney, impeachꝭ thus 1 


1065 Medanentihin without . boaſtful cloquence 3 

vigour; cunning! without wiſdom ; feeble efforts or tempoxiſing ex- 1 
pedients, will never reſcue this country from the dangers  whieh it 9 
preſs upon it from all parts. Onithe origin of the war, T ſnalb offer — 
a few remarks; fince they have been touched upon by the noble 
Baron who has ſpoken againſt; the motion. Although a noble Lord 
(Lord Grenville) took upon himſelf to rebuke me on a former night 
for the ſentiments I had avowed on that ſubject, I. will not be de- 
terred or amuſed from my purpoſe of repeating: them now. The 
Laws and: Conſtitution give me a power to ſpeak, to offer my advice 
and opinion as à Peer in this Houſe, and I have right to make 
uſe of all: the materials in my poſſeſſiun. The noble Lord has de- 
nied that the reſtoration of Monarchy in France was nhe pritnary 

' pbjet of che war, and has gi ven the authority/ofr'Fatlien;owhoyign 

* A public paper, avowed that ĩt was not the Republic bur i Hranve, 


aß which England waged war. This, u Lords, d at ane 


—— 


the underſtanding of men who are allowed to have among them 1 
much talents. That they have great talents, I readily admit but - | Bf 
that thoſe talents they 3 are n for the n —_ [ i 1 
take the liberty to deny 3. % % DSI) HITUDS 1 | 
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d we true, and at another falſe, juſt as it happened to fnit the occa- 
anal views af Miniſters. Your Lordſhips know what were the 
dogdtrines which were laid down by a celebrated gentleman, now de- 
ecaſed, whoſe talents L admired, whoſe virtues I revered, and whoſe 
memory I reſpet. I mean Mr. Burke. That great man main- 
tained, that, without the reſtoration of a Monarchy of fome form or 
other 1 in France, there was no ſecurity for Europe. My Lords, it 
is to ce confuſion of thaſe two doctrines we are to attribute all the 
exrors- and, all the calamities of the war; for, white' Mr: Burke 
urged the neceſſity of overturning the Republic, Miniſters thought 
that a proper pretext and a fit opportunity to attack France ; and 
thus unhappily contrived to enliſt every man in France, whether 
Republican or Loyaliſt, againſt them, and to irritate and inflamt 
theo again this country. By this confuſion of principle, by the 
duplicity of their conduct, and by the obvious treachery of their 
views, did the Allics enliſt, not only the intereſts, but the natural 
vanity of France, againſt them; vſo that every individual in that 
coumtry ſelt it to be his principle ping his duty to reſiſt an infamous 
combination of Princes, who commenced the war by ſwindling, and 
ended it in blunders and diſgrace. With views ſuch as theſe the 
war commenced ; England being at that time, as has been ſtated, 
in a, condition of unexampled proſperity. Now that all the objects 
Which Government had in view, whether thoſe ſo ably enforced by 
Mr. Burke on one hand, or the indefinite views of the Miniſter on 
the other, have completely failed, cannot be denied; neither can it 
be overlooked that F rance, at the commencement of the conteſt nad 
every imaginable difficulty to encounter. Have I not then a right 
to ſay that this country, flouriſhing as it was, found it impoſſible to 
cheek the. progreſs of France, crippled and depreſſed; and is it not 
fair to preſume that ſuch miſearriages, ſo uniformly happening 10 
every. plan of Minifters, can only be owing to their total want of 
bi chan capacity. as Stateſmen? They ſet out with a very con- 


fdent, promiſe tbat the war would be ſhort in duration; it has turned 
out otherwiſe, and ĩt is natural enough for them to plead, and may 
be eandid for us to admit, that ſo far they were in error; but if 4 
long, ſeries. Aion is found to be but one long ſeries of error; if 
in , period · of fix years changing from principle to "principle, and 
Gifting fromexpedicnt to ox pedient, they are found not to have been 
ongerpht, am. I nat juſtified in ſayiag, that they have neither talents, 
vigour, Nr capacity and ought 10 be: diſmiſſed, in order to give place 
to. den beſter qualied to govern. the country in the arduous and 
aus onte ft in ich we ate involved by their folly and wick 
| eee, * this-would be inttedtude ; d 
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would-be as men who have rendered greut tere to che 
country, and raiſed its finances to a ſtate of unprecedented affluence 


and proſperity.” But ſhall ſuch a paltry evaſion be deemed u Joi 


fication of their having -again deſtroyed the finances of the countty'? ? 
Let Miniſters reftore the finances even to the ſituation in which they 
ſtood at the period pfevious to their boaſted ſervices?! Not only 


have they undone what they themſelves did, but all that had been 


done before their times. Are we to allow this in juſtification of 
their miſconduct? Are we, out of gratitude for a fmall benefit 
ſuppoſed to be done in time of prace, to overlook the moſt unjuſti- 
fiable miſconduR of Minifters, and dans the country to bones and 
ruin in timo of war? 

My Lords, it is impoſſible but you muſt remember u at the 
Wiang of every ſeſſion, the Minifter has ſaid to Parliament; 
“There is your expences for this year: and "that itwarlably and 
conſtantly the ſum has been doubled before the end of the ſeffion. 
This is called “ an unforeſeen accident.” Subſidies were unex· 
pecedly found to be neceſſary, and the ordinary mode of fupply was 
departed from. Thoſe were as unlueky and as wrong as all other 
parts of the Miniſter's politics; and here too they plead error: but 
can they ſay that they were not cautioned againſt - thofe fubſidies 7 
Were there no men eminent for virtue and talents, 'who' predicted 
at the time that the ſubſidized powers would deſert the alliance, and 
that the treaſures of the nation would be ſquandered in vain? I will 
not dell upon the deſertion of Pruſſia, becauſe it is now fo long 
know, and, indeed, was from the beginning iſo obvious,” that it 
muſt be familiar to your Lordfhips'; but Auſtria was ſubſidized ; 
and Sardinia was fubfidized to carry on the war. Holland did abt | 
deſire; our interference ; and all, as they began, ſo they continuct to 
carry on the war merely becauſe this country perfuaded' them to. 


carry it n. But happy wild it have been for this country Tf Mi- 


niſters, inſtoad of ſubſidizing thoſe powers to carry on the war, nad 
allowed, or even ſubſidized them to make peace; it thay ve Been 
juſtifiable in them to ſubſidize Pruſſia to make peace; but it is moſt 
unfortunate that Auſtria was not Porſuaded to make peace before” 
Belgium was loſt. When Sardinia; in return for bur fubſidy, made 
a peace with. France, it was an unfoteſeen accent?” Ede 


failure of the Midiſters was ( an unforeſeen accident“ N Hd f | 
Marquis (Lanſdown) in words which I EE 


but which, if truly reported, intmy opinion ce walied ary that ade * 
ever tbeen uttered in this Houſe for ' wifdotti and preſcfellde, . 


ſaid, that che Allies, by their oonduct r a 


military Republi iu the heart of eee * 
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ane be termec d.unfortunate, awd 0 5 he .miſcan- 

could be conſidered as 35,09 wr 1 ortun ate, it 

hah 755 Fo the EG of m my nod e frieng or. if the 

meaſy res ; of any particular ſet of x men happen 8 * 1 et 
inc 


is good: and fufficient grounds for diſmiſling 9225 * Sig — 
don the e 


or very bad fortune wee, A very e e 
Ho . bos 
My Lords, 1 hall. now /rrouble you ns a few obſervations. on 
| the very important ſubject of. Ireland. A noble 5 Log, i in anſwer 
to my noble friend's propoſal for conciliation, has, aſked Af any. one 
will put his hand to his heart, and ſay, that conciliatidn would fro. 
duce the eff Gf tranquilizing that country ? 1 alk. will any ohe 
put his haps: to. his heart, and ſay, that coercion w | Prod oditce. it. 2 
Cap at any one point out a ſipgle inſtance of f oeh 70 * hav 'g bee 
produced by ſuch means in ſuch circumſtances! as th c war with 
rance, or has that with Amexica, both of which inſpired their ad- 
vocates Vun ite moſt fanguine and preſumpruguy be Opes,. Hed, rear 
to put any confidence in cgeicion? My Lords we Þ 
an ny. heart, and —— that 1 am „ Is . Maj prez 
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1 js to make peace tin 1c 2 . ner Pit wy the 5 and 120 
btencſs of Kdiwigiftration | that. which tlicy 1928 pair, of obtaih- 
2 ſet of men. When the) y obſerve i io the politieat 
ta 28 here ih th 'nature of "of Miniſter; 151 his j« jeal ealduſy e the 
| People, ih, hurl ſay, v why d6e&s he. alk for pea 0 I Ts 1 it for 105 
fake ef 2 * Fel 2 No no Tuch: tes 7 15 ir it bez, 
8 ty; ht g peace wiſe, ; 1 5 5 
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A to our Wy ions, the firſt propoſal made by V Minifiers was, 
wich Jourdan' was at the head of a victorious army ; but that efided 
becauſe the reſtoration of Belgium was made a ſine qua non. In this 
caſe, the weakneſs of Miniſters appeared ; for they ought to have duly 
conſidered, firſt, the probability of regaining that country; and next, 
whether the ſum of money that might be expended in regaining it 
would not be more than Belgium i in the hands of Auſtria would be 
worth to us. It is well known that in Vienna Belgium was looked 

as an incumbrance; to urge Auſtria to fight for it, therefore, 
and to pay a ſubſidy for that purpoſe, I rely upon it, was actual in- 
fanity. T6 pay ſubſidies for the purpoſe of maintaining Belgium as 
a * qua non, is a proof of either ſuch incapacity or ſuch i "nk; incerity 
as ought not fo be pardoned. The Britiſh Miniſter, who was, ſo 
ified that he would hold no terms or intercourſe with the mur- 
derers of the King of France, was found ſending a Plenipotentiary 
over to crouch to one of the worſt of thoſe very murderers—and the 
enemy, very fagaciouſly informed from thence that, by waiting 
longer, they would have more ample conceſſions ; for the malus 
animus is no more dead among the Rulers of France, than OOO 
our Miniſters. 1 

My Lords, Miniſters give out that they ſtay in office to \ keep out 
others who would be worſe than themſelves, This I « conceive to 
be extremely arrogant ; for is it not inſulting the nation at large 
to ſuggeſt that there are in it only two men fit for the office., For 
my part, my Lords, I am ſure there are many; and I pledge my- 
ſelf to ſupport any ſet of men who will make the attainment af peace 
their object. As for Reform, I pledge myſelf to purſue it, as ne- 
ceffary to prevent the ſame ſyſtem from taking place, here, which 
produced the French Revolution, as well as that in America, 9 To 
difmiſs Miniſters is therefore neceſſary; and I, for my part, will 
ſupport, i in or out of this Houſe, ſuch Miniſters ſupplying, their 

place as will take. meaſures to conciliate Leland, not d offering 
them terms, but by giving them, what they defire ; $ for it is not for 
us to determine for them what may be i in our opinions a \ viſe Gor 
verament. Every. country bas a right (2 be ere * WAY. 
that makes them happy RD! ; ops 

Tue Earl of HILLSB e Gerdes of; vonn 
Ireland) ſaid he could lay 155 hand upos bis heart and. deslars 
in his opinion, congiliation, as Figs ned by be. noble. Duk 
485 could deres fave ir 25 1 TRI he. 
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the general wiſh of that St to ſtand or fall by this. But he 
was aſhamed to ſay that there were ſome perſons in that country ſo 
baſe as to wiſh to ſee it made a province to France. He came to 


the 'Houſe to-duy thinking it was impoſſible for any noble Lord to 


introduce into this debate the ſubject of Ireland, after ſo plain and 
ample a ſtatement that had been made upon that ſubject, not only 
in that Houſe” but alſo in Ireland, by His Majeſty's Miniſters. 
Every fyllable that a noble Earl had Rated upon that meaſure had 
been contradicted by the ſtatement of plain facts. It appeared that 
the doubts of that noble Lord refpeQing the exiſtetice of a plot 
were fully anſwered; that there were there, even in his own houfe, 


people engaged in making arms. There were indeed®two ſets of 


people in Ireland: the one of them ſaid they wanted the emancipa- 
tion of the Catholies; the other ſaid they wanted Parliamentary 
Retorm — in which they were not ſincere; they made uſe of theſe 


pretexts to catch the vulgar and to deceive the ignorant. He was 
ſorry that a noble Lord of fo much authority in that country and in 
this made uſe of that doctrine in his argument, becauſe that was cer- | 


| "_ a "miſconception, as applied to the people of Ireland. 
Much had been ſaid this night upon the ſubject of coercion. 


He was ready to confeſs he was not afraid of the effect of coercion, | 


although he liked concefſion when well applied. And upon that 


ſubject he muſt obſerve” that every conceſſion was made by our So- 


vereign that could be fafely made towards: Ireland ever fince he 
knew it. Þxeland had a trade as free as could be ſafely made fo, with 


— © 


due tegard to the other parts of His Majeſty's dominions. Every 
Catholic was free who chuſed to be ſo; that was to ſay, they were 
made as free as the ſafety of the State would admit. Were the 
Catholics to have an equal ſhare in the Government with the Pro- 
teſtunts, the Government would ſoon be loſt. He was more ſorry 
thaw he could expreſs at being obliged to ſay that coercion was ab- 


ſolutely neevſſary in Ireland; but he hoped it would ftop the pro- 
greſs of the diſaffected there, and: indeed their efforts were becoming 
daily more and more feeble, the people they had deluded by their 


artiſiee were every day opening their eyes; by this coercion, and by 
being admuniſhedz they were returning to their duty; many of them © 


had ackrbwiedged their errors, many more were about to follow 
_thejriexampley/-and many. had given proof of their allegiance by en- 
"tering into ther army; and he truſted they would ſoon all be 
aſhamcdof «having; been delüded ſo long by thoſe. who had nothi 

_ ir;view-buty toarrificeztheir® country to the ambition 'of its ene. 
mits:; bud he muſt obſerve fill further, that theſe difaffected per-⸗ 


ſona in Iceland nover would have "toric the” length "they dc bad 
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they. not received ſypport from this country; ; and he was * 5 and 
aſhamed to ſay that too many noblemen gave ſtrength to theſe per- 
ſons and theſe ſgcieties, by belonging to them; or if they did: not be- 
long to them, gave them their countenance, which had in ſome re- 
ſpects the ſame effect. Having ſaid this, he was prepared to give 
bis decided negative to this addreſs. He would not enter upon the 
general arguments of the noble Duke, he. ſhould only ſay, that the 
motion with which he concluded, had only a tendency to damp the 
ardour of the people; ; and therefore, were there no other 1 
againſt it, he ſhould give his decided negative. 
Lord ROMNEx ſaid, that at ſo late an hour of hl night he 
ſhould, not enter into the project now. before their Lordſhips, but 
he ſhould ſay a few words upon it, and, in his opinion, a fe would 
be ſufficient, becauſe the real queſtion lay in a ſmall compaſs. If. 
their Lordſhips recollected what paſled upon this ſubject laſt year, 
they would be aſſiſted very much in coming to a coneluſion on the 
matter now before them, for the ſame point was then decided after 
a full diſcuſſion, and the queſtion. now was, whether what had: ap- - 
pened fince that diſcuſſion altered the nature of the eaſee ?: 
The noble Lord who ſpoke laſt but one, had obſerved that the 
two wars were owing to the want of a Parliamentary Reform. 
Now he could ſay, for he was in Parliament during the whole of 
the American, war; that if ever there was a war put an end to 
by Parliament, the American war was ſo. put an end to- The 
ſame nohle Lord had taken notice of the conduct of Miniſters with 
regard to the Netherlands; there might indeed be ſome differenee 
of opinion whether, the Netherlands ought, to be made a fine gu 
non; but he believed there was not a ſingle Lord among them 


all that thought. the Netherlands were to be out of the queſtion- 


As to what paſſed laſt year, and what had paſſed ſince, and inderd 


on the conduct, of Miniſters, altogether, he declared that he en "oo | 


a motion. of thanks. to Miniſters inſtead of a motion for diſmiſſing 
them. He declared upon his honour. that he thought they deſerved 


the thanks of that Houſe, as he. believed they had the thanks of the? 


public, for their ability, their diligence, and the care they took of the: 
intereſt of the State in every part of their Adminiſtration during 


the courſe of the preſent” war. i He had never. conſidered! this as an 


unſucceſsful war. In no. ſpot upon the whole globe had we loſtt 


A : ingl point. The enemy, notwithſtanding-all- their: gaſconade, ni 
dared nat attack us within a, league f their own coaſt; for they had | 
not attergpted it at Gueraſey or 1 But what had been ſaid 


by the noble Duke of gur Miniſters was applicable to the French, 
for they boaſted 3 in proportion to their weakneſs as applicable to any 
30 2 
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Sent oper diene api itt us, nor dict tie let tlie leaſt probe 
aner tos frötn any dung Hey would do. "He did not like ts 
ee eee rere e regard to the exertions of 
of this country. We thould vemember the ſitua- 
80 r ich fiood laft year when we had ſo maty domeſtie dif. 
Feulties, and ſo many domeſtic enemies; ' How was the picture 
changed ini tar reſpect? We now ſaw men of every deſcription 
eager to ſhew their zeal in their country's cauſe, and to contribute to 
the ſupport of the' Government under hien they ha# the happineſs 
to live. * Did'that ſhew that we ſhould change'Miniflers, and that 
to mfike'wiy for God knew who? The noble" Duke” bild he would 
not adcepr o ar office in Adminiſtration, and ſeemed'ts! convey an 
Idea that an thöfe with whom he acted would not accept any offices; 
they cxpected uf aldfefs of that Houſe to beſtech thetn to o 
to. = But to obſerve on what had been done. The Spaniards came 
out with 22 f of the hne. We met them with an unequal fore, 


400 they ccnßdered it as 4 miracle that they eſcaped: '''Was thit | 


A reaſdn för chattging Miri fters ? The moſt ng eireumſtanee 
n hitm was, that we were at this moment more capable of earty- 
in on the War than we were Taft year 5 and this he believed was 
_ owing to the wiſe policy of the Miniſters of this country. It vas 
matter of indifference to him who were Miniſters, provided they 
id their duty; it was to the HHfeaHon of the country that he locked, 
W he Neizred thar in the county in which he refided; the people 
"there (the cdunty of Kent,) were ſo far from not Havitig confidence 
in the Executive Government; that they were almoft to man ready 
to come forward to ſupport it.” He declared upo his Honour, that 
de peuple of the county of Kent were ready tö fübmit to every 
2) icaftite of — and He had no doubt" that, in cuſe of an 
> Vaſion, they would prove themſelves à great and pomerfül, bevauſc 
A ſite people. ' Not that they dert peffectly unätlimous; because 
Dühatitity tö a man was not to be cxpected among à free people ; 
effcrenet of opinion would 'exift any would Thew itſelf among fach 
apbople⸗ It was only where the płople were Naves, that perfect 
„ manrmty Would year : ſuch, for inſtance, as in Franeg; where 
nem wat forced into the Kervlck Ut the point of the {word 5 that 
7 WabTrdeed bie wet bf unanimĩty, but thank God that was Bot the 
("ahrifniſty of this Country. Upon thi Whole of me matter, he did 
ant mile fie{fhoutd'be 2 friend to his Gountry; nor to his interefi in 
x if be did Her five to the motibn h/ btfore the Houſe his deeided 
e approbatidht, 5 He- was 10 Kleay Envinced'or this, chat um eſs 
© this motiun was catried, he ſhould propoſe a motion mar to 'that 
which v was voted . t approve of the condut of Adminif- 
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tration in the, progreſs of the war. But firſt he ſhould lay, becauſe 
he thought it his duty to ſay, that an . Abo had done. himſelf 
much credit {he meant Sir Charles Grey). who, vas as remarkable | 
for his affability of. manners as for his great {kill and experience in | 
his profeſſion, had done the public much ſervice. , He had kept the | 
ſoldiers under his command i in good order without any. unneceſſary f f 
dear and, wh was a perſon. to TR: the pablie were arg.! in: | 
dic 500 o 1 
5 3 with reading the motion, "which he faid. he ſhould | 
bring forward aſter this was diſpoſed of: ay That i in a criſis in | 4 
which. all the intereſts. of our country are at ſtake, ye have ſeen 8 
with peculiar: ſatisfaction, that the zeal and public. ſpirit of every | 
rank of our &llgn-lubjeds. has riſen in proportion to the magnitude 8 
6f-,the-occafion ; and that animated on our part. by the. ſame. ſenti- — 
ments; we deem it our indiſpenſable duty, inſtead of diſtracting the 1 
Councils of our Sovereign with propoſals of change, to renew. the | 
geclaration of our in variable ad! ce to the principles which have | 
governed. His Majeſty” $ Cauncils, and in which his Parliament. has '| 
. uniformly concurred, for the ſecurity. of theſe, kingdoms, againſt 1 | 


foreign attack, and for the maintenance of our Religiog, Laws, and 1 
—_— — 21110 316 0] uno | TH 
Tube Earl of DARNLEY thought that the noble. Duke. ſhould ' 
hive provedithat the French were capable of preſerving, the; relations | 
-of peace and amity, before he had accuſed Ministers of not haying 
-ontered. i into treaty, with them. The Houſe would recollect, that 
. the. queſtipn, was. frequently. Aiſcufſed, and as frequently decided 
:againſt, ide opinion of the nable Duke and his friends. His Loxd- 
ſhip then, went into the examination of the different negotiations, 
and inferred, that, they were all / fruſtrated through the inaxdingte 
ambition dee inſatiable. temper, and overbearing canduct of the 
French, . Tcbone Adminiſtration, he did not preſume. to fay, 
bad always been tight, as far as his apprehenſion went, but. they 
Vero ſo für richt, he ſhould think, that he acted, inconſiſtent; with 
dis duty to big country, 1 if be were to ſupport the. preſent motion. 
Ide noble Duke had infinueted, that he did not wiſh to form. part 
df any Admini ſtration that ſhould ſucceed the preſent one, if dit. 
, miſleg.;, but it,muſt.clearly, be ſo 3, for if the preſent Minifters:yere 
diſmiſſed, ho were to ſucceed them? No doubt, there were, many 
men ho could guide the Councils of the Nation as, well, perhaps 
eter; but wherg was His Majeſty, to find them on the, jnftans 3 
+ Clear, therefore, it was, CO Duke and hig friends muſt 
lache the, pexſans fit. & 2101 iy DIYON, (L ,Þ2t160.0269w noon 2103 / 
uf- ip; A to foubno c 3. 5 
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Tu Marquis. of LANSDOWN - then rose The queſtion 
now before your, Lordſhips being in ſubſtance a very plain one, I 
ſhall confine myſelf to the matter of it; or, at leaſt, I ſhall endea- 
vour to do tp as ſuccinctiy as I can. , Whatever my opinion might 
be 28 to the origin of the preſent war, I ſhall abſtain from deliver- 
ing that « opinion now, on account of the lateneſs of che 725 and for 
other reaſons Which I need not enumerate. 

The ſituation i in which we are, and which every man 8 heart and 
hand ſhould be Teady to relieve if poſſible, is, in my opinion, a very 
alarming one. The queſtion before us is, whether His Majeſty's 

prefent Miniſters, 3s they have proved themſelves by their conduQ, 

(for it i is by their conduct only they can be fairly tried, ) are capable 
or incapable of oonducting the affairs of this country' with advantage 


future : In this critical moment, I know of nothing whereby to 
judge of men, but by their conduct and their actions. They have 


forming an opinion upon Minifters, We have only” to examine 


have done. and if they have promiſed any thing which they have 


ſure, but let them have your praife; for he muſt be a wicked man, 


who have aged wiſely. It would be a bad thing to have the Go- 


the ötlier hand, i ſhould appear they undertook what they knew 


Ls; 


they wou uld not; accompliſh, or What they ought to know they could 


oy 5 CJ wicked man who! de fired notX&:addreſs”* your 
| See to ” Sf iſs them, trom * Gounſdsys | Tußtak nor with 


to ĩts intereſts ; are fit or unfit to be truſted with its management in 


had great experience of your Lordſhips, and you of them; they 
have, had many opportunities of ſhewing their talents; they have 
had tlie putſe of this nation entirely at their command, for now up“ 
wards of four, and, indeed, almoſt five years. It is eaſy to put 
every man upon the right road to come to his journey's end in 


what they have promiſed - what they have undertaken what they 


not t performed, what reaſons they can alledge for their failure— a 
whether, they have made good your expectations, or diſappointed 
vou in them. | 1n God's name, if they be proved to have ated as 
viſe men o ught to have acted, let tbem not only be free from cen 


10 Would deſire you to adviſe your Sovereign to diſmiſs Miniſters © 


| vernment of this country at ſuch a time as this for only three days 
(more would not be neceſſary) without an Adminiſſration. If, on 


not accomplith ; 3, if, from affivent cireumſtances, in every ſenſe of 
the phraſe, they haye reduced you to poverty; if, from the Higheſt 
credit, "hey: have, brought, your finances to diſtepute; and have 
broug t you to, that ſtate in which; they haye often declared your 4 
2 tq b e by their negligence or-/ incapacity"; ten 1 5 


1 " a. ap — gm, ou N8_ + — 2 — ba, & ty we c mw © ww 2 Yay wy a0 — & 
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duces that which is neceſſary, and which man may always find upon 
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rty ſpirit ; - there are men. both in Admicifiaicn and Oppoſi- 
tian for whom I have great reſpec, for their talents at leaſt. 1 have 
great reſpect for the noble Duke, whoſe' motion is now before vou, 
as well as to many others V ho generally agree with him; but it is 
not to one, or two, or to twenty perſons” that T look. 'T think that. 
worthy and able men are never wanting. IL have ſeen enough of 
this world to know that nature, ever true to herſelf, always pro- 


ſeeking. I ſhould wiſh to bring this ſubject into as ſmall a com- 
paſs as poſſible, conſidering its importance, and to Jay it before you. 

with ſuch ſimplicity and clearneſs as may enable you to decide upon 

it without difficulty. Differing as I know I do from many noble. ' 
Lords, ;. differing, perhaps, from the majority of your Lordſhips, \ 
upon this queſtion, I think it is my duty to ſtate that difference, and 
to lodge it with your Lordſhips, from which I am not without hopes . 
ſome good may ariſe ; ſince, if J am right, I ſhall afford you an 


opportunity of becoming ſo; and if wrong, there is no man hh 


will be more ſorry for bis error than I ſhall be. This queſſion 
ought to be coolly and calmly decided, not by paſſion and prejudice.” i 
I remember what the courſe was during the American War. The. 1 
paſſions 1 were addreſſed, and every man who attempted to addreſs the 
judgements of men was cried down ; and I ſaw afterwards all that . 
falſe ardar abate, and Reaſon reſume her empire; but not until 
much miſchief had been occafioned. I would to God that the lf 
dangers were not greater now from theſe ' paſſions and falſe ar u- 
ment, than they were at the time of the American war; but all the 
evils of that war were nothing when compared to the preſent. What . 
has been the, conduct of Miniſters, generally ſpeaking ? E Wich 
regard to Allies, they ſaid that your Allies were ſuch as would never _, 
o: you, but would carry you through every object they undertook ., n 
you. When any thing was urged againſt them, it Was con- : 
ſidered. as indecent to ſuggeſt it; ſo dangerous to the public, that. 
even a diſcuſſion was only likely to embroil the ſafety 0 r 
country. Your Allies were ſuperior to any idea of default, Nay, 
[ have heard it called a libel upon his Imperial Majeſty to dout t. 
the ſolveney of the Court of Vienna, for actions were depoſite ted in. 
the Bank to make good the payments of the Imperial Loan. Itw was _ 8 5 
ungentlemanly and mean to doubt the good. faith of the” Impe . 


N 1 
9 513 


Court, in pecuniary as well as military engage men the That a 9 

idea of me Emperor making peace iter us * 1 5 A 4 thin | _ 

that the. ſtatement of it was not to be endured. =o (hid 0 vt 

the French Finance? That the French wart wi bby 1 3 Hp? 
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to the laſt penny that they had ified 1 know not how many mil- 


| liards in paper which they could never pay, and that it was impoſſible | 


for them © g an; whereas you had a million ſurplus befides your 
finking fund; in ſhort, that your property was_unbounded, while the 
French had not any. That, indeed, the war was to-ſeeure your 
property, which would be done fo well, nctwithſtanding the war, 
that you would never be called upon to go out of the ordinary courſe 
of taxation ; that it was out of the chapter of accidents for you to 
be brought into a ſituation by which your property would be inſe- 
cure. Compare theſe vaunting promiſes with the facts as they have 
ſince appeared, my Lords. You were promiſed great ſucceſs upon 
the Continent in conſequence of the wiſe meaſures of Adminiſtra- 
tion; you are now driven from the Continent, ſo that you have not 
vonn w wem a Une there. Nothing can protect you from miſchief 
upon the Continent, but the total inſignificarxe to which you are re- 
duced. Tell me when there was a period till the preſent in the hif- 
tory of Europe, when Great Britain dared not ſhew herſelf upon the 
Cantinent ; ſhe is, indeed, blotted out of the map of Europe. You 
now have no Ambaſſador to ſee or repreſent any thing with regard to 
the balance of power in Europe, which you were wont to adjuſt, 
which. you have now loſt, and loſt, I nen by the wiſ- 
managements of your Minifters. 

A noble friend of mine (Lord Holland) aſked the other day for 
ſome papers relative to Belgium being inſiſted upon as 1 fine qua nom 
of peace. Had I been in the Houſe I ſhould have ſaved him the 
- trouble of moving for any ſuch papers; becauſe I could have told 
my noble friend that Miniſters had no ſuch papers as he wiſhed for. 
They have no papers from the Emperor reſpedting Belgium, my 
Lords; I know they have not. They might have Pere wy et 
friend ſotne finance diplomatic correſpendence, that nobody wou 
give them two-penee to fer, In God's name if they had, could any 
thing poſſeſs their imagination on the 25th day of December 1796, 
ts make that abfurg demand upon the French? What do you 
' think of the Heads of ſuch\Minifters, my Lords? Is it conceivable 
that much abſurdity cat enter the mind of man as this will ap- 

pear tv, be--wheti, Fou woche ta compare the dates. They inſiſt at 
this dime oh, the. teftorution of the Milaneſe Savoy; and! that every 


chit ſhould be put om the footing of the Putus quo; unte bellum. In 
lefs thin four months after this, Ni- r Emperor opened 
© negotiation | with. the French, in which he fipulated as u preli- 
 fultiary, not 16 inf upon any of theſe points wfüch bur Minifiers 
inkifted po for him. le it cotieeiveable they /flivuld have dont 
W — from the O'S of what was 
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randum, highs if Lam rightly informed, ought ass Rr pour! 
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then the view of the Court of Vienm Phis negotiation apthel 
on the:r 7th of Aprit 1797, Here our Minifterspr6cecded'as if they 
were the Governors of all Europe, at ths" on time Ne * EEG 
rope was laughing at them. 1 19 987 AF u, 

But, what is become of all n of papel ble were-to 
ha down the finance of France? Theſe ſame wilkiards of aſſig- 


nats they have got rid of at the expence, to their Nove fHment, of 


only fix millions ſterling, and yet they have "contrived d cohtinue 
the war, although our Miniſters: pronounced that to bd impoſſible. 
Their paper ãs extinct inſtead of being extended. Butwhat is our 
cafe in point ef finance? We are driven to every defperate re- 
ſource—driven to I know not what expedient---ſomebody' ſaid ſfome- 
thing of ſwiodling, this is ſomething very near it. With regard to 
the-ſubſcriptions, I can only repeat what was better 'faid by Mr. 
Burke, who was certainly a man of great weight with Miniſters ; 
he ſays of ſubſcriptions, that it is a ſtep towards the diſſolution of 
all property. If that was his opinion long ago, what-would he have 
faid:to the preſent Rep ? ' Here we were going all over the country; 
making: all;public bodies apply. the property entruſted to them "for 
certain ufesʒ o the exigences or the Government; and tlie Bank ot 
England is made to give, headlong, 200,0001. without the advich 
of their Counſel. Why have they 4 Counſel? Why mould they 
throw. away their on money and the- money of others at the feet 
af the Executive Government? No man is accuſtomed to ſpeak" 
with a more ſuperſtituous regard of the Directors of che Bankjof 
England, or uf the Bank itſelf, than J am; but when Ire the Di- 
rectots ſo ready to ſupply Government, -eontrary to the rules of law 
and contrary tot the. principles of juſtice, giving away the mon) 'of 
the Proprietors without their conſent} (for I do not call it a * 1 
ſent when money is voted away at the Bank, God kr. s by hom; 
in a hubble : bubble manner), am then obliged- to quafHfy the ca- 
rafter I had; beet] accuſtomed to give to the Directors, and tu fa) 
that the people ought now to diſtruſt thennm 26613 am 03 
With regard to property, I would aſk,” h is it poſſilde y eat 
conceive, my Lords, that protectibn to property is th& ju of this" 
war? Andi here I cannot help ſaying that new, and}; pr aye ace: 
mon, very dangerous doctrines, are held forth ente ol 
of, which Lwill give vbur,-Lordſhips a ſhoft pW SFA N 


ips, as IL aſſure yon it has alarmed me; 3 
paſſed in unqther Houſa. I will gloe in apptet diät © baplelt tigt 
dodrine away or tel ſe. it ſhall: como beſe rel rout Lerãmißs ga bd | 


ande lis * dave hama, 4 TRW ee üs 
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wire held by a ſtronger tenure than any freehold.” I will never 
ſuffer that doctrine to go unrefuted. To conſider 8 and places 


under the Crown of equal weight, or ſuperior to frechold property, 


is a doQrine of the moſt monſtrous nature. Offices are commonly 


obtained by accident, intrigue, or Court corruption, and they ſhould 


never be put upon a footing with a freehold. True it is indeed, 
my Lords, that theſe e do not ſtartle many of your "Pr 
ſhips much, becauſe ideas of property are not much examined ; ; the 
reaſon of that is obvious—it is becauſe property has hitherto been 
pretty ſecure in this country, and men ſeldom examine much into 
things that are not diſputed. But your Lordſhips ſhould be aware, 
that when once your property is bas, your liberties will ſoon 
become ſo. If you give up your property to theſe profligate princi- 
ples, your liberty muit ſoon follow; and, indeed, property may ſubſiſt 
without liberty, better than liberty can ſubfiſt without property. | 
Know it is difficult to lock your circumſtances in the face, my Lords; 
But they ſhould be ſo: and it ſkould be remembered that nine times 
out of ten in private affairs, men are ruined for want of looking 
their "affairs in the face. This is not a matter to be delayed for 
months, nor for many weeks, no, nor for many days. I come now 
to conſider of the folly of the ſyſtem of our Miniſters, in endea- 
youring to extend our empire by conqueſt. That extenſion i is plea- 


ſing to weak minds, becauſe it is a neceſſary extenſion of patronage ; 


but 1 have ſeen various inftances of the folly of it in a national point 
of view. " 


But how 8 5 you to defend yourſelves againſt invaſion! ? Town L have 


no very great fear of that in this eountry ; but as to, Ireland, true it 


is Hocke is no more, but 1 cannot belp remembering how the caſe | 


- Nood o on a former occafion ; nor can I help obſerving, there is no 
crime in ſtating it, for it.is matter of common hiſtory, that all about 
Limerick is very defenceleſs, and there is no knowing what the 
caſe may be, and 1 am afraid alſo of the ſtate of the Nortli- weſtern 
coaft. 1 am afraid alſo that the ſtate of Ireland | is not ſo good as 
2 among our Lordfhips i imagine it to be; for although I have 

; great LY for the noble Marguis, and 4 eſteem for his local 
mA ledge, .v vet every body chould form his own concluſion from 
the is formation ber receives. 3 have reaſon to believe that Ire- 
land 1s at © this 01 roment held, from one end to the other, by military 
tenure... 9 77 it can be Tat e under a military tenure, I cannot con- 
ceive ; 5 ry military can be totally free, i is bey ond 3 my compre- 
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plain matter of fact. He ſays, that the farmers in various parts 


in Ireland are declining their tillage. What a ſcene of calamity 


does this not open to our view ; here i is the poſſibility, at leaſt, of 
a famine in one part of the empire. But look at the thing in a 
Jarger ſcale— What! is the Britiſh empire? It conſiſts of Great 
Britain and Ireland, together with its dependencies ; s which depen- 
dencies I conceive to be a conſiderable burden in any but a com- 
mercial view, Even your India I have never been an admirer of, 
except for its wealth, which by the way may be more than comilel 
by the loſſes of life and the corruption of morals which it oecaſions 
What then is the fituation of the kingdom? Ireland is held by military 
tenure, which is very expenſive, very precarious, and very dange- 
rous. Scotland i is ſaid to be quiet, and that there is no diftruſt be- 
tween the gentry and the labourers, that there is no diſaffection there, 
| although the ſtate of trials there hardly lead us to that concluſion. 

The time may ſoon come when England muſt ſupport Scotland to 
carry on a war in Ireland. Why, my Lords, in this way, if the 
country was made of cold, and men could ſpring up like muſh- 
rooms, you could not long continue upon this ſyſtem. It does not 


fignify, although you ſhould be ſecure from invaſion, the want of 


money will deſtroy your efforts. 

I object to the ſyſtem of coercion which has been adopted. Le- 
nity is much ſuperior ; and for this plain reaſon, that coercion re- 
quires much ſuperior talents to that of lenity; and you may not 
always hear of a Richlieu, a Stafford, or an Oliver Cromwell, to 
proceed by deception. And I ſay, if you take the hiftory of 
mankind from the earlieſt times down to the preſent, the precedents 
are twenty to one in favour of lenity inſtead of coercion, to make a 
Government, proper. You may make it high treaſon to doubt of 
the prof] rity of the empire, and carry- every thing before vou: but 
the delußon will go off, and in a few months you will find that you 
have followed a falſe plan, and that it is too late to repent of it. As 
to what is wanting, you could do it to-day, | if you think fit. I 
have been told that the difference between; a wiſe man and a weak 
one is, that the wiſe man ſees an event about three days before the 
other. 1 am afraid the Government of Berne, although, generally 
ſr peaking, * a wiſe 0 one, "has been too late in ſeeing, it its intereſt. I 

wiſh we may not loſe our time. All that is wanting with us is, 
that our affairs ſhould be emruſted to ſome men of plain under- 
ſtandin ; Tho can fee before them for a few days. You ſhould 
only do on the e what you muſt do on the Monday With 
reſpe&t 10 the ecific motion before the Houſe, 1 wiſh to remind 
fou of what I faid on 4 fimilar motion laſt year. I have always 
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been inelined againſt motions of this kind was againſt it laſt 
year ʒ but I am for it now, and I will tell your Lordſhips why: 


I have-had;the- experience! of the year 178 2, where I found that 


Miniſters were called in to make a peace, and then they were diſ- 
miſſed. Men who have the confidence of the publie are brought 
in for a particular purpoſe; and then they are ſucceeded again by 
the old ones they diſplaced; and the public, I am ſorry to ſay it, 
have a very ſhort: memory, and they very ſoon forget all that is done 
by one ſet of men for them, and by another againſt them; fo that 
the Court may uſe its pleaſure as to Miniſters after the firſt burſt of 
indignation is over. I call for a diſmiſſal of the prefent Miniſters 
immediately, becauſe we are in a deſperate ſit kation, and not a mo- 
ment is to be loſt. Let us have an Adminiſtration that may pro- 
duce you peace, and they would do you a great deal of good, al- 
though theſe, who are now in power may return to it, and thoſe who 
Procure- you peaec may he hanged for their trouble. As to the real 


"remedy Likely to take place, I confeſs I ſee none, unleſs the King 


and Queen eould be convinced of their error and their danger; or 
the-Public ſeck thoſe conſtitutional means that may produce the de- 
fred effect. The Court, I am afraid, will not ſee its error until it 
is too late. I am afraid, too, the Public will not find out any con- 
ſtitutional Means, and I wiſh no other, to obtain relief, but theſe 
as the only means to give a quick and ſpeedy change to meaſures, 
which I am confident muſt end in utter deſtruction. 

Lord MU LGRAVE roſe and ſaid, that it was. not ſolely to the 


choice of the K ing and Queen, or to the favour of the Court, as in- 


ſinuated by the noble Marquis (Lanſdown), but to the according 
and unanimous. approbation of the People, that the preſent Miniſters 
were ĩadebted for their ſituations, and for their continuance in office. 


Not only was the conduct of His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters ar- 


raigned in the ſpeeches of the tro noble Lords who preceded him; 
they moreover extended their cenſure to the Miniſters of almoſt 
every other country, for their ill management of that grand confe- 
deracy;in which they had embarked againſt France; their conduct 
was alſo ſtigmated by another noble Lord (Holland) as bordering 
on ſomething like ſwindling, though it is well known that, as far 
as r were: aficated, all our engagements had been punctually ful. 
rules, and boy wete they enabled thus rigorouſſy 10 fulfill them? 
Was it dot by their unremittipg endeavours to ſupport the ſtate of 


- our--finanges4: for te them vas undoubtedly owing the flouriſhing 


condition to ſwhiah they had been raiſad ; and by the able conduct 
of Minifterg im this ireſpect, was the nation put id 4. fituation th 


mest che uf arab eld ca g eneics which jt. has fince experienetd it 
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had been ſtated that one campaign coſt the enemy not leſs 'a ſum 
than one hundred and forty millions l. while the expenees on our fide 

of the ſameicampaign:did not exceed our ordinary reſourees. The 

confidence of the People was alſo forcibly evinced in the abilities and 
integrity of the preſent Cabinet, by the ſpirit and alacrity with 
which they now preſſed forward with voluntary contributions in aid 
of the growing exigencies of the State; which, however they might 
be treated as hubble- bubble contributions by a noble Marquis 
(Lanſdown), could not fail to do equal honour to their feelings and 
judgement, and prove beneficial to the great cauſe,” in ſupport of 
which they were beftowed. The noble Marquis was alſo very 
anxious to defend the intereſts of the Bank, ſo much ſo indeed, that 
he betrayꝛd a much greater tenderneſs for the purſe of the proprietors 
than they themſelves ſeemed diſpoſed to partake in. Miniſters were 
alſo blamed for not having made peace with France; and why? 
becauſe delaying to make peace, was eſtabliſhing a military republic 
in the heart of Europe, while it was omitted to be conſidered, that 
making peace with that country, was opening all Europe to the 
miſſionaries which they would ſend forth in crowds to propagate 
their revolutionary dotrines ; and as to the ſabje& of pacification, 
was it worthy of a free and independent country to be ſo frequent 
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and forward with its entreaties of peace, and that to a Government a 
which had ſhewn itſclf io evidently averſe to every thing pacific ?' If Wn 
22 f 8 8 4 1 
he had any objections to urge againſt Miniſters, the blame he would 1 
attach to them was, that they manifeſted a deſire firſt to enter into a HM 
negotiation where there was no probability of ſucces, and thus to 1 
. . . ; 55 1 
give an advantage to the enemy without any expectation of 'Teceiv- 48 
* . » o - 4 o bet 
ing an equivalent —our other attempts were equally ill-timed and 35 


unprpſperous; but with regard to the laſt negotiation, there was; 
he believed, no difference of opinion concerning its termination, nor 
would it admit of any argument in favour of the enemy. As to 
what was advanced reſpecting the preſent ſtate of Ireland, this the 
noble Lord felt to be a delicate ſubject; and whatever opinion” 
might be held reſpecting the neceſſity of what was called concilia- 
tory meaſures, the preſent was not a ſtate of things to admit of eon- 
ciliation. All our: concefſions to that country were ſaid to be from 
meanneſs and fear; but this was an acouſation againſt Great 
Britain, and not chargeable on the eonduct of Miniſters On for-: 
mer occaſions no eauſe of complaint had remained unredreſſed ʒ hut 
if the demands they now ſet up are to be eonceded, then; indeed 
will they appear to be coneeded from meannels andi fromm terfor. 
Here the noble Lord inveighed againſt the prineiples and eomduct 
} af the United Iriſhmen, who, the: faid, were * their 
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country anto the hands of the enemy, and make it a province of 
France; that ſuch was their intention, he endeavoured to prove 
from a paragraph in a morning paper which expreſſed their reſolu- 
tien not tu attend to what! either Houſe of Parliament might ſay, 
nor to aoeopt of any thing ſhort of a complete emancipation of their 
country, or in other words, what France holds out as a'temptation to 
the Rebels of every country. But if that country was ever unfor- 
tunate enough to fall under the tyranny of the Directory, it might now 
anticipate an idea of the horrid: flavery under which it would be 
bowed, by reflectiug on the ſituation to which they had already re- 
duced all thoſe who had liſtened to their invitations of fraterniza- 
tion ; then ſhould they learn the fruits of peace with France, then 
Mould they ta ſte the fruits of complete emancipation: © Theſe were 
the fatal effects which he heartily deprecated from a peace with 
France, and: on theſe he reſted his reſiſtance to x conciliation with 
the Rebels of Ireland, and his preſent defence of the condud of 
Miniſters, Here the noble Lord aſked who were to be ſucceſſors of 
the preſent Minifters? Were they to be the friends of the noble 
Duke? Were they to be (thoſe gentlemen who would not conde- 
ſeend to come into office without inſuring the attainment of their 
vourite objects, a Radical Reform, and à Peace with France ? 
hoſe head and leader had lately united with the head of the Cor- 
reſponding Society, and who had folemnly engaged to act together! 
Who abſented thernſelves from their duty in Parliament, and who 
in preferonee addicted themſelves to Clubs ? Theſe Clubs might, 
indeed, be more innocent than thoſe in France, nor would he im- 
pute to tlie noble Lords any of the ſpirit that actuated thoſe Clubs. 


But at all hazards he was not for entruſting power to the hands of 


thoſe whom the French could look upon as their friends, nor did he 
deem it ſafe or expedient to remove the preſent Minifters who en- 
joyed the, confidence of the country, in order to make room for 


thoſe. — 45 ec 0 . leſs eee to the Frenel 


Directory. 
Lord GRENVILLE Maid, VE on the preſent ati he had 


rather thought it became him to wait the opinion of others, than to 
ſhes any impaticnce to deliver his own fentiments. Certainly, if it 


vs tue, (which the noble Duke (Bedford) had that might imputed 


to him as blame; that he felt a defire for honeſt fame, and an anxiety 
togierit abo igood opinion of his eountry, and of poftetity, that ſen- 


ti ment muſt he amply gratified in the manner in which the conduct | 
of Government had that night been ſpoken of, arid in the quarters 


frag whioh - that approbaticn had proceeded. In what related per- 
te lu raſeltß he might well-reſt the queſtion there; nor even 


Murer 22-] DEBATES. 7: BY 


would a moch higher object, the vindication ef the dignicy and 
honour of Parliament, and of the.charaiter of the Britiſh Nation, 
which had that night been vilified, have induced: him to attempt to 
add to that impreſßon which had! already been produced He 
might even have remained ſilent, when it was faid, not only of Mi 
niſters, of that Houſe, and of Parliament, but of the whole People 
of England, that they had embraced with ſatisfaction the idea of 
the extermination. of the People of France; an imputation ſo horri4 
Me and ynfounded, that he could hardly yet perſuade himſelf that he 
had heard it uttered by a Member of that Houfe, 1 4 
But he conſidered the preſent motion as much more lupe 


with a view to the preſent and future intereſts of the country, than 


in its reference to the conduct and eharacter even of the whole 
Britiſh Nation. It brought to iſſue here, that queſtion which now 
divided every other part of Europe, and into which one muſt riot dif 
«viſe from one's-felf, that all political differences in this country 
were now rapidly reſolving themſelves. Conſidering it in this 
view, he could not ſatisfy his conſcience, if he did not-ſolicit'their 
Lordſhips' attention to it. It would eaſily be ſeen from the whole 
courſe of argument by which the motion had been ſupported, 'that 
the preſent queſtion related much leſs to the conduct or character of 
any individuals, than to the ſyſtem on which the Parliament and 
People of this country were at that moment acting, in oppoſition" to 
the arms and principles of France. In order to deery this ſyſtem,” 

and to induce the. Britiſh nation to confeſs thoſe crimes and folks; 
that injuſtice and eruelty, with which the noble Duke had charged 
them, he had reyived all the unfounded allegations reſpecting the! 
principles of the war, ſo often made in that place, and ſo often re- 

jected by their Lordſhips. Theſe the noble Duke had with much 
labour contraſted. with each other; but their difference only proved” 


the contradictions of his own accuſations. The principles whieh he 


aſſetted to have. been adopted and maintained by Government, were, 5 
indeed, thoſe principles which had, on different occaſions, been in- 
puted to them by the noble Duke and his friends, but whiell the 

Miniſters had then, as now, -uniformly and unequivocally di- 
claimed. The deciſive proof upon the ſubject! was to be "found; | 

not in looſe, recollection, or in vague reports, but on the Journals bf” 
the Houſe. The ſpeeches with which the King had opened and 
concluded each. ſeſſion of Parliament, afforded an authemio record off 


the language of Government reſpecting the origin; grounds, and 


progreſs of che war. There were, beſides, upon the Journals, 
many declarations. which this Houſe, had made at different periocs, 


lometinges at the;cxpreſs, ſuggeſtion of Miniſers themſelves, and with 
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the avowed intention of obviating wiſrepreſentation. Why were 
not theſe appcaled to ? What two of theſe could. be produced which f 
contraditt. each other? What one which would ſupport. the ſtate- f 
ments of the noble Duke 2- The King's ſpeech i in 1794 to which f 
* _ the noble Duke alluded, he had himſelf intended to have read in f 
his place: it was now too late an hour to detain their Lordſhips | 0 
With it; 95 but it was on the table; and he challenged his opponents c 
to find in it any paragraph, provided it was entire, which could x 
afford the leaſt foundation for what had that night been ſaid of it. P 
This, then, was his defence of Parliament, againſt the imputation f 

of having varied its language, or diſguiſed its objects — of having 
engaged in the war for the reſtoration of Monarchy in France, or : 
of having purſued it, at any period, with. any other view than : 
that of obtaining a ſecure and honourable peace for this country. n 
The, noble Duke had next proceeded to condemn the alliances kh 
entered. into for the proſecution of the war. It had been ſaid that 0 
Miniſters had pledged themſelves that the allies never would deſert a 
this country. Was it poſſible that ſuch a pledge could have been x 
given, or that Parliament ever could: require, or reccive it? The b 
Britiſh Government could not control the conduct of foreign powers, | h 
They had, indeed, alledged, particularly in the caſe of Auſtria, the | 
various motives of good faith, honour, and dignity: ; ; of intereſt, and 4 
even, of ſecurity, which ought to induce that power to abide by its c 
engagements with Great Britain. Yet if theſe conſiderations were | 
ultimately without effect, we had, at leaſt ſo long, as they continucd : 
to operate, the advantage of the aſfiſtance we then received. If any x 
Continental powers are ſo infatuated as not to ſee, that by ſhaking i 
the public. faith and honour of their Governments, they ſhake the very p 
foundations of their Thrones ; 5. if they have not yet been taught, that th 
by. giving way fo the preſent views of France, they are opening to 4 
zer the gates of their own capitals, you may regret the eireumſtance tt 
for their r lake; 35 you muſt lament it for your own ; ; but you cannot,. br 
in juſtice, i impute the blame of their blindneſs to men who act on 7 
more honourable. principles, and wich a wiſer policy. We have. | 
under ſuch eireumſtances at leaſt this conſolation, that if we now | yp 
contend alone, it is againſt an enemy exhauſted by the effects of that * 
very ſyſtem of alliance which the noble Lords condemn. . It was, _ 
* . curious to obſerve, that at the very moment when theſe. 8 
| pces., were moſt. loudly, blamed, and when ;one. noble Lord Py 
( Gage had hazarded the extravagant aſſertion, that! it would have 11 
been better to. e ſubſidized theſe powers for concluding ſeparate * 
peace, the "of 0 their aſſiſtanee was the very topic en which the * 
ſame -ngble, Lore had moſt Pls in all their, £ Rags to ap, the 10 
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ſpirit of their country. Miniſters had endeavoured to procure that 
aid when it could be had; we then reaped the advantage of it; 
and even when its immediate operation has ceaſed, we feel at this 
moment its beneficial conſequences. What would. be ſaid to any 
Miniſter engaged in a juſt, neceſſary and arduous conteſt, who de- 
clined to avail himſelf of any alliances, becauſe there never could be 
any certainty of their permanence : or who refuſed a powerful aid in 
preſent, becauſe. it might poſſibly be withdrawn before the termina- 
tion of the conteſt ? | | 5 50 
The Houſe was then told, that in every part of the war we had 
completely failed; and for that reaſon they were deſired to with- 
draw their confidence from Miniſters, who had ſhewn themſelves 
unable to defend the intereſts of their country. It would hardly be 
credited by any man who had not heard the noble Lords, that in all 


their ſtatements of the conduct and progreſs of the war, they had 


omitted even the ſlighteſt mention of any part of our naval triumphs, 
On the affairs of the Continent, in which we have a ſecondary in- 
tereſt, they had dwelt with peculiar emphaſis, but of that which 


was the primary object to Great Britain, not a word had hitherts 


been ſaid. This was the juſtice of the noble Lords. They pro- 
poſed to the Houſe to condemn the Miniſters, without even examin- 
ing the principal feature of their caufe. For the ſyſtems of foreign 
Courts, whom we could not direct; for the ſucceſs of military 
plans, which we could not control ; for the operations of foreign 
armies, in which we had not even the ſmalleſt ſhare, they attack the 
character and artaign the conduct of Miniſters. Of that which is 
immediately within the ſphere of Britiſh Government, which claims 
the firſt duty of Miniſters, and the firſt attention of Parliament; of 
that on which principally depend the national proſperity, ſecurity, 
and honour, they wiſh you to diſmiſs all conſideration. © Againft 
this mode of trial, Lord Grenville faid, he muſt decidedly-proteſt 4 


claiming for himſelf and for his eolleagues that ſhare of credit, what- 


ever it may be, reflected on them from thoſe triumphs, the chief 


praiſe of which was due to the valour and conduct of the Britin 


navy. The fact of theſe ſucceſſes could not be denied. In that 
part of the war which belwyged to England, and in which alone the 
conduct of the Bririſh Government could appear entire and um- 


mixed, we had not only not failed, but had obtained fuccefſes which 


ſurpaſſed the moſt brilliant examples of our anceſtors. It was with 


their examples, with their naval triumph, wich their ſueveſs and 


tory, that he was not afraid to compare the preſent war; "demand-" 
ing of his opponents what other period of dur hiſtory could be⸗ 
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over the flerts of France, Spain, and Holland, the Britiſh / Navy had 
rid triumphant at the fame nioment at the moths of Breſt, and 
Cadiz, and the Texel? + 14 
It had been next alledged, that we had evinced a diſpoſition to 
continue the war beyond the time when peace could have been ho- 
nourably obtained. It had been that night aſſerted, and he had oc- 
caſionally read elſewhere, that there was a period, during the ſuc- 
ceſſes of our Allies on the Continent, when France would have 
been diſpoſed to peace, and that this diſpoſition had been criminally 
neglected. ' It was difficult to meet ſuch an affertion, becauſe it did 
not ſpecify the time to which it referred. He deſired, therefore, 


firſt to deny it as a general aſſertion, and in the moſt unequivocal 


terms: As far as he could collect what was the particular period 
referred to, it was during the tyranny of Roberſpierre, of whom he 
could not ſpeak in any terms of abhorrence equally forcible with 
thoſe daily uſed by cvery Frenchman, and moſt of all, by thoſe who 


had been moſt ſubſcrvient to his power. He mentioned the name, 


only to remind their Lordſhips of the ſyſtem then purſued. There 
was at that time no Government in France; unleſs their Lordſhips 
would: dignify with that honourable term, aſſaſſins, butchers, and 
executioners, ſtigmatized with the univerſal execration of mankind. 
There was no diſpoſition to peace with England, unleſs it could be 


found in the reports of Barrere, who then firſt brought forward the 


.comparifon of Rome and Carthage - who then firſt announced the 
principle; Delenda ct Carthago; leaving to bis ſucceſſors the firſt 
example of that langusge, 91 ſo ne n by the French 
Directory. turen D. KU ot 
Af other proof was 58. it would be found in he decree for 
giving no quarter to the Britiſh' t-00ps—a decree which, in juſtice to 
the French troops, little: as he was diſpoſed to praiſe them, he muſt 
fay; that even they had refuſed to execute, and which he believed 
had never been enforced, except in ſome few inſtances, by the im- 


mediate inſtruments of that ſanguinary ſyſtem. So far was he from 


thinking that there was at that moment any real chance of negoti- 
ation that in his ſoul he believed any Britiſh Miniſter then ſent to 


Paris, would have been ſent: only to acqympany the victims of that 
tyranny to the guillotine, From the moment of the fall of Rober- 


mere, ævety bpportunity that pointed towards peace had been 
eaperly<(fomictimes; perhaps, too eagerly) embraced. The queſtion 
of the: negotiation at Paris, had that night becn revived that ne- 
gotiation hat already been fully diſeuſſed by their Lordſhips; and 
their: opimoncof the ſincerity of the Britiſh Government, and 'of the 
— F _— _ been 2 expreſſed 


* 
- 
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He would not therefore detain them with freſh reſutation of old 
and haeknied objections which they had fo repeatedly examined, diſ- 
cuſſed, and rejected. But a new accuſation had that night been 
made, ſo extraordinary, that he had been unable to refrain from in- 
terrupting the noble Duke by the involuntary expreſſiom of his aſto- 
niſnment. The noble Duke had ſaid, that the plan of peace then 
offered by Gyeat Britain, reſted on the partition and ſpoliation of the 
little powers of Europe: when called to by him (though irregularly, 
he confeſſed,) to ſpecify the particulars, the noble Duke had told the 
Houſe, that the Britiſh Projet took Trinidad from Spain, the Cape 
and Ceylon from Holland, and left the three partitioning powers in 


the poſſeſſion of Poland. As to Trinidad, he perceived the noble 


Duke had, diſcovered his miſtake, and therefore he thought it un- 
neceſſary to dwell upon it. He had never before heard Spain and 
Holland included in the deſcription of the little powers of Europe. 
Nor would it have been conſidered as a proof of much diſpoſition 
for peace on our part, if we had announced at Paris, that this 
bleſſing muſt be deferred till Ruſſia, Auſtria, and Pruſſia, were com- 
pelled, by what means he knew not, to reſtore the antient limits 
and integrity of Poland. We were no parties to that partition, 
which we had always reprobated ; but which we had no means to 


prevent, much leſs to reſtind it after its completion. Holland, 


when we were firſt driven into war, was a friendly and inde- 
pendent power, with whom reſted the defence of thoſe poſſeſſions 
which are often conſidered. as the keys of the Britiſn Empire in 
India. We offered to France, that if ſhe could replace Holland in 
that ſituation: of independence and amity towards us, we would: re- 
ſtore thoſe conqueſts: we even added, that if this, from ſubſequent 
events, could only partially be done, we would conſider to what; ex- 
tent our own ſafety would allow us to relax from demands, in which 
that conſideration had formed the principal ingredient. + So far from 


- plundering the little powers, the Projet had been expreſsly framed 


in the view of preyenting ſuch a meaſure. If by the reſtoration of 
our conqueſts to France, the Netherlands had been procured for 
the Emperor, all plea for theſe extenſive ſchemes of partition now 
in agitation, would have been at once removed. The failure of that 
plan had led to the ſyſtem now purſued at Raſtadt, without the con- 
currence of Great Britain. Of the negotiation at Liſſe, even the 
noble Duke had found it impoſſible to ſpeak in any terms which 
could. contradict the general impreſſion of the country. He had 
therefore contented himſelf with blaming the choice of the negoti - 


ahr Who was employed. L Speaking in the preſenee of that noble 1 
Lard (Lord Malmeſbury), Lord Gregvilie ſaid, that he could not 
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ee PARLIAMENTAx “ {Lonss, 
exprefs all he felt of his conduct on that ocraſion. He would only 


thorefore remark, that he was now ecnſured for employing a man, 


on whoſe conduct, in the moſt difficult ſituation, malignity and 


faction themſelves had never n able to * the. een im- 
b ion 


From this part ah the ſubject Lord Genie paſſed to the origin 


of the war, which had again been brought forward; and particularly 
by one noble Lord (Holland), who for the ſecond time referred to 
ſuppoſed opinions delivered in that Houſe long before he was a 
Member of it. If the noble Lord was really deſirous of obtaining 
information as to the cauſes of the war which France had declared 
againſt us, he might refer him to the Journals of the Houſe, and to 
the other authentie documents of thoſe tranſactions. But he thought 
the noble Lord might even ſpare himſelf the pains of acquiring 
more accurate information of former tranſactions, and might eaſily 


form his judgement from what was now paſſing before his eyes. 


For if it was true that preſent conduct afforded any eriterion by 
which to judge of paſt intentions; or that the character and views 
of men and governments were expanded and developed by. ſucceſs, 
he might reſt the queſtion of French aggreſſion on that ground 
alone, abandoning for the moment every one of thoſe arguments and 


prooſs on which that point had long ago been decided by their 


Lordſhips. He would paſs over every ground of jealouſy or com- 
plaint which preceded the war the occupation of the Netherlands; 
the navigation of the Scheldt; the repeated inſults of our Allies; the 


orders to Dumourier to attack Holland; the orders to Genet to ſtir 


up America againſt us; the Decree of Univerſal Fraternity; the 
public audience given by the Convention to the Ambaſſadors of 
Britiſh Pręeaſon; the Declaration of the French Miniſter of Marine 
to the Breſt Fleet, that they ſhould plant the Standard of Liberty 
io Kugland; the whole language and conduct of Chauvelin; nay, 
even the Declaration of war itſelf, made in the midſt of negoti- 


ation, and at a moment when, by the confeſſion of Briſſot, Rober- 


ſpierre, and Dumourier, England had manifeſted an unequivocal 
idefire: for the. maintenance of Peace - all theſe he conſented to omit. 
Ihe vic ws of ambition and aggrandizement purſued by France upon 
the Qontinent; her unjuſt aggreſſion againſt Auſtria and Pruſſia; 
dercunjuſt invaſion of the German Empire; her unprovoked war 


| -again(t Spainy Sardinia, Naples, and even againſt Portugal, che an- 


tient ally « of. Great Britain—to none of thoſe would he deſire their 


attention ; though there was not one which would not in any 


Perz Gf hiſtory have been Udemed a ſufficient 'Feafors for calling | 


fortli all the energy of this n but when he law Geneva and 
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Auvignon given up to punder and maſſacre, without even the ſna- 
dow of pretence; when Genoa. was revolutionized as the reward 
of unjuſt partiality to France; when Venice, on no other ground 
than her obſti nate adherence to neutrality, in the midſt of ſurround- 
ing hoſtilities, was attacked, ſubdued, and obliterated from the rank 
and eatalogue of nations; when Rome was made the victim of 
pretences which add mockery and infult to ſavage eruelty; when 
every maritime neutral nation ſaw its commerce and navigation the 
prey of unbridled rapacity and avarice ; when neither recent friend- 
ſhip nor the ſenſe of reciprocal benefits, nor remoteneſs from the 
ſcene of European politics, nor long and patient forbearance under 
every injury, foreign and domeſtic, could protect Ameriea in the 
enjoyment of that tranquillity which ſhe had endeavoured: to pur- 
chaſe by ſo many ſacrifices ; when even Switzerland herſelf was 
now driven to contend: for her exiſtence—the oldeſt friend and ally 
of France — venerated by all ſurrounding nations as the: firſt aſylum 
of liberty in Europe — reſpected always in the midſt of the fierceſt 
conteſts, as the inviolable ſanctuary of peace, induſtry and virtue: 
when ſuch was the preſent conduct of France, might he not af 
the noble Lord himſelf, whether it did not demonſtrate one invari- 
able and uniform ſyſtem, purſued alike againſt every nation, hoſtile 
or friendly, in peace, in amity, or in league, but always moſt-Inve- 
terate againſt thoſe Governments which beſt ene, _ "OT 
neſs of their ſubjeQs ? 

From theſe topics, the noble Lords had gone into a -difouſlion 
of our domeſtic policy — Our finances had been repreſented as ex- 
hauſted, and the ſyſtem of voluntary contribution had been totally 
condemned. For his part, if he had thought the refources of his 
country exhauſted, he ſhould have been reluctant to declare and pro- 
claim it, at a moment when, even by the confeſſion of the noble 
Lords themſelves, France had haughtily rejected every idea of peace. 
But he thought the fact was otherwiſe. He faw, indeed, great 
burdens neceſſarily impoſed, but he ſaw an ability and a fpirit to 
bear them, and even to open freſh reſources from voluntary dona- 
tion. A mode which, though the noble Marquis (Lanſdown) had 
Now condemned, had at a former period been applauded in æ me- 
morable ſpeeeh from the Throne *, which, if the noble Marquis 
would take the trouble te turn to ĩt on the journals; would/probably 
refreſn hig memory, and at leaft ſatisfy him that there aS one 
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great Miniſter in, this county, who entertaiged very different ſenti- 
ments on this ſubject. | 

With reſpect to our general Gtuation, the. achle Duke had aſked 
Seer we had not ſacrificed ſome of the ſtrongeſt bulwarks of our 
public freedom? He replied with confidence that we had not— 
Parliament had performed its duty, in reſtraining the progreſs of 
ſedition and treaſon, but no reſtraint was impoſed upon the liberty of 
any faithful or loyal ſubject. 

The neceſſity for any remarks upon the ſubject of Ireland, was 
wholly. precluded by what the Houſe had heard from a noble Lord 
(Marquis of Downſhire) who ſpoke with all the authority due to his 
thorough knowledge of the ſubject, to his deep intereſt in it, and to 
the firm and manly part which he had perſonally taken. in. ſupport 
of the laws and Conſtitution of his country, and of the lives and 
properties of his fellow-fubjc&s. He completely agreed with that 
noble Lord, that there was no ſal vation to Ireland, nor any, chance 
of preſerving its connection with Great Britain, but in the purſuit 
of the preſent ſyſtem. Much had been ſaid about conciliation, and 
one noble Lord had gone fo far as to aſſert, that even it there were 
a diſpoſition to conciliation, it would not be received at the hands of 
the preſent Miniſters; as if we were really to believe, that when the 
Committees of aſſaſſination deliberated about the plunder of a 
houſe, or the murder of a Magiſtrate, they firſt inquired whether the 
noble Marquis or the noble Duke had yet been named to the ſitua- 
tion of Miniſters in England. If conciliation to them was meant, 
he knew of none which could ſucceed : conciliation to Ireland had 
been invariably purſued by the Engliſh: Government, but particu- 
larly by the preſent Miniſters. Almoſt the firſt act of the preſent 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, had been to offer to Ireland a liberal 
participation of the Britiſh market, at the hazard of, all his popula- 
rity in England; and though the whole mercantile and manufactur- 
ing intereſt was taught to clamour againſt him, for ſacrificing, as they. 
ſaid, . their proſperity to the, intereſts. of Ireland, that boon was re- 
jected by the Iriſh, Parliament, under what had been truly called 
the ſillieſt deluſion ever practiſed on the Councils of any nation. 
Since that time the conciliatory diſpoſition of the Miniſters towards 
Ireland had ſhewn itſelf on every occaſion. Speaking even of con- 
ciliation to large. bodies i in Ireland, it was not unknown to any man 
acquainted with the ſubject, that their opinions had in ane inſtance 
outrun thoſe of ſome of the beſt informed and beft diſpoſed men 
in Ireland. In the preſent moment, he was: ſatisfied that. the only 
rea e to es, r to aa the lives e Mapilr, 
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trates, to defend the property of its inhabitants,” and to maintain its 
. domeſtic laws, and its imperial connection with Great Britain. _ 


Such were the grounds on which the preſent motion had been 


ſupported. * It had been imputed to Miniſters, but wholly without 
foundation, that they had made the foolith and arrogant declaration, 
that except themſelves, there were no men in the country of ſuffi- 
cient talents to conduct Government, and of ſufficient loyalty to be 
truſted. For his colleagues and for himſelf, he diſclaimed ſuch an 
afſertion—He knew, that among the numerous ranłs of thoſe who 


had ſupported the preſent ſyſtem, there were many men of the higheſt | 


integrity, character, and talents ; many men of abilities much ſu- 
perior to his, and to whom, whenever it ſhould pleaſe His Majeſty 
to place them in his ſituation, he ſhould readily give way, knowing 
as he did the ſteadineſs of their principles in ſupport of the fame 
ſyſtem in which they had hitherto concurred ; though even then, 
he feared it would not be without ſome ſecret regret, that he ſhould 
ſee himſelf no longer thought worthy to ſhare the dangers and to 
partake of the honour of the preſent conteſt. When he had Taid 
thus much of himſelf, he muſt afſert, with reſpect to his colleagues, 
that he knew not where there could be found, even among all the 
ſupporters of Government, men better qualified, in honour,” inte- 
grity, talent, and virtue, to fill the arduous ſituations in which they 
are now placed. But eue e for a moment, that fuch a change 
were made, would that anſwer the purpoſe of the preſent motion? 
It would not the choice muſt therefore be confined within very 
narrow limits. The noble Duke had excluded himſelf and bis 
immediate party — he had indeed offered ſupport to thoſe vw ho would 
accept office on the conditions he preſcribed ; but he had ſaid, that if 
they took it, he ſhould admire their courage. In this Lord Grenville 
faid he completely agreed—to rely on ſuch ſupport fo offered, and 


tor ſuch menſures, would indeed be an act of deſperate: courage; : 


and if the prefent motion was agreed to, he thought Partiament | 


muſt adopt the recent law of the Dutch Convention, which ſen- 


tenced every man to tranſportation who refuſed to be a Minilter. NJ 


The noble Lords retained their own opinions in favour of Radi- | 
cal Reform; but theſe, apparently, for ſome reaſon” of manage- 
ment or mtngac ſeemed to be put leſs forward in this night s de- 
bate than they had been before —the light was thrown on other 


parts of the picture while this was ſhaded over, and kept with © 


The © 
noble duke' had expreſsly declared, that he would never belong o 5 


care in the back ground. Still, however, it Was there, 


any Gobernment that did not carry through" this Radieat Reform 
And he had concluded his ſpeech with pompous imprecations on 
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hehe if ever he canſented to act with the preſent Miniſters, whom 
Jafly conſidered as hoſtile to it. Tbe noble Duke might be 
ed, that whatever diſlike he wight feel to their ſyſtem, it could 
ay exceed; the ſettled deteſtation which they entertained for 


the principles and conduct of Radical Reformers, though they might 


not think it neceſſary to expreſs their ſentiments in che tone or lan- 
guage of tragedy. Their opinion of Radical Reform was the ſame 
which had long ago been delivered by Condorcet, a great authority 
on the ſubject of revolutions; but who had not diſcovered the art of 
ſo guiding. the ſtorm which he had contributed to raiſe, as to eſcape 
becoming himſelf one of its earlieſt . ſacrifices, - When Condorcet 
announced with. joy, that the patriots of England were labouring in 
that cauſe, he added, that from ſuch Reform, the tranſition would 


| be ſhort indeed, to the eſtabliſhment of a complete Republic. 


The noble Duke conſented, however, that the new Miniſters 
ſhould poſtpone the queſtion of Reform in England: but in Ireland, 
probably becauſe the danger there ſeemed. leſs, or objeQions weaker, 
be required that it ſhould immediately be carried. Nor was this 
all—peace, muſt be procured, with France, notwithſtanding what 


bad been gonfeſſed of her inveterate hoſtility to us: and à noble 


is bad ſaid, what he ſeemed to think matter of much- indif- 
ference to the Houſe, though to the new Miniſters it might be an 


| objeR of fome conſideration, that the peace muſt be made, though 


thoſe who made jt would probably be hanged for doing ſo- ; 
The principles on which ſuch a peace was likely io he oui 
might A; be collected. In addition to all that the noble Duke 


had, ſaid, of the | injuſtice. and wickedneſs. of the war which this 


country. has ventured to maintain for its own. defence, the noble 
Marquis had given the Houſe an eſtimate of the ,valne of our 


oreign poſſeſſions, which he had deſeribed as a load and burden 


on the ſhoulders of this country. Combining, therefore, theſe two 
principles, learnt from the ſupporters of the preſent motion, the new 
negotiator. was to procced to France. He was, in the firſt inſtance, 
to make our humble apology to the Directory, for. the inſolence of 
preſoming to, de defend .ourſelves— to expreſs. our deep regret at our 
_in, maintaining, agaioſt their will, our praperties. and lives, 


them of our fingere and contrite repentancc for all the bloodſhed 
ang, carnage. which their wickedneſs has occaſioned; To ſuch an 
addreſs, it could not be expected that much favour, would be ſhewn 


FE; — an intereſts. to. maintain i in ſuch a net otiation, e- 


ſhould up * 22 watt ch — ar own crimes. 
7 39 


the Coaſtitution and independence af our country ; and to aſſure 
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however, "*pethaps; expect at laſt, that the Diete Kaking ſome 
pity of us, would agree to deliver us from part of the burden under 
which we labour they might poſſibly have the gdodnefs to relieve 
us of Jamaica; to take upon their own ſhoulders the defences of 
our Indian Pofſeſions; ' perhaps even to diſcharge us of the whole 
weight and load of Bengal. And though it was true, that by theſe 
operations we ſhould loſe the beſt part of our commeree, more than 
half our revenue, and nearly the Whole ſource and Tupply: of our 
naval ſtrength, we ſhould certainly remain a light, difBurdened, and 
well. compacted power, peculiarly able to reſiſt "the future enter- 
prizes of the DireQory, and to defend ourſelves againft that which 
even the noble Lords had deſeribed as the ſummit of human 
miſery, ſubjection. to the preſent Government of France. If thefe 
were the principles upon which the peace was to be made, he 
ſeriouſly belle vet the noble Marquis's prediction would be literally 
verified: the Mimſters who made it (whoever they might be) would 
certainty be hanged, and he was ſure they wobld'deferve'it, 
With reſpe& to Ireland, the difficulty might be greater. tte 
noble Lords had appeared to feel, how impoſſible it was to petſuade 
the Houſe that the Reform of Parliament, and giving the little that 
remained to be granted to the Catholics, could anſwer their ceterip⸗ 
tion of the effects to be produeed by coneiliation; they had thiere- 
fore proteſted againſt being obliged to ſpecify any particular terms 
of coneiliation, but had defined it to be, in one word, the giving 
whatever Ireland wants: Suppoſing therefore for a moment, that 
a Parliamentary Reform in Ireland was as eaſy as it appeared dif⸗ 
fieult, and that the other meaſure could be adopted in its full extent 
without an act ef treaſon, there would ſtill remain for the new Mi: 
niſters to diſeover}'and to grant, what Ireland wants. He Was a 
prehenſive that the wants of different claſſes of perfonis 1 in that 
kingdom would” be found not very conſiſtent with each other. 


The landed gentleman, the merchant, the farmer, and'the' indul⸗ | 


trious artizan, would probably want to preſerve their Property; the 

juryman and magiſtrate would want not to be butchered ; the faith- 
ful and loyal ſubject of every daſs, would want to preſerve his alle⸗ 
giance to his Sovereign; while the conſpirator would” want t6 de 
ſtroy alt propery, to place che life of every man at His mercy, and 
finally, to ſubje& his country'ro the domination of Frante? * 


It was to reſiſt theſe ptineiples that” His colleagues and bimfelf 


were deſirous to remain in office; Willing to ebncede their titys:” 
tions to others, if by others more chectull | refiftarice'cout be wade; 
bot ready to expoſe themſelves to every” dünger itt 2 
r _— 
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But the Houſe had heard this night another matter of no flight 
importance. The ' Correſponding. Societies in England had been 
memioned—what thoſe Societies were, he need not remind their 
Lordſhips— Their publications, their meetings, their declarations, 
were in the memory of every man. A criminal had lately been 
convicted at Maidſtone, of attempting to'feduce the troops, and he 
was: found to belong to theſe ſocieties. A noble Lord (Marquis of 
Downſhire)' had told them, that even the United Iriſhmen would 
not have proceeded to the lengths they had, without the encourage- 


ment of theſe Societies. In one word, he could diſtinctly ſtate, that, 


in every corner of the King's dominions, whatever ſedition or treaſon 
could be-tound, whatever incitement to domeſtic tumult, whatever 
encouragement to foreign invaſion, to theſe ſocieties it was uniformly 
to be traced. Yet with theſe very Societies, it had been ſtated by 
a'moſt reſpectable Member of that Houſe (Lord Boringdon), that 
the noble Duke and his party were ſuſpected to have formed a 
myſterious and enigmatical connection. He truſted, that before the 
Houſe ſeparated that night, this ſuſpicion would be cleared up; that 
they ſhould hear this myſtery unfolded, and this enigma reſolved. 
He hoped it was impoſſible that any Member of that Houſe could 
have the ſmalleſt difficulty in clearing himſelf from ſuch a charge; 
in difavowing it openly, or in explaining it to the ſatisfaction of his 
country. He called folemnly upon the noble Duke to do ſo. 

For himſelf, and thoſe with whom he had the happineſs to be 
connected, he had explained to the Houſe the motives of their con- 
duct. It was for their Lordſhips to decide upon them; be that 
decifion what it might, it would not affect the principles on which 
they acted : anxious only to bear their part, whatever it might be 
which was aſſigned to them, in that noble ſtand which placed their 
eountry at the preſent moment in a ſtate of greater conſideration and 
reſpe& in Europe, than ever ſhe had acquired at the head of the 
moſt triumphant league. If they were anxious for glory, it was 
for the glory of having ſtood foremoſt in that reſiſtance, firſt in la- 


bour, firſt in danger, and he truſted, not laſt in honour; animating 


their country to its antient ſpirit, and enforcing to the utmoſt tbe 
neceſſity of that reſiſtance which, if ſteadily perſevered in, he was 
eonfident would withſtand a torrent that had torn * on the obs 
whatever had once bent before it. | 


The Marquis of LANSDOWN in reply Gad;; the noble Lon. 


derived/no-inconfiderable aid from a loud voice, a confident manner, 
and am àuthbritative air; the .uſual concomitants of office. He then 
reafſerted ſeveral of his firſt aſſertions, which: he ſhould: be ready to 
repeat upon his deathi- bed, and ſuffer his ſalvation to depend upon 


% 
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the the truth of them. He contended that it was not the-intereſt of 
France any more than of this country, to divide the German empire, 
and diffolve a number of theſe ſmall independent ſtates which were 
many years the bulwarks, and preſerved the balance of all Eu- 
rope. To this, however, the Republic was driven. Great Britain 
had refuſed them reaſonable terms of peace, which they certainly 
were anxious to obtain, and their only alternative was to hang round 
the Emperor, and make the beſt terms they could with him. Tt 
was a miſtake to ſuppoſe, that when he ſaid opportunities of making 
peace had been omitted, he referred to the time of the atrocious ty- 
ranny of Roberſpierre. It was, however, probable, that advantageous 
terms might have been made then ; from his own knowledge it 
was as clear to him as noon day, that they might have been ob- 
tained in 1792 and 1794; and.he ſaw no reaſon to think an ad- 
vantageous peace could not be coneluded at this moment. Miniſ- 


ters, however, were pleaſed to run their rigs; and by their omiſ- 


ſions, it once oceurred, amongſt innumerable evils, that what were 
formerly the ſmall bulwarks of the balance of power in Europe; 
were now grown into m maſſes, and no 1 nn. to oy 
general intereſts. _ - 8 

Lord GRENVILLE, in explanation, ſtated that the legal . 
rity which he had aſſerted the Bank Directors to have reeei ved on 
the 1 0 er CE came from the en of 
the Bank. 

The Duke of BEDFORD roſs | in reply. He ſhould not have 


treſpaſſed on their-Lordſhips' patience at that late hour, were it not 


that obſervations of a perſonal nature had been thrown: out againſt 
himſelf and the noble Lords who had ſupported his motion, which 
could not be wholly paſſed unnoticed. He ſhould not, however, 
detain them long with what he had to ſay. He was ſorry to re- 
mark, that Miniſters ſtill adhered to their old trick of turning diſ- 
cuſſions of the laſtimportance to the Public, into mere' queſtions of 
party, and of thence dealing out the moſt vague and unwarranted 
calumnies on every one who oppoſed their career. From the com- 
plexion of the proceedings of that night, he had no near proſpe& of 
a change in their conduct; and the only effect which they produced 
on his mind was, that of convincing him more foreibly than ever of 
the propriety of his declining attendance in that Houſe. The allu- 
ſion made by a noble Lord to the exiſtence of an ambiguous and 
cnigmatical connection between his friends and the Correſponding 
Societies, he would paſs over with that ſilence which ſuch an inſinu· 


ation deſerved· There was a prineiple called Honour, Which it 
vas the 3 ſome young men to have had eee 
2 | 
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in their breafts, here it took deep root, growing vp and expanding 
with their grouth, and ſerved as an unerring ftandard, by which 
they regulated tt the whole tenor of their lives. It was a diſtinguiſh. 
ing Feature « of this principle, that it inclined thoſe who really poſ- 
ſeſſed it to put the moſt fayourable conſtruction on the actions of their 
Row men, and generally to aſſimilate the motives of their conduct 
to their own, But ĩt was not at all ſurpriſing, that men who had never 
felt this principle, who. were capable of deſcending to the loweſt 
arts of cunning and intrigue, ſhould, by a ſimi lar analogy, attribute 
to others the fame ſelfiſh expedients to which themſelves had re- 
courſe. He regretted that the preſent Miniſters ſeemed ſtill deter- 
mined. to retain their ſituations, though at the hazard of plunging 
their unfortunate country into irretrievable ruin. He would retire, 
however, with the hope that the people, neceſſarily rendered more 
watchful than ever, would ſoon become alive to their real danger, 
and would unanimouſly endeavour to effect their ſalvation, by diſ- 
miſſing the preſent Miniſters, and appointing in their ſtead men of 
tried abilities and integrity. 
The Houſe then divided, when there appeared, 
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diſmiſſal of His Majeſty's preſent Miniſters, and a change of the 
ſyſtem on which, they have conducted the Government, can enable 
us to ſupport our preſent accumulated diſtreſs, or afford us: a chance 
of averting the dangers with which we are on all fides ſurrounded, 
and which, if not encountered with adequate fortitude and wilds, 
threaten certain, ruin, and diflolution to the power, laus and liber- 


tics of theſe rande. 
BEDFORD, 
DEREE.- * bo Rp 
THANE > 12 20 
NORFOLK, 5 4 NI. 
FH 
PONSONBY,” * 
HOUSE OF COMMONS... in 
Thurſdoy, March 22 _ oH dT 
The Houſe in a Committee, to take into conſideration the 
Report of the Committee of the ſame, concerning the new duties, i in 


lieu of the clock and watch tax, 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, the ſubject was now perfectly under- 
ſtood by gentlemen, that the ſcale of taxation was perfectly ſimple, 
and was by this time, he preſumed, perfectly clear. He had, 
therefore, nothing to add that could throw more light on the matter, 
although he admitted that ſome alteration would neceſſarily be 
made, and regulations adopted, not recited in that ſcale. As to 
pri neipte, nothing different from what already was avowed would be 
adduced. He, however, could not but acknowledge, ſceing an ho- 
nourable gentleman in his place (Mr. Huſſey), that ſome of his pro- 
poſitions of yeſterday, on conſideration, were adopted, and hie ſhould 
accordi ngly introduce them. As to the general ſyſtem, he ſhould 
ſubmit it in nearly the fame apy WY the abatements ſome- 
what different. neolot sd 
Mr. HUSSEY adlerved, da laſt. year, tools having, fix win- 
dows were taxed 18. ; now they are to be taxed 18. 214. ; ; thoſe 
having ſeven windows were taxed 2s. per window; gow. they are to 
be taxed 28. 6d. 3 thoſe of eight windows: were taxed gs, how they 
re to be taxed 38. d.; and ſo in proportion till theo mier ar- 
rives at twelve windows, when the tax is to decreaſe; ig proportion as 
dle number of windows increaſed. | This, he artzued, $95-pregoſ- 
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terous; it was decreaſing the tax where the ability to diſcharge it 
increaſed : it was an alteration capricious in its nature, and, as well 
as defiring to be informed why it was adopted, he wiſhed to know 
from the right honourable gentleman why the original mode had 
been abandoned? 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that the alteration he ſuggeſted 
was not the reſult of any capricious determination ; it proceeded 
from a fair inveſtigation of the effects of the mode firſt ſuggeſted, if 
carried into a law. He had carefully adjuſted it on a new ſcale ; 
and the abatements, when conſidered, would be found to equalize, 
and. that according to the proportion of property, as nearly as any 
calculation could admeaſure it, the exact amount of what rational 
juſtice could expect from each individual, according to his means. 
It would be found to correſpond with the amount required from all 
the co- exiſting laws on the ſubject, and would enumerate in one, all 
the co- exiſting acts thereon, three whereof would by this meaſure be 
conſolidated, . It was very true that houſes having not more than 
fix windows, and which came within the meaning of cottages, did 
not hitherto feel the preſſure of this tax; but he had to remind the 
Committee, that in laying the baſis of a general tax, it was neceſ- 
| fary to find ſome preciſe datum from whence to proceed, and whereon 
to found the ſtructure. On that principle he acted then; and if 
the cottage | felt the effect of an abrupt riſe in taxation, he could only 
fay, that the Hardſhip. would be found as much reduced as the caſe 
would. admit ; but ſomewhere he muſt begin. He then ſtated, that 
he mould begin with his reſolutions according to the table printed, 
excepting the proportions of the four firſt degrees, namely, houſes of 
ſix, ſeven, eight, and nine windows, whoſe duties he meant ꝛ0 in- 
ereaſe progreſſively, whilſt thoſe whoſe numbers exceeded that, 
ſhould be taxed additionally in an e ratio of the amount of heir 
number of windows. TIA lt 

Mr. WILBER FORCE BIRD doubled whether 'theſe taxes 
could be raiſed; and he was of this opinion for two reaſons ; firſt, 
becauſe it would be found either confounding the new aſſeſſment du- 
ties, or cancelling them altogether ; and next, becauſe in many re- 


ſpeAs 1 the payment of them might be evaded by the new aſſeſſment 
act: for inſtagce, the clauſe of that adt which, accommodates the 


new. gecupier of a © new houſe” with exactly the ſame charge ſor 
windows which he previouſly paid for his old and former houſe, 
would operate againſt the purpoſes of this act, becauſe the man who 
rented a, houſe, of. ſix windows before the paſſing of the act, or ſince 


its operatiqus commenced, and afterwards became (tenant. to 4 
houſe of fixty.. . windows, might. take an advantage of it, and be 
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cormpelled to anſwer for the payment vpon no more un = 
CO 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, the meaſure then before tie Houſe 
was in itſelf wholly diſtinct and apart from that of the aſſeſſment of 
the duties for the contribution, and therefore the ideas of confound- 
ing and cancelling either, or both, as apprehended by the honourable 
Pu were nugatory. 

Mr. Chancellor Pitt then moved ſeveral reſolutions for aboliſh- 
ing the old taxes as they ſtood; which being put, were carried. 
He then propoſed ſeveral other re for ſubſtituting a conſoli- 
dation of the old aſſeſſed taxes, together with the additional duties 
thereon; which were all carried, and the report of the Committee 
ordered to be brought up to-morrow. 

Colonel WALPOLE, agreeable to former intimation, ſaid, he 
ſhould move for a Committee, to take into conſideration the purport 


of a petition prefented to His Majeſty from the Maroons in the 


ifland of Jamaica, a copy whereof, he ſuppoſed, had been laid on the | 


table of that Houfe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT obferved, that the petition, ſaid to be 
from thoſe people, and preſented to His Majeſty, was really loſt ; 
but; independent of that, although he would not object to any mo- 
tion concerning it, which the honourable Member might think fit 
to make, for an addreſs to His Majeſty on the ſubject, yet he deſired 
it might be well underſtood, that, before he gave his conſent to any 
farther reſolution thereon, he muſt be convinced that the original 


might be authenticated by ſome official authority before any men 


were taken or adopted on the copy. 

The SPEAKER was of opinion, that no motion could regularly 
be made W — a copy, the original whereof was not authen- 
tleated. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT en that no addreſs could properly 
be made to His Majeſty as the caſe ſtood. 

Colonel WALPOLE faid he kept a copy of the petition, and 
particularly a copy of the letter directed to the Secretary of State in 
which the petition was encloſed, and which was a copy verbatim et 
leratim; and if he was not fortunate enough in obtaining an 


official copy of the petition to be laid before the Houſe, he certainly 


would move for a ung of the letter ineloſing it to be laid before 
them. 3 51 

Mr. Charledter PITT thought tat to be à very ſufffeieft 
atteſtation/of the verity or identity of the paper alluded tõ; but 
how far the honourable gentlemen knew that tfle origidal ele 
an authentic paper, was till x diffeulty which Prevalled, as uelk in 
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reſpeR of the letter encloſing the petition, as with regard to the pe- 
tition itſelf. 
The SPEAKER then obſerved, that he underſtood the original 


order to be for an addreſs to His Majeſty, praying for a copy of that, 


the original whereof could not be officially authenticated. This, 

re, being irregular, - he would ſuggeſt that whereby the ho- 
nourable gentleman might properly accompliſh his object, namely, 
to atteſt the letter at the Secretary of State's office. Such atteſtation 
would then juſtify the regularity of an addreſss. 

Colonel WALPOLE ſeemed to agree with this ſuggeſtion, and 
he therefore moved, That an humble addreſs be preſented to His 
Majeſty, praying that he would be graciouſly pleaſed to order that a 
copy of a letter, dated Halifax, April 23, 1797, encloſing a peti- 
tion from che baniſhed Maroons, and preſented to _ Majeſty, be 
laid before that Houſe ;"” 

waged: n ane 0 Mr. TIERNEY, was put and 
carried. © 

Mr. Chancellor PITT expreſſed his expeQation that a ſatisfac- 
tory authenticity of that letter would be produced, previous to any 
diſeuſſion on the ſubject of it. 

Colonel WALPOLE next moved, that an addreſs, in like 
manner, be preſented to His Majeſty, for the purpoſe of having laid 
before the Houſe two queries, propoſed by the Governor of Jamaica, 
through the medium of the agent thereof, by the Maroons of that 
Hand: His motive for this was, to ſhew to whom the commence- 
ment of the Maroon war was to be aſcribed. 

The SPEAKER fignified that it would be proper to make it ap- 
pear that theſe queries were a tranſmitted, previous to a mo- 
tion for an addrefs. 

"Mr. Chancellor PITT * with that obſervation: he could 
not conſent for ſuch queries to be produced, unleſs it were eſtabliſned 
they were forthcoming in an official ſhape ; ; and the honourable 
gentleman had an opportunity of convincing himſelf upon that ſub- 
ject, as the honourable gentleman, the agent for Jamaica, and to 
whom he alluded, was then in his ſeat, and he could eafily 
have an *opportunity of being thoroughly informed, without difh- 
cylty or delay. 

Mt. SEWELL (agent. for that iſland) denied the queries to 
have approached him in an official ſhape ; they were but the acci- 
dental refult of private correſpondence, and as ſuch he. always 
treated and confidered them. He alſo diſavowed that any thing 


| they contained related to the commencement, the Ps fr F the con- 


cluſion of die Maroon „ e 
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Colonel WALPOLE | ditfeted peremptorily with WL] 11 ho- 
eee gentleman. He inſiſted that they would eſtabliſh. the Fact, 
that the Maroon war entirely proceeded from our own, breach of 
treaty and of faithi: and to eſtabliſh” this, he gave notice, that on 


Thurſday next he ſhould move the Houſe, for the purpoſe of having 
the treaty entered into between General W n and the  Maroons 
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8 e dee Friday, March 23; | 3 „ 

The Pal of MOIRA ſaid, that underſtanding ande Leads 
(the Marquis of Downſhire) had, in the courſe of his ſpeech in the 
debate of laſt night, taken occaſion to controvert.in a ſttong mn 
ſeveral ſtatements which he (Lord Moira) had made with reſpect to 
the internal ſituation of Ireland, he; felt Ire 
oY notice, that, he. ſhould again bring that ſubje& before that 

ouſe. He would, however, defer it until he a the . Lordi 
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* uſe of their n, and therefore they ought not to be taxed as 
crane 2 

The SPEAK ER obſerved, that the proper place to make objee- 
Got to the meaſure would be in the Committee on the bill, after it 
een be brought in. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that many perſons in the higheſt 
Säntis in life uſed to evade the duty on ſingle-horſe chaiſes, by 
writing taxed cart on the backs of them. It was neceſſary, there- 
fore, to prevent this, and not to ſuffer perſons to uſe for pleaſure thoſe 


things that Have been exempted from duty on account of their being 


employed for purpoſes of induſtry. 

The other reſolutions being read, they were all agreed to, and 
bills ordered to be brought in on the ſame. It was alſo ordered, 
that it be an inſtruction to the perſons appointed to prepare the 
bills, to make a proviſion as to the repeal of the clock and 
watch tax. 8 | 


- 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, March 26. 


The Earl of MOIRA roſe, and ſaid :—I riſe, my 8 in 
or of ſome obſervations which fell from a noble Lord 
{Marquis of. Downſhire) in the debate of Thurſday laſt, which I 
learrit, as well from a peruſal of the public papers, as from conver- 
ſatiom with ſome perſons who were preſent on that occaſion. It 
may. be proper for me to premiſe, that I voluntarily abſtained from 
attending the diſcuſſion on that day, becauſe there were ſome con- 
cluſſons in the motion of the noble Duke (of Bedford) which | 
ound not wliolly approve, though I muſt expreſs my coneurrence in 


All the poſitions whieh he laid doun as productive of the preſent diſ- 


treſſes and ditficultics of the country. I have now to regret that I 
"Was not preſent on that day, as I might have ſpared myſelf the ne- 
deſſity of now troubling your Lordſhips on a ſubje& which I little 
expected to hear revived in this Houſe in the manner it has been 
done. A noble Peer thought proper to allude to my abſence, and ſtate 
himſelf prepared to give a broad contradiQion to the poſitions ad- 
vaneed by me in à former” debate upon the preſent ſtate of Ireland. 
Not wilhing entirely to truſt to looſe newſpaper reports, I am happy 
0 ſee the noble Marquis now in his place, who will have an oppor- 
* of correcung mis · ſtatements, if any ſuchi there were, net 
37511 
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plaining what the chances. were to which be could furniſh 2 
contradiction. It may be recollected, that of every thing which 
I advanced in this Houſe, I offered to bring evidence at your Lord- 
ſhips' bar, or before the Privy Council, if I were permitted to do ſo. 
I afterwards went over to Ireland, and laid down the ſame poſitions, 
and offered the ſame proof. That was preciſely the place where, 
if contradiction could be given, it might have been brought forward 
with effect; and as none was offered there, I little expected to hear 
the circumſtances controverted in this Houſe. However, it has 
happened otherwiſe, and the noble Lord and myſelf are now at iſſue. 
It is not my practice to make charges or aſſertions upon ſlight 
grounds ; and as I am able to prove every thing I uttered, I truſt 
the Houſe will not give way to contradictions which might be of- 
fered upon inadequate evidence or incompetent authority. My 
ſtatements were formed upon upwards of an hundred affidavits, 
which I have brought down with me this day; and the uſe I ſhall 
make of them will be determined by the mode of contradiction with 
which the noble Lord may feel himſelf diſpoſed to meet them. If 
I am driven to do ſo, I may read them as a part of my reply, or 
otherwiſe I ſhall depoſit them in the hands of the noble Lord upon 
the woolſack> It is proper, however, that I ſhould reſtate my for- 
mer poſitions, to enable the noble Lord to reply te them diſtinctly. 
wy aſſerted, in the fizſt place, that many diſtricts and whole provinces, 
were put out of the King's peace, and under military law; that 
the military, in many inſtances, committed, with impunity, the 
moſt inordinate exceſſes, and a great number of houſes were burned, 
and the inhabitants driven from their former habitations; that the 
toeſin or curfew was ſounded at nine o'clock at night, to oblige the 
peaſantry to put out their fires and their candles; and that this was 
ſo rigorouſly executed as, in one inſtance particularly, and no doubt 
there were many others, to outrage every feeling of humanity.” 

[The inſtance to which the noble Lord alluded, was that of an 
innkeeper, whoſe wife was on the point of death, and who. was re- 
fuſed to keep a fire and candle to enable him to help her with her 
drink or medicines.) I aſſerted, that tortures were applied in 
the exploded manner of piqueting, to oblige the miſerable inhabi- 
tants not only to confeſs againſt themſelves, but alf6 to extort from 
them informations agaĩ nſt others. I farther ſlated, that in eunſe: 
quence of theſe oppreſſions, the trade, of the Country; was rapidly 
declining, as would be found in the returns of the exęiſe and chf 
toms.” All. theſe ſtatements I undettake noy to] prove by affidev its 
that muſt be inconteſtible, if the noble Lord. i 185 Net provide with 
affidavits equally numerous and credible to contradict them. There 
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are ways, undoubtedly, in which it is competent for me to bring all 
theſe affidavits before the Houſe and the public. But, apprehen- 
ſive that in the prelent irritable ſtate of Ireland the publication of 
theſe facts might poſſibly tend to aggravate the misfortunes and 
inflame the minds of the people, I ſhould think it a more diſcreet 
mode to put them in the hands of the noble Lord upon the wool- 
ſack. My reſolution, however, in this reſpect, will be decided by 
that ſpecies of contraction which I ſhall hear in the courſe of the 


debate ; for I owe it to my own character to ſhew, that I am not 


capable of making light or groundleſs aſſertions. For the preſent, 
I ſhall wait for the noble Lord's reply 

The Earl of HILLSBOROUGH (Marquis of Downſhire, in 
Ireland) faid—I am exceedingly forry that the ſtate of Ireland 
ſhould be the ſubje& of debate in this Houſe, which certainly has 
no juriſdiction over the Executive Government of that country. 


Buch diſcuſſions are at preſent of an extremely delicate nature, and, 
_without being capable of producing any good effect, may do a 


great deal of miſchief. I had reaſon to regret my not being pre- 
ſent at the time when the noble Lord formerly made the motion 
to which he has alluded. I could then have explained to him how 


much he was miſinformed ; and I am now ready to correct him 
upon that ſubje& in any manner or in any place he may think pro- 


per. I cenfure not the motives of the noble Lord, being perfectly 
convinced that he thought his information correct, and aQcd in the 


manner his opinion led him to think moſt beneficial to his country ; 


but I muſt ſtill add, that I hold his conduct in this inftance to have 
been ill-judged and indiſcreet. Having been for nine months my- 
ſelf engaged in the focus of this rebellion, I may be allowed to 
have more local and direct information than was within the reach 
of other noble Lords to attain ; and it was from that knowledge 
I'ſpoke in contradiction to the noble Earl. That the military in 
ſome cafes were guilty of more exceſs and ſeverity than the lovers 
of good order could wiſh, is not to be diſputed : but what I aſ- 
ſerted on a former night, and what I till maintain, is, that theſe 
exccſſes were not committed by the authority and countenance of the 
Executive Government, which on every occafion took care that 


ſuch miſconduct ſhould be reſtrained and puniſhed. I alſo aſſert, 
that no outrages were committed with the conſent or knowledge of 
the officers'; and of that I am enabled to ſpeak with the more cer- 
tainty, as 1 was engaged myſelf, in that ſervice, for which I am 
not ſorry to ha ve become an object of averſion to the United Iriſh- 5 
men. Hut it muſt be eonſidered that many of the regiments con- 
ſiſted f W raw and e 8 and the ncble 
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Lord had himſelf experienced, in America, the great difficulty of 
reſtraining ſoldiers of that deſcription within the limits of regularity 
and good order. The noble Lord muſt recolle& that the Oppoſi- 
tion Prints of that time were filled with invectives againſt the out - 
rages and cruelties faid to be exerciſed by his Lordſhip's ſoldiers; 
and that, after the execution of Colone] Haymes, and- when the 
noble Lord was himſelf made priſoner, his friends in this country 
were greatly apprehenſive that he would be facrificed to the laws of 
retaliation, That all. theſe reproaches were ill-founded, no man 
knows better than myſelf, who ſerved with him all the time, and 
co-operated in all his meaſures. How I have ſince forfeited his 
confidence, I know not; but at that time we acted in perfect eon- 
cord and friendſhip. However ardent might be his zeal upon tha 
preſent occaſion, he ſhould reflect upon the difficulties of a like nature: 
which he had once in his own perſon to encounter. The troops. ia 
Ireland committed ſome exceſſes; but it might be remembered that 
they had the greateſt provocation, and that nothing could. exceed. 
the atrocious and barbarous conduct of the United Irihmen. IL. 
mean not to go back from any meaſures I have taken, or any advice 
have given; and I here aver, that I was one of the fuſt and 
warmeſt to recommend to the Irith Government the ſyſtem of coer- 
cion againſt thoſe traitors and rebels the United Iriſhmen. By this 
I incurred their hatred, as appears from the late conviction of a 
man who undertook to aſſaſſinate me, and who, when brought he- 
fore a jury, could not be ſaved even by the eloquence of Mr. Cur-; 
ran and his other advocates. I always acted in concert with Gene- 
ral Lake, an officer of approved talents, than whom I know no man 
of a more humane heart, a cooler head, or a ſounder judgement. 
The ſyſtem of Parliamentary Reform and Catholic Emancipation is. 
the thinneſt diſguiſe imaginable to the treaſon of the Iriſh rebels, 
whoſe efforts tend to diſunite their country from the Crown of Great 
Britain, and reduce it to a province of the French Republic. With 
men of ſuch deſigns and diſpoſitions, no conciliatory meaſures. could 
produce any good effect; and their atrocities are continually. inflam 
ing the minds of the ſoldiers. A regiment beheld nine or ten of 
their comrades ſhot in one day, in conſequence of having been deluded 
by the machinations, of the United Iriſhmen ; and it was not ex- 
traordinary if it gave a keener edge to their reſentment. It is not 
eaſy to have a conception of the various artifices by: which, in papers, 
hand- bills, &c, theſe miſereants laboured to ſpread diſaffection 
amongſt the military. I myſelf, as Governor of, the (county. of 
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one of which was, © 0 Connaught or to Hell.” The ſoldiers, 
therefore, were diſpoſed to retaliate upon them for the puniſhment 
of their miſguided comrades, ſeduced by their manœuvres. But it 
was never found that any officer partook in thoſe exceſſes; and, on 
every occaſion, the Government was zealous to ſuppreſs and puniſh 
them. No one, I believe, will queſtion the character of Lord 
Blaney as an officer or a gentleman, who, in the Iriſh Houſe of 
Peers, expreſſed opinions fimilar to mine, in which he was ſup. 
ported by the Earl of Cavan. All who are acquainted with the 
diſpoſitions of thoſe Rebels, are unanimous in the belief that coercion 
alone can produce any ſalutary effect upon them. I never knew a 
Catholic of knowledge, or education, who was a friend to what is 
termed, unqualified Catholic emancipation ; nor an enlightened 
Preſbyterian, who was an advocate for radical Reform. As to what 
has been ſaid of the ?2cſin being ſounded, to warn the peaſantry to 
put out their lights, the accounts are greatly exaggerated. Such a 
meaſure was never univerſally adopted. It was, indeed, purſued 
in the particular diſtricts which were for the time put out of the 
King's peace; but in ſuch circumſtances it was indiſpenſably neceſ- 
ſary. It might, indeed, in fome caſes, be attended with individual 
hardſhips ; but theſe muſt always give way to the public conveni- 
ence and neceſſities. What little more I have to offer, relates to 
the ſtatement of the noble Lord, reſpecting the decay of the trade 
and of the finances of Ireland. I have, however, ſome minutes in 
my hand, an extract of which J will take the liberty of reading, in 
order to ſhew that the noble Earl was mĩſinformed. In ſpeaking of 
the duties in cuſtoms and exciſe, he has ſaid that the cuſtoms of 
Belfaſt were reduced to an inconſiderable revenue from their uſual. 
amount of 1 50, oool. The returns, however, will ſhew, that 1 in 
1795, the moſt proſperous year of that branch of the revenue in 
Belfaſt,” the amount was no more than 101,000). ; and though 


he conſidered that town as the very heart and ſeat of the Rebellion, 


the deereaſe fince that time was no more than 7,000l. To balance 


this, the increaſe of the cuſtoms of Dublin was 1 1, oool. ; and. 


though i in Cork and Limerick there is a diminution, it is accounted 


for in the decreaſed importation and conſumption of rum in the 


country. As an Iriſhman, I feel pleaſure in obſerving the decreaſe 
in the conſumption of that article. The great improvements lately 


made in the agriculture of Ireland; enables it to raiſe ſuch an ad- 
ditional quantity of grain as is ſuffieient for the ſupply . of its un 
diſtilleries; and conſequently, while it diminiſhes the amount upon | 
the Coſtbme Habe books, relieves the country from the drain, 


which would be occaſioned by the importation of foreign articles. 
\ 
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Upon the whole, it appears, that the commerce of that country. is 
ſo augmented as to produce in the tonnage an increaſe of 17,00. 
His Lordſhip then read ſome extracts of the ſpeech of the Triſh, 
Lord Chancellor (Earl of Clare) upon Lord Moira s late motion, in 
which he developes the views, and recites the atrocities of the United, 
Iriſhmen, in order to ſhew the inefficacy of attempting to work 
upon them by any conciliatory meaſures. He added, that had he: 
been aware of any occaſion for ſo doing, he might have been fur-. 
niſhed with affidavits without number, in ſupport of all his ſtate- 
ments. | 
The Earl of MOIRA faid, he was extremely glad to find him- 
ſelf exonetated from the neceſſity of entering into a detail upon 
fats, which he had no deſire to make known to the Public. He 
wiſhed, however, to know, what the noble Marquis meant by a ſyſ- 
tem of coercion? If he had ſtated what formerly happened in the 
Low Countries | 
The Earl of CAERNARVON here roſe to call Lord Moira to 
order, who, he obſerved, had expreſſed his ſatisfaction at the diſ- 
cuſſion being ended, and at the ſame time was entering into one 
upon the moſt delicate ſubject that could be conceived. He was 
not inclined to agree with him in the aſſertion, that when one 
ſtates certain facts, they muſt be admitted as true, unleſs ſomebody 
ſhould contradict them. The Houſe might hear facts, and not de- 
cide on them; but it was as unneceſſary as it was impolitic to have 
every point puſhed to the utmoſt extent. 
The Eari6f MOIRA did not think it was diſorderly to have 
proceeded in the manner he did. He had no intention, however, 
of endeavouring to introduce, in an indirea way, any matter which 
the Houſe might not wiſh ſhould be made known. That was an 
artifice he diſdained. He would not therefore take up any more of 
their Lordſhips' time, but content himſelf with putting into the 
hands of the noble Lord on the woolſack the papers containing the 
affidavits he had mentioned. With regard to the military exceſſes 
in Ireland, the Houſe could not ſuppoſe the Government was alto- 
gether free from blame in not having checked them: and to 
e that ſuch was the caſe, one of the papers in his ae 
ſtated 
The Duke of ATHOLL roſe to call the noble Earl to hk | 
The delicacy of the times were ſuch as to render it highly i improper 
to mention any circumſtances relative to the ſubject under diſcuſſion. 
There was no queſtion then before the Houſe; all that had paſſed 
was deſultory converſation ; and therefore he would move, that the. k 
Houſe might immediately adjourn, . 1, .,; cn 0 2d bloom dow: 
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The Far! of CARLISLE obſerved, that it was highly irregular 
t papers to any Member of that Houſe while the Houſe was 


A If the noble Earl wanted to lay his papers before the 


Houſe, the proper mode would be, to move to have them brought 
up and laid upon the table. 
The Earl * MOIRA faid, he could not think. of moving to 


kave tlie papers laid on the table, becauſe he did not wiſh to have 


then made public, unleſs he was called on to do fo. 
Lord GRENVILLE ſubmitted to the Houſe, whether it was 
proper to ſuffer a diſcuſſion of this kind to go on. 


The queſtion of adjournment was then put, and their Lordſhips 
een 


an HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


| Monday, March 16. 

Mr. WILLIAM DUNDAS ſaid, that agreeabiy to the notice 
he had given on a former day, he then roſe to move for leave to 
bring i in a bill to enable His Majeſty to call out part of the Militia 
in Scotland. The motives which had induced him to make this 
motion were, that laſt year certain perſons had expreſſed doubts 
whether His Majeſty could call out leſs than the whole of the. 


Militia, conſiſting of fix thouſand men. But thoſe moſt experi- 


enced in affairs of this kind, thought it would be better to call out 2 
part than the whole of ſuch” a body of raw, troops. The half 
would, he thought, be ſufficient on any ordinary occaſion, and calling 
them out in this number would be the beſt means of rendering their 
force efficient. 

Mr. HUSKISSON, in the abſence o* a right honourable friend 


(Mr. Secretary Dundas), gave netice that a motion would tos, 


morrow be made for leave to bring in a bill to take meaſures i in caſe, 
of emergericy. 

In reply to a queſtion from Me. Tierney, Mr, Huſkiſſon Rated 
that the object of the bill was to enable His Ma jefty to direct that 
ptoper meaſures might be taken to remove live Lock from the ſea- 
coaſt, in caſe of the inyafion 5 nt enemy, J for [the uſe af : of; Wie. 
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Tueſday, March 27. Yo fred + 

Mt. Secretary DUNDAS moved the Houſe, that leave be given 
to bring in a bill to enable His Majeſty more effectually :« provide 
for the defence and ſecurity of the realm, and to indemnify perfons 
who might ſuffer in their property by ſuch meaſures as thould be 
thought neceſſary. He prefaced the motion by obſervations to the 

following effect :— | 33 
« ] am perfectly aware, that in moving for leave to bring in a 
bill under a deſcription ſo general as that I have to propoſe, it is na- 
tural for the imagination of gentlemen in this Houſe to ſuggeſt the 
queſtion, whether the country is not now in poſſeſſion of the moſt 
powerful navy it ever could boaſt, and whether it is neceſſary to re- 
quire any precautions beſides that navy, in order to ſceure us from 
danger? I am ready to admit the truth of ſuch a ſuggeſtion. We 
certainly are poſſeſſed of a navy of that deſcription which mankind 
in general are diſpoſed to attribute to it; but notwithſtanding this, 
it is the opinion of many, founded on the ſoundeſt reaſons, that 
there are certain military operations which render it improper to 
reſt entirely on the ſecurity of our navy. I am allo ready to admit 
that it may be aſked, whether we are not at this time poſſeſſed of a 
greater land-force than this country was ever known to have had, 
not only by means of our regular force of militia, but by other 
forces arifing from the voluntary ſervices of the people ; I admit 
the fact to be, that at this moment the ſecurity of the country, ſq 
far as it reſts on the land-forces, is in a greater Nate of forwardneſs 
than it ever was at any former period. I am ready to admit it is 
not in our regular forces alone we reſt that ſecurity never could 
this country boaſt ſuch a force as it now-has to look up to, reſting 
on the baſis of voluntary exertions ; not lefs than fifty or ſixty thous 
ſand men are ready to be brought into the field in the ſupport of 
the country againſt the enemy, upon the principle of voluntary ſer- 


vice, aQuated by zeal for the cauſe in which the country is engaged. 


When I ſtate this, I have the ſatisfaction of ſtating that which is a 
proof, that the ardour of the people of this country againſt the enemy. 
with whom we. are contending, needs, no additional incitement. 
On this ſubject, I can appeal to many who now hear. me, who 


know that there gxiſts a byraing zeal in the ſubjeRs of this country.. 


to come forward in defence of their own rights and prapexties.,. Fox. 
myſelf, I can fay, that not a day pafſes in which I hae t, offers: 
from perſons. iq every. quarter, deſirous of uniting in the defence, of 
te country. With all this accumulation of naval and military 
force, it may be natprally aſhed, What have we @ dread and 
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what neceſſity is there for additional meaſures of precaution ? [ 
am ready to ſay, that with ſuch a navy, and ſuch an army, I ſhould 
have felt diſpoſed to have ſtated to the Houſe, that the country had 

nothing to fear, and that we might have reſted ſecure from the 
attacks of the enemy; but, at the ſame time that I feel ſo con- 
vinced of the ſuthciency of our ſtrength, I ſhould think that neither 
the Lexiſtative nor Executive Government of the country would do 


their duty, if they did not afford the people the means of exerting 


their zeal to the molt advantage, and of coming forward in a man- 
ner moſt” likely to be beneficial to the country. This then is the 
object of the meaſure which I have the honour to ſubmit to the 
Houſe. I am ſatisfied that, in caſe of emergency, the feeling of 
the country; and that generous ardour by which the: people are ac- 
tuated, would ſufficiently be manifeſted, if left to its own ope- 
ration; but, on the other hand, rhe Houſe will go with me in the 
opinion, that that zeal and ſpirit which, ſo much to the honour of the 
country, do &xiſt, fhould be reduced to a ſyſtem, that, when the peo- 
ple are called forth to exertions in the cauſe of the country, they 
may act with regularity; that in place of that confuſion which muſt 
naturally be the eonſequence of any alarm of an approaching or in- 
vading enemy, every man deſiring to come forward to repel that 
enemy may know the part he is called upon to act. that no one 
may be at a loſs as to the ſervice which he may individually be re- 
quired to perform; every one will agree with me, that ſuch a di- 
rection af the zeal and ſpirit of the country would not only tend to 
produce a mueh greater armed force, but would add tenfold to its 
vigaur.” Such are the grounds of the meaſure: the Houſe will per- 
eve that it is founded on the general feelings of the people of the 
cbuiitry; and the neceſſity that their zeal and ſpirit ſhould be directed 
to tho cutmoſt advantage, in caſe their exertions are required. For 
ſuch a mraſure there are many reaſons which might be urged, but 
this aſone will be fuffieiemt that we are now fighting for the 
teepeſti ſtake that ever any country fought for. At the firſt moment 
of the Frenety- Revolution, it was predicted chat the prineiple on 
Whiofi iwas founded was not only incompatible with the happineſs 
of that dolintryg but with the happineſs of every other. We had an 
rarbywürning of the truth of the prediction by the circumſtances: of 
perſons frorn ins eountty being admitted at the bar of the Convention 
tur theravowtd purpoſerof overturning our eſtabliſhed Conſtitutioa. 
MWerearly hau this warning · But whether the French Government 
thonght-they were deceived as to the -repteſentations made of--the 


Femiments of che people of this country; ur were deſirous of leaving | 


$Ecxectaivovf ehcir:defigns till u more favourable opportunity; 
> 4 5 
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know not. Be that as it may, I am not anxious of recurring to 

ſt tranſactions, either as to proceedings in Parliament, or out- It 
is ſufficient for the preſent that I believe I ſpeak the ſenſe of man- 
kind in general, when J ſtate as an incontrovertible truth, that this 
country is contending for its very exiſtence, and whether it ſhould 
have a place among nations; with ſuch a ſtake, that zeal which 
has been manifeſted is accounted for. It is a zeal which, in this 
country, has ever increaſed, in former times, in proportion as the 
danger has become greater; and I am perſuaded exactly in the ſame 
proportion will it increaſe, if the attempts of the enemy ſhall con- 
tinue to demand it. Sir, the general purport of the bill is confined 
to two or three objects; it does not go farther than what has al- 
ready been adopted in many of the larger counties.  - In the county 
of Dorſet in particular, individuals have come forward in a manner 
fimilar to what it is propoſed they ſhould by this bill. Many-mea- 
ſures of defence againſt the enemy have been taken. The Sheriff 
of the county has come forward at the head of the poſſe: comtatus ; 
but whatever advantage may be derived from ſuch bodies of men 
ſo called forth in the counties or larger diſtricts, it ſtill may be a 
doubt whether the duties required of a Sheriff at the head of the 
poſſe of a county are not ſomewhat unconneRed with thoſe duties 
required of him as Sheriff. Many other meaſures of a ſimilar: na- 
ture have been carried into execution under the authority of Lords 
Lieutenants of counties ; yet it may alſo admit of a doubt, whether 
even their powers are fully adequate to embrace all the objects ne- 
ceffary to attend to, and to which the preſent bill is meant to ex- 
tend. The object of the bill is to have the power of knowing, in 
caſe of emergency, who are ready to appear in arms, in order to eo- 
operate with the exiſting power of the country, and to enable thoſe 
who are ſo inelined, to be put into that fituation whieh may be moſt 
anſwerable to giving effect to their inelinations. It is farther in- 
tended to give Government legal power to inveſtigate what force is 
in the country competent to act in the ſhape of pioneers drivers of 
waggons, or to perform the various other ſervices! which: àre on- 
netted with the operations of an army. One great proviſſion of 
the bill will be to make compenſation to thefe who hall ſuffer by 
the attempts of the enemy, aud the meaſures taken to reſiſt them: 
and in order that no perſon may be induced to withdraw his ſtock 
from the general ſervice of the country, or may ſuffer from any part 
of his ſtock being: deſtroyed by the enemy, or apptomiated. by tlie 
country. for this purpoſe, the proviſions of the bill go to render in- 
demnification- certain, either where property is applied to che ſervice 
of gur own country or is deſtroyed in order to prevent it;-from 
| 3H 2 
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falling into the hands of the enemy. It muſt occur to every one, 
that, in the proſpect of an invaſion, it will become neceſſary, in 
particular diſtricis, though it is impoſſible ta point where at preſent, 
to eroct covers for batteries, and to raife works in critical ſituations, 
where the operations of the enemy are moſt likely to be directed: 
for this purpoſe it may be found necefiary, that pieces of ground 
ſhould be appropriated-for ſuch erections ; but if it is expedient to 
eheck-the attempts of the enemy by ſuch means, it is no leſs fo 

that it mould be fully underſtood that complete indemnification will 
bo made, and that no man will fuffer by any aid which he may con- 
tribute to the public ſervice. There are ther circumſtances proper 
to be ad verted to by the proviſions of the bill. It may be ex- 
eerdinꝑly neceſſary to remove the property of the inhabitants of 
villages, wh may be employed in arms for the defence of the 
country, or as pioneers, and to carry off their ſtock, in order to 
prevent its falting into the hands of the enemy. It may occur 
that much ctuelty and much inhumanity would be exereiſed, if, at 
the time the able-bodied men were emploved in the field, ſome pro- 
viſion was not made for the infants and aged who would be left un- 
proteſted: to thioſe caſes the bill will apply. Phe general object 
of it il be, to give the Lords Lieutenants of counties every neceſ- 
ſary aid, for enabling them to embody thoſe who may be prompted 
to come forward, as they now have with regard to embodying the 
general militia of the country. By this means, Sir, I truſt, that 
not only the whole ſpirit of the country will be animated and invi- 
gorated, and be fully equal to any exertions which the enemy may 
be able to make, but will prove, that while other countries are fal- 
ing to wreck, we ſtand a proud and powerful nation in the middle 
of the ocean, and will alſo proclaim that there ſtill exiſts one ſpot 
in the world, determined to repel the attacks of thoſe who would 
enſlave it. But to this bill may be objected the danger of entruſt- 
ing weapons indiſeriminately to all defcriptions of perſons. As to 
men taking arms in their hands, and afterwards uſing them as they 
thiak proper, Lam ready to ſubſoribe to the opinion, if it applies ge- 
nerally ; but if the objection ĩs meant to extend to regular forces. or 
to men who ſtep forward voluntarily to co-operate with the regular 
A Faxces, from a zral to repel an enemy, I cannot admit the objection 
Has any weight. I believe there is nothing that can add -confidence 
t tie people, and enable them to feel a ſeeurity under their own 
Boveru ment, except being poſſeſſed of the means uf | co-operating 
fort he ogenerab defenee of the country. It is this that calls forth 
into cctiom men's love for their country, and it is on this bafis that 
the prowions ꝛ0f the bill are founded; and therefore, if the obſec- 
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tion is made on the ground of any danger arifing from truſting the 
people ſo coming forward in the defence of the country with arms, 
it is an objection to one of the moſt leading principles of the bill; 
for I may lay this down as an argument which cannot be refuted ; 
if men are deſirous of bearing a part in the defence of the country, 
under whatever claſs or deſcription they may fall, their exertions 
cannot be effectual, unleſs they act in uniſon with each other, and 
with regularity. It is by ſo doing they form all a part of that great 
ſyſtem of defence, which will render this country totally invincible 
and impregnable. When I fay this, I defire not to be ranked 
among thoſe who aſſert, that the country is perfectly ſafe from the 
danger of truſting arms indiſeriminately. I cannot ſuppoſe that 
there are not men in this country whom it would be improper to 
truſt with arms on the appearance of the enemy, or who, on ſuch a 
day, would not be proper objeQs of our care and vigilance. I would 
not, on this occaſion, ſay any thing that may prevent unanimity ; 
but I may be-allowed to ſay there are, I will not call them large, but 
certainly confiderable bodies of men, who are not only inimical to 
the Government of this country, but there are men who, to for- 
ward their own views, are defirous of introducing reform through 
the medium of their connection with the enemies of this country. 


There are conſiderable bodies of men in this country, who are en- 


gaged in traiterous correſpondence with the enemy, in order to: aid 
their own views, I have no doubt of the fact. I know it with 
certainty. It was not my detign to throw out ſuſpicions ; I know 
that Parliamentary Reform is captivating to the cars ; but God for- 
bid that all who entertain feelings different from the generality of 
the people of this country ſhould be ineluded among the objects of 
my ſuſpicions ; they are applicable only to thoſe who wiſh to in- 
troduce a Reform by the aid of a French Revolution. I muſt day, 
that many perſons, aſſociated under the name of Parliamentary Re- 
formers, are deſirous of effeQing it by the very means J have juſt 
now ſtated ; and the French have thought it material to their cauſe, 


to hold out in one general ' lump, to all Parliamentary Reformers, 
their offers of aſſiſtance. ' I believe they are miſtaken in their no- 


tions as to all who wiſh for Parliamentary Reform; but permit me 
to obſerve, that gentlemen will do right to inquire well, to,examine 
well, as to the views, characters and ſentiments of thoſe with whom 


they are connected in the ſame cauſe. If they will do this, they will 


find that this is not a moment to diſturb the country, or to forward 
the views of the enemy, by holding out any meaſures of Reform, 


A. however congenial to their own VIEWS. I wiſh to ſtate, that under 


me deluſive name of Parliamentary Reformers, there aro/exiſting in 
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his country men aſſociated: by every tie, endeavouring by infamous 
and diabolical means to promote the deligns of the enemy. When. 
ever the criſis arrives, then thoſe muſt be the objeQs of watching, of 
care and attention. I will not ſay more; but I.am perſuaded. the 
zeal of the country is.ſuch, as to render the preſent meaſure a pro- 
per one. The people know they are contending for their exiſtence; 
and I truſt that thoſe-who think the friendſhip of the French a ſeeu- 


rity for the peace of the country, will refle on the fate of tnoſe 


countries to which they have extended their triendinip, I will not 


refer to what has paſſed in Flanders and Holland; the circunil.nces 


with reſpe& to thoſe countries are obliterated by the more tccent 
conduct of the French: wherever they have appeared, under the 
name of friendſhip they have ſoon aſſumed the character of con- 
querors. Venice, (Genoa, Naples, and Rome, are proofs of what 
is to be expected from the friendſhip of France; and every country 
that follows ſuch examples will equally fall ſacrifices to their frater- 
nal embrace. But, above all, there is a recent circumſtance, which 
it is impoluble to paſs over on a day ſuch as this, when I am endea- 


| "Rs to call forth the zeal, the ſpirit and the valour of the coun- 


Itꝭ is impoſſible for the Houſe not to ſce I refer to the inhu- 
— 4 exerciſed towards that ill-uſed nation of heroes, of virtuous 
heroes, the Swiſs Cantons. We all know that with robbers' hands, 
without. any. provocation, they. have attacked that virtuous: people, 
who have, ſtudiouſly avoided every way by which offence could be 
given, who have ſiruggled to preſerve a pure neutrality amidſi the 
convulſions. of Europe ; yet, becauſe they were neutral, becauſe they 
gave no provocation, they have proyoked the hatred of the French, 
who. now, under the walls of Berne, think themſelves at liberty to 
drink ruin to Great Britain, who, are boaſting that every battle 
gained in Switzerland is an advantage over Great Britain; with ſuch 
an enemy as we have to contend, we have no doubt left as to 
their object. . They have told us it is the deſtruction of our com- 


SS WF +» wma 


us to hold. up, ourſelves as that proud dads n which have 

ſo long characterized the annals of Great Britain. I do not think 
it neceflary to add any, thing farther ;, I have ſaid thus much in 
orger to explain the reaſons for bringing forward the meaſure, which 


is meant as an incentive; to, call, forth the energy and 1pirit of the 


country, and, p bereit, ſceurity beyond the reach of doubt. He 
then moved . That leave be given to bring in a bill to provide for 
the ſcourity and, defence of theſe realms; and to ſiademnity perſons : 
who, may. ſyftex -ipjurs io. their property ms operation of ſuch 
wehe VI 85 115 Vins Ai, 1 E902 > to jisd 5613 26) DI” 
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General TARLETON faid, he would not follow the example 
of the honourable gentleman by diſcuſſing the ſtate of the country, 
becauſe he did not mean to denounce the means by which it was 
reduced to its preſent ſituation ; nor would he call it calamitous, 
becauſe he would not appal the ſpirit of the people, at a criſis big 

with danger, and loudly demanding the greateſt unanimity and ex- 
ertion. As to the ſpecific meaſure before the Houſe, he would not 
oppoſe it, but he would ſtate ſome obſervations. To him, then, 
there appeared ſome ſteps which ſhould have been taken previous to 
the meaſure before the Houſe. As for his part, he did not mean to 
give a leſſon to General Buonaparte ; he only meant to ſtate what 
appeared to him eſſentially neceffary to the ſalvation of the country. 
The conſequence of his openly and freely declaring his opinion on 
that point could not be injurious. The enemy with whom we had 

ta deal, muſt know our ſituation; and the people muſt and ought to 
know the difficulties to be encountered. He applauded the loyal | 
ſpirit they had ſhewn, which he admitted to be as great as the right 
honourable gentleman had ſtated it ; but that ſpirit ſhould be pro- bp 
perly directed; and we ought, like Evgliſhmen, to place ourſelves i 
in a proper ſituation to meet the coming danger. The enemy were 
making great naval preparations; but from the time requiſite for 
their completion, England and Ireland did not appear to him in any 

danger, at leaſt for ſome months. Formerly the enemy had ſent an 
army to Ireland: but it did not follow chat they could do it again 
with the ſame facility ; we had benefited by the meditated attack; 
the country was put into a ſtate of defence, and proper meaſures 
taken to prevent its repctition. W here, then, he would atk, was 
the country open to danger ? Why, i in the neighbourtivod' of the” 5 
metropolis; it was vulnerable in the eaſtern coaſt, which was not 
far diſtant from the capital. That was the part where they could 
make their attack with any chanee of ſucceſs.” God forbid they a 
ſhould do ſo; but if they ſhould, their march would be as ; rapid as 
poſſible; they knew there were no fortified towns to be left behind 
them; they would not eneumber tbemſelves with heavy baggage and 
proviſions, which, by retarding their movements, would afford time 
to render their efforts ineffectual. Did Buonaparte do ſo when he 

5 was marching” forward to Vienna? No, no, Should they land 

ä I 60 or 170 miles from the metropolis, it would be a niarch f 

5 ſeven or eight days to reach it; but probably their? maren! to me 

it metropolis wonld not be one of more thah tree or dur diys; oe 

* would advife, therefore, that ſo many | troofs Theth# net be left in 

410 the ſouthern, the horthern, and weſtern edtretiiitles f the Kingdom, 
. and that the beſt of our troops, both Ry and cavalry, ſhould be 1 
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drawn to the neighbourhood of London, where our force ſhould be cc 
concentrated, leaving detachments to protect the principal com- = 
mercial towris, fach as Newcaſtle, Liverpool, and Briſtol. Betides þ 
this, other precautions were necetiary. A regiment, he admitted, =. 
drawn out in St. James's Park, looked well, and ſeemed able to act h 
with the utmoſt celerity; but look at its marching from canton- fe 
ment to cantonment, and fee how flow and encumbered its motion. b 
To enable our army, then, to cope with the French, it muſt be diſ- A. 
embarraſſed of much of its preſent incumbrances. Lock to the 0 
conftirution of the French army. A Captain in the French army th 
carried his own baggage ; he did nor mean to reduce an Engliſh al 
officer to that fituation. But expedition was the ſoul of enterprize, E 
and eertainly- alterations ſhould be made in thoſe particulars which * 
rendered us unable to act with as much expedition as our enemies. of 
Theſe, then, were the previous ſteps to which he alluded. As to the h 
driving the oountry, as recommended by the honourable gentleman, Ni 
that would be time enough when the enemy landed. Tf he might fi 
be allowed to advert to his own exertions in America, a country b- 3 
much more thinly inhabited than this, this meaſure could not be ac- al 
compliſhed. He had the higheft opinion of the loyalty of the cl 
people, and would be forry any individual ſhould not be indemni- al 
fied for his lofſes ; but he feared the meaſure of driving the country tc 
would produce irritation ; and it could not be forgotten, that the G 
report of it laſt year contributed to the ſtoppage of the Bank, by in- th 
ducing people to diſpoſe of all their cattle, and hoard up all their al 
money.” Such were his ſentiments; and by thus candidly ſtating . 
them, he did not mean to depreſs the ſpirit of the people; he D 
wiſhed the beſt, and hoped one day to have the pleaſure, which he th 
did not believe was confined cxclufively to an old ſoldier, of talking la 


over the battles with Buonaparte. He weuld not ſay that he was not 
a great and diſtinguiſhed General; but in what eſteem could he be 
beheld by ſuch a man, if he did not do the beſt in his power for 8 


his country? Would he not rather turn from him with contempt " 
and abhorrence? He hoped he need not apologize for pay ing this 
compkment to the abilities of that General, which were confeſſedly * 
great in the opinion of all profeſſional men. Merit was merit every ta 
where; and he who could not difcern it in an mmf could 7 ipod th 
ops iu e6mbar him with advantage. ” 
Seneral Delaney and Sir William Palteny role ” ſpeak at tle 1 
i Caitic time. 10t Hum F9v13t92 918127 194 0 1 th 
Genetef DELANCEY declared, that he was 200 will 4e : 
give *place to the HEnonhblc Batonet, as he acknowledged he —— * 


frotn being well prepared to Kreſs" the Houſe. He had riſe in 


05 
* 
1 


fence of the country, ſeemed to think that the metropolis only ſhould 
be ſecured, while the extremities were left defeneeleſs; and he op- 
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conſequence of the honourable General who ſpoke laſt having called 
upon military people to give their opinion upon a eertain point; but 
he ſhould have much difficulty in ſtating the little he had to ſay to 
the Houſe, as he was not in the habit of {peaking in publie- The 
honourable general, in alluding to the meaſures taken for the de- 


poſes the bill beeauſe he thinks another meaſure which he prefers 
ought to have been done firſt: but the concentrating! the force of 
the country round the capital, which the honourable General was fo 
anxious for, had already been done, as far as propriety would permit. 
He was perfectly certain, that if the enemy did come here, they 
would meet with a reſiſtance which the honourable General 
did not think they had reaſon to expect. The honourable General 
bud ſpoken a good deal of Buonaparte: he acknowledged that Ge- 
neral had done wonders ; but if he came to this country, he would 
find himſelf oppoſed in a manner he had never been before. But, 
while praiſes were beſtowed on General Buonaparte, it was remark- 
able not a word was ſaid of the diftinguiſhed perſonage who held the 
chief command in this country. Whenever an occaſion ſhould 
arrive, he was convinced that perſonage would manage the Britiſh 
forces in ſuch a manner as would ſhew that there were officers in 
other countries befides France. If Buonaparte did land upon 
the Britiſh ſhores, he had no doubt but that all the glory he bad 
already obtained would be ſpeedily tarniſhed. 

General TARLETON, in explanation, Rated, that General 
Delancey had miſtaken what he had ſaid. He did not ſay that all 
the troops ſhould be drawn to the metropolis ; he bad expreſsly 
faid, that detachments ſhould be left to guard the Seat Wenn 
fuch as Newcaſtle, Briſtol, &c. 

| General DELANCEY replied, that he had merely endeavoured; 
to recollect and to ſtate what appeared to him to be the genera tenor 
and ſcope of the honourable gentleman's arguments. | 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY rejoiced to ſee that every one 
was agreed as to the neceſlity of defending the eountry. It was cer-. 
tainly. fair, kowever, to diſcuſs the mode of defence 3:and- he 
thought it very improper to receive with a ſneer the ſuggeſtions which 
any Member of that Houſe might throw out. For; his part, Ae 
was ready to declare that the meaſure: met his een and: he 
thought the right honourable Secretary deſerved much for bringing 
it forward. If it had any fault at all, it was, that it Ms ꝓropaſed 
too late. A great force was certainly neceſſary to defend cha me- 


 tropolis ; but it it would be abſurd to leave Newcaltle, Briſtal Liv8r>: | 
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pool, and other great towns, defenceleſs. By. calling forth the ge. 
neral force of the country, every place would be caſily protected; 
and he was convinced that, if an invaſion took place, the ſpirit af - 
this country would ſhew itſelf in a manner it had never done be- 
fore. The right honourable Secretary had alluded to the late events 
in Switzerland. The events which had happened in that country 
ought to be a warning to Great Britain, while the heroiſm of the 
people diſplayed examples worthy of our imitation. That reſiſt- 
ance. was magnanimous when attacked by the formidable power 
of France, Even the French Generals expreſſed their aſtoniſh. 
ment, that in a country which had not been at war for two hun- 
dred years, troops ſhould be found that would rally five times be- 
fore they were conquered. But the Swiſs were endangered, he 
hoped not ruined, by a falſe ſecurity. A welk-informed and able 
politician of their own country had told them four years ago, that 
the French would, take advantage of them in the manner they had 
done : he was regarded, however, as a falſe prophet, and his advice 
was not attended to. The Swiſs Cantons were taken unzwares ; 
he did not believe they would have been conquered. if they had 
been prepared. He hoped meaſures. would be taken to embody a 
much greater number of men in this country, than could pcRlibly 
be brouglit againſt them. If. the enemy were to ſucceed in land- 
ing (and he never doubted but that a landing wight take place, not- 
withſtanding we were maſters of the ſea), it was of the greateſt mo- 
ment that we ſhould have the ſuperiority of numbers. So far as 
he underſtood the honourable Secretary's plan, he was perfectly ſa- 
tisfied with it: and he thought that there was much ability ſhewn 
in the ſcheme, the outline of which had juſt been given to the 
Houſe. | He was glad to fee proper precautions about to be taken. 
It was obvious, that, upon an-invaſion, many more men would be 
Wanted than thoſe merely detained for fighting; but he was glad to 
ſee that the force of the country was to be called forth, and that the 
people were to be armed in, its defence. The being armed would 
tend to excite a military ſpirit. The firſt idea of an unarmed. man 
was to run from danger; but his feelings were very different when 
he was armed. With regard to diſaffected perſons, he believed there 
yere not many of them in the country; there were certainly very few 
that would aſſiſt the French. In a free country ſuch as this, it was 
Natural that there ſhould bave. been, much diviſion reſpeRing a war 
like the, preſent 3 but the believed there was naw a very, general and 
great Alteration in the ; publie, Opinion reſpecting French affaurs: 
Whrg. che: moment of danger ſhould arrive, the patriotiſm of the 
3 * 78 the. foe. — che 
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people will return again to their political diſputes. * He could not 


help ſaying one word more with reſpect to the Swiſs. They had 


diſplayed that fort of ſpirit which he loved to ſee in a country. He 
ſhould be happy to ſee the Britiſh nation adopt ſome meaſure, cal. 
culated to mark, in the ſtrongeſt manner, its deteſtation at the con- 
duct of the French with reſpect to Switzerland, and its admiration 
and reſpect for the virtuous and heroic people of thoſe Cantons. He 
did not pretend to ſtate how this ſhould be done: he only threw 
out the hint; and he hoped that ſome gentlemen would bring for- 
ward a plan for carrying into effect ſome meaſure of this nature. 
Mr. NICHOLLS.—Tt is really painful to me, at a moment 
like the preſent, to find myſelf under the neceſſity of rifing, and 


ſtating what occurs to me, upon the ſubject now before the Houſe ; 


but, though T think it my duty to make ſome obſervations on the 
propoſed meaſure, I declare that 1 do not mean to oppoſe the mo- 
tion. It appears to me, Sir, that all the meaſures that have been 
taken, or that may be hereafter taken, for the ſafety of the country, 
can be but of little avail, while His Majeſty's Miniſters perfiſt in 
purſuing a ſyſtem of coercion in Ireland. Unanimity weuld enable 
us to triumph over the boldeſt attempts of the enemy; but it is 
vain to think that we are capable of holding Ireland down wich one 
hand, while we reſiſt the French with the other. While ſpeaking 
on this ſubject, it would not be improper to conſider the' immenſe 
powerof the enemy, arifing from his preſent ſituation; and I ſhall take 
the liberty of calling the attention of the Houſe to the events which 
have happened on the Continent of Europe fince Lord Malmeſ- 
bury's negotiation at Liſſe. Since that period, a ſeparate peace has 
taken place between Auſtria and France. The Congreſs of 
Radſtadt has ceded the left bank of the Rhine to the Republic; ſub- 
ject to certain arrangements of the interior of Germany. Theſe ar- 
rangements were no doubt fettled by the treaty of Campo Formio, 
and they would render all the States of Germany dependent upon 
France. If we look to Italy, the power of the enemy ſeems no 
leſs gigantic. New Republics have been created in that country, 
which are all the allies of France ; and the poſſeſſion” of the Greek 
Iſlands, which formerly belonged to Venice, gives her an increaſe of 
naval reſources, of which, perhaps, few were aware. The firength 
of Holland is alſo much more at the diſpoſal of Franee'now'than 
it was at the period of the late negotiation. The French made uſe 
of the Ariſtoeracy of the Dutch cities to deftroy che power of the 


injurious! to this Ariſtocracy ; but the Government of Frances fin F 
Ing that the Ditch Ariſtderacy did not aid its military pregects with 
| 3 I 2 | E 
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ſufficient aRivity, has deſtroyed; it, in order that the whole power 


of Holland, as wcll as France, may be directed againſt this country. 
Spain and Portugal, too, are at the mercy of the French; and they 
will ſoon; be able to. bring out all the naval force of both theſe 
countries. Now, let this 3 of affairs be conſidered: France 
having all the power of Eurape at her command, how can we ex- 
peQ to reſiſt her, unleſs we be able to unite both iſlands in one 
common cauſe * If we hope for ſucceſs, is it not plain that we muſt 
employ all the wealth and force of Great Britain and Ireland in the 
conteſt ? The right honourable gentleman has ſpoken of Switzer- 
land; but have not the Swiſs been eonquered becauſe they were 
diſunited? [A cry of © Hear ! hear! J. Their fate ought to teach 
His Majeſty's Miniſters to alter their conduct, and to endeavour 
to conciliate the affections of the people in every quarter of the Britith 
empire. It has long been ſaid, that it is impeſlible to conquer a 
people who, are unanimous in defending their country and their li- 
berties ; I believe ſo; it is an opinion I love to Cheriſh. Let us. 
try, then, to heal the diviſions that diſtract us. Unanimity only can 
fave us from deſtruction. Whatever the projects of the enemy 
may be to whatever extent they may have carried their prepara- 
tions againſt us—were Ireland and Great Britain united, we ſhould 
eaſily get peace; for their hopes of conqueſt would then: be at an 
end. I have thought it my duty to throw out theſe obſervations. on 
the preſent occaſion. This is not a time for fomenting diſcords by 
obſtinately adhering to meaſures of ſeverity, We have to contend 
for objeQs of the greateſt value. We mult ſtruggle to prevent that 
dreadful hurricane from taking place which would ſweep away roy- 
alty, and, along with it, every thing elſe that is reſpectable in rank, 
in Church or in State—which would deſtroy our funded property, 
dry up our commercial reſources, and ſtrip us of every advantage 
which has contributed to render us a great and powerful nation. 
To avoid all theſe evils, I know no better method than to conciliate 
Ireland; but His Majeſty's Miniſters have acted upon very dif- 
ferent principles, and have advanced ſtep by ſtep until they have 
almoſt produced a ſeparation between the two countries. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that he did not riſe to detain the 
House for any great length of time; but at a period when gentle- 
men, if they did not oppoſe the meaſure, did ſomething that looked 
like oppobtion to it, he felt it his duty to ſay, that he hoped the 


plan | would, go forward as faſt as poſſible. The honourable Baro- 
nt Ppt], to: him ſeemed. to think erroneouſiy; he could not 


avoid ſaying that the ſyſtem had not been ated: upon before, and he 


appears alſo.to cxpreſs. Lomething like a fear that it might come too 
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late. The plan; however, had been really brought forward four 
years; and a larger military force was now on foot in the kingdom 
than had ever been ſeen in any former period. 
which he had the honour to repreſent, a great number of perſons 
had already come forward under circumſtances of great perſonal in- 


convenience, to contribute to the ſtrength and ſecurity of the country. 


But undoubtedly when France had declared her decided enmity to 
us, and when her having made peace 'with other powers left her 


more at liberty to direct her whole attention againſt us, it was defi- 


rable to call forth all .the power of the country. Happy, however, 
he was to know, that the preſent meaſure had not been propoſed 
without being called for by the ſpirit and zeal of the people. Of 


the large county which he repreſented, he had to ſay, that the inha- 


bitants were ſatisfied with the Conſtitution, and the bleſſings they 
enjoyed under it. They were ſatisfied by the able manner in which their 
affairs had been conducted, and they only wanted to be told where they 
might be moſt uſeful and where their ſervices might be moſt defirable. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY, in explanation, contended that 
Mr. Wilberforce had miſtaken his meaning. He had no objection 
to his panegyries upon Miniſters, though he thought them very im- 
proper at the preſent period. The honourable gentleman had ſaid 


that his conſtituents were ſatisfied with His Majeſty' s Minifters, and 
therefore they would come forward. For his own part, he aſſerted, 

that whether they were ſatisfied with them or not, they ought to 

come forward at the preſent period. With reſpect to the propoſed 


plan, he again ſaid that it had not been acted upon before, that is, 
in the way in which he conſidered it. It was obvious, that pay 
could not be given to all the country, if they were called out: his 
meaning was, that the country ſhould be called out without pay, and 


that it ſhould be ſeen what they would do in the Webegek of their l 


liberties and their independence. 


Mr. WILBERFCRCE declared, that Sir William Pulteney 
had miſunderſtood him, if he conceived that he had taken occafion' 


to praiſe Miniſters. He had been merely ſtating a fact; the people ? 


of Yorkſhire were ſtrongly impreſſed with the bleſſings they enjoyed; 


they were ſtrongly impreſſed with the wiſdom, ability, and integrity : 


of the preſent Adminiſtration, and that Wh had made them 


more zealous to come forward. 1 II NAP" 
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Mr. BURTON ſtated, hd | ehoupt! the preſent wezfüte ad 
been propoſed: now under Parliamentary cognizance; yet it Had been 
already acted | upon in the county in which” ne regte. = "A'great 


number of loyal perſons had come forward voluntarily with” offers" 


of their carts and perſonal ſervices: Tue "Cafe: "of 'Sikctlinit'a nd' 


In the county 
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His Majefty's Miniſters had been mentioned. If any thing could 
juſtify the conduct of Miniſters in the war, it was the preſent ſtate 
of Switzerland. Had we remained nentral, we ſhould have hay 
the fleets of Spain, France, and Holland, not broken and beaten, 
as they were now, but entire, undi miniſhed, and in full force 
—_ us. 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAS wiſhed: the Houfe not to parte with- 


| ut fore explanation on the ſubject of expences. Surely the honour. 


able Baronet. did not mean to ſay, that if any perſon whoſe family 


depended upon his labour, ſhould be called away for a whole day, 


he ſhould not be entitled to any thing. He ſpoke of thoſe who 
might require any training; but he certainly did not mean to pro- 
poſe any regular: pay, or any ſuch thing. One more obſervation he 
withed to make with reſpect to the volunteer corps, who, he Rated, 
had aſſociated to the number of 60,000. Their zeal had not 
been exeiĩted by offers of pay; nay, fo different had been the fact, 
that 1n_many inſtances perſons had declared they would receive no 
pay, and that if they could be of any ſervice to their country, it was 
Al the pay and recompence they deſired. | 

Mr. HOBHOUSE aſked, whether the People were to be forced 
to be armed? and was anſwered from the Treaſury bench in the 


Mr. TIERNEY gave his diſtin approbation to the mexſure ; 
but he roſe-to aſſert his right during the future ſtages of the bill not 
to be precluded from making ſuch obſervations as might appear to 
be neceſſary. Perhaps he ſhould not now have laid in his claim to 
that right, if he had not ſeen a diſpoſition to indulge ſomething like 
a fncer; and if he had not heard an honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Wilberforce) throw out a coarſe and unwarrantable infinuation, and 
ſuch as could only have come from the quarter from which it did 


comte; that though no open oppoſition was made to the mecafure, 


yet that there was fomething like oppoſition to it. He would tell 
that honourable gentleman, that no part of the actions of his life 
ſhoatd juſtify him in inſinuating that he was not animated by as 


cordial'a zeal for the welfare of his country as any man who li ved 
He ſaid thus much, © perſuaded that he need only addreſs 
what he had to ſay to that honourable gentleman. He really did 
wifh him to ſtate what had been ſaid by any one friend of his which 


in it. 


eduld call forth" ſuch remarks. One military officer, for whoſe 


opinions he certainly had a reſpect, had fuggeſted what he deemed 
the: moſt; prudent: plan. Whether his ſuggeſtions were right or 


wrong, he was not competent to decide. But ſurely, ſo far from 


being heard with ſazers, - they-ought, as the worthy Barenet had ſo 
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properly obſerved, to be received with cordiality and favour; Ano- 

ther honourable gentleman. had ſtated, that he did not conceive the 
wt er Ireland would ſtrengthen Great Britain. Was there 
a man, always, however, excepting one, who doubted that it would 
be a deſirable object? How it could beſt be brought about, was 
another queſtion, into which he ſhould not enter. But, ſurely, 
when any gentleman ſtates what he thinks to be moſt  adviſeable, 
that man muſt, indeed, be a lukewarm friend to his country, who, 
giving way to the petulance of his nature, would indulge a ſneer at 
ſuch efforts. I ſay now, that I give the preſent meaſure my diſ- 
tint approbation, wiſhing to ſee what it is. But, as a Member of 
Parliament, I will neither be frightened nor deterred from ſtating 
any obſervations, even in oppoſition to the plan, if I ſhould ſee ſuf- 
ficient grounds for ſo doing. And I think I may ſay, that the right 
honourable gentleman, in whom the plan originated, will feel diſ- 
poſed rather to thank me for my ſuggeſtions, than to receive them 
with ſpleen and ill- will. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE hoped, after what had been ſaid by Mr. 
Ti ierney, that he might be permitted to go a little beyond the ſtrict 
limits of explanation. He really cauld not account for the ſeverity 
of remark. which that honourable gentleman had uſed, in any other 
way than this: that as opportunities for venting their ſpleen did not 
now often occur. in the Houſe, it of courſe collected and accumu- 
lated, till at laſt it burſt forth without provocation, and=——— + 

The SPEAKER called Mr. Wilberforce to order, as not — 
Rn wo himſelf to explanation. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE, Ack nowledging the propriety oy vein 
called to order, declaxed, that if any thing he had faid could. deſerve 
ſuch ſeverity of animadverſion, he was ſorry that he had faid it. It 
certainly was neither in his intention nor his diſpoſition.” He had 
declared, that he was rather diſpoſed to take a part, becauſe the lan- 
guage held did not appear to be warm and cordial ſupport; ana 
hecauſe he wiſhed the plan to be attended to, as the publicout of doors 
were impatient that it ſhould be adopted. More he would not ſay, 
becauſe he would not tranſgreſs the limits of explanation. Indeed 
he did not doubt that the honourable: gentleman, when he made his 
remarks, kneyy that he could not reply to them; and that, perhaps; 
might. urge him to make the. plafl o mid mia 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T roſe, and ſaoke in dünner as follows: 
Sir, J feel myſelf called upon to expreſs my aſtoniſnment at the lan. 
guage thrown. gut to- night by the honourable gentleman om the ther 
ſide of the Houſe againſt my honourable: friend near me. L have 
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table attack I have ever heard made by any one gentleman upon 
another. Wich reſpect to myſelf, I can eaſily account for what my 
honourable. friend has ſaĩd: the ſentiments which he has expreſſed 
have been unqueſtionably dictated by the pureſt and the moſt patrio. 


tie motives.- He expreſſed his belief that the great body of the people 


of this country were impatient to ſtep forward, and carry into exe. 
cution thoſe plans which the wiſdom of the Legiflature might adopt 
for the more effectual protection and ſafety of the kingdom, and on 
that. ground he was deſirous that any ſalutary plans or ſyſtem of 
defence which might be propoſed, ſhould be received with unani- 
mity, and confirmed with the moſt marked and decided approbation 
of every Member, for in that moſt eſſential point all are equally con- 
cerned. It is therefore rather extraordinary, becauſe my honourable 
friend complained that certain Members did not give their hearty 
ſupport to the meaſures propoſed to be carried into execution with 
reſpect to the defence of the country, that the honourable gentlema. 
on the other fide of the Houſe ſhould get up and make a direct and 


violent attack againſt my honourable friend, as if the honourable. 
gentleman was convinced that the inſinuations had been thrown out 


againſt himſelf. What it is that has ſo unexpectedly” kindled the 
flame of reſentment in the honourable gentleman's breaſt, and raiſed 
bis paſſions to this aggreſſion, I am at a loſs to conjecture: but I 
muſt aſk, has my honourable friend had no cauſe for throwing out 
any blame againſt certain perſons this day? Has he been furniſhed 
with no ground for delivering his ſentiments in the way which he 
has thought proper to adopt? The honourable General certainly 
has not been ſo warm in the important cauſe. of the defence of the 
country as my honourable friend, and, I am confident, many others 
may have wiſhed ; for though he has not objected to the plan now 
under diſeuſſion, one may with great conſiſtency ſuppoſe that his opi- 
nion in favour of it is too lukewarm. The honourable General 
has ſaid, that the operation of the plan ought to be delayed, and that 
has been conſidered as a juſt ſentiment by one who expreſſed his 
conviction that it ought not to be delayed at all. With reſpect to 


tte honourable General's opinion as to the exact manner of defend- 


ing the country, or that the force of the kingdom ſhould be collected 


and applied to the protection of the great towns, I will not under- 


take to diſcuſs that point at preſent; but if he ſeriouſly entertains 
that opinion, it clearly forms in my mind an additional argument 


why we ſhould be more eager and more ſanguine in the adoption of 
the plan, and therefore we cannot be ſurprized that my honeurable 


friend has been induced, connecting ſuch ſentiments with the nature 


of the fyſtem oi. defence prupoſed, to conſider him as not ſufficiently 
f 3 7 i) 
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zealous in promoting the meaſure. The honourable General _ 
alluded to the impraQiicability of driving away from the coaſts the 


cattle of the farmers. I did not, however, underſtand from him 


that we ought not to drive away the cattle in caſe of jinvation ; but 
if he meant to ſay that it ſhould be done ſoon, I am the: more ſur- 
priſed that he ſhould entertain an opinion of that kind; becauſe 
from his experience as a military man, he ought. to have known 


that a meaſure. of that peculiar nature is always expedient, and even 


neceſſary. As to what has been thrown out by an honourable gen- 
tleman on the ſubject of conciliation with reſpect to Ireland, and 
the reference which he has thought proper to make in his obſerva- 
tions on that topic to the preſent fituation of Switzerland, I cannot 
help remarking, that the alluſion is one of the ſtrongeſt which I 
have ever heard made; and my honourable friend might bay een 


well ſurprized at the inference which the honourable: gentleman 


drew from it, becauſe the inference ought in fact to be directly the 
reverſe of the coneluſion which the hondurable gentleman took ſuch 
pains to eſtabliſh. The ſame honourable gentleman has reprobated, 
in the moſt pointed and unqualified terms, the preſent ſyſtem of 
coercion which unfortunately has become neceſſary for Ireland, and 
has compared the ſtate: of this country, with that in which Switzer- 
land has been hitherto placed. He has endeavoured to ſhew, that 
the want of unanimity among the people of that confederac has 
produced thoſe misfortunes in which they are at preſent involved, 

and has thus laboured: to prove that funilar calamities impend: over 
this country. But, Sir, the honourable gentleman ſhould know that 
the Britiſh Parliament and the Britiſh Government, during the whole 


of his preſent Majeſty's reign, ſo far as they had the power of inter- 


fering in the affairs of Ireland, have ſhewn every indulgence, and 
erated every poſſible favour to that country. He ſhould know, 
that nothing has been omitted on their part, and that no exertion has 
been wanting to extend the commerce, and ſecure the rights, pri vi- 
leges and happineſs of that kingdom. Conciliation is now become 
a favourite word; but I beg leave to ſay, that the word coneilia- 
tion, in the preſent crifis of public affairs, is both mi ſunderſtood and 
miſapplied. Does the honourable gentleman mean, by conciliation 
to Ireland, that we ſhould make every conceſſion and every ſacri- 
tice to traitors and rebels, to men who are induſtriouſſy propagating 
the moſt dangerous principles, engrafting upon the minds of the: 
people the moſt deſtructive doctrines, wantonly {educing and; 
deluding the ignorant multitude; encouraging the moſt criminal 
correſpondence with the enemy, exciting the commiſſion of treaſon 


in Ireland under the ſpecious- pretence. of Parliamentary Reform. 
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and forming, in conjunction and co-operation with the profeſſed 
enemy of all liberty, morality, and ſocial happineſs, plans for ſe. 
parating that country from Great Britain, and for converting Ire- 
land into a Jacobinical Republic, under the wing and protection of 
Republican Prance ? Are we to conciliate men whoſe machina- 
tions go not merely to the ſubverſion of their legitimate goyern- 
ment, but to the diffuſion of every horror that anarchy can pro- 
duce ? Are we to conciliate men with arms in their hands, ready 
to plunge them into the hearts of thoſe who differ from them in poli- 
tical opinion ; men who are eagerly watching for an opportunity to 
overturn the whole fabric of their Conſtitution, and to cruſh their 
countrymen with its ruins? Are we to withhold from the peace- 

able and loyal inhabitants of Ireland that protection without which 
there is no ſecurity for-their lives and property? No! the only 
meaſure of ſafety we can adopt is a vigorous ſyſtem of oppoſition to 
thoſe who would completely deſtroy the country 3 while on the other 
hand, we are irreſiſtibly called upon to give a manly and firm ſup. 

port to thoſe who would preſerve for themſelves and their poſterity, 
thoſe great and ĩneſtimable bleſſings which they now enjoy! Since 
an alluſion has been made to Switzerland, I think it neceſſary to 
obſerve, that her preſent calamities have been produced by the adop- 
tion of meaſures directly contrary to thoſe which I have juſt men- 
tioned. She unfortunately - gave way at an early period of the war, 
to the fatal influence of French democracy. She afterwards con- 
ſented to new model her Government, and endeavoured, but in vain, 
to appeaſe the enemy. Her condeſcention was ineffeQual—her 
conceſſions were diſregarded ; her attempt at conciliation was fruit- 
leſs. The enemy was regardleſs of every conceſſion, and intent 
alone upon gratifying the imperious calls of unbounded ambition. 


Bat if the Swiſs had from the beginning purſued a manly and de- 


. Cided line of conduct; if they had oppoſed vigorous meaſures to the 


deſtructive principles of France, and kept themſelves in a tate of 
in jependence and firi neutrality, they would, I believe, be at this 


moment as free as any other nation; though I ſtill fincerely hope 


reſiſtance is not too late. If therefore any inference with reſpect 
to the preſent ſituation of this country is drawn from the misfortunes 
of Switzerland, the example of the miſeries which ſhe has ſuffered 
in conſequence of her timidity, ſurely ought to weigh with us : the 
. patriotic heroĩſm and galiant ardour now giſplay ed by her brave in- 


habitants ought to animate us to the moſt vigorous exertions, and 


cohvince us, fince we behold the extraordinary efforts of which a 
nation is capable, even with all that ſupineneſs into which ſhe has 
been betrayed, and reduced-a$ the is to her laſt ſtruggle, that we 
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| have every thing to hope from our perſeverance, firmneſs, and una- 


nimity. T truſt, Sir, that the example of that brave, but unhappy 
people, will animate this country to vigorous and neceffary exertion. 
Let us not, by imitating their former conduct, run into the danger 
in which they have involved themſelves, and ſubje& ourſelves to 
incur thoſe misfortunes which they now experience. 

Leave being given to bring in the bill, it was accordingly pre- 
ſented, and ordered to be read a ſecond time to-morrow. | 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, he ſhould move to have it com- 
mitted next "Thurſday, and as it was neceflary to have it carried 
through all its ſtages with every poſſible diſpatch, he would now 
move that the bill be printed. 
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An ACCOUNT of the Net Produce of the PERMANENT 
_ TAXES, which ſubſiſted previous to the 5th of January 1791, 
in the Years ending the 1 oth October 1796 and 1797 reſpec- 
tively ; adding thereto the difference between the Produce of the 
Duties on Home-made Spirits in each Year reſpectively, and the 
Average Produce thereof in Three Years, ending the 10oth of 
October 1794; and adding likewiſe the Amount of the Sums 
paid from the Revenue of Cuſtoms on Account of Bounties for 


CORN imported, or Bounties for raiſing SEAMEN, in the 


Years 1796 and 1797. 


1796. 


— — — 


Produce of the Permanent 4 
Taxes which ſubſiſted 


previous to 1791 12,798,326 
Loſs on the Duties of 

the Diſtillery which 

ſubſiſted previous to 

1791 — - 554,181 


Bounties on Corn paid 
out of the Revenue of 


Cuſtoms - n 449,381 
- Bounties paid out of the 
Revenue of Cuſtoms 
for raifing Seamenk 51,491 


L- 13853379 


Whitehall; Treaſury Chambers, 


z1ſt November 1797. 
* 22 "3 — 
, * 
* 5 
— 5 
— - 
— 4 
24 a. " 
"=, 8 
=] 
f —. 
; _ — 
* 


In the Vears 
ending October 1 oth, 


1797. 


8 „ < 
13,341,636 14 6 


252,414 © © 
150, 102 7 2+ 


2 


14,784 13 94 


13,758,937 LETS 


GEORGE ROSE. 


been diſpoſed of ; diſtinguiſhed 


An ACCOMPT, ſhewing how the Money given for the Service of the Year 1797 has 
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DEBATES. 


An ACCOUNT of the Income of, and Charges upon, the 
CONSOLIDATED FUND, for the Quarter ended the 5th 


of January 1798. 


Cuſtoms — 
Exciſe — 
Stamps — 
Salt 


Wn. —ů 
— — — 
— ñ 
— — — 


INCOME. 


461 


1 
790,564 © 


d. 


IL 
5 


Won: 1,897,400 12 115 


Letter money, by act 37 Geo, III. L. 102,039 0 © 


Ditto by ditto — 
Surplus of letter moncy hops 


Alum mines 
Seizures —— 


Pro fe 18 — —— 


Hawkers and pedlars — 
Hackney coaches e 


Houſes and windows, 1766 — 


Houſes — 779 
Male ſervants — 
NHorſecs — 
Co mpoſitions 


Two- wheeled ditto — 

6d. per lib. on penſions 

15, ditto ſalaries * 
Britiſh ſpirits, 1791 =_ 
Foreign ditto — 

Sugar 
Bills and receipts _ 
durplus of ditto — 


Game duty 
1c), per cent. 
Britiſh ipirits, 1794 — 


Four-wheeled carria ges 3 


Foreign ditto 5 


Attornies' articles — 


Glaſs 3 — 


Bricks (Exciſe) _ 


Ditto (Cuſtoms) _ — 


Paper ditto — 
Slates and ſtones — 
Diſtillers* licences — 
Surplus of ditto 82 


Paper (Exciſe) — 
Surplus of ditto — 


Britiſh ſpirits, 17999 = 
Foreign ditto. - — 
Cocoa, &c. — 


10,000 © o 
51,361 0 0 


— 
— 
— — 
—— 


1 


— 
— 
— — 
—— 

——— 


9,000 © O 


62,361 5 4 


23,088 © © 


18,750 0 © 


— 


— 
— — 
—— 


i — 


283,969 © 
124 3 


164,000 o 


10,611 12 
10 
1,365 
55780 


101,352 


O 
0 
O 
4 
41,695 7 
31,422 0 
38,322 8 

O © 
48.240 19 
15,3'9 1 
18,003 © 
12,988 I1 
I 4,042 0 
34897 © 
72,292 15 


34,423 
8,795 
25.870 
14,140 
38,5 52 
2,897 
10,700 © 
24,002 0 
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462 PARLIAMENTARY 


Tea — — 
Fruit, &c. 
Coals, &c. | 
Hair-powder certificates 
Wine | 
Sweets — h —— 
Ship policies 
Receipts 
Stamps 
Tobacco, &c. 1795 
Horſe-dealers* licences 


2 
— — 
—ů —ů— 
— — 


— — — 


—— —ę¾B - <— 
— > ——— 


Salt 

101, per cent. —— EW 

25. ty on ditto | — 3 
s Cuitoms) — 

Ditto (Exciſe) — 

Sets — — — 
Hats — {. 2690 17 9 


Surplus of diito = - — 3.96 13 


Legacies to complete deficiencies to 5th April 1797, 
and in part to 5th July 1797 _ — 
Dogs — 
Sugar, 1 | 
Bricks (Exciſe) 
Cocoa nuts 
Tea 
Britiſh pirits — 
Foreign ditto 
Stage ccaches — — — 
Auctions 
5l. per cent. 
Deeds 


Pepper 
201, per cent. 


* 
— ß ——— 
— —Hwä— — — 
——— — 


Horſes — — — 


Houſes — 
Clocks and watches 
Licences for ſelling lottery tickets 
Stamps, per Bank N 
Money paid by Meſſrs. Puget and Bainbridge, for in- 
tereſt of 1,875,000. created in reſpect of 1, 00, oool. 
advanced to the Government of Ireland in part of 
a loan of 14, Foo, oocl. raiſed anno 1797 
Money paid by Abraham Newland, Eſq. on account 
of the Commiſſioners for iſſving Exchequer bills 
Impreſt money re-paid by J. White, Eſq. on account 
of Richard Rigby — — 
Ditto by J. Smith, Eſq. Agent for the Bahama iſlands 


— — 


_— 


Ditto by the executors of Col. Pringle, Colonel of the 


— — 


1 — ————__ 


Royal Engineers 


105,986 


[Couuoxs. 


Fo To 
37,108 f 
13,717 12 
3.583 11 
10,184 
53-532 
473 
20,814 
1,435 
6, 766 
51,307 
322 

8, oo 
24,575 
31,585 
27,264 
99,437 
94545 
490 


X. 


S 2286 0 ooo O O % 


e 


o OO = OOO OoOoOoOoO o 
o O ox 
tf 


19 
Ga 
wo 
Q 
O 


© 
— 
— 4 


13.094 
22,790 1 
d21;444 1 
12,972 
1613 
76,89 
12,476 
37,671 
9,549 
11,591 


Lin ha 


GON 


Oo 066090900 ew Do 
pony Py op 


O O00 09 00 


t 


38,745 1 
43,020 
650 
Goo 
300 
2,433 
6,000 


O9 000007 oO 
886800000 0 


37,000l. per week, with the falaries of the 
othcers of the receipt of His Majeſty's Exchequer, 
for three months, due ditto 


Impreſt money repaid by Matthew Forſter, Commiſ- £o te i 1 kf 
ſary at the Leeward Iſlands . 700 © © 11" 
Ditto by Colonel Thomas Hartcup, of the Engineers 11 10 3" 
Ditto by the Repreſentatives of Major John Carden, FR 
late Quarter-maſter- general at Montreal — 145 3 1 N 
Ditto by Tho. Rudſell, late Barrack-maiter at Corſica 64. 9 7 1 
Ditto by W. Chinnery, Eſq. Agent for New South 1 
Wales — 1,426 15 11 1 
Ditto by J. Macnamara Hayes, late Phyfician to the | 1 
Hoſpital in North America 344 11 9 1 
Ditto by Sir John Dalling, late Governor of Jamaica 244 19 1 1 
Ditto by Alexander Adair, on account of W. Brum- 1 
mell, Agent to the Out-penſioners of Chelſea 1 
Hoſpital 5.92) 2 © 1 
Impreſt money, by Alexander Adair, Eſq. on account | 1 
| Henry Heddan, Secretary to Lord Cornwallis 54 8 10 \ RY 
Money paid by "Thomas Bullock, Agent for the late FR, 
province of Senegambia 959 © © FM 
Ditto by Claude Scott, on account of corn, &c. ſold 1 
for the uſe of Government 10,000 O o 1 
Ditto by Edward Roberts, Eſq. reſidue of fees 34,000 © 0 "FRM 
Impreſt ditto bythe Right Honourable H. E. Fox, 1 
Quarter-maſter- general on the Continent N 276 10 92 1 
Money brought to this account, being the ſum re- WY 
ſerved in the Exchequer, at 1oth October 1797, if Fi 
for the uſe of the Public, in reſpect of the an- 1 
nuities for the nominees appointed by the Com- * 
miſſioners of the "Treaſury, purſuant to an act 5 
30 Geo. III. Rs. — — — 12,205 0 10 "i 
Arrears of 59th, 45. aid anno 1795 — 17, w-w ̃ 1 
Ditto 60th, 4s. ditto 1796 — 107, 364 17 44 9 
Ditto malt duty 1795 —— 412 11 | | 
1. 5. 428,472 6 6 I 
CHARGE Wt 
EXCHEQUER. 9 
Annuities, 27ths, for two and three lives, for three . „ © FN 
months, due 5th January. 1998 — — 2,048 18 © Fl 
0 1 
Hi 
Wt 


o. 5 i 
—— Anno 1706, with ditto, due ditto = 6,181 2 105 9 
—— 1707, with ditto, due ditto — 2,038 65 11 
per iſt act 1708, with ditto, due ditto 1,229 13 12 1 9 
E 24d act 1708, with ditto, due ditto 25,649 6 33 | * 
. On lives, anno 1745, for fix months, due ditto 6, 10 2 6 13 
—— — 1746, ditto, due ditto „ 33 5 © q 1 
——— — — — 1757, ditto, due ditto 12,283 12 6 15108 
CR — — 1778, ditto, due ditto 1,384 16 6 Kal 
e — 1779, ditto, due ditto 2,597 9 31 N 


454 


On ditto 


ditto 


500,000l. 
ditto 1,250,000]. 
ditto 1,750,000l. 
986, Sool. 
ditto 4, oo, oool. 


PARLIAMENTARY 
BANK OF ENGLAND. 


On their capital of 3, 200, oool. at zl. per cent. per 

ann. for three months, due the 12th November 1797 
at ditto, due gth January 1798 

at ditto, due ditto 
at ditto, due ditto 
at ditto, due ditto 
at ditto, due ditto 


25,000 © 
397-30 © 
o_ 95375 © 
13,125 © 
7,401 © 
30,74 19 


_ — 
— 
_ — 


SOUTH-SEA COMPANY. 


Annuity at zl. per cent. and management on 
24,065,084l. 13s. 114., their preſent capital, for 


three months, due 5th january 1798 


183,993 13 


. 7. 


CHIEF CASHIER of the SOUTH-SEA COMPANY, 


Annuity, at 31. per cent. on 


1,9 19, 600l. for ſix months, 
due 5th January 1798 


Chargy of management of the 


ſaid annuities, for the ſame 
time, after abating 1411. 38. 9d. 
for the half of 2821. 75s. 6d. 
being after the rate of 5621. 
10s. per million, on the ſum of 
514,000l., purchaſed by the 
Commiſſioners appointed for 
the reduction of the national 
debt before 5th July 1797 


— 


Le 


uy 


d. 


28,794 2.0 


395, 6 6 


OO ſ— —e—' ũ 


— 


[ CoMMong., 


4. 


0 
0 
0 
0 
01 


10. 


of 


29,189 6 6 


CHIEF CASHIER of the BANK OF ENGLAND. 


Annuity at zl. per cent. per ann. 


on 173, 179, 6001. 5s. 14. for 
fix months, due sth January 
1798 


For ſatisfying and paying the 


charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities for the ſame 
time, after abating 2,97 l. 128. 


6d. for the half of 5,9511. 58. 


at the rate of 450l. per mil- 
lion on the principal ſum of 


13,225,000). purchaſed by the 


Commiſſioners for reducing. 


the national debt, before xt 
July 1797 


"IY 


2, 597.695 


** 


35.989 16 


L. 


d. 


8 105 


T 
Iz 


2,63 3,68 5 4 114 
= 


DEBATES. 


Annuity at 31. per 
cent. on 16,444,175. 
48. 10d. purſuant 
to an act 37 Geo. 
III. in lieu of 
navy and victual- 
ling bills cancel- 

led, for the ſame 8 5 a 
time 7 12 64 

Annuity at 3l. per 
cent. on 63 31. 9s. 
2d. (added to the 
above by the ſaid 
act, in lieu of 
navy bills, &c. 
cancelled) the 
certificates for 
which were not 
made ftock at 
Bank on the 5th 


July 1797, for 
one year and an 


half, due 5th Ja- 
nuary 1798 28 10 63 


9 


Charges of ma- 
nagement on 
16,441, Scl. 48. 
for one year and 
half, due 5th Ja- 
nuary 1798 11,008 4 5 2 FR” 
; — 257-744 7 05 


Annuity at 31. per 
cent. for 6 months, 
due 5th January 
1795, on 1,999,099]. 
45. 4d. purſuant 
to the ſaid act 
Se , 
lieu of Exchequer - - | 
bills cancelled 29,995 9 9 * 
Charges of ma- | 
nagement of the >: 
ſaid annuities for | 
one year and an 


1 half, due 5th Ja- | : | 4 | 


7 nuary 1798 13349 15 114 : 


314345 5 84 


1A Annuity at 31. per 

979 cent. on 6,478, 680l. 
251 118. 1d. for fix 
7-6 months, due 5th 


Vor. V. | 3 O 


— 


2 
— 


— 2 2 
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E ̃ ᷑⁰FùGLPũu᷑⁊̃ ͤꝙ——]—³ TITTIES" 


* 


F : 
ET TO 


* 


—— oath 


_ - — SES — www 
* 2 A 


* 
— 
2225 
3 COIWRE 


r 2 2 r * 
. —B vhs 
» — 29 * Co od 


r 


— . OS — —— — — ip mY 3 
— — "x "TOs. 5 2 9 ans 4 to bs * — 8 — 
rn arts Ivy > 2 N 
mp — ep — — _ b — 7 py — — 
A — * 


- 


* — * — — 


1 
rd 


— Wh re AS 


* 


466 


PARLIAMENTARY 


January 1798, to 
ſuch of Fa, con- 
tributors for raiſ- 
ing 14,500,000), 
for the ſervice 
of the year 1797, 
who completed 
their whole pay- 
ments on or be- 
fore the 2d July 3 
1797 nab 5180 2 
Annuity at 3]. per 1 
cent. on 11, 646, 3 19l. 

8s. 11d. for one 

year, due 5th Ja- 

nuary 1798, to 

ſuch of the con- 

tributors who did 

not make good a 
their whole pay- 

ments at ↄth July 

1797, but have 

ſince completed 


the ſame . 


— — 4,0 


[Couuoxs. 


a. Lo e. 4. 


Annuity at gl. per cent. per ann. 
on 25, 820, 49 l. 3s. 10d. for 
ſix months, due 5th ſanuary 
1797» by acts 24, 25, 34, 35, 
and 36 Geo, III. Rs. _ 

For ſatisfying and paying the 
charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 


645,512 5 


5,809 12 


3,369,344 14 0; 


2 


boi 


— — 4 — 


% 


651,321 17 92 


Annuity at 5l. per . . 7. 
cent. on 2, o30, 596l. 
78. 2d. for the 
ſame time, by act 
37 Geo. III. in 
lieu of navy and 
victualling bills 
cancelled 

Annuity at 51. per 
cent. on 4, 293 . 
38. 11d. for one 
year and an half, 
due 5th January 


50, 764 18 2 


TT Hs 2 © 2 Oye . 


the above by the 
laid aft, the cex- © 1 -6t 
tiſtenter Nor cher 


Ct 


* 1 
2 


DEBATES. 


were not made . . d. 
ſtock at the Bank 


on 5th July 1797 329 19 92 


51,086 17 112 
Charges of manage- : 
ment on 2,034,8891. 
118. 1d. for one 
year and an half, 
due 5th January 


1798 © — 1,373 It © 


Annuity at 51. per 
cent. on 270, z0al. 
43. 8d. for fix 
months, due gth 
January 1798, 
by act 37 Geo. 
III. in lieu of 
Exchequer bills 
cancelled 

Charges of manage- 
ment of the ſaid 
annuities for one 
year and an half, 
due gth January 


1798 


6,755 1 IS 


1 


4. 
52,460 8 112 


6,937 8 10 


Annuity at zl. per cent. on 
1,000,000]. by act 12 Geo, I. 
for ſix months, due 5th Janu- 
ary 1798 

For anſwering and paying the 
charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities for the ſame time 


Annuity at zl. per cent. on 
3,8 33, 3331. bs. 8d. created by 
an act 35 Geo. III. by reaſon of 
4,000,0c0l. advanced by a loan 
to the Emperor of Germany, 
for fix months, due 1k Novem- 
ber 1797; his Imperial Ma- 
jeſty having neglected to make 
proviſion 2 payment of the 
laid annuities, they are, by the 
ſaid act, at 5th January follow- 
ing, payable out of the conſoli- 
dated fund — — 

Charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities, for the ſame time 


710,119 15 7 


mM 
1 


* 


15, 0 © © 


2a 


J | 
64. { 
0 101 5 
- 
io'!? (IE DIE I 
; 181 2 A 


| $7,500 © © 5+ bobbs 1 
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Anauity of 230, oool. 
r ann. granted 
y the ſaid act ply 42 
for 25 years, for C. . d. 
the ſame time 115,000 o © 
Charges ot mapage- 
ment of the faid 
annuities for the 
ſame time 161,293 15 0 3 4. . 
9 — 1, 17] © 
Annuity at zl. per cent. on 
. 3,669,300l., created by act 37 
Geo. III. By reaſon of 1,620,000). 
advanced as above, for the 


{ame time — — 82,859 5 
Charges of management of the 
ſaid annuities for the ſame time 1,438 3: 0+ £5 d. 


—— 38,653 7 95 


Annuities by acts 4 and 5 King 
William and Queen Mary, 
commonly called 14l. per cents. 
which ceaſed on 14th February F 
- 1792, and are to be placed to 
the account of the Commiſ- 
ſfioners for reducing the na- 
tional debt, for three months, 
due 5th January 1798 — 12,128 15 
Annuities for 96 years by acts | 
5-and-6 of the ſame reign, 
which ceaſed at 5th February 


—1 
t 


1792, and are to be placed to MY 4 
- the ſaid account, for the ſame 
— — 8 


tools 


1 x ro mm Je 3 { 

For the ſupport of His Majeſty's houſehold, for three 

months, due 5th January 1798 24,500 © © 
To Edward Roberts, Eſg. firſt Clerk to ) the Clerk of | 
the Pells, on 650l, per ann. formerly paid to the 

Auditor of the Receipt of His Majeſty's Exchequer, 

for ſalaries to the otticers of the Exchequer Bill- 

office, but now payable to him by act 23 Geo. III. : 

Rs. for three months, doe ditto — —— 162 10 © 
Am Caſs, late office Keeper in the office for managing 

the former duties on wine licences, for ditto, due 


ditto — — 5 0 0 
The judges of England and Wales, 'on their ſeveral 
additional allowances, for ditto, due ditto | — 3,262 10 0 
His Royal Highnets the Duke of Glouceſter, on his : 
annuity of 8,000]. for ditto, due ditto _ 2,000 0 0 
Ditto, ditto q, oool. for di:to, due ditto — 2.250 0 © 
| Repreſentatives of Arthur Onſlow, Eſq. ditto 3-000]. . 
* ditto, due ditto 750 0 0 


The Earl of Chatham, Vito 4:600) for ditto, one" Mio vie 0 0 


O77 
ff 4& 


E 


DEBATEs. 409 
Lord 1 on his annuity of 2, ocol. for three . . 4. 
months, due 5th January 1798 ER — %o o o 
Lord Heathfield, ditto 1, Sol. for ditto, due ditto „ e 54. 8 
Lady Dorcheſter, cn her ditto, 1,000]. for ditto, due ditto: 2980 © © 


The Marquis of Bute, late one of the Auditors of the e 
Impreſt, on an annuity of 7, col. for ditto, due ditto 1,750 0 © 
Philip Neare, Eſq. late Deputy ditto, on 39cl. per ann. | | 
for ditto, Ts ditto — — — 2 75 0 6 
John Wiggleſworth, Eſq. ditto, on 3oo!. per ann. for 
ditto, due ditto 
Charles Harris, Eſq. late Clerk in the office of ditto, on 


1% i 


GE FARES _—_—_— 
2 IOW l J 


3 | 
2 — ** 
— 
—— — 


2001. per ann. tor ditto, due ditto — 560 © © 1 

To Sir William Muſgrave, Bart. one of the Commiſ- £ 9 

, ſioners for auditing Public Accounts, on an annuity | 1 
of :,000l. for ditto, due ditto 259 © © a 9 

John Thomas Batt, Eſq. another, on ditto, for ditto, {48 

4. due ditto PRESS HORSE 250 0:0 i} 5 
94 William Chamberlay ne, Eſq. another, on ditto, for ditto, | by 
due ditto — 250 0 0 1 

Sir John Dick, Bart. another, on ditto 500l. for ditto, | Il 

due ditto | #7, 129 © [18 

John Martin Leake, Eiq. another, on ditto, for ditto, 1 

due ditto — — 125 0 © Wl. 

For ſalaries to Clerks and for contingencies in the office t Job 1 

of the ſaid Commiſſioners, tor ditto, due ditto 1,900 O © 1 

Sir George Yonge, Bart. Maſter of His Majeſty's Mint 15 WH 

| 1 

in England, towards the expences of the ſaĩd Mint 13,450 000 1 

Robert Hepburne, jun. ditto in Scotland, towards the! e 17 1 

expences of the ſaid Mint _ — 1, 200 0 © i. 

The Commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of the 109 

national debt, for the quarter ended the 5th January $001 1 

1798 — — — 252,000 O o | 9 

rf Aunuity of 1. per cent. to be placed to the account of the Comm iis for J FI 
reducing the National Debi, © th | 

F:! 9 

: On the capital ſtock of 6,2c0, o0ol, Fe 1 i 1 
3], per cent. conſolidated annui- „ | 1 

ties, created by act 33 Geo. III. — — 15.625 0 © ; 4 

On ditto 11, ooo, oool. zl. per cent. , . 4. | 1 

confolidated annuities, created by . 8 1 

0 act 34 Geo. III. _ _ 27,500 / 0 : 1 
On ditto 2,750,000]. 4l. per cent. 1 

annuities, dittoi— — 6,875 O Oo (r. 1 

9 | On the ſum of 9. 680l. per annum ; ROY 4 33 2 1 
- being 11. per cent. on the future hs RT x \ "a 
actual value of the annuity of , gik! ivy n 1 

- 11S. 5d, per cent. on the ſaid, E H, LS. a; We 5 wh: 
5 11,009, ol. granted for 5 ff „ o b in ee op oe Jo 
years, by the faid aR, at the end R 0 00D, 1 4 

5 of 45 years, reckoning the „ gde zaun 30 101 5 
0 t zl. per cent, per aim. ==; 2,420 - R:413d9 J0 Lira 1 
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On the capital ſtock of 1,926, 5251. 
128. 5d. gl. per cent. annuities, 
created 34 Geo. III. in lieu of 
Navy bills cancelled — 

On the capital ſtock of 18, ooo, oool. 

31. per cent. conſolidated annui- | 

ties, created by acts 35 Geo, III. 45,000 © © 

On ditto 6,000,000]. 41. per cent. 
annuities, created ditto — 15,000 © 0 

On the ſum of 12,8351. being 11. 
per cent. on the future actual 
value of the annuity of gs. 6d. 
per cent. on the above 18,000,000. 
for 654 years, reckoning as above, 
created ditto _ — 3,208 15 0 

On the capital ſtock of 1 609,0 l. 

175. 1d. gl. per cent. annuities, in 
lien of Navy bills cancelled, cre- 
ated ditto — — — 4.024 14 105 


— 67,233 9 107 


—— — 
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On the capital ſtock of 21, 595, Sool. 
part of 21,600,0001, (4, 2001. be- 
ms forfeited) 31. per cent, con- 
ſolidated annuities, in reſpe of 
18,000,000]. borrowed, created 
by acts 36 Geo. III. _ 

On ditto 4,500,000), 31. per cent. 
reduced annuities, in reſpect of 
the ſaid 18, 000, oool. borrowed, 
created ditto — 

On the ſum of 8, 4601. being is per 
cent. on the annuity of 65. 6d. per 
cent. for 64+ years, created ditto 

On the capital ſtock of 8,934,2001. 

rt of 9,000,0001. (65,8001, be- 

ing forfeited) 31. per cent. con- 

ſolidated annuities, in reſpect of 
500, ol. borrowed, created | 
itto— — — 22,335 10 

On ditto 1, 8 59,62 l. part of 
18755 P (45,3751. being for- 
feited) zl. per cent. reduced an- 
nuities, in reſpect of the ſaid 
7,590,0col. borrowed, een, 
ditto — 

On the ſum of 2.9251. being 75 per 
cent. on the annuity of 58: 6h nA ne 
cent. for 6 ears, created ditto een 

4 7 of. pa borne 231 a OR 


2 annuities, in 2216 
ud K-39 nd Victualling bil rc 1 
cancelled, - created ditto — 1,0 41 18 


— — 


—— 


— — — 


„ 4 


. 


DEBAT ES. 


On the capital ſtock of 16, 44 1, 8o0l. 
45. 31. per cent. conſolidated an- 
nuities, in lieu of Navy and Vic- 
tualling bills cancelled — — 

On ditto 765, 42 7l. 118. 6d. 4]. per 
cent. annuities, in lieu of ditto 

On ditto 2,034,889 l. 118. 1d. gl. 
per cent. annuities, in lieu of ditto 

On ditto 1,999,699 l. 48. 4d. 31. per 
cent. conſolidated annuities, in 
lieu of Exchequer bills cancelled 4,999 4 

On ditto 104, 4321. 58. 8d. 41. per 
cent. annuities, in lieu of ditto 261 1 

On ditto 270, 2021. 48. 8d. 5l. per 
cent. annuities, in lieu of ditto 

On ditto 20, 124, 843. 158. 5). per 
cent. annuities, part of 20, 2 50,0001. 
(25,1561. being forfeited) in re- 
ſpect of 18, ooo, oool. borrowed 

On ditto 18,125, col. 31. per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, being an 
additional capital of 2 5l. per cent. 
on 14, oo, oool. borrowed 45,312 10 

On ditto 7,250,000]. zl. per cent. | 
reduced annuities, being an ad- 
ditional capital of gol. per cent. 
on the {aid 14,500.000]. 

On ditto of 2,900,0ccl. 41. per cent. 
annuities, being an additional 
capital of 20). per cent. on the 
ſaid 14,500,000, © — = 

On the ſum of 5,9201. per annum, 
being il. per cent, on the annuity 
68. 6d. per cent. for 622 years, 
on the ſaid 14. Foo, oool. — 

On the capital itock of 3, 669, 3ool. 
Imperial annuities, at zl. per cent. 


in reſpett of 1,620,0001. bor- 
rowed 


; . 4. 
41,104 16 


1,913 11 
55087 4 


675 10 


50,312 2 


18,125 0 
7,250 © 
1,480 0 


—— — 


9173 5 


— CO 


John Penn, Eſq. of Stoke Pogis, in the county ot 


— C—— * y 


». ae 5-5 Wer 9 8318212 * i! S727 
of 12,0001, per ann. for ditto * 3.00 0 6 
5 LL 2 5 1 0 201 0 8 


/ 


s is | 1 
rks, on his anuity of 3,00ct. for three months, We: | 1 
due 5th January 1798 —— 17 n N 
Richard Penn, Eſq. of Queen Anne Sees Well, © Cm een RD 1 
Middleſex, on ditto of 1,000]. per ann, fof dito 45 „ 1 14 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Vork, on ditto ain 1 
of 14, oool. per ang. for ditto — — 71195 8 Wi 
His Royal Highneſs the Duke of Clarence, on ditto, (PRs FE MG = 
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472 PARLIAMENTARY 


Her Royal Highneſs the Ducheſs of York, on her an- 
nuity of 4, 000l. — for three ez due * 


January 1798 | 
His Royal Highneſs the Py Prince of \ Wales, or on his ditto 


of 65,0001. per ann. for ditto 


The N ght Honourable Henry Addington, Speaker 


of he Houſe of Commons, to complete his allow- 
ance from 2gth September 1797 to 25th December 
1797, at the rate of 6, oocl. per annum, according 
to the particulars of a certificate in that behalf 

To pay off and cancel Exchequer bills made out pur- 
ſuant to an act 35 Geo. III. to enable His Majeſty 
to direct the iſſue of e bills to a limited 
amount 

Thomas Marſham, Eſq. Secrecy to o the Comm, 
fioners for iſſuing Exchequer bills to a limited 
amount, by acts 35 Geo, III. for defraying the ne- 
ceflary —_— — the execution of the 
faid act _ — 

The Uſher of the Receipt u of Ex- 
chequer, for neceſſaries applied . 


[CoMmons 


1 


863 18 © 


44279 O 


\O 


1,000 © o 


the quarter ended 5th July 1796 737 4 x” 


Ditto 10th October 1996 — . 14 72 


John Reeves, Eſq. Receiver of the oven Public 
Offices of Police, eſtabliſhed purſuant to act 32 
Geo. III. to pay the ſalaries * lerks, &c. of the 
{aid offices 

To the Chief Caſhier of the Governor and Company 


1.893 13 73 


3,000 © 0 


of the Bank of England, to reimburſe ſo much 
«a for fees of various natures at the Exehequer, | 
reaſury, &c. in relation to his account of the | | 
b woes By ag: to 5th July * — — 876 71 Is 0 
* 5 


Total income of the conſolidated fund, in the 
quarter ended 5th January 1798 


5,672,312 99 


- $:425,472, 6 LN 


Deficiency of Gao, ditto _ 4. 243,840 3 3 


Memorandum. 
The n deficiency of 243, 84 ol. 38. 4. 


— 


WA 


bas been made good out of the ſupplies 


of the year ä 


SOHC) 9145.85 
* 


6 3 
8 a 10 . 
the 7 Saas 9 1798. - JAMES FISHER. 
$1335.83 73 
** — a LS OT, eee ris eit ebd. a1 

5 I iini iA mit. 213 0 100 
0-5 Ya} A "= a t 21777 as b318011Cif0./ 1 53 
$ 3s £77307 9% cart ww 34 Wikogds gaiduugyiith 3 _ 


© 6b 
+ 


rut £1649] 


% oY 


© 89 ww QED. 


* Bank of England, February 26th, 1798. Ng: 


An ACCOUNT of the MONEY advanced by the BANK of 
ENGLAND for the Public Service, and 2 on the 
31ſt of December 1797. _ 


: Fel So d. 
On Land Tax 1797 1,738,000 0 


me = © <1 8 — 759,000, 0 


Ditto F - - 1798 — 2, 00, o 0 
— 0 
Ditto 1798 — — 350, oo0 © 


| | 1 | 4,338,000 3 
Exchequer bills without intereſt - — 376,7 39 0 9 
; 4 


L. 5.214,79 9 9. 


A. NEWLAND, Chief Cilbler., Sad on 


"CY 


3 


— erer . 


An ACCOUNT of the Amount of the O14 Bath on BRITISET 
SPIRITS (paid into the Exchequer for three Years, ending 


roth October 1 794, diſtinguiſhing each Year ; alſo the Amount 


of the Old Duty on Britiſh Spirits (paid into the Exchequer) for 


the Year ending Toth OQuober 217973 diſtinguiſhing” England 


from Scotland. 


* p — — 
. 7 _ : tar a $3 +» is x 
* ö E 7 - 


* Remitted from Scotland. 19 


a 


3 3 1 


England. 1 18 onſolidated|- Total. | 
- I Britiſh, Spirits, 1 691.5 
4 1 1 Vis! : 3d Head. Lad 1813 
CW 
Vears 1792] 644,104 - | 42,000 10, % 696, 104 
ended 1793] 603,402 "26.000| 1 , ad 659,402 - 
0th October] 1794 655,658 © " S000 | ww. 729.658 
| „ 1 a i 12 345 3 SE x 2 5 1825 
Vear 1 L. | F | L. | 
ended 1797] 497,474 28,500 — 4397/4 
10th October | | E 8 | þ + 1 5 _ mm : 1 : 4 


6. J. CHOLMONDELEY, 


Exciſe Office, 5 W. LOWNDES, 
n. ws Nor, 1797. | ; J. OLMIUIS. 
N. Waring, T. CASY LV, dab H £565 
Accomptant General. R. SPILLER, 


N. B. Beſides the above ſums, there was, in the year ended roth Octo- 
17.2, the ſum of 10,0001. remitted from Scotland, under the denomi- 
mation of Conſolidated Spirits, zd Head; which this Board, having no 
means of 3 whether it was Britiſh or r Forcign, return as A 
** ſum, 
Voz. * o : 3 P : . 
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474 PARLIAMENTARY 
An ACCOUNT of the SUMS paid on Account of BOUNTIEs 


for CORN imported, in the Years ending the 1 oth October 
1796 and the 1 oth October 1797. 


[ Commoxs, 


1 


449•381 x8 2 
150, 102 7 23 


Year ending 1 oth October 17996 — 
Year ending 10th October 1797 — 


22 


THOMAS IRVING, 
Inſpector General of the Imports 


and Exports of Great Britain, 


Inſpector General's Office, 
Cuſtom Houſe, London, 
November 22d, 1797. 


An ACCOUNT of the SUMS paid on Account of raiſing 
SEAMEN, in the Years'ending the 1oth October 1796 and 
the 1 oth October 1797. 


. d. 


Year ending the roth October 1996 — 51,491 9 o 
445 Wheaton ioth October 1797 — 242784 13 94 


— 


1 
— 


THOMAS IRVING, 


Inſpector General of FE Imports 
1 and Exports of Great Britain. 
r General's Office, ee 
m Houſe, en, 
8 n 2797. 
* 7 } + 3 Ae 8 14101 17 5 i . 


101 F433 Nt! 


— 


Ditto 

1$th ] 
25th e 
6th Ju 
17th d 
20th d 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


| ' DEBATES. _ _ 
LIST of PENSIONS granted -fince the 1ſt day of January 


1792, together with the NAMES of the PERSONS to 
whom, or in Truſt for whom, the ſaid Penſions have been 


granted, and the Amount of the ſame. 


Dates of Grants. Names. 


Amount. 


—— 


1792. : 
4th 8 Arabella Dorothea Lockman, during pleaſure 


2d October. William Morland, Eſq. for the life of his 
daughter, Harriot Bernard, wife of Scrope 
Bernard, Eſq. — — 

6th November. Lady Elinor Butler, during pleaſure 

1793. | 

„ arch. George Burghall, Eſq. during pleaſure 

ziſt May. Samuel Starbuck, and his wife Abigail Star- 
buck, reſpectively and ſucceſſively, in con- 
ſideration of his having removed from Nova 
Scotia, where he was employed in the 
ſouthern whale fiſnery, and ſettled with his 
family at Milford Haven, during the term 

| of their natural lives — 
Ditto ditto. Timothy Folger, and his wife Abigail Abiel 


Folger, during the term of their natural lives 
19th June. Sarah Hawkins, widow of Pennel Hawkins, 


Eſq. (expired) during pleaſure — 
2;th ditto. James Hayes, Eſq. during pleaſure — 
6th July. 

berlayne, and the ſurvivor of them, during 

_ pleaſure 
17th ditto, William Fraſer and Lieutenant-colonel Fraſer, 
in truſt for Mary Fraſer, during pleafure 
20th ditto Edmund Antrobus and Courts Trotter, in truſt 
for Eleanor Molleſon, during pleaſure 
Ditto ditto, Benedict Arnold and Thomas Morriſon, Eſqrs. 
in truſt for the following children, viz. 
Edward Shipden Arnold,: James Robertſon 


Arnold, Sophia Matilda Arnold, and George 


: Arnold, 1ool. each, during pleaſure 
Ditto ditto. Sir John Call, Bart. and John Roberts, Eſq. 
in truſt for Sarah Bates, during pleaſure 
Ditto ditto, Penelope Ann Cooke, ditto 
Ditto ditto, Elizabeth Cooke, — ditto 
Ditto ditto, Maria Coche ditto 


Ditto ditto. Elizabeth Davy — ditto 


ITN 


Ditto ditto. John Fordyce and William Fullarton, in truſt 
for George Hamilton Gordon, during pleaſure 


Ditto ditto, William Auguſtus Miles, Eſq. ditto 
Ditto ditto, Sir George Oſborne, Bart. and J. Ley, Efq. 
3 in truſt for Jane Wraxall, during pleaſure 
Ditto ditto. William Smich and J. Farhill, in truſt for 
Anna Craufurd, during pleaſfure — 
| FS: | 


Betty Clerk Chamberlayne and Caroline Cham- 


_ 
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100 


300 
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406 


6 
161! 7 . The n Thomas Walpole, e, dating 
leaſure — 500 @® © 
Ditto ditto. Caleb Whitefoord, Eſq. during — 200 © 0 
2d Septemb. Robert Halifax and Catharine Halifax, widow 
of the late Biſhop of St. Aſaph, in truſt for 
the following children, viz. Gertrude, 
Charlotte, Marianne, Caroline, Catharine, 
and Elizabeth Halifax, Gol. each, 92 
; pleaſure 360 © o 
6th ditto. William Fawkener, Eſq. in addition to a pen- | 
ſion of 200l. per annum, granted to him in 
1763, during pleaſure — 100 © 0 
18th ditto, Jeremy Sneyd, in conſideration of his lohg and 
faithful ſervices in the office of His Ma- 
jeſty s Secretary of State for F oreign Affairs, 
during pleaſure — 336 O o 
Ditto ditto. Elizabeth Sneyd, wife of ditto ditto, d 336 © o 
th October. Margaret Wolters, — _ ditto 248 0 0 
Ditto ditto. Catharine Gertrude Robinſon, " ditto 600 © o 
Ditto ditto. Lewis Erneſt Hake, (expired), ditto 248 0 © 
Ditto ditto. Lackford Hart, — — ditto 190 © 0 
Ditto ditto. Ann Flint, widow, — — ditto 66 © o 
Ditto ditto, Ditto, in truſt for the two eldeſt 4; 66 
of her eight children mY mY 
Ditto ditto. Frances Francis — — ditto 60 0 © 
Ditto ditto. Elizabeth Francis _ — ditto 60 O o 
Ditto ditto. Catherine Callow — — ditto 50 © 6 
1794. ; 
20th January, Captain Evelyn Sutton — gitto 250 © 0 
16th April. Ann Chriſtie — — oe 18 11 0 
2 1ſt ditto. James Rivers, Eſq. — — ditto 446 0 0 
1ſt July. Samuel Roſe, in Troft for William COPEL, | 
during pleaſure - — 300 o o 
Ditto ditto. Lady Albinia Cumberland, during plesſure 400 © © 
Ditto ditto, Herry Hobart and Richard Cumberland, 
Efqrs. in truſt for Harriet Elizabeth Mar- 
garet Cumberland, during pleaſure 100 0 0 
Diito ditto. Ditto, i in truſt for Albinia Elizabeth Cumber- 
| land, during pleaſure 100 0 0 
on ditto. Thomas Lord Walfingham, in truſt for 
George and 'Thomas Pe Grey and the ſur- 
vivor, during pleaſure 1,200 0 0 
zoth Sep. Right Honourable Edmund Burke, during the 
joint lives of himſelf and his wife __ 
| Burke, and the ſurvivor of them — 1,200 © 
-25th ditto, William. Webſter and his wife, and the _— 
©. vivor, during pleaſure — 65 0 
Ditto ditto. Thomas Engliſn, during pleaſure — 147 0 
ijoth Nov. Elizabeth Ewart, widow, ditto — 645 © 
Ditto ditto. Ditto, in truſt for her ſon John Ewart, ditto 121 0 
Ditto cit: o. Ditto, in truſt for her a Elizabeth art, | 
during 3 — — 121 0 0 


oO © © © 


179 
roth N 


-179 
20th ] 
Ditto 
Ditto 
24th ] 


21ſt N 


Ditte 


. 


ww WW 9 ! —— PS fY 


DEBATES. 477 11 
. p : | Lo . d. 105 
joth Novem. Elizabeth Ewart, widow, in truſt for her bor? 428 
daughter Mary Ewart, during pleaſure 12100 0 1 
1795 : | . | 70 
20th January X Frances Ann Allen, durin pleaſure — 6 0 8 f 1 fl 
Ditto ditto, Jane Morley, — itto — . 1 ; 
Ditto ditto, Mary Coulfon, widow, ditto —-  — 35 0 © 72 
24th Febru. Henry Bunbury, Eſq. during pleaſure, or 1 
| until he ſhall be provided for in His Ma- FP 
jeſty's ſervice = — — 500 93 6 {bn 
21ſt March. Right Honourable Sylveſter Douglas, during 15 
the term of his natural life, but to ceaſe and 4:08 
determine when he ſhall accept and be in 
actual poſſeſſion of any office or place, for 24-Þ 
the term of his natural life, either in Great 1 
Britain or Ireland, of the clear yearly value 62 
of 1,0001. or upwards ; or when he ſhall ac- 1 
cept and be in actual poſſeſſion of the office 17 
of Surveyor-general of His Majeſty's 1 
woods, &c. then and in that caſe the faid _ | "FR 
annuity to be ſuſpended; and the payment FEM 
thereof to ceaſe for and during the time he 1 
ſhall be in actual poſſeſſion of the ſaid laſt. oY 
mentioned office, but in caſe he ſhall be re- 155 
moved therefrom, then the ſaid annuity or 1 
| yearly ſum 1s to become payable as before 600 © © 1 
Ditto ditto. Right Honourable Sylveſter Douglas, during 5 | 1 
the joint lives of himſelf and Frederic Syl- 0 1 
veſter North Douglas his ſon, and the ſur- 1 
vivor of them — — 600 © © 1B 
gth July. Dorothy Balmer, during pleaſure — 50 0 6 1 
22 Dec. John and Andrew Hollingſworth, in truſt for = 
Sarah Adams, during pleaſure — 3099 0 0 | = 
90% 1 
iſt July. Sir James Bland Burgeſs, Bart;, during plea- » 
ſure EL. 1,200 0 © 2» 
27th ditto, Thomas Coutts, Eſq. ia truſt for Lady Au Ws: 
guſta Murray, during pleaſure — 1,200 © © 1 
8th Sept. Sir Robert Ainſlie, Knt. during the joint lives 1 
i of His Majeſty and himſelf © 1,000 © o wr 
28th ditto, Sir John Hort, Bart, for ſervices as Conſul- Wn 
general at Liſbon, during pleaſure 1,000 © © Ws 
1797. - ti 1 
29th March. Peggy Edgcombe, widow, during pleaſure 196 0 0 1 
11th July, Mary Henrietta Erſkine, during pleaſure 400 00 
19th ditto, Rev. George Hooten Hyde, continuation of : 48 
| a grant from King William and Queen bt © 3 
Mary to his family for ſeryices, during | | *1 458 
| pleaſure — 2 —ꝛ 80 0 bi i 
2d Sept. Lady Mary Mordaunt, during pleaſure 40010 © = 
Ditto ditto, Lady Frances Bulkeley, during pleaſare 200 0 © 1 
17th Nov, James Tyrrell Roſs, Eſq,; during pleaſure 250 © © . 
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13th Jan. | 0, F: during pleaſure 2 
Ith Feb. Harriet Anne Maclaine, during pleaſure 
zoth March. Lydia Brooks, widow of the late Samuel 
N Brooks, one of His Majefty's meſſengers in 
ordinary | | 


CONTINGENT PENSIONS. 


— —„ —ů— 


1792. ä 

5th . ano Right Honourable Lord Grenville and Charles 
Moſs, clerk, in truſt for Harriet Margaret 
King, wife of John King, Eſq. one of the 
Under Secretaries of State, durin 
tural life, to commence at the death of Mr. 
King, or whenever he ſhall ceaſe to hold the 


office of Under Secretary of State, or any 


© other office or offices, ſalary or falaries from 


or under Government to the clear annual . 


value of 4ocl., with a proviſion, that if Mr. 
King fhall in future be in poſſeſſion of any 
offices or ſalaries of the clear annual value 
of 400l. as before-mentioned, then, during 
ſuch time as he ſhall be in the enjoyment of 
the ſame, the faid penſion granted as afore- 
ſaid to determine and ceaſe to be paid 
2d October. William Pollock and Frederic Booth, Eſq. 
in truſt for Margaret Nepean, wife of Evan 
Nepean, Eſq.; one of the Under Secretaries 
of State, during her natural hie, to com- 
mence upon the death of the ſaid Evan Ne- 


pean, or when he ſhall ceaſe to hold the 


{aid office of Under Secretary of State 


1796. 5 | ety | £12.46 
iſt July. lane Auſt, wife of George Auſt, Eſq. late 


one of the Under Secretaries of State, to 


commence from the death of the ſaid George 


Auſt, and to continue during pleaſure | 


1797- | | 
14th Sept. Sarah Anne Wilmot, wife of John Wilmot, 


Eſq. to commence from the death of the 


ſaid John Wilmor, and to continue during 


her na- 


—.— Granted in conſequence of Mr. 
ilmot's ſervices in executing the proviſions 

of the act of the zoth year of his preſent | 
Majeſty, for giving relief to ſuch 'perfons. 


as have ſuffered in their rights and proper- 


3 America 
7th Nov. 


ter, reſpr 
mence 


Hayter, and to continue during pleaſure 131 © Q 


— 
1 
* 


None of the above Penſions have yet taken effect. 
f * a S791 8 L107 Reet is! 


tics during the late unhappy diſſentions in 
[$260 535 LS id LY ©: 


apap; | | 6400-0. 0 
Elizabeth Hayter, wife of the Reverend John 
Hayter and to Sophia Hayter their daugh- 


554 © o 


643 0 © 


— 


{1 


ively and ſucceſſively, to com- 
m the death of the ſaid John 


* 


26th 
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1793. On 1 ; Le 4. 4. 
13th Nov. William Lindſay, Eſq. late Reſident at Ve- 
| nice; to continue until otherwiſe provided 
for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or until deter- 
mined by warrant from His Majeſty (ex- 
17th May. Lord Viſcount Torrington, late Miniſter 
| Plenipotentiary to the Court of Bruſſels; to 
continue until otherwiſe provided for in 
His Majeſty's ſervice, or until determined 
by warrant from His Majeſt — 1,684 © o 
26th June. Charles Keene Eſq. late Charge d' Affaires at 
Stockholm; to continue until otherwiſe 
provided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or 
until determined by warrant from His Ma- 
jeſt — — — 
William Barnier, Eſq. late Charge d' Affaires 
at Peterſburgh ; to continue until otherwiſe 
provided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or 
until determined by warrant from His 
Majeſty — — 250 © © 
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250 © © 


24d ditto, Sir Robert Murray Keith, late Envoy Extra- 
ordinary at Vienna; to continue until 
otherwiſe provided for in His Majeſty's ſer- 
vice, or until determined by warrant from 
His Majeſty (expired) — 2,280 0 0 
Pas . 
not ;- 5h Charles Logie, Eſq. late Agent and Conſul- 
general at Algiers; to continue until other- 

wiſe provided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, 

or until determined by warrant from His 

Majeſty | | 460 0 © 

26th Aug. Lord Harvey, late Envoy Extraordinary at 
Floxence ; to continue until otherwiſe pro- 

. vided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or until 
determined by warrant from His Majeſty 

(expired) —_ 1,500 © © 


P93... | : | | 
th fan. Lord Malmeſbury, late Ambaſſador Extraor- 
dinary to the States General of the United 
Provinces ; to continue until otherwiſe pro- 
vided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or until 
: determined by warrant from His Majeſty 2,300 © 0 
Ditto ditto, Lord St. Helens, late Ambaſſador Extraordi- 
nary to the States General of the United 
Provinces; to continue until otherwiſe pro- 
vided for in His Majeſty's ſervice, or until 
determined by warrant from His maj 25,300 © 
26th June, Thomas Walpole, Eſq. late Envoy Extraordi- 
| _ nary to the Elector Palatine; to continue 
until otherwiſe provided for in His Ma- 
jeſty's ſervice, or until determined by war- 
rant from His Majeſty — — 800 o 
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v fcb. Major- . Gatdiner, wa Miniſter Pleni- 
potentiary to the Court of Warſaw ;. to 
continue, until. atherwiſe provided for in 
— Majeſty's ſervice, or until determined 


by warrant from His: N 600 o 0 7 
w ditto. Francis Drake, Eſq. late Miniſter ITEMS | 
diary to the Republic of Genoa; to con- the e 
tinue until otherwiſe provided for in His ſubje 
Majeſty's ſervice, or until determined by adva 
warrant from His Neef —— 600 © o likel 
| 1 * 5 his 0 
| CONTINGENT PENSIONS to late MINISTERS. truſt 
| | ſent 
2 1793+ ” FO QF 
| 6th Sep. William Fawkener, Eſq. late Envey Extraor- | cont. 
= and Plenipotentiary to the moſt deva 
| faith Queen, for EE commercial 5 exce 
: "INS | ments, and to the Empreſs of Ruſſia, 8 
| OEMs ſting in certain CE = 
1 | * Sant; to commence when he ſhall ceaſe to poop 
> hold his preſent office of one of the clerks aſſiſt 
* del the Privy Council, and not be in poſſeſ- L 
f ioon of any other office or place of equal 
I value, or until determined by warrant under ha 
37 Us wie royal ſign manual 1,000 © 0 OI 
| | 179 | coul: 
26 Feb, 4 Auckland, employed i in . 3 but: 
to France, Spain, and Holland, to continue 1 
until otherwiſe provided for in His Ma- Ad 
K 8855 ſervice : to be ſuſpended neverthe- the r 
| - - Jefs when and from the time his fon William muſt 
| 3 Elliot Eden becomes poſſeſſed of the - office there 
| of one of the four tellers of the Exchequer, 6 
| | and to continue to be 1 nded as Jon the 
| | His faid fon hall cqntihbuc in —— we 3 
| | aid office (ſuſpenJed) * 1,900 0 0 tions 
| 1798. tions 
| 12th an. George Hammond, Egg. late Miniſter Pleni- nous 
1 pPotentiary to the United States of America; 
10 commence when he ſhall ceaſe to hold | adop 
us preſent office of Under Secretary of Lord 
1 TR and not be; in „ of 75 — a pains 
| + + ,./+...  effice or place of equal value, or until deter- 
| * mined 15 warrant under the N gn 5 * 
| weil to e = 120 v hate 
| yo 3 "rol yet taken os ex- EI 2 quiri 
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A Wedneſday, Marth 438. 40 15 

2 The Earl of CARLISLE, faid, that perten to the reading of i 1 
the order of the day, he wiſhed to make a few obſervations Upon a 14 

ſubject which other noble Lords might advert to with much more 1 
advantage and effect than could be produced by any thing that was mY 

8 likely to fall from him. The ſubject to which he alluded, had, in 1 
his opinion, very properly been mentioned in another Houſe, and he |; 5 9 

truſted their Lordſhips would expreſs an equal feeling as to the pre- 'N i 

ſent ſituation of Switzerland. He confidered that country to have Wo 

6 | contributed in a greater degree to oppoſe the general deluge and ih i 
devaſtation of the French, than any other nation in Europe, with the 1 1 

exception of Great Britain only. Though the applauſe of this 1 

country might afford ſome conſolation to that brave and oppreſſed 1 

people, he thought Great Britain ſhould go farther, and afford them 1 

aſſiſtance if there were any means of doing ſo, 0 4 FM 

Lord GRENVILLE faid, the noble Lord need make no. apo- 1 

logy for adverting to a ſubject which intereſted the feelings of all 1 10 

6 men born in a free country. He ſhould be happy if any mode = 
could be deviſed of bringing the ſubje& regularly before the Houſe ; Y 

but at all events he thought the manner in which it had very pro- | 0 

perly been alluded to in both Houſes of Parliament would encourage | EY 

the magnanimous ſpirit of that ſuffering, but heroic people. It b 1 

muſt be a conſolation to them to know, that in this free country | 

there was not a man whoſe feelings did not participate in their ſuf- 9 1 

ferings, and whoſe indignation was not rouſed at their oppreſſion. | i 18 

The LORD CHANCELLOR roſe. to ſubmit a few obſerva- j . 1 

0 tions to their Lordſhips' conſideration on the ſuhje&!of the reſolu- _—_ 
tions reſpecting divorces, which he on a former day had the ho- 1 If. 

nour of laying on their table, and would that night propoſe to be | | | 9 

adopted by the Houfe. With the nature of theſe reſolutions their 0 15 9 

Lordſhips muſt already be - acquainted; he now «beſtowed great 9 11 

| pains on the examination of the fubje& involved in them ; and he | [| l. 

had hopes that the community would be genetally benefited by = 

9 thcls regulations, the ſketch of which formed the n of his in- 1 
| quiries. Herechis Lordſhip eomplaĩined of miſrepreſentations, by 14988 
vhich it had been ſtated;” that in the ed rte bf & feccht Mleuſſion 1 

an this ſubjest ,(Efen's, Divorce Bill) their Lordſhips had reſected 1 

with aſperity on the Eecleſiaſtieal Curt 2755 their == 


Lordſhips, that ſo far from having offered 
Vol. V. | 30 
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Court on their ſentence, he had merely ſtated, that had the evidenee 
given at their Lordfhips' bar been adduced at Doctors Commons, 
the ſentence à menſu et thors, would not have paſſed. Such too 
had been the remark of the noble-Prelate {Rocheſter) who on that 


.occalion had alſo addreſſed their Lordſhips, and it was not to be 


expected that any refutation could otherwiſe be given to theſe in- 
ſinuations, than by expoſing their falſchood in that Houſe : It was 


due to that learned body of civilians thus to have taken notice of 


them: He next briefly recapitulated the points in the reſolutions, 
which have for their object to regulate and determine the mode in 
future to be pradtiſed in conducting acts for Divorce. Evidence 
is to be given by the parties at their Lordſhips' bar, where they are 
to be examined if their Lordſhips think fir. Copies of the pro- 
ceedings which may take place in DoQors' Commons ate alſo to be 
required by their Lordſhips ; and in general the ſpirit of the reſolu- 


tions is, to prevent the colluſion of parties, and bring forward every 


circumſtance of evidence that may be connected with the caſe. He 
concluded with moving that the reſolutions be agreed to. 
The Biſhop of ROCHESTER expreſſed his ſatis faction in the 


explanation given by the noble Lord. It was elear that the wholt 


of the (circumſtances, in the cafe alluded to, had not been diſeloſed 
in the Eceleſiaſtical Court; for had the articles of ſeparation been 


' adduced there, a divorce a menſa et thore would not have been 


granted. In all future applications to the Houſe of Lords for a 
Divorce, he ſhould vote for the PIRIE of the nn of the 
other Courts. 5 

The Earl of RADNOR had ſome a as to the praQiicabi- 


- Uty of the regulations in point of form. For inſtance, perſons em- 
ployed in buſineſs out of the kingdom, could not appear at the bar 


of their Lordſhips, when applying for a Divorce ; and even perſors 
in the country might be ' prevented from doing ſo by indiſpoſition. 
He wiſhed therefore that the regulations ſhould have ſome limita- 
tion ſuch as the words e unleſs inevitably prevented,” or ſome- 
thing to that effect; for, excluſive of the two caſes mentioned, it 
was his opinion that the parties ought to attend. 


Viſeount SYDNEY obſerved,” that Divorces hitherto had rot 


been the moſt reſpectable part of the proceedings of that Hovſe ; 
but he"thought ſome other mode of examination ſabuld be deviſed, 


than bringing to that bar a man, afflicted by _— wife's moe: 


ba anſwer. inter rogations reſpecting a colluſion, 

The Biſfop of DURHAM obſerved; tar; In che cuſs alluded 
to of indifpenſtble abſende, the Houſe would have” a diſectionar 
power 1 Pad with' the afteridance W parties. He had 
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had the honour of a ſeat in that Houſe for twenty-nine years, and in 
the courſe of that time witneſſed a depravity of morals, which the 


oreſent regulations, he hoped, would in a great meaſure correct, and 


he felt deeply obliged, for their wraduAion, to the noble Lord upon 
the woolſack. With reſpect to the examination of the parties at 
the bar, he knew of no other way in which the Houſe could get at 


the truth. It was the buſineſs of every Legiſlature to attend to the 
morals of the people, the corruption of which, from the evidence of 
all hiſtory, was one of the moit infallible ſymptoms of the decline 


of empires. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR was ſorry that the he 


licentiouſneſs of the age made the applications ſo frequent, as to call 


upon their Lordſhips to prevent the facility of them in future. At 


preſent they were conſidered as mere matters of courſe, as levying a 
fine, or ſuffering recoveries in the Court of Common Pleas. So far 
from a Divorce being of late deemed a misfortune, that in order to 
accompliſh it, frequently it- happened that previous arrangements 
were made for that purpoſe. No perſons could, therefore, doubt the 
neceſſity of the regulations. Theſe where wholeſome reſtraints 
which would prevent applications but from people that were really 
injured, and ſuppreſs that licentioufneſs which led to preconcerted 
ſecond marriages. They were not to be conſidered as an innova- 


tion on the law of the land, though the frequency of divorces for 


ſome time paſt might well make them appear fo in the eyes of the 
public. Oa the contrary, every Divorce Bill introduced into that 
Houſe was in reality a privilegiumn, a departure from the rigour of 
law for the relief of the individual concerned. By adopting theſe 
regulations, no alteration would be effected in the legal code. They 
were merely. to be regarded as of the ſame nature with thoſe orders 


which the Houſe had from time- to time enacled to regulate their | 


own proceedings, Bat in this view, which was the true one, by 


removing, from the public mind. the idea of the facility of obtaining 


a Divorce, he hoped-it would be productive, if not of the complete 
repreſſion of licentiouſneſs and debauchery, at leaſt of a more gene- 


ral regard to good example and public decency ;, and thus by turn- 


ing a current of faſhion againſt open profligacy, a more effeual re- 
formation would ultimately be obtained. 

Lord MULGRAVE obſerved, that nothing, could e pro- 
per than an examination of the parties at their Lordſhips bar, when 
there was any appearance. of collulion,. | But he could by no means 
aſſent : the regulation in its preſent unqualified and abſolute ſhape. 
There were many perſons who could appear at the bar with, feelings 


af conccious : INNOCENCE wich reſpe& to any charge of <ollution, who. 
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might yet be provented from doing ſo; by motives bf delicacy and 
timidity : ſo that thoſe whaſe caſes were moſt entitled to conſidera. 
Told, might; by u elauſo of this nature, be excluded from all remedy, 

The Biſhop'of DURHAM Aupported the elauſe in its original 
acl | Modified as the noble Lord wiſhed it to be, it would be 
rendered perfectiy nugatory. If it-was to produee any effectual 
good; it muſt be made general, and abſolute. This, however, by 
no means "argued, that a rigid compliance would be required in 
every eaſe. He had no doubt, that in its actual exerciſe, it would 
de applied only to thoſe cafes to which it was ſpecially directed; and 
theſe would al ways depend on the complexion of the proceedings in 
the Eceleſiaſtical Courts. But to put a ſtop to that unbluſhing li- 
centiouſneſs which began to prevail - to throw a ſanctity around 
the ſtate of marriage — it was neceſſary that the order for attendance 


ſhould be abſolute in all caſes. And if their Lordſhips were really 


defirous, as he had no dovbt they were, to check the rapid progreſs 
of immorality, they muſt begin with reſtoring the connection of 
marriage to that honour and ſanclity which it poſſeſſed in former 
times. The truth of this poſition would receive additional ſtrength 
from reflecting on the progreſs of the licentious philoſophy of France. 
They knew that to reduce ſociety to that ſtate of depravation fa- 
vourable to their diobolical purpoſes, it was neceſſary to poiſon it in 
its very ſource. He would admit that general rules were ſometimes 
productive of unpleaſant conſequences in their application to parti- 
cular caſes. But he did not apprchend that ſuch effects could often 
reſult from the preſent meaſure ; for he was rather of opinion that 
thoſe, with reſpect to whom it would be neceſſary to put it in exe- 
cution, were poſſeſſed of feelings ſufficĩiently hardened to ſurmount 
every obſtacle from — to an — at the bar of the 
Houſe. bie 312 4 
Lord MULGRAVE again a his AiNatisfa@tion of the 
otiginal clauſe, and ſuggeſted that it would conſiderably accommo- 
date the parties, if, inſtead of the words, * they ſhall attend to be 
examined a, the Houſe think fit,” there were inſerted the words, 
they ſhall attend, ahn the Houſe think fit, to be examined. 
The LORD CHANCELLOR Ke e the follov- 
ing reſolutions were agreed to: 
Ordered, That for the future no petition for any Bil of Divorce 
ſhall be preſented to this Houſe; unleſs an official copy of the pro- 
i ceedi and of a definitive ſentenee of divorce @ menſa £5: thoron 
— Goin, at the ſuit of the party defirous' to preſent 
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Ordered, That for the future, upon the ſecond reading of any 
Bill of Divoree, the petitioner praying for the ſame do attend chis 
Houſe in order to his being examined at the bar, if the Houſe ſhall 
think fit, whether there has or has not been any colluſion, directly 
or indirectly, on his part relative to any act of | adultery that may 
Rave been committed on his wife, or whether there be any colluſion, 
directly or indirectly, between him and bis wife, or any other per- 
ſon or perſons touching the faid Bill of Divoree, er tauching any 
action at law which may have been brought by ſuch proccedings 
againſt any perſon for criminal converſation with the petitioner's 


wife; and alſo, whether at the time of the adultery of which ſuch 


petitioner complains, his wife was by deed, or 'otherwiſe, by his 
conſent, living ſeparate and apart from him, and releaſed by him, 
as far as in him lies, from his conjugal duty, or whether ſhe was at 
the time of ſuch adultery cohabiting with him, and under _ _ 
tection and authority of him as her huſband. ed U 21 

Ordered, That the ſaid orders be. deelared ſtanding 3 and 
that 1 be entered on the foll of W onde of, __ zan 
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An account was laid before the Houſe, of the Sis Sr 
which have been granted under the authority of Parliament to per- 
ſons in the herring-fiſheries ; which 05 ordered to be laid on 
the table, 5: 1; 

The Right Honourable DUDLEY RYDER ud, that the 
view of. ſtating theſe accounts was, to ſhew to the Houſe what had 
been the effect of the ſyſtem of encouragement which Parliament 
had followed with regard to the herring- fiſneries. It appeared. to 
him that the ſueceſs of theſe fiſneries had been in proportion as the 
hſheries had been relieved from any kind of reſtriction, inſtead of 
allowing bounties under certain reſtrictions. He thought it fair to 
ſtate to the Houſe that fact, in order that they might afterwards 
Judge whether the bounties ſhould be continued under any reſtric- 
tions, or the trade to be free from them. He did not, however, 
preſume to ſay, that his opinion was of ſufficient weight to guide 
that of any other Member. His chief object was to call the atten- 
tion of the Houſe to the facts as they appeared by the documents 
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adopted thirteen years ago by the Houſe, which was to refer the 


matter to the conſideration of a Select Committee, and Parliament 


would then have an opportunity of conſidering the ſ ubjeck. He then 
moved, That a Committee be appointed to inquire into the ſtate 
of the Britiſh herring-fiſhery, and into the moſt effectual means fur 
its improvement and extenſion; and to report the ſame, and their 
opinion thereupon, to the Houſe,” — Ordered. 
Mr. Chancellor PIT T moved the order of the day, for the 

| ſecond reading of the bill to enable His Majeſty the more effectu- 

ally to provide for the defence and ſecurity of the realm, and for 
indemnifying perſons who may, ſuffer in their property by ſuch 
meaſures as may be neceſſary for that _ purpoſe : which being 
done; peck 4 12 7 
Mr. Chancellor Pitt faid, that this bill, which had met the una- 

nimous-approþation of the Houſe, was a very important one; and 
therefore he wiſhed it to be conſidered with the attention which its 
importance demanded. It was printed. The queſtion would be 
on the commitment of it, or would Father be in the detail. He 
ſhould now move, that it be committed to a Committee of the 
whole Houſe to-morrow. He underſtood that the honourable gen. 
tleman who had given notice of a motion to- morrow would wave it, 
to make way for the diſcuſſion of this public buſineſs, 

The queſtion being put, the bill was ordered to be committed to 

a Committee of the whole Houſe to-morrow. 


Thurſday, March” 29. | 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS obſerved, that he had lately brought 
up a bill for the better defence of the nation, and for the indemnit- 
cation of thoſe who' may ſuffer in their property by the meaſure to 
be adopted for that purpoſe. The bill had been read a ſecond 
time and printed. Many fuggeſtions had ſinee been thrown out by 
feveral gentlemen on the ſubject, which were of too much import 
ance to be adopted without mature conſideration. It was his wiſh, 
therefore, that the Committee on the bill ſhould be poſtponed until 


to-morrow, that gentlemen might be enabled to give their opinion 


after ſufficient deliberation. An honourable friend (Mr. Wilber- 
| force) had given notice of a motion on the flave trade for to- 


Morrow. 
was: of little import -whether it was deeided in this week or in the 


next. The bill now before the Houſe was of ſuch urgency as to 
vequire the immediate ſanction of the Legiſlature; 'he had nv, 
doubt, e * his honourable fricad' would moſt willing 


But whatever might be the fate of that propoſition, i 
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pone his motion. He concluded by moving, that the bill, 


for the better Defence of the Nation,“ ſhould be committed to- 


4 
morrow. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE ſaid, that wiſhing ſteadily to purſue 
what he conceived .to be his duty, he felt much reluctance when 
called upon again to defer his motion. The reaſons offered by the 
right honourable gentleman were certainly very cogent ; but he muſt 
again expreſs his regret, even whilſt he acquieſced in the propoſed 
delay. He concluded by giving notice, that he ſhould poſitively 
bring forward his motion for the-al abolition of the ſlave trade on 
Tueſday next. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas's motion was then put and carried. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that,it was on- his ſuggeſtion his 
honourable friend had fixed Tueſday for bringing on his motion. 
That day appeared to him the moſt convenient, as he ſhould on 
Monday ſubmit to the Houſe certain propoſitions on a ſubject of 
great importance—the Redemption of the Land Tax. It was not, 
however, his intention to do more on that day than merely propoſing 
certain reſolutions, the printing of which he ſhould at. the ſame 
time move for ; and in order that gentlemen might have time fully 
to.confider a meaſure ſo new and important, he ſhould propoſe going 
into the Committee on Wedneſday ; thus muſt the report neceſſarily 
be taken into conſideration on "Thurſday, it being the laſt day before 
the receſs, | 

Mr. TIERNEY obſerved, that the motion intended to be 
brought forward by an honourable friend of his Cm Walpole) 
ſtood for Thurſday. | 

Mr. Chancellor PITT truſted it would not materially in- 
commode the honourable General to delay his motion till n the 
holidays. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL brought up a bill to dcxplain 
and amend. the Alien Act of the 22d Geo. III. By the provifion 
of this new bill, no Alien is to reſide in this country who is unpro- 
vided with a licence ; to obtain this licence, it is neceffary that 
Aliens ſhould give in an account of their names, age, rank, and oo- 

cupation ; no perſon to entertain an Alien without examining into 


his licence; the forgery of a licence to. be a ak no Alien to 


leave this country without a paſſport; &c. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, that even theſe proviſions did:r not eome up to 
thoſe ideas of neceſſary precaution which he entertained on this 
ſubject. He ſhould therefore hold himſelf free to offer ſome ad- 


| Citional regulations in the progreſs of the bill. He had no inter- 
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courſe with Miniſters, and therefore that Hout w was we mx place 
where he could give ſuch an intimation. | 
: - I bill Was then read a W time. 


2 March 30. 


8 WALPOLE obſerved, that after he had ſo often put off 
his motion on this ſubject for the accommodation of gentlemen, it 


vas extremely hard that the right honourable gentleman oppoſite him 


ſhould take advantage of his abſence yeſterday, ſo as to have pre- 
vented him from either bringing it forward then, or on the preſent 
Therefore he gave notice, that on Thurſday next he ſhould 
make his motion, unleſs the report of the intended plan relative to 
the land- tax was to be made on that day. 1 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T denied his having taken any nan 
of the honourable gentleman' s abſence. But as the honourable gen- 
tleman had put off his motion from time to time, he thought, from 
the nature of the caſe, that there could be nothing i in rie that might 
render a litele longer delay inconvenient. 

The Houſe having reſolved itſelf into a Cones on the bill 
5 enabling His Majeſty to provide for the defence of -the country, 
Mr. S. DOUGLAS in the chair, 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that i in e of the ſug- 
geſtions thrown. out by ſome gentlemen on a former night, he had 


made ſeveral alterations in the preſent bill, and had endeavoured to 


come as near their ideas as poſſible. He defired thoſe gentlemen, 


_ therefore, to attend to the reading of the bill; and fee: whether their 


ſuggeſtions had been regarded. He then brought up an amend- 
ment, propoling that the perſons ſerving under this bill ſhould not 


be under the age of fifteen, or above that of 8 which was 


= 


agreed to. 

On that part of the bill being read by which thai names of 3 
offering their ſervices were to be taken down and poſted on the 
church · doors in each pariſh, _ 

Mr. TIERNE roſe and ſaid, he was extremely anxious not to 
diſturb that unanimity which appeared to be general in- and out of 
doors, and which the meaſure ſo abundantly merited ;- yet, with- 


1 meaning to oppoſe any clauſe, he could not admit it to pals pre- 
_ ciſely in the form which it now ſtood. As far as the ſervice was 


voluntary, it had his unqualified approbation; but he apprehended 


- that the bill; as it was worded, would, without uſing actual compul- 


ſion, do -worſe ; for it would put thoſe who did not enter, into 2 
very! en Gruation. 1 ſort of enn n was wat 
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which fixed a mark upon thoſe who refuſed it? There were many 
ſituations in life which rendered it inconvenient ; ſome which ren- 


dered it impoſſible for men to attend, in order. to be regularly trained 


and arrayed ; who, when teal danger approached, would be found 
to be as cordial and zealous as any others, He wiſhed the ſervice 
fr to be actually voluntary, and that the meaſure ſhould go ſo far as 


it that the King ſhould know what number, and of what deſcription, 
n he ſhould call upon: but if all were returned, diſtinguiſhing thoſe 
I who were willing to come forward i immediately, one man would, in 
it the glowing language of zeal, offer his ſervices, while another, not 
d leſs zealous in his heart, would be branded with the imputation of 
to coldneſs to thEcauſe, than which nothing eould more tend to make 
. differences, and create jealcuſies and invidious diſtinctions. This 
© was the only part to which he had any poſitive objection; though 
1 he muſt ſay, that, in his view, the latter part of the bill was uſcleſs, 
m He again preſſed the neceſſity of taking proper care not to put well - 
it meaning perſons'i in an invidious fituation : . he was ſute it was not 
the intention of Miniſters to do ſo; for though they might wiſh to 
It mark out thoſe who were really dilaffected, they would not, he was 
Y, ſure, on that account, adopt a mode of proceeding that would * | 


alfect the well-meaning and the diſaffected. 
Mr. HOBHOUSE hoped it was needlefs for him to ſay that the 
meaſure had his moſt cordial approbation : there were ſome parts, 


he was glad to find, was altered by the right honourable Secretary; 
the other he would advert to when the part in which it was came 
before the Houſe. 155 


(Mr. Tierney) would ſee on confideration that the bill muſt remain 
as it was, or it would be of no uſe. As to the general effect, he 
was ſure, and he faid ſo on the ſtrongeſt oonviction of the diſpoſition 
of the country, that it would be moſt ſalutary to be left to the vo- 
luntary zeal of the people. Having ſaid fo much, he would add, 

that if there was any difference as to the proviſions, it was not be- 
cauſe there. was any difference of ſpirit :. but if the proviſions were 
otherwiſe, the Commanding Officer of any diſtrict would not know 
how to apply, or where or to what amount to look for the aid of the 


one of the. liſts of thoſe counties which had already come forward to 


Vor. V. | 3 R 


a 


not clauſes, but parts of clauſes, that were objectionable: one part, | 


Mr. Secretary DUNDAS ſaid, that the ben 0 gentleman | 


country. This, he ſaid, he coultl explain if he had along with him 


enrall themſelves ; and he was, for that reaſon, ſorry he had. left 
them behind him. For example, however, in the.county of Kent, 
the People ſaid they wiſhed to ſerve, but in different ways ſome 
laid they 1 to 8 to bear arms, and to be exerciſed and ar- 
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rayed preparatory to occaſion—others. enralled themſelves to come 
with their Piteh- forks, &e. &c. ; others offered themſelves to drive a 
cart or a Waggon :, but i in order for the Commatider to know whit 
muſt firſt aſcertain the nature of 
their ſervice ; and this could only be done by the return of the Lord 
Lieutenant of the particular Rate, that there was ſuch à number of 
men for ſuch a purpoſe, and to forth: but if left at a loſs as to the 
diſtribution, a conſiderable part of the benefit would be loft. Jn 
order, however, to obviate the honourable gentleman's objection, he 
had left out all that related to the publication of the names on the 
church doors. © 
Nr. -TIERNEY declared himſelf perfectly ſatisfted. 

Sir W. GEARY faid, that the duration of their ſervice ought to 
be aſcertained ; and thought that the ſervices of een ought to be 
Jy to their counties. 

Mgr Chancellor PITT replied, that to eſtabliſh ſuch regulations 
yould be to act in a compulſory manner towards thoſe whoſe ſervices 
were to be wholly voluntary. 


[Couuoss 


General TARLETON wiſhed that ſuch perſons ſhould have 28 


e latitude as poſſible. Suppoſe (ſaid he) that the Engliſh 
army ſhould be victorious, then the brave defenders of their country 
would be unable to follow up their ſucceſſes by being reſtraitied from 
10 quitting their counties.” * a | 
ret: ry DUNDAS then brought up a dauſe, vepiecting 
"His Majef el y to nominate” officers, in caſe the Lords Lieutenants 
mould r Habe appointed a ſufficient number. Agreed to. 
On reading the clauſe which enacts that Members of Parlia- 
ment mould not vacate their ſeats in pg er of men 
Aenne rnb; 
. IEEE v obfetved, that ſuch a clauſe was totally un- 
—— if ch thefe gentlemen were not to accept of any pay; and if 
£ the clauſe 1 was}  Jnfiſted upon, he ſhould ſuppoſe the office was to be 
0 one of emolument; and thus the idea would go abroad, that this 
"bi fl was, not To much for the defence of the country as the protection 
of e £150 ſe of Commbns. He withed, for the Honouir"of _ 


ment, to prevent any ſuoh opinion. 
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The. right, honourable. 8. DOUGLAS brought wp the report of 
the bill forthe; defence-and. ſecurity of the realm. 
-. The ATT QRNLY . GENERAL. propoſed ſev ral amend- | 


.mentsr which were. agreed . 


Mr. Segretary DUN DAS brovght up 1 K pee "which, 
after a Mort converſation. between Mr, BASTARD, Mr. YORKE, 
the SGLIC LLOR GENERAL, and others, were agreed, wh 4 

Mr. Secretary DUNDAS then ſaid, that a difficulty had occured 
among ſeveral deſcriptions of perſons in the county of Kent, who 
were willing.to ſerve their country, upon an actual, emergency. 77 he 
difficulty, they had, was upon what might be deemed imminent dan- 
ger/!. That they concetved. to be too. Vague an ira 5. they 9 did 
not like to be ſubject to being called upon for military f ſer ee upon 
that looſe. apprehenſion. of danger Which might ariſe from TORE 
rent preparation or boaſting of the enemy. To remedy this, they 
| propoſed to enter their names, upon the condition that they ſhall | not 
de called upon unleſs a General Officer ſhall declare, the. neceflity | 
of their being in the field. He, therefore, now gave, notice, that 


be, ſhould propoſe. a clauſe to this. EF pode the turd, As of 


the bill. i 
Mr. HUSSEY: fad; that . were ſo many alteration: ns io, the 
dill ſince it was printed, that he did not know 15 0 90 ſyixit of 
the meaſure was not in part taken away. He wiche to, 
printed again, Bat the Houſe Ng | know what it as 0 ig 
paſſnig. ert: 

Mr. Secretary DUN DAS. id, wo hoped and, tri uſted. that the 


bill was better for the alterations. The OY Here adopted 


by the Houſe, in the hope that they would W tl] for 
th general defence... 


Mr. HUSSEY: ald. he. hoped ſo fo. too. ; and he owned : had con 


fiderable confidence in the knowledge of che right. NE zen- 
tleman in this meaſure ;, but ſtill he ſhould like to fee. what 55 of 


1418 


* the bill, was.as it now. ſtood, which he could aer a 
rinted. TO;11 k 10 * ii ng 
N. SPEAKER; obſerved. that, * order, er printing we bin 
would not ↄhſtrugt it A gr. ſs WEST * 12 512 
Mr. Scerctary, DUNDA aid, he withes to give, 1 ny to 
den body by.this meaſure, ang e ould not be delaye N 
ing, he had no objection, H-! DIV 19291 4d 01 P: ' 27 370901 
The bill was then — to be printed, and io c read a a rg | 


time on Monday, if then engroſſed. 
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b. Chancellor PITT moved, that the Houſe ot reſolre 
itſelf 3 into a Committee, to take into conſideration the aid voted du- 
ring the preſent ſeſſion of Parliament. | 
I be Houſe then reſolved itſelf 3 into a Committee, Mr. HOBART 

in the chair, 5 5 

5 Mr. * hancellor PITT ſaid, — — in purſuance of. the notice 
he had given to the Houſe ſome days gb, to ſtate the general nature 
of the plan, which. it was his intention to ſubmit to the Committee re- 
lative to the land tax; but as the ultimate propriety of adopting or 
of rejeRting this 4 1 muſt depend upon a full and minute de- 
tail of all its parts, it was not his i intention to aſk the Committee to 
dome to any immediate deciſion on it this day; ; but having ſtated the 
nature of his plan, and moved the printing of the reſolutions, he 
ſhould propoſe to poſtpone the diſcuſſion until gentlemen ſhould have 
an opportunity of being fully acquainted with the ſubject. With 
reſpect to the meaſure itſelf, he truſted it was one which only re- 
quired to be ſtared, to meet with general approbation —it was Un- 
necęſſory for him to ſtate, that in the preſent arduous and impor- 
tant eriſis, every meaſure which tended to invigorate t the country — 
every meaſure which tended to facilitate its means of ſtruggling 
with thoſe difficulties which the rancorous ani moſi ity of the enemy 
ad rendered vnavoidable—every meaſure which could animate the 
e and rouſe the characteriſtie independence of the country, had 

a fair claim at leaſt to the attention of the Legiſhture. _ 
The firm and vigorous conduct which Parliament had adopted, 
and above all, the recent proofs of unanimity which it had diſplayed, 
warranted | him in this affertion ; with this impreſſion upon his mind, 
he ſhovld not think himſelf juſtified i in taking up the time of the 
Committee in any general obſervations in favour of this plan, the 
_objeR of which was to abſorb a large quantity of flock, and in the 
Proceſs to transfer a large portion of the national debt into a landed 
Jegurity—the quantity of ſtock thus transferred was to equal at leaft 
in its amount, the quantity of land tax which ſhould by theſe 
,mearls be extinguiſhed, and ſhould be applicable to the public ſer- 
Vice, He would ſhew to the Committee that this operation would 
produce a, much larger ſum, than that at preſent produced by the 
- land tax, and that conſiderable gain, in a pecuniary point of view, 
1 a 9 neceflarity reſult to the public. But this was only a collatcral - 
v: Ae! attending the meaſure, and one upon which he laid the 
ih The, eat and important benefit which he expeded 
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the great diminution of the ſtock, which at this moment preſſed ſo 

peculiarl 2 beljeved he might now ſtate, without the danger 
of Teen ion, even from faction itſelf, and it certainly was a 
proud ſtatement for the country, that" in this advanced ſtage of 4 
war, the moſt, extenſive that this country was ever engaged in, the 
general capital and wealth of the country was greater than at the 
moment when we were compelled to enter into the war in our own 
defence—the commerce and trade of the country, ſo far from being 
diminiſhed as had uniformly been the caſe in all former wars, had 
very conſiderably increaſed. . The general induſtry and wealth of 
the country, ſubject to ſome fluctuations, as muſt neceffatily be the 
caſe in time of war, was in the ſame flouriſhing condition, and in 
general every ſymptom tended to prove, that we were in every re- 
ſpe& richer, and had a greater command of capital than in any 
period of our history. It was a fingular circumſtance, that in the 
yery great and unuſual depreciation of the funds, which had taken 
place durjng the preſent war, that the land had not only maintained 
its value to a much greater degree than in any former wars, but that 
its value was higher than it had been in any, except, perhaps, the 
moſt flouriſhing years of peace, preceding the commencement of 
the preſent war, and indeed it was lefs than it was during theſe years, 
There was no occaſion. to dwell upon theſe topics, which were pro- 
claimed and ptoved by fo many circumſtances. But, if upon a due 
conſideration of the ſtate of the country, they were of opinion that it 
vas in a ſituation which rendered great and vigorous evertions ne- 
ceſſary, and, that nothing ſhould be wanting on the part of pru- 
dence to render thoſe exertions . effeQual ; if, with this conviRion . 
in their minds, they thought, that by the adoption of this plan they 
could give relief. to the country in a part in. which it was moſt . 
preſſed —if they could very eſſentially diminiſh the large quantity 
of ſtock which at preſent exiſted, they would certainly agree with 


him, that this meaſure was founded upon the cleareſt and beſt prin- 5 


ciples of policy. He was. ſure he need not trouble the Committee 
with arguing this point, becauſe it was one upon Which Parliament 
had already ated, | It was upon this principle that the Houſe Rad 
acted during the preſent ſeſſion, when, conſcious of the extent of the 
reſources of the country, and at the ſame time convinced of the 
_ neceſſity which exiſted of calling forth theſe reſources, they had fet 
the honourable example; for the firſt time at leaſt within the mma 

century, of railing by great and extraordinary exertions, alarge pe 

of the ſupplies within the year." He had now the ben hy be 
Küng, that although that meaſure had met with ver 1 at Ah 
eulties in carrying it into effec,” EI 1 83 en, 
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derable Hare of oppofition, its advantages were now felt and 2c. © to 
Knowledgt@;; "they had alſo tlie adaritage of filing] that though in come 
| order to obVizte theſe difficulties they had very materially limited the pe 
an&tmodified'the" plan, yer the voluntary zeal of the country bad mp 
borne the nobleſt teſtimony to the principle upon WHICH! the plan would 
was founded; and proved, that when the Lepiffature had deter- clear e 
mined upon the "expediency of raifing a large part of the ſupplies duce : 
within the year, they were acting in conformity to the general ſenſe the pu 
of the people. From what he heard from the country,” the objec. * of the 
tions that were made againſt that meaſure were a proof How ſtrongly CU 
the” propriety of it was impreſſed upon the people; for the chief cen 
cmpfaint which he had heard againſt it was not that it was too ex- be a C 
tenſtve, but that this mode of taxation was not ſufffciently compte- eighty 
Henſve. This complaint came not only from commercial places, he en 
but from men engaged largely in commercial purſuits ; but what. 5.85 
ever might be the opinion of the Houſe and the country upon the bus dl 
prepriety of enforcing that principle, fure he was, that if any other may 
mode cbuld be adopted which tended to the fame object, which 
was” calculated in a very eſſential manner to relieve” the preſſure of 
the pübſie debt, which would effect a very confiderable ſaving every 


year in the public expenditure; arid if with all this it combined g. N 
domrrercial advantages, it would not require much argument not r 


_ enforce its adoption. Upon this ſubject, he would appeal to the 
landed gentlemen, and aſt them, if all theſe advantägés could be 
obtained be 'the adoption of a plan which would” not Tmpofe any 
nem burden upon the fate, though it would be productive of very 

. great Þetiefits to individuals, and he was fare, tliat if the meaſure 
he had r to propofe anſwered that defcriptionit nceded no far- 

ther argüment in its favour. He was awate that it what he had 
Aid he had claimed much merit for this plan; but he begged to 
obſerve at ine ſame time, that fie did not claim any forthe propoſer, 
becauſe che principle on which it was founded was T6 ffple and 
does; kat no man ebuld claim any merit from” propofing it—it 
wad ume Hlary for him to ſtate to the Committee" cat the arount 
of the Jatid tax was about two rilH OH year. TRS tax had now 
bf. near A Century been anndäfty granted; an acrbrding ti the fame 
rate for the diffctent cbunties. Flle land tax has cxified for a Torg | 
nme at fie rate at v hich it now Aged; Viz at foor fhillings in the 
Pound 4b Hl effet for c lorg a time that there ag f reaſon 
do bppoſe tit any dimitiuttött En tue tate Would" tökt place — at 
wü, He Tegulations” were made; it was nat Probable that 
an mntibm wobld be tnatleFnethis tax at Heaſt' Uhtfl other takes 
e were Aro felt wert GinnHHHede He ptbpefed by rh fred. 
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ſure to 1 ſo much "y the public debt as ſhould leave an in- 
come of two. willions four hundred thouſand pounds applicable to 
the public ſervice. The pecuniary advantages ariſing from this 
meaſure muſt be obvious from this ſtatement, becauſe, the public 
would diſpoſe of a revenue of 2, ooo, oool. for which they would 
clear of public debt to ſuch an amount that the intereſt, would pro- 
duce a ſum of 2, 400, oool. leaving upon the whole a clear gain to 
the public of Joo, oool. Under theſe eireumſtances, the ſituation 
of the perſon Who purehaſed the land tax would be that of having a 
landed ſecurity for his property, and that at a rate ſo favourable, as 
to render it a very deſirable object. At all events, the public would 
be a conſiderable gainer; but what was of much more conſequence, 
cighty millions of capital would be taken out of the market. Before 
he entered into the particulars of this meaſure, having now given 


its general outline, and having ftated theſe circumſtances, which, in 


his opinion, tended to recommend it to the approbation of Parlia- 
ment, he ſhould take notice of fome objections which had. been 
made to it. The firſt objection which had been made to it was, 
that the firſt ſtep which muſt be taken in order to carry this mea- 
ſure into effect, would be, that of rendering the land tax which, was 
now voted annually, a perpetual tax, in all caſes in which it was 
not redeemed. It certainly was his intention to propele making. it 
perpetual, ſubjeRt to the redemption; now propoſed... } 
There was one objection which had been ſtarted to this meaſures 
to which he conceived, he could give a moſt decided anſwer. The 
objection he meant was one that had been raiſed upon conſtitutional 
grounds, viz. that by conſenting to vote the land tax a perpetual 


tax, inſtead of voting it annually, Parliament gave up one of the 


great checks which it had i in its hands, by the voting of the, publie 
money: he, did not mean to deny that the ſyſtem, which; he now 
meant to propoſe would; make a change to a certain extent, but the 
Committee would, perceive that nothing was more eaſy, than that 
the fund which was given in its place, ſhould be placed under the 
annual diſpoſition of Parliament. If the Houſę could ſuſpect Mi- 
niſters an intention or a. wiſh to haye the; diſpgſal of the publie 
money, without, the,vote. of Parliament, they might, lay their hands 
upon that which, was in the Exchequer. It would be eaſy, in order 
to obyiate this, abjeRion, to enaQ, that part of the roygnge; now. - 
iting, and Which forms, part. of he; conſolidated fund. (ſhould. he 
placed in the; ſame fituation as this annual tax, which! itmas nom 


propoſed to redeem. z ſo that, inſtead of having. the, gte, up fee 


land tax, it would) be upon the permanent duties. , Lnnths aegulas 
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would perecive Mat he ſhould riot buy propoſe ace a "form of 
2 Under their anna Ctrl; but that He fhould propyfe 
dun the lub bf 2 40, ol. ſhould be placed in that fttuation; fo 
Mut dd fact, inflead of Tofing any of the conſtitutionil Checks which 
Paflizrhent poffeſſed before, it would have a greater check over the 
revenue than it had at this moment. 
| © Another" bieten ſtated" to this plan was, that che land tay 
A ddject of this meafure to perpetuate, was in many 
infſtinces To unequal, as tw amount abſolutely to an abuſe. Many 
genttemerihid Rated to him; that if the land tax, as it at preſent 
- exiſte, ws itr its operation equal, they would give their words to 
tis meuſtirẽ; but that they could not give their” confent to 
tante that which was fo extremely unequal: © But he withed thoſs 
tenttecen who were inelined to preſs this objection, would confidet 
mis fubject more cloſely. He would afk any gentleman, whiether 
ir was chef Teriouſly in the contemplation of Partiaificnt, fince the 
Revolution , Wo<qualize the land tax, at leaſt duritig the latter pan 
of the period? But as to the expeRation of à new 'afſerſment of 
the land Tax, by which the quotas paid. by diſtricts and individuals 
mould be more correctly and equally aſcertaĩned, ke ch ud only fay, 
dat there was the experience of near one hundred Fears aint ſuch 
4 lp For if they had ſeen the tax 'vored from year to 
yer, r ate period he had mentioned; Sita Uh kee being 
made % borrect this inequality}Fie thought it was not very unfair 
& oBrichae/"that as long 48 the lunch tax continued, Tt was 'as likely 
fe under its preſent arrangement by amitat votes, as it wa 
1 Was velidered petpetual. © This obſervation” be withed to put 
Werl ed! the gbod lenfe of the Houſe.” . He e 


| Hand? —— 90 aer - 6h i he * n property 

wunatt ver ther might be ſuid upon the unehualis 9 75 to 
ca hosever ey might be'Tticlined'to lament it, r by je 
nament, for along ſeries of years; ſhewed welk not incline 
corfect oy WaFir then te nd ech to PF 
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meaſure, that they were going to do that, in form. and in words, 
which they had always done in ſubſtance, via. to render this tax per- 
petual, ſubject to the redemption. preſcribed in this plan . He had 


heard another objectiun ſtated to this plan, which was, that it would 


baye the effect of introducing an equal land. tax, after the one nom 
exiſting was diſpoſed of. This vas not a ſpecics of objeGion: that 
was likely to come from the ſame quarter as chat ta which he had 


4 alluded, becauſe nobody could ſtate that they rete both /grie+ 


He had, however, ſometimes found, that the ſame under 
— embrace oppoſite chections to the fame propoſition, 
and could ſtate a grievance both ways. If theſe. perſons were de- 
termined to take objections, it certainly was eaſy to be done; but 


that was not the ſort of oppoſition he apprehended from any perſon 


he had the honour. then to ſee; there might be ſome gentlemen 
eee ta oppoſe was ſo ſtrong that they would ſtart the 


moſt oppoſite objectĩons; but then it was generally ſo arranged, that 


thoſe objeftions which were in direct oppoſition. to each other, did 
not come fram the ſame ſpeaker, but were aſſigned to different per · 
ons. Whether, it gave a greater facility for an equal land tax, by 
which-he meant an additional land tax, or not, it proved that the 
preſent one would, not be increaſed. This was a queſtion quite 
vneonne ed with the one u upon which the Committee were to de · 
eide ; but if it did give a erẽater facility for an additional, land tax, 
keeping faith for that which was now in cxiſtence,, ſo far from gon. 
lidering it as an objection, he ſhould think it a recommendation to 
the meaſure, becauſe, when, they. conſidered. the times, in which we 
lived, and, che conteſt in which we were engaged, whateyer-tonded 


| tocall forth the energy: and ſtrangth of the cui, ought, to meet 
Vich approbation. Whatever ; was the opiniqq of the Houſe upon 


this point, he could not ſtate any ſuch recommendation as belong+ 
ing to this plan —it would.leave.that ſubje& preciſely here it found 
it. Parliatpent had at this moment the power and the right. ta 
agment, the Jand-tax, when they found that nęceflity required it, 
and te preſent. meaſure would not in the ſlighteſt, degree ingreaſe or 


diminiſh that rigbt. What new power. would Parliament Have over. 


de lag tax, if the. g hole or any part.of it, ſhould. be gedtemed onder 


the args would be entertaining aſanguine, hope to che 


thatthe whole . ſhould be redeemed by) the owners in 

aley Jcasst, poſing that a new tax ſhauld be impeſed, jt 
"28, clear,,tha Fog — impoſed. upony/ any; eſtate; hich.had 
been dilcharged of, the, land tax, . in an) other propprtion,ghare it 


would . an- other. 
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| . Every adrurnage ought: therefore to be given to the owner of 
__ ” thieeftae, not une to ãnduee him to purchaſe; the land tax, but. to 
- facilitare his eftecting chat objrct. But if within g certain time 
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* Money, and wank have the effecd of m_ the intereſt, and: would 
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retlec med ſhould» be deducted: FI the eſtato; otharwiſe the opera · 


tion of it wd not be fair. It appeared to him, that by this plan 


All perfons'who redeemed. their land tax would be; fully as ſafe from 


u additiotal burden, as thoſe: who had-not-redeemed it. This 
appeared/ tein u ſhort anſwer to this objection. He had heard no 
*rher"objeRtion'Rarod;to the general principle: of the meaſure: with 
Feſpe@ ihe details, they-could:; not properly be. entered; into till 
they came before the Commitice 3 therefore it world) be idle to 
enter on the diſeuſſion then. There was one Ohjection which had 


been made to this meaſure, which was in the nature of a general 


iestion, augh connected with the details; this was the opera- 
nen which this-meaſurc-would-have upom· landed gentlemen, ſuppo- 
bang that other perſons purchaſed the tax which, attacked upon their 
estate. his objection was founded upon an idea, chat every gen- 
ternan poſſeſſing a landed eſtate might not be able: to purchaſe bis 
Land tax; He hoped it would appear, hen the reſolutions wert 
damned, which he ſhould have the honour, of propoſing to the 


_ * Commnette, chat every attention; had been paid to perſons ſtanding 


in this ſituation 3/ and that every advantage had been given to the 


Hidle#"gbarlerwen, conſiſtent [with the general naturt of the plan, 


and the benefits whietthe! public were:to:derive from it. But gen- 
temen muſt priceive, that if the plan was likely to ſuoceed at all, 


it aas ad object af great importance chat the public ſnould derive 


much bentfit tram it during the war as poſſible, when it was of 
che geeuteſt importance that every ſuppott ſhould be obtained; 3nd 
then ſoto ĩt mum he obvious to the Houſe, that although they might 
ee overy poſſible advantage to the landed gent lemen, 
chuld not give un uiii mit tine ſor the redemption of the 
:*vitheut defeating one of the chief benefits which it was likely 
0 \prodove. > The terms which were to be given ought thereſore to 
B uch asit& igtuce-every perſon who was able to purchaſe, to.do 


hie the Commirtce wonld heregfter limit) the owner of Ihe land 
old ont he able to make the punchraſe, the plan» provided that 
even in ht cas; their tuation or that of their heirs ſhovld not 


aht Teſt entirely hopeleſs, but that u farther period ſhould be allowed 


them, th take'the advantage of che purchaſe. With reſpect to the 
been ol d urch, it was propoſed that the payment ſhould 
che prior f hack; and chat the payment ſhould 
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ing-gooda mode ef payment a If it: was paid in 
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zetomminodateefelf toevery: fluctustion of the idky;n iSuppeſc.the 
ſtocks were taken at 30% which) was about: the! price! as whigh they 
now were, the intereſt which a perſon» might make of money; in the 
fonds was 6 per cent. and conſequently the number of years put- 
chaſe was between ſixteen and ſeventeen years. He meant that the 
land tax ſhoula' be taken at twenty years purchiaſe. Hm this 
ſtatement it would appear, that there would be a transfer of forty 
pounds of ſtock for every one pound of land tax redeemed Upon 
this principle; if the ſtocks were at 7 5, then it would be at thirty 
years purehaſe, and ſo on, always making a difference of one years 
purchaſe for every 24 per cent. variation in the ſtocks ;- and the 
"reſult of the whole of this meaſure would be, that the publie would 
gain one fifth, or 400, o l. As for the landed gentlemen, ſup- 
poling chem to poſſeſs the means of purehaſing their tax, he thought 
«that giving them an opportunity of doing it at twenty yeats pur- 
chaſe, was a ſufficient temptation to induce them to make, the pur- 
chaſe; and, on the other hand, it was a conſiderable advantage to 
the public to ſel the land tax at twenty years purchaſe, -while others 
were redeetring the ſtaek at the rate of between 16 and! L7/years 
purehafe. Ie muſt certainly be admitted that there Was a difference 
between funded and landed ſecurity, in point of value. Landed 
property was hardly ever fold for leſs than from 28 46 30 years pur- 
chaſe, whereas funded property, as we before obſerved, was at about 
16 or 17 years. It muſt therefore be obvious, that great ad van- 
tages wete given to the purchaſer, when he was given that whieh 
was equivalent to landed ſecurity at twenty years purchaſe; the 
ſhare, therefore, we aſk for the public! is little, while the advantage 


it affords to the individual is great, if it was to be called landed ſe- 


earity+ But in ſpeaking upon this fubject;. he did not mean ih be 


underſtood /as ſtating, that this» was in every reſpect the ſame as 


landed fecurity. Im f. ſome reſpects it was greater, and in others it 
Was leſs. This muſt be admitted to be an-unimproveabte eſtate, 
Whereas land was capable of continual improvement. Agriculture 
had been improved; and rents increaſed, and in this point f view, 
land was eertainby more valuable. When a man. purchaſed land, 
de did not purchuſe merely that which was its preſent annual value, 


but that chien, by improvement and cultivation: it might be hade 
Werth. Confldering the fubjeR in this way, the difference between 
'2 purskrafe of Hand, and a redemption of. the land tax, WaS ohvious. 


Atiotfter a\ftinetion: between the two- ſpecies of property was the 


bemptattoens hie! & manthad to purchafe land It Ne not for in- 


edme onlyß but for afnenoc, - ſametimmes for amuſament, accupation, 
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the ſpecies.of property now; in queſſion.¶ But if therrademption was 
Per an aniele of enjoyment, it was getting off that which, 
Fe, : Way nf, An actual vexation, was at leaſt that which a man muſt | 
Jo be without, Beſides, it was: purchaſng that which-not only 
added..to.a,may's, income, but it was not atiended with any riſque 
fr ay charge in the collection. Non OF et 1459100 sv l. 5941 
» Taking-thersfore,; both ſides of / the queſtion:into/ conſideration; 
dig not think it was rated too high to the owner, when it was 
Jod at twenty years purchaſe; on the contrary; from what he had 
aeg, he thought it would be a deſirable thing to the owner to pur. 
a, at the ſame. time that it afforded to the Publie an advantage uf 
ee his intention to give every poſſible advantage to 
1. 


holder gf the, land, and of courſe to exclude ſtrangers as much 
poſſible. It was therefore propoſed to give a power to every 
Max ho Hag, even only 4 temporary r ight to the eſtate, to ſecure, 
he eſtate, the maney; which he may | borrow for this | purpole;; 
ta. put the tenant in tail and the tenant for life in the ſame 
fituatjon with, the tenant in fee; and it was alſo propoſed to give 2 
power gf ſelling part of a ſettled eſtate—ſuch a patt of it as might 
be neceffary, to free the, whole, from this burden. It did: appear; 
however, to him, for the reaſons. he had before ſtated, that it was 
neceflary to limit ſome period, and that not a very diſtant one, for 
permitting third perſons to make purchaſes. Hie ſhould propoſe; 
that their power of purchaſe ſhould, be the ſame as the o ner, ex. 
cepr. that, the latter ſhould be allowed ſive years ſor paying the 
mogey, og condition of his paying an intereſt in the mean time to 
the. F. ublie, that would, compenſate for the loſs. With reſpect to 
third perſons, making, purchaſes, | he ſhould propoſe chat the terms: 
ſhould. be the ſame to them as to the owner (with the exception 
pre ſtated), vi. that they ſhould pay twenty years purchaſe. But 


a ſhis part of the ſubjeQt wauld apply more to monied men than to 


landholders in general, it appeared: to him that the Public had a 
right cp expech that the purchaſe ſhould be made goad wichin obe 
Years, 10 the ſame way that payments were made upon loans, viz. by 
: plments. „There was one point which | was: neceſſary for the 
conſideration; of the Committee, viz. that if landed gentlemen 


f ſhould, in the; firſt ĩnſtance, wiſh, to, make the purehaſe, that dhe in- 


bor this Property. kn; ſtack, wouldiþave to pay a greater ſum for a leſs 
return... 
of. Mar d 


ſugeeſſq from all power of purchaſe. It was / not taſy: to iſtate tha 


medium which ought; to he adaptedia a purehaſcr,whe::was1 to pay 


difference between land and ſiock wan: grrater in times 
lege; Tun Nies of land, did hot yaryrinight lime uf 


„ac eee, e Joer 


A contincty "80 ar hve I ABEH 
tr; ference in theopxice at the ſtoek ; was tlie quantity bf Jt lich 14 . 
at WH in the markety rather than any other. eauſe? If the G Nef Was Hot" 
ty able to-redcem the max, then ĩt᷑ was? propoſed that He fi ud Bot 
ue permitted ta redeem it till that period hen tlie moreq men woutet 
have the leaſt objection to return to tlie poſſefſiori bf eck; trie 
n; penod be would thx would be, when the ſinking fünſch ſpould be a 
FF what was called the maximum, that is, when che tie Wi 45 
ad longer to go o in a compound ratio; this would be W He the old * 
In ſinking fund would amount to 4,260, 0901. annually. Wy f'then the : 73 5 
of wuntry ſhould be able to get through the difficulties of tlie preſent” 1 
w moment, they had «a right to look forward with ehfdence\" they 
* ond foon-arrive/at à period in which they would Habe u flit ing 
ry fund of between ſever and eight millions, applicable anhially! 
e, the reduction of the debt. When that happened, there muſt be an 
e; end of all difficulties reſpecting the public eredit ; there muſt tlie 
ne be an end of all difference between landed and funded property. It 
2 vas not neceffary to allow a period of many years in which fbr the” 
b owner to make a putchaſe; but there muſt be a period in feht the 
0 third perſon will have the abſolute property. What tir periock 
would be, the Houſe hereafter would determine. . l BY; 41 9 KOO | 
The advantage whith the preſent meaſure held out to moted 1 
men was this, that they would be enabled; by a'temporary/Tactifice? bl 
of - income; to obtain in periods certainly of :conſidetaBle* difficulty | | 
and diftreſs; a landed intereſt of à funded ſecurity upon! very ade 
vantageous terms. Ie begged/ however, to mention two" regula” 
to! tons, ore of wich he conceived to be very material; and the other, 
18 perhaps, not leſs ſol The firſt or theſe was, that if ang dne, mot 
n being the owner of the land, ſhould purchafe, by Way Uf abntirty, 
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ut the land tax on any particular eſtate, and the proprictor ſhould "be" 
10 defirous to re · purchaſe, in that caſe lie ſhould mot e, thit the CH 
a" WI miffoners/for the reduction of the national debt be under ter HBkcef- 
nei ſtyof taking ſuet:land tax, paying for it, not the ſpecifſe urn HCR 
| the purchaſer had himſelf in the firſt inſtanee give, Aung | 
be dhe ſame ſuiti-in capital fo which had beef originally pad ff As 
redemption, The moried man would them be Able td ſfetülatk Up? 
** the probable riſe of the funds witholit being a ſtockhiblddt, 3 aA H 
is would be found hʒn the ſinkirgo fand had reached its tanz 
e mum, and its, bffesb) was felt, to- bea Very” Eufider We! güte 2 | 
ay'! thus; ſappoſing the preſtnt pribe of. ſtock ti Bez ag Ay —_— 
Y was, 505 and! that the: price n f | ö 1 
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ing its wetter, he felt nd objection td givitie the purchaſer 3; 
Aha in ite kreht of 2 fall; and as he 00 fd Hare an 20. 
Vintage ir eile che funde roſe, ſo he Had mo difftcülty in Caving, tha 
nie (ould alf, in the ther alternative, have the option of recelvicg 
either mond ör flock. Thus che monied man would not only 
ſpebulate withbut loſc, but would have the intermediate advantage, 
ouring che period of his n ray of landed Eeuriey for his 


— 
2 


"FT having troubled the Committee thus far, he! bad three vbjeds 
in view”? "the firſt was, to ſhew that the ſcheme promiſed great nz. 
4Hiondl benefits; the ſecond; that the objections which he anticipated 
'as Rkely to de made to it, were not general, that they admitted 6f 
vemedy, and that they were not ſufficient to impede” the execution 
of N; ' and che third, that while the benefits which the Public were 
to eib from it would he very great, the individual advantage 
*whuld be found to be equally great; and while it held out to monied 
Perfotts futficient tetriptation, the proviſions of the plan were ſuch 
that the landed intereſt would not ſuffer by it. There would uf. 
 Afieſtivriably be found to ariſe à variety of confiderations in the pro- 
"grefs'af the buſineſs, on which; in this Rage of it, he would net 
dwell very long. One of theſe Wis, the Auden” to which the 
ind tax on particular eſtates was Hable. By the mide of diviſion 
\ pointed out in the Land t ach the charge öti partibular diftris 
continued unaltered; but this was not the caſt Withity the diſtricks, 
where altefitions would be found to take place. He believed, los. 
ever, that in moſt parts of the kingdom the operation of the repit- 
| tition of the charge on individual eſtates, was very little. In thok 
parts of the kingdom Where the fluctuation was moſt to be ex- 
e. in parts ĩin which new buildings were making, and in towns, 
he had found N variation to, be very inconfiderable., In che me- 


M16 1&1 


5111 


"cation raking place in others; * neeetfary conſequences of hi 
* an increaſe in ſome inſtances, and a diminution in others, in 
,#h the pound rate. There were inſtances of this fluctuation in "the 
80 in which the numbers never declining, as in Mare 
Pon Do e, the tas was every day lighter. 'The queſtion then was, v. 

would be the firvation of an owner purchaſing bis land t: tax ? ia thi 
caſe, where. the tax had not varied for a great tun Wer 0 "years, the 
pro 6 bility of the fluQuation Was \ very ſmall; El this was a ez 
Tre which did not call for any proviſion,, | : but whete a change 
ws likely to take place, he though ir moſt pop the piv- 
kann cas x pc ent rate, and he my ua 


en M \ ave 
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the 
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Y 2h advantage. in the event. of an ĩnereaſe in the tax, and, ſubmit. the loſs = 
20. which he would ſuſtain by an abatement}, or he, might, if the Com- ia 
that mittee thought, praper, go on receiving the difference. hetwecn, the . 
ving preſent and future rates of the reciver: general, in caſe of an i- 777 
only orcaſe, and: ſettling, with, the pariſh in the other alternative... But {738 
rage, this compoſition. could not. certainly apply to caſes in which 2 third bt 
- his perſon, not paying to the repartition in the diſtrict, Was. concerned. 14 x 
| In that caſe, he propoſed, that the purchaſer ſhould have the aption 1% 
jeds of receiving an annual equivalent for the reduction, or elſę a trans- 130 
M. fer of as much capital ſtock as ſhould yield one · fifth more intereſt "aj 
ares WHY dun che abatement 3 and as the annual gain to the Public, upon the 4 
4 e »hale purchaſe was 400, oool., ſo the proportion which was, given 73 
ation to individuals was one · fifth, the ſame as that ſum bore to the hole 8 1 a 4 
wee Und tax. It might happen too, that a- purchaſer might cofract 14 
tage oat. only for the land tax of individual eſtates, but alſo for that f A il 
rien diſtrict ;. and it would: then be obvious, that this objectian of the = 
ſich fluQuation to ariſe from the n of a diſtrict way be r 2M 
uf. away. oat} arts _ 1 
pro. Such, he concluded, was : —— ſtatement of 2 plan, cock nat + 
1 10 uon, but the detail of which was neceſſarily long. It was enti- 1 A 
\ 4. WI td. tothe ,moſ} ſerious and candid attention of the, Houſe, and. 90 9 
AY every, examination. ble ſhould read the reſolutions to. the. Houſe, be Wl 
a, MY hich be ſhauld move to have printed carly to-morrow, and that *Y 
ids; Bl Vcdneſday, be, appointed for the diſcuſſion : thus, the report on tie | 9 
bo. bang might, be brougbe up an Thurſday, and gentlemtm would 1 
epat- have the Eaſter, holidays, in which to form, from communications = 
those and letters, a full opinion on this ſubject. „ tx | | 
. „Ker Fit then read ng. We een via. | "A 
— 1 5 wi o the; it is. «the e of this e that TY fol a b 7 
efal- edle ſums of money charged by virtue of an act of of the preſent | bt 
chick Warne af e intitled, 60 An aQt for ranting an 0 His 1 


en 15 14 75 wet ts be be "levied: and 15 unto © Me 


11 Fithjti 1775 Face of one year, from the 25th day « of "March, 794 ö a 
; the 15 frag ang after the expi ration of the ſaid term, continue ue, and. 4 
% 155 EY, . Aid yearly, to His Majeſty, his belrs, and 4 
hang: 1 I 1 af the 2 5th day of March, i bly eve Fear, -S 
OS e eſs, to'the rules, regulari ons, reſt 1 ns, and. 5. 
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dust ROS be —_— for that l to con. 
cract and agree with all and every perſons or perſon, bodies politic 
and corporate, having or holding any manors, meſſuages, or tene. 
ments, for the redemption of the land tax charged upon their r- 
ſpective manors, meſſuages, or tenements, according to the aflef. 
ment and pound rate to be made in purſuance of the ſaid act; and 
chat the confideration to be given for ſuch redemption ſhall be f 
much capita} ſtock of public annuities, transferable at the Bank df 
England, bearing an intereſt after the rate of three pounds pet 
Sentum per annum, commonly called the three pounds per centum 
conſolidated annuities, and the three pounds per centum reduced an- 
Nuities, as will yield an annuity or dividend, excceding the amount 
of the land tax ſo to be redeemed by one-fifth - part thereof; ſuch 
_ Eapital.ſtock to be transferred to the Commiſſioners for the dub. 
of the me. within. the period of five years, from the 

day of dy four inſtalments in every year, — on 
che firſt os af doe, the firſt day of Auguſt, the firſt day of No 
vember, and the firſt day of February, in each year: the firſt in- 
ſtalment to be made on ſuch of the ſaid days as ſnall next enſue 
after the entering into ſuch contract; but with liberty to any perſon 
10 flipulate with the ſaid Commiſſioners for the transfer of tlie 
hole of. the ſaid capital ſtock. at one time, or within a leſs period 
han five years, ſo that the ſame be made by even inſtalments, at 
equa intirvals within the period agreed upon, and by not leſs than 
four inſtalments in each year of the ſaid period. T old dien J 
III. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that all bodies 
politie, corporate, or collegiate, corporations aggregate or ſole, and 
all guilds, myſteries, fraternities, or brotherhoods, and all truſtees or 
ſeeofſees in. truſt for charitics or other public purpoſes, / having any 
eſtate or intereſt in any ſuch manors, meſſuages, or tenements, what- 
ever may be their eflate or intereſt therein other than tenants at rack 
rent, and-all-committees of lunatics or idiots, and guardians of in- 
fants, and all executors and adminiſtrators, and all other truſtees 
hatſoe ver, may contract with the ſaid Commiſſionets to be ap- 
pointed for the ſaid purpoſes; and that perſons in the a dual pol. 
ſeſnon, ot. beneficially entitled to the rents and profits of any mano, 
meſſuages, ot tenements, (other than tenants at rack vent,) ſhall be 
preferred in the purchaſe of ſueh land tax to perſons' in remainder 
reverſion or expedaney, provided they offer to contract for! the re- 
demption of ſuch land tax on ur beſote a day to be ſpecifed; but 
thot the perſons in remainder, reverſion, ' or | expeAaney;) ſhall be 
entitled to redeem ſuch ORR IRR anyiother _ 
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on. having no eſtate ebnete eg An td the prbnty bf fach 
their reſpoctivereſtates or-intereſts,-andin the orderVitywhith 'they 
vill be reſpectiF ly entitled to ſueceed to the ſaid manor meſſudges, 
or tene ments; andi that ĩn caſe of demiſe at rack rent, the perſons bens. 
felallyentitleq to the rent reſerved ſhall (not ithſtanirngrany c 
nant) be conſidered as being in the actual poſſeſſion of ſuch mafſors, 
meſſuages; or tenenients,' for the purpoſe of claiming ſuch benefit Gf 
preference, with pomer to add the amount of the fand tax ſo pur- 
chaſed. to the rent reſerved, and to- ũſe the ſame powers for the Te- 
covery. theredf as for the recovery of rent in arrear';" and that on the 
completion of any contract for the redemption of the land tax; by 
the perſon having ſuch title to preference, or by any other on his be. 
half, and payment of the firſt inſtalment thereof, the mars; meſs 
ſuages; or tenem̃ents, comprized in ſuch contract, ſhall *theheeforth 
be wholly froetl and exonerated, from the land tax charged thereon, 
and from all further aſſeſſments thereof, unleſs the perſon contract 
ing for ſuch land tax ſhall, at the time of entering into the dontraft 
for the ſamk, declare his option to be confidered às on the ſame foors 
ing with a third perſon purchaſing the land tax; and that upom every 
oontract. to be onicred into as aforeſaid,” upon which: the trarisfer” bf 
lock ſhall be made by inſtalments, there ſhall be paid at the time 
of making the ſecond inſtalment upon ſuch contract and ſo of every 


caſhier-on-gaſhicrs: of the Governor and Company of the Baflæ pf 
England (whoſe receipt ſhall be a ſufficient diſeharge) toi the uſe of 
His Msjeſty, his heirs, or ſucceficrs; a ſum of money, by way of 
intereſt to be q from the period of the. firſt laſtalmentʒ 
equal to ſour-Hfth. parts of the amount of What woutd have been 
dhe produee up to the time of making ſuch paymem̃ of the WHO 
of the ſtock to be transferred upon ſuch contract, after deductinig 
therefrom ithe amount of the produce of ſuch part of the ſtoek as 
fhalt: then have been transferred; and in every ſuoh ciſe the pers 
ons beneficially. ehtitled to ariy eſtate in remainder; xeverſign, or v 


land tax ſhall, have been e for, Mall, at any timbidr: 
times after fueh. cfiate {ball veſt in poſitfiion; by reaſun of the det 
winatian of the next precedingiefiate or intereſt; be entitled, upon un 
gamen ol fuch contract, upon tränsferring to ſuch briginab edn; 
da ctors tha like amount of the thtee per ontum Bank annuities a1 


hangs plign:of-the land taxy-or u 
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PARLI AME ENTARY 


conſidered ox on the footing of a third perſon, with reſpect to ſuch land 
tax as the | perſon \ or perſons | firſt redeeming the ſame might have. ; 
15 hk That. it is the opinion « of this ge that all bodies 
01.2 
politic or corporate, and other perſons being in the aQual Poſſeſſion, 
5 entitled beneficially to the rents and profits of any. manors, mel. 
ua ES, or tenements, may ſell any part or parts | thereof, for the pur- 
e of redeeming or purchaſing. ſuch land tax, or charge the faid 
manors, meſſuages, or tenements, with ſuch ſum « or ſums of money 
As hall be ſufficient © redeem or purchaſe the land tax charged 
thereon; and for ſecuring the repayment of ſueh ſum or ſums of 
money, \ with intereſt, may convey, ſurrender, or dewiſe the ſame by 
way of mortgage; or may grant, limit, or appoint, any yearly ſum 
or | ſums of money, by way of a perpetual rent charge not ex- 
ceeding t the amount of the land tax charged upon the ſaid manors, 
meſſuages, or tenements, to be iſſuing out of and charged upon ſuch 
manors, meſſüages, or tenements: and every ſuch fale, e Conveyance, 
mortgage, « or grant of any rent charge, ſhall, after the ſame ſhall be 
duly enrolled, be good, valid, and effectual in the law to all in- 
tents notwithſtanding any defect of title in any. of the parties there- 
to; aud the reſpeQive perſons. to whom any ſuch ſale or mortgage 
thall be made, or any ſuch rent charge ſhall Le granted, ſhall re- 
ſpectively hold. the manors, meſſuages, or tenements, or the faid 
rent ch: IF freed and abſolutely diſcharged | from all 1 titles, 
charges, ,a and incumbrances whatſoever ; ; and that Pherever there 
ſhall be any ' ſurplus, after paying ſo much as ſhalt” be ſüfficient for 


the purch aſe of three per centum annuities, to be transferred as the 


conſideration. for ſuch land tax, the ſaid ſurplus ſtall be paid into 6 


place d in the Bank of England, in the name and with the | Privity 0 / of 
the Accountant-general « of the Court of Chancery, to the intent tht 
fuch ſur rplus mo may be inveſted, as ſoon as ' copvenienitly — 
be, „ under f e Fe fre and with the approbation of the faid Court 


31 


in EN 15 of other eſtates to be conveyed to 8 like 1 uſes, an 


n 


in t the ſame manner 28 the ſame ſtood ſettled ;" in the n mean 
tim e, Foc och furplus to be inveſted in Government, of 1285 ubli e fe. 
N in the name 'of the faid "Accountant; -general ; and the 


Avid dends and annual | produce thereof ſhall, from 4 i” to time, 


Vie J the 


F 


perſon who would, for the time being, habe been entf 
1 Ts: and | profits of tl che mänors, imefſuages, 0 or tenement 
haſed, H. l 050 8 5 
; 1 at t it is the « opinion 1 of this ; Commitice, Wat fv ithin 
c nam ed, no contract ſhall be entered into "With 1. Com- 
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any perſon entitled te to the benefit of. preference, or r by any perſon ſub- 
flituted in that behalf, the ſaid Commiſſioners may then put up to 
fale, either. by, public auction or otherwiſe, as the Canon for 
the Treafury for the time being ſhall direQ, the whole, or any. part 
or parcel of the ſaid land tax charged in any county, or diviſion of 
any county, or in any pariſh or place, or any ſpecific ſhare or ſhares 
thereof, or any land tax charged on any particular eſtate or eſtates, 
or any. part or parcel thereof, which ſhall not be redeemed or pur- 
chaſed within the faid period, and to contract and agree with any 
perſons for the ſale of the ſame, ſubject to a proviſo for the redemp- 
tion of ſuch land tax, at the time. and in the manner to be pro- 
vided ; and the: manors, meſſuages, or tenements whereon the land 
tax purchaſed is charged, ſhall be ſubject to a new aſſeſſment from 
year to year by an equal pound rate, according to the value thereof, 
in common with all other eſtates in the ſame pariſh which ſhall re- 
main chargeable to the land tax; and the conſideration ſhall be the 
transfer of ſtock in the three per cent. annuities, trans fertable at the 
Bank of England as aforeſaid, of the like amount as is hereinbefore 
directed, unto the Commiſſioners appointed for the reduction of the 
national debt, to be made within the period of one year from the 
time of entering into ſuch contract, by four inſtalments "of n not is 
than one-fourth part of the whole amount of the ſiock to be ſo trans- 
ferred as aforeſaid, at intervals of three months from cach other ; 3. 
the transfer of ſuch ſtock for the firſt inſtalment to be made at the 
end of three months from the time of entering into fuch contract, 
but with liberty to contract and agree with the ſaid Cormmiltioners 
to be appointed, to transfer the whole of the ſtock agreed 10 be. trans- 
ferred as the conſideration for ſuch redemption, or purchaſe s at the 
time preſcribed for the transfer of the firſt inſtalment thereof, or to 
transfer ſuch ſtock ! in any greater proportions, and in any! leſs num- 
ber of inſtalments than are before preſcribed, ſo as that ſuch inſtat- 
ments ſhall not be made at (Sreater interval than three. —__ 
in the caſe of land tax redeemed by perſons. having A title to pre- 
ference, and. .Fuch - erſons ſhall be entitled. to demand and receive, 
for their own | uſe, in full amount of the land tax urchaſed by 
them, free of all charges and* dedutions whatever, at ; of Teſpe© ive 
times, and in the reſpective pi proportions at which ah fame ſhall be 
payable, but which ſhall.be redeemable by the perſon, or perſons rel 
pedtively | titled to the 85 of 'preference in re ſpect. to their 
' tenure; in The f fad manors meſſua 87 Or tenements, at the period iO 
ty be limited, for the 7 5 tion 1105 i eee 


he ſame 
That! it is the opinion of this Commit it the Rev ter. | 
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general of each county, riding, or place, where any fach land tax 


ſhall remain chargeable as — after the ſame ſhall have been 
purchaſed not as a ſpecifie charge on any manors, meſſuages, or te- 
nements, in ſueh pariſh or place, or his deputy or deputies, ſhall, 
before ſuch land tax ſhall have become due and payable; on the 
twenticth day of September, for the half year ending the twenty- 


ninth day of September, and on the fixteenth day of March for 


the half year ending on the twenty fifth day of March in every year 
upon demand, pay, or cauſe to be paid, to the purchaſer or pur- 
chaſtrs thereof, or the heirs, executors, adminiſtrators; or aſſigns, of 
ſuch purchaſer or purchaſers reſpectively, the full amount of the land 
tax ſo purchaſed, free of all charges and deductions whatever, 'with- 
out fee or reward, out of any public monies in his hands, in the 
manner to be provided: and that where any purchaſe ſhall be made 
of any land tax as a ſpecific charge on any manors, meſſuages, or | 
tenements, or where any perſon, &c. entitled to preference ſhall have 
made his option, to be conſidered on the footing of a thitd perſon 
purchaſing the land tax, and any abatement. ſhall' afterwards take 
place in the fam fo charged, the Receiver-general ſhall, upon the 


production of the certificate of ſuch abatement, pay the full amount 


thereof, free of all charges and deductions whatever, and without 
fee or reward, to ſuch perſon or perſons as aforeſaid, in like manner, 
and out of ſuch monies, and at ſuch times of payment, as is directed, 
for the payment of the whole of the land tax purchaſed : ang that 
in default of fuch payment by the Receiver-general or his deputy, 
the purchaſer, or the heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, or afligns 
of ſuch. purchaſer, may cauſe notice of ſuch default to be given to 
the occupier of the manors, meſſuages, or tenements on which the 
land tax fo: purchaſed ſnall be charged; and ſuch occupier ſhall be 
obliged to pay the ſame upon demand, unleſs he ſhall: have previ- 
ouſly paid the ſame for want of ſuch notice to the collector of the 
pariſh; or ugleſs the yearly value of the eſtate, whereon. ſuch land 
tax ſhalb have been charged (eſtimating ſuch value by the rack rents 
and the higheſt impiovements made thereof) ſhall be reduced ſo 
that the eſtates hall be charged with a higher rate than four ſhil- 
Jings/30'the pound on ſuch value; in which, caſe the vecupier ſhall 
not ibe able te the⸗payment of any greater ſum thin aſter the rate 
.of:)four-ſhiilings in the pound on ſuch valua; or unless the land 

tax ſhalll by any abatement thereof be redueci to a ſut leſs than the 
E charged on the ſame manore, meſſu iges, or tenements, at the 
time vol the/purebaſer;; zin which caſe, ſuch becupitt (hall * not be 
Hiadie tothe payment of any greater ſum than the ſum actually 


cha {a qprſychimquners, taollyages;.0n tepeinonty, al hg dere ofthe 


— 
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demand, with the. ike remedies for the recovery as landlords: may 
by law have for the recovery of rent in arrear : and that in caſe of 
any diminution of the fum to be paid to the purchaſer of any land 
tax, by reaſon of any reduction in the value of the eſtate charged 
therewith, the purchaſer ſhall have the option of continuing te. re- 
ceive a ſum neceſſary to complete, in each year, the whole annual 
amount of the ſum originally purchaſed by him, or to demand of and, 
from the Commiſſioners for the reduction of the National Debt a 
transfer of ſo much capital ftock in the three per centum Bank an 
nuities as ſhall vield an intereſt exceeding the amount of ſuch abate 
ment by one-fifth part thereof. 

VII. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that if the * 
ceiver-general of any county where any land tax ſhall be purehaſed, 
not as a fpecific charge upon any particular manors, meſſuages, or 
tenements, in any pariſh or place, but a charge upon ſuch pariſh or 
place at large, or upon ſuch part thereof as ſhall continue chargeable, 
ſhall neglect to pay to the purchaſer of any land tax the full amount 
of the land tax ſo purchaſed, the purchaſer may cauſe notice of ſuch. 
default to. be given to the colleQor of the ſaid land tax, and of his in- 
tention to receive the land tax in future from ſuch collector; and on 
ſuch notice, every ſuch purchaſer ſhall be entitled to receive the 


amount of ſuch land tax from ſuch collector accordingly :- or if ſuch, 


Receiver-general where any land tax ſhall be purchaſed as a ſpecific 


charge on any particular eſtate or eſtates, or where any land tax ſhall - 
be redeemed by the perſon entitled to preference, who ſhall have 


made his option to be confidered on the footing of a third perſon. 
purchafi 
place in the ſum ſo charged, ſhall neglect to pay to the perſons en- 
titled to ſuch land tax the full amount of ſych abatement, ſuch pur- 
chaſer may cauſe the like notice to be given to the collector to entitle 
ſuch purchaſer to the land tax ſo purchaſed from ſuch collector in 
the manner before directed; and that every ſuch collector, on the 
production of the contract of purchaſe, ſhall, from time to time, 
Pay, or cauſe to be paid, to ſuch purchaſer, the full amount of the 
land tax purehaſed, free of all charges and deductions whatever, and, 
without fee or reward, out of any monies in the hands of ſuch col- 
leQor, arifing from the produce of the land tax in ſuch :pariſh. or. 


place, unteſsſuch colleQor ſhall; for. want of ſuch notice as aforeſaid, 
| have paid the whole of the land tax charged i in ace aw or place 


to'the Receiver- general of the county. 1. ogni tn 
VIII That it is the opinion of this N that the lantl, 
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e PARLIAMENT NTARY 


pefformance of Ty contra fall fed 


[CoMmons, 


Cbimtniſftoners rs for th reduction of ſuch part of the National Debt 
which exit ed previous to the” commencement of the, preſent war, 


_ ſhall, according to the true intent and meaning of the aQs now in 

Wi beaſe to accumulate, and be confidered a8 redeemcd, and i in 
Fr affpolition of Parliament ; and that after that period, and at any, 
dme during three years then next enſuing, every perſon, being in 
the poſſeſſion of or beneficially entitled to any manors, mef{i1aycs, 
or tenements, charged with any land tax which ſhall have been 
purchaſed, ſhall, in the order in which they reſpectively ſhall be 


. Efftitled' to the benefit of redeeming their land tax, according to the 


rate of preference for ſuch redemption, be entitled to treat with the 
Commiſſioners to be appointed for the redemption of ſuch land tax, 


of any part or parcel thereof, in ſuch and the like manner in all re- 


ſpects zs he might have done, within the period to be firſt limited; 
3 74 that notice in writing be given to the Receiver general, 
ying the amount of the land tax fo redeemed, who ſhall cauſe 
notice thereof” to be given to the original purchaſer, his executots, 
Adminiſtrators, or aſſigns ; and all payments to ſuch original pur- 
cfiaſer on account of ſuch land tax ſhall ccaſe and determine from 
che end of the quarter of the year next enſuing fuch purchaſe; and 


| that the Commillioners for the reduction of the National Debt, on 


application made to them by the original purchaſer, his heirs, cx. 

ccutôrs, aImiiniftrators, or aſſigns, and on production to the ſaid, 

Edrarhilfioners of the ori inal contract or purchaſe, and of the no- 
8 P 


tice given to Tuch purchaſer, his heirs, exccutors; admini rators, or . 


alfipris, by the Receiver general, of the redemption! of ſuch land tax, 
MAP ether transfer to him fo much capital ſtock in the three per 
centum annuities as ſhall have been transferred by ſuch original pur- 
chaſer,” his heirs; executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, as the con- 


fideration for the purchaſe of ſuch land tax, or at his option. fo much. 


money as the ca Capital flock io transferred. was worth at the time of 
werbe purchaſe, and ſuch contract ſhall thereupon, be determined, 
and of no effect; and that whenever : any land ta purchaſed {hall 
be afterwards redeemed, the manors, meſſusges, or tenements, 
compriſed in ſuch contract ſhall be wholly freed "and. exonerajed 


froth 115 land tax charged thereon, 12 from all | farther e 
thier 2 1 18. 1900 Dune a 
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DEBA TES. SLE 


ſummary N may enlarge the time for the 2 od any 0 lch 
quent inſtalment er inſtalments, and grant ſuch relic to the keen 
parties as to the fajd Court ſhall ſeem meet. 

X. "That | it is the opinion of this Committee, that 9 any alt I. 
ment of land tax which ſhall continue to be charged ſhall at 0m 
time be found to exceed the rate of four ſhillings i in the pound on the 
annual value of the manors, meſſuages, or tenements, the ſame. ſhall 
be ſubject to an abatement in the manner in ſuch caſes directed by 
the act of the reſent ſeſſion of Parli ament. . | 

XI. That it is the opinion of this Committee, that wbere any 

manors, meſſuages, or tenements, which now are rated together, and 
chargeable with the payment of one groſs ſum by way of, ond tax, 
ſhall be ſeparated or divided, and come into the poſſeſſion | of dif- 
ferent perſons prior to the time when ſuch manors, meſſua es, or 
tenements, ſhall be exonerated therefrom ; then the Commit ſioners 
of land tax acting in or for the diviſion wherein ſuch land tax ſhall 
be charged, ſhall cauſe ſuch land tax to be apportioned, as between 
ſuch perſons reſpeQively, according to the value. of their reſpective 
eſtates, and to aſſeſs and charge the proportions in which their re- 
ſpeQive eſtates ſhall bear and ſuſtain the ſame ; and in caſe any. one; 
of ſuch perſons ſhall, after ſuch appointment, = compelled to pay 
the whole of the ſaid land tax, or more than his due proport 
thereof, ſuch” perſon ſhall be reimburſed by the perſon. who under 
ſuch aſſeſſment ought to have paid the ſame, ſuch ſum or ſums. of 
money as be or ſhe. ſhall have been compelled to pay oyer and 
above his due proportion of ſuch land tax, with the like, remedy for 
the recovery thereof as landlords have for the recovery of rent in 
arrear. 

XII. That it is the opinion of hs Committee, Ae . 

in any pariſh e or place the whole of the land tax charge du 
manors, meſſuages, or tenements, in ſuch pariſh or place, hgh. — 1 have: 
been redeemed, and all the manors, meſſuages, or tenements, in ſuch 
pariſh or lace ſhall be exonerated from the payment. of. any. ſum Or, 


ſums of money as land tax, all aſſeſſments in ſuch pariſh, or place 


ſhall ceaſe and determine. | , Aid 
XIII. That it is the opinion of os Committee, that when | any 

capital Hock of the three pound Led centum Bank annuities ſhall be 
transferred to the Oommiſſioner f r the reduction of the National 
Debt, the intereſt or « ividend W ich, would: have been, 110 alen. 
45 ſuch Rock! „walt, f. from thenceforth , ceaſe to be iſſued 10 op th . 
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XIV. "That i it's the opinion. 'of this Gimme, that in all cal 
Where the lang tak on any. manors, meſſuages, or tenements, ſhall 
have been redeemed | by perſons. entitled to preference, ſuch manors, 


meſſbages, of tenements, ſhall from thenceforth for ever be free and. 


diſcharged from any tax, other than ſuch as ſhall be impoſed there. 
6n, in proportion to the annual value of the ſame, in common with 
all other y of the fame deſcription : Provided always, that. 
in eilig ng We value of ſuch property the annual amount of the 
land {ax ſo eber all be deducted therefrom, and that i in all 


LESS 


nap b a like Fee. the land tax on which hall not have 
deemed. A 
1 Hm it 1 is the 0 opinion "of this Comminee,” that the feveral 
| . on malt, 27 Geo. III., and on ſugar by the acts of 
th bir, and 37th: Geo. III. „and on tobacco and ſpuff, 29th 
0 5 „ mall continue in force till the fifth day of April, one. 
thoulatid [Even Hundred and ninety- nine, and no longe r, but ſhall. 
from rheneeforth ceaſe and determine, except ; as. 13 arrears due. 


'6r to grow "gue, unleſs the ſame hall be ſpecially continued N. 


Parliameiit.” IEG: oa 

7 Mr: Chatechor piut then faid, hae: is the cott ftatement of the 
Heads of the refolutions which 1 propoſe to be diſcuſled, he after ; 
bit if any V Pentleman has any thing to offer now, * ſhould b glad 
to hear him. 

Lord SHEFFIELD ſaid, that the a now befort the Houſe 
was the moſt Extraordi inary, che moſt raſh, and the very worſt that 
It appeared to him to be a 
more unjuſt meaſure tha if the laft aſſeſſment had been quadrupled 
ahd Hved op u! for fale. It a ppeared to him to be an inſult to the 
Aer ce of men to ſay, that they r may borrow money to buy 
45 tie Tatid fax, "When it was well known that men could not bor- 

the money to pay the aſſeſſed taxes al ready impoſed, , For thele 
pre tie did not fee how he could acquieſce i in this meaſure. But 
this was not the tithe for entering at large into the gdeſtion. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he agree with the noble Lord who ſpoke 
Rt, that k s was not a fit time to enter folly into che diſcuſſion of 
the theafute' 100 before the Houſe 7. and indeed. 
he 48e with Jecency 11285 did not avail hin ſe of "the ſuggeſtion of 
the Chaiicettor of EE xe yer, to take time to "conſider of this 
ee how unfevoifrable an hour 
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for 8 ſpeech fix o'clock was. But he ad unn Make a few 


bſcrvations; under whatever diſadvantage he might labour. The 


Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſo happy a talent at _ conftrujrig 


filehce into approbation of his meaſures, or rather; of conftruing ö 


filence into unanimity, that it became neceffary for him to thwart 
that'artifice, and to take care that when he came hereafter to ſpeak 
more at large upon the ſubject, the Miniſter ſhould not have it in 
his power to fay he was oppoſing a meaſure in detail, to which he 
had aſſented in the opening. This meaſure. ſtruck him at pre- 
ent as a meaſure to which he could never aſſent. He thought it 
ſtruck at the principles which were the foundation of dur ſecurity 
in the poſſeſſion of property. It was a meaſure from which the 


Miniſter himſelf, although not a very timid man with regard to queſ- 
tions and ſchemes of finance, did not expect much pecuniary advan- 
tage in any way, except in increafing the price of the funds. It 


was true, if the plan ſucceeded to its full extent, the public would 
benefit 400, oool. a year, for the Miniſter ſtated it to be ſo ; but 
the Committee muſt perceive at once, from the manner in which 


the right honourable gentleman ſtated it, that he himſelf, who was 
not one of thoſe who were the leaſt ſanguine in his expectations 


upon theſe ſubjects, did not expect any ſuch effect from the mea- 
ſure; he did not ſay that the ſcheme was very favourable to the 


landed getitlemen, nor that its operation would be very rapid, for 
he had ſtated it as the work of many years to bring it to maturity ; 

nor did it appear that the country gentleman could ever have the full 
benefit of the plan, whatever that might be, unleſs he had a ſuffi. 


eient eapital to redeem the tax. 


With reſpect to the ſtockholder, he did on a former MMP lay | 


down a pofition which he would again' maintain to be true, that 
nothing could ſo directly tend to endanger the ſtock as any attem 

to give it aſſiſtance by ſchemes of finance of any kind. That 1 
beſt ſecurity the ſtockholder can have is his bond. Let him be 
content with the punctual receipt of his dividend, for, to that, with 
all its inconveniences, he was bound to ſubmit, and in that, with. 


8 


all its advantages, the Legiſlature was bound to protect him. . , 12 


eould not conceive but that this meaſure was intended to give to 
fivekhalder' intiproper ' aſſiſtance, but it would not have even t t. 
fe, This the Committee would ſce by looking at What RM 
wis the rumour of this meaſure, which was on „Thursday lat 


the bill was not yet paſſed ; but there was an opinion, entertai nee 
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paſſed into, a an at of Parliament. This he knew to be an erro- 
$ opinion, but many men had already taken this meaſure up as 

if it had paſſed both Houſes of Parliament, and had acted accord. 
ingly, a and therefore it was fair to look af the effect it had upon the 
ſiock. Had 1 it improved much the condition of ſtockholders ? He 
| ſpoke i in the preſence of many gentlemen who were Juſt come out of 
the city, and who were very good judges of what was paſſing in it 
in money 2 affairs, and he Mould be glad to hear them ſtate what be- 
neficial effect this meaſure had had upon the funds. He could po 
farther, for. he wauld ſay he believed it would have a contrary effe& 
vpon the funds. Seme gentlemen might perhaps run away with an 
idea that this meaſure was for a redemption of ſtock, like that of the 
plan for the TeduQion of the national debt. He denied that there 
Was the ſlghteſt fimilarity between them. The ſtock purchaſed 
by the Commiſſioners for the reduction of the national debt was ſo 
far A relief to the funds by taking ſo much away from the market, 
and that ſtock was not funded in any other ſhape ſo as to be a bur- 
den upon t the public. This was to withdraw, according to the Mi- 
"niſter's , about forty millions of capital out of the funds; 
but he maintained that even if it did, and that was conceding a great 
teal, too much, it could never be ſo beneficial to the country, as if 

| I was left to be employed in agricultural purſuits, or applied as the 
owners pleaſed ; in the purchaſe of ſtock. When the Commiſſioners 
ſhall have purchaſed this ſtock under the proviſions of this plan, the 
ſtock. would; not vaniſh, the. ſubſtance of the publie burden would be 
ſtill the ſame. It was only taking eighty millions nominally out 
of Chang e Alley for 2 a while, and to enable monied men to enlarge 
their a by ſpeculations. It was a mere traffick in a marketable 

| commodity, and had nothing to do with any permanent relief to the 
funds; and pnleſs there was a maſs of ſuperfluous wealth in the 
"country, the landed proprietor. could never have any relief by this 
meaſure, becauſe without great weal thmen could never embark in 
Je of this kind, without bringing upon themſelves prodigious 
n nveniences.... 'Coneciving i it to be of no advantage to the land 
owner, and £ of no | advantage to the Rockholder ; ; and ſeeing that the 
125 er Was difappointed in not getting the ſtocks up, he thought 
re 1 no. roſpeQ, of any public benefit to be derived from this 
hancellor of the Exchequer was, perhaps, about ne- 
80 iating 1 8 and withed to have ſome advantage i in that particu- 
3 chad gre reſpec for th. talents of the, right honourable 
85 en . e had 
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of gentlemen of a different religion from that Houſe, and who were 


too much for the Miniſter in money tranſactions; and the upfhot 
of the 'bufineſs would be, that he who wanted to deceive others, 
vould himſelf be duped ; but unfortunately the country gentlemen 


would be called upon to defray the expence of it. Indeed the right 
honourable gentleman would gain nothing by this meaſure but 'a 
little temporary popularity with the monied men: and here again 
he muft ſay, that the connection between His Majeſty's Miniſters 
and monied men, of late years, had been too cloſe, and led to mea- 
ſures highly injurious to the intereſts of the public. He was not 
able to ſee any good to the ſtockholder in this meaſure, in any 
point of view. With reſpect to the land owner, he could ſay a 
great deal more, but that he ſhould leave to abler hands. ö 
There was one point more, and that was a point upon the conſti- 
tutional tendency of this meaſure. The Miniſter feeling, and he 


could not help feeling, that it was a point that muſt ſtrike the Houſe. 


with alarm, that they muſt feel a jealouſy at finding 1 that the ſum of 
money which had beef annually voted towards paying the army and 
navy was to be made perpetual, ſaid, that he had an "anſwer to that 
objeclion which would be ſatisfactory. He firſt faid that the money 
to be thus applied had been voted, from year to year, for near a 


century ; ; an anſwer with which he was neither ſatisfied himſelf, 


nor expected the Houſe to be ſatisfied with it. It would be ex- 


tfaordiriary if they were; beeauſe it was taking away the power of | 


that Houſe over a vaſt ſum annually of the public money: and per- 
haps he recollected that he had, during the fitting of arliament, 


applied a million and a half of the public money without applying 


to Parliament upon the ſubject. The right honourable gentleman 
ſuggeſted another anſwer, which was, that a part of the © TEVENUE, 
now exiſting, and made perpetual, ſhould be made annual. ow 
to ſay the truth, he hoped he had not correaly comprehended the 


right honourable gentleman 'in that particular, If he did, to be 


ſure nathing could be more extraordinary than ſuch a ſtatement. It 
amounted to this, that, thoſe taxes, which were made annual for the 
ſecurity of the power, of the Houſe of Commons over the "King's 
Miniſters, were to be made perpetual ; and that which was made 
perpetual for the ſecurity of the. ſtate, was to be made annual; this 
was the Miniſter's: dexterous marjzgement to anſwer purpoſes of his 
own ; by whichthe conſtitutional power of the Houſe of Commons 


was invaded” and by which the public creditor: was deprived of the 


ſecurity which Parliament ſtood pledged - to preſerve inviolate. Tf 
he was in an error, he ſhould; be glad to be corrected, becauſe he 
did dot ſee that he could alter any thing that the Minifter A: 
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in that Houſe, and the Minifter,; he ſuppoſed had alveay:giveny 
tons to the meaſure. It would be great ſatisfaQtion,/at-teaft to him, 
to fad that the Conſtitution was ſafe, | The point was of too much 
Magnitude to be paſſed; over, and he ſhould be obliged to the right 
— enden if he would have wo DIG 0 en the 
Matter. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT kad, that 45 Werd not belp thinking 
from, the ſpeech he had juſt heard, that the honourable/gentleman 
;ynderſiood neither him nor himſelf. The honourable: gentleman 
| had ſpoken as if it were a thing perfectly new and unconſtitutional 
to alter a tax, or divert the application of its produce from one pur- 
poſe to another. But ſurely, the honourable gentleman's memory 
muſt be more treacherous than uſual on this occafion-—was-ir really 

a truth that the Houſe had no power to. relieve from, ur alter, any 
quty ? Had the honourable gentleman himſelf never voted, orhad 
he forgotten. that he had ever voted for the relief from, or alteration 
of, a duty? Was it not the fact, that tax-bills: were repealed in al- 

moſt every ſeſſion? Had the honourable gentleman forgotten 
that the duty on ſpirits, amounting on an average tu go, oo0l. a 
Feat, had been altered from time to time, as the wiſdom of the 

Houſe thought expedient ? If the Houſe looked to the euſtoms, they 
would. find that many of the taxes which were appropriated to the 
conſolidated fund, were in their nature temporary, and voted only 
from time to time. He called upon the Houſe to recollect what 
the truth was Parliament had pledged themſelves: to make the 

_ eanſglidated fund good, no doubt in ſuch manner and by ſuch ways 
and means as they ſhould find moſt adviſæable, either by permanent 
ox temporary taxes. In truth, the honourable. gentleman feemed 
o be utterly ignorant of. the tendency of the meaſure ; for he had 

- ſpoken. of it as 2, violent incroachment on the rights ofthe public 

_ . greditor,. as ſecured by the conſolidated fund; in point of fact, it 

| was intended, and would be found in ins operation, to-relicve it to an 
immence amount, by taking a ſum of 80, oool. out of the market: | 

— far from depreeiating that fund by making the ſupp 

for it annual, would improve it, by making it fo 

Thus it appeared the honourable, gentleman's conceptions of the calc 

Vere fundamentally erroneous, But if it even-were the: eaſe, that 
his principle was correct, the only. difference it eould make would 
bes that it would make a more complicated clauſe nedeſſury. 

The henouable gentleman had ſaid, that one motive for his 

| raking at this ſtage of the bulinels, when diſcuſpon would be pre. 

mature and uſcleſs, was to prevent bis ſilenor from being conſtrued 

nne — rrR” ep 
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henſive of that die was-mmable to conjecture. "He affurkd tte d. 
nourable gentleman that he knew Him too well to take his filetice 
ſor eoncord or unanimity — for he had often found his oppolition moft 


—: ß 


of his meaſures; ſo far from having meant to imply Ahat that Was 
the honourable gentleman's habit, he had ſpoken merely of his 
conduct on the late meaſure, now int its paſſage through the Houſe, 
for the defence of the country, And he aſſured th& honourable 

gentleman, he had alluded to it in, a way that he thought would 


gentleman had on that occaſion taken infinite pains to make” à diſ- 
play of his acquieſcence, and to proclaim to the world that he had 
added to the unanimity with which that -meaſure had bert adopted. 

He profeſſed to be at a loſs to divine what was the tenden of the 
honourable gentleman's objections: one half of them the honour- 
able gentleman had contented himſelf with leaving-t& ther ſupport 
than his own, having urged only on the propoſition that the meã- 
ſure would i injure the | public creditor, - and reſigning to more able 
hands the maintainance of his other propoſition, that it would be 
injurious: to the landed gentleman.” This taſk had been undertaken 
by a noble Lord, of vaſt ability no doubt, (Lord Sheffield) who hall | 
pronounced the meaſure to be the moſt extraordinary, the ' moſt 
raſh, and the very worſt that had ever been brought before Patlia- 
ment, without having condeſeended to aſſign one ſingle "reaſon! for 
that weighty: denunciation. Now, how-the noble Lord vould male 
up his mind to apply ſuch terms as he had dene to meaſure which 
carried in it no compulſion, and which, ſo far as it related to the 
landed gentlemen, was perfectly optional; and which ereated no 
ad new burdens, he ſhould have been vaſtly puzzled to chnjecture, 
le vere it not that he knew the noble Lord ſometimes expreſſed Him- 
it 


— 


F SB 8 © 35 TT 5 Qt 
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| ſelf with more ill: humour than he felt at bottom that he was in 


an the habit of ſpeaking very poſitively without "thinking very" deeply; 
and, in his ardent zeal for the propagation of his ownhifty-notions, . 
frequently Jaid down propoſit ions which on cer re Qion lis 
thought proper to retract. Making this allowarice for We nbEſe 
Lord, and eonvinced of his Lordihip's 2 bal for the public good, he 
vould ſay nothing farther on the ſubject / but intreat that his Lord. 
ſhip would; dobhimſclf the juſſiee to read the” reſolutions before he 
again undevtdok>to eenſure them He would; therefore; leuvb the 
noble Lord and turn again tothe honourable gentleman (Mr. 
Tierney] when he did not know: whether he fnHhuld meſt bia, 
that one part uf his argument dontradiqteu the othitr,>br tat ugremt 


ohſtinate when preoeded by a filent aequieſeenee in the firſt ſtages 


have been extremely conſolitory to 6 his feelings, as the honourable 


portion was ſa npletely in-favowefthomentirs, thetfanight fave 
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him the wouble of anſwering his objections; : for while he argued 
that it would go to hurt the public creditors and ſtockholders, he 
inſiſted that it was a proof of that dangerous connection between 
Miniſters and the monied intereſt, which ought ſo much to be. de- 
precated, and i in fact was no leſs than a bonus to the monied men of 
the country. ; ; but how either of theſe two eontradictory propoſi- 
tions were ſo, he had not had the goodneſs to explain. Not con- 
tent with laying down poſitions thus at variance with each other, 
the honourable gentleman, had laid to his charge as a fault, that for 
which he truſted he rather deſerved praife. The honourable gen- 
tleman had ſaid, that he (Mr. Pitt) had from time to time offered 
for the adoption of the Houſe, a variety of. financial meaſures, 
which he had afterwards altered. Mow in his nnd he had, in 
doing fo, exactly done his duty—for it was in the firſt place his off. 
cial duty to urge whatever he thought neceſſary, and if when it 
came to be diſcuſſed, he was ſhewn that it was defecti ve or very un- 
ular, it was certainly his duty to conform to that which he found 

to be right, and to yield to the public opinion. But this accuſation 
was directly of a piece with the honourable gentleman's conduct in 
the caſe of the aſſeſſed taxes — for there the honourable gentleman 
had attacked him for modifying the tax after the bill had been 
brought in, and had actually called upon the Houſe in the name of 
his conſtituents to reject the tax, becauſe all his on objections to it 
had been done away. Not leſs extraordinary was the honourable 
gentleman's. argument that the meaſure could not raiſe. the funds, 
becauſe, the report that it was in agitation had not yet had any effect 
upon. them. He believed the Houſe would agree with him that 
ſuch an argument was at leaſt premature. When the meaſure had 
undergone a little more conſideration, it would-be time enough for 
the honourable gentleman, and he would be better able to make 
ſuch a remark. It would be ſtrange indeed, if the bare annout- 
eing of a meaſure was to produce the ſame effect, as the accom- 
pliſhment of. i it :——had that ever been the caſe in a fingle inſtance ! 
The announcing of the plan for the reduction of the national debt 
ch d not produce any immediate change, but in ſome time afterwards 
Its effects were ſo powerful, that the funds roſe to par. If, how- 
ever, the. honourable gentleman could contrive, to, verify, and make 
50 his allegations, that is to ſay, if e on the one hand: the meaſure 
' would e operate as a bonus to the monied men, and on, the other the 
- country. was, benefited, and the landed intereſt. accommodated, not 
_ only wi ithout. taking, from, but actually adding to the public purſe, 
Þ far from having cauſe to fear, he would have to thank the ho- 
 nourable gentleman for his obſervations ;- for the n would & 
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| abroad with. much greater advantage from the honourable gentle- 
ed man's ſhort ſpeech, than it could poſſibly derive from the long ſpeech 


he with which he himſelf had prefaced'it. 
= Mr. TIERNEY, in explanation, denied he had ſtated, chat 
every meaſure propoſed by the honourable gentleman was adopted: 


of ſuch language would be unparlfamentary, and unfit for him to hold. 
f. What he ſtated. was, that people out of doors, conceiving, erro- 
n- 


neouſly no doubt, of the purity and independence of Parliament, 
always annexed ſucceſs to every meaſure the right honourable gen- 
tleman thought fit to bring forward, and to conſider it as paſſed the 
moment it was propoſed. Such a mode of thinking certainly ex- 
iſted out of doors; but, in ſtating it, he did not aſſert or inſinuate, 
that the Houſe would adopt every propoſition at the will of the Mi- 
niſter, without uſing any diſcretion of its own. With reſpect to 
the preſent meaſure, he had ſtated, that it had not produced the 
effect of raiſing the funds; the fact warranted the aſſertion: but 
he would go farther; for even admitting that ſuch miglit be ulti- 
mately the effect, be would contend, that the benefit would reſult 
not to the country, but ſerve merely to put a good bonus in the 
pockets of the monied men, and that in whatever brilliant colours the 
glowing imagination of the right honourable. gentleman might paint 
it, and however ſanguine the expectations he might, form, it would 
be found not a benefit to the public but the individual. With re- 
gard to the-abſurdity with which he was charged of eforindivg 4 
conflitutignal queſtion with, the conſolidated fund, and not under- 
ſtanding his own argument, his idea was fimply, this; he conceived 
that the national debt was to be met by permanent taxes ; ; that they 
were conſtitutionally appropriated to its ſupport ; and that any miſ- 
application of them from that purpoſe would be a breach of faith 
on the part of Government. Such were his ſentiments on the 


honourable entleman had afked, were not taxes frequently re- 
pealed? Certainly they were; and on that point he was ready to 
aequit him of all guilt. The repeal of taxes, which might be found 
oppreſſive and unproduQtive, was unconnected with the preſent mea- 


ought to exiſt Were there a ſurplus in the conſolidated fund, he 
admitted” th "_ Cht honqurable gentleman might do with it as he 
pleaſed, but 1 confolidated fand Was barely ſufficient; and, there- 
fore, he- would? aſk him, if he could, under ſuch circumſtances, with 
any decency „ propriate 2 40, oool, now permanent, 15 make 
it annual? ? i. "IX fo, he contended! it. Would a to 2 TI F 
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ſubject; if wrong, he would wiſh to be corrected. But the tight 


lure, which tended, to divert the proper application of thoſe that 


1 


oh — 
r r 0 LEA PII 8 
— . Gs: — 5 the 5 * 
n a PPP N = Pp AN 2 — SS — — 
N his iba mia = a bs Led * — 
* 2 2 a 8 * 


: 4 —— 
* aus * "AT TRL 
c e 3 r 


n n 

EEC 2,253, > bcc are <- of - 9 
＋ — — N * 

r = Sans 9 

* = 

Mr" 


EEE 
l — : 


N 1 * ad SA et nn So . ; % kg. : — IC.'F * — 1 2 * 3 
7 — 8 r _ = — — — 2 T 7 — — 2 3 I. or Fo — ad 
2 S 32 2 — — N ado . 2 & 
: y 2 n — 4 n ky ——— i . 5 2 ws 22 . 2 * 
3 2 . N Wa" 4 SZ EINE ERS 8 CI 7 — VE Ks a 4 = © - >. 
. > 8 4h — 8 ; ag a A ds, h 
LNK 


N 


e err r 
* . n 2 — pc IE 
. A a p. EE done. mung IT ITO => RACES SR . — 2 
** * 28 1 2 3 ; 8 - N _— : " . > y _ Pet: 3 As — . 4 e 8 þ FS \ 5 r ogy 2 pr 
a r 3 At 4D 15 a - Ss . D . F K TTT WD WOE Es — <- 
p - . ©" bog r LT . * r ren =; 8 8 S = "OR IDS a - "> 3g * A 2 = . > w . e * 2 
„ yp Wore 5 — Le, a OR 3 CO ds. 8 5 2 4 - 4 es, 3 N 2 N - * , - 4:5 > £ = .* N 8 Ion? X — 8 = 8 — * * 4» = 8 — 4 S — — 1 
n ASE 2 ft THER leg =. 5 2 BY ** e F Tn * Seas . 8 0 : N 2 
. * 4 r Sal E 2 5 SY - o - 232 2 2 4 a 4 Se 3 5 G n N 22 2 Ss 5 2 : . — 4 
4 \ Rog SY 8 3 * a a 2 > — a & 5 N. 7 ik 
4 


. 
X 2 * . 


n 


plan 
: — , w 2 2 — — 4 =” . 
2 ER ERIE 1 r as oe 641 £64 i 
4 a A NS INN A. * * * wm = Me 2 - "= a 
a Ir 2 * F248 yOu nm © UE . 2 — 
4 5 JS — . <> —— 
n 7 * 


'F+ 
48 
£ v3 

m8 5 
1 1 
F : re i} 
— 9 1 
44A Nin 
43 9 4 
7 „. „ 
ASS 
"8 12 
1. [4D 
1. £3 a 
2 Le, 
1 I 2 
1 +7 
1 37 
68 "Re 
> 1 1 
3 1 
Il 3 
$ 1 
f \ 


3 4 — 1 

3 

x os 1 
a 


5 which eould:bean effect produced. by 


* 


520 PARLIAMENT ARY | [Coon 


faith; and that in ſuch point 9 the conſolidated fund was con. 
necQed'with the: Conftitation. 
Lord SHEFFIELD withed to remind de rie honourable gen. 


| Heman (Mr. Pitt), that though he had not afſiguey his reaſons for 
of the propoſed meaſures, he had expreſsly ſtated that 


he declined doing fo, becauſe the preſent occafibri was not adapted to 
a full diſtuſſion of the ſubject. On this account, he thovght-it 


would be ĩimproper to take up the time of the Houſe necdleſsly, and 


had therefore contented himſelf with merely expreſſing his opinion, 
reſerving the: reaſons' on which that opinion was founded to a fitter 
opportunity, namely, when the'meaſure ſhould be regularly diſcuſſes, 
The right honourable gentleman had thought proper, he ſaid, to 
impute to him a changeable temper of mind, inſinuating that though 
he diſapproved of the plan now, he might yet approve of it in the 
eourſe of its farther diſeuſſion. In this he was as little warranted 
a in his former obſervation, ſince uniform experience had ſhewn, 
that he never had been induced to change his opinion of that right 
homurable gentieman's conduct in any particular i in A. he had 
ever condemned K.. 

Mr. ISAAC HAWKINS BROWNE endeiniiito a ſhort de. 


| er ofthe meaſure, as being founded in wiſdom and good policy, 


and particulariymneceflary in the juſt and neceſſary war in which ve 
wert engaged. He confefſed that he was much aſtoniſhed to hear 


the noble) Lord ſuy that ĩt would be injurious to the landholders, and 
geetired" that" ſo far from that, he very much doubted whether it 
would net be too/ beneficial to them; at all events it could not be 


injuridus to them, ſinee it was left to their own option to redeem it 


or let ĩt alone. Fhe noble Lord had faid that the landholder would 


nes bo able to redeem his tax, but that was an objection which went 
only to the eſſiency, not to the expediency of the meaſure. - Of the 


peculiar duty of the landed gentry to contribute to the exigencies of 
the Stute at this period, there could not be a doubt; becauſe not 
only che wur was for the protection of their property, but they had 
ſuffered leſs by it tan any other claſs of people; in fact, they could 
hardly! be ſaid tõ have ſuffered” at all, for aftoniſhing as it might ap- 


per it was true tfiat rents were now as high as Ver. And as to 
the funds; he would maintain that it Was impoſſible but they muſt 


ate when te nutnber of fellets' were fewer, "and" of buyers. mor, 
üs bil? 251 7 


Gio B:HAMMET expreſſed his approbatton of che me e and 
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land tax. He at, preſent paid 5 ool. a year, 0 WR ready to double 
that ſum, if it ſhould be thought expedi ent. 
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Sir W. PULTENEY: was willing to agree e Ant it was highly 
proper. that a ſufficient delay ſhould intervene between the propofal 
of the plan now, ſubmitted to the Houſe and its ultimate diſeuſſion, 
for it was of. 2 magnitude and impartance that called for a minute 
inquiry, into ts merits or defects, which inquiry could not: be duly 
gone i into without the, ſubject having been fully and maturely ex- 
amined. But. though the preſent might not be the fitteſt moment 
for entering! int that diſcuſſion, he ſaw no iĩmpropriety im any gen- 
tlewan 3 rhfowing out Tuch, objections to the plan, as from the firſt 3 
view of. it,, might. ſtrongly preſs upon his mind, and this was the M0 
line of conduct which he bimſelf was deſirous to purſue; for thou 2 
he Would reſerve, the, greater part of what he had to offer on the 
ſubject till after he had. more ſtrictly ſcrutinized it, he would in the 
mean time Expreſs 1 what was the impreſſion which the ſpcech-of the 
right 10nourable gentleman who opened the buſineſs:;hadrimme-- 
: diately mage upon. his. mind. And, in the firſt place, he was very 
* far fi from agreeing ich that right Honourable gentleman, that the 
7 mealute oy propoſed by him would, if carried into execution, bz: 
5 attended with very beneficial al effects i in relieving the preſent exigen- 
: cies of ches Muntry, and adding to the reſources which it required, 

1 in or er to > carry, on with vigour. and effect the arduous conteſt in 
be 
Nt 
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declare, that by. adopting: the eo now r to the, Cos 
by the Ctaneellor of the Exchequer, that right honourable gentle- 
man was going t to make a very bad bargain for the country, which 
far from promoting, would tend to defeat the very objects, he had in 
view. From what he had been able to eollect from dhe ſpecch in 
which the plan was explained to the Committee, it did not appear 
w him as if the "ri ght honourable. gentleman had viewed and talen 
in all the ſides of i it —it was a plan indeed which ſeemed} to have 
much of ſplendguy, and magnificence. in it, and this magnificence 
might acquire an additional ſwell from, the powerful eloquence wii | 
which the ri Ent ho! 0 wrable Senſleman was i in the habit of unſold- : 
Ing his plans to the louſe; ; but however it might appear magniſi- * 
cent in its 7 it would not, on a deeper examination, prove to 
be very ſolid 7 There was a variety of topics, whichz ona future 
Ccafion, he would K touch on and have diſcuſſed, but ec x | 
bold to- ſay that t e reſuft of the plan was to fell a perpetual 5 fer 


cent. He could not believe that the right honourable I 
Vor. V. . 3 X | 
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would have ever thought it reaſonable to propoſe to Parliament to 
raiſe money by a perpetual 5 per cent, for ſurely this mode of raiſ- 


ing money differed in nothing from raiſing money by a 5 per cent. 


ſtock ; it was even doubtful to him whether ſtocks would experience 
any rife by any quantity of ſtock being redeemed by this meaſure : 
ſtocks were as low during the. American war as they were now, yet 
our capital was not then ſo great; it might be ſaid, but he would 


not believe it, that the wealth of the nation had fince been 


doubled ; but be that as it may, it was his opinion that the amount 
of capital did not influence the price of ſtocks; it was by the greater 
or leſs proportion of confidence repoſed by the public in the ſecurity 


of Government that the ſtate of ſtocks was raiſed or depreſſed; they 


had nothing at all to do with the amount of capital ; but for the 
preſent he had only to repcat that the plan now propoſed went to 


raiſe money on the very extraordinary terms of a perpetual 5 per , 
cent—it was therefore proper that ſufficient time ſhould' be given. 
to the Houſe thoroughly to examine the nature and tendeney of this 


new and momentous meaſure ; nor could he approve of the extraor- 
dinary precipitancy of the honourable gentleman (Mr. H. Browo), 
who found every thing right and laudable in the meaſure, . though 
he had heard its merits diſcuſſed and deſeanted on only by the riglit 
honourable gentleman who had juſt propoſed it to the Houſe. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT profefſed himſelf ready to improve his 


plan by any hints which might hereafter be thrown out by the wor- 
thx Baronet, or any. other honourable Member; but at preſent he 


could not help expreſſing ſome ſurprize at the meaſure being found 
objectionable, as borrowing money by a perpetual 5 per cent. Surely 
the obſervation of the worthy Baronet, that this was borrowing 


money at an higher rate than was ever propoſed. to Parliament, 


muſt appear an obſervation unworthy the acuteneſs and financial 
knowledge uſually diſplayed by the worthy Baronet : for this would 
be the caſe only while the ſtocks were at 50. The remainder of 


the land tax would bear a different price, in proportion as ſtocks * 
might afterwards riſe. There was no queſtion of a nominal 5 per 
cent.; nor could it be proved that fo heavy a burden had not ever 


been entailed on the country ; for borrowing money at preſent in 


the 3 per cents. would be entailing a perpetual 6 per cent. annuity 
on the nation: as to the quantity of ſtoek inot-influencing its price, 
+ ſurely, this was not conſiſtent with common obſervation ; for the 
quantity of ſtock, like that of every other cammodity, muſt, ceteris | 
- paribus, more or leſs determine its price. 
The Chairman then reported progreſs, and the - Commit was 
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On the motion for the third rẽading of the bill, more effectually 
to provide for the ſecurity of the realm, &c. &e. 
Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, he had not oppoſed this bill in its pro- 
oreſs. through the Houſe, becauſe-it had been ſuggeſted by His Ma- 
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| jeſty's Miniſters that additional powers were neceſſary to enable His 


Majeſty to defend his dominions. The Miniſters had better means 
of being informed than he could have of the probability of an in- 
vation. They were alſo better acquainted with the extent of the 
exiſting force which could be employed to reſiſt that invaſion. With 
theſe ſentiments he could not reſiſt the demand of the additional 


powers about to be granted by this bill; but he deſired that it 
might be underſtood he concurred to this bill folely on the ground 


that theſe additional powers were neceſſary for our defence—that if 
the Miniſter availed himſelf of this bill to detach a part of our re- 


gular army to enforce the ſyſtem of coercion in Ireland, his concur- +» 
Jence in this bill was procured by deception. He thought that 


perſeverance in the ſyſtem of coercion in Ireland would prove de- 
ſtructive to this country. Hiſtory had ſhewn us that all attempts 


to cyerce freemen, who complain that their rights are violated, have 
been uni formly· inffect ual c 


Mr. Nicholls was here called to order. 
Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that in the view the Doug 


Member was taking of the ſubject, he thought him perfectly regu- 
lar, otherwiſe he would have called him to order. 


Mr. NICHOLLS ſaid, he believed he had been perfeclly i in 
order. The bill contained a grant of additional powers. If thoſe 


| powers were wanted for one purpoſe, viz. the defence of the realm, 


he aſſented to the grant; if they were wanted for another purpoſe, 
viz. the coercion of Ireland, he thought it his duty to reſiſt the de- 
mand. The King had loft ſix millions of ſubjects in America by 
the folly of former Miniſters, who had endeavoured to coerce the 
Americans when they complained that their rights were violated.— 
[Here Mr. Nicholls was called to order by the Speaker. | tat 
Mr. Nicholls proceeded If the preſent ſy tem of. coercion in, 
Ireland was purſued, he feared the King might lofe his ſubjeQs 
in that iſland alſo. I: had been ſuggeſted by the Chancellor of the, 
Exchequer; that there were d ſerĩptions of men in Ircland who hag, 
entered into connexion, with France. It was poſlible, that #his, 
might be true; but there wanted not examples in hiſtory to 0 19: 
that men might, be brought back to their allegiance; by conciliatory. 
meaſ cs, even after they had committed treaſonable acts. Fhinp, 
the Sc:0nd had, by conciliatory meaſures, regained ten provinces. Or 


the Spaniſh. Low. Countries, after the. inhabitants had been in _ 
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. rebellion... But no inſtance; could be ſhewn in hiftory that coercion 


had ever regained them [Mr. Nicholls was again called to 
order.] 


Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that if is 0 gentle. 


| man who, juſt ſat down was not diforderly, his obſervations, at leaſt, 


were ſuperfluous. The purpoſe which that honourable gentleman 
was pleaſed to ſuppoſe to have given riſe to the preſent meaſure, had 
never been ſo much as ſuggeſted or hinted at, either by thoſe who 
approved of the meaſure, or by thoſe who oppoſed it. Indeed Ire- 
land had never been ſo much as mentioned ; for his part, he would 
never ſuffer any gentleman to carry his ignorance ſo far (and on the 
preſent occafion that honourable gentleman confeſſed his ignorance 
with reſpect to the ſtate of Ireland) as to indulge wantonly in the 
moſt miſchievous mifrepreſentation, and to repreſent as ſtruggling 


for the enjoyment of their legal rights, men who were known to be 


rebels, conſpiring in open treaſon with our moſt avowed and invete- 
rate enemy, in order to erect in Ireland a Jacobin Republic; yet, 


with regard to ſuch men, we were daily called on to employ concili- 


ation; as if it were by tamely ſurrendering to rebellion that order 
and tranquillity could be reſtored, and not by exerting every means 
of vigour, by which alone that ſpirit could be cruſhed and extin- 
guiſhed which went to the annihilaton of all the political inſtitutions, 
in the praiſe of which the honourable gentleman (Mr. Nicholls) 
had been ſo loud. Was that honourable gentleman duly aware, 
that while he thus ſpoke of relaxing the juſt ſeverity of Government 
againſt ſuch men as he had deſcribed, he was only encouraging the 
apoſtles of the Rights of Man, who, after the imitation of France, 
were now ſpreading, through every part of Ireland, carnage, blood- 


| ſhed, and devaſtation, he would undoubtedly be rather diſpoſed to 


ſtrengthen the hands of Government, by which alone this daring and 
outrageous ſpirit can be ſuppreſſed, than to contribute to give it 
countenance by his' ſpeeches, as it had already been but too much 
countenanced and emboldened by ſpeeches and publications, by 


meetings and' clubs on this ſide of the water. The ſyſtem now 
purſuing in Ireland was, in his eonviction, a ſyſtem of defence that 
was abſolutely neceffary for the protection of the well-meaning and 


loyal part of that country, and for the diſappointment and puniſh- 


ment of thoſe whoſe profligate machinations were every day plotting 


the deſtruction of order and of the Conſtitution, He would there- 


fore again repeat, that he would never permit any Member of that 
HFHouſe to make ſuch miſchievous miſrepreſentations, without giving 


them a ditect contradiction, and without marking them with thoſe 


ban of * which OT ſo loudly called for and ſa 
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juſtly deſerved. He could even defy the btoadwable grnfleman to 
* what he had advanced. 
Mr. NICHOLLS roſe to explain. | 


Mr. Chancellor PITT then brought up a a clauſe, enacting, that 


all thoſe who ſhould enroll themſelves in volunteer corps, ſnould not 


be called out but in caſe of actual invaſion, or in caſe of real dan- 


ger, &. 
This clauſe was added to the bill, which was then read a third 
time and paſſed. . 


Tuęſday, April 3. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE ſet out with declaring, that notwith- 
ſtanding the abolition of the ſlave trade had at various periods, ſo 
long and fo earneſtly occupied his mind ; notwithſtanding he had 
ſo often viewed it on all fides and in all its connections, yet on 
again fixing his eye on the ſubject more cloſely, a ſet of new and 
forcible emotions burſt forth within him, which the object could 
ſcarcely have been expected to excite in one who was ſo familiar 
with its horrors —emotions of grief and ſhame, and indignant pity, 
and diſappointed hope. But with all theſe, he was happy in being 
able to ſay, there was no mixture of remorſe, and he was reſolved 
that this ſenſation ſhould ſtill be excluded. It would be matter of 
laſting ſatisfaQion to his mind to reflect, that on his part no dili- 


gence, no labour, no perſeverance had been wanting. To Parlia- 


ment, and not to him, it was to be imputed, that ſo foul a blot as 


the ſlave trade ſtill ſtained the character of Britain and the annals. 


of our age. He now again brought the ſubje& before them, that 
if this dreadful evil were to continue, it ſhould ſtill manifeſtly ap- 
pear that his beſt efforts had not been wanting for its termination, 


but that the Houſe of Commons had failed in diſcharging the ſulema 


obligation under which it laid itſelf in 1792, not to ſuffer this 
ſcourge of the human race to exiſt beyond the 1ſt of January 
1796. As this was the baſis on which he reſted the vantage ground 
he never would ſurrender, he begged that the reſolution of the 
Houſe of the zd of May 1792, which declared that the ſlave 
trade ſhould be aboliſhed from and after the i ſt of January 1796, 
wt be read. by. the G was read at the _ — 
Ingly 

Though (Mr. Wilberforce added) he had fois pointed. out 
the weight which this reſolution. derived from the peculiar, eireum- 
ſtances under which it was. paſſed, yet it was requiſite that he ſhould 
dein preſs thels on their attention, As s early 40 28 he had 
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526 PARLIAMENTARY L Couucns. 
. the queſtion before the Houſe. A long and laborious in. 


veſtigation of the whole ſub ect followed, which, conducted in part 


at their bar, and partly in a Committee up ſtairs, was continued 


for three ſeſſions of Parliament. Great and repeated diſcuſlions 
afterwards took place, and all the charges he brought againſt this 
ſyſtem of wickedneſs and cruelty were eſtabliſhed to the ſatisfaQion 
even of his warmeſt opponents, who condemned it in terms' of the 


moſt determined hatred and abhorrence. Though he had often 


Hid before the Houſe the dreadful catalogue of crimes to which the 


ſlave trade gave riſe, he muſt again reeite a few of the leading enor- 
mities. Gentlemen were apt to look only to the Weſt Indics, and 


to turn their eyes from Africa, the great theatre of its ravages. In 


Africa, wherever it extended, it diflolved the cement which held ſo- 


ciety together, and diffuſed inſtead, a ſpirit of fear and diſtruſt, and 


rapacity, and hoſtility and revenge. Wars were ſtirred up between 
nation and nation, in order that, by the priſoners that might be 
made, ſupplies might be furniſhed for the ſlave market. Innu- 


merable were the acts of individual depredation. Drunkenneſs 


was every where encouraged as the ſure parent of crimes and quar- 
rels, which never. failed to furniſh vidtims for the ſlave ſhips. With 


the fame view condemnations for witchcraft were countenanced, and 


a barbarous ſuperſtition was ſanRioned by the concurrence of the 


- traders of this Chriſtian nation. Even the fountain of juſtice itſelf 


was poiſoned, and a freſh affortment was ſupplied to the ſlave 
market from falſe accuſations and cruel convictions, in which the 


Judge who condemned often ſhared the profits derived from the ſale 


of the eriminal. All, in ſhort, Had been infected with this cruel 
contagioh.' He had before ſtated, and he would again mention an 
extraordinary fact, than which none, perhaps, would ſerve mere 
ſtrikingly to exlnbit the dreadful effects of this deteſted ſyſtem. We 
malt premiſe 'that it was an inconteſtable truth, eſtabliſhed by the 
biſtory of all nations, that the ſea-coaſt of every country was firſt 


civilized, whence light and civilization diffuſed themſelves into the 


interior. So it was in the antient world upon the coaſts of the 
Mediterranean, and ſo it always had been, till the ſlave trade had 
commenced its operations, and had reverſed this eſtabliſhed order of 
things. Tv gentlemen in the ſervice of the Sierra Leone Com- 
pany travelled a ꝑreat diſtance into the interior of the country, and 


there, where the appearance of a white man was unknown, they 
found a city containing” many thouſand” inhabitants, and, in ſhort, in 
a a ſtate of civilization and improvement, two or three hundred years 


beyond that which they had left upon the fea coaſt, where a com- 
mercial intercourſe had fubliſtcd for as long A period with the. moſt 
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euldvated nations of Europe. Thus it was proved to our diſgrace 
and confuſion, that the only effect produced by us on the natives of 
Africa was to darken and barbariſe, and corrupt them; and the 
beſt wiſh they could form to themſelves was, that they might rather 
be left to the ſimplicity of nature, than be eurſed with the conſe- 
quences of our miſchievous intruſion. 

What wonder was it that, when all theſe horrid 3 


were plainly developed, the Houſe of Commons ſhould find itſelf 


compelled to paſs the ſentence of abolition he had before referred to? 
But in fad, it was not only by motives of juſtice and humanity that 


the Houſe had been influenced, but even by conſiderations of policy 


alfo. His right honourable friend (Mr. Chancellor Pitt) had eſta- 
bliſhed, to the ſatisfaction of every impartial auditor, that the num- 
ber of ſlaves, and the proportion of the ſexes actually in the iſlands, 
were ſufficient to enable them to keep up the number of their ſlaves 
without importations from Africa. He had gone into a minuteneſs 


and detail of calculations which were thought almoſt inſtances of | 


improper condeſeenſion in the caſe of a queſtion which ought to have 


been tried on higher principles. Some, however, ſtill doubted, and 


therefore a ſort of medium and compromiſe. of the different ſhades of 


opinion was adopted by the Houſe ; and four years were granted 
for the purpoſe of enabling the Wet Indians to ſupply themſelves, _ 
and thus preventing every poſſible injury which they might . other- 
viſe ſuſtain. Now then, in 1798, when ſo many more flayes had 
been brought into the iſlands than it was then in the e contemplation 
of the Legiſlature to allow, what. poſſible excuſe could. be alleged 


for not performing the tardy act of juſtice he had ſo long ſolicited ? 
Crown to ſend inſtructions to the ſeveral Governors in the. Weſt 
Indies, directing them to propoſe to their reſpective e Legiſlatures to 


Mr. Wilberforce remarked, this circumftance, ſo far from its being 
a motive with him to poſtpone his motion, afforded rather an argu- 
ment in its favour. The addreſs of laſt year, and the reſolution 
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There was but one argument which he thought could be urged 
againſt him with any force, and he would theretars take notice of it 
in the outſet. This was, that the Houſe of Commons had laſt 
year adopted a different courſe of proceeding, having addreſſed the 


Gviſe and adopt ſuch internal regulations as might be likely to 
favour population, and render African ſupplies ſuperfluous. But, 


to aboliſh at a time to be limited, were connected together as parts 
af one common ſyſtem. The former without the latter would be 
of no. avall ; whereas thus aſſociated, it would. be effectual td its 


If any ſhould doubt this, Mr. Witbeſorce faid he ou refer 
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them to a right honourable gentleman (Mr. Dundas), who had 
taken the lead in oppoſing him in 1792. That gentleman ſhewed 


that he, at leaſt, did not conſider the two plans as inconſiſtent with 
each other, having "propoſed a firing of reſolutions, of which the 
firſt fixed the date of the abolition, and the laſt propoſed an addreſs 


to the Crown as nearly fimilar as poſſible to that which had been 


adopted laſt year. But, in truth, it muſt be manifeſt to any one at 
all acquainted with the principles of human nature, or with the pe- 
culiar circumſtances of our Weſt-Indian ſettlements, that any laws 
which might be paſſed by the Legiſlatures of the iſlands, would not 
of themſelves be adequate to the end in view. ' Granted, that the 
Legiſlatures might fix the quantity of food and clothing,” which all 
maſters were to allow their flaves, and alſo might preſcribe the de- 
gree of labour to be enacted, the puniſhments to be inflicted, and the 
inſtruction to be given. But how could they ſee to the execution 
of their own laws? Put the caſe of a ſimilar law applicable to our 
ſervants in this country, and how impoſſible would it be found to 
enter into the interior of every family, and with more than inquiſito- 
rial power to aſcertain the obſervance or the breach of the rules 
which ſhould have been laid down for our domeſtic economy. How 
much more difficult in the Weſt Indies, where the teſtimony of ne- 
groes not being valid, there would be no means of bringing proof of 
any violations of the rules preſcribed to them. But, in fact, all 
general rules of the kind here ſuppoſed, were in their own nature 


inherently defective. The quantity of food which they might pre- 


ſcribe, might, in ſome caſes, be greater, in others leſs than would be 


neceſſary, accordingly as the land which the negroes had for grow- 


ing their own proviſions was more or leſs in quantity, and more or 
leſs productive. Again, the medical care, the labour, the inſtruc- 
tion, the diſcipline, and correction, which might be called for on 


ſome eftates, would not on others: and then all theſe proviſions, ſo 


vexatious and-invidious in their nature, were to be obſerved, not 
merely gratuitouſly, but it was to be expected that people would 
ſubmit to them, would lend themſelves to the enforcing of them for 
the purpoſe of accelerating the period of abolition, an event which 
they had frankly declared they conceived would be in the higheſt 
degree injurious to their intereſts. Surely no credulity could be ſuf- 


ficient to make any one believe that laws of ſuch a kind, and for 


ſueh a purpoſe, and with ſuch a premium on obeying them, could 
ever be carried into execution. But beſides all this, there was a 


ſpeeies of efprit de corps in the Weſt Indies which naturally ren 
dered the owners very jealous of any interference in their family 
affairs, and eſpecially in their treatment of their ſlaves, This made 
k | * 0 5 4 2 a : | : 5 6.4.7 | "OF = 7 8 
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them reſent any prying into their domeſtic ne and ar- 
rangements. To this he believed more than to any ſtudied inten- 
tion to deceive, was to be aſcribed the declarations which tha had 


made ſome years ago, that the ſlaves were univerſally as wel! created : 


as poſſible, and that the maſter's ſenſc of his own intereſt w3s a ſuf- 
ficient inducement to him to take the tendereſt eare of them: 
whereas now, the Aſſembly of St. Chriſtopher s themſelves declare, 
that maſters uſually are apt to be too ſparing in their allowapces of 
food and clothing, and not ſufficiently awake to their own intereſt, 

and to the difference between the ſpirit with which a ſlave well fed 
and well clothed ſets about his work, and that in which - “ a ſlave 
hungry and naked” goes to his appointed taſk: 


But one of the moſt curious ſpecimens of this eſprit de corps which | 


he had been ſpeaking of, and of its effects in cauſing objeds to be 
viewed through a falſe medium, was to be found in che papers 


tranſmitted from St. Chriſtopher's, and lately laid before the Houſe, 


wherein it is confidently affirmed, that no new laws are wanted 
for inſuring the protection of the ſlaves, for that the laws had 
always granted them the lame protection againſt ill- treatment which 
it afforded to white men.” A pretty bold aſſertion this, when we 


conſider that it is affirmed of a ſet of beings in a ſtate. of flavery. 


But let us look into the inſtances referred to by the Colonial Aſſem- 
bly itſelf in proof of the afſertion—the caſes we have, tranſcribed 
from the original records, in the Weſt-Indian returns contained in 
the report made to His Majeſty by the Privy Council on the ſlave 
trade—the two firſt were caſes of mutilation. . To wretches, 
about the middle of June 1784, as is ſtated in the indictment, had 
cut off each the cars, the one of his male, the other of his female 


ſlave. A law had paſſed in 1783 expreſsly framed to; meet this 
very practice, and the penalty by this law was a forfeiture of zol. 


and an impriſonment for, ſix months in the common jail... But ſo 


much did the law outrun the general feelings of the community, 


that the Bench thought they could go no farther than inflict a fine 
in the one caſe of 5ol., in the other of. Lool., and in neither any 
impriſonment. But the third caſe was much more ſingular, both 
in its nature and its iſſue, A perſon of the name of Herbert had 
committed an act of the moſt ſavage and wanton barbarity, and the 


outrage was rendered ſtill more atrocious from its having been per- 
petrated againſt the helpleſſneſs of infaney. He had gagged and 
barbarouſly lacerated the mouth: of an infant ſlave of. his of ſix 
years old, and bad alſo. beat it in the moſt cruel. manner. Tbe 
matter was taken up by ſome gentlemen of. benevyolence-and. ſpirit, 
and the matter was brought to trial; mean hile the 7 2 de cope, 
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Affernblies, and particularly that of Jamaica, had expreſsly avowed 
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which had been lately ſpoken of, was in full action. It was thought 


to be monſtrous to take coghizance of a maſter's outrage upon his 
flave. However, the fact was undeniable, and therefore the Jury 


gave in a ſpecial verdict, guilty, if immoderate correction of a ſlave 
by his maſter be a crime indiftable. So ſtrange, ſo novel, fo dan- 
gerous a doctrine, did it ſeem, to proceed againſt a maſter in a 
court of law for cruel treatment of his ſlave! This, obſerve, in 
an ifland' in which we are told, that the courts of juſtice had 
always taken cogntzance of barbarous treatment of ſlaves.” The 


Court, after taking time for conſideration, delivered its opinion, 


that it was a crime indictable; but though it really ſeemed defirous 
of doing its duty, the ſtream of popular opinion ran ſo high that, not 
too much to run counter to it, the wretch was ſentenced only to'a 
fine of forty ſhillings currency, equal to a little above thirty ſhillings 


of our money. But the affair did not end here. Mr. Wilberforce 


would not detain the Houſe. by any particular recital of the remain- 
ing proceedings, but to ſtate them briefly : Herbert brought his 
action, claĩming immenſe damages againſt the Provoſt Marſhal, (a 


| perſon holding an office tantamount to our Sheriffs,) for having de- 


tained the child in his cuſtody, which was neceffary that it might be 
forthcoming to appear before the Jury, no leſs than that it might 
be fafe from the refentment.of its inhuman tyrant. The Provoſt 
Marfhal was harrafſed with trial after trial, and with difficulty 
eſcaped the payment of the damages by a flaw in the legal proceed- 


| ings. © Herbert was conſidered as a perſecuted man, and as ſuch 


became one of the moſt popular characters in the iſland. All this 
happened, let it be remarked, as late as the year 1786 ; and above 
all, let it be noted, theſe were the inſtances not ſelected by himſelf. 
Mr. Wilberforce faid, he muſt take ſome credit to himſelf for not 
having invidiouſly preſſed them, for he declared they had all been 
known to him for many years: they were inſtances to which the 


Aſſembly of St. Chriſtopher's referred, as deciſive and fatisfaQtory 


proofs, '< that ſlaves in that iſland enjoyed the full protection of 
An chat he had been ſtating, Mr. Wilberforce added, proved 
abundantly that the Colonial Legiſlatures of themſelves neither could 
if they were willing, nor would if they could, enforce ſuch regula- 
tivtis as might in the end lead to a termination of the flave trade. 
But in Audition to all this, let it be remembered; that the Colonial 


theilt il to go on importing llaves until the whele of kheit waſte 
Hus fhäultl be brought into cultivation, and not above one-third of 
 Uhtir productive land was yet cultivated, It might therefore be 
1 2 g * , 1 | ; 
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. laid down as an undeniable poſition, that colonial regulations would 


not be ſufficient to produce the effects deſired, unleſs they were 
backed and enforced by the expectation of abolition. This, in 
point of fad, had produced, as was acknowledged, very conſiderable 
reforms during the laſt few years. This, rendering it the maſter's 
immediate and preſſing intereſt to feed his ſlaves well, and attend 

to their good treatment and domeſtic comfort, and not leaving it to 
2 remote and doubtful feeling of intereſt, which every guſt of paſſion 
would more than'countervail, would ſecure the obſervance of what- 
ever regulations might be preſcribed. This, principle would ac- 
commodate itſelf to every particular caſe, and conſtrain the maſter 
to diſcover what was really required for the W of his  flaves, and 
to ſupply it. 

But if the reaſons he had juſt wood urging 1 chat with A 
view to the intereſts of the Weſt Indies themſelves it was deſirable 
that an abolition ſhould take place, the ſame concluſion was till 


more powerfully enforced by another conſideration. It was a topic ' 


he would touch lightly, and rather leave it to gentlemen's, own 
minds to purſue the train of ideas he ſhould point out to them. He 
alluded to the ſyſtem of emancipation which had been carried into 
effect in the French Weſt Indies, and the increaſed and increaſing 
danger of inſurrections in our iſlands. It was acknowledged that 
the great obſtacle to the planters entering. upon a ſyſtem, which by 
gradually and therefore ſafely communicating to their ſlaves civil 
and ſocial, rights, might bring them at laſt into the full enjoyment of 
freedom, that continual acceſſion of Barbarians from the coaſt of 
Africa were made, to whom this lenient ſyſtem was inapplicable. 
The greateſt authorities had delivered it as their opinion, that inſur- 
rections were chiefly;to be apprehended from the newly-imported 
negroes; and. when to theſe ſtanding cauſes of alarm was added that 


of the vicinity. of Guadaloupe, f in which the new ſyſtem was now 


completely and quietly in operation, to ſay nothing of the ſtate of St. 
Domingo, what infatuation was it to deſire ſtill to go on bringing 
in freſh multitudes of thoſe very perſons from whom the moſt danger 
was to be dreaded. He ſolemnly declared that he muſt waſh his 
hands of the bload which might be ſhed, by not attending in time to 
this counlel.. 

But this - was a topic. which be was bound to preſs, a8 Member 
for the great county which he had the honour to repreſent. His 


conſtituents, and the reſt of the people of England, were to ſpend 


their blood and treaſure in ſupporting the Welt Indians in a ſyſtem, 


not only the moſt Wicked and, cruel, but the moſt impolitic alſo. 


He had bee at the trouble to inquire into the number of the fave 
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ſhips captured on their way from Africa to the Weſt Indies, and he 
found it was every year confiderable. The ſlaves were carried to 
one of the French iflands, and trained and diſciplined as ſoldiers, 
Of theſe, and of the emancipated ſlaves, Victor Hughes had a very 
large army in Guadaloupe ; and to this army we were annually 
ſending recruits through the medium of the ſlave ſhips—reecrvits 
whoſe conſtitutions enabled them to bear the climate without injury; 
and thus our brave countrymen were to be again called upon to pour 
forth their blood, and ſtrew the ifland with their carcafes in order 
to oppoſe an enemy which we ourſelves aſſiſted, and that by the moſt 
wicked and cruel means, in recruiting and reinforcing its ſtrength.” 

Surely it could not be neceſſary to urge many more arguments, 
or he would conjure the Houſe to conſider the peculiar importance 
in the preſent day of attending to the character of Parliament, and 
not ſuffer its credit and honour to be tarniſhed by fo foul a ſtain. 
They in particular, Mr. Wilberforce added, were bound to attend 
to this laſt conſideration, who had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by a 
marked hoſtility to the wild theories and deſiruQive - principles of 
France. Surely it was peculiarly incumbent on them to prove, 
that it was not to the real rights of man that they were hoſtile, but 
only what were falſely termed ſuch ; that it was not that they ob- 
jected to innovations which religion, and juttice, and humanity re- 
quired, but only to ſuch innovations as were ſanctioned by none of 
thefe ſacred principles. He was grieved to have been deferted by 
one right honourable gentleman in particular (Mr. Windham) on 
whom he would earneſtly preſs the neceſſity of making the diſeri- 
mination he had juſt been ſtating. 

But on the whole Houſe he muſt preſs moſt ſeriouſly the eſpecial 
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importance of not perſiſting, at ſuch a ſeaſon as the preſent, in 
' countenancing a ſyſtem of ſuch acknowledged wickedneſs and atro- 


city. We were juſtly ſhocked when, in a neighbouring country, 
the Goddeſs of Reaſon was placed on the altar of God, and the 
infatuated people bowed the knee to the object of their idolatry ; 
but was it leſs in us of practical atheiſm, in ſuch circumſtances of 
difficulty and danger as thoſe in which this country was now placed, 
to inſult the forbearance of Heaven, and continue to proveke the 
anger of the Supreme Being, inſtead of conciliating his ' favour by 
perſeyering in practices the moſt oppoſite to his laws? We wor- 


ſnipped the God Mammon, if not the Goddeſs of Reaſon; and 


if we did not actually bow the knee to our idol, we paid to it the 


more ſolid homage of our active ſervices; ſacrificing alſo our cha- 


racter, our conſeiences, and whatever we ought to venerate and hold 


in eſtimation—Let not gentlemen think he meant that the diſples- 
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ure of the Supreme Being muſt be manifeſted in earthqvake, or in 
tempeſts, or ſome ſudden effects of the divine interference. There 
was an eſtabliſhed courſe of nature, a connection of cauſes and 
effects, which was eſtabliſhed by Providence, by which its pur- 
poſes were commonly brought about. Vice was 'productive of 

miſery 3 imprudence of misfortune. © Let not any think that they 
could reverſe this courfe, or violate the order of the moral world: 
He had diſcharged his duty in bringing this great queſtion once 
more before them: he urged them moft ſolemnly not to loſe the 
opportunity of doing a tardy act of juſtice to the wretched inhabi- 
tants of Atrica, with whoſe happineſs they had fo long been trifling, 
and to fix the period when a termination ſhould be put to a ſyſtem 
which every law and every principle, divine and human, equally 
rejected and condemned. - 
Mr. Wilberforce then moved, 

«© That leave be given to bring in a bill to aboliſh the ſlave 

1 trade at a period to be ſpecifed—and 


„That the Houſe do now reſolve into a Committes to conſider 
« of the ſame.” | + 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſeconded: the motion. 43 X 
Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS ſpoke as follows :— Before I pro- 
ceed to reply to the arguments adduced in tgpport of the motion 


before you, I beg that the clerk may read the addreſs of this Houſe 


to His Majeſty of the 6th of laſt April, which the honourable gen- 
tleman alluded to, but decline reading Clerk reads have 


_ called your attention to this addreſs, Sir, becauſe it demonſtrates, be- 


yond the poſſibility of contradiQion, that the meaſures recom- 
mended thereby to the Colonial Aſſemblies, were not merely mea- 
ſures of ſubordinate regulation in the ſyſtem of exiſting ſlavery, as 
the honourable gentleman maintains, but ſuch alſo as, if adopted, 
will certainly effect gradually and progreſſively 1 admit) the utter 
extinction of the ſlave trade itſelf. 

Sir, the gentlemen who ſupported that addreſs urged the neceſſity 
of that mode of proceeding on two grounds: 

Firſt, becauſe the concurrence and co-operation of the Colonial 
Aſſemblies were confidered as abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary 
to the attainment of the object in view. For myſelf, ſpeaking from 


perſonal experierice, and local knowledge, I declared that the abolition. 


of the ſlave trade by the Legiſlature of this kingdom alone, withoy 
the concurrence, and againſt the conſent, of the Colonial Aﬀemblies, 


Was abſolutely, iomprateable: 4 Ne ſo th enz, and 1 think 
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The "IP — was this: We were of opinion that the Co. 
lonial Aſſemblies, if properly treated by this country, would vil. 
lingly adopt ſuch meaſures as ſhould gradually reſtrict, and ulli. 
mately. produce a total oeſſation of, the trade. We did not indeed 
ſuppoſe that they would inſtantly and abſolutely ſhut their ports 
againſt the farther introduction of African negroes: no, Sir; we knew 
that they would firſt duly conſider the many weighty and compli. 
cated intereſts that are involved in the queſtion (for example, thoſe 
of tenants for life, leſſees, mortgagees in poſſeſſion, truſtees, and 
others) and make proviſion accordingly ;—but their proceedings, zz 
we hoped and believed, though flow and temperate in their opera. 
tion, would, on that very account, be more ſecure and efficacious in 

the end. 

. As a friend, therefore, to the meaſure which the honourable gen- 
tleman has himſelf ſo long attempted to enforce, wiſhing moſt fine 
cerely that the ſlave trade was ſuppreſſed, but differing from him 
in the mode of effecting its ſuppreſſion, I fupported the motion 
for the addreſs, and a majority of - this Houſe concurred in opinion 
that an application to the Colonial Aſſemblies, under the ſanction and 


authority of the Crown, was the only proper mode of procceding, 


becauſe it was the only mode that could prove effectual. 

Such, Sir, having been the ſentiments and reſolution of this 
Houſe, and His Majeſty having graciouſly aſſented to the meaſure, 
it naturally occurred to me, when I heard the honourable gentleman 
give notice of his intention to bring the ſlave trade again under the 
conſideration of Parliament, that very unpleaſant accounts had been 


received from the Weſt Indies. I was afraid that the Colonial 


Aſſemblies had rejected the interference of this Houſe, and refuled, 
in a very unbecoming and undutiful manner, to pay proper regard 
to His Majeſty's gracious recommendation. I ſuppoſed that the 
honourable gentleman therefore thought himſelf called upon, in ſup- 


port of his own honour and dignity, to attempt to do that for the 


Colonies, which they refuſed to do for themſelves. | 
Now, Sir, what is the fadt? The Houſe has had laid beforc them 
the correſpondence which paſſed between the Secretary of State and 


the Governors of the ſeveral Weſt- India Iſlands, containing the 


reſolutions of the ſeveral Aſſemblies of St. Vincent, Grenada, An- 
tigua, St. Chriſtophers, and Tobago, on this occaſion; and I put 


it to the honourable gentleman's candour, whether, in the ſhort time 
1 chey. have had for deliberation, thoſe Aſſemblies have not done every 


thing that was promiſed * their behalf, or that this Houſe had 4 


** ta.cxpeQ from them ? 1: beg leave, Si 1.104 the, aſx of 
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he Aſſembly of St. Vincent in their own words: The flave laws 
« of this Colony (ſay they) are now under conſideration, and we 
hall moſt readily adopt every meaſure that can be ſuggeſted which 

appears calculated to obviate the cauſes (if any exiſt) that have 
« hitherto "impeded the natural increaſe of the negroes already in 

« the iſland; and we afſure'your Excellency, we ſhall be happy indeed, 
& jf we can deviſe ſuch meuns and regulations that the ſlave trade 
« may be aun diminiſhed, and in time rendered totally unne- 
« ceſſary. 5 | 2”. 

Te ſame; or nearly the fame, is the language of all the other 
iſlands, except Barbadoes and Jamaica. In the former the ſubject 
was under conſideration, and with regard to Jamaica, no official ac- 
counts have been received from thence, fince the Aſſembly met. 
| rave, however, in my hands the Royal Gazette of that iſland, of 
the 1.4th of laſt November, wherein it is aſſerted that a bill was 
then before the Houſe for reſtricting the future importations of Afri- 
can negroes, by a heavy tax on all ſuch as ſhould exceed a certain 
age, This n muſt be R as the firſt ſtep towards a 
gradual abolition.” 

-Sir, after this bai EU OR of the conduct of the Colonial 
Aſſemblies, is it not ſurprizing that the honourable gentleman 
ſhould, in a manner the moſt offenſive to their feelings and preju- 
— ſtill perſiſt in bringing forward a motion for an abrupt prohi- 

of the trade by the Parliament of this country? What muſt 
— planter® infer from ſuch a procedure, but this, either that the 
honourable gentleman is determined that, unleſs the meaſure of abo- 
lition is carried into effect by himſelf only, and upon his own terms, 
it ſhall not be carried at all; or that he has ſome other object in 
view, which he does not think proper, in the preſent ſtage of the bu- 
lineſs, openly to avow. 

That object, Sir, (as the planters ſuſpeR) is nothing lefs than to 
aboliſh, not only the flave trade, but the ſyſtem of ſervitude which 
is eſtabliſhed in the Weſt Indies in conſequence of it. The ho- 
nourable gentleman thinks, perhaps, that the planters have had the 


ſtaff long enough in their own hands, and he now propoſes by one 
compendious ſtroke, to make them change ſituations with their own 
negroes. The wee are to de 8 and the Pane re- 


duced to ſlavery. 
dir, in the torrent of Weed ideas that e half 


the earcty at this juncture, and every where looſen the foundations of 
ſociety, I am indt ſurprized that this wild project ſhould be thought 
of; and in truth we all know that de French dem6cracy, under the 
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_xefarming.agd,, humane adminiſtration of Briſſot and Roberfpierre, 
have adopted and attempted to carry it into execution. I confeſs, 
hovexer. that I mould not have ſuſpected the honourable gentleman 
« Fas am great admirer of French politics or French principles. Per. 
3 haps he gonſiders their proceedings in emaneipating the ſlaves, as an 

exception to their general conduct. If ſo, I can ſatisfy him that 
he is groſsly miſtaken; and. that the only plea! which can be oſ. 
: feed, for their proceedings in this caſe, as n Seu is that of 
_ downright: inſanity. ' 

For what elſe, Sir, but ewe noble think! a race of ignorant 
ſavages, fit for; the complicated relations of civil ſociety, without 
ſome ſort of previous inftruQtion ? Accordingly moſt of the French 
negtoes that availed themſelves of the offer of freedom in the South 
Part of. St. Domingo, immediately fled to the mountains, where ther 


vill form hordes of Charibes; and from thence pour down upon 


the White ſettlers. In Guadaloupe, where they have no ſuch places 
of. xetzeat, the. negroes were compelled to enliſt as ſoldiers; but not 
"finding. this ſample of French. freedom to their taſte, they have ge- 
.nerally requeſted that the antient ſyſtem may he reſtored. In ſome 
caſes-this has been done. In others, the poor wretches, not making 
good fotdiers,, have ſuffered military execution, and been e 
ak by ſeores, as an example to the reſt. 
Sir,, I am aware that the honourable ola; — as 
*. bgnified that his ſcheme of abolition has nothing to do 
With he actual condition of the negroes at preſent in the Britiſh 
Welt Indies. He has declared that his plan is merely; to ſtop the 
facther influx of, faves from Africa, . conceiving that, by this mes. 
lune, the. planters will be induced to huſband their preſent ſtock, and 
by promoting their natural increaſe, render farther importations un- 
neceſſary. That ſuch are his oſtenſible motives Ido admit ; but 


of this I AM, certain, that if the principle of his propoſed abolition | 


bill be the ſame as that of the bill which, be brought into this 
Houſe two years ago, it will, go much farther, than he pretends; or, 
perhaps, is aware of. Sir, Aren preamble of that bill ſtates in ex- 
= words. the flaye trade t to be contrary to. juſtice, ang/huma: 
* nity: Now, Sir, if diſregarding all oonſiderations of expediene), 
me. adopt. this, and this only, as Ihe Principle of, abalitieu, I do main- 
tain, that it applies as forcibly to exiſting, ſlavery, as ta the; fave 
trade itſelf g. £ vx, if, the negroes row in the plantations were crigi- 
vally- redvced by inhpmanity and violence to cheir preſent; conditions 


it is my. equally inhuman. and unjuſt that they ſhould becom 


| 3 to continue in that condition a moment longer. 
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J know not, Sir, in what. manner the honourable gentle- 
man can extricate himſelf from this. dilemma, unleſs he admits 
that he has hitherto-, been groſsly deceived as to the condition 
and treatment of the negroes in the Britiſh Weſt Indies, and 
that no change in their ſituation is neceſſary. I bluſh for the 
honourable gentleman more than for the objects of his defa- 
mation, when 1 hear him quote two or three ſolitary inſtances 
of improper treatment of the negroes in a fingle iſland, and 
qwell on them as. a juſt repreſentation of the general behaviour 
of the planters throughout all the Weſt Indies. But, Sir, the 
caſes themſelves prove nothing. The trial of Jordan, if I 
miſtake not, happened before the St. Chriſtopher's act of 'Af- 
ſembly took place. How then can the honourable gentleman blame 
the Judges for not enforcing a law which was not in exiſtence at the 
time the offence was committed ? Be this, however as it may, it 
is certain that every court of criminal juriſdiction in. the King's do- 
minions, muſt neceſſarily poſſeſs authority to mitigate puniſhment, 
whenever favourable circumſtances ſhall-induce them to exerciſe it; 
and the fair concluſion is, that ſuch circumſtances did occur in 1 all 
the caſes quoted by the honourable gentleman. In the laſt of thofe 
caſes (that of Herbert) the obje& of the man's cruelty was his own - 
mulatto child, and the man was univerſally believed to be inſane. 
Similar paroxyſms of madneſs and ungoverned violence and paſſion | 
happen in every. country under the ſun. They are among the frailties 
and inſirmities of our common nature. Even in this happy land of 
meckneſs, civilization and chriſtianity, there are found wretchies w 
no laws, nor dread of puniſhment, can reſtrain from commirting cheh, 
moſt horrid acts of revenge and cruelty. Some years ago a woman 
named Brownrig and her daughter were convicted of murdering an 
apprentice child in London with eireumſtanees of moſt dreadful 
barbarity. God forbid, that the character of the whole nation 
ſhould be eſtimated from inſtances like theſe ! 

With regard, Sir, to the mode in which the ſlave trade i is con- 
duced in Africa, and the effect which it produces on the natives there, 
I certainly did think that this conſtituted the ſtrong part! of the caſe, 2 
in the plea for immediate abolition. T did, for a long time, concur 
vith the honourable gentleman in opinion, that the Atrican nations 
vero involved in perpetual wars by the inſtigation of this traffic ; 
and I made but little account of the obj ection that their chiefrains 
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WqJ..5 
—— felling hem tothe! Europeans; been f conſidered thit 
thete waullf be no wars, When there was ns trade : but, Sir, the 
veil hielt has long concealed* the interior of Africa” from our view 
is dow fende. To the great advances in gtogriphical knowledge 
| which fo honourably diſtinguiſhed the' preſent reign, muſt be added 
the diſcoveries which have been recently made jn that immenſe 
eontigent, under the ſanction of the Atrican aſſodiation. A mil. 
Konary fent by them three years ago to explore the interior countiy 
by way of the Gambia, is juſt returned from thence, after having 
penetrated fifteen hundred miles towards the Eaſt, and viſited nations 
and Kingdoms unknown even by name to the Geographers of 
Europe. With this enterprizing traveller (Mr. Mungo Park) I have 
had much 'coriverfation ; "and the minutes of his journey are now 
in my poſſeſſion. © He gives an acoount of the natives very differen 
from that of the honourable gentleman. He found the whole body 
Sf the people i in all parts of Africa in the congition of abſolute flavery, 
and the 6 antry itſelf every where divided into wk org ing tes, which 
are perpetually engaged in wars with each other. That many of 
- theſe wars ariſe from cauſes to which the flave trade can no way 
contribute, Mr. Park aſſerts of hie own knowledge, - In proof of 
| "this, he Tefates an inſtance which came under his own obſervation, 

Sn alter he had paſſed through a kingdom called Kofſin, the king 
"bf that country died; and the ſucceſſion" being diſputed: by bis tud 
nb, the yeutſgeſt prevailed, and drove his elder brother from tte 
-country: He fled tõ 2 territory called Kaurtu, where Mr. Park 
men was; and being purſued thither, the Kaartans took up arm. 
Ini this Voten ſereral towns were deſtroyed, apd ia vaſt nuinber ef 
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a1. iſoners thikefi on both ſides ; 9 and now, Sir, we ſhalt diſcover what 
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ine ſla be trade produced. The king of Karta made 2 
- > @iiſtant ptaQice ts put all'his male captives to:death; He bade 
labem to bebrovght before him, and had their throats cut in his pre- 
dence. On the other hand, the king of Kaſſon having received in- 
Formation f the French tradets on the” Senegal river, ſpared thelive 
"ef the -captives/inade on His part, and ſent thenn"thither for ſak. 
On tis occaſion; at leut, the dave trade-promered the cauſe of hi 
© manity 3 5 borijt can hard de dbubted that the king of Kaſſon's!pri 

ben would have ſhared i Tame fate as the others; if avarice had i 
viiled over teyenge in the mid of cher favage' king. I won be 
8 a, , by gontlenic be make no diflinAion between! cid 
eg aut lige ha the Ln ab Gs halt no richt 


. 3 tie! 
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the laws of nature to ſell his pied e, that the pur- 
chaſers had no right to reduce men to ſlavery, for having redremed 
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them: from death. Sir, I am not now diſputing about abſtract pro- 


poſitions; L am ſtating an inſtance. of practical and poſitive, good 
reſulting: Fram. the. ſlave trade. The priſoners of. which Jam 


ſpeaking were in the condition of abſolute ſlavery in their own 
country, before they were led to war ; and if the queſtion had after- 


wards been put to them, whether they would conſent to go to the 


Weſt Indies in milder ſervitude than that to which they had been 

accuſtomed, or have thein throats: eũt in their own wende believe 

W er not ha ye heſitated in giving anſ wer. 
It is needleſs, Mr. Speaker, to purſue this argument any 85 


My far TI haye no intention to fatigue the Houſe by repeating what. 


has been diſcuſſed: A thouſand. times da in Fayliament, and from 


ae e this: night, ak was repeatedly * by the right 
honotitable gentleman oppoſite (Mr. Pitt) on former ogcaſions, to 


which an anſwer is neceſſary. It is ſaid “ that the, my apy 


in our plantarions are in number abundantly ſufficient 1 to 

proſcat cultivation, and it is therefore. goncluded, that if K plan- 
ten were (as they dught to be) ſatisfied with, ;their actual poſſeſſons, 
and. would relinquiſh the fond. ambition of ſettling new eſtates, no 
farther: imporiations from Africa. would, be Wanted; the preſent an- 
mul deereaſe in their ſlaves being wholly owing. to their o n. miſ- 


conduct! Sir, without obſerving how aukwardly, this Seine | 


cafhes ftom the Miniſtet, at the very moment that Me is exhauſting 

the lives and treaſures of the nation jn the acquiſition of new derrir 
tories:in the ſame part of the world, I. ſhall content myſelf by c - 
dently: denying ib face. . No man who has a local knowledge. of the 
Weſt Indies would. maintain it for a moment. I wiltingt, indeed, 

affitm-Giat an eſtate cannot be found, here and there; in every one 

of the ſugar iſlands, on which the Negroes are kept up by natural 
increaſe-z ſame . plantations. are. certainly in more favourable, cir- 
-cutnſtances. ian athers-; but ſpeaking of all the iſlands collee- 


 thelyy and ;Jamaice: particularly, :.I - maintain, that, it sis utterly 


impoſſible the preſent exiſting black population ean he ſupported 

without freſh recruits from Afriea Sir, the impoxtations into 

Jamaica for: ine laſt wenty , Tear have been five males: to three 

ewas. _Withyfoeh diſproportion in the ſexes, added to the 

practice. of polxgaimy, common td all the Aﬀgican, 2Hations, | it,;is 

bag dp rab: faut * impate lane! o kfb * 
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the preſent untiual devreafe.” Ates impoſble, in-thematare of thing, 

that a decreaſe, on the whole, ſhould not happen under fach circum. 

ſtances. The beſt and only way to reinedy the evil, is to admit 

a limited importation, and by a judicious ſyſtem of taxation, corred 

the dſproportion in the ſexes in future, diminiſhing the-importations 

a by degrets. The trade in ſuch caſe will terminate of citfelf ina 
| * few years; and the planters will provide accordingly. In the 
mean while, exertions ſhould be made to reform the-manners of the 
preſent race of negroes, and improve the minds of the rifing gene- 
ration. By a ſyſtem of this kind, they will progreſſively be weaned 
from their preſent licentious habits of life, and be taught to diſcard 
many barbarous ſuperſtitions unfriendly to population. All this 
may certainly be done; and 1 rejoice to ſay, that many of the Colo. 
nial Aﬀemblies (whoſe province it is) are now deviſing; regulations 
for this purpoſe. This, Sir, is to do real and ſubſtantial good, both 
towards the planters and the _—_ LS. Sung! elle is imprac- 
ticable mockery. 

1: Suppoling, however, for 4 moment, thas'i ir were really poſſible 
- Fraintain the preſent ſtock of negroes without farther importations, 
and that the preſent cultivation in the ſeveral iſſands oould be 2 

 Mitionaryjas the right honourable gentleman (Mr. Pitt) contends, 1 

would then ae the right honourable gentleman what is io be done 
with the preſent uncultivated territory in St. Vincent and Jamaica ? 
Are the Charibe lands to continue in their preſent deſerted and neg- 
lecded ſtate, that new hordes of ſavage enemies may find ſhelter there 

Ae frelki armics'of Maroons to be raiſed up in the wilderneſſes of 

Jamaica? /Fheſe ate ſerious queſtions, Sir, which the right ho- 

nourable gentleman would do well to conſider before he preſcribes 

limits to dulttvation in thoſe iflands, by mn al en 

. 84 of land, as I am told is intended.“ 

Sir, I have only one obſervation more with Aich to dk the 

Houſe, :and'itirelates'to the juncture in which-the preſent motion'is 

-xevived: and brought forward. The time, Sir, in Which we live 
will conſtitute an awful period id the hiſtory of the world; for 2 
ſpirit of ſubverſion is gone forth, which ſets at nought the wiſdom of 

dur unceſtors and the leſſons of experience. Thoſe ranks and gra- 
dation whicti conſtitute the ſtrength and the ornament of ſociety are 
(every. where broken down; and the loweſt, the baſeſt and moſt ig- 
-norant of mankind, are raid to a level weich the greateſt, the mall 

- {virtupis;! and the moſt enlightened. In ſuch à conjuncture, 
che honourable-gentleman comes forward, and propoſes meaſures 
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| which e will mite the Randavd of care in 


the Weſt - India Iſlands. He tells the poor innocent Negroes, that 
they were unjuſtly and inhumanly brought into eee 
dition, and of cburſe that they have nothing; to do but to murder 
their maſters, and plant the tree of liberty on their graves. 
Sir, it is a tree whoſe roots are ſteeped in blood, and whoſe 
branches drop poi ſon. The planters, I admit, are an inſiguificant 
body, and may eaſily be cruſhed ; but I will tell the honourable. 
gentle man, that if he proceeds be- will raiſe a conſuming. fire, 
which will not be extinguiſhed until both claſſes are extermi- 
nated. That there are fanaticks in this kingdom (I do not 
fay! in this Houſe) on whom theſe conſiderations will have no 
effect, 1 do believe; but I think better of the honourable gentle» 
man, and truſt, that when he finds his motion rejected, he will 
222 the Houſe, gy Wa "Gunn mp 
Mr. WILBERFORCE roſe to 9 He faidithe an 
able gentleman (Mr. Edwards) had inſiſted that the caſes: of eruelty 
which he had addueed had not taken place after the act had paſſed, 
but before the paſſing of it, and at a period when without any: ſuch 
ad being in; foree, eruelties of that nature had been puniſhed. To 
this, however, he could confidently reply, that what he had advanced 
was ſtubborn matter of fact; in proof of which he read; the records 
of the Court and the words of the act ĩtſelf. From theſe) records it 
appeared that the act for preventing and puniſhing the mutlating 
the limbs, &e. of negro flaves, had paſſed on December 18, 1783, 
and that the inſtances. of eruelty which he bad exemplified, had 
been committed during the month of June 1 78.4; poſterior: to the 
pifling of the faid at. The other inſtance, that of a maſter out- 
ting the mouth of a child, from ear to ear, was equally! caſy to he 
a Wich reſpect to this inſtance, the honourable gentle - 
nc had ſet up a plea, that the perſon who, committed it, was kno | 
to 2 labouring under mental derangement at thę timt it Was per- 
petrated. Of this, however, there appeared no proof : no allega- 
tion of inſanity had ever been brought againſt him, or pleaded in his 
favour. Even the verdict of the Jury who ſat on his trial, proved 
that no ſuch ;plea was ever ſet up in his defence; for if the Jury had 
eonſidered him as inſane, they would not have brought him in 
wilty, at all, a8 in fact they had done, but they would unqueſ- 
tionably have acquitted him; for every one knew, that inſanity, if 
 Allnitted: at all was a uſficient ground for TEL 1 10d d 
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Mr. BRYAN EDWARDS admitted that he had made x a mil 
Was: to the preeiſe date of the act: but as che papers which he 


ſpoke from were in the hands of every gentleman, it was not 


probable: that he deliberately intended to impoſe upon the Houſe. 
As to the ſtate of mental alienation with which he ſaid the maſter 
of the child had been afflicted, it was notorious to all the- country, 
and to che Judges and Jury who fat on his trial, —_ no allegation 


| ob: inſatũty had been ſpecifically brought againſt him. 


Mr. CANNING ſaid, that if there ever hung any doubt or ki 
Raste upon his mind with regard to the propriety of the vote which 
he ſhould give on the preſent queſtion, that doubt, or that heſitation 
was now: completely done away, and his opinion on the ſubject was 
now fully confirmed by the ſpeech he had heard, (that of Mr. B. 
Edwards.) Indeed as far as he had turned his attention to the nature 
of the ſlave trade, he had uniformly'been convinced 'of the beneficial 
effects that muſt reſult from its abolition. - The ſame feritiments 
which prevailed on this ſubjeR in his breaſt, muſt likewiſe, he be- 
lieved, ſay: the feelings of every youthful mind whoſe ſenſibility re- 
mained unblunted; but were he to look for the real ſentiments of 
thoſe who countenanced this trade in the ſpeeches they delivered in 
its ſupport, he muſt, however reluctantly, regard them as the effu- 
ſions of a heart very differently organized. This obſer vation, it 
was not his intention to apply to the honburable gentleman. 


| The ſentiments which he reprobated, had been exproſſed in this 


Houſe before that honourable gentleman had a ſeat in it; and of 


his humanity he could not be ſuſpected to ſpeak diſadvantageouſſy, 


as there appeared in his various writings, which did equal honour to 
his head and heart, frequent and forcible ſentiments of the moſt te · 
fined: humanity. In his ſpeech however, of this night, it was with: 
ſorrow he perceived that this ſentiment was fur from being predo- 
niindnt. In this ſpeech the honourable gentle man had laid down tuo 
propoſitions which he (Mr. Canning) was very anxious ſhould be m“! 
nutely attended to, and clearly underſtood by the Houſe; for if there 
were: thoſe ho entertained any doubt reſpecting the propriety of an 
immediate abolition of the flave trade; ſuch would du well to con- 


ſider whether by aceeding to theſe propoſitions, they were not going 
to vote nothing ſhort of a complete perpetuity! of that trade. And, 


indeed, what was the drift of theſe ptopoſitiona? Did they not 


hold ut to us, that as long as there was a market for ſlaues, there 
would: be found buyers; that as long as Africa would furniſn ne- 


grydes, there would not be wanting other countries 40 purchaſe: them.' 


Not only has the honourable gentleman enplained how this as the 
dig o ,mEnO09 od ao Hadtin of fg mighty ns at bmg 
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caſe g but depp, plaid, and infified wh kd 
be the eaſe. This he explained and enforced by papers which ap- 
to be almoſt; cxcluſively in his own poſſeſſion, and from 
which he drew a very pathetie picture of the interior of Africa; 
which, though it bore no little appearanoe of being overcharged; 
eauld- not, - however, fail of being powerfully affecting. He there 
holds out to our indignation, the wanton: cruelty of ſoine African 
Prinde, wbo, after the gaining of a battle, deliberately, and in cold 
blood, iſſued an order for cutting the throats of all the captives. 
This ſpecimen. of the eruelties to which the miſcrable Africans were 
expoſed, was ſeemingly, in the opinion of the honourable gentleman, 
ſome apology for the continuance of the ſlave trade; and, under that 
perſuaſion, he, with an air of impreſſive and emphatic triumph, put 


this queſtion ta the Houſe, whether, placing themfelves in the con- 


dition of that unfortunate people, they would not prefer being ' ſent 
to the Welt- Indies, to having their throats thus barbarouſly cut at 
home? However forcible the honourable gentleman migtit think 


held out, he muſt, at leaſt, confeſs to be rather generale d Holt 

* And for my part, (continued Mr. Canning) were the en 
put home to me Whether I would finiſh my being in my native 
land, ur be ſent in ſlavery to the Weſt Indies, whete T might, at the 
cual enprice of a tyrant maſter, be ignominiouſly maimed and mĩſ- 


ably mangled where my ears might be cropped, and my limbs mu- 


tilated : ſo 'that.this:mercileſs maſter, for his inhuman ſport, ſhould 
pay a fine! of gool. Much rather, I ſay, would I periſn at home, 
and that inthe ſhocking manner ſo ſtrongly deſeribed by the honour- 
able. gentleman; than yield up my Hbertys; _ 1 w_ Pn 0 
ſuch eruel and outtagedus indignities.”” Wb (6 070 
Neither could he eafily perceive the Gita of the; Winke whit 
this picture was introduced to illuſtrate; for did the honourable 
gentle man intend to affert, that when the er of the ſexes was 
equalized among the negroes in the Weſt Indies, that the King of 
Kaſſon would eeaſe to indulge in this atrocious operation? And 
did not this mode of reaſoning go equally to prove that what was! 
non n ell Would be always well, and that this argument mignit be 


braugbt in Juſtification' of the ſiave trade, both now ard after the 


alluded ad? This was in- his mipd, an attempt to juſtify the 
inuance of this abominable traffic, even after its ſuppoſed ricceſs: 


fry ſhould'cenſe 40 exiſt. Nothing could be mbite foreign to ir 
inclination than any deſire to plac the aiguments of the hom rab 


gentleman i in an unfair light ; he wiſhed, on the contrary, to gize 


them all the force of 8 they were ſuſceptible ; becauſe, by his 


this appeal to the feelings of the Houſe, the ſpecies: of argument it 
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endedvout; ib Wesel voceſsful, to away that a "apparent it 
= the Borte. he müſt 10 the conſequences 110 af 9 0 
his honourable friend be unfortunately loſt. But next to the ar. 
* went, that there was greater cruelty in leaving the Africans at 
C ne, than in ſending t them to the eſt lies "the honourable 
entleman| proceeded to urge another, hamely, t ee of con- 
nuing the flave trade as long as there remained uncultivated lands 
In our. Weſt-India Iſlands, and the impropricty, of fo Much as dif- 
2 ; the queſtion of its abolition, until this obje had deen ac 
Sabel He could not pretend to ſtrengthen what. Ke had to 
W erve, by ſpe ſpeaking from any local knowledge ; but he had learnt 
From the gt undoubted authority that a third "of the lands in the 
Mands fill remain uncultivated., He muſt enireat the Houſe 1 to 
3 and beg to confider if 1 it has taken ſuch a 1 of time 
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3 But gentlemen, WO __ view the 8 in. "the. Lbt i io 

Sch he law it, could not hefitate for a moment. about the vote 
they ſhould give, eſpecially if they duly. attended. to the fe. in 

| it was argued by the Coryphæus of the Welt 1 ndies; 3 

Tor it was 3 1 E by him, that the ſlave trade 
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ſerve all the. credit * veracity, which was claimed, for him. It 
"might be fer ed, however, that Mr. Parke, in penetrating into 
Africa, had gone firſt, for many hundred miles, by water, up the 
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Tiver Gambia; and therefore, had not, perhaps, much opportunity 
of making inquities, near the coaſt, concerning the nature of the 


flave trade. The perſons on the river to whom he had been i in- 
troduced, and who would be his chief ſources of information, were 
themſelves ſlaye traders; and, as to his intelligence reſpecting the 
remote regions in the interior, Mr Thornton faid, that as the ho- 
nourable gentleman oppoſite to him had declared that the natives 
there had never heard of the ſlave trade, the information reſpecting 
the manner of: procuring ſlaves was of little moment one wa 

the other. Certain it was, however, that nothing ſtated by Mr. 


Parke could, diſprove the poſitive evidence adduced from other | 


quarters. * 


"Mr. Thornton then ſaid, that while he paid all due reſpe&t to 


the teſtimony of Mr. Parke, he muſt beg, leave. to claim a like de- 
gree of credit for the perſon whoſe information he was about to 
fate (Mr. Macaulay), the preſent Governor of Sierra Leone : that 
geneleman Rad been raiſed to this fituation, on account of the great 
accuracy which he had ſhown, in conjunction with other good qua- 
lies, and the general reſpectability of his character.. 

Mr. Thornton then read the following paſſages from Fenn 
Macaulay's journal, reſpecting the manner of procuring, flaves in 
the Mandingo country, into a part of which Mr. Parke had tra- 
velled, and where the honourable gentleman (Mr. Edwards) had 
ſeemed to aſſume that there were no cnormities :—** T'wo chiefs, 
from the neareſt towns to Freetown, dined with me to-day : they 
both allowed the frequeney of kidnapping among the. ;Suſces and 
Mandingoes: one of them had been an eyc-witneſs of it.” And 
Again, The miſtreſs of a large town in the Mandingo country lag 
been in the ſettlement two or three da ys. We talked much 


the fave trade. She faid ſhe diffiked it; for it kept her ig = | 
. ant terror, fir nce ſhe never knew, when ſhe lay dawn, at 


whether ſhe ' might not be aſſaſſinated before the morning. — 


es," hre day, Mr. 1 writes, « n the Mg 


e or even of the a village.” 
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for on it, in his opinion, the whole queſtion ought to turn. 
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either ſhut them vp, or endeavour to keep them within their eye 
until the morning.” —<< It is ſtipulated in thoſe parts, between the 


la ve traders and kidnappers, that none of the natives around ſhall 
be admitted to a fight of the ſlaves, who are uſunlly conveyed away 


dy the craft in the night, the barter of them having been made in 


the night time alſo. I have converſed with many natives, as well 


as traders, on this ſubject, and they have, every one of them, con- 
-firmed the above account.” 


Mr. Thornton added, that, being unwilling to take up the time 


| * the Houſe, he would not go into the detail of evidence, reſped- 


« ing other parts, which he could give from the ſame valuable manu- 
ſoript, the journal of Mr. Macaulay. He then obſerved, that Mr. 
Watt, formerly chief manager on the eſtate of Mr. Roſe in Do- 

minica, who had gone out to Africa in the Sierra Leone Company's 

ſervice, earry ing with him many Weſt- Indian prejudices, had been 
converted, by the ſcenes he had witneſſed, to the opinion, that ſlaves 

2 were unjuſtly procured on the coaſt; while the honourable gentle- 

man (Mr. Edwards), who once had fully allowed the truth of his 

honourable friend (Mr. Wilberforce's) ſtatement of the manner of 
procuring flaves, ſeemed now, in ſome meaſure, to have adopted a 
contrary opinion. Mr. Thornton expreſſed an . earneſt wiſh that 
the attention of the Houſe could be fixed on this part of the ſ abject 

If, in 

the firſt inſtance, the ſlaves were obtained by means which it was 

impoſſible to juſtify, the trade, on this ground alone, ought un- 
doubtedly to be aboliſhed. The gentlemen in the Weſt Indies, 

:however, overlooked this part of the buſineſs. The Aſſembly of 
Jamaica, in their reports printed among the evidence taken before 
the Privy Council, ſcarcely adverted to this grand argument for the 

abolition, Scarcely did they appear to know that the Britiſh Par- 

diament reckoned the unjuſt and cruel manner of procuripg the flaves 
among the circumftances which mainly influenced their former 
vote. The Aſſembly ſpoke of the intolerable hardſhips of the 
middle paſſage, of the conſequent mortality of the ſlaves on board 


and in the Weſt Indies, with the evils incident to the ſlave ſyſtem 


in thoſe iſlands ; but faid little or nothing of the original iniquities 


Practiſed in N getting N of _ 2% UE on the vial of 
are 


Mr. omen next 3 to: Aeſeribe the b Gwen hich 


8 s the ſlave market wars, erimes, debts, and kidnapping: 
Abundant evidence had been furniſhed at Sierra Leone, that wars 


were both promoted and prolonged by this traffic. The priſoners 
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: cauſe. of war, and tended to prolong every war whatever which had 
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it. And the war itſelf, even when other cauſes were pretended, was 
often undertaken purely for the ſake of making ſlaves. In the 
Teembo country, into which Mr. Watt and other ſervants of the 
Company had penetrated, it was acknowledged by a native chief, 


that though the Mahometan religion was the pretence for war, want 


of ſlaves to ſell was the true motive. There alſo, the - priſoners 
taken, when too old for the market, were actually put to death. 
The honourable gentleman (Mr. Edwards) had ſaid, that the abo- 
lition of the flave trade would cauſe many Africans to be murdered, 
fince there would be no fale for the priſoners of war: but, -on the 
contrary, it appeared that, in that country, the ſlave trade not only 
produced the war itſelf, but was chargeable alſo with the deaths of 
all the unſaleable part of the priſoners taken. The tables, there- 
fore, were compleatly turned on the honourable gentleman, and the 
argument for ſaving lives operated the contrary way. The ſervants 
of the Sierra Leone Company had taken pains to learn, as generally 
as poſſible, what would be done with the unmarketable flaves, in 
caſe the trade ſhould be aboliſhed ; and, as far as their information 
went, there was no danger of their being put to death. Many 


ſuſpenſions of the ſlave trade had been occafioned by European wars 


and other cauſes, and then no ſlaves had been put to death. In 
ſome caſes. it had been expreſsly ſtated, that the ſlaves on hand at 
the time of ſuch ſuſpenſions had been ſet to work. Mr. Thornton 


faid, he by no means ſuppoſed the ſlave trade to be the only ſource 


of war in Africa. Undoubtedly the: ſame. general cauſes of war 
operated in Africa as elſewhere—even more. cauſes than in many 
other countries (excluſive of the ſlave wars) owing to greater barba- 
Tiſm and want of civilization. What he-aflerted was, that the ſlave 
trade increaſed: that barbariſm, and totally obſtructed all attempts at 
civilization; and farther, that it was, in many inſtances; a direct 
deen once begun. pin. do 5 n SA pom 
On the ſubject of ſlaves ſold for crimes, ſaid to have been com- 


mitted, Mr. Thornton obſerved, that as far as information from 
Sierra Leone went, not one appeared to have been convicted with 


even the ſemblance of juſtice. Tho crimes of which they were 
commonly accuſed were witchcraft and adultery. Witcheraft was 
charged on ſome one or other at the death of almoſt every chief. 
The accuſed was obliged to drink the red water; a: poiſonous mix- 
ture ſo called. If he died, his relations were often ſold for ſlaves. 
If the wretch ſurvived: and exhibited certain ſymptoms, he was him- 
ſelf ſold. There were · inſtances in Africa of Engliſh ſlave traders 


encoutaging/this ĩniquitous and ſuperſſitious mode of trial. He had 
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which on theſe eccafions: took place. The perfons ſold for adultery, 
of vom he had heard, had been always ſold, without any open 
trial; bx che Duſtand, who added as accuſer; and judge and jury, 
wan often the ſole witneſs in the . and nn got 1 voy 
profit, af the ſale. | Int 


ae 4. ifer aches; Mrs Pamela the 


patticular attention of the Houſe. | He once had imagined, that 
this was among the modes of procuring ſlaves which was the leaſt 


te be condemned but a farther acquaintance with Africa had led 
him to a perſuaſion, that, perhaps, there was nn ſource of the ſlave 
trade vieh more ftrikingly illuſtrated the enormity: of the whole 


| ſyſtem, When a ſhip arrived on the coaſt, it was obvious that the 


great object of the Captain was to get her quickly loaded. The 
detention of every veſſel was expenſive, and it was particularly fo 


in the eaſe of a ſlave ſhip. The cargo conſiſted of living beings; 


hom it was ſome expence to ſupport, and among whom the dan - 
ger of mortality ĩnereaſed, in proportion to the time of their remain- 
ing on board. Every Captain, therefore, in eſtimating the merits 


of a ſlave factor on the coaſt, eonſidered chĩeſly the time in which 


he could diſpatch a veſſel. Large eredits were given, with a view 


to ubtain a quick loading; and there was no great riſk run in 


vin tliis- liberat: credit; for, by the cuſtom of Africa, if the 
dehtor did not pay his debt, his perſon, and even the people of his 
tan might be ſeied untiꝭ the value of the perſons ſo taken ſhould 
be-equal*to:the amount: of the debt. On this principle,: the richer 
trader e the coaſt: kept the inferior head men in ſubjection. They 
diſtributeu goods among them; and, in caſe of an urgent demand 
from a laue captain, they ſeine; or — 
headmens who; in; their turn, ſeized upon the people under them! 
On che fame: principle, the Engliſh - ſlave - captains: themſelves 
. both; — ores of every de- 
ſcription. + 


Mr. Thornton hereatvetted-to et diene baeweys the effeQs 


of; the fair-commerce- carried on in this countty, and thoſe which 
reſult from the ſlave trade in Africa. If a merchant or manufae- 


turer in: this country proſpered, every addition made to his capital 
was an addition alſo to tha ſtock of public- wealtk; jt ſerved to in- 


_ ertaſe the productive induſtry of the kingdom, being laid out in the 
farther improvement of the ſoil, or in erecting new machinery, or in 


ſetting freſli hands to work ; ĩt added to tlie riches; to the ſtrength) 
and to the population of the country, and oonſoquently to the general 
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were reverſed. Mr. Thornton exemplified this ſtatertierit- 


by the conduct of an African, named Cleveland, who, having been 
taught to read and write in Liverpool, became, on his return to 
This man, having at firſt but 4 
{mall capital, ſettled himſelf on the fruitful iſland of Bananas, 4 


Africa, a very expert ſlave trader. 


little ſouth of Sierra Leone, and which the Company once doubted 


whether they ought not to prefer to their preſent ſettlement. © As 
Cleveland advanced in wealth, he diſtributed it among the neigh- 


bouring chiefs, whom by this means he took care to keep always in 


his debt. If, for inſtance in one year, he added a hundred pounds 
to his capital. he lent that money, or goods to that amount, to ſome 
chief whom he thus brought into his ſubjection, gaining a right over 
him and all the people in his town : if he got a ſecond hundred 

pounds, he could ſubjugate another town; if a third hundred, 2 
third town eould be enſlaved and depopulated. It was perfectly 
notorious on that part of the coaſt, that Mr. Cleveland, preciſely in 


this manner, had depopulated town after town, on the river Sherbro, 


by means of the debts which he had tempted all the chiefs to con- 
tract with him. The Company's ſervants had been in three or 
four towns, now only empty houſes, which he had thus depopulated 
and all this had been done in regular conformity with the efta<- 
bliſned cuſtoms of Africa; for Mr. Cleveland, he begged the Houſe 
to obſerve, was by no means a man of bad character. His memory, 
though it was ſuſpected that he had been poiſoned, was held in 
reverence by moſt of the traders : he had even been termed a good 
man, and a man of humanity,” becauſe he made it a rule never to 
* catch? 
firſt eſtabliſhed: his right, by bringing the head man into his debt. 
Thus had Mr. Cleveland's proſperity produoed poverty, and wenke 
neſs and devaſtation in his country; inſtead of extending induſtry 
and population; and national wealth and ſtrength, the uſual happy 
conſequences of individual ptoſperity i in England. 

Of ſlaves procured by kidnapping, Mr. Thornton aid, that va- 
rious- proofs: might be brought, and many actual inſtances had oc 
curred\at- Sierra Leone. It was obvious, indeed, that” the practiee 
of ſeizing for debts; whieli he had ſo fully deſeribed, muſt of neveſ- 


ty lead to kidnapping; for when any man was in danger of being 


ſeized, or actually was ſeized; for debt, he or his relations were likely 


o go out and kidnap ſome other perſon, in order to redeem the cap: 
tive, or to ſave himſelf from captivity. 
Africa were often · little elſe than 


* = 


the inhabitants of a town, as many did, without having 


Indeed the petty wars in 
kidnapping expeditions.” Wert 
Mr, Matt and another ſervant of the Company had a 
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three hundred miles into the country, they were applied to for the 
recovery of ſeveral perſons miſſing, and who were believed to * 
been kidnapped, on their way down to the ecaſ t. 

Mr. Thornton truſted that he had ſaid enough to ſhew, . the 
common ſources of the ſlade trade were all of them ſuch as ſhrunk 
from inquiry: and he aſſured the Houſe, that of all the unhappy 
people who had been taken as ſlaves from the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Sierra Leone, amounting, he ſhould think, to twenty or 
thirty, he had never been able to learn that one had been ſold on 
any thing like a ground of juſtice. e had made repeated inquiries 
on this point ; had been anxious to obtain the faireſt information, 
and had received from unexceptionable authority the particulars of 

many caſes ; but every one of them were reducible to ſome of the 

corrupt ſources which he had deſcribed. Gentlemen might ſuppoſe 
that the ſlaves who came farther from the interior were Acquired 
more honeſtly than thoſe on the coaft but there could be no 
ground for ſuch an aſſumption. The fair and obvious preſumption 
undoubtedly was, that all the u were nn wh means Naur 
nearly ſimilar. 

Mr. Thornton then * of the powerful les to Grin. 
og which the. ſlave trade, in various ways, Preſented: It was 
obvious that, while there were factories who would take either ſlaves 
or produce from the natives who brought them down to the coaſt, 
no factory which purchaſed produce alone (as was the practice of the 
Sierra Leone Company's factories) could. have a fair chance of ſuc- 
ceſs. . The native traders who brought both articles, which moſt of 
them were apt to do, would go to the factory where they could fell 
all their articles, and not to that where they could only diſpoſe of a 
part. Add to this, that the profits on ſlaves was often very great. The 
Sierra Leone Company, therefore, had had to contend with the ſlave 
traders on very unequal terms; nor in truth could they hope to ſue- 
ceed; as they had a fair title to do, till the ſlave trade ſhould be 
aboliſned. The Company had attempted to introduee a trade in 
produce with the remote Foulah country, of which he had before 
ſpoken, and to which Mr. Watt and another gentleman had pene- 

trated. . The King had ſhown a great diſpoſition to abolith the 
| ſlave trade, and to deal with the Company in produce. That whole 
inland country had proved to be much more civilized than the coaſt. 
The people were, employed in ſeveral manufaRyres; the children 
were zegularly taught to read and write; and one of the towns 
viſited by the gentlemen contained about five thouſand, and another 
about ſeven thouſand inhabitants; whereas not a tomn of even five 
hundred any where remained on the Sierra Leone ooaſt. The 
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Company had eſtabliſhed a factory at the head of a river, and a 
trade in produce was about to commence when the neighbouring 
ſlave traders called a palaver, or council, ſummoning ſeveraF of the 
native chiefs. "Their object was to drive away the Company's fac- 
tory, whether by ſeizing the goods, or doing violence to the factors, 
or both, did not clearly appear. It was more certainly known that 
the Engliſh ſlave traders were over- ruled by the native'chiefs, who 
voted,” that the Company's factory ſhould remain; for that the 
Company were not, as they had inn repreſented to be, the invaders 
of rights and property, and the -fomenters of every miſchief in 
Africa. In a ſhort time after this tranſaQion, a party of Foulahs, 
in coming down to trade with the factory, were fired at from the 
thickets, and one of their number killed. In conſequence of this, 


though partly alſo from a war which had broken out, the paths had 


been ſtopped. - This act of violence could not, indeed, be traced, 
with-poſitive certainty to the ſlave traders. - It had lately, however, 
been pretty well aſcertained, that the perſon who fired the piece was 
anative in the ſervice of a white ſlave trader. Mr. Thornton, after 
uſing ſome arguments to enforce the duty of aboliſhing ſuch a trade 
as he had deſcribed, on the plain grounds of morality and juſtice, 
and on the principle of promoting the civilization of Afriea, con- 
cluded by giving his hearty aſſent to the motion. | 

Mr. SEWELL oppoſed the motion. He thought it SGHUAINE 
of no ſmall danger, as, if adopted, it would go to unſettle the legal 
tenures by which the proprietors of Weſt-India eſtates held their 
poſſeſſions. He would aſk, was the Houſe prepared to take ſuch a 
ſtep without at the ſame time offering them adequate compenſation ? 
Such a meaſure would be unjuſt, without at the ſame time granting a 
compenſation to thoſe who holds grants in the Weſt Indies of the 
Crown. He objected to the motion alſo as it would materially 
affect the trade with the Weſt Indies. Nor was it fair to charge 
the colonies with an unwillingneſs to fulfil the defire of the Houſe 
for meliorating the condition of the ſlaves, and gradually aboliſhing 
the trade. He believed the honourable Member would find the 
penalty of 5001. impoſed by the Colonial Aſſembly on thofe who eut 
off the ear of a ſlave, to be greater than ſome penalties to be found 


in the old ſtatute books of this kingdom for fimilar offences Theſe - 


Aſſemblies had alſo enacted penalties on thoſe who were wanting in 


humanity; by not providing a ſufficient quantity of proviſion for 
their ſlaves. | He ſaw but little force in what the honourable mover 


had ſuggeſted of danger to the Colonies from the capture of ſlave ſhips,” 
d from the er of EPR lates NY TE is with arms 
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by the enemy. The ſmall number of flaves thus captured, even 
if armed againſt us, could not avail, conſidering the efficient force 
we have in the iſlands. + He objected alſo to the mation, as it went 
to counteract the addrefles of laſt ſeſſion, in which His Majeſty was 
Tequeſted to recommend to the Colonies to adopt ſuch meaſures a; 
ſeemed good to them, in order to meliorate the condition of the 
ſlaves. And he farther objected to it, becauſe it did not go to 
propoſe any redreſs to the grievances and loſſes of thoſe whoſe 
property would be immediately affected by ſuch a meaſure. He 
thought the motion, likewiſe, was brought forward very unſeaſon- 
ably, at the very time when the Colonial Aſſemblies were actually 
deviſing means to meliorate the condition of the ſlaves. He parti- 
cularly referred to the means taken for their moral and religious in- 
ſwucdion, and the expence of ſupporting the clergy and miſſionaries 
mie Se. for ſuch purpoſes. 

Mr. CANNING, Mr. SEWELL, and Mr. WILBER- 
FORCE, roſe to explain. 

Colonel GASCOYNE conſidered this as 2 queſtion of great im- 
portance to the commercial intereſt of this country. The honour- 
able gentleman who made the motion did no leſs than call upon the 
Houſe to reſcind its former reſolution ; and he would aſk, where 
was either the confiſtency or prudence of this dereliction? Millions 
of loſs to the revenue of this country would immediately follow this 
motion, if adopted. It was made too at a time too- momentous and 
critical to attempt to put into practice any ſpeculative reforms, and 


was ſurprized that any gentlernen who were alive to this apprehen- 


For in other inſtances, ſhould not be more upon their guard in the 
preſent inſtarice, The Houſe ſhould conſider whether it would in- 
demnify thoſe who would be ſufferers, and the riſk it run of irtita- 
ting the Colonies by ſuch proceedings, and of throwing the Weſt 
India trade into the hands of our enemies. 

Mr. BUXTON thought: there never was a time when the true 
lovers of liberty ſhould diſtinguiſh themſelves from the promoters 
of licentiouſneſs. The preſent queſtion ſtood on ſuch ſolid grounds 
as to claim all true lovers of liberty for its advocates, A regard 
to the intereſt of the Country, and the. ſafety of the. Colonics alſo 


required the abolition of the ſlave trade; nor could it be ſuppoſed | 


that the negrocs. in out d e could he long e in a ſtate 


of ſla very, when at the ſame time they ſaw thoſe in our enemies Co- 
lonjes emancipated-? But the preſent motion did not go this 2 


but merely to top the freſh. importations of ſlaves from Africa; and 
he thought it would redound to the honour of that Houſe: in 2 con- 
ſtitutional way, to put an * to the horrors of ſlavery. | 
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Mr. "HOBHOUSE ale ud Bid Nr. Spaker,!f dul par 
have troubled, The Houfe this vight, had;ic not been for ſome obſcry 
vations which fell from the honourable gentleman, wh. ſpoke, ſe- 
cond in the debate (Mr. B. Bdwards).,. He began. with aceuſing the 
honourable gentleman who made this motion, of  pertinaouty;., in 
again 'prefſing the Houſe with an application, to, aboliſh, the ſlave 
trade; but To far Am J from thinking him deſerving, of ;cenſure. on 
this account, that + | offer him the warmeſt thanks, got. oply. in my 
own name, but in the name of the Houſe, and of the cauntry...at 


Ne large, for his laudable Fe in ſo great and fo. a 
ly undertaking. . 1 7 

* My. honourable friend ( (Mr. B. Edwards) was pleaſed in the next 
Wm place to affert, that the honourable mover was governed by a deſire 
* not only to aboliſh the ſlave trade, but alſo to cmancipate the ſlaves 
now in the iſlands. Who, Sir, that calls himſelf a man, dees not 


ardently long to put as ſpeedy a termination as poſſible to every 
; ſpecies of ſlavery? _ This is an object which. muſt be the devout 
” with' of all. We can only differ as to the time and tbe. n aof 


ur- xcompliſhing ſo deſirable a purpoſe. 3 
che My 'honourable friend, Sir, principally zrounds his, caſe upon the 
* readineſs and alacrity of the colonial legiſlatures to encourage the 
on population, and ameliorate the condition- "of the negroes, until freſh 
- | importations of them ſhall be no longer neceſſary. The printed 


correſpondence between the Duke of Portland and, the colonies, 


and which, upon the motion of my honourable friend, was laid: upon the 
- table of the Houſe, manifeſts, ſays he, their diſpoſition to promote 
the the object of the preſent, motion, Really, Sir, the inference I draw. 
* from this correſpondence | is the very reverſe. The Duke, of. Port- 
1 land; in his circular letter to the ſeveral Governors, not only res 
eſt- conmrmiendy that ſteps may be taken for effecting the gradual; Abolisian 
of the trade, but begs them to ſtate in their firſt diſpatehes,. Mhat 
true meaſures Bad been already adopted for the. attainment of y that end. 
0 The Governors 0 Jamaica, Dominica, and St. V insges. pay no 
| attention to this requeſt ;, they take no notice, of it, in their. reply. 
got Tue Governor of Barbadoes ſays, chat he i is not aware of ANY. altera-. 
1 dal having alfa taken place, caleulated to adyance the purple, 
ow ſetell by the Duke of "Portland, Permit me then. to Aſk, Sir, hat. 
Co- eridenee is tete f at igclination in the Colonies, to.anhibilats this. 


horrible and" difgrace fly 1 traffic 0 Cobbel hag been frequent 


* the laſt ten Years, and. the Colopicy, h ave. eſtabliſhed. Ro. Tegulations.. 
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what manner the Leeward Iſlands were affeQed upon the receipt of 
the Duke of Portland's circular letter. They were ſtruck with 
alarm; they ſtate, that the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 
recommended to their attention, “ is of the higheſt importance, and 
involves the welfare, if not the exiſtence, of the ſugar colonies in the 
Weſt Indies, and they propoſe a General Council and Aſſembly 
of the Leeward Iſlands to take it into conſideration. You obſerve, 
Sir, into what conſternation theſe iſlands were thrown even by a 
deciſion of this Houſe, which contains no more than a recommen- 


dation to them to leſſen the neceſſity of freſh importation, and 


leaves the line of procceding entirely to themſelves. Would it then 
be wiſe to truſt to any future arrangements on the part of the Colo- 
nies for haſtening the period of the abolition ? - Reliance furcly 
-would be weakneſs. | 
Let me now advert, Sir, to «the aſſertion of my honourable 
friend, that this country cannot prevent her iſlands from being ſup- 
plied with ſlaves from Africa. The trade will paſs, fays he, into 
the hands of other ſtates, which will convey them clandeſtinely 
into our Colonies. But, Sir, the Britiſh force, if it cannot totally 
prevent an illicit practice of this kind, can certainly accompliſh it 
in a degree. Should I, however, admit, that in a contraband way 
the planters could be furniſhed with as many freſh ſlaves from 
Africa, as at preſent, theſe dealers in human fleſh would then ſuſ- 
- tain no injury by the abolition of the trade, and we ſhould have 
*effaced a foul blot from the national character in no longer giving 
the ſanction of law to a branch of commerce, which violates the 
rights of humanity, and excites the abhorrence of every feeling 
Another argument uſed by my honourable friend, Sir, is this— 
"He contends, that if we pronounce the diſcontinuance of this trafic, 
the flaves in the iſlands will ſoon be in a ſtate of general infurrec- 
tion. The ſtrongeſt evidence to the contrary is afforded by expe- 
*rience.' An act of the Britiſh Legiſlature againſt freſh 1mporta- 
tions of faves, weakens not a ſingle regulation or legal reſtraint 
upon the conduct of thoſe already in the Colonies. The vote of 
the Houſe in 1792, declaring, that this iniquitous trade ſhould be 
*aboliſhed in 1796, produced no revolt of the negroes in the iflands. 
The Court of Denmark paſſed a law, that this trade ſhould ceaſe 
from the year 1800. Have we heard of any rebellion among the 
_ _ | blacks in her Colonies in the Weſt Indies? | 5 
My honourable friend urges, as another objection to the motion) 
chat this is not the time for adopting it. Here, too, I differ from 
4 OSS gf CABOT? If 'S 27 * E f HU nn f a 


eoloni 
author 
fills m 
tion v 


„ u .] Derks. 1 Was 
of him moſt widely. Our preſent ſituation is ſuch, as to call- loudly A 8 3 | 
ith for the immediate abolition of ſo ſcandalous a trathe;, France, by 7 
ns, manumitting her ſlaves, and making them citizens, has conſtituted f 1 
nd a formidable body of free men, terrible to her faces. "Theſe emanci- 1 | 
the pated negroes have exhibited a moſt grateful acknowledgement for 1 1 
bly the liberty conferred upon them, in the performance of- ſurprifing 7 | 
Ve, feats of valour. To be a match for France in the Weſt Indies, 10. 
7 we muſt meet her with her own weapons; we mult adopt to- 1348 
en- wards our negroes the ſame line of conduct ſhe has obſerved. to- =. 
2nd - wards hers ; we muſt follow her example. Abotiſh the trade in- 1 M1 
hen ſtantly; and if you regard the ſafety of your Colonies, unite ; Fi 1 
lo- diſpateh with prudence, in beſtowing the*bleſſings of freedom * |. {i 
rely the ſlaves who are now employed in your iſlands. v0 
I am happy, Sir, to find that no Member of this Houſe has 388 
able advanced a fingie word in defence of the trade. I am happy that | 
all agree in pronouncing a trade in human. ficſh to- be nefarious in 5 i 
principle, and that we differ only as to the moſt eligible method of 1 


bringing it to a termination. But at the ſame time I cannot avoid 
remarking to the Houſe, that, while we are all profeſſing our abhor- 1 
rence of the trade, it is carrying on to a greater extent than ever. 
We now not only ſupply our own iſlands with ſlaves, but alſo the 0 
French and Dutch ſettlements we have taken, and even the Colo- 
nies of our enemies, the Spaniards. I allude, Sir, to our procla- 
mation, dated the 2oth of November 1797, in which His Ma- 
jeſty graciouſly permits, notwithſtanding the preſent hoſtilities with 
Spain, ſlaves to be exported from our free ports, eſtabliſhed in the 
iſland of Jamaica, and alſo in the Bahama iſlands, to the Spaniſh 
colonies in America. This extenſion of the ſlave trade, under the 
authority of Government, to a nation with which we ate at war, 
fills me with aſtoniſhment ; and there is one part of this proclama- 
ton which raiſes in my breaſt no leſs indignation than horror. 
Among the enumerated commadities allowed to be exported from the 
free ports I have before mentioned, are rum, the produce of any 
Britiſh land, and negroes, which ſhall have been legally imported.” 
Thus beings, differing only in colour from ourſelves, are degraded 
below the brute creation, and elaſſed with goods, wares, Were 


factures. Human nature recoils at ſuch languagmee. te 11 

I ſhall only add, Sir, that upon the grounds of 9 2 _ 
bumanity, and found policy, this motign has my x moſt. hearty een. | N 
eurrence. | 1 


Mr. Chancellor PITT the. in en to In e 
dect: — Before I trouble the Houſe with the few remarks which 
{ have to offer ous the ſubje& of the preſent motion, and which 
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will detain it but a very few minutes, I cannot let ſlip this oppor- 


tunity of reQifying the miſunderſtanding which has gone abroad 


upon the ſubject to which the honourable gentleman ailud-d in the 
concluſion of his ſpeech. I certainly ſhould be very much ſhock: 4 
at the idea of this deteſted traffic being carried on in the manner 
which the proclamation ſcems to imply, ar that any extenſion beyond 
what its warmeſt advocates have contended for ſhould be ſuffered by 
His Majeſty's Miniſters. The fact, however, ſhortly is, that a free 
port being eſtabliſhed in one of the Weſt India Iſlands without any 
proviſion at all relative to negro ſlaves,.it fo happened that reference 
was made to an act of Parliament, in which {and I am ſorry that at 
any period of the hiſtory of this country ſuch a practice ſhould have 


received the ſanction of the Legiſlature) flaves were enumerated 


among a variety of articles of commerce. On a repreſentation be- 
ing made of the caſc, explanatory inſtructions were immediately ent 
out, directing that ſlaves ſhould not be included in the ars to 
which the free port extended. This is the ſimple ſtate of the caſe ; 
and I am glad that the honourable gentleman has given me this pub- 
lie opportunity of correQing a miſtake, from v kich many falſe and 


ill-founded inferences might have been drawn. 


I agree with my honourable friend who brought forward this 
motion, that that nothing is more clear than that it is moſt urgent in 
point of time to adopt the meaſure of the immediate and total abo- 

lition, even for the ſafety of the Weſi-India Iſlands themſclves. 
Hitherto, without defending the principles upon which this abomi- 
nable traffick procceds ; without juſtifying the cruelty and injuſtice 
with which it is attended, and the miſerv to which it. gives riſe; 
ſome even have contended for its farther continuance, upon the 
ground that it was neceflary for the intereſt of the iſlands. In an- 
ſwer to this argument, at beſt but doubtful, and where, upon a com- 
' Pariſon of all the conſiderations which the queſtion involves, the ba- 
lance-ſeemed to incline the other way, we now can preſs the neeeſ- 
ſity of an immediate and total abolition for the ſalvation of thoſe very 
iſlands which, it was argued, ſuch a meafure would deſtroy. The 
colonial regulations, from which thoſe who acknowledge the guilt 
of the traffic, while they ſhrunk from the danger of its immediate 
abolition, never can be effectual to produce thoſe internal arrange- 
ments, or facilitate thoſe preparations for the gradual abolition, while 
freſh importations continue to be made from Africa, No inſtitu- 


tions can avail to eſtabliſh order among the negroes, and cnable 


them to ſupply the demands of the iſlands, if they are conſtantly to 


be deranged by new importations, and if the progreſs of _— 
| mended drips nope. Ne . | 
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It perhaps may be thought preſumptuous without any local Know- 
jedge to affert ſo confidently what is neceffary to give effect to the 
internal meaſures of the regulations propoſed. Uniels, however, 
thoſe who ſupport the traffie can ſhew that the danger is not fen- 
dered greater by the new importations, and that the internal tran- 
quillity would not be diſturbed by freſh-incorporations, we muſt act 


upon Our on judgement, and be guided by our own authority. 


The contemplation of future. advantages ſometimes makes men 
blind to pretent dangers. For fome diſtant improvements, the gen- 
tlemen upon the other tide overlook their real intereſt, and to favour 


the falſe calculation on which this principle proceeds, they would have 


us not only to overlook that very intereſt which, whether they ſee it 
or no, it is. our buſineſs to guard, but that duty which, with the con- 
viction we have upon the ſubject, we are hound to obey. | 

We are told to poſtpone the conſideration of the abolition till 
ſome future period, but we hear of no ſpecific time fixed at which 
the ſubje& may be reſumed, or at what time the cauſe of delay will 
ceaſe to exiſt, We are told likewiſe that we ought not to intermed- 
dle; that matters are in a fair train, and that by means of the regu- 
lations which may be expected, the period when the abolition may 
with ſafety take place will ſoon arrive. But what certainty have we 
that theſe meaſures or regulations will be adopted at all, or that they 
will be attended with ſucceſs in their application? We ſee that 
the profeſſions of thoſe who are hoſtile to the preſent meaſure, ſay 
very little of the ſpeedy abolition, very little of its ultimate ſucceſs. 

If the addreſs carried laſt year to recommend regulation upon the 
ſubject, was meant as an expedient to avoid altogether the abolition 
of the traffic, it may on this account be a favourite with ſome. I do 
not believe, however, that it was brought forward, or in general ſup- 
ported, upon ſuch a view ; regulations of that nature, however, never 
can prove effectual till they receive vigour and energy from the abo- 
lion. This alone will impoſe the neceſſity of obeying mere re- 
gulations, and accelerate thoſe arrangements which are deemed ne- 
ceffary to prepare for its taking place. This would be requiſite to en- 
torce the regulations which would be neceſſary to bring the negroesinto 
that ſtate which would render farther importations ſuperfluous. To 
Introduce tie w importations would be completely to derange all inſti- 
tutions of this nature, and prevent any favourable change in the 
ſituation of the negroes from being effecteeee. 

But, when we ſee nothing propoſed for the ſpeedy bt and 
farce any: thing for. the ultimate abolition, we ſhould be till more 
cautious how we conſent to any delay of the immediate and total 


Witten. One honourable gentleman. (Mr. B. e contends 
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that all the waſte lands in the Weſt-India Iflands muſt previouſly 
be cutivated. Upon this point it is impoſſible for me to comment 
in more appropriate language than was uſed by my honourable friend 
beſide me (Mr. Canning). From his not having the documents 
. before him, there is one point which he did not explain fo fully as 
J wich to fate it to the Houſe. At what period then will it be 
proper and right to diſcuſs the total abolition ? It appears from a 
ſtatement which I hold in my hand, that the quantity of uncultivated 
land in the Ifland of Jamaica is about two-thirds more than that 
already in cultivation. It appears, that for this 250,000 negroes 
are required. To fuffice for the cultivation of the other parts, the 
complete number of 600,000 more, living at the ſame time, would 
be neceflary. To procure this ſupply, then, it would be neceſſary 
to import not merely this number, hut to import, with all the fright- 
ful waſte of mortality with which the importation is attended, till 
the full number is completed. From a compariſon of the importa- 
tion neceſſary to make out the 250,000 employed in the preſent 
cultivation of this iſland, and taking into view the increaſed ratio of 
mortality in proportion to the number required, in order to give 
600,000 negroes living at the ſame time, an importation of between 
11 and 1 200, goo is neceſſary. It is to be conſidered likewiſe that 
this ſhocking ſacrifice of human beings is not for the ſupply of en- 
terpriſes long ſince undertaken, and of a commerce long fince eſta- 
bliſhed. It is for the erection of a new colony, though upon the 
ſame iſland. It makes no difference that this land is fituated in a 
territory previouſly known, inſtead of a new-diſcovered tract in the 
middle of the ocean. It is a new and voluntary eftabliſhment. . 
Wich our eyes open to all the guilt which the enterprize would in- 
vol ve, and all the horrors of which we profeſs to be ſenſible, we 
would plunge into this voluntary infamy. RC 
It may be ſaid, indeed, that this land is already planted, and 
that valuable conſiderations have been given with a view to bring it 
into cuſti vation, Still this land cannot be conſidered as cultivated. 

N If valuable confiderations have, indeed, been given with a view 
to cultivation, it certainly would be fair that the perſons ho pro- 
ceeded upon this idea, ſhould be reimburſed by the public! to that 
extent, and to ſuch a meaſure I for one would have no” objeQion. 

But ſuppofing that this plan of extended cultivaticn \were to be 
adopted, let us take all the aſſiſtance of cultivation, arid try to dif- 
cet hat period of abolition this poſtponement of diſcuſſion would 

be nkely to give. The proceſs is very fimple. We know that 
in the laſt hundred years the cultivation has been going on, till the 
homber of negrocg amounts:in the Iſland of Jamaica to 280, oo. 


> 
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Upon the calculation that with 690,000 | negroes, 2 correſponding 
length of time will be neceſſary for the cultivation of the remaining 
two thirds, ſuppoſed capable of cultivation, the period of the final 
abolition, upon the honourable gentleman's plan, would be protracted 
for no leſs than two hundred and forty years? If this then is to be 
the rule by which the abolition of this horrible traffie is to be de- 
termined, I cannot but underſtand it as a declaration that it is to 
be perpetual, and muſt abandon all hope of the nation being ever 
freed from the guilt and reproach which its continuance infers. 

It has been ſaid, likewiſe, on a general ground, that as this traffic 


was encouraged by the Legiſlature, the abolition would be unjuſt “ 


towards thoſe who had acted upon the faith of the exiſting laws. It 
was well anſwered that the Legiſlature often beſtows encouragement 
upon branches of commerce which, in different circumſtances, it is 
prudent to withdraw. It is ſaid here, indeed, that the meaſure of 
abolition would riſł the exiſtence of the Weſt-India Iſlands. This 
aſſertion, however, is begging the queſtion. - It has been proved, 
that in proportion as regulation ſuperſeding the neceſſity of new im- 
portation of negroes, has been practiſed, it has ever been attended 
with the greateſt advantage to cultivation and to produce, If, how- 
ever, the abolition of the ſlave trade would take away the exiſtence 
of the iſlands, the Colonial regulations, which are ultimately to effect 
the abolition, cannot be in train. It is no wonder that no ſpecific 
period is fixed for an event by which the exiſtence of the Colonies 
would be deſtroyed !* But if preparatory meaſures can ultimately 
effect the abolition, it certainly can only be by adopting ſome inter- 
nal regulations reſpecting the condition of the ſlaves, and putting 
ſome checks to the new importation, which would overthrow every 
attempt which could be made for their improvement. Any partial 
inconvenience which they might experience, ought not to weigh 
againſt the undiſputed principle of the abolition, and againſt the 
ſafety of the iſlands themſelves, which muſt depend upon reſtricting 
new importations,, The meaſures of regulation muſt be preparatory 
to an abolition at a ſhort period; if a peremptory and immediate 
abolition is rejeQed, or upon every principle of juſtice, of humanity, 
and of policy, IL. moſt cordially concur with the motion of my ho- 
nourable friend, which is no leſs recommended by every mortal 
duty, than, eſſential to the intereſt and to the ſafety of the Weſt-India 
Iflands themſel ves. 
Mr. B. EDWARDS appealed to the recolleQion of the Houſe, 
whether he had maintained the abſurd poſition that all the waſte 
lands in the Weſt Indies myſt be brought into cultivation before an 
_ abolition. bill could paſs. Not haying offered any ſuch. idea, the 
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whole of 1 right honourable gentleman's argument, and the curious 
calculations which he had founded thereon , fell-to the ground. Er 

Mr. Chancellor PITT in reply, ſaid it was true that the. honour-, 
able gentlemiy had not in expreſs terms maintained that doctrine, | 
but infiſted that ſome poſitions which he advanced led to that con- 
elüfion. de 


Sir W. YOUNG (aid he muſt implore the Houſe, on, An im- | 


Pint queſtion of this nature, to conſider the Weſt.- India Iflands 
as an integral part of the Britiſh empire, and to pay that attentioo 
which was due to the body of Weſt-India planters. Perhaps gen- 
tlemen were not aware how difficult was, the firuatian. of the Colo- 
nial Aſſemblies with regard to the ſubject referred to their regula- 
tion. It was the prevalent opinion in the Iſlands that the emanci- 
pation of the negroes, and the abolition of the ſlave trade, would go 
together. 
happen, ſuch as war, conflogration, diſeaſe, &c. to deſtroy the popu- 


lation of negroes belonging to an eſtate, without any remedy, if freſh | 
. Importations were prohibited; and thus a fatal blow might be given 


to the property of the Weſt-India planters, whilſt that gradual 
ſyſtem of meliorating their condition, which. was purſuing in the 
Iſlands, under the 0 of the Colonial Aſſemblies, would have 
quite different effects. In St. Vincent's, in particular, the wiſh of 


the Governor and Council was much in fayour of the Negroes. | 


Were the meaſure now moved for ever to take effect, he wiſhed it 
to be preeeded by humane laws in the Colonies, in fayour of the. 


negroes, ſo that the vote of abolition might afterwards become a mat- 


ter of no ſerious conſequence. 


The happy ſtate of the negroes, ariſing from, their emancipation. 


in Guadaloupe, has been mentioned, and it has been ſtated, if ſuch 


a meaſure were purſued in our Colonies, how much leſs we ſhould; 
have to fear. in a ſtate of war. But he had been told by Mr. 


Cooper, a gentleman who was a priſoner at Guadaloupe, that hen 
the negroes were emancipated, and told they muſt be ſoldiers, and 


give their labour to the State, that many of them refuſed emancipa- 


tion on ſuch conditions. For his own part, he owed 175 of his 
proper in the Weſt Indies to his faithful negroes. ich reſpect 
to St. incents, , he muſt inform the Houſe, that.on the, Charib.ands,, 
which became lately vacant by their removal, Was already formed a 

ſet of new Charibs ; 3 2 circumſtance. this, which he thoug bt. well de: 


ſerving the Attention of e I With xeſgect to the quel-;7 


iſhed de fr. 


tion, at "what time ſhould the $4 e be. abgl 


| one, — 7118 a5 mn ofa her, but of. 2, tin! ſurgeons, 
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He wiſhed the Houſe. to reflect that calamities might 
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even ten would elapſe, before meaſures would be taken in A prudent 
and gradual manner to prevent diſtreſs to the negroes, and ruin to 
the Britiſh property there, as well as a ſeries of miſchief in the 
iſlands. His opinion and advice was, that the Britiſn Legiſlature 
ſhould. wait a few years in order to ſee whether the - meaſures wow 
adopting in the Weſt-India iſlands produced the deſired effect. 

Mr. W. SMITH contended, that the Weſt-India proprietors : 
and planters had ſafficient warning of the event of abolition, in the 
different proceedings of the Houſe upon the ſubject within the laſt - 
ten years ; particularly in thoſe of the year 1792, when it was re- 
ſolved, that the trade ſhould ceaſe on the 1ſt of January 1796, and 
ſtill more ſo, when, by a very large majority of the Houſe, the gra- 
dual abolition of it was voted in the fame year. He entered into 
ſome details of evidence to prove that the diſproportion of the ſexes 
was by no means ſa much as inſiſted on by gentlemen of the other 
| fide. By theſe it appeared, that ſo far from there being only three 
females to five males, the diſproportion, even in the years 1789 
and 1790, was rather leſs that fifteen to fourteen. The importa- 
tion was greater ſince thoſe periods, beyond all former example, and 
ſufficient, not only to ſuppiy the Britiſh iſlands, but for large re- ex. 
portions to various foreign Colonies, and in thoſe, if the proprietors 
were ſo inclined, they had an opportunity of ſelecting the women 
[a general laugh]. Mr. Smith obſerved, he certainly could mean 
nothing ludicrous on ſo important and ſolemn a ſubject: he was 
aware of its being fuch a one, and of too ſhocking a complexion to 
be mixed with any thing like levity. Much ſtreſs had been laid 
upon the argument of its being the intereſt of the planter to render 
the condition of the ſlaves as comfortable as poſſible, and two Colo- 
nal gentlemen had depoſed to that effect; but their aſſertions were 
directly contradiRed by the reſolutions of the Aſſembly of one of the 
lands (St. Chriſtopher 's), by which it appeared that too little atten- 
tion was paid either to the food or clothing of theſe unhappy crea- 
tures: He contended, that the ſhocking accounits given of theſe 
| parts of Africa, where the traffic prevailed, were ſtrictly true, and 
in nowiſe controverted by the accounts given by a late traveller 
(Mr. Parke). The ſlave trade, he ſaid, extended to many parts of 
the coaſt of Africa, even to the ſhores of the Red Sea, and 'on 
| ſome of the iſlands near the South eaftern coaſt, as was proved from 
de accounts given by the late Sir W. Jones, of his voyage to India. 
With reſpect to what had been thrown out, as to the difficulties of 

making arrangements on the part of the planters, ' and the expecta- 

on of eompenſation, he'would not then expatiate. He would only 

was was ineutnbent upon the Houſe to do their duty i in the n 
Vor. V. n 
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inſtance, by:abokſhing the trade ; and herhaped that thoſe in power, differ 
ot thaſe ho topk- the lead in reforming the manners of the times, of gu 
voauld not contert themfelves with thoſe comparatively trivial and do ch 
paltry meliormtions, but acquit themſelves and [the country of the been 
crime of cnuntenancing a ſyſtem too execrable for the powers of woult 
human language to deſcribe, and not offer ſueh an inſult to the we r 
Almighty: Being, as to imagine that ſuch. ſacrifices as he alluded to, nized 
epuld propitiate them, while they connĩ ved at the continuanee of factio 
this deſtructive and deteſtable traffic in the perſons of their fellow- b ma 
ereatur es.. 9 1 . Wer every 
+» Mr. HENNIKER MAJOR- referred to a letter formerly from 
written by order of the King of Dahomey to the African Company, ing w 
whieh ſtrikingiy demonſtrates the ſavage cuſtoms and deplorable | ever e 
Gate of Africa. In that letter the King averred, that the walls aband 
round his palace were built with the ſculle of his enemies; and Mr. are 2g 
Henniker Major-faid; the fact was found to be true. Evidence had ten ye 
heen given. that the ſlave trade tended, in a vety conſiderable degree, been e 
to leſſen this waſte of human blood, and that the Kings of the with 
' quntry, inſtead of ſlaughtering their captives, now fold them to the loaded 
pations.of Europe. They were conveyed rom a country of bar- time 1 
barous ſuperſtition, to a land of civilization and humanity; and in then a 
his opiniom therefore, the elamours againſt the trade were ground- points 


lis. and he ſhauld vote againſt: its abolition. 
„Mr. CHARLES ELLIS vas for reſtricting the importation to this eo 
eſtates already cultivated. The demand for ſlaves was occaſioned times | 
chiefly, by thei ſettlement of new eſtates. The reſtriction ſhould ſation 
appl. to he exelufion of what was not neceſſary to keep up the more r 
number: Hut / for ſome time there would be a deficit, and the ſupply the inju 
foralipnted time. therefore could not be refuſed. He thought that which 
_ compenſation ſhould be given to: thoſe who; had given a valuable eonvict 
conlideration for grants of neh lands. He chought that to attain But 
the. end, propaſed,r:conciljation would be better than ſeverity; and vords, 
oongeiving rhat colonial regulations would be more effeQual, he ments 
ſppuld ſe he motion. £.565- ini YAM ©3 9 2 Lee 
„Mr, $OX fad Afier the repeated. diſeuſſſons which this fub- ue bro 
ject has, andergone, I. do nat rife in detain you long with any tedious Wl inhunm 
| inquiry; into the; prinei ples by which the queſtion ouꝶꝗt to be de- Why ms 
p cided; I ſhall-take the liberty, however, to make few remarks to de r 
upon the; ſentiments. which have been enpreſſed in the oourſe of the ve not 
dehnten bynhaſe he have oppoſed the preſent motion; , The gen- I Make ti 
9 ara extremely adrious to have it ynderſiood, WI ban uf, 
that eis hut, one opinion of the oruclty, che indumanityl the- I onfcer 
injuſtices and sche immorality.afahe Nave made, and that dur: eng BY ede 
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difference between us is, what is the beſt mode to abandon the ways 
. of guilt and iniquity in which we have been involved, and to return 
to the paths of juſtice and of right. Now, Sir, it might have 
been expected that, to thoſe who feel as I do upon this ſubject, it 
would have beena fatisfaQion to know, that though the mode which 
we recommend is not approved, the principle itſelf is fully v 
nized.” I confeſs, however, that my feelings are not thoſe of fati 
faction: my feelings, Sir, are thoſe of deep humiliation.” Te o me it 
is matter of tame and of lamentatien, that we ſhould be ſo dead to 
every ſenſe of dignity; that the country ſhould be ſo degenerate 
from every ſenſe of virtue, ſo ſunk in hypocriſy; that, nôtwithſtand- 
| ing we are ſo loud in ſounding our deteſtation of the practice, hows 
F ever convineed of the enormity of the wickedneſs, we have not yet 
abandoned that courfe which we fo unanimouſly condemn. ©) We 
ke: are agreed, then, upon the principle” of the meaſure now: propaſed 3 
| ten years have elapſed! fince the atrocity of this deteſted tra HY 
> been admitted. A Britiſh Parliament has been fully ere 
. with the guilt and the reproach with which the nation has been 
loaded'z not two opinions exiſt upon the ſubject, and yet in all that 
time not a ſingle ſtep i is taken till laſt year to remove the cauſe, and 
ben all that is done is by way of recommendation to facilitate ſome 
points of regulation without any ceſſatibn of the immorality. If 
am foreigner were deſirous to diſcovet a ſubject of invtctive againſt | 
this country like thoſe inveQives' which we have in this Houſe ſomme- 
times heard pronounced gainſt other countries, what topics of acen- 
ation” could he wiſh for more fubſtantial ? what articles of charge 
more relevant than this ſimple fact, that for ten years: rtcognifing 
the-injuſtice: of our conduct, and the enormity of the wiekedneſs to 
which we are parties, we have perſevered i in it againſt our avowed 
conviction and our open profeſſions? ? 09et 
But while they declare their” diſapprodation of the Pace 
vords, ſome of thoſe who oppbſe the motion ſeem by their b 
ments to conſider it in a leſs culpable point of view. We are to 
that ſavage nations go to war with each other; that their |prifon * 
ne brought to market, and that as they are to be fold, it Would be 
numtnity not to purchaſe. As the miſchief” is done) ſay they, 
thy may not wwe deri ve ſorne advantage from it? If a paſſeriger ow 
o be robbed, h/ may not we be the firſt to plunder him“ 
ve not eonſoiertiouſſy put the money in our pocket?) We hat 
make the booty: with leſs ſhew. of inſult; of menace, or f rüste 
ban uſually accompany” ſuck: crimes: We may, therefore? pos D 
| Onfiderable:merit. + Wo have not done all the ill Whictr we 
n which others in bur runtiom would have e 
. 2 2 
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ce 'brotiodnts by which one of the geatent ekedneſſes by 
Vicht a Aion Wa ever diſgraced, is palliated. They are mere 
Pivages it ſeerts 3 their princes either cut their throsts, or gratify 
their avarice b y ſending them to market. We are then aſbed, is it 
Hor better fol ern to be ſent to the Weſt Indies? Phis alterna- 
"tive; as? Nas faid' by an honourable gentleman, is put too generally. 
a They & are ſent to the Weſt Indies, but how are they ſent? If we are 
1 men to theory upon the ſubject, in oppoſition to experience, an 
ngehious: man may find abundance of ſpecious arguments for ſelling 
All Captives. Tntereſt, it is ſaid, is ſufficient to induce kindnoſs and 
TK lee The anſwer is- ſhort, all experience is apaink it. 
We know that ſuch is the. nature of man, that power leads to abuſe, 
that the idea of poſſeſſing an unlimited authority, ſo far from in- 
iring tenderpeſs, prod roduces conternpt of the object as "worthleſs. 
Cruelty begets eruelty, and oppreſhon breeds oppreſſion, till the 
mid becomes hardened, Of this, all hiſtory, ancient and modern, 
"affords proof. But in mentioniug the / cauſes of the war,; does the 
'Bbneurable-pentleman (Mr. Edwards) ſay that Mr; Parke informed 
Him thit the fale of flaves was not the cauſe ? Was not the. ſale of 
fades the reward of vietors * ? "Other cauſes of war may, no doubr, 
"exiſt among the ſavages. 1 believe no man in theſe times will-ſay 
: t ſlavery i is the only eauſe. of war, Do not we know that am- 
F e revenge, 1 hatred, and other bad paſſions of mankind, have 
beef "the caafes of war; that not only in barbarous, but in more 
Cülttvatk Times; they en been the origin of bloody wars? In- 
dd, if clie sbſence, of thiefe cauſes of war be the mark of accuſa- 
tidu, it wut be confeſſed that hitherto we have not made very great 
Pre. 1 Wust, then, becauſe hatred, ambition, revenge, are cauſes 
'of Far, is it nothih to add another powerful motive to war, that of 
avarice?”” Does no guilt attach to theſe who ſurniſh this new-prin- 
| le of evil? May not this preſent: an additional cauſe? Africa 
Alt ever "Yeh ohe of the moſt uncultivated parts of the globe. In 
. this kroffe has, in ſome degree, -prevailed- at cuery period. 
e Hale of human beings has been made an article of gain; and 
ib p 5011 mpediment to 17 advancemens\ of e 47 bh and the 
e rn! A e on ec I. began 
7 5 "Another b rable- erben (Mr.- Eli) Welle us, that we 
45 4 e. be precipitate,” we gught not to be Molent ; that ve 
| f efer” theaſures'- of coneiliation to. meaſabes of ſeverity. 
| Orton Gos! Sir. what ſeverity arg ye abbut toicommit? We 
"tuft Poftpend the fibject ve muſt- ſtay a little Eli What in the 
ae edo be the fate of Afriea? Are you to ſuſpend the trade 
"for 0 or Pires years, 76h as ONTO 


' 


ARI 3.) DEE | 565 
neceſſary to aboliſh,--or will you ttuſt to regulation in the Weſt 
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Indies ? Or are yqu to ſtay a little, and ſend to Africa the ſcourges ©: 

| of war to promote the puniſhment of pretended. crimes, the, penal- 1 
tics of debt, and all the pretences by which men are, made to forfeit "oh 
| their liberty? This is the conduct which this mild Houſe of Com- 1 
| mons muſt purſue! You muſt ſoften the Weſt-India.. planters! I. 
: lo ſoften them ? By an increaſe of the principles of humanity; by Wy: 
1 adding ta their moral feelings? No] You muſt, ſoften them by 88 
7 African blood, by the guilt of Britain, by the ſhame, and reproach YU. ö 
4 of this country. Lou muſt conciliate them, not by juſtice, merey, 130 
: by kindneſs, but by an obſtinacy in convicted guilt, and. ee wt. | 
, erde inquj, . to t 805 5 159 180 
v Some of thoſe who oppoſed che abolition of the Wb tell us, you EY: 
. candot; aboliſh-unleſs you emancipate. I ſay, that is an inconelu- "Rl 
e ſive aſſertion 3 hut I ſay, if the conſequences, of our abolition of the . | nh 
1, African trade muſt be the emancipation of the negroes in the Weſt- 488 
ic Indies; emancipation muſt take place. I am very much inclined . 4 
xd to attend to every thing that is uttered by an honourable Baronet 1 
of who ſpoke: upon this ſubject. He. ſpoke with a feeling that did 4 
t, him honour, of the conduct and the gratitude of his faithful ſlaves i in ey 
ay ſome of the iſlands. I have no difficulty in conceiving that they of 
n- oed him gratitude. He told us, that theſe ſlaves at a certain time, Wl 
ve had a military occupation. ' He told us alſo, that they afterwards Oh 
} returned ; he did not ſay to their ſlavery again, but to their former. "ot 
tuation. Does he think that thoſe who ſo faithfully; and honour- vH 

ably ſerved their maſter, would have been leſs willing to return to ok 

bim if, inſtead of being ſlaves, they had been free lahourers? I, do 4 


not know any of the ſla ves in the Weſt Indies, but Þ ſhould j ima- 

gine that the perſons who have thus, very properly I have no, doubt, 
manifeſted their gratitude to the honourable Baronet were, not ne- 

groes newly imported, but were Creples ; io 51g1* 

I likened with attention to what fell from the Miniſter. in, this 
<&bate, and ] do ſay it/is impoſſible to anſwer the arguments he urged 
in favour of the motion. He, ſpeaks always; with great force, hut 

what he advanced to- night was. of immente; weight. Ie has told 
you plainly, I have no doubt truly, that the fafety of, the. Weſi- 
India; Iſlands depends on your adoption of the meaſure which ĩs now 
before you. Lam not often in the habit of paying; implicit defer-· 
ence to his aſſertions, but upon this oœcaſion I. have no-doubt of. the 
: truth of whatohe ſaid. Good Gd who can doubt it Why dis 
bis authority in this caſe, leſs than upon others 2. ':L haye.ſeop, that 
authority implicitly. deferred to in this; Houſe on, points; infinitely 
xs clear, on pdints infinitely Jeſs favourable: to pub lie Jreedun, 
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Why then, if he is doubted in this, I muſt conclude that there is ia 
this Houſe 2 ſyſtem adopted that is hoſtile to lib y in general; 
A, Why is that commanding eloquence, and that bigh authority, 
which is always ſucceſsful in other matters conſtantly defeated, and 
the public deprived of the advantages of its enertions in this cauſe} 
Fam not faying it is owing to any want of ſincerity 3 in him. I am 
ſure it is not owing to any want of talents in him; I am ſure it ; is 
not owing to the want of exertion of his. powers of eloquence; for 
- Fappeal to the many ſtrong and admirable. ſpeeches he has delivered 
upon all 'occafions which called for his eloquenee ; and I think. I 
may fay, he never diſtinguiſhed himſelf more by eloquence. upon. 
any topic, than in his ſpeeches againſt the ſlave trade, , Why, then,. 
is that eloquence deficient in effect in this cauſe ? How am I to 


| account for it, unleſs there is a deliberate ſyſtem in this Houſe to 


diſeourage the general principle of liberty among mankind ?._ | The. 
right honourable gentleman tells you, and who can doubt his au- 
thority, that this queſtion has become more urgent, in point of neceſ... 
ſity, than ever: and that, unleſs this plan be adopted, your Weſt. 
India Iſlands will be in imminent danger. I am aware, that if 1 
differed from him in any thing, very little attention would be paid 
to me. I have no reaſon for fuppoſing that the Houſe will conſider 
me of much authority, whether I agree with the Miniſter or differ 
from him Certainly of little when we differ do, however, 
agree in every thing he has ſaid upon this ſubject to-night. With 
theſe feelings, what muſt I fay to thoſe, who, having acknowledged 
the injuſtice and the inhumanity of this trade - and who, after hear- 


ing the Miniſter declare the Colonies will not be ſafe unleſs this 


motion be adopted, who, nevertheleſs, will vote againſt i it, rather. 
than make a ſacrifice of their intereſts, as they call it; but which 1 
dea to bs fo, and will not do one act to mark their love of juſic | 
or of virtue? But we- are told, that this motion is. inconſiſtent. 


Vin the neceſſity of the ſlave trade, to which propoſition it was 
impoſſible for me to aſſent. I wiſh this Houſe to ſhew to the world 

at large ſomething like ſincerity upon this ſubject. The Fare 
are uboſed for want of morals; they are abuſed. for want of ſince- 
rity I want to know what ſort of ſincerity this Hed: will mani- 

| felt'by're rejeAing the motion which is now before. jt. want to kn 
in what bock of morals ever ſince juſtice a and humanity have been 


dectbee traffic to be unju and inhuman, act 9 5 
ciphes f Kind imbrals b 2 pen, e 
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| | * trcatediof, or confidered i in this i we are to find. that thoſe wWbo 
| 7 —. 
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with the addreſs which we voted in the laft ſeſſion. I voted againſt 
that addreſs, becaufe it ſeemed to me to acknowledge, by a fide |. 
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waſſic'? This is not all I have to ſay upon Sncerity. in this meas 
fure. T thought 1 faw in ſome Miniſters, when this queſtion was 
formerly debated in this Houſe, an eager defire to blink it. I thought 
I faw in ſome of them a pretty keen defire to get over the odium of 
fupporting the ſlave trade ; and that accounts to me- for the meaſure 
which was then adopted, and by which a ſoft and tender mode.of 
abolition is held forth, without fincerity. I aſk, when will you 
aboliſh the ſlave trade? Some gentlemen anſwer, when meaſures 
are taken abroad. Some ſay, in general terms, when the iſlands are 
cultivated. None of theſe gentlemen agree in any thing like a de- 
finite anſwer; each has an anſwer of his own, and each almoſt 
equally tending to a certain point, viz. to oppoſe the abolition of the 
ſlave trade for ever. It is curious to obſerve, that it has been in- 
ſifted upon this night as an argument againſt the motion, that the 
difproportion between the ſexes of - the negroes being, they ſay, five 
to three of males to females ; this they maintain is manifeſtly the 
cafe in Jamaica, and that it is quite unjuſt to perſiſt in ſuch a mea- 
ſure-as this, without giving the planters notice. This they ſtate 
with as much confidence and gravity, as if the ſubject had never 
been before this Houſe. As to notice, let me aſk, have they had 
no notice? Ts ten years a period ſufficient to convey a notice? 


| They have had that time, and left it ſhould have faded on their me- 


mory, they were reminded of it again in the year 1790, as e- 
plicitly as a vote of this Houſe could tell them, , that the ſlave trade 
muft be totally aboliſhed in the year 1796. Two years have now ' 
elapſe# beyond the time at which this Houſe declared this trade 
ſhould exift no longer. The queſtion of notice cannot, therefore, 
be decently inſiſted upon. If it could, and that were the only ob- 
jection to the preſent motion, I apprehend that thoſe who oppoſe it, 
ought, upon their own principle, to vote in its favour. What is 
the nature of the bill propoſed to be brought in? Why, in its very 4 
nature, it muſt be a meaſure calculated to give them notice When 
the trade ſhall be aboliſhed ; for the motion is, That you do now 
reſolve yourſelves into a Corginittce to conſider of a motion that the 
ſave trade be aboliſhed at a time to be limited. What time do theſe 
gentlemen $1 by way | of notice 4 © Is it for ela. n 50 or is 
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ind +, immegiate. abolition of this trade, being mindful of this 
ground, that unleſs you do aboliſh this trade, which you have de- 
to. de a trade of injuſtice and immorality ; being mindful 
; ale, that the Miniſter has declared the ſafety of your iſlands depends 
van it; J cannot conceive that this Houſe can do its duty by any 
thing ſhort of adopting the motion that is now before it. Conſider 
the vague manner in which gentlemen who oppoſe this meaſure have 
ſpoken, upon the ſubject. Will they give us a date in which they 
fay we ſhall ceaſe to commit acts which they themſelves deſcribe as 
inhuman and unjuſt ? I am one of thofe who are not ſanguine i in 
their expectations of the ſucceſs of this meaſute; but I own, if the 
calamities of our country have made men ſeriouſly think of reform- 
ing in every kind of luxury, in which they have been accuſtomed to 
indulge themſelves —If we are to deprive ourſelves of thoſe little 
enjoyments which were not formerly held to be eriminal—1 ſay, if 
men are te hold forth an uncommon auſterity of manners, in trifling 
and inſignificant points, I hope we ſhall not neglect the vital ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity, which, I am fure, we ſhall do if we negative the mo- 
tion that is now before us. 
I am well aware, that nothing of a ludicrous nature ſhould” be 
brought forward upon this occafion z. but I cannot help reciting the 
_ caſe of a man, whoſe name appears in the ſtate trials of King 
Charles II. and which I have very lately read. It appears that 
2 man was tried for piracy, in the courſe of which trial it was proved, 
that he was guilty of atrocious. robberies, and the moſt cruel 
murder, and yet his mind was ſo ſtrongly affected with certain cere- 
monies of religion, that when he was going to ſuffer for his crimes, 
he obſerved as he went along to the place of execution, I know, 
I have been guilty of many wicked things, but there is one thing [ 
can ſay, I never went to church without pulling my hat off.” |] 
truſt this country is not. proceeding upon principles which every ra- 
tional man muſt condemn, and adhering to vain punctilios inſtead of 
the ſubſtance of religion. We are not proceeding to encourage a 
ſyſtem which lets looſe an undiſciplined army to deprive mankind of 


all bleſſings under a pretence of over morality. or religion in any 


part of the globe. I truſt alſo, that we are not going to, profeſs at- 
tachment to religion on the one hand, while on the other we counte- 
nage a ſyſtem, which cauſes men to be ſold for debts, to be knid- 
__ napped, or in any manoer to be taken up and ſold to ſlavery. I fa 
_ I do dot believe there is a man in this Houſe whoſe, mind is fo formed, 


as to lead bim to conceive that his country is in ſuch a ſituation that 
for a con- 


be can ſeriouſly and gravely think he can ferve it by voting 
tinuance of the ſlave trade; and that be can-ſhew his piety to be 


{ 


a 


delt fecurity 4 fia 
that they ae fred!” Above all, the torrots öf Navery Mü el 


| Aa: rg F. 569 
world, by taki eare that he is not at the Opera Houſe aſter 12 


&clotk % Satlirefsy hight, or be ſcen travelling on Süfidays. I fay, 
II hope no man will 155 think that” the character of 4 nation” toe 
its piety, can be ſupported by theſe trifling | external obſetvancts, 
white it {Wtnits to have upon its hame a ſtaih fo bdtoits 46 that'of 
Gitinuing a trade, declared to the World to be founded on injufties 
ard name I fay, that your little obfervances of exterior, 


will be ſo fat 5 being an excuſe for your real immorality, "that 


icy vill be confideted as an aggravation of your oullt; 'for by them 
rw will add to your" other fins, the deepeſt, che blackeft, and che 
moſt odibus quality in the human character, I mean hypoetily. | 


I have now deliveted my opinion upon this ſubject. Tam not 


Cinguine in my Hopes of ſuecefs on a queſtion of this fort. Tam 
war convinced that the minds of men, ſome of whom think them 
ves enlightened, have taketi'a very contracted, a very ftrange, and 
4 very unhappy turn, with regard to queſtions of refotth, and every 
thing * that irhplitates the principles of public freedom; "afid herk, 
cannbt! 'he obſerving How 'fotne men would catch dt any fithg 
which they thitik tends to ſerve their immediate purpoſe, althot 

in reality it may make againſt it. Of this kind I take to be Te 
obſervations that were made concerning rank by thofe, who do not 
win the Have trade to be aboliſhed. ' Is this the way ifi wich they 
defend the trade ? Do they believe” that the differe net between a 
white maſter 18 x black ſervant is not fufficicht to ſopport rank 
without Abfolütt flavety? 1 fay, that avery is not tht wit to 5 
port rank. The beſt way to Keep up diſtinctiohs in ſoclety is, 


remove chat glafing and mopettoüs iegvnth, which makes e 1 


wan 4ri Abl! 5 rant, ane Other an Abfolute ſlave; ind thitMe 
ban hagelte in the Conte hotfness bf te Pert 


appear. With regard to whit Has been Tail tonight, chat particli- 
lat indi viduats thay hive been ervel, iHIthat We out Hot to Jul g 
of the lav ttache from che politifiry of förfte Perſots avi 

conducted thettiſerets in it:; I b Tam not fatisfled- It 1 er, 


itt Hot Mrs Bowle "abt ver krbedter wen erty" Ke 


ah apprettiet x Jha K Mom tente attempted 5" be Aged Yhat 
i we Gnhet cpfttör the palfiöns f matti, 2 the 1 5 Hs 
ale Alrsck ch er heh as iff Geller Later. TOME T Hf . K 
i becndfe T Wa chat lan i 
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of his fellow creature. If man were not cruel, ſlavery m4 never 
have been complained'of in this world. Indeed, if man were not 
1 crue}, {lavery would not exiſt. 
MI. SECRETARY AT WAR, faid—1 ſhould hardly Ke 
; been induced to trouble the Houſe to-night, however deſirous I 
might be to make a few obſervations upon this ſubje& ; had it not 
been for ſome of the obſervations of the right honourable gentle- 
man who has juſt ſat down. I agree with him in the reſult of ſome 
of his opinions, although I do not agree with him in the reaſons 
Which he has aſſigned for them, and that is the chief cauſe of my 
Tifing now; I do not wiſh to continue the ſlave trade, as its oppo- 
nents charge its advocates with wiſking to continue it, until all the 
- uncultivated land in the Weſt-Indies ſhall be brought to a ſtate of 
perfect cultivation. I have not the leaſt hefitation in declaring, that 


[Counons. 


If the queſtion were now, whether the ſlave trade ſhould be imme- 


diately aboliſhed, or be continued until all the land in the Weſt 
Indies ſhould be teen! the queſtion would not occupy one mo- 
ment more of my attention; certainly my alternative would be 
cat of voting for the abolition. Having given this opinion as 1 
feel it, and as T'conceive gratuitoufly, I will ſtate another which ! 
think I am bound to give, namely, Whether I ſhould vote for the 
motion now before you, or leave it to the Legiſlature of the iſlands, 
to whom, by the laſt addreſs of this Houſe upon that ſubjcR, it ſeems 
to me to bave been entruſted? I own, that leaving it to their care 
ſeems to me to be the beſt mode that can be adopted by this Houſe 
at preſent. Having ſtated this opinion ſhortly, I ſhall preſently 
aſſign ſome reaſons. for adopting it. * But as I differ from many 
gentlemen who have ſpoken upon this ſubject to night, I ſhall take 
notice ſhortly of the manner in which the queſtion has been argued. 
Much has been ſaid upon the interior ſituation of Africa; I think 
that a queſtion not very material for us to view in diſcuſſing this 
matter. It ſeems to me to be equally immaterial to ſay much on 
the horrors of the ſlave trade, or on the general corruption and de- 
pravity which muſt neceſſarily attend it. Theſe are points fo clear 
that nobody has lately attempted to diſpute them, and they are ſo 
glaring that they can hardly be overſtated, But then comes the 
general queſtion of the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt: 
4: Are you; after having acknowledged the injuſtice and inhumanity 
of the trade, to agree to its continuance ?” "Which he follows up 

dy afking=*# Are you to fay I will rob, becauſe another man will 
Wb Upon this I cannot help obſerving, that however triumph- 
unt the mode might be in which theſe queſtions were put, and whit- 
„ 12 be ths - ſoundneſs: of that right honourable, 1 
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£ judgement, the inſtance he puts, does not appear to me "2policable to 
the meaſure now before you. I allow that inaſmuch. as example 
| operates, each perſon concerned in the trade incurs. ſome cenſure, 
n becauſe examples of this kind are not only in themſelves, miſchie- 
. yous, but have alſo a tendeney to encourage it in others. 1 do not 
. | believe it to be true that we might rely on any aſſurance that if we 
1 diſcontinue. the trade it would not be carried on by others. All 
5 theſe points a to me to be diſtant from the main object of our 
0 diſeuſſion, and therefore I ſhall now paſs them by. I own it appears 


to me a little extraordinary that gentlemen, and particularly the 
4 right honourable Member who ſpoke laſt, ſhould endeavour to 
of draw a line of diſtinction between the duty of this Houſe and its 


JR inclinations. _ 

Hh Let me remind them of their own principles, and their own 
ft practice”; it is in the ſame tone that they talk of this diſtinction, and 
ov the impolicy of giving immediate freedom to the ſla ves in the Weſt 


. Indies. Why then, let me tell them, that by continuing that ſlavery, 
af they are continuing that which they know to be a great hardſhip 
11 upon the ſlaves there; but what would their anſwer be? They 
72 would ſay, ** We muſt ſuffer It to be continued ; for by taking it 
| ſuddenly away we ſhould create a greater evil than that which we 


of evils is the point in iflue. 
The right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 170 roundly 
that this Houſe, by coptinuing this trade for any length of time, 


flagrant breach of duty, or any breach of duty, I will take leave to 
fay is the whole queſtion, and that is to be decided by a compariſon 
of evils. © The queſtion then will be, whether, by aboliſhing the 
trade now, we are likely to create a greater evil than that which we 
would willingly remove; I ſay our intereſt is not any conſideration 
at all with us except in a comparative ſenſe ; and that includes not 
only the ſafety of the whole of our iſlands, but alſo the happi- 


the Weſt Indies. I ſay, then, that if you take that courſe. which, 
upon a view of all theſe points, appears to you to be the beſt, there 
can be no line of difference drawn between your duty, and your in- 
dination, becauſe in that caſe you will have entirely performed your 


becauſe no good reaſon has in my opinion been given for my doing 
otherwiſe ; eave this to the care and diligence of the Legiſlature of 
the Colonies. . Gentlemen may aſæ. Why do you not fix the period 
byond which y you vill not _ this traffic. to continue 4 I may 
| TRIS in ©» | 


propoſed to remedy. That is the real ſtate of the caſe, and a choice 


would be . guilty of a flagrant breach of duty. Whether it be a 


neſs of the very people who now endure the hardſhips of ſlavery in 


duty. I ſhall, therefore, do now what I did on a former occafign, 
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be told that am acting inconfiftently with my former principles, 
becauſe T/zgreed to the laſt addreſs, conſidering it as a notice to the 
- planters to diminiſh the importation of negroes ; that they have 
had full notice, and if they have not acted upon it, the fault is en- 
tirely their own, and they aught to have no farther time. To which 
I anfwer, if you 'confider the immediate abolition of the flave trade 
as a puniſhment ypon-thaſe who are intereſted in its eontinuance, 
your reafoning is correct; but if you regard the abolition as a mea- 
ſure, not of puniſhment upon a few. individuals, but for general po- 
liey, your reaſoning is inconcluſive ; and in that view of the fubject, 
there is the ſame reaſon for cantinuing your notice as there was for 


the reaſons {which made you then forbear from immediate abolition, 
ſhould induce you to forbear now. Thoſe the wiſh moſt eagerly 
for the abolition of this trade. may have very good wiſhes, but I do 
not know that their wiſhes will have the eſſect which they expect. 
Tf the planters go on in a ſyſtem for ameliorating the condition of 
the negroes, that will of itſelf have a good effect, however diſcon- 
- tented the advocates for the abolition of the ſlave trade may be. 
Upon the whole, in conſidering this as I ought to confider every queſ- 
tion, E aſk myfelf how am I to do the greateſt practical good? 
And in that view, I own I am inclined to truſt for a while to the 
Colonial Aſſemblies by way of experiment. Had I no hopes of 
confiderable public advantage by doing fo, I own: I ſhoutd not be 
inclined to follow either the propufition which is now before us, or 
that which-is recommended in its ſtead ; but. I ſhould follow the 
ideas of a man now no more; a man who left no part of the in- 
tereſts of mankind uncxamined, who brought with him more wiſ- 
dom in diſeuſſing every_ſubje& he attempted to inveſtigate than any 
man I ever knew; I need not hardly fay I mean the late Mr. Burke. 
His idea was to take much of the power of legiſlation upon this 
ſubject out of the hands of the Colonies, and to make many regula- 
tions within ourſelves relative to our traffie on the coaſt of Africa ; 
dy which be wiſhed to ameliorate the condition of the negro, and 
cauſe the ſlave trade to die a-natural death. I may be atked, 
„ Why do you not move ſomething to that effect? My aniver 
is, 1 do not fee the probability of producing thar deſirable effect, or 
elſc I would with pleaſure move it. I fay alſo that in point of ſact, 
from whatever cauſe, you have not ſucceeded in your endeavours to 


-abdliſh the trade; and that your noriee to che planters has hitherto | 


been inſufficient, that there has been no good reaſon aſſigned to-night 

Puy that notice ſhould, got be farther continued, and therefore [ 

ma vote again the preſeht ation.” If I could witha with abo: 
| 7 > TH | 
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giving it; for if the trade be now ig the ſame ſtate as it was then, 
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liſh the ſlave trade, deſirable, as that may be, yet ſtill I ſhould in 
the preſent Nate of the ee fear the effect of it. What the 
probable effect would be I cannot ſay with any degree of preciſion ; 
get apprehenſions are entertained great evils might follow, and it 
is from that fear that my difficulty ariſes. Something has been 
ſaid to-night tending to ſhew that much of the oppoſition to this 
motion proceeds from a general hatred to all innovation, ariſing 
from an abhorrence which ſo many of us feel towards French prin- 
eiples; that indeed from that abhorrence proceeds a diſpoſition to 
oppoſe every thing that tends to favour the freedom of mankind. So 
far is that idea from actuating me upon this occaſion, that my ha- 
tred of French principles and French freedom would rather increaſe 
my hatred of the ſlavery of the negroes; for certainly no two things 
in human life can bear a greater reſemblance to each other, than the 
flavery of negroes and French freedom; and therefore it is not on 
account of any general principles I entertain againſt- innovation, or 
again} reform, that I oppoſe this motion. | 
This is the view I have of the queſtion. I was anxious to ſtate 
my ſentiments upon it, the more particularly as an attempt was 
made to diſtinguiſh between our duty and our inclination. I fay 
the arguments offered to prove that diſtinctions are not good in them- 
ſelves, and that the gentlemen who have urged them cannot ſallow 
tem up with effect. ¶ have ſaid this to vindicate myſelf, and to 
vindicate this Hauſe from the imputation that our permanent in- 
tereſt goes one way, and our duty directs us to another. I deny 
that; I ſay my duty leads me to what J am now doing; I am con» 
ſidering how I can beſt ſecure the happineſs of millions, and I be- 
lieve I am purſuing the beſt mode for that purpoſe, by truſting this 
ſubject, for a while at leaſt, to the care and diligence of the Colonial 
Aſſemblies. I wiſh it, however, to be underſtood to bind myſelf 
ever at any future period, till after experience, to vote for, any mea- 
ſure like the preſent; that I may do, when it ſhall feem to me to 
be neceſſary, I was moſt anxious of all to ſtate what appeared to 
me to be my own juſtification. for the part I take, and the juſtifica- 
tion of the. Houſe alſo; but which I ſhould have forborne ating, 
but for the warmth, of the right honourable gentleman who-ſpoke 
laſt, wheſe erroneous reaſoning in ſome parts of his ſpecch, i can as 
eaſily excuſe on ſome occaſions as 1 can admire the force of his gu- 
ments on others. 
Mr. BARHAM faid; that i it heed to be the chief obje& of . 


veral ſpeeches delivered this night, to perſuade the Houſe, that all 
thoſe who, proſeſſing to condemn the trade, ſhould nevertheleſs, vote b 
— . aan, were, in Ann the trade, 5 
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and deferved only the reproach of hypocriſy, in addition to the other 
reproaches uſually heaped upon them. It was poſſible, however, 
that a man might concur in full approbation of the end, and yet 
conſider the means as highly unſuitable to attain it. For his part, 
he would not be deterred by ſuch inſinuations, either from giving 
the vote he thought it his duty to give, or from expreſſing the ſenti- 
ments he felt. What would govern his vote ori this occafion, as it 
always had done, was an earneft defire that the trade ſhould ceaſe, 
and the beſt judgement he could form on the probable _ of 
meafures offered for this purpoſe to the Houſe. 

With regard to the motion now made, he had always maintained 
the impracticability of efſecting the abolition in this way, and waz 
convinced that the attempt would only prove to perpetuate the trade 
in a ſhape ſtill more adverſe to the intereſts of humanity than it was 
at preſent. Whether he was right or wrong in this opinion, the 
queſtion was, at leaſt, of ſome importance. On the deciſion of it, 
he was always deſirous to reſt the whole caſe ; and to the examina- 
tion of it, he had frequently ſolicited gentlemen on the other fide ; 
but in vain: they were fo occupied by their invectives againſt the 
trade, and all tfoſe whom they choſe to conſider as its advocates, 
that they had no time for the inquiry, whether the means they pro- 
poſed for its abolition were likely to be at all effectual or not. 

It had been ſneeringly aſked, about what time the trade might be 
brought to a concluſion, if thoſe means were adopted which he and 
others had recommended ; and one gentleman had been repreſented 
as wiſhing it to laſt two hundred and forty years, The anſwer he 
ſhould make to this queſtion would neither be, in two hundred and 
forty years as had been inferred from that gentleman's ſpeech, nor 
in eight or nine years as that gentleman had actually ſaid ; but his 
anſwer would be, Let it ceaſe as ſon as pelſible. For the purpoſe 
of cultivating new lands, he wiſhed it not to continue a moment; 
and he was glad to hear it propoſed to make compenfation to the 
owners of theſe lands, becauſe he thought it would facilitate the 
adoption of many defirable regulations in the ifſands. For his own 
part, though he pretended not to make fo great a ſacrifice as his ho- 
nourable friend, he was as defirous to renounce whatever ſhare of 
ſuch compenſation might be due to him; but he had no authority 

ta relinquiſh the right of others, which, in many cafes, might be 
their all, and for which, if taken away for a public purpoſe, the 
public would undobtedly give a full indemnification. * 

One advantage of the plan, which was by ſome perſons derided as 
nugatory over that which they purſued themſelves, was pretty evident. 
It would operate, at leaſt, immediately. Inſtead of giving an | annual 
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ſpur to the trade, as the right honourable gentleman's motions did, 
the trade would be immediately checked and confined, While 
various reftrictions were adopted here to narrow the ſupply, every 
regulation might be introduced in the Colonies to leſſen the de- 
mand. By ſuch meaſures alone could the abolition ever be effected: 
had they been purſued from the firſt, he was perſuaded the trade 
would hardly have laſted till the preſent time; and even now he 
believed they would attain the end at no very diſtant period, unleſs 
gentlemen continued by ſuch motions and ſpecches as had been made 
that night to irritate the minds of thefColonies, to excite their fears, 
and to render them averſe from the work which had been recom- 
mended to them. Whether ſuch conduct might ajtogether diſap- 
point the hopes which he and his friends had formed, he could nut 
pretend to ſay ; but if it unfortunately ſhould, he doubted not but 
thoſe would be loudeſt in their reproaches, whoſe violence and ob- 
ſtinacy had been the chief cauſe of the diſappointment. 

Be this as it might, he ſhould continue to purſue thoſe ſteps 
which appeared to him to afford the beſt chance of putting an end 
to the trade ; againſt the preſent motion he ſhould vote, becauſe it 
afforded more, and counteracted the meaſures from which there 
was as yet no reaſon to deſpair of ſucceſs. | 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T obſerved, that ſeveral allufions were 
made to what he had ſaid to-night. He begged it to be underſtood 


that nothing which was delivered by him on the ſubject of com- 


penſation, was uttered for the firſt time. He had on more occa- 


ſions than one given an opinion with reſpect to land in the Weft 


Indies, which the Crown had granted, and for which a conſidera- 
tion had been received by the Crown. 

The Houſe then divided on the motion —Ayes, 83 ; Noes, 87. 
The motion for the abolition was thus loſt by a Majority of 4. 

After the divifion, Mr. WILBBRFORCE obſeryed, that as 
ſome gentlemen whe had oppoſed him on this queſtion had never- 
theleſs ſhewn a diſpoſition to admit ſome limitations to the ſlave 


trade, and in particular that of confining the future ſupplies to the 
object of filling up the preſent gangs in the Weſt Indies, he wiſhed | 


to know whether he might hope that they would make any motion 
on that ſubject, as if they would not, he might probably, on ſome 
future day, propoſe a motion himſelf upon ic ? 


trade on the coaſt of Africa, 


He alſo obſerved, 
that he might, perhaps, alſo move ſome queſtion for reſtricting the : 
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Thurſday, April 4. | 
Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſpoke nearly as follows ;— 


The motion I intended to make is fo reconcilable to the principles 
which have always regulated the liberty of the preſs in this country, 
that I ſhould have thought it unneceſſary to introduce it by any ob- 
ſervations whatever, had pot reports been circulated that it was to 
be of a nature very diferghr from what I intend to propoſe. Before 
I explain the nature of the bill, I ſhall take the liberty of ſtating 
what has been ſaid on this ſubject. It has been ſaid, that I meant 
to make the authors of all the anonymous paragraphs which appear 
in the public prints affix their names to the articles they write. It 
has likewiſe been ſaid, that I meant to call upon all proprietors, 
publiſhers and printers of papers, to find ſecurity for all fines and pe- 
nalties which might be impoſed upon them. Neither of theſe, Sir, 
have eny thing to do with the principle upon which I intend to found 
the bill I ſhall move for leave to bring in. I do not mean to pro- 
poſe any regulations inconſiſtent with the principle of the freedom of 
the preſs as it now exiſts, and which admits of no previous reſtraint. 
The common law of the country is ſufficiently adequate to the 
puniſhment of libel. If a perfon libel the public, or libel an indi- 
vidual, he is held to bail, upon a bill of indidtment being found 
againſt him by a Grand Jury of this Country. This has been found 
a ſufficient barrrier againſt the abuſes of the preſs. If the ſame 
ſecurity attends the informations filed by the Attorney General, 
enough is done ; I have nothing more no fay ; the rights of the 
ſubje& are protected, and no previous reſtraint impoſed. 

The principal object I have in view by this motion, is to procure 
a greater facility than at preſent exiſts, of proving who are the real 
proprietors, printers and publiſhers of any particular newſpapers. — 
There are other objects of inferior importance. One of them is 
to give greater ſecurity to the revenue, and probably to increaſe it, by 
preventing newſpapers from being printed on unſtamped paper. 
Another was to prevent the exportation of unſtamped newſpapers. 
And laftly, I intend to propoſe that the exportation of either ſtamped 
or unſtamped newſpapers to an enemy's country ſhould be prohibited, 
for reaſons I ſhall hereafter ſtate. With reſpect to ſome other 
publications, which are not to be ſtamped, but which are alſo objeds 
for regulation, I ſhall offer a few obſervations when I have done 
with the newſpapers. The law with regard to periodical publica- 
tions, is well known to the Houſe. If you purchaſe a newſpaper 


[ Commons, 


at the ſhop where it is publiſhed, this purchaſe is held to be ſufficient 
Gentlemen 


evidence againſt the proprietor, printer, and publiſher, 
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may ſay, that it ſeems very extraordinary any farther proofs ſhould 
be wanting. In reply to any remark of that kind, I can only ob- 
ſerve, that the facts which I am prepared to ſtate will ſhew that the 
preſent proof is defective; that there are means of eluding the law 


on this ſubject, and that individuals have not the ſame ſecurity 


againſt libel which the public has. I ſhould fail, however, in the 
object I have in view, if the meaſure I now propoſe does not regard 
the character of individuals as well as the public. The abuſe which 


is now poured on private characters, in the public prints, is aſto- 


niſhing, and calls loudly for ſome means to repreſs it. I remem- 
ber, ſeveral years ago, to have heard it ſtated with ſurprize, that 
newſpapers ſhould be permitted to remain in the ſtate of licemiouſ- 
neſs in which they then were. Looking back, however, to newſ- 
papers thirty years ago, the difference in the degree of private ſlander 
was immenſe between them and the papers of the preſent day. This 
vicious practice has grown by degrees to ſuch a height, and has be- 


come ſo general, that it cannot be ſuppoſed the individuals engaged 


in it are actuated by any malignant intention. This, however, is not 
a ſufficient apology : but I will ſubmit to the Houſe, whether an 
alarming public evil does not ariſe from ſuch a deal of private ſlander 
being continually preſented to our eyes? I would have you confider, 
whether the conſtant current of abuſe which flows from the newſ- 
papers of all parties, has not a very great tendeney to deaden that 
delicacy of fecling upon which the purity of morals fo much depends? 

In the courſe of the obſervations I ſhall have the honour of ſub- 
mitting to the Houſe, I will make ir appear that printers and pub- 


liſhers, as the law now ſtands, may, by certain means, avoid being 


puniſhed for the libels they publiſh. Is it not fit that they ſhould 
be rendered completely reſponſible ? Under theſe conſiderations, it 
became my bounden duty to bring forward this meaſure. The ſe- 
curity of individuals againſt libel is very weak indeed ; but it is not 
ſo with the public. To proſecute effectually, it is neceſſary that 
the paper ſhould have been purchaſed in the ſhop of the perſon who 
is proſecuted : this cannot always be done by individuals; but the 
Government, ſo far as regards the metropolis at leaſt, are in full 


poſſeſſion of this ſpecies of proof. 1 ſhall ſtate how this happens. 


It is a fact, I believe, pretty generally known, that the Government 
employ a perſon to buy a copy of every newſpaper that is publiſhed. 
This is done becauſe, if an information be filed, it is neceſſary to be- 
gin the proſecution by proving that the paper was bought at the ſhop 
of the perſon againſt whom the information is filed. But the indi- 
vidual is in a very different Gtuation. If there is any thing ſup- 


poſed to be libellous in a newſpaper, it is dilteult to get it on the 
Vor. V. 4 E 


we 
Tf TORT: 
ELIE @.. 
1 
} 1 
* Wy l - 
: 11 17 
1 71 4 
| | EW 
|. (RY 9 
in 
1 1 £ 
. 1 4 
1 . q 
} 441 ES 71 
1 
11 
8 5 
1 > : 
5 k 
HIS EY ba 4 
h » 4 
i 3 
(4 
; , 4 
TT : n 
* f 
| 20 
: fe 
* n 
: F « 
' | 
b 8 * A 
Fe / 
1 
* 
g 11 
14 \ 
1 
* , 
<UTY 
= 1 
bs 3 
. 2 S « 
: 8 q 
| 1 
8 
. 1 * 5 * 
rd 
: * 
N. = 
1'F 5 4 
l : 
f , 
1 op 
' 7 f 
5 ; > 
q i . 
$} 
> hi 
LO _ 
: 3 * 
F 4 #* 
' 7 
g 9 
1 
; £4 
. © _ 4, 
} HY 
P Me * * 
4 5 4 
: [i : / 7 
2 
„ 1 
1 7 t 
11 - «> p * * 5 
+ 
;-% 
” N 1 
14 5 . 
' - 1 4 
an 1.3 $ 
. 5 $ 
* * 
53 
* 5 -* . 
* L, 
: C 
' "we * 
; 3, SHOE 
1 1 
j : 
n _ 
5 6 
9 f 
f CEN 
l 0 
eee 
1 , - x 
: : py Tz 
Ki wu} 
: 1 
* e 
LE 1 5 
$445, * 
$4 7 
\ 7 
i kev 
op - * 5 
: P 1 
N 
4 1 #4 
: * Þ : 
1 i 
* PO 
1 * WF 
: * F 48. 
4 1 
* + EE ih 
3 3 7 
"4 ty £44 
+ 2-4 ? 
ae 
© oP a & 8 
i : | . 
„ J80Y i 
* 44 on G 
l 
* 5 
” nl 
„„ 
TIF - * 
n 4 
*% 5 9 
6 "3 7 \ 
1 : - 
. een 
14 A+. 
; : * 
— 4.87 1 
2 * vil 
FF. 
e ts 
e 
1 ai» Kt 
HS ; F 
| | N 
185 5 ” 3 
K * $625: 
' * KF 
# 
1 5 
8 ? 
n 
* an 
# $4 
l * 1 
1.4 2 
+54, VETS 
£ 7 8 
52 * f r 
Fes 5+. 98 
1+. 2668 
i: T2 
28 { 4 
* TS 2. 10 0 
y * F - 
e 
1 #3.” 
Ls” £8 JN 
W 5 p 
> C 8 = | 
"v7" 8 o 
1 $$ 
4, $ Z 
F » , 
- 1 9 
8 
1 1 
\ 5, 12" it J£ 
"4 $$ 
73 4 0 on 
+3 i 
x 4 1 * q 
uy 93 * ** ? 
l 1 
1 5 3 
k * $9 4 1 
1 
? > 


Foo 


— won ey — _ ear — — — — 3 — he . - 
? l . 2 — A 
Re — 8 8 — 2 — 7 S ” * 
rr . 21 rely 9 ” 
by Sr I 4 = AT > 8 3 9 * 
I” 5 t — 
r — K # _ ry - =_ * 4 
r $ 8 
N r 4 OT: 227 re” 
4 yo 
=>. 
R —— 
F 1 = f 


— 
n * 
r 

"53% — 

1 1 wm rh 2m, 
2 * 1 


572 PARLIAMENTARY 


day of publication, and almoſt impoſſible on the day after, becauſe it 
is refuſed to be fold. Notwithſtanding this unwillingneſs to ſell ſuch 
newſpapers, the ſcandal has ample room for circulation. Go into 
the private houſes of your acquaintance, there you will find it oceu- 
pying the attention of the family ; go into every coffee-houſe, and 
there you will find all the tables loaded with it. The individual 
who is the ſubject of this baſe ſcandal perhaps goes to a lawyer, and 
aſks him in what manner he is to procure redreſs. The firſt queſ- 
tion the lawyer will aſk him will certainly be, Can you prove 
where this paper was publiſhed ?” If he can anſwer in the affirma- 
tive, he then has prima facie evidence againſt the proprietors of the 


Commons, 


newſpaper ; but if he is not able to ſhew the particular ſhoy in | 


which it was bought, he muſt fit down content with the abuſe that 
is heaped upon him, and patiently ſuffer all the evils it may inffict. 
It is true there is a ſort of proof, independent of buying a paper in 
the ſhop of the proprietor ; the very ſhewing it in a coffee-houſe 
might be brought forward as evidence : but this is a ſpecies of evi- 
"dence to which a Jury would not be likely to pay much attention. 
Thus, then, it appears evident, that the public have much better 
ſecurity for proof againſt libels than individuals. x 
But the ſhameful ſyſtem of calumny and ſlander which diſgraces 
the Britiſh preſs, has found its way into the provincial newſpapers, 
and complaints have frequently been made of a neglect in profecuting 
them. © Thoſe, however, who made thoſe complaints, were ignorant 
of the impoſſibility of reaching them as the law now ſtands. A pro- 
'fecution cannot be commenced unleſs there is evidence of buying the 


paper from the publiſher ; and, to be able to produce this evi- | 


- dence upon every occaſion, Government would require to have 
an eſtabliſhment in every town in Great Britam for purchaſing 
newſpapers. | | 

It happens, though merely accidental, that the public have another 
ſecurity beſides that which I have juſt mentioned. This ſecurity 
ariſes indirectly; and therefore there, perhaps, ought to be ſome 
degree of delicacy in ufing it. I think, however, it would be better 
that it were diſtinctly avowed, and made directly applicable to this 
ſecurity. The act of the fifth of George III. requires every per- 
ſon printing newſpapers to give ſecurity for the amount of the duty 
upon the advertiſements which appear in his paper. The act of the 
' 29th George III. enacts, that not only the perſon who profeſſes to 
print {for it frequently happens that the perſon who profeſſes t 
print has really nothing at all to do with that part of the buſineſs), 
but one or more of the proprietors, ſhould give ſecurity in the Stamp- 
office for tlie payment of the duties upon the advertiſements the) 
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it publiſh. This regulation, you will obſerve, was not framed for 4 
ch the purpoſe of rendering them amenable to criminal juſtice, but in 1 
to order to ſecure the revenue. But even individuals, in their proſe- i 
U- cutions, may avail themſelves of this circumſtance. After proving a 
nd the fact that you bought the paper, you proſecute the ſhop where 730 
al it is publiſhed ; you may then call for the production of the bond in be 
nd the Stamp-office, which will afford you prima facie evidence as to Wei: | 
l- the proprietors. The. firſt inſtance of advantage being taken of 150% % 
ve this mode of proof, happened in the cafe of Mr. Topham, who was 1 
a. proprietor of a newſpaper called The Mrd. An information was 1 
he filed againſt this gentleman, for libelling the memory of the late Earl l 
in Cowper. As there was no ſuſpicion that libelling the memory of a Wk | 
at dead man was proſceutable, the paper which contained the libel was WP 1, 
. eaſily purchaſed; but the proſecution failed on aceount of an infor- f 1 [ 
in mality. The principle, however, of this mode of proof, ſeems to - 1208 
ſe be defeQive, inaſmuch as it was intended for a check to prevent the Es | 
vi- defrauding of the revenue, and not for any other purpoſe. It is ob- Wh | 
Jn, jectionable, too, in another reſpect; for you cannot in juſtice make - 71298 
ter the perſon whoſe name you find in the Stamp-office anſwerable in BY | 
a criminal proſecution, if he has parted with his property in the paper, WI { 
ces and ceaſed to have any kind of intereſt in it It would be preſſing +» il 
rs, the principle too far to ſay, that, becauſe be was liable for the pay- e 
ing ment of the duty due upon advertiſements, he ſhould alſo be anſwer- 1 
ant able for every libel which might appear in a paper over which he "+80 
ro- had no control whatever. It is alſo defective in this point. of view, wy: | 
the that only the proprietor whoſe name is in the Stamp- office can be . 
vi- made liable by it, whereas juſtice requires that every proprietor ſhould =: 
ave ſhare in the penalties, as well as in the profits attending his newſ- 1 
ing paper. I ſee, indeed, no reaſon why every proprietor ſhould not 1 6 
be made liable. It is now found, that the ſecurities I have men- 6 975 
her tioned are very imperfect. A newſpaper may have a very confider- Wh | 
rity able circulation in the metropolis, and alſo through the whole coun- #4 1 
me try, without any perſon being found who can be made ſtrictly re- 1 
tter ſponſible for its contents. To ſhew that ſuch caſes exiſt, I ſhall 4 [ 
this briefly ſtate to the Houſe the circumſtances which have induced me * Ml 1 
er- to ſuggeſt reaſons for preventing them to occur hereafter. 7 174 
uty It will be in the recolleion of every one who hears me, that if 
the there appeared, in a certain newſpaper, a letter, giving an account "188 
; to of the treatment of the French priſoners at Liverpool: and here.I . 4 
x60 muſt beg leave to ſay, that if the ſtatement in that letter was true, | l 
fs), the manner in which the priſoners were treated at that place was a 1 Fl [| 
mp- Ciſgrace to the nation which could not too ſoon be wiped, away by 2 1 


uſt reparation 5 but, on the contrary, if it was falſe, the author, of 
. 4E 2 
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it is an enemy of his country, and, if he could be found, deſerves the 
moſt marked puniſhment the laws can infli for ſuch an offence, 
It will alſo be in the recollection of the Houſe, that there was ſoon 
after publithed, in the ſame paper, a report from the Mayor of Li- 
verpool, directly and anxioufly contradicting the ſtatements con- 
tained in this letter. Individuals, alſo connected with the fervice 
of ſupplying the French priſoners in Liverpool, were zealous in pub- 
liſning contradictions to the letter, and vindicating their own cha- 
racers. I muſt own, when I read that letter in that newſpaper, I 
was not ſurpriſed to hear that many perſons ſaid, © What is' the 
Attorpey General about, that he does not proſecute this?“ I muſt, 
however, remark, in anſwer to many obſervations of this kind, that 
there are a great variety of things to be determined before a proſe- 
cution by the Crown ought to be commenced—not only whether the 
caſe is fit to be proſecuted, but alſo whether the proſecution can be 
carried through with effect. I am not the friend of proſecutions : 
but I ſhould be very unfit, more particularly in theſe times, for the 
fituation I hold, if I had hefitated a moment in determining upon 
profecuting this libel. Having inſtantly determined on the proſecu- 
tion, an information was filed. The paper was bought at the ſhop 
in which it was publiſhed ; I thought I had my evidence complete 
but I was deceived. From every inquiry that has been made, 
from every account that can be collected, IJ have reaſon to believe 
that the perſon I have been proſecuting is not in this country—at 
leait, if he be in the country, I cannot diſcover him; but according 
to my beſt information, he is abroad. Some time ago, a gentleman 
gave ſecurity in the Stamp- office for the duty upon advertiſements in 
this paper, but he ceaſed to have any intereſt in it about a year and 


a half ago. Now, though this gentleman can be called upon to 


make good the payment of the advertifement duty, it would certainly 
be an act of unjuſt ſeverity to make him anſwer to a criminal charge 
of this nature. This is the ſituation of the proſecution. 

I ſhall now call the attention of the Houſe to another circumſtance 
connected with newſpapers. I have frequently obſerved with aſto- 
niſhment, that, in the debates of the French Legiſlature, it has been 
publicly aſſerted that they had their journals in this country. I hope 
there is no man in the nation ſo deteſtably baſe as to lend himſelf 

in this way to the purpoſes of the enemy; but when I ſee theſe falſe 
accounts reſpecting the treatment of the French priſoners here mi- 
nutely detailed in the French papers, what ppinion muſt I entertain 
of any man who could have publiſhed accounts calculated to expoſe 


his own' countrymen to, perhaps, the crueleſt uſage in return, for 


ſeverities falſoly faid to have taken place here? But there is 
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| another very extraordinary circumſtance connected with this buſi- 


neſs. I hold in my hand a great number of newſpapers, which 


were found on boar of a neutral veſſel bound to France: they are 


all unſtamped, and contain ſuch information that any perſoa who 
ſhould have written it to France would have incurred the higheſt 
puniſhment. Theſe papers are different numbers of the papers I 
before mentioned. It may be ſaid again, why is this not proſe 
cuted? But were the caſe fit to be proſecuted, I muſt aſk, where 
am I to find the publiſher? Here are two other papers, which 
were found in the ſame veſſel along with theſe : the one is ſtamped, 
and the other is unſtamped. It is true, that if I go to the offices 
of theſe papers, I can find real printers and publiſhers ; but then, 
unleſs I could ſhew that they came from their reſpective ſhops, my 
evidence would fail. Theſe papers were diſcovered in conſequence 
of information having been received at the Stamp-office, that the 
revenue was conſiderably defrauded by unſtamped papers being 
printed and ſent abroad, as well as circulated in the country. The 


Stamp-office, anxious to ſecure the revenue, ſent a circular letter to 


each of the newſpaper offices, informing them, that if they 'printed 
any unſtamped papers, they would be very ſtrictly proſecuted. 
Upon receiving this notice, one of the two laſt-mentioned newſ- 
papers very handſomely ſtates, that the Stamp- office would act very 
properly in proſecuting perſons who print on unſtamped paper, as 


that practice had been carried to a great height, and the revenue 


confiderably infringed. It js rather extraordinary, however, that 
the paper which contains this paragraph ſhould be the unſtamped 
one of the two. e N 
One of the greateſt excellencies of the Britiſh Conſtitution is, 
that while it gives the fulleſt extenſion of genuine liberty, and ſe- 
cures the real rights and promotes tt: true happineſs of the people, 
it belongs to its influence, it belongs to the good ſenſe of Eng- 
liſhmen, that they ſhould, upon urgent occaſions, deprive them- 
ſelves for a time of the bleſſings they inherit, in order that they 
may afterwards enjoy them with the fulleſt ſecurity. I am 
happy, however, that I have not any propoſition of this kind 
to make; and I am fure I ſhall not be told that it is not fit I 
ſhould have the means of profecuting with effe& thoſe offences which 
the public intereſt requires to be puniſhed, nor that the individual 
who has been injured by calumny ſhall be put in ſuch à fituation 
as to render it impoſſible for him to commence an action againſt the 
perſon who. is, perhaps, working his ruin. It is my intention to 
make ſome: proviſion, in the bill, of this ſort to make it the duty 
of the Commiſſioners of Stampy-to aſcertain who the real proprietors 


* 
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of newſpapers are. I am aware that I may be told, that the regu- 
lations I ſhall propoſe to be adopted will probably tend to diminiſh 
the revenue ; but a ſmall ſacrifice in one branch of the revenue is 
not to be compared with the advantages likely to enſue, both to the 
country and to individuals, by this meaſure. I fay, I would pro- 
poſe to make it incumbent on the Stamp-office not to deliver out 
any ſtamped paper for printing newſpapers but to perſons who ſhall 
be known to them, and who ſhall make an affidavit that they are 
the proprietors, the printers, or the publiſhers, of their reſpeQive 
papers; that thefe perſons, being thus known in their real charac- 
ters, ſhall all be anſwerable in the ſame manner as the law now un- 
derſtands them to be. While on this ſubject, I cannot avoid 


ſtating a very ſcandalous practice which prevails in ſome newſpapers. 


I remember a caſe in Chancery which will illuſtrate it. A pro- 
prietor of a newſpaper was called upon by a ſifting bill, as it is 
termed, to declare his profits. The conſcience of the defendant 
having been pretty well ſifted, it did not appear that any profits had 
ariſen from publiſhing. © Oh, Sir, ſaid the complainant, *«* you 
muſt. aſk him what profits have ariſen from what he did not 
publiſh !'—< How! profits from what is not publiſhed ' — 
«© Why you know,” replied the complainant, * that paragraphs 
come in in ſhoals, which are paid for not being inſerted by thoſe 
they are written againſt!” I doubt not that in many papers charges 
are made for ſuppreſſing malicious paragraphs, and I am ſure the 


Houſe will not regret to ſee meaſures taken which may be likely to : 


eheck a practice of this nature. 

The next object I have in view is, to prevent by this bill the 
practice of printing on unſtamped paper, and the exporting either 
ſtamped or unſtamped newſpapers to France during the period of 
hoſtilities between that counity and this. The utility of ſuch a 
reſtriction was obvious from the nature of the intelligence contained 
in the papers which had been ſeized. In one paper there is a cu- 
rious advice given to the Lords of the Admiralty. It is faid, that 
« a valuable Weſt-India fleet is on the point of failing under the 
weak convoy of two frigates, which may eaſily be intercepted by two 
line of battle ſhips from Breſt ; the Admiralty ought certainly to 

ſtrengthen the convoy.” This paragraph, it is true, is clothed in 
| the diſguiſe of advice, but it was not the leſs dangerous or infidious 
on that account. . The deteſtable letter reſpecting the French pri- 
ſoners which I have already mentioned, was alſo! introduced with 
the ſhew of impartiality, and appears to come from one perſon to 
another in a very candid manner. Here again this paragraph is 
found on board a neutral veſſel going to France: but I ſhall only 
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aſk the Houſe, what they conceive would be the fate of any perſon 
who ſhould have been found to have ſent this information to the 
enemy in writing? It is certainly of the greateſt importance to 
prevent ſuch communications, whether printed or written. In 
another paragraph it was ftated, that Great Britain and Ireland 
are two integral parts, and equally liable to the attacks of the com- 
mon enemy ; but as the people of this country were zealous for its 
defence, the French would certainly make an attempt upon Ireland, 
where the diſcontents of the inhabitants would favour their deſigns.” 

If this is not giving information to the enemy, I am at a loſs in 
what light to conſider it. If it was not intended as ſuch, it is ſtill 
a thing which ought not to be allowed, 

I have alluded to another kind of publication, beſides newſpa- 
pers, as fit to be embraced by the bill I propoſe to bring in. There 
are a vaſt number of anonymous pamphlets, without the name of 
either printer or publiſher, circulated with the greateſt induſtry 
through the country. Some of them appear to be written by very 
able men ; but the opinions which they propagate concerning reli- 
gion are deteſtable—the Government, libellous—and general poli- 
tics, moſt wicked and dangerous. They have certainly a very direct 
tendency to diſturb the happineſs and tranquillity of the kingdom, 
by alienating the affections of the people from their Sovereign and 
happy Conſtitution. I have devoted a good deal of my time and 
attention to conſider how to render the publiſhers and authors of 
theſe works reſponſible, conſiſtent with the principle on which I 
ſhall always contend the liberty of the preſs ought to reſt, viz. that 
of impoſing no previous reſtraint to publications. I cannot flatter 
myſelf that I have yet fallen upon any proper method of regulating 
theſe pamphlets. I ſhall therefore defer any propofition with reſpect 
to them until another opportunity. 

I ſhall have a laſting ſatisfaction in the recollection I ſhall have 
of this meaſure, if it ſhould accompliſh the end I wiſh. I truſt it 
will enable men of all political parties to bring to juſtice thoſe who 
libel them, by aſcribing improper motives to their conduct. In ſay- 
ing this, I mean to ſpeak of the papers that are friendly to Adminiſ- 
tration, as well as thoſe which favour Oppoſition. I hope there is 
no newſpaper in this m_ to which this obſervation will not 
apply.— I move, 

% That leave be given to bring in a bill for preventing the miſ- 
c chiefs ariſing from the printing and publiſhing of newſpapers by 
© perſans unknown, and for rh their dn and n 

P cation in; other reſpects.” - 
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Mr. SHERIDAN declared he would object to any kind of mea. 
ſure introduced by the learned gentleman, concerning what he 
terms reſtricting the licenſe, and limiting within bounds, the Preſs, 
Every allowance to which the honourable gentleman was entitled 
upon the principle of candour ſhould be allowed him; but, in the 
inſtance before him, he had reaſon to ſuſpeR that very great latitude 
in that particular virtue could not be attributed to him. He was 
free to ſay, that in the bill, and in its tendency, lay concealcd a de- 
ſign of deſtroying the liberty of the preſs altogether. This he con- 
fidered but merely the preface to that which probably, at no very 
diſtant period, was intended, namely, a general cruſh of every pub- 
lication not exactly according with the party in power. He per- 
ceived that its purport had in view, not only all newſpapers, but 
every other kind of periodical production that was publiſhed in the 
kingdom. He truſted it would have no partial conſideration for party 
productions, but would comprehend every ſpecies, including even 
that recent publication called The Anti. Facobin, a print that abounded 
with as much libellous matter as any he had heard of, and that too 
without a ſtamp. But he feared, that, whatever ſpecies of publica- 
tion this bill might include in its ſpirit, or even in its letter, an At- 
torney General would ſcarcely ever be found ready and deſirous of 
proſecuting for any flander which might ifſue from any print pub- 
liſhed for the purpoſe of abuſing thoſe in Oppoſition. His own 
experience furniſhed him with numberleſs documents to that effect. 
Did the honourable and. learned gentleman, among all the libels 
that he ſaw and knew were uſhered into the world againſt him and 
his friends, charging them with-every political crime that ingenuity 
could deviſe, and every private error that depravity could invent, to 
render men odious, or make them contemptible—did that learned 
gentleman, he would aſk, ever make any effort even to threaten 
the delinquents for ſuch mĩſconduct with a legal proſecution? Cer- 
tainly not. It was certain, however, that he was not a friend to 
proſecution. He was of opinion that the Preſs ſhould be unfet- 
tered ;, that its freedom ſhould be, as indeed it was, commenſurate 
with the freedom of the People, and the well being of a virtuous 
State: on that account, he thought that even an hundred libels had 
better be uſhered into the world, than one proſecution be inſtituted 
which might endanger the liberty of the preſs of this country. He 
remarked, that the honourable and learned gentleman who ſubmitted 
this bill, ſtated a caſe in the courſe of his obſervations, infinuating 


that the produce to proprietors of newſpapers, for ſcandal not pub- 


_ © liſhed, was as profitable in the degree, and as great, as that which 
they obtained from ſcandal they diſſeminated. If that be the calc, 
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he would be glad to be informed, what the proprietors of Treaſury 
newſpapers received from their Comptrollers for the abuſe ſo abun- 
dantly laviſhed on Oppoſition, and for that which they withheld 
from appearing againſt their own patrons ? and whether, as all pro- 


prietors were to be punithed alike, they were to be conſidered as 


proprietors, ſince the papers exiſted at their expence? He might 
readily anſwer both queſtions himſelf, were not the redundancy of 
the reply ſufficiently obvious, from the conſciouſneſs that obtained 
on the other fide of the Houſe. Upon the whole, it was his deter- 
mination, in whatever light he conſidered the intentions of the ho- 
nourable gentleman who was about to introduce the bill, to oppoſe 
it; at preſent, he conſidered it a dangerous innovation, as well 
upon the liberty of the individual, as on the liberty of the Engliſh 
reſs. 
Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL lamented the. honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt happened not to be in his place when he 
firſt introduced his motion; if he had, he would have obſerved that 


the tendency of the meaſure propoſed, inſtead of reſtricting the 
| liberty of the preſs, the liberty of the individual, or that of the na- 


tion, went to the ſecurity of the firſt, the maintaining the ſecond, 
and promoting the third. In the farther progreſs of the bill, the 
honouravle gentleman may have cauſe to like it better. This was 

a ſubject often canvaſſed before; and he thought the Public had a 
right, as well as the Government, to expect a bill of this nature to 
be introduced ; and at no time was it ever ſo expedient. As to the 
print mentioned by the honourable gentleman, he had no opportu- 
nity of taking it into cognizance ; for he never ſaw it without a 
ſtamp. And as to the libels ſaid to be uſhered forth by publica- 
tions of the kind, in like manner mentioned by that honourable 


gentleman, his anſwer with regard to them was exactly the ſame. 


One general principle prevailed in the bill which he hoped to have 
the honour of bringing in ; and that was, that it ſhould embrace 
all publications. As to the ſtarement of the honourable gentleman, 
ſaying he was an enemy to all kinds of proſecutions, this he 
thought too general, and too much abounding with a dangerous 


latitude for him, either in his profeſſional capacity or otherwiſe, ever- 


to admit. | 
Mr. SHERIDAN, in explanation, repeited his obſervations ; 


he declared himſelf an enemy to all kinds of proſecutions, although | 


himſelf was as much libelled as moſt. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, he had read the paper alluded to 


by the honourable gentleman oppoſite to him, and obſerved how 
much ſatisfaQion it afforded him. It certainly was ſtamped. 
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Mr. SHERIDAN replied, that the-qualification that entitled it 
to the approbation of the right honourable gentleman did not exaQtly 
correſpond with what he ſhould confider as recommending it. For 
his part, he made it a rule to read a paper, and approve of it — its 
wit, not for its ftamp. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, there was a part of the learned ernte 
man's ſpeech who made the motion, which he could not paſs over in 
filence : it was that in which he inſinuated, that the editor of the 
paper he had ſpoken ſo much about, inſerted the letter from Liver. 
pool reſpecting the French priſoners, knowing it to be falſe. This 
he would poſitively contradict, and could aſſure the Houſe, on the 
authority of the editor himſelf, that he had not the. ſmalleſt reaſon 
to believe that the contents of the letter were falſe ; and he had 


merely inſerted it with the view of affording an opportunity of con- 


tradicting it; if its ſtatements ſhould turn out to be erroneous. He 
was certain that gentleman had not the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion that he 
was inſerting any thing calculated to occaſion miſchief ; he never 
would have publiſhed it if he had conceived it could have had ſuch 
an effect. For his own part, even if cruelty of any kind had been 
employed againſt the French priſoners, he could ſafely ſay, as indeed 


it was his opinion, that the Executive Government of this country 


were to be exonerated from ſuch an imputation; nay, more, he was 
perſuaded that no cauſe for making ſo groſs a charge againſt the hu- 
manity of Engliſhmen did exiſt, Here he thought it his duty to 
obſerve, that he ſtated this fact to ſet the learned gentleman right, 
who has inſtituted a proſecution concerning that matter, and, if poſſi- 
ble, to refcue an innocent man from the conſequences of ſuch a pro- 
ſecution. As to the tendency of the bill now before the Houſe, he 
foreſaw what would be the conſequences to the liberty of the preſs ; 
he foreſaw the clog it would create to talent and to literature ; he 
foreſaw the reſtraint it would be on political freedom ; proſecutions 
upon proſecutions would be purſued, till every vital fark of public 
ſpirit would be loſt in mean time-ſerving acquieſcence to power. 
This was already ſufficiently manifeſt in the proſecution of the printer 
who publifhed the pamphlet written in anſwer to that uſhered into 
the world by the Lord Biſhop of Landaff : there one of the counts 
in the bill of indictment ftated, * that,” among other charges, 


« he, the ſaid Johnſon, with an intent to vilify the right honourable | 
William Pitt, did charge him the ſaid William Pitt with being in- 
Here Mr. Tierney. 


finegre in his endeavours to make peace, &c. 
declared himſelf pertectly convinced that the deſign by this bill was 


- toffetter political diſcuſſion, and keep the people in the dark; for, 
after the pallingof of his bill into a law, ſuch a x pamphlet would not 
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dare again be publiſhed. None would venture to publiſh high treaſon 
againſt the majeſty of William Pitt, and it would be eventually 


confined to the walls of that Houſe to call it in queſtion. But he 


would repeat it, whether libel or not, that the charge made againſt 
the right honourable gentleman was ſuch as he maintained. He 
doubted his fincerity to make a peace; and if he doubted his fin- 
cerity, at leaſt, the laſt time, he certainly was convinced of his in- 
ſincerity the firſt time. Whatever might be the fate of this bill 
(though, indeed, he anticipated its ſucceſs), ſtill this liberty was 
left, that, where he ſtood, the right of delivering his ſentiments on 
the conduct of that right honourable gentleman as yet remained 
and, as long as it did, and he ſhould be afforded an opportunity of 
uttering them, he ſhould, without heñtation, uniformly make uſe of 
that right, whilſt he continued a Member of that Houſe, and it 
remained. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL in reply declared, that he 
had never ſaid, of the paper alluded to, what had been imputed to 
him. With reſpect to the editor, if he did not know it, but he 
knew not himſelf who the editor was, that was certainly one thing; 
but ſtill the very publication of it, without knowing that it was 
true, was a high offence. The honourable gentleman had next 
alluded to the information againſt Mr. Joſeph Johnſon ; and here 
he would explicitly aſſert, taking the whole of the indiAtment, and 


that the direct effect in publiſhing the matter in queſtion, more 


eſpecially with reſpect to the context, was of ſuch baneful influence, 
that it was an offence worthy of being proſecuted. For himſelf, he 
had to ſay, that he never had occaſion to put to the Jury a queſ- 
tion otherwiſe than this: «© Do you believe that the n was 
* malignant or honeſt ?” 

Mr. HOBHOUSE was convinced due the bill —— operate 


29 a previous reſtriction ; and he alſo was of, opinion, that the ſub- 


ſequent reſponſibility that it required was exceſſive, It went to an 
excluſion of public diſcuſſion, and ſo far operated as a previous re- 
ſtriction; and the exceſlive reſponſibility it required would produce 
the ſame effect. The meaſure abounded with danger to the freedom 
of ſentiment, as far as it went to the excluſion of, its publication; 
and for that, and ſeveral other equally cogent reaſons, he ſhould be 
2ganſt the bill. | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT defended the ſeveral clauſes of the bill. 


| He infiſted that it did not contain one alteration of the exiſting 


laws. It did not require a reſtriction of political diſcuſſion ; he 
meant that kind of diſcuſſion which bold and honeſt truth, upon 
principles of fair reaſoning, required. Its prime object was to fix 
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and eſtabliſh that; and the means for ſuch a purpoſe were the pre. 
vention and puniſhment of treaſonable ſlanders and ſeditious abuſe, 
An honourable gentleman had ſtated that he was no friend to proſe. 
cutions; and he added, that ſuch was his ſentiments, notwithſtand- 
ing few were more ſubjected to libellous abuſe than himſelf. For 
his own part, he could exactly ſay the ſame ; but then he had to 
add, that in himſelf there was implicated the meaſure; and there 
was the cauſe that was the reaſon of introducing of this bill. Mere 
perſonalities were not conſiderations, however individuals might feel 
aggrieved, which could produce a mcaſure of this kind. Let any 
man look at the newſpapers of the preſent day, and he will find how 
neceſſary it is to check the evil here complained of. As to the paper 
recently mentioned by his honourable and learned friend, what was 
its actual purport ? was it giving articles of information to Engliſh. 
men? No; it was giving information and advice to the Directory 
of France; it was the inſtrument and engine of treaſon and rebel- 
lion. As to the proſecution eſtabliſhed againſt the printer men- 
tioned, for the libel againſt himſelf, he could only ſay, that it was 


not the perſonality, but becauſe it implicated the welfare of the State 


and the character of Parliament with him, in one direct charge of 
infincerity, that it was ever commenced. But the charge of infin- 
cerity did not originate there; it proczeded from that Club whence 
were diſſeminated opinions not leſs ſchiſmatic and erroneous, from 
whoſe principles proceeded that pamphlet of a learned gentleman, 
not then in his place, who, not content with patroniſing and pro- 
teQing every ſpecies of libel that- political flander and malignity 
could invent, at laſt introduced one more libellous in its nature 
than all he ever defended or before protected; a pamphlet not more 
famous for its calumny than its malignity, and not more abounding 
with either than with unfounded declamation and inflammatory zeal. 
The bill was moderate and juſt ; it went to prevent ſlander, both 
publie and private, becauſe it demanded adequate reſponſibility if a 
breach were to be committed in either: ſo that, conſidering it in 
either reſpect, as protecting the individual, and protecting the Ex- 


eccutive Government, he could not but confider it as protecting 


the liberty of the preſs; and upon that n ground it ſhould 
have his warmeſt ſupport. 

Mr. SHERIDAN began by noticing the two ſpeeches, or rather 

the explanation, and the ſubſequent ſpeech of the right honourable 
+ gentleman; and by expreſſing a hope that he might be indulged a 
little beyond the ſtrict rule of explanation. In the firſt place, the 
right honourable gentleman had not ſtated quite fairly what he had 
advanced upon the ſubject of his indiſpoſition to proſecutions. He 
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never could be ſuppoſed to apply what he ſaid to proſecutions, in 
which the ſafety of the ſtate was concerned: but he did not ſee 
that this meaſure was calculated to give evidence againſt offending 

rſons. Newſpapers were not ſet up by men of large capital; 
and unleſs where they were ſet up under the countenance of Go- 
vernment, they were commenced by twenty or thirty perſons, who 
ſubſcribed each one hundred pounds. Now he would aſk whether 
any gentleman would believe it poſſible that any perſon would pur- 
chaſe a ſhare, when the publiſher, editor, and printer, were held 
not to be alone reſponſible ; and when every one proprictor was to 
be liable to fine and impriſonment ? The learned gentleman, if 
that were the caſe, muſt fee that there would-be an end of that ſpe- 
cies of publication, and that none would be ſet up except under the 
connivance of the Government, and with the capital of the country. 
The right honourable gentleman had alluded, in the abſence of a 
learned gentieman (Mr, Erſkine), to whom the rights and liberties 
of the people owed more than to any lawyer whatever, to what that 
learned gentleman had ſaid, and he had been pleaſed to call him the 
advocate and patron of all libels. This he did in his abſence. 
Now he would venture to affert, that if the right honourable gen- 
tleman had ſaid ſs much in any other place, he would himſelf have 
ſaid what was a libel. But the queſtioning of the ſincerity of the 
right honourable gentleman was ſtated to be a libel againſt the ma- 
jeſty of William Pitt. If that were the caſe, ſurely he might com- 
plain of ſome partiality, in one perſon being proſecuted for making 
uſe of ſuch an aſſertion, and another perſon being ſuffered to go un- 
noticed; for in the pamphlet publiſhed by his learned friend, there 
were great doubts exprefled of the right honourable gentleman's ſin- 
cerity ; but the Houſe had determined him to be fincere ; did that 
alter the queſtion? Would he permit him here to apply the doc- 
trine of the gentleman who had introduced this meaſure? If a 
perſon had really doubts of his ſincerity, according to that doQrine, 
it was no libel, for that gentleman had always ſubmitted it to the 
Jury, whether the intention was miſchievous or innocent. But this 
proſecution was commenced for cntertaining doubts of the fincerity 
of the laſt, negotiation. Of the inſincerity, however, of the former 
negotiation nobody had any doubts, and no profecutions were inſti- 
tuted upon it. | | 

Mr: Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that he had not made two ſpeeches, 
as tho honourable gentleman had ſuppoſed him to have done; he had 
merely given, when he firſt roſe, a ſhort explanation,” and had not 
faid any thing upon the ſubje& before the Houſe till he had offered 
himſelf to their notice. With reſpe& to what the honourable gen- 
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tleman had ſaid, he had miſtaken his meaning. He ſuppoſed hin 


to have ſaid, that the pamphlet in queſtion was borrowed from the 
publication of the learned gentleman ; he ſaid no ſuch thing, but 
he did fay that the obſervation which had been made to-day had 
been borrowed from an expreſſion which had been attributed to that 
learned gentleman. He had then deſcribed him in his profeſſional 
capacity, as the advocate and patron of theſe libels. What he was 
in his perſonal capacity, he did not mean to judge. That he was in 
his profeſſional character ſucceſsful for many perſons, and that in 
ſome caſes, fortunately, he was not fo, was a circumſtance which he 
was ſure the learned gentleman will be fo far from feeling to be a 
libel, that he would be ſorry if it were proved that the imputation 
was a falſe one. What, therefore, he had ſtated was, that he was 
the advocate of theſe libels; and, ſpeaking of the moſt eminent of 
them, the anſwer to the Biſhop of Landaff, he had ſaid that he held 
that very doctrine which had been ſtated here to-day That point, 
however, it was not fit for him to argue again, except to ſay, that they 
who brought forward theſe ſtatements of the inſincerity of Govern- 
ment, meant them as no ſlight imputation. He ſtated, that it did 
tend to bring into diſrepute the executive and legiſlative power of 
the country. With reſpect to the other obſervation, that no one 
ever thought Government fincere in the firſt negotiation, he had as 
much right to be believed as the honourable gentleman ; and he 
hoped there were many more perſons who did, than who did not, 
think Government fincere in wiſhing to make peace upon juſt and 
honourable terms. 

Earl TEMPLE expreſſed himſelf ſtrongly in favour of the bill. 
He inſiſted on the neceſſity of checking the growth of abuſe, and, 
of all others, the abuſe of ſedition and treaſon, which had lately 
made its appearance in the newſpaper juſt mentioned. For this 
purpoſe, he thought it but fair and reaſonable as an honourable gen- 
tleman had ſtated a perſonal knowledge of the editor of that paper, 
that he ſhould' forthwith give his name, that ſuch a ſcoundrel as that 
ſhould be brought forth, and committed to merited puniſhment. 

Mr. TIERNEY did not conceive himſelf bound to anſwer the 
queſtion. He did not conceive that the noble Lord, who had fo 
proudly boaſted of his ſtake in the country — a fake which it now ap- 
peared had been ftolen out of the public hedge —had any right to 
put ſuch a queſtion. , He did not ſtand in the light of a common 
_ informer. The perſon of whom they ſpoke was in eſtimation with 
| his friends; he was not liable to the coarſe appellation. which had 


been, uſed ; ; © nor would the noble Lord venture to uſe it to his 


face.” bat perſon declared he had not erred knowingly, or with 
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malice intent. He inſerted directly the contradiction which was 
offered, and expreſſed his regret at having been miſſed. This, Mr. 
Tierney thought, was a ſufficient reply; but, whilſt on his legs, he 
would proceed to tell the noble Lord, and adviſe him in future, not 
to aſk queſtions too flippantly, otherwiſe he might receive ſuch an 
anſwer as he would not like. 

Colonel GASCOIGNE ſaid, that the editor for whom Mr. 
Tierney had made a defence, had not ſhewn a high degree of con- 
trition. The libel was printed in large letter, and the contradic- 
tion in types which it required a magnifying glaſs to read. 


Lord W. RUSSELL gave his negative to the preſent motion, 


If the editor and acting proprietors were made reſponſible, he ſaw no 
reaſon why innocent perſons, advancing their capital in this way, 


ſhould be involved. It was, in his opinion, an infidious and un- 


derhand blow at the freedom of the preſs. It would be more deco- 
rous in the learned gentleman to notice, in the firſt inſtance, the at- 
tacks which had been made on Members of that Houſe, charging 
them with holding a correſpondence with France. The names of 
thoſe libellers may be unknown to the learned gentleman, but they 
could not be unknown to the Miniſters, as the name of one of them 
appeared in the penſion liſt which was this day laid on the table. 

Mr. ATTORNEY GENERAL ſpoke in explanation. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL wiſhed to know, if perſons were 
to be permitted to indulge ſlander and ſedition without reſponſibility ? 

The motion was to provide, that perſons ſhould be made reſponfi- 
ble for that which they received profit from. He wiſhed the noble 
Lord (Ruſſell) to remember how much the proſperity of the country 
reited on the ground that attempts ſhould not be taken to invade the 


deavour, he had not been able to diſcover the author of that abomi- 


kept himſelf concealed, nor was it much to the credit of thoſe who 
could vindicate ſuch a man. The paragraph was a groſs calumny 
upon the country at large. The explanation ſtated, that it came 


have made previous inquiry before he inſerted it! He could nor, 


therefore, allow himſelf to give any credit to the fincerity of the 
editor. 
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State. His learned friend had ſtated, that notwithſtanding every en- 


able flander on the country, in the paper referred to. The editor had 


from a perſon whom the editor did not know; but ought he not to 


Mr. TIERNEY. remarked, that the learned gentleman ſeemed | | 
to think that he meant to defend the account in queſtion. He was 
in the judgement of the Houſe whether he did not reprobate it in the 
moſt decided manner. Another point was, that it ſhould ſeem as 
Fl was in bab of friendſhip with . who had abſconded. No 
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perſons, one only excepted, would wiſh him to turn informer ; but 
he had ſeen the perſon alluded to only two days ago. If a dire 
charge was made againſt that perſcn, was the learned gentleman 
ſure that he would not appear?“ and, indeed, he doubted whether 
that gentleman was under any embarraſſment on the fubject. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY expreſſed his jealouſy and alarm, 
leſt the bill ſhould prove detrimental to the liberty of the preſs, the 
grand palladium of the Conſtitution. He confeſſed, that, during 


Mr. Pitt's Adminiſtration, it had ſuffered little or no infringement ; | 


he had acted with much tenderneſs and delicacy on a ſubject which 
he knew ſo eſſential for the intereſt and happineſs of a free people. 
The bill now in contemplation challenged, however, their particu- 
lar animadverſion. It came in a very queſtionable ſhape, and ought 
to be watched with much cireumſpection. The liberty of the preſs 
was of ſuch a ſacred nature, that we ought to ſuffer many individual 


inconveniencies and hardſhips rather than check its influence in ſuch | 


a manner as to endanger our liberties ; for he had no heſitation to 
maintain, that, without the liberty of the preſs, the freedom of this 
country woald be a mere ſhadow. The communication of ideas on 
diſcoveries of much magnitude and importance to mankind would be 
controled, if not prohibited ; and every man would be afraid to pub- 
liſh his ſentiments, leſt he might involve himſelf in conſequences 
fatal to himſelf and connections. In ſome countries, lefs tena210us 
of liberty, there were certain officers appointed to examine and 
licenſe publications ; and whenever the authors adventured their 
thoughts to the public, without the ſanction of the perſons now de- 
ſcribed, they generally rendered themſelves liable to all the pains 
and penalties of an arbitrary power. He rejoiced that we did not 
live in ſuch a country.; and was happy to think, that the Legiſlature 
had ſufficiently guarded between the liberty and licentiouſneſs of the 
preſs. Either Government or individuals had redreſs, whenever 
they felt themſelves aggrieved ; and he could not therefore conceive 
any reaſon for the bill now propoſed, which, from-every idea which 
he could form of it, certainly militated againſt liberty. It therefore 
became them to watch narrowly every ſtep of its progreſs; and if 
they could not perſuade thoſe in power totally to abandon it, they 
might at leaſt uſe their efforts-to render it leſs dangerous to the proud 
principles of freedom which characterized the ſubjects of this country 
There was one feature of it to which he could not give his conſent; 
that was, the rendering all proprietors of newſpapers reſponſible for 
whatever appeared in the paper with which they happened to be com- 
mercially connected. He perfectly coincided in opinion with Mr. 
Shcridan, who had tated, that the original projectors of newſpapers» 
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whatever might be their talents or acquirements, were ſeldom perſons 
of ſufficient pfoperty to commence ſuch an undertaking without the 


pecuniary aid of ſome friends, who adventured merely for the ſake 


of profit. If, therefore, all proprietors were rendered liable for 
the penalties to be inficted on conviction of libels, there would be 
an end at once to ſuch undertakings, Which weuld not only greatly 
injure the revenue, but check, if nut deſtroy the ſpeed of cormuni- 
extion, on important ſubjeQs, and thifs prove detrimental to ſuricty. 
The laws now exifiing were, in his opinion, periecly clear; arid 
fully adequate to every vin, Hearior of * and private character. 
It was, belide 8, exceediogly unfair, if not abſurd, to make a man 
reſponſſble for the infertion of paragraphs cr articles, which he had 
never ſcen, becauſe he committed the care of the paper to a printer 
or editor always reſponſible for whatever appeared in his publication. 
'Thefe e were dictated by candout ; and he was fully 


eonvineed, that were ſuch a law paſſed, there would be an end to the 


liberty of the preſs ; Which on alt occafions, had been conſidered by 
every god man as the grand palladium of Engliſh freedom. A 
newſpaper now, viewed commercially, was an object of great im- 
portance both to the public and the revenue; and as it generally 


required ſome thouſands at its commencement, a bill of the nature 


now deſeribed would operate as a prohibition to future adventurers. 
No newſpaper, it was evident, could promiſe itſelf either ſafety or 
ſucecſs without the aid of Government; and to give the ſole and 


uncontrgled commani} of the preſs to thoſe in power, would be to 


arm the Crown with a very formidable engine againſt the liberties 
o the people. He ſhould; therefore, think it his duty to oppoſe 
it; and he called upon gentlemen to weigh in their minds the ſe- 


nous conſequenees of ſuch a bill, which did not only infringe upon 


their 1ibertics for the time being, but upon thoſe of poſterity. As 
to the arguments which had been advanced reſpecting the neceſiary 
check to private ſcandal and aſperſions upon public characters, he 
thought them futile in the extreme. He for one deſpiſed all neuſ- 
paper ealumnies, and could never reconcile it to his mind, that, in 
order to fave him from public animadverſion, there ought to be a 
check given to the liberty of the preſs, by an act of Parlioment, 
providing againſt private ſcandal. The greateſt men this country 
had produced were warmly attached to the liberty of the preſs ; and 
he hoped that every man who valued the freedom of diſeuſſion would 
aid him in the reſiſtance of a meaſure which tended to deſtroy that 


| Ineſtimable privilege. The ſame obſervations were applicable to 


the clauſe intended againſt pamphlets and ſimilar publications; and 
he implored gentlemen to weigh with much deliberation the conſe- 
Yo L. V. 5 4 G 
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quences of a bill for which he ſaw no neceflity.. But he hoped 
that his apprehenſions were in ſome degree ill founded, although, 
from the complexton of the bill, as deſcribed by the Attorney Ge- 
neral, he was well warranted in his remarks. He had no idea of 
the extent to which it was meant to be carried, There were many 
crimes—theft, for inſtance—punithable at the expence of the pub- 
lie. He hoped the learned gentleman did not intend, that dhe per- 
ſon thus guilty of pri vate ſeandal ſhould be proſccuted at the public 
expence. He again repeated, that the laws now in being aftorded 
every redreſs of grievances both on public and private charaGters ; 
and he earneſtly recommended gentlemen to aſſiſt him in watching 
the progreſs of a bill hofiile to E notiſh liberty. . ; 
Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR roſc w make a few obſerva- 
tions in conſequence of what fell from an honourable gentleman on 
the other fide (Mr. Tierney}, in anſwer, or rather as an Ag for 
not anſwering a queſtion which had been put to him by a noble Lord, 
One ſtrong motive which induced him to ride at this moment was, 
that the noble Lord ſhould not be left alone; for the honourable 
gentleman ſcemed to think, that there was no other Member in the 
Houſe who concurred in the propricty Of putting that qucſtion. tie 
begged to ſay, that he was one who approved of the queſtion, though 
he admitted he had no riglit to call upon the honourable gentieman 
to anſwer. The honourable gentleman had done that which he 
had an undoubted right to do dcelined to give any anſwer; and 
God forbid that 1 ſhould be taken away 8 any man. It was 
a right which men found very often great benefit from in their ex- 
aminations before a Magiſtrate or a Bench of Juſtices. The noble 
Lord, in putting this queſtion; did not put it as one to whicn lie 1130 
a right to enforce an anſwer ; but it was rather in the ſhape ot a 
appeal ad verecundian. The honourable gentleman ſeemed to think, 
that if he gave this information, it wav: place him in the fituation 


of an informer. The term Informer was one which-many perſo ms 
found an intereſt in reprobating: with reſpect, however, to himſelf, 


and thoſe who had the honor to be of 8 Majeſty's Privy Council, 

they were bound by vath to make diſcovery of every traitorovs. ma- 
chination that came witkin their knowledge. The perfon of whom 
this inquiry was inade, was one who * e a libel in his paper, and 
the honourable gentleman took credit to himſelf for being the firſt 
to condemn it. The defence he had ſet up was, that he did not know 
it to be falſe ; but it was the duty of a man in that ſituation to know 
that it was true before he ſent it out into. the world. The perſon 
about whom the inquiry was made, was the author of a paper ſuch 


as every one knew The Courier to be !—a paper to which there 
6 
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was no term of reproach that could not be applied! Ia paper writ- 
ten with the moſt traitorous deſigns, and devoted to the ſervice of 
the enemy! !!-—It would be uſeful for the purpoſe of public juſtice, 
that the editor of ſuch a +46 Mould be Known. If the honour- 
able gentleman had bee: ced by friendſhip in the refuſal he 
had given, he ſhould be . to make every allowance ; but the 
honourable gentleman had himſelf diſelaimed that motive; then 
upon what N 364 could he defend his conduct? But as he had 
before faid, the honqurable ge ntleman was maſter of his own con- 
duct. He could not 4 0¹ ferving, that nothing which had been 
ſad of the queſtion put by the nuble Lord had e him that 
it was not a proper one; and though the honourable gentleman 
might ſtand upon his right on OY to anſwer, yet he 
haps find ſome difficulty in excreifing that right. This brought to 
his recollection a ſcene in a CL where a huiband, finding 
ſome gentlemen in his houſe, and with his witc, at night, atks them, 
how they came there? The poor man who aſks the queſtion is 
immediately cried down by all the Company, and the queſtion is 
generally reprobated. One of the Company has, however, the ho- 
neſty to acknowledge in private, that the queſtion was very s. 
Mr. I IERNEY repeated that he did not mean to anſwer any 
queſtion which might in any ſhape tend to place him in the light 
of an informer ; but he thought he might ati the honourable Se- 
eretary at War, and put it fairty ta his candour, whether he did or- 


JX 


could conceive that he (Mr. 


would per- 


Tierney) was concenlipg the name of 
a man who was deſerving the name of a traitor, though he might, 
perliaps, treat him as an acquitted felon? He hoped he would an- 
ſwer that queſtion before he put one to him (Mr. Tierney), which 

terely thinking it neceſſary to aſk, reflected on his perſonal charac- 
ter. The honourabie Secretary at War might anſwer his queſtion 
without ſubjecting himſelf to any reproach ; and he therefore called 
upon him to fay, whether he charged him with concealing the name 
of a man whoſe defigns were traitorous, or who was coniidercd as 
a traitor to the country? He certainly did expect an anſwer. 

Mr. WINDHAM replied, that what he meant to infer, was, 
that Mr. Tierney ought, but did not diſcover the name of a man 
who was the editor of ſuch a print as The Courier had been ſtated 
to be. If Mr. Tierney thought he meant to infinuate he had any 
other reaſon for not diſcovering him, he was miſtaken. He, how- 
ever, thought that ſufficient ground, 

Mr. TIERNEY ſaid, he knew not of any traitorons paragraphs 
in the paper alluded to. He did not always lee it; he never Lad 
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bought it but when the horn blew about „ Great News from 
France.” The utmoſt he knew of the payer was on thefe particular 
evenings. As to knowing that either that or any other print was 
actuated by any treaſonable motives, he certainle did gat. He 
could not do that which he had been called upon for; bur. he 
truſted it could not be inſinnated that he had et direct or indi— 
rect knowledge olan perſon liabl te to be charged 1th treaſon, Or 
any wiſh to concen {ich a perſon ; if it was thought fo, Be defucd 
the perſon might be indicled, and himſelf gal as a wines, 

The motion for leave to bring in the bil was then put and 

agreed to. a 

The order of the das far going inta the Con mittee upon the 
Land-tax Redemption Bil! being read, 

Mr. BUX T ON ſaid, he was one of that claſs of men ks w. 
called the landed genilemen. He did not wean to oppoſe this mea— 
ſure, becauſe he thought, at the preſent motnent, every thing ouglt 
to be done to alleviate the fituation of the country. The tax now 

in queſtion was laid on at the period of the glorious Revolution —a 
period when the danger which threateaca the eountry was not the 
ſame that it is now. Since that period, the landed intereſt had 
borne much of the public burdens, Ihe meaſure now before the 
Houſe would be much mare popular if it contained a provifion to 
this effect, that whenever any additional burden was laid upon the 
land, a tax to the ſame cxtent hould be laid uon every other ſpe- 
cies of property. ; 

Mr. Chancellor PIT I faid, it was his object to give as « general 
ſatisfaction as poſſible : but the propotitivn of the honourable gen- 

tleman was liable to the mult obvious anfwer ; for before he could 
agree to ſuch a propoſition as that propoſed by the honourable gen- 
3 he muſt firſt atk him, how he could aſcertain the value of 
every ſpecies of property ia the country? There was one ſpecies 
of property with reſpect to which he certainly could not give any 
ſuch pledge, and that was the funded property, which was ſpecifi- 
cally exempted from any direct impoſition. He had no difficulty 
in ſtating, that no greater ſervice could be rendered to the country 
than to point out the mode by which taxes might be laid on in the 
moſt equal manner upon all kinds of property. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY wiſhed. the debate to be ad- 
journed till io morrow, on accouit of the lateneſs of the hour. He 
ſaid the Committee might be gone into to- morrow and reported, and 
he ſaw no difference it could make in point of time. It certainly 
would be more convenient. 
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Mr. SPEAKER ſaid, that a bill to raiſe or perpetuate a tax, 


could not go through a Committee, and be reported, on the 


| fame day. 


Mr. Chancellor PITT wiſhed to accommodate every centlemary 
and no one more than the honourable Baronet, if it were not, for 
the reaſon ſtated by the Speaker, impoſſible, unleſs the bill was 
gone through to-night, to report it before the receſs, It was ab- 
ſolutely nceeſſary that the Houſe ſhould be fully apprized of. the 
principles of the bill before the Houſe ſeparated. It the Houſe 
went into the Committee to-day, it could, be thought, be attended 
with no inconvemence to any Member, as the reſolutiens were to 
be debated ſeparately ; and ſuch to whom it would be inconventent 
to wait till a late hour, might declare what thoſe refolutons were, 
on which they were prepared to deliver their opinion, 

Mr. JONES ſaid, it was evident that the object vi the enemy was 
to ruin this countty, and therefore every effort thould be made th 
defeat their intention. Lo facititme this, he (ould be happy to 
find a way to tax the monicd as well as the landed intereſt. He 
meant by this to tax the funds. He contended that this bill was a 
partial fiaanciering Gcperation. He knew large ſums of money were 
required, but he did nut know why. men of landed property ſhould 
be bound to rai ſe it, and monicd men not. He thought there ſeemed 
a wonderful inclination to favour the monied intereſt ; but what 
was that monied intereſt ? —let the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
recollect what his immortal farther had faid, with regard to the 
monied intereſt ; he ſaid, “they were a ſet of people ready to ſerve 
any ſet of men, provided they ſerved them on their own terms.” 
Whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer would find them more 
ſerviceable to his views than others, he knew not.; but certainly 
there was a degree of favour ſhewn to monied men, which he never 


could contemplate without being reminded of the Revolution in 


France. We had ſeen France from the higheſt pitch of Grandeur 
reduced to the loweſt pitch of degradation ; and what was it owing 


to but that preference and favour which was ſhewn to the monied- 


intereſt, to the loan-jobbers, contraQors, and the reſt of the ſwind- 
ling fraternity * He thoughr ſuch a bill as this evidently calculated 
to promote a jealouſy and rivalſhip between the monied and landed 
Intereſt, If this bill was carried againſt the landed intereſt, the 
country gentlemen might as well retire at once from Parliament. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T expreſſed himſelf ſurpriſed at hearing 
gentlemen object to going into the Committee on a plan with which 
t appeared the gentlemen were unacquainted, It had been ob- 
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jected to the meaſure, that it tended to create a permanent burden 
on the landed intereſt of the country in favour of the monied intereſt, 
The fact was, however, contrary to this repreſentation ; for it went 
to create no new burden, but to continue a burden already voted, 
and to which he did not hear of any objection having been raiſcd. 
He had been afked, how far, in the event of its being thought ne- 
ceflary to create any new burden, it was intended that it ſhould he 
extended to every other {pectes of property? To this he had juſt 
before giveh an anſwer. Such a queſtion undoubtedly merited a very 
diſpaſſionate diſcuſſion ; but it was not at preſent material, ſince the 
meaſure propoſed by the reſolutions which he had laſt night ſug- 
geſted, went to create no new power of impoſing an additional bur- 
den beyond that which the Legiſlature already poſſeſſcd. The ſame 
power would exiſt if the preſent propoſal was rejected; and it would 
exiſt in that caſe with a greater neceſſity of being reſorted to, be- 
cauſe the object of the plan was to produce to the public, without 
impoſing any grievance, an advantage which, if it were rejcce, 
could only be produced in the ſhape of a burden. So far from ae- 
celerating any new tax, it would have only the effect of delaying it; 
and, in the mean time, fo far from being an oppreſſion, it would be 
a benefit, ſince, inſtead of adding to a burden, which no man could, 
in the preſent circumſtances of the country, expect to be redeemed, 
it gave the landed gentlemen an opportunity to redeem it. The 
honourable gentleman who had ſpoken laſt had urged, that it would 
be favourable to the monied intereſt, which that kunourable gentle- 
man diſtingnifhed by the title of monev-jobbers, and ſtyled them a 
Swindling Fratcrnity ; and whom, not as corrupt individuals, but 
as a body, he branded as the inſtrument of the French Revolution, 
and as men likely to create Revolutions in this country. Mr. Pitt, 
however, differed very widely from him in opinion. It was neither 
the landed nor the monied men who were the agents of Revolu- 
tion, but perſons without either kind of property, who deſired to get 
poſſeſſion of the land and money of others. Theſe compoſed the 
ſwindling—theſe the robbing and murdering fraternity of Revolu- 
tioniſts. He had hoped that the diſtinction which he had juſt 
heard between the two ſpecies of men was at an end; the example 
of the laſt century he thought ſufficient to prove, that the proſperity 
of one was the proſperity of the other, and that the alliance was indiſ- 
ſoluble. The monied part of the wealth of the country depended 


for its ſolidity on the ſecurity of the land, while, on the other hand, 


the number of years purchaſe, and the improvements in the value, 
He con- 


had been the gradual reſult of the progreſs of commerce. 
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ſidered nothing as more deſtrucive to the moſt diſtinguiſhing feature 
in the proſperity of this country, than to excite jealouſy between the 
two proprietors. There might, indeed, be men who purſued their 
private intercit to an unreaſonable length ; but he certainly repro- 
bated the general character given of them, -when they had ſhewn 
ſuch an initance of public fpirit by their liberal ſubſcriptions to the 
voluntary contribution. The meaſure which he had propoſed to 
the Houſe would, if carried into effect, be beneficial in the firit 
place to the landed, and in the ſccond place to the monied intereſt, 


The honourable gentleman had, indeed, given him more credit for 


his attention to the monied intereſt than he deſerved. The imme- 
diate operation of the meaſure would be, to enable him, as long as 
it ſhould be neceſſary to continue the war, to make his bargain for 
a loan on more advantageous terms than thoſe on which he ſhould 
otherwiſe be able. If ſuch a meaſure promited to ſtrengthen the 
only weak point in the ſituation of the country which could poſſibly 
be alledged to exiſt, he thought it would be unwiſe to reject it, be- 
cauſe it promiſed advantages to the monied intereſt, to which the 
honourable gentleman had applied ſuch harſh epithets, and which 
he was diſpoſed to conſider with fo much prejudice. 

Mr. JONES, in explanation, ſaid, he did not mean to raiſe 
jcalouſies between the landed and monied intereſt, but he merely 
meant to ſtate, that the Chancellor of the Exchequer, finding a 
mode to tax land, and not money, might create a jcalouſy. 

Lord SHEFFIELD ſaid, he could not agree with thoſe who 
conſidered the land tax already in effect as a fixed or perpetual tax; 
certainly it was not ſo confidered till the right honourable gentle- 
man was at the head of tne Adminittration ; but on the contrary, a 
part of it at leaſt was reſerved for war, and as the worſt kind of 
tax in principle, it was juſtly not exaꝗged in its utmoſt extent, but 
on extraordinary occaſions. He ſaid, we had been fo long aceuſ- 
tomed to this tax, that it never occurred to us to examine it. It 
originated at a time when there were few and only temporary taxes; 
where there were few objects, and no good principle of taxation. 
But no man who has any knowledge of the ſubject, can deny that 
this tax has all the worſt properties a tax can have. It is not on 
expenditure, as all good taxes ſhould be, it is laid at the greateſt 
diſtance from the conſumer, and conſequently in proportion to the 
ſum raiſcd is very oppreſſive, and it falls on thoſe who pay all other 
taxes in common with the reſt of the community, without having 
the means of recovering any part by an inereaſed price of the pro- 
duce of land. If the Chancellor of the Exchequer had propoſed 
that the tax in future ſhould fall on the occupier of land, he (Lord 
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Sheffield) ſhould have had a much better opinion of his principles 
of finance; by ſuch means the tax would ultimately fall on the 
conſumer, and would be paid by the lund owners, in common with 
the reſt of the community. But this is luch a favourite tax, that he 
underſtood as forn as it was fold, there was an intention of lay ing 
new land tax. Unfortunately for the country, thoſe whoſe odidus 
taſk it was to propoſe taxes did not always extend their knouledge 
beyond the bills of mortality. They are roo much in the hands of 
monied men, and ore ſo full of capcdients relative to the funds, that 
they can ſeldom think of the interior cizcun ſtances of the country, 
They do not ſcem to know what other immenſe taxes are paid ſrom 
the jand, and how ie parcchia]l te xes are quadrupled or quintrupled, 
by requistjons cf men fer army and navy, by the provifions for the 
families of militia men, by the ſuppten:cotary militia, by the pro- 
vifional cavalry, by the expence of conſtant meetings relative to 
them, and by the general diſpoſition to act in concert with the feet 
ings of the nation in favour of the poor; and to fuch a degree arc 
theſe country and parochial taxes rifen, that in all the pariſhes cf the 
diſtrict where he reſided, they amount to from eight to twelve {hil- 
lings in the pound, at rack rents. Theſe are ultimately paid by the 
land, although, perhaps, not entirely; and no man takes a farm 
without inquiring what are the parochial taxes ; and having made 
his deduRions, then offers rent accordingly. Our manner of re- 
ſerving rent is not compatible with the variations of the price of f the 
debe eh of the earth, and theſe high taxes take place in the dil 
trict to which he alluded, at the ſame time that the nominal land 
tax of 4s. in the pound amounted to full 3s. 
Vet at the moment of ſuch oppreition on the landed intcrchh, tte 
moſt partial, and wt pri hs d-tax, which fulcly reſpects them 
is to be ſelected, voted perpetual, and then offered for fate, and at 2 
time when a great part of the landet intczeſt pays Ox times the other 
uſual taxes, which few of them can av our of their- Income, even if 
they ſhould break up their cftakiitiment ; nor can they borrow 
money for that purpoſe, far leſs to purel. aſe their land tax. He 
- would repeat, that the offer is an inſult. The country gentlemen, 
who have no income except from land; and from their ſituation, 
muſt incur a certain cxpence, or fiy the country are cruſhed by 
the load of taxes. Yet there is no deſeription of people fo merito- 
rious and neceflary. In the ſcveral capacities of Deputy Lieu- 
tenant, Juſtice of the Peace, and Commiſſioners of Taxes, ſacri- 


2 


ficing their time and comfort, they tranſact the whole buſineſs of the 


country, and without any emolument or advantage whatever. Par- 
liament ſhould take care not to drive gentlemen from the country: 
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The diſpoſition which the Engliſh gentlemen have to reſide in it, is 4 
infinitely advantageous. Their attention to the diſtreſſes and morals 4 
of individuals do more than the beſt laws ever do, and where no {| 
law can touch; and nothing, perhaps, diſtinguiſhes this country * | 
from all others ſo much as the attentive intercourſe between the 1 
higher and lower ranks, and our diſpoſition to conſider the loweſt as 1 
peculiarly entitled to our care. We ſhould look forward to a time 1 
when a neighbouring country may be ſettled under a rational Go- 40 
vernment, land cheap, free from tithes and taxes, full of tempting TH 
circumſtances. He did not wiſh to draw the contraſt ſo forcibly as 47 
he might, but we ſhould take care not to render England uinhabita- 
ble for the deſcription of perſons he had mentioned; not to force 1 
them to ſell their land, taxed beyond example, to purchaſe cheap | 
land in another country, where they may look forward to great ad- 40 
vantages without the dread of another war. It really ſeemed to | 
him, as if thoſe whoſe profeſſion it is to invent taxes for us, had, in 1 
a merry mood, laid a wager, that there is nothing fo extravagant 70 
that it cannot be impoſed on the poor ſimple landed intereſt; and 1440 
he ſuppoſed they have in their recollection an obſervation of Sir 
Robert Walpole : he likened the landed intereſt to a ſheep which | 
lies quietly to be ſhorn without noiſe or murmur ; and he likened _ 
the monied intereſt to the hog, touch but a briſtle, and he grunts, : 
and ſnorts, and ſqualls, till he obtains attention. 

Nobody acknowledged the neceſſity and difficulty of getting 
money more than he did ; but there is a choice even in difficulties, 
and there are ſome good expedients left. He ſhould mention one, 
the ſale of the foreſts and crown lands—inſtcad of a loſs, it would 
be a great national benefit, if by any means they ſhould become pri- 
vate property. Inſtead of remaining almoſt in a ſtate of waſte, as 
they are now, there would be great improvements of every kind in 
population and in building ; great additional produce and increaſe 
of revenue, and even a greater quantity of timber for the navy 
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10 might be grown. At preſent, they were a ſource of n. ex- 1 
zen, dence, peculation, and abuſe. | | 
on, But the propoſition before us has not even the merit of a ing 11 
| by money for the preſent exigency. It is an uncertain ſpeculation to [of 1 
115. raiſe certain funds. The South- Sea ſcheme was propoſed in favour 1 
eu- of the national debt. He hoped this ſcheme would not prove as 1 
der WM Eat a bubble. But for the ſake of this ſpeculation, we are to riſſe "mal 
* the ® extraordinary a meaſure as ever was propoſed—we are to follow 1 
Par- the ſteps of the moſt abandoned ſpendthrift; ; and not content with 9 i 


TY Mortgaging, we mult ſell reverſions, perpetuities, cut off future xe- 19 
vurces, even for an ideal n In ſhort, if we admit the 1 
Vor. . 5 4 II 
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principle of the meaſure, ſo far as to allow a bill to be brought in, 
and ſent into the country, we ſhall be diſgraced. If the bill ſhould 


paſs, the country will ſee that the landed intereſt has not its due | 


weight, and the cry for Parliamentary Reform muſt run from one 
-country to another. a 
Sir GILBERT HEATHCOTE ſaid, that this was a meaſure 
which would certainly materially affect the whole landed property 
of the kingdom; but the fituation of the country, he admitted, was 
ſuch as to call for every excrtion. He believed no body of men 
were more ready to make theſe exertions than the landed intereſt: 
he wiſhed to know, however, whether if a new land tax was to 
be raiſed, it was intended that it ſhould be fairly and equally 
aflefled ? ; | 
Mr. Chancellor PITT obſerved, that in reply to this queſtion, 
he had only to refer to what he had already ſaid. | 
which he had heard adduced, were ſuch as made in favour of the 
propriety of the Houſe going into the diſcuſſion in a Committee. 
The queſtion of a farther tax was, indeed, no part of the buſineſs 
- now before the Houſe. If, however, the exigencies of the country 
ſhonld require it, ſome more equal eſtimate might be deviſed. The 
Houſe would ſee, that among the reſolutions which he hed laſt night 
brought forward, there was a proviſion, that the lands on which 
the tax ſhould be redeemed, ſhould be diſcharged from any tax 
other than ſuch as ſhould be impoſed: thereon in proportion to the 
annual value of the ſame, in common with all other property of 
the fame deſcription. The other particulars would be. beſt ex- 
plained in the Committee. | 
Mr. HARRISON wiſhed, that the Houſe ſhould not go into a 
Committee with the impreſſion that the meaſure was not an addi- 
tional charge on land. He would maintain that it was fo, to make 
that perpetual which before was annual. 
Mr. RYDER was ſorry to differ from Lord Sheffield and the 
honourable gentleman ; but it could not be denied, without a con- 


tradiction in terms, that to render an exiſting tax perpetual was cer- 


tainly to create no new burden at preſent. Was it very different to 
render that perpetual by act of Parliament which no man could 
venture to aſſert that he expected to be reduced 
was arrived in which the Legiſlature could have the happy duty to 
execute, of affording relief to the ſubject, would any man venture 
to diminiſh one ſhilling of the land tax? When it was a queſ- 


- Hon of repealing part of two millions a year in taxes, ſome of 


- which it had been afferted preſſed on our commercial, and foms 
were ſaid to be injurious to the freedom of the preſs, would an) 
3 I : | 
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in, one move to diminiſh a tax which, when it was impoſed, bore the 
old proportion of one-half to that of all the then exiſting taxes? The 
ue noble Lord expreſſed a wiſh that the burden of theſe two millions 
Ne ſhould be transferred to the occupiers—But this, Mr. Ryder con- 
tended, was an act of oppreſſion not to be attempted. The dith- 
ure culties which aroſe in the details of this meaſure were ſuch, as he 
rty had little doubt would be overcome in argument. 
vas Mr. HARRISON, Lord SHEF FIELD, and Mr. RYDER, 
1en explained. 
ſt: Sir WILLIAM PULTENE Y 'perfotly 3 with thoſe 
to gentlemen who oppoſed the preſent plan, as one that would bear 


ly peculiarly hard on the landed proprietors. The weight it would 
throw on their ſhoulders, they could have no opportunity of allevi- 


on, ating by devolving a portion of it on the ſhoulders of others. For 
nts WM whenever a rife took place in the price of commodities in general, 
the no profit enſued thereby to the landlord, whatever advantage it was 
ee. likely to furniſh, was ſure to go to the occupier ; the landlord, 
ꝛeſs therefore, could be indemnified in no degree. He was in the cafe 
try of a perſon with a certain fixed annuity, who is obliged to pay the 
[he price of every thing, but who cannot throw any of the burden on 
ght others. It was alſo ſaid, and not without much plauſibility and 
ich appearance of truth, that this plan went to give a preference to the 
tax monied over the landed intereſt; of the poſſibility of giving that 
the preference, there cannot exiſt the leaſt doubt; and if the plan now 
y of propoſed for ſelling the land tax has a tendency to give that prefer- 
ex- ence, which undoubtedly it ſeems to have, then as certainly will 
| that preference turn to the prejudice of the landed intereſt. But it 
to a is ſaid, this apparent partiality in favour of the monied men cannot, 
ddi- by the operation of this plan, affect the landed gentlemen, and why? 
ake Becauſe it is equally open to the landed gentlemen to buy up the 
tax, as it is to the monied intereſt. But if the landed intereſt could 
the buy up the land tax at twenty years purchaſe, as it is propoſed, then 
20N- they would act as monied men, and it would not affect them as 


cer- landholders. This, however, they cannot be ſuppoſed to do; they 
it to have not in general the means of coming forward to make ſuch a 
ould purchaſe, and they are therefore precluded from deriving any of the 
riod benefits from it which are ſaid to be attached to the plan. What 
moreover proves that it gives a preference to the monied intereſt is, 


ture the very language in which it is ſpoken of by the Chancellor of the 
jp Exchequer. For he himſelf confefles that his plan holds out a 
e 0 


tempting bargain ; but who are they who can take advantage of this 
icmpting bargain? Are they not the monied men, and is it not 
eonſequen ly a decided and evident preference given to them over 
4 H 2 
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the landed intereſt? Indeed, in all points of view in which he 
had confidered the plan, it appeared to him to be one that was 
taken up rafhly and precipitately ; it was ſcarcely poſſible that the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had now much praQtice and 
experience in financial concerns, could ever have thought of pro- 
poſing a plan fo very exceptionable, had he viewed it even ſuper- 
ficially in all its parts. Indeed, when he more ſeriouſly reflected 
on its tendeney, he was more than aſtoniſhed that His Majeſty' 8 
Miniſters could have been fo mad as venture to propuſe a meaſure 
which in its nature muſt tend to ſow diviſion, jealouſy, and diſcon- 
tent throughout the nation; and that at a moment when it is ſur— 
rounded and threatened with ſuch alarming dangers. He was con- 
fident, or, at leaſt, from former experience, he was induced to hope, 
that when the right honourable gentleman had more ſeriouſly at- 
tended to the nature of his propoſal, and to the manner in which 
it was received, he would naturally withdraw it, and not permit it 
to go a ſingle ſtep farther. 

But now what was the great objeR, for the attainment of which 
this hazardous plan has been introduced? As far as he couid 
gather an idea of the benefit that was promiſed to reſult from it, 
the moſt prominent advantage was, that it would remove from the 
-market a large quantity of 3 per cents., and by this removing this 
large portion of ſtock, it would tend to raife the remainder. From 
this another advantage was to ariſe, namely, that the right honour- 
able gentleman would be thus enabled to make a better loan. But 
even in this view of the plan, he was much afraid that the 1ight ho- 
nourable gentleman would tind himſelf hugely diſappointed. For 
this financial manoeuvre, if ſuch was his expectation, would not 
enable him to make his loan one ſhilling cheaper. It was not from 
what had tranſpired of this plan, that ſtocks had riſen from 47 to 
50. A variety of other circumſtances had concurred in giving them 
that riſe ; and it was his firm belief, that when this favourite ſcheme 
came to be better known, it would not have the effect of railing 
the funds. No benefit could therefore reſult from it by bettering 
the terms of the intended loan ; for monied men would always look 
to their own advantage, and the borrower muſt be always in the 
power of the lender, except when a ſtruggle of competition might 
make his terms more advantageous. It was moreover to be ob- 
ſerved; that it was not the addition to the ſtocks that made them fall, 
nor the removing of any part of them from the market that made 
them riſe ; their riſe or fall could never be materially affected, as 
long as no doubt aroſe about the taxes being ſufficient, and at the 


lame time {cured for the payment of the public creditor, But, in 
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another view, how was this plan to prove beneficial to the Public ? 
It propoſes to give a perpetual 5 per cent. for a perpetual 6 per 
cent. ; and thus, on forty millions, to procure a gain of 1 per cent. 
or four hundred thoufand pounds. This, however, could be but a 
diſtant object, and by no means applicable to the relief of our pre- 
ſent exigencies, which, however, the plan purported principally to 
have for object. Neither would it remove any quantity of ſtock 
out of the market; for the 5 per cent. perpetual which you grant 
out of the land, if you permit it to-be fold, which we may ſuppoſe 
to be the caſ-, will thus come again into the market, and form a 
capital of ftock preferable to every other, as being perpetual. This, 
in another light, might be attended with no ſmall miſchief ; for 
nothing could he more miſchievous than to hold out any ſecurity as 
preferable to the ſecurity of the funds. A difference, however, 
would appear between the, two ſecurities held out by thoſe two dif- 
ferent kinds of ſtock, and the difference would ſoon ftrike every 
bodv. This new ſcheme will beſides materially obſtruct the moſt. 
material object which it ſeemed to aim at, namely, the borrowing 
of money on more advantageous terms ; for by it the Chancellor of 
the Fxchequer creates a competition againſt himſelf ; for monied 
men will ſooner employ their money in buying up this new ſtock 


than in lending it to the right honourable gentleman ; and thus his 


plan will go to fruſtrate his own deſigns. Indeed it met no object 
for which it was intended: inſtead of withdrawing ſtock from the 
market, it only occaſioned a transfer to another ſtock ; and, though 
it held out a chance to the landholder to buy up his ſhare of the tax, 
yet that chance would every day diminiſh as the ſtocks might riſe ; 
and thus the plan would prove not only an idle ſpeculation, but a 
ſource of injuſtice and injurious partiality. 

The only advantage, therefore, that ſeems to be derived from it 
is, that upon forty millions you get one per cent.; but this advant- 
age is fully counterbalanced by the converſion of the preſent land 
tax into a perpetual annuity ; and, inſtead of taking out of the 
market a great portion of ſtock, this annuity of 5 per cent. being 
irredcemabſe, will naturally replace what is taken out originally by 
the purchaſe of it; and a perpetual irredeemable 5 per cent. ſtock is 
thus eſtabliſhed, to which the operation of the ſinking fund can 
never apply. Upon the whole, the plan very juſtly gives diſcon- 
tent to the country gentlemen ; it would not be productive of either 
mediate or immediate good ; it was moreover a violation of the 
Conſtitution, and that in a manner which a bad Minifter might 
make a very bad uſe of. He therefore hoped the linded gemle⸗ 
men and the Houſe in general would make a firm ſtand againſt it"; 
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for his part, he would oppoſe it as a dangerous theory, as a mic. 
chievous ſpeculation. . 

Mr. ROBERT THORNTON faid, he admired the financial 
knowledge. of the worthy Baronet on moſt occaſions ; yet, on the 
preſent, he was very far from approving his ideas. He could not 
therefore agree with him, that the preſent plan would fail in its in- 
tended objects; he was ſatisfied, on the contrary, that it would re- 
_ duce a quantity of ſtock, and thereby be productive of etlential ſer- 
vice—as to the invidious diſtinction which it was ſuppoſed it would 
draw between the handed and the monied intereſt, there was ſurely 
no room for ſuch a ſuppoſition ; and much.did he with that no hint 
even ſhould be dropt of any ſuch diſtinction or contradiRtion of in- 
tereſts, for it was only by a cordial union of the landed and the 
monied intereſt, that their mutual happineſs could be ſecured, or 
that the common country could be faved ; he was, indeed, an ene- 
my to all inequality in the land tax, od was earneſtly defirovs it 
might be ſomething like equalized. Nor would he object to ſeeing 
all other ſpecies of property liable to a proportionate tax ; and could 
ſuch a meaſure be deviſed, it ſhould have his cordial concurrence. 

Sir WILLIAM GEARY diſapproved of the principle of the 
meaſure ; yet he would not ultimately object to it, if he perceived 
it tended to ſtrengthen the country, and to convince the enemy of 
the unexhauſted and inexhauſtible ſtate of our reſources. 

. Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL ſaid, the very doubts that were 
thrown out reſpecting the utility of the plan, were, of themſelves, a 
ſufficient reaſon for entering immediately into the diſcuſſion of its 
merits or demerits : he hoped, therefore, there would be no farther 
— oppoſition to the Speaker's leaving the chair. He was not a little 
ſurprized at hearing a worthy Baronet (Sir William Pulteney) treat 
the preſent plan as an haſty ſpeculation, introduced to the Houſe 
without any mature conſideration : it was well known that the 
meaſure had undergone a very minute examination, and that it had 
been meditated on for a very great length of time. At firſt, how- 
ever, he muſt own that he was rather averſe from adopting it, be- 
cauſe he imagined he had diſcovered objections to it that were, in 
his mind, infurmountable ; but from ſeveral diſcuſſions on the ſub- 
jet with his right honourable friend, ke was now become a perfect 
convert to it: nor would the worthy Baronet be ſo urgent in his 
diſapprobation of the meaſure under diſcuſſion, were it not that it 
diſagreed with ſome favourite ideas and darling plan of his, which 
he felt indignant at, not having met with the countenance of his 
right honourable friend, and the approbation of the Houſe. The 
obſervations made by a noble Lord (Sheffield) reſpecting the crown 
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lands, and the epithets of ſpeculation and jobs, which he ſo liberally 


beſtowed on the manner in which they were regulated, were as 
groundleſs and as ill merited, as the animadverſion of the worthy 
Baronet : and, moſt aſſuredly, the noble Lord would not have made 
uſe of them, had he attended to the conduct and character of thoſe 
who now had the ſuperintendance of thoſe lands. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY obſerved, that the learned gen- 
tleman muſt have formed his judgement of his conduct, from the 
' motives which actuated his own when he ſuppoſed that the oppoſi- 
tion which he now gave to the plan of the right honourable gentle- 
man aroſe from his fondneſs for favourite ideas and ſchemes of his 
own, and which that right honourable gentleman had not been 
pleaſed to approve. No ſuch mean motives had ever actuated his 
parliamentary conduct; and whether he ſupported the Miniſter, 
which he had frequently done, or whether he oppoſed his meaſures, 
he had, in either caſe, acted according to the diQates of an unbiaſled 
judgement, and in this opinion of him, he truſted the Houſe would 
concur. But as to the learned gentleman the motives of his acqui- 
eſcence in the meaſures of the Miniſter, he himſelf had explained. 
He at firſt felt ſome objections to the preſent plan; but on diſcuſſing 
it with the right honourable gentleman, his objections, he ſays, were 
done away ; he now gives it his ſupport ; ſtruck, no doubt, and over- 
whelmed by the great talents and perſuaſive mode of reaſoning 
which the right honourable gentleman is fo well * to 
exert. 

Mr.-SOLICI TOR GENERAL ſaid, this unmerited attack 
from the honourable Baronet proceeded from a perſonal reſentment 
againſt him. He, however, could boldly ſay, that he poſſeſſed a 
mind as independent as that of the worthy Baronet, and that he was 
by no means in the habit of yielding implicit obedience to the will 
or judgement of his right honourable friend. His right honourable 
friend, on the contrary, will do him the juſtice to ſay, that he had 
frequently canvaſſed and diſapproved his conduct with the candour 
and frankneſs of friendſhip ; and that, when he knew him in bet- 
ter days, had he followed his advice, his right honourable friend 
would not be now in the ſtate of painful pre-eminence in which he 
ſtood. He was ready to acknowledge the ſuperior talents of the 
right honourable gentleman'; but had never bowed to them with 
that ſervility which the e Baronet ſeemed diſpoſed to accuſe 
him of. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY diſavowed any intention of giv- 
ing offenſive language to the learned gentleman ; and inſiſted that 
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his public conduct was never ſwayed by perſonal reſentment, or any 
ſuch petty motive. 


Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that warmth of expreſſion frequently 


[Commong, 


aroſe from repeated explanations— The Houſe, he truſted, would 


therefore agree with him in the neceſſity there was of enforcing its 
rule, and not permitting any gentleman to ſpeak more than twice, 
without keeping him ſtrictly to the line of explanation. 

Mr. SIMEON contended, that the objection to the preſent plan 
of its being unconſtitutional, was altdgether unfounded. The land 
fax, that was hitherto.voted annually, was not, by this plan, con- 
verted into a perpetual tax, but it was wholly annihilated. Thoſe 
who urged this objeQion, had ſplit one propoſition into two; for if 
they had attended to it, they would have found that, though the 


firſt clauſe makes the tax perpetual, yet the ſecond declares, that it 


is made, &c. merely for the purpoſe of being ſold, 

Mr. NICHOLLS could never agree to the principle of the mea- 
ſure, becauſe it was flagrantly unjuit—He muſt, therefore, oppoſe 
the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. DENT conſidered this a meaſure of great importance. He 
thought that the Committee was the beſt ſtage for its diſcuſſion 
and therefore he ſhould vote for the Speaker's leaving the chair. 

Mr. I. P. BASTARD was decidedly againſt the meaſure now 
before the Houſe, He ſaid he could not conſent to the landed in- 
tereſt being fold for the purpoſe of raiſing the funds. This plan 
would decreaſe the value of land; and he ſhould not be ſurprized 
if that decreaſe was ſo conſiderable as to amount to four or five 
years purchaſe. It was a maxim of our juriſprudence that no one 


part of our property ſhould be ſacrificed for the purpoſe of bettering 


another. This was a wild plan under the title of bettering the 
condition of our public affairs. Nothing would ſave this country 


but economy in every branch of our expenditure ; for this there was 


great occaſion, as in almoſt every branch there was almoſt a Trea- 
ſury to be fold. He would ſay that before any private property was 
ſold for the public ſervice, as this bill propoſed to do, the country 
ought to diſpoſe of the public property. By this he did not mean 
woods and foreſts merely, but there were a variety of other reſources 
which would produce more, a great deal, than this meaſure, and by 
urging them, a certain proportion of the taxes would be taken off. 


This meaſure would do no ſuch thing; for by this, only one ſpecies ' 
of property was relieved, while the other was burdened. When 


this meaſure was carried, the next meaſure would be. another land 
tax, , and then again another; firſt 28. in the ne ang then 45- 
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and ſo on, perhaps, to tlie whole 208. He knew of nothing to 
prevent” the Miniſter going to that extent. He knew of no way to 


prevent this miſchief but for the Houſe to ſtop it in limine. It 
ſnould be ſtopped at the beginning: He was procceding to object 


to ſeveral” of the reſolutions, and to ſhew that they were inconſiſ- 
tent wih each other; when 
Mr. Chancellor PITT objected, and ſaid that it was irregular 
to take notice of the reſolution i in detail on the queſtion that the 
«ag do leave the chair, 
SPEAKER aid, that it was not regular, in this ftage of the 
Mere to enter into the detail of the reſolutions, becauſe they 


were not printed by the authority of the Houſe. All that was re- 
cular to be diſcuſſed, at preſent, was the principle of the meaſure. 


The reſolutions could only be detailed in the Committee. 


Mr. WILBERFORCE was decidedly of opinion that this mea- 


ſure ought be allowed to go into a Committee. He went over 
the arguments of the honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and 
oppoſed them. He ſaid he did not think that to relieve the public 


funds was the' way to depteciatè the value of the landed property. On 
the contrary, he thought that to relieve any one part of the public | 
capital was to increaſe the value of all the reſt, and to improve the 


ſtate and inereaſe the public proſperity. He did not ſay that the plan 


row” before the” Houſe" had no defects; he feared it had; and that 


which appeared to him to be the moſt objectionable was one which 
he feared was not eaſily amended: that was the difficulty which 
gentlemen would be under in purchaſing the tax. But, taking the 
meaſure in all its views, he was moſt heartily defirous to ſee it ſuc- 
ceed'; and therefore he ſhould vote for the Speaker leaving the 
chair. 

The Houſe divided: — For the Speaker leaving the chair, 105; 
Againſt it, 1 3. 


The Houſe having reſolved itlelf! into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, 


Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, that he had ſtated, when he pre- 


ſented the outline of the reſolutions on Monday, that he wiſhed them 
to be ſubmitted to a Committee of the whole Houſe on Wedneſday, 


ind that he was anxious gentlemen would poſtpone their obſerva- 


tions on the principle till they ſhould come to be reported _ on 
Thurſday, He was ſorry, however, that from the late time of the 
night to which the honourable. gentlemen who oppoſed the mea- 


lure had contrived to put off their going into the Committee, ſome _ | 
farther delay might take place. Theſe gentlemen had firſt tried 


every method of e its progreſs; and when they found them 
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general prejudice againſt it. They had taken the opportunity of 
expreſſing their diſapprobation both of the principle and detail while 
_ the Speaker was in the chair, and when they knew that, by the 
forms of the Houſe, he could make no reply. The mifrepreſenta- 
tions which they had made of the meaning and tendency of his pro- 
poſitions were ſo groſs, that they appeared to him to have but very 
ſlightly attended to the reſolutions which had been put into their 
hands. It was too late an hour to treſpaſs on the patience of the 
Houſe by entering into the proof of their numerous misſtatements; 
and in addition to that circumſtance, he obſerved, that the principal 

nift with whom he had the misfortune to contend, had been 
unable to ſuſpend his inclination for repoſe, now that it was in his 
power to meet him on the fair field of argument. As it was his 
with that a ſubject of ſo much importance ſhould receive the fulleſt 
diſcuſſion, he ſhould decline ſaying any thing in that gentleman's ab- 
fence. He hoped, however, that the queſtion might be ſo far conſi- 
dered as ſettled, as not to have the general principle again contended 
when the diſcuſſion ſhould be reſumed to-morrow. - He earneſtly 


entreated that gentlemen would, in the mean time, peruſe the reſo- 


Jations with the moſt ſolemn attention, ſeriouſly reflecting on the 
important intereſt which they involved; and if his entreaty was 
complied wich, he was confident that the objections which had been 
urged againſt them would vaniſh, and that thoſe who had uttered 
them would lament the miſchief which might ariſe from their being 
at all mentioned. He would therefore move that the Chairthan re- 
port progreſs, and aſk leave to fit again to-morrow.” © © 
The Houſe being reſumed; Mr. HOBART made the _ and 
the Sanne was > pero to fit again to-morrow. 


241 * 4 


© Thurſday; aun 5 


Colonel PORT ER moved for an account of the public contribu- 
tions ſubſcribed or paid in at the Bank, dilinguiſhing free Shs from 
the ſums ſubſeribed to cover, aſſeſſed taxes. 

: Mr. "Chancellor PITT. faid; that as the act of Parliament had 


given perſons a power to ſubſcribe, both to cover their aſſeſſed taxes 
and by way of free gift, the account the honourable gentleman had 
woyedd for could not, in his opinion, be made up: and this muſt at 
once be byious, when it was recollected that 700l. might appear to 


aye been, ſubſeribed to cover aſſeſſed taxes, of which 3ool- were 


probably A,vguntary gift. 
e e Wald oh eee, ” POTS" for a an egen of ſum.” 


(] 


But he thought the honourable gentle 
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ſubſcribed at the Bank under the act of this ſeſſion, authorizing vo- 
luntary contributions, diſtinguiſhing dates, and the head under wen 
each ſum was ſubſcribed. 

Colonel PORTER withdrew his colin anda. and 3 
the ſuggeſtion of the right honourable gentleman, but added the 
words, and the names of the ſubſcribers.” 

Mr. Chancellor PITT objected to the names of ſubſcribers 


forming any part of the account. The motion itfelf could only 


have been made with a view. to ſome financial diſcuſſion, and he 
was ſure the names of the ſubſcribers could not be neceſſary to any 
argument on the budget. But it was peculiarly courious to find an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Tierney, ſecond a motion for an account 


which would place individuals who had not ſubſcribed in an invi- 


dious ſituation. In a recent debate, that honourable gentleman had 
objected on this very ground to the names of perſons who might be 
called upon for their perſonal exertions being. publiſhed; yet he ap- 
pears not to feel that the ſame painful ſenſations might ariſe in indi- 
vidual minds were the concluding part of the honourable Colonel's 
motion agreed to. For himſelf, he believed neither money nor 
perſonal exertions would be withheld when the moment had arrived 
to call forth the ſpirit of the country to repel the enemy. But if 
he felt any delicacy, it was for the perſons who had not ſubſcribed at 
the Bank more than thoſe who might be called upon for their ſer- 
vices in the field. This could not ſurprize gentlemen: for the 
man who may. now, withhold ſubſcribing at the Bank, may yet ſin- 
cerely intend to aſſiſt his country with. his purſe and his perſon in 
the hour of real danger—an hour in which all ought to be unani- 


mous ; and all. would, he believed, be unanimous, againſt an 


enemy who threatened with ruin every nation of the world. He 
hoped, however, that thoſe gentlemen who had not ſubſcribed, 
would take „the opportunity of the approaching holidays to ſet a 
good example by their liberality. 

Mr. TIERNEY faid, he underſtood the original motion had re- 
quired a return to be made of the names of the ſubſeribers. It was 
under this impreſſion, and not hearing the right honourable gentle- 
man object to it, that he ſeconded the motion in the form in which 
his honourable friend had laſt propoſed it. Far was it, however, 
from him to wiſh that individuals might be wounded in their feel- 


| Ings, and he thought with the right honourable gentleman that it 


would be as invidious in the preſent inſtance as the caſe alluded to. 

But he could not help ſaying that one part of the ſubſcription par- 

ticularly concerned that Houſe—namely, the ſubſcription of the 

Batik of England. Diſtreſſed as might be the ficuation of the conn" 
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try, that Houſe was not yet in a fituation to accept a ſubſcription 
from the Bank which had been given in a manner that was unjuſti- 
fable. The opinion of Council had been —_— but no lawyer 


Had given it in favour of the DireQors. 


Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, the fact of the Bank having ſub- 
ſcribed 200,000l. was perfectly notorious ; and if the honourable 
gentleman thought it criminal in the Bank to ſubſcribe, or wrong in 
the Houſe to receive their ſubſeription, he had it in his power to 


bring that queſtion before the Houſe, and (ſaid he) “I hall meet 


the honourable gentleman upon it whenever he pleaſes.” 
Mr. TIERNEY would make no motion reſpeQing the 


Bank, but there was a Bank Proprictor, a Member of that Houſe, 


who had written a letter to the Directors on the ſubject, who would 
take notice of it. | 
Mr. HOBHOUSE was not one of the ſubſcribers, but he thould 
be happy to ſubſcribe to throw Miniſters out of their ſituation, and 
then he ſhould ſubſcribe to defend the country. 
The words © names of the ſubſcribers" being left out, the mo- 
tion was agreed to. | 
* The Houſe went into a Committee on the land-tax bill, Mr. 
- HOBART i in the chair. 
Mr. Chancellor PITT having on a ae day entered into 
a general detail of the preſent ſcheme of finance, he ſnould not now 
go at large into the diſeuſſion of it; but he regretted that the ho- 
nourable gentlemen who had ſpoken on the ſubject were not then 
in their places, eſpecially the honourable Baronet (Pulteney), to 
whoſe ſpeech he ſhould have wiſhed-to reply. However, the Houſe 
-would have an opportunity of diſcuſſing the ſubje& in detail upon 
the report, which would be brought up on an early day after the 
receſs. ' Fw Bock | | 


Mr. HUSSEY was decidedly againſt the meafare. It would 


be merely to take eighty millions of 3 per cents. out of the market, 
and the bringing in an annuity of 2,400,000]. which would be 
- transferable. ' It could not, therefore, raiſe the funds, which in his 
opinion eould only be done by increafing the OY: medium, 
and drawing forth the reſting caſh of the country. 

Mr. Chancellor PIT T ſaid, that the 2, 400, oool. was not to 


be transferable” in the nature of common ſtock, but conveyed in 
the ſame manner as eſtates generally were. This eircumſtance, 


* to the effect the meaſure would have of redueing the quantity 
of floating ſtock in the market, rendered the chance of riſe ver? 
great; and by being much bought up, ſo much looſe money would 


not remain in the hands of individuals, of whatever religion. - 


AeziL 5. J DEBATES. 7 > 013 


Mr. HUSSE ſaid, that if at preſent a man who had an an- 


nuity of 24001. in the 3 per ecnts. were in eireumſtances that re- 
quired his ſelling it, the neceſſity would increaſe, did he transfer 


this annuity, and take 2, oool. land tax in its ſtead. He did not 
care who was Miniſter ; but as a man who had a ſtake in the coun- 


try, he wiſhed the revenue well. He was ſomewhat of a landed 


man; but as one, the chief of whoſe property was in the funds, it 
was his intereſt to wiſh the preſent meaſure ſueceſs: but in his heart 
he believed it to be a bad one. It would prove vexatious to men 
of landed property, who could not pay forty millions in five years, 
that is, eight millions a year; they mult, in fac, ſel * eſtates to 
redeem the tax. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he . did underſtand what 
the honourable gentleman aſſumed, but he could not fce that it con- 
veyed any argument. It muſt be remarked, that this was not a 
transferable fund, ſubjeRA to fluctuations, and that many prefered the 
purchaſe of land to ſtock. Independent of the other facilities which 
the meaſure gave to landed gentlemen, there were ways in which 


they might raiſe the requiſite ſums, without trenching on their ne- 


ceſſary expences. The retrenchment of their luxuries and their 
amuſements would furniſh them with conſiderable funds without 
being obliged to ſell or mortgage. Vaſt ſums for the laſt twenty years 
had been expended upon agricultural improvements, to the icalcu- 
lable advantage of the country and the increaſe of rents: yet no 
perſon ever complained that the ſums ſo employed had injured the 
funds ; on the contrary, there was, perhaps, no circumſtance that 
tended more to their advancement. It was, therefore, an error to 
ſuppoſe, as had been ſtated, that there was any emulation, much 


lets hoſtility, between the landed and the commercial , intereſts. 


* Though the meaſure (ſaid he) was not framed with any view, to 
more advantageous terms in the approaching loan, yet there was 
reaſon to think it might have a material and ſenſible effect upon 
that, if the plan be not treated with ſuſpigion, and kept afloat and 
in ſuſpence : but its far ſuperior merit conſiſts in this that if we 
are much longer obliged to maintain the arduous ſtruggle in which 
we are unfortunately engaged, it will yield us a powerful and pro- 
greſfive aid to ſupport and vindicate the honour and independence of 
the country. As to the preſent ſtate of the funds, let it not be fup- 


poſed that the fluctuations which occur from day to day, and the 
_ tlepreflion they experience, are by any means governed by chance. 
I know them to be the effect of deſign coneeived by a ſet of men 
Whoz without being real ſtockholders, contrive to have great influ- 


ence.upon thern. The object of heſe men i is, by their machinations, 


614 : | PARLIAMENTARY [Commons, 


to drive me fo conclude the loan by a given day upon diſadvanta. 
geous terms for the country, and I know that fiQicious bargains 
have been made by them for that purpoſe. I am appriſed of their 
defigns, and I will take tare not only to defeat them, but alſo to turn 
againſt themſelves the effects of their baſe practices. I will con- 
vince them, that in calculating the time and manner of the loan, 
they have greatly over-reached themſelves.— The ſtate of the funds 
is by no means a criterion of the merits of this meaſure. When 
I had the honour of propoſing the plan of the ſinking fund, during 
the time of the diſcuſſion, no impreſſion was made upon the ſtocks, 
only that upon the whole they were rather falling. When the plan 
was adopted, it produced no effect upon them; but in two months 
after they began to riſe, and ſo went on progreſſively, till they were 
nearly at r. I do not, however, mean that at preſent there is any 
cloſe analogy between them, or that ſimilar effects will be for ſome 
time apparent ; for the period I allude to was that of a profound 
peace It will be voluntary in monied men, whether they raiſe 
the eighty millions or not. The terms are highly favourable to 
them, and they are worth having to others. I cannot conſent to 
long delay, as it would imply doubt or heſitation; being firmly con- 
vie that if you give up this ſcheme, you riſk giving up a 
powerful means of combating the enemy with vigour and 


elles. „ 
Mr. HAWKINS BROW NE ſpoke in ſupport of the reſolutions. 
Some obſervations having fallen from ſeveral Members, relative 
to the check which the Houſe ſhould have upon the Crown in lieu 
of the land tax, | 
Dr. LAWRENCE ſaid, that, by the adoption of the preſent 
meaſure, a much greater check would hereafter exiſt than there ever 
had been before. It was intended to appropriate a certain portion 
offevcnue to that purpoſe, which Parliament ſhould have the 
power of voting annually ; whereas the land tax, at its origin, had 
been applicd to other purpoſes beſides thoſe which afterwards cauſed 
it to become a check upon the Crown, and had only been inci- 
dentally made the fund for that. purpoſe. R 
The reſolutions were then agreed to by the Committee ; ö and it 
being moved, on the Speaker's returning to the chair, that the report | 
be received on Monday ſe'nnight, 
Mr. SHAW LE FEVRE aid, there were many gentlemen 
who would not be able to attend on that day, and therefore he 
wiſned the report might be put off to Monday fortnight. . DE 
Mr. Chancellor PITT could not conſent to any delay W. 


might give ws appearance of heſitation to the plan. * But ; an ample... 
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opportunity would be afforded to thoſe gentlemen who wiſhed to diſ- 
cuſs it in the farther progreſs of the buſineſs. If the Houſe ſhould 
agree to the report of thoſe reſolutions on Monday ſe” nnight, it was 
his intention then to appoint the day mentioned by the. honourable 
gentleman. for diſcuſſing the ſubject, of them fully, Immediately 
after the bringing In a bill, he would move to have. it. printed, and 
read a ſecond time on Monday fortnight. 

Mr. SHAW LE FEVRE aid, the meaſure had his nn 
wiſhes, and he would therefore ſupport it. 


Monday, April 16, 


The order of the day being read for the Cond reading of the 
bill for the relief of the owners and maſters of ſhips, 

Mt. Alderman LUSHINGTON ſaid, that being the original 
propoſer of the preſent bill, he then felt it to be his duty to ſtate the 


grounds on which he had brought it forward. But before entering 


into the circumſtances of the caſe of thoſe perſons whom it was the 


object of the meaſure to relieve, he thought it neceſſary to remark, - 


that the ſubject was one which had become not only highly im- 
portant to individuals, but alſo to the general intereſts of the count. 


When he ſtated it to be thus intereſting, he was in no fear of being 
contradicted when he aſſerted, that that muſt be a benefit or loſs to 


the country which was a benefit or loſs to commerce. Whatever 
ſtimulated the genius, and increaſed the induſtry of the country, 


would, in its effects, benefit generally every claſs and deſcription of - 


men; and no people had ever been more diſtinguiſhed for its 


x patronage and protection of the arts and commerce than the Engliſh. - 


It would be felt, that this ſpirit could not be more laudably called 


forth than in behalf of men who were always uſefully engaged it 
promoting and facilitating the commercial relations and intercourſe , 
of the country with other States : and, while the Legiſlature Qccu= .; 


pied itfelf in the conſideration of meaſures and the adoption of plans 


for multiplying the means of inland navigation, and improvements 


of the turnpikes, he did hope ſo valuable a claſs of men as the 


ſhip owners would not be denied relief. The bill itſelf was founded 


on principles of ſubſtantial juſtice ; and if there exiſted any cauſe of 


apprehenſion of improper uſe being made of the indulgence of that 
Houſe, it was to be found on the other ſide (alluding to the petitions - 


2painſt the bill), not among the ſhip owners. In fact, the object 
of the ſhip owners merely was, to induce. the Legiſlature: to paſs a 
law which ſhould determine with precifion the degree of reſponſi- , 
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ſhips. It was in every gentleman's recollection, that the deciſion 
of the Court of King's Bench, in the cafe of Smith againſt Shep- 
pard, had placed the ſhip owners in a ſituation altogether new, ſub. 


ject to a reſponſibility which, till that queſtion was apitated, had 


never been dreamt of, and which in its operation and varied effects 
had, ſince then, moſt ſeverely wounded commerce, and diſcouraced- 
the enterpriſing ſpirit of a principal part of thofe conterned in car- 
rying it on. Not leſs than fifty or fixty millions of property had 
been afloat fince that deciſion ; and the reſponſibility which had at- 
tached to the ſhip owners, had ſubjected them to an increaſe of the 
premiums of inſurance to the enormous ſum of five or ſix millions, 
by which they had ſuffered proportionable injury. From theſe, and 
from the different other cireumſtances ſtated by him in detail, Mr. 
Alderman Luſhington had no doubt but the Houſe would be induced 
to agree to the motion for the ſecond reading: of the bill, and ulti- 
mately to grant that relief to which the ſhip owners were, in bis 
opinion, ſo juſtly entitled. 

The bill was read a ſecond time, and ordered to be committed; 
and on the motion of the Mafter of the Rolls, the petition of 
Meſſrs. Buller and Co. againſt - the bill was referted to the ſaid 
Committee. 

Mr. HOBART brought up the report of the reſolutions for the 
ſale of the land tax. Theſe refolutions were read a firſt time, and 
moved to be read a ſecond time. 

Mr. HARRISON faid, the advantages which had been pointed 
out as belonging te this meaſure when it was firſt introduced, were 


too ſmall to be of any real importance tò the country. Indeed it 


had not been pretended that they were calculated to give any real 
efficient aſſiſtance whatever. Wrong and exceptionable as he con- 


ceived the meaſure to be in principle, he would, however, have 
given it his ſupport, were there any hope of its tending to relieve 


the nation in the preſent alarming crifis ; but of that there was not 
the ſmalleſt proſpect. If the meaſure was intended to relieve the 
country, its operation ought to be quick and extenſive ; but the re- 


ſolutions juſt read tended obvioufly to narrow and retard any benefit 
that might - poſſibly ariſe from this crude and inconſiſtent ſcheme. 
The right honourable gentleman's plan, if ſucceſsful to its achme, 


would only produce a faving to the public of 400, oool. per annum, 


and this not until a future period of at leaſt five years. He might 
ſoon realize a much larger ſum by ſetting his mind at work to reduce 
the, public. expenditure, by lopping off every unneceſſary extravagance 


and pernicious-waſte : but what was the ſituation in which the land- 


holder would be placed by this plan? He was to be called on, in 
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twelve months, to ſay, whether he would, or would not, purchaſe 
his land tax. Let it be ſuppoſed that he agrees to purchaſe. The 
ſituation of the country is ſuch, that, after having made one or two 
of his payments, he may not be able to proceed in paying up the fol- 


lowing inſtalments. If he ſtop at the third, the conſequence is, 


that his two firſt payments will be forfeited. It is true, in another 
part of the reſolutions, the Court of Exchequer is empowered to 


grant a delay, upon the land- owner's aſking for it; but he did not 


wiſh to be placed in that ſituation which ſhould coal him to aſk 
favours of any Court or of any Miniſter. The favours of Courts 
and of Miniſters were not always diſpenſed in a manner to make 
him much in love with them. No man acquainted with the preſent 
ſtate of the finances of the country could expect much from this 
new ſcheme of the right honourable gentleman. No man who had 
witneſſed the various and novel meaſures he had ſucceſſively brought 
forward, who had heard his boaſtings of their efficiency, who had 
ſeen him afterwards abandon ſome, and acknowledge others to be 
inadequate, would be ſurprized to find him fail in this attempt. 
Upon the whole, this ſcheme appeared ſo little likely to anſwer the 
end which the author of it held out to the Houſe as his object, that 
he could not help thinking there was ſome ſecret purpoſe in view. It 
ſeemed to him that it-was intended to give a new kind of landed ſe- 
curity to certain funds. If 80,000,000.. of the three per cents. 
were taken out of the market and inveſted upon land, the meaſure 
might be followed up till farther, until al} that deſcription of ſtock 


| ſhould obtain this new ſecurity, and be thereby rendered more valua- 


ble: but no act had ever yet paſſed to implicate land as collateral 
ſecurity for the funds; and he was therefore very unwilling that ſuch 


a new meaſure ſhould at once be extended to no leſs a ſum than 


fourſcore millions of ftock. For theſe reaſons, he would oppoſe the 
motion for the ſecond reading. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT faid, that the queſtion before the Houſe, 
in its preſent form, was, whether the reſolutions ſhould be read a 
ſecond time, or not? But, by the objections of the honourable 
gentleman who had firſt ſpoken, he ſhould almoſt have doubted 


whether they had been read a firſt time: he had ſaid, that if he ſaw © 
any great good likely to ariſe out of this, he would have voted for 


it, althought he migbt think it would be attended with many incon- 
veniences; and yet he now decided that he ſhould oppoſe the mea- 
ſure, without examining the difficulty, or giving room for any re- 
medy, if any difficulty ſhould hereafter appear; that was the effect 
of oppoſing the ſecond reading of the reſolutions. The honourable gen- 
tleman had faid; that eighty millions of ſtock was to be thrown ww 
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the land for farther ſecurity ; and that the plan would not be ma- 
tured until a remote period. That honourable gentleman was not 
in the Houſe when the plan was opened, or he would not have made 
ſuch obſervations. It was true, indeed, that part of the plan was 
2 pecuniary gain to the public, and that to a conſiderable amount, 
but that was an object of a ſecondary nature. His opinion was, 
that whatever was the extent of the pecuniary advantage to the pub- 
lic, as far as it went, it would have an influence to raiſe the price of 
the funds, that would tend to raiſe the credit of the country, and, 
by ſo doing, increaſe its reſources ; the conſequence of ſuch a ſyſ- 
tem muſt be progreſſive, and it would have many advantages ; but 
it would be nothing without that greateſt of all advantages, that of 
leading to other meaſures, which, when they are developed, will 
ſhew to the enemy that we are able and willing to contend with 
them for every hour during which their obſtinacy ſhall render that 
unavoidable. He, therefore, did not think that the gentleman who 
ſpoke laſt, took the leaſt method of ſupporting the ſtake that country 
gentlemen had in the country, when, he faid, that this meaſure 
made the land a co! lateral ſecurity for the funds. He would not 
debate the queſtion in that view of it. He thought it evident, that 
if the principle of the meaſure was, what he felt it to be, to im- 
prove our reſources, to enable us to ſupport this conteſt, no one who 
called himſelf an Engliſhman, no one who had the feelings of a 
man, could oppoſe that principle: for to the Houſe was cominitted 
the care of all our property, our lives, and ſomething dearer to a na- 
tion than either, its character for honour. He faid again, that he 
would not debate with any man upon the. propriety of ſupporting a 
meaſure that had that principle for its foundation ; for on it de- 
pended, not the ſafety of the preſent race only, but of poſterity alſo; 
all would be devoted to ignominy and flavery if ſuch a principle 
w7s neglected; every meaſure, therefore, that was thus founded, 
ought not only to be diſcuſſed in that Houſe, but ought, in ſome 
ſhape or other, to be adopted. He muſt therefore, think it hard 
that any thing ſhould be done to prevent the ſecond reading of theſe 
reſolutions by a gentleman who, it was evident, was ignorant of the 
nature of the plan upon which they were founded. That gentle- 
man was not preſent when theſe reſolutions were moved; and now, 
as he was unable to find out any motive for moving them, he con- 
cluded there muſt be ſome ſecret motive. He would tell that gen- 
tleman his motive; it was not that of railing the three per cents. 
by taking away the value of land, but it was. to raiſe the value of 
ſtock in the funds, which, by the way, was a mortgage upon all the _ 
land, upon all the trade, and upon all the commerce of this coun-- 
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try; and by raifing that value, to raiſe the value of every other ſpe- 
cies of property in the kingdom, by inereaſing our reſources. There 


was not land to be made collateral ſecurity to the funds; this was 


intended as a ſecurity to the public in lieu of a duty upon land, and 
the honourable gentleman miſconceived the nature of the good which 
was expected to be produced by this meaſure. The' particulars of 
the meaſure would come forward on the detail of the bill; and he 


could not regularly allude to them in the courſe of the reſolutions. 


It was objected that a perſon may make payments, ſuch as two or 
three, and afterwards forfeit what he had paid, if he did not pay the 
remainder. The honourable gentleman might ſay the ſame as to 
nineteen payments upon his mode of reaſoning ; But that was not 
the form of the reſolution upon that ſubject; for it ſtated, that if 
any perſon ſhall omit to pay at a given time, he ſhall forfeit the 
ſum of , which, when the bill eame before the Houſe, 


probably he ſhould propoſe to be made one tenth of the whole ſum 


agreed upon to be paid ; however, that would be matter for the con» 
fideration of a Committee; and here again the honourable gentle- 
man ſtrangely miſtook the reſolution. But the honourable gentle- 
man's obſervations upon the relief to the purchaſer in caſe of hard- 
ſhip, were curious. He faid that the remedy was to be obtained 
at Court, or by Miniſterial favour ; one would ſuppoſe there was 
ſome double entendre intended there; that gentleman would ſay, 
perhaps, by Court was meant Court intrigue, Miniſterial artifice.” 
Nothing, however, could be more foreign from the matter ; for 
the Court to be applied to in this cafe, was a Court as grave and 
auſtere as any in which that gentleman ever appeared, or to the gra- 
vity of which he had ever added; it was the Court of Exchequer. 


Indeed, the honourable gentleman feemed to be raiſing ſpectres in 
oppoling theſe reſolutions ; and for his own ſake, as well as for the 


fake of the Houſe, the reſolutions ought to be read a ſecond time; 


and hy was perſuaded they deſerved ſerious attention, at a moment 
when the Houſe was more than ever called upon to avail itſelf of 


the reſources, and to make every exertion for the ſervice of the 


country, 


Mr. HOBHOUSE ſpoke as follows: — I agree with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that this ſubject is of great im- 


portance, and highly deſerving the ſerious attention of the Houſe. 


dinee the period that it was firſt ſubmitted to our conſideration, 1 
have often turned theſe reſolutions over in my mind; and the reſult 
of my careful and unbiafſed examination is, that I can by no means 


tive my aſſent to them. I muſt even oppoſe the ſecond reading of 
nem, becauſe no modifications whatſoever can remove my objec- 
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tions to this meaſure, which appears to me radically and funda- 
mentally erroneous. 


The Chancellor of the Exchequer, when he firſt opened his. plc 


4 


to the Houſe, made a brilliant diſplay of the general proſperity and 


affluence of the country. Our commerce, ſaid he, ſo far from 
baving experienced a diminution as in former wars, has conſiderably 
increaſed ; our manufactures have ſenſibly advanced ; and the na- 
tion never exhibited ſtronger ſymptoms of internal wealth. I hope 
this picture is fairly drawn; but I truſt I may be allowed, in 
paſſing, to intimate a doubt of the fact. From how many foreign 
markets are our merchants and manufacturers entirely excluded ! 
I have, however, no deſire, Sir, to detain the Houſe by diſcuſſing 
this topic at preſent : I will immediately proceed to conſider the 
outlines of the ſcheme contained in the reſolutions. 

Let me firſt take a view of the conſtitutional objection to this 
meaſure, which objection does not ſeem to be in the leaſt degree 
weakened by any thing I have yet heard. The land tax has, for 2 
| conſiderable number 'of years paſt, been annually voted for the 
payment of the army and navy. The control of Parliament over 
this branch of the public expence ſerves to prevent a ſtanding army 
from being made an engine of deſpotiſm in the hands of the Ex- 
ecutive Government, and ſecures frequent meetings of Parliament. 
Now, Sir, I entirely concur with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
that if a ſum to the ſame amount, and ſcrupulouſly devoted to the 
ſame purpoſe, be really ſubjected to the annual diſpoſal of Partia- 
ment, the ſame beneficial end will be produced, the ſame check will 
be continued. But the conſolidated fund ought not to be reſorted to 
in this inſtance ; it ought to be regarded as facred, and preſerved in- 
violate, It is appropriated to the payment of the national creditor, 
and you ought not to weaken his ſecurity. Beſides, the. conſtitutional 

power of this Houſe will be merely nominal, not real. What Mem- 
ber could, at any time, refuſe his aſſent to the voting a ſum, already 
pledged by Parliament for the diſcharge of the intereſt ariſing from 
the public debt? Such a flagrant breach of faith, none of us, I 
am ſure, could approve. The conſolidated fund, therefore, can 
furniſh. no actual ſubſtitute for the ſalutary check which we now 
poſſeſs, upon the conduct of a profligate Miniſter. With reſpe to 
an argument uſed the other night by a learned gentleman oppoſite 

to me (Mr. Simeon), namely, that the conſtitutional check of the 
Houſe js not removed, becauſe the tax is not propoſed to be perpetua- 
ted, but annihilated, I muſt beg leave to obſerve here the Speaker 
informed Mr. Hobhouſe, that it was contrary to order to reply to 
What a Member had ſaid on the former night's debate, upon which 
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Mr. Hobhouſe deſiſted, and reſumed ]—I ſtand corrected, Sir, and 


will only repeat that the conſtitutional objection againſt this mea- 
ſure is, in my mind, inſuperable. As to the ſurplus of the conſoli- 


dated fund, if it be admitted that there is any, ſtill it is liable to va- 
riation, and dependent upon circumſtances, and on this account ought 
not to be adopted as a ſubſtitute for a ſum granted upon the land. 
The latter cannot fall ſhort, the former (the ſurplus) may not ſupply 
an amount equal to that which is now lu to the annual vote of 


Parliament. 


Another objection, and which, indeed, attacks the very principle 
of the plan, is, that the preſent land tax, now annually granted, is, 
according to theſe reſolutions, to be converted into a perpetuity :, for 
rather more than a century paſt, namely, from its firſt introduction 
in the preſent ſhape, it has been ſometimes at 28., ſometimes at 38., 
but never more than 4s. in the pound. When it was raiſed by 
Lord North in 1775 from 38. to 4s., it received the conſent of the 
country gentlemen expreſsly upon the ground, that other taxes were 
ſcarcely ever leſſened, but that the land tax had frequently been re- 
duced. But, Sir, what is propoſed now to be done? What but to 
depart from the eſtabliſhed uſage of rather more than a century, and 
to take advantage of the generofity and patriotiſm of the country by 
rendering that. perpetual, which was only aſſented to at a period of 
national exigency in the hope of one day ſeeing it remitted, and thus 
excluding all poſſibility of future diminution. Beſides, Sir, what 
is the object for which this ſcheme is brought forward? Are not 
the country gentlemen to be ſtripped, that the Miniſter, may be 
enabled to borrow with greater facility for the purpoſe of continuing 
this deſtructive and calamitous war? Is not their intereſt to be ſa- 
crificed, that the Miniſter may be furniſhed with larger means of 
beſtowing bouuſſes and other duceurs upon loan-contraCtors and mo- 
ney-jobbers © Let che country gentlemen attend to this obſeryation, 
and determine, whether they ought not to make uſe. of every exer- 
tion, for the ſake of preventing this meaſure from being paſſed-into 
a law. Let them alſo carry their view a little forward, and 
eſtimate the conſequences of allowing fo dangerous a precedent. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, it muſt be allowed, behaves 
frankly upon this occafion. He does not conduct himſelf as for- 
merly, when he propoſed to commute, the tax upon tea for a duty 
upon windows, Then he led the public into an idea, that they 
ſhould conſtantly have their tea cheaper; but they ſoon found that 
they were miſtaken, and that the tax was again impoſed. But now 
the right honourable gentleman fairly ſtates, that he will not under- 


take ta abſtain from laying on a freſh land tax. Nay, is it not caſy, 
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from the wording of one of the reſolutions, to diſcover, that a freſh 
land tax is actually in his contemplation ? The reſolution to which I 
allude provides, © that the manors, meſſuages, or tenements, which 
ſhall have been redeemed, ſhall for ever be free, and diſcharged 
from any tax, ether than ſuch as ſhall be impoſed thereon in proportion 
to the annual value of the ſame in common with all other property of the 
fame deſcription, and that in eſtimating the value of ſuch property, 
the annual amount of the land tax, ſo redeemed, ſhall (as, indeed, 
it ought, conformably to the rules of juſtice) be deducted.“ Who- 
ever pays the leaſt attention to this reſolution muſt foreſee, that the 
fale of the preſent land tax leads to the impoſition of another, ac- 
cording to the preſent value of the landed property in the kingdom. 
Six-pence in the pound upon the improved rents would probably 
ſubject every landowner to the payment of as large a ſum as at pre- 
ſent. Should this war continue, which in the opinion of a learned 
gentleman (Dr. Lawrence) is but in its infancy, the Miniſter, hav- 
ing occaſion to provide large ſupplies by way of loan, may, with a 
view to raiſe he funds, again call upon the landowner to redeem his 
land tax; and this courſe of proceeding may be repeated until he 
has paid to Government the whole value of his eſtate over and over 
again. When the meaſure is viewed in this light, it can only be 
regarded as an invaſion of the ſacred right of private property, and 
deſerves to be reprobated no leſs than the contribution aR, by which 
a man's fortune is inferred from the quantum of his payment to the 
aſſeſſed taxes, and a portion of it ſeized for the uſe of the State. 


Such are the pernicious conſequences reſulting from this plan. 


J hope, therefore, that the Houſe will not allow the reſolutions to 
be read x ſccond time. | SE 

Permit me now, Sir, to inquire into the praQicability of the pro- 
poſal. Who are to be the contracting parties: —the public and the 
individual. Nothing can be more clear than that the nation, 
ſhould the meaſure ſucceed to its full extent, will gain 400,000). 
per annum. | Here the Chancellor of the Exchequer was over- 
heard by Mr. Hobhouſe to ſay, „very ingenuous truly; upon 
which Mr. Hobhouſe made a ſhort pauſe, and then reſumed | 
Since the right honourable gentleman is ſo diſpoſed to compliment 
me upon my ingenuouſneſs and candour, I will entitle myſelf to a 
ſtill larger portion of his praiſe, by admitting alſo, that the funds 
will be raiſed, if his plan can be carried into complete effect. If a 
great addition be made to the national debt, public credit ſinks, and 
the funds ſuſtain a depreſſion. If, vice verſa, a conſiderable quantity 
of national debt be cancelled ; if, for inſtance, as in this caſc, eighty 
millions be abſorbed, the confidence of the country increaſes, people 
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become more diſpoſed to inveſt their money in (Government ſecuri- 
ties, and the funds naturally riſe. To the queſtion why they have 
not already riſen, I give this anſwer: — An idea has gone abroad 
that the Chancellor of the Exchequer brought forwards his plan at 
this particular time, that he might advance the price of ſtock, and 
thus be enabled to negotiate his approaching loan on better terms. 
The money-dealers are endeavouring to counteract his purpoſe. 
They confider him (to talk the language of the Stock Exchange) as 


playing the part of a Bull, while they are, with more effect, playing 


the part of Bears. Or, perhaps, another reaſon may be given why 


the propoſal of the Chancellor of the Exchequer has produced no 


riſe in the ſtocks. A general conviction, I believe, prevails, that 
this financial ſcheme is altogether impracticable and viſionary. 
Will each landowner redeem his own ſhare of the land tax? He 
cannot, Sir. No claſs of men have ſo little ſpare money as the 
landed gentry : their eſtates are, in general, mortgaged deeply; and 
as to borrowing money, none 1s to be procured even upon the moſt 
unexceptional ſecurities. But ſuppoſing that the landowners poſ- 
ſefled the means 'of redeeming their ſeveral quota of the land tax, 
would they feel any inclination for the bargain? The injury done 
to them is by perpetuating and ſelling the tax. The reſolutions 
give no anthority to a purchaſer to make any demands upon them, 
for the power of collection remains, as before, in the hands of Go- 
vernment. Why therefore ſhould they, at a time when, from the 
weight of aſſeſſed taxes, and the exceſſive dearneſs of all the articles 
of life, they are called upon to increaſe their income to the uttermoſt 
of their power, why ſhould they, I ſay, reſign 61. per cent. in the 
ſtocks, with a proſpe of conſiderably improving their capital, for 
the fake of redeeming their land tax upon terms which yield no more 


than 51.? Beſides, Sir, would it not be abſurd in them to promote 


the ſucceſs of a ſcheme, which inevitably leads to an augmentation 
of their own burdens ? Let the ſale of the preſent land tax be ac- 
compliſhed, and, as I before obſerved, a freſh land tax, founded 
upon a new ſurvey and valuation throughout the kingdom, will 
quickly follow. As to the claſs of monied men, the offer is ſtill 
leſs inviting to them than to the landed gentry. The land tax is 
neither improveable, like land; nor, like land, will the poſſeſſion of 
it be attended with the advantages of reſpect and influence. But is 
it not better ſecured than money in the funds? Let thoſe who ſo 
repeatedly aſk this queſtion take into their conſideration, that the 
land tax ariſes not only out of real, but perſonal property. It is 
chargeable upon ſtock in trade, and upon penſions, and the fees, ſa- 
laries, and perquiſites of public offices. Will the poſſeſſor of 
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money think this kind of eſtate worth the ſacrifice of a higher intereſt 
for the preſent, and a great probable advantage at ſome future 
period? Doubtleſs every ons will reply in the negative. Rut it 
will be contended, that although ſuch an eftate, as that which I have 
deſcribed, holds out no tempration, it is far otherwiſe with a land 
tax Ariſing out of large farms in Wiltſhire or Yorkſhire. Let it, 
however, be remembered, Sir, that, according to this plan, the pur- 
chaſer of the land tax has no lien upon the lands, he has no con- 
nexion but with the government of the country. What advantage, 
then, does he obtain in point of ſecurity? There are alſo ſome un- 
pleaſant circumſtances attendant upon the tenure of his purchaſe, 
which deferve to be mentioned. The land tax which he buys, is at 
a certain period redeemable at the ſole option of the landowner. It is 
far from eligible, I ſhould think, to poſſeſs an eſtate, ſubject to this 
condition. If the receiver-general ſhould refuſe to pay what is 
due, then reſort muſt be had to the collector. Is it pleaſant thus to 
be banded about from one Government- officer to another? If an 
abatement ſhould take place in the value of the land, and the tax 
ſhould conſequently undergo a diminution, then the purchaſer is to 
make application for the refidue to the Commiſſioners for reducing 
the national debt. What, then, can induce the monied man to 
forego the many advantageous ways of making 61. or more per cent. 


and improving his capital, for the ſake of purchaſing a land tax, not | 


better ſecured than the funds, and yielding no more than 51. per 
cent? Such are my reaſons, Sir, for believing that the plan of the 
right honourable gentleman is abſolutely inefficient. | 

Bur, Sir, let us, for argument ſake, ſuppoſe that the country gen- 
tlemen will make a great exertion to accompliſh the redemption of 
their land tax, what means can they adopt? To effect this purpoſe, 
and at the fame time enable themſelves to pay the quadruple, or, 
perhaps, quintuple of the old aſſeſſed taxes, as well as the other nu- 
merous burdens to which they are ſubject, they muſt retrench their 
expenditure i in a very large degree. They muft exchange their rural 
habitation-for a town reſidence. Adieu, then, to the advantages 


which ariſe from gentlemen living upon their own eſtates ! Adieu 


to the animation which they give to induſtry, and .the aſſiſtance 


which they afford to their indigent neighbours! And let it farther 


be conſidered, that this ſyſtem of economy will, by diminiſhing con- 
ſumption, injure trade, and bring a loſs upon the revenue. Per- 
haps by the decreaſe of the old taxcs more will be loſt to the , public 


purſe than will counterbalance the 400,000L per arinum, Propoſed 


to be gained by this meaſure. 
On the grounds I have had che honour to ſtate to the, Houſe, I 
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found my oppoſition to the pri inciple of the reſolutions. Thoſe 
grounds appear to me ſolid and convincing ; thoſe, and thoſe alone, 
determine my vote of this evening. I ſpeak not from compaſſion to 
the country gentlemen. If this plan bears hard upon them, moſt of 
them deſerve their fate ; for they have been the great ſupporters of 
the war. I felicitate them upon the burdens which are about to 
be laid upon their ſhoulders. 

As to the clauſes, many of which are highly objectionable, and 
very ill drawn, I do not mean to enter into the detail of them, fince 
this is not a proper time for the diſcuſſion. 

Hon. D. RYDER conſidered many parts of the honourable gen- 
tleman's ſpeech inconſiſtent with each other. His objections to the 
elauſes might be done away in the Committee; in which ſtage, no 
doubt, many amendments would take place, becauſe it was impoſ- 
ſible to make a meaſure of this kind perfect in the firſt inſtance. 
As to the objection againſt making the land tax perpetual, that he 
had ſpoken to on a former occafion ; and, therefore, he ſhould not 
repeat what he had urged already. As to the general doctrine of 


varying the nature of a tax, he could only aſk, what had the Houſe 


been doing ever fince any tax was impoſed? Had they not con- 
ſtantly exerciſed the power of altering, varying, or repealing any 


tax, as they thought fit? And was the propriety of their ſo doing 


ever called in queſtion? The preſent was not the time for conſi- 
dering the ſubject in detail, and therefore he ſhould not enter on 
it. There was one point which came from the honourable gentle- 


man, which he could not help taking notice of; he had ſaid, this 


was a meaſure to enable the Miniſter to carry on this war. It was 
not to enable any Miniſter—it was to enable that Houſe, to enable 
this country, to carry on this war—a war which the honourable 
gentleman only called a calamitous and deſtructive war. He did 
not ſtate it to be what the Houſe ſaid the country felt it to be—a 
juſt, neceſſary, unavoidable war. The honourable gentleman did 
not ſeem to pity the country gentlemen ; and he ſeemed almoſt wil- 
ling to vote for this meaſure, by way of reverige againſt them for 
having ſupported the war. The truth was, that this meaſure was 
to enable the country gentlemen the farther to ſupport the war, and, 
to ſupport their country. It was a meaſure that deſerved ſerious 


attention, and, he had no deubt, would receive it ; nor had he any 


doubt but it would be amended in the Corti 


Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY ſaid, it was always pretended by 


Miniſters, when they brought forward any extraordinary meaſure 
like the preſent, that it was the neceſſity of the times that called for 
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ſanction, and that they were never wantonly introduced and propoſed 
with a view to anſwer any favourite object on their part. The zeal 


and ſpirit of the country was never wound up to an higher pitch 


than at the preſent moment ; and it was open for the Chancellor 
of the. Exchequer to deviſe many other far leſs objectionable modes 
of railing money ; as any he would nvw produce could not fail of 
being ſeconded, and brought into effect by the forward alacrity of 
the people to furniih every reſource which the exigencies of the mo- 
ment might require. Viewing the meaſure in the light he did, he 
would now object to the ſecond reading of the reſolutions ; becauſe 
the principle on which they proceeded was, in his mind, highly 
objectionable : it was alſo to be diſapproved as inadequate to the 


attainment of its profeſſed object. It was the avowed object of 


the right hanourable gentleman, in propoſing the preſent meaſure, 
to raiſe the ſtocks ; but certain he was, that it would not be at- 
tended, with this advantage, but that, while it failed in raifing the 
funds, it would do much miſchief into the bargain. But it is ſaid, 
that it is incumbent upon thoſe who pronounce the meaſure not to 
be a good one, to prove that it is bad, and to propoſe a better in its 
ſtead. This he would deny; on the contrary, it lies with thoſe 
who aflert the meaſure to be good, to prove that ſuch is its tendency, 
and that ſuch will be its effects; this is clear from the whole tenor 
of our parliamentary proceedings, which ſhew that whenever a new 
meaſure is propoſed, it lies with the propoſer of it to adduce the 
reaſons upon which he contends that the meaſure is a good one, and 
that its adoption will be followed by ſalutary effects. In the pre- 
{cat caſe, the right honourable gentleman himſelf does not contend 
that the meaſure now propoſed to us is abſclutely a good one. He, 
on. the contrary, ventures no farther than ſaying, that there is a 
chance of its proving a good one. But, for his part, he denied the 
exiſtence of ſuch a chance. The poſture of affairs, it is ſaid, may 
make the immediate adoption of it highly neceſſary for the good of 
the public-ſervice ; if ſo, then it muſt be granted, expedition is very. 
proper. But, by the confeſſion of the right honourable gentleman, 
the preſent, ſcheme is not expeded to produce any immediate good 
effect; where then is the neceſſity of preſſing it ſo urgently * We 
are told, beſides, that the laws we make to-day, we may repeal next 


vear. This may be true and ſafe in many caſes. But, if a law is 


paſſed for expoſing the land tax to ſale, you can never, reſtore it to 

Where. it, as before; you may talk of indemnity; but few or none 

will accept ruf it, and you thus deliberately, get invalyed in a mil- 

ieh from, which, you cagnat retrieve back your ſteps. Ile would 
4 | 
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again repeat what he had before inliſted on, namely, that it was not 
the quantity of ſtock that tended to raiſe or depreſs the funds; it 
was the quantity of money. When money 1s ſcarce, they are low ; 
when it is plenty, they are high. No; nothing can affect them 
but money, or ſomething that anſwers all the purpoſes of money. 
The right honourable gentleman ſays alſo, that this ſcheme holds 
out a temptation to buy. But this is a miſtake ; it will never ſuc- 
ceed. If you endeavour to force things out of their natural chan- 
nel thus, if you endeavour to force trade into any particular chan- 
nel, you do more harm than good. The right honourable gentle- 
man thinks to drive money into this particular ſtock ; but, even if 
he did, it would not increaſe the quantity of money. There al- 
ready exiſts too ſtrong a temptation for placing money in the funds 
—6 per cent. is ſurely a very ſtrong temptation, and a temptation 
that monied men will eaſily yield to. Some landed gentiemen 
(thoſe who vote for the preſent meaſure) may, perhaps, be induced 
to purchaſe in this new fund ; but while they convert their money, 
if they can raiſe any, to this new object, they will only cramp ſome 
more uſeful branches they have many other: calls for their money; 


they have their farm-houſes to keep i in repair; they have their 


draining, and inclofing, and many other ſuch more important ob- 
jects that demand money, which muſt be neglected, if they be in- 
duced to throw their money into this new channel. Thus you ſee 
the meaſure tends to cripple cultivation, which is ſufficient to ſhew 
that the principle of the meaſure is bad, and that the attempt to in- 
troduce it is impradent and miſchievous. Thoſe who can get more 
than 6 per cent. for their money by lending it to Government, will 
certainly not be tempted to buy into this new ſtock. Where then 
is the pretended alleviation to the funds? it is all a chimera; and 
he would again ſay, that it was impoſſible to raiſe them without in- 
creaſing money, or what ſerved all the purpoſes of money. On the 
conftitutior al point he would offer but a word or two. By the ope- 
ration of this meaſure, the whole of the money ro be raiſed by it 
would be at the diſpoſal of the Exchequer only ; but was not this 
furniſhing an engine that might become formidable, if there occurred 
times that were dangerous to public liberty? And would not this 
be the caſe, if the land tax is to be raiſed without the conſent of 
Parliament ? There was truly danger in this. But we are told 
it only goes to increaſe the conſolidated fund: granted for a moment 
— but is not this in the hands of Government? And does not the 


caſe widely differ, when the Exchequer cannot touch the money at. 
ail? Beſides, the right honourable gentleman may be only buying 
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up the preſent land tax, that he may have another laid on. Surely 
it would be acting a far fairer part to come down to Parliament, 
expoſe the diſtreſſes of the country, and to propoſe pay ing more. out 


of the land tax, in order to relieve them. To this Parliament might 


aſſent; but, in the preſent caſe, all control is taken out of the handa 


of * The land tax, as it ſtood, was the great pillar of 


the Conſtitution; it Vas not good to hazard any change that might 


affect it, or that muſt prove ſo injurious to the landholders, to whom 
the country muſt ever look for its chief ſupport. But we are again 
told, that the meaſure may, in ſome points, be objectionable; yet 
it may be ſo amended in its different ſtages, as to remove all thoſe 
objeQions. This was of late become a very favourite topic ; but 
ſurely where the principle of a meaſure was evidently bad, it muſt be 


wrong to go into any detailed diſcuſſion of it. There could be a 


doubt entertained, but that whatever might be the neceſſities of the 


Government, the country was now ready to come forward in its 


ſupport with money, and with perſonal ſervices. Why then attempt 
an objectionable meaſure merely for the chance of its producing one 
falutary effect, while it was certain to haraſs and · oppreſs the land- 
holders, whoalrcadv paid their full ſhare of all other taxes and rates, 
and who were moreover expoſed to many expences and inconveniences 
in their public capacities of Magiſtrates, Juſtices, &. As to the 
middle claſs of landholders, they were already ſufficiently oppreſſed 


= by the aſſeſſed taxes. It was wrong to hold out the idea of ano- 


ther land tax; the preſent one ſhould be kept where it was, and Par- 
liament might refule it, if Government could be ſuppoſed to be ad- 
ing againſt the liberty of the country. The meaſure was, in all 
views of it, exceptionable and unneceſſary; ; the ſpirit of the coun- 
try was now ſuch, that it would cheerfully ſupply all the exigencics 
of the State — let the meaſure be therefore deferred at leaſt for ano- 
ther Year. Indeed, the whole of the ſcheme ſeemed to be merely 


a piece of legerdemaine, by which one part of the income was 

converted into another, while no real addition was made to it; but 
A mere Juggle was attempted to be carried on, in order to make the 
people believe that ſomething was doing while nothing was done 
in reality. As to the funds, they would deriye no advantage from 
it —che idea of ſecurity. Aoge could ſupport and keep up the ſtocks. 
An; honourable . gentleman, (Mr. Hobhouſe) had been roughly: 


handled for. terraing, t the preſent was a calamitous one. Certain, 
whether it. was, at firſt neceſſary or not, is now an idle quaſſion; 


we : Mult nom go on With it, and bravely defend, eurfelyes-to the-lalt'- 
man and daft Jkilling ; but ſurely it myſt Pkepile, he con 
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feſſed that it has proved a calamitous war, not only to us, but to Eu- 
rope and to the world in general. Therefore, when gentlemen were 
ſo fond to catch at this word, it was ſurely for no other poſſible pur- 


poſe but to make a flouriſh. Nor ſhould the precedent of ſelling 
the land tax be paſſed over without ſerious attention. Would it not 
likewiſe juſtify the ſelling of the new land tax, and thus go on till 
the whole was fold out? The Houſe was undoubtedly aware of 
the danger of precedents. This was a new and peculiarly dange- 
rous one. It was material to keep the land tax where it now was; 
and he hoped he would -no more hear of want of zeal for the country 
imputed to thoſe who oppoſe the preſent meaſure ; for they can give 


no better proof of attachment to their country and its Conſtitution 


than by oppoſing a meaſure which is evidently fraught with much 
miſchief and danger to both. 


Lord HAWKESBURY did not think the worthy Baronet had 
ever looked at the reſolutions which he oppoſed ; had he duly at- 
tended to them, he would have found that, by the fifteenth reſolu- 


tion, the ſame control exiſted over Government as before. The 
meaſure could not, therefore, be objected to in that light as undon- 
ſtitutional. The noble Lord then entered into a vindication of the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, whom he knew to have paid that ſe- 


rious attention to the meaſure now before the Houſe, which enabled 


him not only to ſay that there was a chance of its being highly be- 
neficial to the country, but that there was the ſtrongeſt probability of 
its being attended with ſuch advantages. He did not pretend to ſay that 
he had given any thing like a poſitive demonſtration of theſe advan- 
tages: this could feldom happen; but that ſuch a caſe was made” 
out of the probable good effects attending the meaſure, :aſſuredly ; 
made it worth the trial. It was wrong to compare or "confound 
the ſtock that was to ariſe from the operation of this ſcheme wih 
that of the other ſtocks; This would not be liable to the ſame de- 


gree of fluctuation as the others; for what was purchaſed here was 


intended to be kept; while vital was purchaſed in the funds was 
generally bought with a view to ſelling it again; and it ſurely could 
not be denied but that the addition or diminution of 80 millions to 1 
or from the national debt, muſt greatly affect that confidence upon” 
which the price of Rocks was contended ſo peculiarly to reſt. So 


great a diminution of that debt muſt undoubtedly tend confideribly © 
to increaſe that confidence. It was evident that the "diſcuſſion: of 


this meaſure could de no harm, and it was very probable it might 
ultimately be productive of muefi bod. It was therefore but pro- © 


per it ſhould be" duly donfidered; and his right honotithBle* ue? 
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bad given full time for that conſideration, as all he wiſhed now 


was, that the reſolutions might paſs now, that the bill might be 
printed, and read a ſecond time only on this day ſe'nnight. 
"The refolutions were then read a ſecond time, and agreed to; 


and bills were ordered to be brought in, purſuant to the ſame. 


Wedneſday, April 18. 


The order of the day being read for the farther conſideration of 
the report on the Conſolidated Aﬀetted-tax Bill, when ſeveral 
amendments were propoſed and received. On the clauſe being read 
for obliging landlords to give ſecurity to the collectors of the taxes 


for the payment of the duties in caſes where the goods of the tenant 


were diſtrained for rent, it was oppoſed by 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENLEY, as of an innovating and dan- 
gerous tendency, and as a general and ſweeping clauſe that involved 
the innocent with the guilty. 

- Mr. JOLLIFFE and Sir MATTHEW W. RIDLEY oppoſed 
the clauſe as highly prejudicial to the landlords, by giving this de- 
cided preference to the Crown over the claims of every other 
creditor. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT Gantt the clauſe, and contended that 
there was nothing new in its tendency ; that not the Crown, but 
rather the State, had always | in this country, and in every political 


ſociety, A precedency i in having its claims acknowledged and ſatisfied 


before thoſe of any private ndivideut. 
The Houſe divided For the clauſe, 40; Againſt i it, 33. 

. Mr. JOLLIFFE then moved, as an amendment to the clauſe, 
thar Nothing therein contained ſhould extend to preventing land- 
lords from diſtraining for rent, and recovering it as before by law,” 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD ſpoke of the characters of the 


. of the Land Tax, as far as they reſpeQed the eity 
and county of Coventry. When that liſt was inſpected, the Houſe 


muſt feel that ir was calculated to affix a moſt degrading and ſhame- 
ful ſtigma on the dignity of its proceedings : it was not neceſſary 
for him to enter into any detail of arguments to prove it; it would 


_ doubtleſs ſuffice to advert to the employments of the perſons whoſe 


names graced the liſt. Mr. Bird then read the following ſtatement 


of the Commiſſioncrs of the Land Tax for Coventry: 


X. 
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Common labourers - - 28 | Dealers in dung +33 
Journeymer carpenters - 6 Lamplighters = - 2 
Journevmen taylors - = 28 T umpikeman -. =; = 4 
Journeymen * atchmakers, Servants to the corporation 9 

dvers, coopers, c. 35 | Paupers receiving pariſh 
Journeymen weavers - 335 relief - o3 
Coal carriers - - - = 6 | Bailiffs and runners = — 7 
Colliers — - e = © 
Sexvengers = - - 4 Shoeblack = = +» ed 
Watchmen =- = = 4] Herdfman- =: =» +» 
Dealers in dead horſe-fleſh Fidlerers 

and cats meat - - 3 Idi = =. = 2 


He then concluded by moving, that additional Commiſſioners be 
appointed for executing the act paſſed this year for levying the land 
tax, as far as relates to the city of Coventry. 

Sir M. WHITE RIDLEY was willing to agree to the pro- 
priety of the motion that had juſ been made; but it went to make 
an alteration in a law paſſed this ſeſſion, nd this he conceived to 
be the difficulty that would prevent its being entertained for the 
preſent. 

Mr. HARRISON ſuggeſted the propriety of mai certain qua- 


lification neceſſary to thoſe who were to be appointed Commiſſioners: 


of the Land Tax; and as this would be a new matter, he did not 
imagine it would be liable to the objection that had juſt a 


ſtated by a worthy Baronet. 
Mr. SMOLLETT vindicated the — reſpeRability . of the, i 


names on the liſt of Commiſſioners. 


Mr. LONG confeſſed that very improper perſons had been per- 


mitted to creep into the liſt, which he felt to be diſgraceful to the 
Houſe ; but there ſtill remained a ſufficient number. fully qualified 
for executing the act. There was, therefore, in his mind, no neceſs 
lity for any new meaſure. 


The MASTER OF THE ROLLS ſaid, that the Houſe was, 


bound in honour to wipe away the diſgrace which 1s incurred by 
ſanctioning ſuch a liſt, if it could be any way done conſiſtent with the 


rules of Parliament. With regard to the Land- tax Bill that was now 
paſſed, nothing new could now be introduced; but as the Collec- 
tors of the Aﬀeſſed Taxes were alſo Commiſſioners of the Land: 
Tax, he thought ſome new regulation might be adopted AY Py 
them in ſome of the ſtages of the Aſſeſſed- tax Bill. 1 
Mr. SPEAKER obſerved, that there were ſeveral modes of eb⸗ 


Viating the difficulty; for, as far as it applied to the Aſſeſſed - tax 
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Bill, there was a clauſe in that bill enabling Parliament to alter or 


amend it during the exiſting ſeſſion; and there was alſo, reſpecting 


the Land- tax Bill, a fimilar ſpecial reſervation - for amending it 
during the ſeſſion. The Houſe muſt ſurely feel that its honour 
was at ſtake in the queſtion; and conſequently there could be but 
one with to avert, as far as poſſible, n abufe that could tend to 
degrade it. 

After a bh words in reply from Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD, 
the motion was $ adjourned. 


Thurſday, April 19. 
Mr. Sceretary DUNDAS moved for leave to bring in a bill for 


the better dividing the Militia into regiments, battalions, and com- 


panies, and to augment and regulate the number of field and other 
officers. It had, he ſaid, fallen to him on a former recent occaſion, 
to ſubmit, for the conſideration of that Houſe, various plans for the 
improvement and increaſe of the actual force of the country, and at 
no period did the ſtate of public affairs ſo much require every poſſi- 
ble exertion to put the army on a reſpeRable footing. The objeR 
of the preſent bill, it would be ſeen, was, to form the Militia into 
fuch a number of regiments, battalions, and companies, as might be 
found neceffary for the public ſervice. He ſhould alfo propoſe the 
augmentation of the prefent number of officers, with ſuch officers 


of regular regiments as might be deſirous and in a ſituation to ſerve. 


There was another deſcription of military men, who had evinced 
their zeal in expreſſions of a wiſh to ſerve their country in the hour 


of danger: theſe were officers on the eſtabliſhment of India, now on 
leave of abſence, or for other reaſons, at home. One of the pro- 


viftons of the bill would therefore be, to enable His Majeſty's Lords 


Lieutenants to employ ſuch officers as might be deemed neceſſary. 


When the bill which he had the honour of bringing in, in the courſe 


of the preſent ſeſſion, for incorporating certain Militia corps with 


the Regulars, tock effect, a great number of men had been found 


wanting. It was, however, diſcovered that they had enlifted into 
Navy, Marine Corps, &c. ; and the Lords Lieutenants being un- 


der an apprehenſion, that in conſequence of that bill they muſt re- 
claim them, another proviſion in the preſent bill would be, to 
enable ſuch men to continue in their preſent fi tuations, which 
would relieve Lords Lieutenants from the neceſſity of reclaiming 
them. | 

The Supplementary- Militia A& being read, 

Mr. Secretary. Dundas concluded with moving That leave be 


. 
«** 
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given to bring in a bill for better dividing the Militia into regi- 
ments, battalions, and companies, and augmenting the field officers 
and other officers ; and making ſuch other regulations as- may 
be neceffary to render ect the Militia and Supplementary 
Militia. | 

On the motion of Mr. WILBERFORCE BIRD, the ** 
journed debate reſpecting the augmentation of the tax commiſſioners 
tor Coventry was reſumed. 

Mr. SPEAKER repeated the obſe rvations on the point of form 
ſubmitted by him yeſterday for the conſideration of the Houſe ; and 
with reſpect to the liſt of commiſſioners for Coventry given in by an 
honourable Member, he felt it his duty, it was due from him to the 
dignity of Parliament, to ſtate, that while yet that hondurable gen- 


eman had by both ſides of the Houſe been very candidly acquitted 


of any intention to inſult its dignity, thoſe who had put that lift into 
the honourable gentleman's hands were highly reprehenſible ; and 
they owed it wholly to the indulgence of that Houſe that they were 
not reprimanded in thoſe terms oft jult indignation which their con- 
duct had fo groſsly provoked. 

Mr. W. BIRD then withdrew his motion of yeſterday, and 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to alter and amend ſo much of 
the Land- tax act of 1798 as relates to the appaintmen of Com- 
miſſioners. 

Sir W. PULTENEY withed the righ t horiourable gentleman 
Mr. Pitt) would poſtpone the third reading of the Confolidated 
Aſſeſſed- tax Bill. It was a bill of a very er nature, and loaded 
the Public with vexations that would require the knowledge of a 
Counſellor in legal matters to avoid. That reſponſibility which, as 
the law formerly ſtood, attached very properly to the officers of Go- 
vernment, was by this bill removed from their ſhoulders, and laid 
on the houſckeepers, who are required to make an annual return of 
the number of ſervants, &c. they employ, ſubjeQing them to a 
penalty for non-compliance, which may, perhaps, be incurred more 
frequently owing to neglc& than any intention to defraud the re- 
venue. Penalties were never known to be attended with ſalutary 
effects. When, ſome years ago, a tax had been laid upon plate, 
the penalties attached to concealment were ſuch as to defeat the ob- 


_ Jet of the law, and the tax was repealed. He thought the clauſe 


would impoſe a very great hardſhip on the houſekeeper ; and ad- 
miring, as he did, the good humour with which the people bore the 
heavy burdens that were every year impoſed upon them, he thought 
it particularly the duty of that Houſe to render ſuch taxes as muſt 
neceſſarily be impoſed, as little vexatious as poſlible. 
Vor. V. 4 M 
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Mr. ROSE thought the honourable Baronet to have miſtaken 
the att as it then ſtood. The officers of Government would, under 
the preſent bill, be required to do preciſely what they did before; 
and all that was new in the regulations related to the parochial offi- 
eers. There were many gentlemen who then heard him, who, 
from their being tax commiſhoners themſelves, would bear him out 
in the aſſertion, that there had been groſs, palpable and ſeandalous 
evaſions of the taxes detected in many places. It was with a view 
to prevent the repetition of ſimilar frauds that this clauſe had been 
introduced. It was true, the duty on plate impofed ſome time ago, 
had been repealcd ; bur this was owing chiefly to the care the law 
had taken; and wife he conſidered that precaution to be, that the 
officers of exciſe ſhould not be permitted to enter private houſes. 
All that the preſent clauſe did, was to require a liſt to be ſent to 
the general office once a year ; dan in caſe of non-compliance, and 
for the reaſons otherwiſe ſtated, that ** ſhould be ſubject e. to a cer- 
tain penalty. 

Sir WILLIAM PULTENEY explained. 

The bi}l was ordered to be read a third time on Tueſday next. 

Mr. Chancellor PITT ſaid, he was ſure, when the honourable 
Baronet had taken an opportunity of ſecing and conſidering the 


amendments to the bill made in the Committee, he would not ob- 


ject to it ſo decidedly as he had that evening done. He wiſhed 
every Member of that Houſe to know what were the proviſions, and 
underſtand. fully the nature of every bill that was brought forward; 
but he muſt ſay, that the honourable Baronet did not appear to him 
to have conſidered the preſent fubje with his uſual vigilance. The 
effect of the clauſe which had been the topic of diſcufſion would be 
to ſimplify the mode of collection, and aſſiſt the officers of Govern- 
ment and of the pariſhes in a prompt and efficacious diſcharge of 
their duty. This the honourable Baronet had often - wiſhed might 
be done. I hope,” faid Mr. Pitt, © the honourable Baronet will 
not in future be very forward to call bills that have been framed in 
the ſpirit of genuine ſolicitude for the honour of the. individual and 
the benefit of the revenue, vexatious reſtraints on the people, or ca- 
pable only of provoking irritation in the public mind. Theſe un- 
guarded expreſſions, though ariſing from 'zeal for the general wel- 
fare, are confiderably dangerous; and in endeavouring to promote 
the intereſts of the community, thoſe who uſe them but excite falſe 
and vicious alarms, or a diſtruſt in the honour and juſtice of Go- 
vernment. Perfectly to underſtand any meaſure, men muſt cloſely 
p ply themſelves to the ſtudy of all its circumſtances, and of its pro- 


able citeQs, as the ſafety or caſe of individuals can only be pro- 
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moted by a ſtrict and impartial attention to thoſe meaſures which 
muſt aſfed them not by haſty, warm and incongruous expreſſions a 
on a ſubject that has not been fully or candidly conſidered.” ; 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL moved, that the” We 
on the Alien bill ſhould be poſtponed to Tueſday next. 

Mr. JONES regretted this bill ſhould have been delayed fo long 
from time to time. He had correſponded extenſively with perſons 
in every quarter of the kingdom relative to the Emigrants, and was 
perſuaded there were many of a bad deſcription in the country. He 
could prove that ſame of them fecreted arms ; and feeling therefore 
the importance of the ſubject, he wiſhed a day might be fixed for 
the diſcuſſion of it. 

Mr. SECRETARY AT WAR thought the honourable gen- 
tleman applied too looſely the name of Emigrant to perſons, perhaps, 
of all countries, and who were no Emigrants at all. He had un- 
deritood from the Under Secretarv of State, that the man who had 
been taken up on ſuſpicion of ſecreting arms, and whom he ſuppoſed 
to have been alluded to by the honourable gentleman, was not an 
Emigrant, and that there was reaſon to believe nothing criminal 
would appear againſt him. In his conception, thoſe only were 
Emigrants who quitted France fince the Revolution, from their ab- 
borrence of that event, or from neccfiity. He believed the miſchief 
aroſe, not from Emigrants of that deſcription, but from perſons who 
came to this country in the capacity of tervants, hair-drefſers, and in 
other interior ſituations, before the Revolution. Theſe were liable 
to ſuſpieion, and he ſhould on ſome future occaſion probably diſcuſs 
that matter. 

Mr. JONES ſaid, he meant to take the Emigrants from January 

1792, and diſtinguiſh the good from the bad. 

Mr. SOLICITOR GENERAL obſerved, that he had laſt 
niglit received communications on this ſubject, from perſons of con- 
bderable knowledge : they were of importance, and would require 
much attention. It was the object of the law to make provifions 
tor the ſecurity of the country, while | it would be careful not to do 
injury to the Emigrants. | N 
The motion was put and agreed to. 


8 20 


END OF THE FIFTH VOLUME, | 11 511 


1 
. 


* g . — ww - — 1 q — ho, jo —— 
W w 8 . 5 yy : __ - T BY? I TP * © r 


PPP 


* 


"PEI 
SE © * 1 ” * 


+ 
A * 205 


12 


* 


7 


and 


"n 
1 1 


* r nen d ). 


3 n, 


